
Learn more methods of 
agriculture at ffanewhorizons.org 

The Water Way

A Greater Cause
California members 
raise service dogs

Learn more methods ofL
agriculture at a ffanewhorizons.org

Johnson County FFA members 
operate a state-of-the-art 
Alternative Farming Center

Create a profi le. Add friends. Start a group. Voice your opinions.
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Log on to see this month’s  

Giveaways
FFA

State Scoop
Read special inserts from other 

associations in �State Scoop.

.ORG

Discussions
“What do you think 
it means to be an FFA 
member?”
 � Mattbordner

Log in to FFA Nation to respond.

The Buzz Online
Do you volunteer like the FFA members featured on page 
14? Discuss service projects in the Discussions section.
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®

WEB POLL

Which is the best 

animal to hunt?

Dove

Hogs

Gators 

Deer

Thanks to FFA 

Nation user 

remington
cowboy for 

creating this poll.

Need a past 

issue? Click on 

� Virtual Magazine 

for current and 

archived editions.    

Log in to comment on articles and blogs

Check out our � convention page for stories, photos, videos and 

more from the 82nd National FFA Convention, held in October.

What’s New

Brittany Dale, 
Broken Bow 

FFA, Okla.

Go online to submit 
your FFA experiences.

“ON MY FIRST 
DAY IN HIGH SCHOOL, 

MY AG TEACHER ASKED ME 
TO BE ON THE CHAPTER’S 

JUNIOR OFFICER TEAM. 
I DIDN’T KNOW THEN, BUT 

THAT FIRST CDE WOULD 
CHANGE MY LIFE 

FOREVER.”

6%

11%

11%

72%
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Christian Maurice, Johnson County FFA, Tenn.
Photo By Ian Curcio
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Each year. Templeton FFA 
members build elaborate shop 
projects, then auction them as a 
chapter fundraiser. 

Combining Talent 
With Tradition

California’s Templeton FFA members 

are a crafty group. As part of their 

supervised agricultural experience 

programs (SAEs), these FFA members 

create quite the elaborate shop projects, 

from six-foot oak cabinets to patio 

furniture to livestock panels. 

Each year, the projects are put on display 

for judging, then auctioned off to raise 

money for the chapter. The auction has 

been held for the past 10 years, and in 

2009, 46 students completed projects, 

which sold for an average of $500 each. 

FFA Welcomes 
New Leadership

Dr. W. Dwight Armstrong of Dayton, 

Ohio, joined the National FFA Organization 

in early October as its chief operating officer.

Since 2008, Armstrong has served as 

the founder and principal at JDA Consulting, 

LLC. From 2000-2008, he served at Provimi, 

a global nutrition company, as group vice 

president and director of the Americas 

and as president and CEO of North 

American Nutrition Companies, Inc. 

Armstrong is also a former FFA member 

from Kentucky, and he recently served as 

chairman of the National FFA Foundation 

Sponsors’ Board. 

Just 
Joking
What do you get 
if you cross a steer 
with a tadpole? 
A bullfrog. 

What is a horse’s 
favorite sport? 
Stable tennis.  

What kind 
of money do 
fishermen make? 
Net profits.

What do you call 
a carton of ducks? 
A box of quackers. 
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FYI
YOUR TURN

Keep us informed! 

This is your chance to 

be a part of FFA New 

Horizons. Send us a 

short article about 

your latest chapter 

activities, awards 

you’ve received or 

even your involvement 

outside FFA. 

Be sure to include 

a high-quality color 

photo and your 

contact information. 

Want an easy way to 

send your story? Visit 

ffanewhorizons.org 

and click on � Tell Us. 

Or, send to: 

FFA New Horizons

P.O. Box 68960

Indianapolis, IN 46268

newhorizons@ffa.org

Holiday Spirit
Twin Valley FFA members in Pennsylvania are creating a win-win situation in 

their community. After the holiday season, community members drop off their real 

Christmas trees at a local tree farm, and FFA members relocate the trees to wooded 

areas. The trees provide habitat and a food source for wildlife throughout the winter, 

and the community members are able to easily dispose of their Christmas trees. 

Other facts about evergreen trees and their environmental benefits: 

• Growing Christmas trees provides a habitat for wildlife.

• Evergreen trees remove dust and pollen from the air.

• Recycled trees are also used to make sand and 

soil erosion barriers and are often placed in ponds for 

fish shelter. 

• Artificial trees will last 

about six years in your home, 

but for centuries in a landfill. 

FFA On Parade
On New Year’s Day 2010, keep your eyes 

peeled for a Tournament of Roses Parade float 

featuring FFA. 

Longtime FFA sponsor RFD-TV will 

present a tribute to the National FFA 

Organization on its 2010 Tournament 

of Roses Parade float titled “FFA Today,” 

incorporating floral-filled scenes of the FFA 

emblem, the iconic blue corduroy FFA jacket 

and symbols of agriculture past and present.

The 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade theme 

is “A Cut above the Rest,” and that ties in 

perfectly with today’s FFA. 

Thanks to RFD-TV for sponsoring this 

tremendous opportunity. Be sure to tune in! 
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Win a Chevrolet T-shirt
Chevrolet, the sponsor of FFA Faces, will award a T-shirt to featured members. 

Nominate yourself by following the steps below. Questions? E-mail ffanation@jnlcom.com.

VA

TN

OR NJ

MN

Rebekah, a high school sophomore, has achieved both the 

Discovery FFA Degree and the Greenhand FFA Degree. She was 

also named Star Greenhand for her chapter in spring 2009. 

Rebekah has participated in more than five CDEs, serves as 

chapter parliamentarian, and has an SAE in equine science and 

diversified crop production. 

Rebekah Landmark
Chapter: Monte FFA

James, a five-year FFA member, believes that this organization 

has helped him shape his future and provided experiences that he 

couldn’t have found elsewhere. A high school senior, James has 

shown pigs, lambs and goats, and he exhibited the grand and 

reserve champion market goats at the 2008 Arkansas State Fair. 

James also maintains his FFA chapter’s website. 

James Stone
Chapter: Delight FFA

Leevon, a high school senior, first joined FFA as a sophomore, and 

she immediately became involved in nearly every aspect of 

membership. Since then, she has been a member of a horse CDE 

team that competed at the national FFA convention, won first 

place in the state individual demonstration event and is currently 

serving as chapter vice president. 

