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LANDING A FISH BY THE TALE 

As an avid fishennan, I am painfully familiar with the story of the 
"one that got away." How many of these tales are true we'll never 
know-they usually grow in importance with the number of beers 
consumed while the story is being told. In reality, it's not important 
that the story is true-'cause it's the story that's important. 

Some of the stories I have heard, but not witnessed, include the ,.._ 
one about the fisherman who cast unsuccessfully all day. On his last 
cast as he pulled the plug out of the water,a 13*-·pound northern leaped 
for the plug, missed and landed in the bottom of the boat. One fisher
man landed a 10-pound lake trout that had three hooks and five spinners 
in its stomach-and another lure and leader protruding from its mouth. 
A catfish had 11 hooks and 50 feet of line in its stomach. A rainbow 
trout was caught stuffed with 17 alewives in various stages of diges
tion-one protruding part way out of his mouth. On the ocean, a fisher
man hooked a huge tuna that pulled the boat 200 miles over the next 
62 hours as fishermen took turns fighting it. The reward was a 792. 
pound tuna. A guy in Tennessee hooked a bundle while fishing which 
turned out to be $685.00. And so it goes. 

The picture describes one of my own experiences. Fishing with a fly rod and only a light trout leader, a 16-inch walleye took my 
minnow. As I started to pull in the walleye, a large northern hit the walleye amidships-and hung on. Our 15-minute tussl~ resulted in 
a 38-inch northern and. a 16-inch walleye. They are mounted as they were caught and are on display in the Doering residence. Another 
time, I thought I had a huge fish on only to discover that two small-mouth bass had struck simultaneously with one on the front set 
of hooks and another on the rear set. Another time, a northern tried to eat our waUeyes on the stringer so my wife put the landing net 
under the northern and we had a fish without much difficulty-of course, we had to throw it back 'cause it's illegal to use walleye for bait!!! 

Of course, I have the usual stories about the big one that got away. The usual stories about broken lines and broken hearts. The 
largest northern I have mounted is 20 pounds and was caught 2Yi hours after it had broken my line in the first place. So, how does all 
this equate with the FFA Alumni? Pretty simple:We're letting the "big ones get away." In some states, we use no lures, no live bait, no 
inducement. The number of fish that jump in a boat are few in number- most need some gentle persuasion. There's a lot of fish out 
there, but not many will take the bait presented by you. Think how optimistic the early organizers of the Alumni program were. They 
expected 20,000 members the first year-eight years later, we are still trying to reach that mark. The FFA Alumni is a great organiza
tion with tremendous goals and aspirations. But inducement, advertising and promotion are needed. Will you receive the Legion of 
Merit this year? I'm going to try for this award-how about joining me? 

A good strong line, properly presented is all that is needed. Any old fisherman wiU tell you that. 

FF A ALUMNI FLAG 

The National FF A Alumni in cooperation with the FF A 
Supply Service is proud to announce that an FF A Alumni 
Flag (3x5 feet) is available for purchase to any FFA Alumni 
member or affdiate. The Minnesota FFA Alumni has played a 
vital role in stimulating the development and production of 
the flag. As a result, the first FF A Alumni Flag will be presented 
to the Minnesota FFA Alumni Association. Your state or local 
FF A Alumni Affiliate can order a flag for approximately $50 
from the FFA Supply Service after September 1. If a flag is 
needed before this date, contact the Alumni office so that 
special arrangements can be made. 

LEGION OF MERIT AWARD 

To recognize and honor active leadership, the Legion of 
Merit Citation has been created exclusively for those whose 
personal efforts and initiative have helped to build the FFA 
Alumni Association. To qualify for this special Legion of Merit 
Citation, all you need to do is enroll 10 or more NEW FFA 
Alumni members, or five NEW Life members, or five FFA 
Executive Sponsors--and send their names, and yours, along 
with the official application to the FF A Alumni office at least 
30 days prior to the Annual Meeting. 

Send your completed applications to the FFA Alumni 
Association, P. 0. Box 15058, Alexandria, Virginia 22309. 



PLAN TO ATTEND 

Make plans to attend the FF A Alumni and FF A Conven
tions in Kansas City, Missouri, on November 12-14. The FFA 
Alumni will have the opportunity to attend activities which 
will allow a better understanding of your FF A Alumni Associa
tion, and also an opportunity to view the educational and 
inspirational FFA Convention. The FFA Alumni will host a 
reception for the Honorary American Farmers and Leadership 
Workshops for FFA members and advisors and FFA Alumni. 
The FFA Alumni Convention sessions will be held on Wednes
day and Thursday mornings. 

