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Faculty and Staff News

Debra Wood honored with named scholarship as first winner of lab
researcher award

Student Showcase

Student Research Program in Academic Medicine poster session

News to Use

Reminder: InScope launches 'mobile-first' redesign

Opportunities

Indiana Biobank biospecimen storage for pilot studies -- Request for
applications

Poster abstracts sought for Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Sixth
Annual Meeting

IU Center of Excellence in Molecular Hematology Pilot and Feasibility
program grant

Fall 2014 Core Pilot Grants -- Request for applications

Kudos

Emeritus professor authors new book

Sound Medicine

Sound Medicine: Health care after Hurricane Katrina

Events
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9/6/2014

Indiana State Medical Association Alliance networking event

9/8/2014

Emergency Medicine Research Boot Camp course

9/8/2014

Providing Healthcare on the Northern Cameroon-Nigeria Border

9/10/2014

14th annual Doris H. Merritt Lecture in Women’s Health

9/10/2014

Biocrossroads Frameworx: Global Health Research in Indiana

9/12/2014

Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment Symposium

View more events »

Research News

IU Simon Cancer Center joins new National Clinical Trials Network

The IU Simon Cancer Center has been selected as one of only 30 sites in the country to lead cancer clinical
trials in a new national network.

The National Cancer Institute designated the IU Simon Cancer Center as a Lead Academic Participating Site
in its new National Clinical Trials Network. The network, which focuses on phase Il clinical trials, is designed
to improve the speed and efficiency of the design, launch and conduct of clinical trials; make optimal use of
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scientific innovations; improve selection, prioritization, support and completion of clinical trials; and foster
expanded participation of both patients and physicians.

Lead sites will provide scientific leadership in the development and conduct of clinical trials.

The IU Simon Cancer Center was chosen as a lead site because of its demonstrated ability to enroll high
numbers of patients onto trials as well as scientific leadership in the design and conduct of clinical trials. U
investigators have led trials that have defined the standard of care in many malignancies, including those of
the testis, thymus, pancreas and breast.

Three affiliates are part of the IU Simon Cancer Center lead site. They are the Richard A. Roudebush VA
Medical Center, the IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital and the IU Health Central Indiana Cancer Centers.
National Clinical Trial Network research at the affiliate sites is overseen and managed by the IU Simon
Cancer Center, allowing patients full access to the network’s trials combined with the convenience and
support that comes with receiving treatment locally.

The National Clinical Trials Network is intended to improve treatment for the more than 1.6 million Americans
diagnosed with cancer each year, according to the National Cancer Institute.

BACKTO TOP A

IU researchers isolate inflammatory process that damages lungs of donors with
traumatic brain injury

IU research published Sept. 3 in Science Translational Medicine sheds light on the potentially lethal process
by which outcomes for lung transplant recipients are negatively impacted by donors who experienced
traumatic brain injury.

An interdisciplinary team co-led by Fletcher A. White, Ph.D., the Vergil K. Stoelting Professor of Anesthesia,
and David S. Wilkes, M.D., executive associate dean for research affairs and director of the Center for
Immunobiology at the 1U School of Medicine, found evidence of fluid accumulation in the lung within hours
after head trauma. The fluid limits, which the ability of the lung to oxygenate the bloodstream, is particularly
relevant in the case of a donor lungs, which may become unsuitable for transplantation. The IU researcher
then aimed to determine how precisely brain injury is tied to this lung injury, and the pathway by which this
inflammatory process becomes active in the lungs, with the most likely candidates narrowed down to the
HMGB1-RAGE pathway. (A molecule named HMGB1 is released into the blood stream following head
trauma.) The connection between higher HMGBL1 levels in donors and poorer short-term outcomes in
transplant recipients was confirmed based upon a biobank of lung transplant recipient and donor blood and
tissue samples developed by Dr. Wilkes in collaboration with the 1U Health Lung Transplant Program.

The majority of lungs used in transplantation are procured from brain dead donors, of which between 40 and
70 percent have sustained traumatic brain injury. Moreover, only 15 to 20 percent of all lungs evaluated
deemed appropriate for transplant. The researchers are optimistic that, by identifying a therapeutic target for
the traumatic brain injury-induced lung impairment, the scarce donor pool of lungs may expand and recipient
outcomes will improve.