Leevon Lacy
Chapter: Woodstown FFA

After joining FFA by accident his ninth-grade year, Wes found a 

love for agriculture and a career path – agricultural education. 

This chapter president recently won the state FFA agricultural 

education proficiency, an honor he says he is very proud of 

achieving. Wes has also attended Washington Leadership 

Conference and plans to run for state FFA office. 

Wes Kline
Chapter: Turner Ashby FFA

Brandy, a high school junior and chapter vice president, says FFA 

has helped model the person she is today. Shy and reserved when 

she first joined FFA, Brandy says she now has lots of friends and 

can barely keep quiet! She has even competed in public speaking 

CDEs and won Chapter Star Greenhand and Chapter Star Farmer. 

She also  serves as her chapter’s vice president.

Brandy Eastwood
Chapter: Dyer County FFA

This high school freshman is serving as his chapter’s Greenhand 

president and is busy developing his supervised agricultural 

experience program (SAE) in greenhouse work. Trae has 

participated in the FFA Creed speaking, general knowledge and 

beginning woodworking career development events (CDEs) and 

placed second in beginning arc welding.

Trae Baker
Chapter: Pilot Rock FFA

TN

OR NJ

James, a five-year FFA member, believes that this organization

has helped him shape his future and provided experiences that he

couldn’t have found elsewhere. A high school senior, James has

James Stonene
Chapter: Delight FFAFA

Leevon, a high school senior, first joined FFA as a sophomore, and

she immediately became involved in nearly every aspect of 

membership. Since then, she has been a member of a horse CDE

team that competed at the national FFA convention, won first

place in the state individual demonstration event and is currently

serving as chapter vice president. 

Leevon Lacycy
Chapter: Woodstown FFAwn FFA

president, says FFA 

and reserved when 

lots of friends and 

hapter’s Greenhand 

rvised agricultural 

 work. Trae has 

eral knowledge and 

events (CDEs) and 

welding.

Create Describe Nominate
Go to ffanation.ffa.org and sign 

up for an FFA Nation profile.
Upload a profile photo and fill 
out the fields to tell us about 

your FFA experiences.

Under the FFA Faces thread on 
the Discussions page, tell us 
why you should be featured.

AR
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I
f you ever find yourself in 

Mountain City, Tenn., chances 

are, it will be for one of two 

reasons: You either belong to the 

Johnson County FFA Chapter, which 

makes its home there, or, more likely, 

you’re visiting the chapter’s state-of-

the-art “Alternative Farming Center,” 

an aquaculture-hydroponics lab that 

people come from all over the world 

to see.

“We’ve had people from 38 states 

and 18 foreign countries,” says FFA 

chapter advisor Harvey Burniston. 

“Everyone from university students 

doing research projects to Korean 

scientists come here to see how 

our geothermal system works.”

That geothermal system, it turns 

out, is the key to heating and cooling 

the program’s centerpiece greenhouse, 

a 9,000-square-foot facility used for 

growing fish and plants that the 

chapter then sells. 

“It’s a triple-crop system,” 

Burniston explains.

The fish, including tilapia and 

koi (25,000 pounds worth at any given 

time), are raised in 100,000 gallons 

of water in five separate raceways. 

That’s crop number one. The second 

The 

Johnson County FFA members process fish and learn 
HYDROPONICS at the school’s Alternative Farming Center 

There’s no soil needed when 
growing hydroponic lettuce. 

Story by Chris Hayhurst
Photography by Ian Curcio

Water Way 
crop includes water-garden plants, 

which float with the fish, and bedding 

plants, grown on roll-top tables just 

above the water. And the third crop? 

“Ferns in hanging baskets,” 

Burniston says. “We water them with 

the fish water.”

The fish and plants are grown 

year-round, as are a variety of 

vegetables in the chapter’s three 

other greenhouses (totaling an 

additional 13,000 square feet). 

An onsite fish-processing facility 

allows chapter members to process 

fillets as quickly as they can pull fish 

from the water, and a retail area is 

used for selling their products directly 

to the public. 

The facility runs year-round, and 

students who are interested can work 

there in the summer as part of their 

supervised agricultural experience 

program (SAE). 

“A lot of people, even the students 

here, have no idea how high-tech we 

are,” says Emily Sajdak, one of three 

chapter vice presidents. “The standards 

here are really high. I feel blessed. To 

have a facility like this, right here, 

it’s amazing.”

BOUNCING BACK

Burniston says that back in the 

mid ’90s, Johnson County FFA was 

in need of help. Because of limited 

program offerings, enrollment was 

low. But a large grant helped turn 

that around, and by 1997, the 

aquacenter was up and running. 

Today, nearly a third of the 

students at Johnson County High 

School are enrolled in agricultural 

education and FFA. 

“We have about 200 members 

now, and the changes in our students 
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Johnson County agriculture teacher 
and FFA advisor Harvey Burniston 
displays some of the flowers grown 
in the school’s greenhouses.



have been incredible,” Burniston 

says. “They’ve gained so much self-

confidence and self-esteem. Now, 

wherever these kids go, they’re the 

center of attention. They’ve been 

winning competitions, we’ve had 

state and national finalists, and 

we’ve gone to nationals in agricultural 

sales the last three years.” 

Much of that success is a 

direct result of the responsibilities 

that all FFA members have for the 

greenhouses. 

“The entire program is set up 

like a small business,” Burniston 

says, noting that in addition to the 

aquaculture facility, the program 

also has everything else you’d 

expect: a large agricultural mechanics 

shop, for example, and courses on 

subjects like forestry, floriculture, 

animal science and animal care. “The 

students raise plants from seed to sale. 

They raise and sell hydroponic lettuce 

and cucumbers. They raise the fish to 

when they’re a pound-and-a-half filet.”

He adds, “When you spend so 

much time in there, things click, 

like the periodic table in chemistry. 

Because they have to test the water 

when they’re learning hydroponics 

and aquaculture, they’ve seen 

firsthand why they had to study 

that stuff in their chemistry classes. 

Or logarithms. PH is logarithmic, so 

they’ll say, ‘Oh, that’s why I had to 

learn that in math class.’”

READY FOR THE FUTURE

According to senior Tara Mahan, 

all that direct involvement is just 

part of the Johnson County FFA 

experience. And no matter where 

your interests lie, almost all of it 

is fun – or at least interesting. 