EXECUTIVE SPONSORS 

FF A· ... You can make a difference! Your investment as an 
Executive Sponsor will continue the prestigious Star Greenhand, 
Star Farmer, and Star Agribusinessman programs in local chap
ters across this nation. The one-half million young men and 
women working toward improvement, striving toward excel
lence, becoming better people ... because you cared enough to 
_mak~p_ersonal commitment. 

FFA ..• The Executive Sponsor Commitment. Executive 
Sponsors to FF A make a personal commitment by investing 
$100 or more. Your investment will be a meaningful commit· 
ment to young people, to FF A, and to the future of agriculture. 
The future is now ... and now we ask you to join the hundreds 
of others who annually become Executive Sponsors. 

The FF A Alumni salutes the 1980 Executive Sponsors. 
The following have contributed $100 since our last newsletter 
as an investment toward the vocational agriculture -FF A pro
gram. The Executive Sponsor funds directly support the pres
tigious Star Greenhand, Star Farmer, and Star Agribusinessman 
Award Programs and the FFA Alumni Association. 

Romaine J. Ace . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brooklyn, Wisconsin 
Robert W. Boeke . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . Bettendorf, Iowa 
Forrest Bryant ......•.......••.... Kansas City, Missouri 
Sydney 0. Chase Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sanford, florida 
Wayne F. Fox ...•.......•...••.•.... Des Moines, Iowa 
Jim Guilinger •••...................• Sycamore, Illinois 
William P. Harsh •...•..•.•.......• Overland Park, Kansas 
John and Mary Hoover ............. Shawnee MIS11ion, Kansas 
Charles D. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . McPherson, Kansas 
John H. Kelly ..•.•.............••.. Nutley, New Jersey 
H. Eugene Knutson ............•....... Newton, Kansas 
Paul C. Krouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . North Hmok, Illinois 
Allen A. Kutnick .......•.•.......... Nutley, New Jersey 
Lancas~r FFA-AJumnl ;-;-; ; .. • -•.. --. -;--~ewltet',-Wise-OffSffi --
F. D. Loudenslager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marion, Ohio 
H. G. McCarty . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . New Holland, Pennsylvania 
Virgil Martinson •....•..........••. Stoughton, Wisconsin 
Neal Nicholson ..................... Hartford, Wisconsin 
L. E. Roll . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New York, New York 
Melvin E. Sims . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . Quincy, Illinois 
Dick Sneddon ...........•.••...... Kansas City, Missouri 
Earl R. Sorensin ..................•. Fennville, Michigan 
Donald L. Staheli . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • New Canaan, Connecticut 
Cutry W. Stoup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Naples, l'lorida 
J. N. Tiemann .............•....... Kansas City, Missouri 
Roy W. Uelner . • . . . • • • . • . . . . . . • . . Brookfield, Wisconsin 

SLIDE-TAPE PRESENTATION 

The FFA Alumni is presently developing a JS-minute 
slide-tape presentation called "FFA Alumni-It's Working." 
It will explain the ways the National FF A Alumni is support· 
ing and servin,& vocational agriculture-FF A. The premiere show· 
ing will be at the National FF A Alumni Convention. The slide· 
tape production costs are sponsored by Ace Bolt and Nut 
Company. The script is being written by Dan Reuwee, former 
Director of Information with the FFA and now with the 
National Soybean Association. The narration will be done by 
Orlon Samuelson· of WGN Broadcasting Company in Chicago. 

HALL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

The National FF A Alumni presented on your behalf a 
check for $500 to the FF A Foundation for the Hall of Achieve
ment. The Hall of Achievement will include a memento room, 
library, resource center, conference rooms, and exhibits, and 
will be available to the thousands of FFA Alumni, FFA mem
bers, and guests, who visit the National FFA Center. FFA 
Alumni members, affiliates, and State Associations are encour
aged to support this outstanding exhibit. 

Pictured below is a portion of the auditorium gallery display 
which features the FF A Alumni Association. This exhibit, spon
sored by John Deere, is the first of ten areas to be finished as 
part of the Hall of Achievement. 

WEA ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

Congratulations goes to Paul Ehrhardt of Oakfield, Wiscon· 
sin, for receiving the 1980 WEA scholarship sponsored by the 
National FFA Alumni. The $130 was presented to Paul on 
June 10 as he prepared for departure on a 12-month Around
The-World WEA program. 

I'd like to thank the FFA Alumni and the en tire FF A 
for your support of the WEA program. The tour is 
already quite interesting and educational, and I'm 
really looking forward to the remainder of the WEA 
placen.tent. 

Thinss in Brussels are quite different than how it is 
in A/merica. The differences really make me think 
about life and wonder why the differences exist. I 
like the city of Brussels very much and enjoy watch· 
ing the people and seeing how much the same people 
are throughout the world, and how much they 
differ in many ways. 