For more on the study, visit the IUSM Newsroom.
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IUSM grants and awards report -- July 2014
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IU School of Medicine researchers earned about $6.6 million in grants and awards -- excluding commercial
projects -- in July 2014,
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Faculty and Staff News

Debra Wood honored with named scholarship as first winner of lab researcher
award

Debra Wood, assistant professor of clinical pathology and laboratory medicine at the IU School of Medicine,
has been named the first recipient of the urEssential Award from Cardinal Health.

The award is designed to recognize the contributions that laboratorians make every day to provide care for
patients. In her role as program director for the Histotechnology Distance Learning Program, Wood is
dedicated to developing the skills and knowledge of a profession that has one of the highest vacancy rates
in the field.

In addition, Wood has worked with nearly 400 laboratories/facilities to train students and to better understand
guidelines. She serves on the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences, volunteering as
a member of the Review Committee for Accredited Programs, site visitor and paper reviewer for programs
going through the accreditation process as well as formulating and making approval recommendations. In
2012, she served on the Standards Review Task Force and was appointed as a Discipline Lead Person to
provide interpretation of the standards to program officials.

As chair for the American Society for Pathologist Histotechnology HT/HTL Exam Committee, Wood keeps
committee members aware of trends relevant to the field of histotechnology. She also works to ensure that
committee members have diverse backgrounds by recruiting professionals from the clinical laboratory,
veterinary and research industry.

The Cardinal Health urEssential Award provides support to students pursuing careers in laboratory medicine,
with a $20,000 scholarship in Wood's name to be provided to the institute of her choice.
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Student Showcase

Student Research Program in Academic Medicine poster session

Student Research Program in Academic Medicine participants will present their research at a poster
session from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 4, in the VanNuys Medical Science Building atrium.

SRPInAM students spent 12 weeks each summer under the mentorship of IU School of Medicine researchers
on their own research projects. They also attended weekly seminars to learn more about the process of
considering research as a future endeavor. All SRPinAM students are second-year medical students. The
director of the program is Nadia Carlesso, M.D., Ph.D., associate professor of pediatrics and of medical and
molecular genetics.

Prior to the poster session, SRPinAM named eight students scholarship recipients based on oral
presentations delivered July 31 and Aug. 1 in the VanNuys Medical Science Building atrium. Chen Mu, a
second-year medical student, received first place with a scholarship of $13,000. Mu's research mentor was
Yan Liu, Ph.D., assistant professor of pediatrics. Additional awards ranged from $5,000 to $1,000. Additional
scholarship winners' names are online.

For more information on the program, visit the Office of Medical Student Affairs' website.
If you have questions, contact Jose Espada at jespada@iu.edu.

BACKTO TOP A

News to Use

Reminder: InScope launches 'mobile-first' redesign

This week marks the first issue of the redesigned InScope, the official weekly internal newsletter for faculty,
staff, residents, fellows and students at the IU School of Medicine

The new format, which was undertaken in collaboration with the IU School of Medicine Faculty Steering
Committee and based upon feedback from a communications survey in March 2013, features a streamlined,
"mobile-first" responsive to viewing device. The layout has also been optimized for easy viewing and at-a-
glance information with a single page design that addresses the "on-the-go" work environment of many
faculty, staff and students at the IU School of Medicine.

All major categories are viewable beneath large text headlines that directly link to additional information on a
single, scrollable webpage. Event items go to the IUSM Calendar, which also features additional activities
beyond those found in the weekly email.

The design and technical implementation were provided by I[U Communications. For more information, see
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the complete announcement from the Aug. 28 issue of InScope.
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Opportunities

Indiana Biobank biospecimen storage for pilot studies -- Request for applications

The Indiana Biobank requests applications from researchers who wish to store biospecimens in support of
pilot or feasibility studies.

The Indiana Biobank is a statewide resource of human biological specimens that are linked to electronic
medical records whose mission is to create a collection of well characterized specimens that can serve as a
research resource to enhance translational research.