“I’ve fed the fish, filleted fish, 

helped with sales and done general 

maintenance,” says Tara, who plans 

to study equestrian science and 

business management in college. 

“But my favorite part has been 

working with the customers who 

come in and the face-to-face time 

that I get with them. I guess I’m 

more of a people person than a 

dead-fish person.”

Christina Maurice, a former 

chapter president and valedictorian 

of her class, would probably concur – 

although her plans for next year 

include studying wildlife ecology 

and conservation at the University 

of Florida, where fish will almost 

certainly be part of the picture. “My 

experience here has been great,” 

says Christina. “Everything has 

been hands-on. It’s so much better 

than just sitting in a classroom and 

learning from books. You go over 

there and you feed the fish, you do 

the pH levels, you do all the testing, 

and you actually learn what it’s like 

to run things.”

“I really believe that everything 

I’ve learned here, and all the time I’ve 

spent here, has really helped me learn 

everything I need to know to be ready 

for college.”

johnson county FFA member Ginny Lay inspects tomato plants in the high school’s greenhouse. 
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2009 FFA 
Leadership Camp

	 Over 300 FFA members from across the state gathered in Monticello, 
Illinois on July 29, 2009 at Allerton Park. After registration, the 
members met their teammates and began using their teamwork skills 
on the challenge course!

	 The members were involved in many activities throughout the week 
including team building exercises, Ag Olympics, quiz bowl, the talent 
show, and the red and blue war!

	 FFA members learned about teamwork and leadership skills. 
Throughout the week each student set goals for themselves, made new 
friends from across the state and were impacted by evening reflections.

	 If you haven’t had the opportunity to participate in the Illinois FFA 
leadership camp, talk to your advisor and check out www.illinoisffa.org 
to learn more.

Heritage and Cooperative Award Tours
	 The Heritage and Cooperative Award Tours were a huge success 
this year. Both tours are sponsored by the Illinois Farm Bureau 
and affiliated companies. Participants from around the state 
traveled across the nation to visit our nation’s capital. The students 
returned home with a keen understanding of our nation’s heritage 
and how cooperatives operate.
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Illinois 
State Fair

	 FFA Barnyard – Once again the 
Illinois FFA Barnyard was on display 
during the Illinois State Fair. The 
five majors and 25 section presidents 
spent their time holding chicks, 
ducklings, rabbits, and looking after 
piglets, sheep, donkeys and a calf. 
Thousands of people visited the FFA 
Barnyard throughout the fair to see 
the animals.

	 Sale of Champions – The sale of 
champions was held on August 18 
during Agriculture Day at the State 
Fair. The Grand Champion of each 
species shown in the Junior Show was 
sold and the Illinois Foundation FFA 
received 10 percent of the sale. 
Congratulations to all champions. 

Major State Officers with Governor Quinn 

Excellence in Teaching Award winners pictured with Orion Samuelson

District 1 – Mr. Stan Toepfer – Eastland

District 2 – Mr. Jeff Maierhofer – Seneca

District 3 – Mr. Don Bumphrey – Warsaw

District 4 – Mr. Adam Swigert – Blue Ridge

District 5 – Mrs. Mindy McDermott – Waterloo

Excellence in 
Teaching Award

Congratulations to Mr. Don Bumphrey of the Warsaw FFA Chapter, 
the 2009 Excellence in Teaching state winner!

Major State Officers 
with Tom Jennings – 
Illinois Director  
of Agriculture
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Meet Your 2009-2010 
State FFA Treasurer — Adam Herwig

	 It was near the end of my freshman year and the 
Ashton Franklin Center FFA was about to elect a new 
chapter officer team. I thought I should try to run for 
an office because I really enjoyed being in FFA and I 
wanted to do more than just sit in class every day.  
I decided that I had a pretty good chance of getting an 
office. I had been to all the CDEs and other events that 
I could, plus my older sister was an officer the year 
before. I thought for sure that would give me an edge 
over the competition. 

	 I turned in my officer candidate 
information form and patiently waited for 
the results. A few friends from my class also 
turned in the form. I thought to myself,  
“I know I can beat those kids, I do way more 
than them!” I waited anxiously, and when the 
results were announced, my friend’s name was on the 
list. Mine was not. 

	 I was baffled by the results and didn’t know what to 
do. Should I just give up on FFA and focus on sports? 
However, I decided not to throw in the towel for 
something else. I made a promise to myself to be even 
more involved the following year. I would do whatever it took, even if it meant I had to miss a 
few football or basketball games. I would go to everything and then, when it came time to elect 
new officers I would make it. After all of that hard work I finally became an officer and I found 
a greater reason to serve. It’s not about the title, but it’s about the impact you have on others.  
It didn’t matter if the other students were older or younger, they knew I was an officer and they 
looked up to me for that. Being an officer gave me a chance to help students and members of 
the community. 

	 Every day we are faced with setbacks, but the greater judge of character is what we do after a 
setback. Do we just stop and avoid the chance of those things happening, or will we try to work 
harder to make it better? Illinois FFA members, when you are faced with a challenge, don’t be 
the one who sits back and avoids it. Do everything you can to overcome the challenge!
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National Finalist, Star in 
Agribusiness – Rodney Bingel from 
the Marissa FFA Chapter is the son of 
Bryan and Laurie Bingel, Marissa, 
Illinois. Rodney started his business at 

the age of 13 by 
working for his 
family. After 
starting high 
school he began 
his Turf Grass 
Management 
program in 2005 

with 16 contracts and working a total 
of 270 hours. He has been able to build 
his business to have a total of 1,465 
hours with 118 contracts during the 
last four years. Rodney has built his 
business from a push mower to a  
lawn tractor and a Dixie chopper.  
He was the 2008 state winner in Turf 
Grass Management. His advisor is 
Mrs. Kim Portz. 

National Winner,  
Agri-entrepreneurship Student –  
Clayton Carley from the 

Crescent-Iroquois 
FFA Chapter, is 
the son of Kenton 
and Lisa Carley, 
Milford, Illinois. 
Clayton started 
his vegetable 
production 

enterprise his eighth grade year with  
.3 acre of sweet corn. The next year, he 
added vegetables and increased his 
sweet corn to one acre. This past year, 
he was able to produce 2.4 acres of 
produce. He sells his sweet corn at the 
Sweet Corn Shack located on the 
busiest street in Watseka. He has  
been able to grow a strong customer 
base and maintain good customer 
relationships. He was the 2008  
District II Vegetable Production Award 
Winner and is this year’s State Agri-
Entrepreneurship Award Winner. He 
has participated in a number of career 
development events at the section, 
district and state levels, and served  
as a Section and Chapter officer.  
His advisor is Jeff Clifton.

National Finalist, Agri-science 
Student of the Year –  
Rosemary Chapple from the 

Waterloo FFA 
Chapter, is the 
daughter of 
Richard and 
Carey Chapple, 
Fults, Illinois. 
Rosemary’s 
Agriscience 

project this year was titled Lysine and 
Methionine Requirement of Chicks 
Fed Low Protein Corn-Soybean Meal 
Diets. The experiment was conducted 
to determine the minimum amount of 
crystalline lysine and methionine 
supplements needed to meet the 
requirement for maximum growth of 
chicks. She had four pens of chicks 
that were having a positive controlled 
diet. At the end of the 14 days she 
reweighed all the chicks and calculated 
the difference from the beginning of 
the experiment. She also concluded 
the average daily feed intake. Through 
this experiment, she was able to 
conclude that the chicks that weighed 
more at the initial weighing grew 
faster, but less efficiently than the 
chicks that were lighter at the 
beginning of the process. Her advisors 
are Mindy and Tim McDermott. 

National Finialist, Ag 
Communications – Caroline Bremer 

from the 
Vienna FFA 
Chapter is the 
daughter of 
Jeff and Lisa 
Bremer, 
Metropolis, 
Illinois. 

Caroline started her agricultural 
communications program while 
serving as chapter and section reporter 
in 2006. She spent 234 hours 
developing newsletters, writing press 
releases, creating videos for the 
chapter and section banquets, and 
conducting interviews for radio and 
television. In 2007, she served as 
section reporter and had an internship 

with the University of Illinois 
Extension Press Department at the 
Illinois State Fair for a total of 586 
hours. Her internship at the State Fair 
required her to write numerous press 
releases on agricultural events during 
the fair, work closely with the media, 
and strive to maintain positive public 
relations for agricultural activities.  
In 2008, she kept records of her Ag 
communications hours as section 
president and her internship with 
Illinois Farm Bureau and RFD Radio 
during the Illinois State Fair for a  
total of 428 hours. Her advisor is  
Bill Fairless.

National Finalist,  
Agricultural Mechanics Energy 
Systems – Westin Montavon from 

the Amboy 
FFA Chapter is 
the 2009 
Agricultural 
Mechanics 
Energy 
Systems 
Award 

Winner. He is the son of Martin and 
Lynn Montavon, Amboy, Illinois. 
Westin’s supervised agricultural 
experience program involves his work 
maintaining and servicing hydraulic 
driven irrigation systems. He works 
with his father and two brothers to 
keep 14 different irrigators going. It is 
a big job that requires a lot of time and 
effort. Tasks include: changing the 
engine oil on the well and irrigator 
motors, towing irrigators and checking 
to make sure that all the irrigators are 
running properly. That includes 
making sure they are moving at the 
right speed and that water is coming 
out at the correct rate. He also does a 
lot of towing, which moves an irrigator 
from one water hook-up to another in 
the same irrigation lane. His advisor is 
Sarah Tweet. 
 
 

(continued on next page)
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National Finalist, Agricultural 
Mechanics Design and Fabrication 
– Kirk Beutke from the Woodland 

FFA Chapter is 
the son of 
Kenneth and 
Mary Beutke, 
Long Point, 
Illinois. Kirk 
operates his 
own metal 

fabrication business that specializes in 
the design and fabrication of livestock 
gates. The gates are usually custom 
made to a specific size, but he also 
makes sets of gates that are a general 
size that can be used to create a corral. 
The gates are made to handle cattle 
sheep and hogs. Over the last three 
years, his business revenue has 
increased by 72 percent while his time 
to design and fabricate the gates has 
decreased as he gained experience and 
knowledge that made him more 
efficient. During the past year he made 
and sold 30 gates. He was the 2007 and 
2008 District II Ag Mechanics Design 
and Fabrication Award Winner and is 
this year’s State Star in Agribusiness 
Award Winner. His advisors are  
Dan Weber and Keri Poldek.

National Finalist, Agricultural 
Mechanics Repair and Maintenance 
– Brian E. Haas from the Mascoutah 

FFA Chapter, 
is the son of 
Chris and 
Gina Haas, 
Mascoutah, 
Illinois. Brian 
was hired in 
April, 2006 by 

Mascoutah Equipment, a local Case IH 
and Kubota dealership. At first, he was 
cleaning equipment and the shop. 
During the summer, he started going 
on service calls with the repairmen to 
repair combines. Over time, he 
became familiar with the Case IH 
combines and how they work and 
started going on service calls by 

himself. He has also learned how to do 
a complete 120 point check on the 
combines as well as the basics on the 
new Case IH Pro 600 Monitor system. 
Brian has served as chapter points 
chairman, treasurer and president.  
He was the 2008 District V 
Agricultural Mechanics Repair  
and Maintenance Award Winner.  
His advisor is Keith Eschmann.

National Finalist, Agricultural 
Services – Jeffrey D. Barnes from the 

Somonauk-
Leland FFA 
Chapter, is the 
son of James 
and Danette 
Barnes, 
Leland, 
Illinois. Jeff ’s 

supervised agricultural experience 
program in agricultural services 
involves his work with the family’s 
custom hay baling business. Eight 
years ago, his family moved off the 
farm, but still had all the hay 
equipment so his father decided to 
start a custom baling business. The 
business covers roughly a 15 mile 
radius around the community of 
Leland. Over the years, Jeff has gained 
a good knowledge of the custom hay 
business and says he can now perform 
any function of the business that  
helps the business run smoothly. He 
averages about 250 hours each year 
with the business. His advisors are  
Dan Kuntz and Matt Wilson.