This RFA seeks to expand the custom collections available through the Indiana Biobank. Applicants can
request samples be collected from up to 20 individuals. The types of samples that may be collected include:
blood (for RNA, plasma, serum or DNA), saliva, or urine. Applicants must provide an approved specimen
collection protocol or must work with Indiana Biobank staff to develop a collection protocol that satisfies
criteria established by the biobank.

The Indiana Biobank currently contains samples from over 15,000 individuals, all of which are linked (with
informed consent) thorough the medical record number to the Indiana Network for Patient Care. The biobank
has the capacity to collect specific specimens (e.g., plasma, serum, urine) to meet an investigator’s research
needs. With informed consent, biobank specimens can be used for broad, unspecified future research.

Three applications will be funded for up to $5,000 each. Applications are due 5 p.m. Monday, Sept. 15.

To apply, visit the Indiana CTSI grants portal and enter your institutional username and password.
Applications instructions are located under "Pilot Funding for Custom Biospecimen Collection Using
INDIANA BIOBANK (IB) Infrastructure - 2014.09."

If you have questions on the appropriate scope of proposals, contact Tatiana Foroud, M.D.,

at tforoud@iu.edu, or Brooke Patz at bpatz@iu.edu. If you have questions on grant submissions or
budgeting, contact Anne Nguyen at 317-278-2874 or info@indianactsi.org. Direct all other questions
to ictsi@iu.edu or 317-278-CTSI (2874).

The Indiana Biobanks was established in 2010 with initial support from the Lilly Endowment. Additional
support is provided by the Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute, one of more than 60
institutes supported by National Institutes of Health National Center for Advancing translational Sciences.

BACK TO TOP A

Poster abstracts sought for Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Sixth
Annual Meeting

Poster abstracts are sought for the Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute Sixth Annual
Meeting, "From Academic Centers to Population Health," from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, Sept. 26, at the
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Hine Hall Auditorium on the IUPUI campus in Indianapolis.

To submit an abstract for the scientific poster session, please fill out a submission form by Monday, Sept.
15. All relevant posters will be accepted up to the maximum capacity and should be no larger than 4-feet-by-
4-feet. There will be awards for best poster presentations.

The keynote speaker for the Sixth Annual Indiana CTSI Meeting will be David Hickam, M.D., MPH, director of
the Clinical Effectiveness Research Program at the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute, who will
present "Vision of PCORI for Patient Engagement, Pragmatic Clinical Trials and Medical Informatics." Dr.
Hickam is responsible for the development of PCORI's research program, which evaluates comparisons
among alternative clinical strategies in a broad range of clinical domains. He is also the founding director of
the John M. Eisenberg Clinical Decisions and Communications Science Center, supported by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services' Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, which develops
innovative approaches for the use evidence-based information to help people participate in decision making
about their health care.

Additional speakers included Jay L. Hess, M.D., Ph.D., MHSA, dean of the IU School of Medicine and vice
president for university clinical affairs at IU; and Paul K. Halverson, Dr.Ph., dean of the IU Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health at IUPUI. IUPUI Chancellor Charles R. Bantz, Ph.D., will deliver the
welcome.

AE complete agenda is online. To RSVP, visit the registration page. Anyone from the Indiana CTSI
members institutions of IU, Purdue University and the University of Notre Dame are welcome to attend. This
is a free event. Lunch will be provided.

If you have guestions, contact info@indianactsi.org.
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IU Center of Excellence in Molecular Hematology Pilot and Feasibility program
grant

The IU Center of Excellence in Molecular Hematology announces the availability of a new round of funding
opportunity through the Pilot and Feasibility program of the Center.

Applications should focus on the molecular and cellular biology of normal murine and human hematopoietic
stem and progenitor cell regulation and the hematopoietic parameters impacting the efficient use of these
cells in clinical transplantation and in cellular and gene therapy. Applications will be reviewed by an internal
review committee and rankings will be completed based on significance, innovation, approach, feasibility,
and the prospect of obtaining extramural funding for the proposed project. Applications focused on malignant
hematopoiesis will be removed from the review.