National Finalist, Dairy  
Production Entrepreneurship – 
Mitchell Eickmeyer from the 

Nashville FFA 
Chapter is the 
son of Steve 
and Laurie 
Eickmeyer, 
Hoyleton, 
Illinois. 
Mitchell was 

born and raised on the family grain 

and dairy farm that consists of 2,000 
acres of cropland and 200 head of 
Holsteins. He started his freshman 
year with 13 cows and at the end of 
2008 he had increased his herd to 47 
cows. When he first began his SAEP, 
he did everyday chores, milked, fed 
and cleaned the barns. As his SAEP 
progressed, he took on more of a 
managerial role in the dairy operation. 
Over time, he has learned about 
antibiotic treatments, hoof trimming, 
treating sick animals and vaccination 
programs. His sophomore year, he 
learned to artificially inseminate his 
cows and also does a majority of the 
AI for the whole herd. This past year, 
he worked closely with the Purina 
nutritionist in developing a quality, 
economically efficient ration for 
animals of various growth stages in the 
herd. He also set up a DHIA PCDART 
program for the dairy operation. The 
results have been thousands of dollars 
saved from better quality milk. He was 
the 2008 Section Dairy Production – 
Entrepreneurship Award Winner and 
is this year’s Star Farmer of Illinois.  
His advisor is Julie Bond-Ledford. 

National Finalist, Diversified  
Crop Production – Tyler Loschen,  

a member of 
the Tri-Point 
FFA Chapter, 
is the son of 
Gary and 
Diana 
Loschen, 
Kempton, 

Illinois. Tyler started his supervised 
agricultural experience program with 
20 acres on which he grew corn and 
soybeans. He has expanded his acreage 
to 180 acres of corn, soybeans and 
alfalfa. With his increase in acreage, he 
was able to purchase a combine, 
wagons and other equipment. In 2008, 
his average yields were 52 bushel of 
soybeans, 218 bushels of corn and 6.7 
tons of alfalfa per acre. He says he has 
learned about securing credit, 
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marketing and government programs 
through his SAEP. Tyler has served as 
chapter greenhand president, vice 
president and president. He was the 
2008 Diversified Livestock Production 
– Entrepreneurship and the Agri-
Entrepreneurship Award Winner. His 
advisor is Diana Loschen.

National Finalist, Equine 
Entrepreneurship – Kaleigh Gasperi 

from the  
West Prairie 
FFA Chapter  
is the daughter 
of Scott and 
Mindy Riden, 
Good Hope, 
Illinois. 

Kaleigh got her first horse when she 
was eight. Since then, she has 
purchased several horses to break and 
sell for a profit. She buys colts for a 
low price, breaks and trains them for 
show, shows them and then sells them 
for a profit. The Quarter horses and 
Paint horses she works with specialize 
in Western Pleasure and Halter. She 
currently has six horses she is working 
with. Her advisors are Ann Runner 
and Corinne Galvan. 

National Finalist, Food Science and 
Technology – Naomi Harper from 

the Chicago 
Ag Sciences 
FFA Chapter, 
is the daughter 
of Albert and 
Janelle Harper, 
Chicago, 
Illinois. Her 

first year, she focused on science 
experimentation and exploring the 
scientific method. As she continued 
her SAEP, she developed a greater 
interest in nutrition and advanced 
technology. While searching for a 
program that would satisfy her new 
interest, she learned about the 
Research Apprentice Program from 
her advisors. She began her research 

apprenticeship in the summer of 2007. 
Her second year in the apprentice 
program, she was partnered with a 
mentor as she worked in the 
laboratory of Immunophysiology at the 
University of Illinois. At the end of the 
program, she presented the results of 
her dose response to her peers and 
advisors. Her advisor is Lucille Shaw.

National Finalist, Fruit Production 
– Rodney Noe from the Metamora 

FFA Chapter  
is the son of 
Ralph and 
Janet Noe, 
East Peoria, 
Illinois. 
Rodney raises 
watermelons 

and pumpkins that are sold at local 
farmer’s markets and grocery stores. 
He started raising watermelons in 2002 
with about 200 plants. By 2008, he had 
increased the size of his project to two 
acres of watermelons (about 2,600 
plants) and one-half acre of pumpkins. 
In 2008, he planted four varieties of 
watermelons that produce excellent 
fruit with yields of about 1,000 
watermelons per acre. He plants 
Howden pumpkins because they 
produce a sturdy fruit that sells well 
and has excellent yields; however this 
variety of pumpkin is labor intensive 
because it is susceptible to powdery 
mildew and other diseases. His advisor 
is Steve Kiesewetter. 
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State Fair (August 14-23) – Throughout 
the 10 days at the Illinois State Fair, the 
five major state officers were busy 
working in the FFA Barnyard. The 25 
section presidents also contributed to 
the success. During the fair, the majors 
participated in other activities such as 
the Twilight parade, daily interviews, 
the Sale of Champions and the Annual 
Moo Moo Classic. Although it was a 
very busy time, the officers enjoyed the 
fair and were able to talk to thousands 
of people about agriculture.

GROWMARK Annual Meeting  (August 27-28) – Amie, Ellen and Kiersten, along with Mr. Craft, 
attended the GROWMARK Annual Meeting in Chicago. The meeting was held on August 27-28. 
The three majors had some time to spend with other state officers from Wisconsin and Iowa.

DuQuoin State Fair (August 28-30) – On August 28, Adam and Caroline headed South for the 
DuQuoin State Fair. They represented the Illinois FFA in the opening parade and helped with the 
livestock judging contest on Saturday morning.

Farm Progress Show (September 1-3) – The five majors headed towards Decatur on September 1  
to kick off the Farm Progress Show. Throughout the Farm Progress Show the officers helped with 
the FFA/Titan Tire auction and had the opportunity to spend time with the Indiana state officer 
team as well.

STAR Conferences – Amie, Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten and Adam conducted a Section Team 
Activities and Responsibilities conference in each District during the second week of September. 
The section officer teams began “Building their Blueprints” as a team. Throughout the one-day 
conference, the officers discussed ideas for Leadership Training School, discovered team skills  
and brainstormed about membership recruitment.

Reporter Workshops – Throughout the month of September Ellen was busy presenting seven 
reporter’s workshops around the state for chapter and section reporters. The reporters learned 
techniques for taking pictures, creating a newsletter and also learned new ideas from other 
reporters. Overall, the workshops went well and it was a great learning experience for everyone!

September State Officer Meeting (September 11-12) – The third Illinois FFA State Officer meeting 
was held in Decatur on September 11 and 12. The team discussed Illinois’ stance on National 
Convention issues and other upcoming events. It was nice for the team to catch up with one 
another before chapter visits are underway!







I
t’s been said that it is easier to tame 

a tornado than it is to raise a puppy. 