IU faculty at the rank of assistant or associate professor or an equivalent research rank are eligible.
Investigators with outside funding can apply provided there is no overlap between their funded research and
the proposal submitted for this mechanism. Previous recipients of Center of Excellence in Molecular
Hematology Pilot and Feasibility program grants in the last cycle of funding are not eligible.

Funding for a maximum of $12,500 should be requested for supplies and fees. For more information on
eligibility and application requirements, please & download the complete application guidelines.
Applications are due 5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 26.

Submit your application documents electronically (as single pdf containing all the required forms) to Edward

http://inscope.medicine.iu.edu/issues/2014/2014-09-04.html[12/14/2015 9:20:57 AM]



https://redcap.uits.iu.edu/surveys/?s=bELzBdmVJ8
http://www.indianactsi.org/site/events/2014_indianactsi_annualmtg_agenda.pdf
http://www.indianactsi.org/index.php?option=com_rsform&formId=113
mailto:info@indianactsi.org
http://www.iu.edu/~iunews/img/in-scope/Aug28_2014/PFAnnounc080714.pdf

Sept. 4, 2014: : Issues: InScope: Indiana University
F. Srour, Ph.D., at esrour@iupui.edu and April D. Maines at amaines@iupui.edu.
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Fall 2014 Core Pilot Grants -- Request for applications

The Indiana CTSI Fall 2014 Core Pilot Grants seeks applications from researchers who wish to use
technologies and expertise afforded by the Indiana CTSI core facilities at 1U, Purdue University and the
University of Notre Dame.

The program aims to promote the use of technologies and expertise afforded by the CTSI Core Facilities.
Examples of eligible projects include obtaining critical preliminary data for a grant application (either new
award or competing renewal), obtaining a critical reagent or resource for new studies (e.g.: a new transgenic
or knockout mouse model) or pilot experiments to test a new idea or establish a new line of research.

Successful proposals will demonstrate outstanding scientific merit that can be linked to generating extramural
funding or novel intellectual property. Success of the program will be viewed, in part, by the fostering of new
funded grants or providing significant contributions to grant renewals. Proposals will be judged with equal
measure on scientific merit and the likelihood of generating new intellectual property or extramural grant
support.

Applications to this program are expected to have a maximum requested amount of $10,000; projects
typically are one to two years in duration.

Funding is for utilization of designated Indiana CTSI core facilities only. The Indiana CTSI website includes
descriptions of all available cores at IU, Purdue and Notre Dame. The Indiana CTSI seal denotes cores
eligible under this program.

The application deadline is 4 p.m. Monday, Sept. 29.

Faculty from IU, Purdue and Notre Dame are eligible to apply. For university- and campus-specific eligibility
guidelines, or to apply, visit the Indiana CTSI grants portal and enter your institutional username and
password. Applications instructions are located under "Pilot Funding for Research Use of Core Facilities -
2014.09."

For more information, email Anne Nguyen at 317-278-2874 or info@indianactsi.org.
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Kudos

Emeritus professor authors new book

Roland (Rolly) B. McGrath, M.D., professor emeritus of emergency medicine and medicine, is the author of a
new book, "Rain Boy," released on Aug. 12.

The book, published by Tate Publishing and Enterprises, LLC, is a collection of conversations and
interactions with the author's 27-year-old Autistic son. It contains short anecdotes highlighting the author's
son'’s disabilities, challenges, savantism and more in personal conversations and e-mail with his siblings
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and selected close friends. These scenarios highlight some of the characteristics of autism while unveiling
the raw charm, gentility, humor and sadness that can surround those with such disabilities.

"The intent of my effort was to share an experience with either of two audiences: those who work with, live
with and otherwise care about people with challenges because they would recognize and most appreciate
and identify with the scenarios revealed, and the general public, for whom this immersion may be important
to prepare for the inevitable contact with those with challenges," Dr. McGrath said.

Based upon data solicited between 2006 and 2008, the Centers for Disease Control has reported that the
prevalence of developmental disorders among U.S. children was 1 in 6, and Autism Spectrum Disorder 1 in

88.
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