Numerous books have been written on 

the subject, and anyone who’s been through 

it can tell you: Puppies are a handful. 

They eat your favorite shoes. They cry 

when you’re trying to sleep. They get into 

everything and, in their curiosity, they 

tear, shred, crumple, consume and soil. 

Imagine, then, what it’s like to raise a 

puppy that will one day become a guide dog. 

The pressure then comes with making sure 

that your puppy – your wildly playful puppy – 

learns its manners fast. 

“It’s a challenge,” says Kalena Mellott, a 

senior at Lemoore High School in California 

and a volunteer “raiser” in Lemoore FFA’s 

Guide Dogs Puppy Raising Program. “You 

do basic training – sit, stay, learning their 

names – but then you do a lot more. They 

learn to relieve themselves on command. You 

socialize them by bringing them to stores, to 

the mall, on buses, to school – everywhere 

you go. You want them to get used to being 

in all kinds of situations and places – all 

the places a blind person might go.”

The puppies come from Guide Dogs for 

the Blind, a California organization that 

trains and matches Labrador retrievers to 

visually impaired individuals, explains 

Sarah Wilson, a Lemoore graduate and now 

a student at the University of California 

at Davis. She plans to earn her master’s in 

special education with an emphasis in guide 

dog mobility.

The Guide Dogs for the Blind group has 

used Lemoore students for years, relying 

on volunteers like Sarah and Kalena to 

shepherd their dogs “through the bad 

phase,” as Kalena calls it. 

Participants adopt a puppy, take it home, 

and raise it for the first 15 to 18 months of its 

life. Vet bills are covered by Guide Dogs, but 

all other costs, including that for food, are 

the responsibility of the raiser.

Sarah, who took her first pup, Moose, as 

a sophomore in high school and has since 

raised a total of four, says the process goes 

like this: You fill out an application, and if 

it’s approved (approval is based on a number 

of factors, including the cooperation of your 

parents), it’s forwarded to Guide Dogs. 

Guide Dogs, in turn, puts you on their 

list. Then, Sarah says, you get a phone call. 

“They call you and tell you there’s a 

puppy ready and that its name will start 

with a certain letter,” she explains. “They 

also tell you the color, but that’s about it. It’s 

Lemoore FFA MEMBERS raise 
puppies to become service animals 

CauseA Greater 

Lemoore FFA members Kalena Mellott and Sarah Wilson socialize puppies for the guide dogs for the blind organization.

Story by Chris Hayhurst 
Photography by J. Kyle Keener

We’ve long known that 

FFA members are about 

more than just “cows, 

sows and plows.” You 

are selfless, motivated, 

and most of all, unique. 

Throughout this school 

year, we’re highlighting 

FFA members who 

embody what today’s 

FFA is all about. 

This issue, meet Kalena 

and Sarah, our volunteers 

who offer their time to 

raise guide dogs. 

Kalena and Sarah 

are FFA. Are you?
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exciting, because you really don’t 

know what you’re going to get until 

you actually meet the puppy truck.”

The “puppy truck” is the Guide 

Dogs delivery truck – full of puppies 

slated for temporary adoption. It 

comes from the San Francisco area, 

where Guide Dogs is based. 

Students receive a puppy-

raising handbook with their new 

dog, and they get plenty of support 

from their chapter, Sarah says. 

“We bring them to school every 

single day,” she explains. “We have 

outside play areas where they can 

go potty. They come to classes and 

go on outings with us.” 

Those outings often include 

trips to local elementary schools. 

“We give talks to third graders, 

bring the puppies in and do a 

presentation,” Sarah says. “It’s a 

way for us to show the community 

what we’re doing and to hopefully 

get them to support Guide Dogs.”

By the time a raiser has finished 

Daily care is a major part of the 
FFA members’ responsibilities.

his or her job, their puppy should be 

ready for the pros. 

“It should be easy to handle 

and be comfortable being just 

about anywhere,” says Kalena, 

whose Guide Dog experience has 

encouraged her to pursue a career 

in veterinary medicine. 

Once the FFA members have 

completed their tasks, Guide Dogs 

takes the dog back, and a professional 

trainer begins the second phase of 

its training, teaching the dog to meet 

the specific needs of its future handler. 

It’s tough letting go, Sarah says, but 

there is a silver lining. 

“You have them for all this time, 

so you do get really attached. But 

you always know it’s for a good cause,” 

she explains.  

That cause, she says, becomes 

crystal clear on “graduation day” – 

the day, months later, when the dog 

and its new handler officially 

become a pair. 

“It’s a big event, and you get to 

meet the person privately and sit 

down and have a conversation and 

get to know a little about them and 

their life and where your dog will be 

going,” Sarah describes. “It’s a very 

special day. You feel like you’ve 

really accomplished something.”
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FYI
LAILA’S FAVORITES

This Oklahoma native 

likes to sing really 

loudly to pass the time 

while on long driving 

trips. Learn more 

about Laila and her 

favorites: 

Sport: Football

Color: White

Career development 

event: Public speaking

Jewelry: Pearls

Ice cream: Chocolate 

banana shake

Hobby: Traveling

Language: 

French

Laila Hajji calls herself “an FFA member by 

accident.” She grew up in Guthrie, Okla., a 

town of 8,000 people, and didn’t have much 

knowledge about agriculture – or FFA for 

that matter – until she started high school. 

The school’s agriculture teachers encouraged 

her to join FFA and become involved. She 

started by learning the FFA Creed, participating 

in livestock judging and preparing a speech. 

Soon, she established her supervised 

agricultural experience program (SAE) by 

raising her own beef cattle and sheep. This 

past year, Laila served as the 2008-09 

National FFA Central Region Vice President. 

Learn more about Laila.

QWhat has been your most memorable 

experience this year?

A
I’ll never forget running up on stage 

and hugging my new teammates, then 

turning around to stare up at my 

agriculture teachers in total shock. In that 

moment, I realized that all we (my teachers 

and I) had worked toward throughout my FFA 

experience contributed to that moment. I will 

never forget being on stage looking at my FFA 

advisors with the most unbelievable amount 

of gratitude in my heart. 

Q What have you learned about yourself 

this year as a national FFA officer that 

will stay with you in your adult life?

A 
I’ve learned how valuable my family 

and closest friends are to me. National 

FFA officers are on the road about 320 

days throughout the year. This year, I have 

learned how dependent I am on the people 

closest in my life to lean on, talk to, laugh 

with and spend good, quality time with. Until 

national FFA office, I had always felt very 

independent and capable on my own. But 

throughout this year, I have learned that the 

people in our lives are far more important 

than the roles we have. 

Q What advice do you have for other 

members who might want to be “FFA 

entrepreneurs” too?

A 
When it comes to SAE projects, the 

number one rule is to do something you 

like! Really work with your agriculture 

teacher to come up with a project that you are 

interested in. When you are working on an 

SAE project you are passionate about, you 

are much more likely to succeed. 

National FFA Central Region 

VICE PRESIDENT

HajjiLaila

FFA National Officer  Q & A
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Volume isn’t the 

only problem with MP3 

players. The tendency 

of people to pop their 

earphones in and listen 

for hours on end 

contributes to the danger.

“The longer you do it, the 

worse it is,” Josephson says. “A 

gunshot, a jackhammer – any loud 

noise can cause hearing loss. But 

prolonged elevated volume is even worse.”

Doctors are working to raise awareness about 

the dangers of MP3 players, especially among the 

younger population.

“Typically, kids think it’s not going to happen to 

them; but it’s already happening to them day by day if 

they’re listening too loudly,” Josephson says. “They’ll 

regret it later on. Cell phones and speaker phones, when 

turned way up, can cause similar damage.”

If you’re worried you may already have hearing 

damage, it’s a good idea to have your ears checked.

“If your ears feel stuffy or blocked or you experience 

ringing in the ears after noise exposure, damage to the 

inner ear has occurred, though it may be reversible at 

first,” Silverstein says. “Voices sounding muffled, ear 

pain or sudden sensitivity to noise may also be signs of 

damage to the inner ear.”

Experts realize teens aren’t going to abandon their 

iPods completely. But limiting exposure to an hour a day 

and keeping the volume down are crucial if you want to 

keep your hearing at its best.

“A good test to know if the music is too loud is to take 

the earphones out and put them on your cheek about two 

inches from your ear,” Josephson suggests. “If you can 

still hear it, it’s too loud.”

Want to get an idea of what may happen if you don’t 

take care of your ears?

“Put cotton in your ears and put your iPod’s earphones 

on top,” Josephson says. “Then you’ll see how you’re 

going to be listening in 20 or 30 years. Music is great, 

but if you want to be able to enjoy it beyond when you’re 

young, it’s important to listen wisely.”

 – Jessica Mozo

Y
ou know how 

before the days 

of iPods and MP3 

players, parents were always 

harping on their teens to turn down 

the music? Well, Mom and Dad may have been right.

MP3 players are causing hearing loss among young 

people, and the main culprit is the music’s high volume.

“Prolonged loud noise causes high-frequency 

hearing loss. Teenagers have a tendency to expose 

themselves to loud noises from iPods, MP3 players and 

other devices with headphones,” says Dr. Herbert 

Silverstein, president of the Silverstein Institute, a 

group of four ear, nose and throat specialists in Florida. 

“If played too loudly, the music from headphones causes 

increased vibration of the inner ear fluids, which in 

turn produces damage to the hair cells of the cochlea. 

The hair cells transmit sound to the hearing nerve and 

the brain, and when they’re damaged, they don’t 

function as well.”

While MP3 players may be one of the hottest electronic 

devices on the market right now, experts say listeners 

should think twice about using them. Hearing specialists 

are increasingly noticing levels of hearing loss once 

associated with old age in people as young as 20, and it 

is believed that hearing loss could affect 5 percent to 10 

percent of MP3 listeners. 

“Every once in a while we see a very young person 

whose hearing is a lot worse than it should be for their 

age,” says Dr. Jordan Josephson, an ear, nose and throat 

specialist from New York City and author of Sinus Relief 

Now. “Kids come in with ringing in their ears and hearing 

damage associated with MP3s. We also see former rock ’n’ 

rollers who might have been performing on stage 20 

years ago and now have significant hearing loss.”

Down!Turn That 
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Before you pop in those 

EARBUDS, be sure you 
know the risks



P
aper résumés have been 

around for decades. But in the 

21st century, where Google 

and Facebook are household words, 

it’s becoming more important to go 

even further than the résumé when 

displaying your skills, experiences 

and talents for educational and 

professional reasons. 

Enter the e-portfolio – an online 

tool that includes your résumé, 

photos, video, audio, samples of your 

work, and references from professors 

or former employers. Because it’s 

online, it can be as creative and 

interactive as you want. Here are 

some tips to help you create your 

own web-based résumé.

Put your BEST REPUTATION forward 
with a multimedia-rich, web-based résumé

1. GET SIGNED UP.

Check into portfolio 

hosting sites such as Coroflot 

(www.coroflot.com) and VisualCV 

(www.visualcv.com), where you 

can browse other portfolios for 

examples and set up your own. 

Another option is to order your 

name as a domain name on a site 

such as www.GoDaddy.com or 

www.1and1.com. Then set up a 

blog (see www.wordpress.org 

and www.blogger.com) with your 

documents, photos and videos, and 

forward your domain name to it. 

2. MAKE IT INTERACTIVE. 

Dream of being a TV news 

reporter? Make a YouTube clip and post 

it on your page. Have a knack for land-

scaping? Show photos of your projects.

3. PROCEED CAREFULLY. 

It’s no secret that anyone in 

the world can access online information. 

So don’t include personal information 

like your Social Security number, and 

don’t use language or images that might 

offend people. And if you borrow 

material from elsewhere, be sure to get 

permission and give proper credit.

4. LET IT GROW. 

Keep your e-portfolio 

fresh by updating it regularly with 

new experiences and skills you 

acquire. Add new information and 

photos as you mature and change. 

 – Jessica Mozo
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Click on In This Issue for links 
to sample e-portfolios.  
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Four QUESTIONS to consider when 
purchasing your own set of wheels 

SmartsCar

B
uying a car is no easy task, 

no matter how old you are. 

But it can be even more 

difficult for young people. 

“Teenagers can easily get talked 

into buying something they can’t 

afford,” says Danny Kofke, teacher 

and author of How to Survive (and 

Perhaps Thrive) on a Teacher’s Salary.

But don’t worry – Kofke has a 

few tips on how to purchase the 

right car for you without breaking 

the bank.

WHAT DO YOU NEED?

First, decide which kind of car 

best meets your individual needs. 

“Ask yourself what type of vehicle 

suits your lifestyle,” Kofke says.

For instance, it may make sense 

to purchase a pickup truck with a 

bed, ideal for towing and storing gear, 

if you play sports. For others, a better 

choice may be a smaller, more compact 

car, which generally has better gas 

mileage and fewer impacts on the 

environment.

HOW MUCH CAN YOU AFFORD?

Kofke suggests determining 

how much you will pay for a vehicle – 

before heading to the dealership. 

“Know your limit,” he says.

In addition, it’s a good idea to 

take other expenses into account 

when deciding how much you’re 

willing to spend. Be prepared for the 

unexpected: accidents, repairs and 

maintenance. 

“Leave yourself some cushion 

room,” Kofke explains. “Anything 

could happen.”

DO YOU REALLY NEED NEW?

Consider buying a used vehicle. 

“I definitely think you have to 

gear toward a used car,” Kofke says. 

“A brand-new car loses a lot of value 

the second you drive it off the lot.”

The reason for this is the 

depreciation factor; each year, a 

vehicle’s value decreases by 15 

percent to 20 percent. “Depreciation 

is the decline in a car’s value over 

the course of its working life,” 

explains Kofke.

CAN YOU PAY WITH CASH?

While it may be tempting to take 

out a loan to buy a fancier, newer 

vehicle, think twice. 

“You don’t want to start out in 

debt and have payments to worry 

about,” Kofke says.

Another benefit to paying with 

cash? You may be taken more 

seriously, making the car-buying 

process easier. 

“If you have cash in your hand, 

you can make a deal,” he says. “You 

can do some serious negotiating.”

If you must borrow money, be 

aware that it may be difficult to 

secure a loan. It’s important – if not 

crucial – to have credit history, 

which is a record of your paid and 

unpaid debts. Many times, teenagers 

will ask their parents to cosign on a 

vehicle, which allows the lender to 

pull credit history for both you and 

your parent, often securing a lower 

interest rate for your loan.

“A credit history helps a lender 

to determine whether a potential 

borrower has a history of repaying 

debts in a timely manner,” says Kofke. 

“If you can’t qualify for a loan, you 

don’t need to be buying a car.”

 – Jessica Walker
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Cooking, 
FFA-Style

Looking for a holiday 

gift for your culinary-minded 

agriculture teacher, FFA alumni 

president or even your own 

parents? Consider this new 

FFA cookbook. 

The FFA Cookbook presents 

more than 200 recipes from 

current and alumni FFA 

members and is illustrated 

throughout with photos from 

the organization’s past and 

present. Even the cookbook 

editor, Erin J. Heinen Petersilie, 

is an FFA alumna from Kansas. 

To order your copy of The 

FFA Cookbook, visit

www.voyageurpress.com. 

booksvideo

Watch and 
Upload FFA 
Videos

FFA is now on 

www.SchoolTube.com! Check 

out our awesome videos and 

share them with your friends 

and family. Plus, we want you 

to upload your chapter’s FFA 

videos, too!

Never been to 

www.SchoolTube.com? It’s a 

safe media-sharing website 

entirely focused on educational 

organizations – like FFA. 

To see the FFA videos, go to 

www.schooltube.com/user/

nationalffa. 
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Win Cash For 
Your Chapter

Show off your chapter’s 

knowledge and creativity with 

the FFA Sustainability Through 

Biotechnology video contest.  

Winning chapters will 

receive a $500 check to purchase 

new audio/video equipment for 

your chapter, a visit from one 

of the contest judges and have 

your video featured on ffa.org.

Create and submit a three-

minute video that shows how 

modern agriculture is helping 

our planet. Upload to the FFA 

Channel on SchoolTube.com 

by Dec. 15, 2009. 

Check out the video page 

on ffa.org for offi cial contest 

rules, submission forms, 

resources and more!

videoweb

Convention 
Continues 
Online

The fun of the national FFA 

convention continues online! 

Visit the convention page at 

ffanewhorizons.org for a recap 

of the 82nd National FFA 

Convention and links to stories, 

videos, blogs, microblogs, photos 

and more from the event. 

If you attended the convention, 

you may even see yourself in a 

photo, video or blog post! 

Also be sure to check out 

www.ffa.org/convention for 

lists of award winners, press 

releases, feature articles and 

more coverage of the 82nd 

National FFA Convention. 
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Emilie Bocker hopes to practice medicine in rural Illinois.

E
milie Bocker first realized an interest 

in medicine while providing basic care 

to the livestock on her family’s farm. 

An FFA alumna of the Eastland FFA Chapter 

in Lanark, Ill., and a former FFA state officer, 

Bocker has combined her love of medicine with 

her agricultural background as a student within 

the Rural Medicine Education Program at the 

University of Illinois College of Medicine – Rockford. 

The program, designed to encourage more 

medical doctors to practice in rural areas, is 

perfect for someone like Bocker, who plans to 

become a family medicine physician and practice 

in rural Illinois. 

Bocker
Illinois FFA ALUMNA finds 

a career in rural medicine 

QHow have your FFA experiences and 

farm background helped prepare you 

for being a rural medical doctor?

A
My interest in medicine actually 

started on my farm, but with the 

livestock rather than people. As I grew 

older, I realized how much I liked human 

medicine and how much I enjoyed being able 

to interact with my patients. Through FFA, I 

gained the leadership and communication skills 

that are essential to a career as a doctor. 

QWhy do you think a career in medicine 

is a good fit for an FFA member?

A
When most people think of career 

options in a rural area, they think 

of careers in agriculture. It is also 

necessary to have people around who are 

able to meet the needs of those who do work 

in agriculture. I am excited to work with 

patients who have similar backgrounds as 

mine. I think that because of my own rural 

background, I have a better understanding 

of what rural patients’ lives are like and 

what might affect their health.

QWhat advice do you have for FFA 

members who are struggling to 

determine their future careers? 

A
Explore your options. Opportunities 

are presented to us every day, and it’s 

important that we keep our eyes open 

and take advantage of them. Ask a lot of 

questions. There is no better way to come to 

an understanding of what a career is truly 

like than by talking to someone who works 

in that field. I’ve also learned how important 

it is that you are prepared ahead of time by 

understanding what the career field is like. 

Job shadowing is also a good way to get 

experience firsthand. 

Emilie 
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