I'd especially like to thank you for the scholarship 
money as I have found dollaFs don't go very far in 
Belgium or any of Europe. The WEA program is very 
much worthwhile and hope to see you continue to 
support it. Thanks for supporting me, and the entire 
FF A program. 



WASHINGTON FF A LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

The National FF A Alumni awarded 21 scholarships valued at 
$4,200.00 this summer. The National FFA Alumni awards one 
scholarship for every 500 active FF A Alumni members in a state. 
The scholarship winners are selected by the State FF A Alumni. 

Pictured above are Michael Larson, Evansville, WI; Jeff 
Zimmerman, Forest, IL; Mike Torrey, Wamego, KS; Pat Steiner, 
New Holstein, WI; Jim Kasten, Omro, WI; and Lisa Byrd, 
Oxford, OH, which were Alumni scholarship winners attending 
the June 23-27 Conference. 

SALUTE WESTMER FFA ALUMNI 

The Westmer FF A Alumni in Illinois kept their vocational 
agriculture-FF A program running in an outstanding manner 
until a new teacher was found to fill a vacancy created in mid· 
year. Eldon Aupperle, FFA Alumni President for Illinois, spoke 
at their banquet this spring and reported this FF A Alumni 
group is an outstanding example of a local alumni in action. 

STATE FF A OFFICERS BECOME 
LIFE MEMBERS 

Another milestone has been reached in Wisconsin during 
1980. The entire PFA officer team has become lifetime mem
bers of the National and Wisconsin FF A Alumni Association. 
This group has energetically promoted the FF A Alumni concept 
throughout the year during their chapter visits. This support 
has led to the establishment of 18 new affiliates and 864 
additional Alumni members. These dedicated young people 
are helping to assure the continued growth and relevance of 
FFA in Wisconsin. Wisconsin has already surpassed last year's 
(J 979) total of 3,622 members. 

FF A ALUMNI INTERN 

Steve Washington, the 1980 FF A Alumni Intern, is pictured 
with Robert Cox, Executive Director of the National FF A 
Alumni, CQngressman Wes, Watkins from Oklahoma, and Con
gressman Carroll Hubbard from Kentucky. The intern position, 
established to provide visibility to vocational agriculture-FF A 
in the governmental affairs area, has proven to be very success
ful. The FF A Alumni Association has an agreement with the 
Congressional Rural Caucus for the FF A Alumni to serve on a 
half-time basis in their Capital office. As a result, the FF A 
Alumni Intern has the benefits of other Congressional interns 
that include educational seminars and use of the Library of 
Congress. Congressman Watkins serves as Chairman of the 
Congressional Rural Caucus and Congressman Hubbard is an 
active member. Steve is a former Kentucky FFA President 
and presently is a student at Iowa State University. Steve 
recently made the following statement about the first month 
of his internship: 

The day of the FF A Alumni intern is far from 
being dulL Mornings are filled with briefings and 
contacts to disseminate vocational agriculture
FF A. My afternoons are involved with the Con
gressional Rural Caucus, which monitors legislation 
that affects rural America and helps to see that 
rural life is sustained in the highest degree. Since 
my major in college is public service and adminis
tration in agriculture, it is hard to imagine a better 
position to learn and to give service to the FFA 
and rural living which has done so much in shaping 
my life. 
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Amon Herd Columbia, Missouri 
Blais T, Margagliano Purcell, Oklahoma 
Phil Pease Melba, Idaho 
John D. Todd Powell, Tennessee 
Lee Todd Memphis, Tennessee 
Glenn E. Caves Laurel, Mississippi 
James N. McClanahan Owasso, Oklahoma 
Todd P. Seeley Boscobel, Wisconsin 
Thomas D, McKittrick Viola, Wisconsin 
Richard Aide Fox Lake, Wisconsin 
FJlen Farrell Hill City, Kansas 
Jim Montgomery Hill City, Kansas 
Oscar Brown Hill City, Kansas 
George Gustafson Palco, Kansas 
Cletus Roberts Hill City, Kansas 
Dwight Roberts Hill City, Kansas 
Richard Johnson Washington, Kansas 
Robert McClellan Monroe, Georgia 
Gregory L. Bamford Haxtun, Colorado 
Zane Wondercheck Newman Grove, Nebraska 
Kenneth Neff Wahoo, Nebraska 
Dee A. McCarthy Cuba City, Wisconsin 
Gordon Mleziva Denmark, Wisconsin 

~---Roger Wauters Denmark,Wisconsin 
Myron E. Jeglum Monroe, Wisconsin 
James Sullivan Monroe, Wisconsin 
Keith C. Plummer Carroll, Ohio 
John Neff New Lexington, Ohio 
George R. Burg Prairie Village, Kansas 
Tim Hein Marysville, Ohio 
Ted Hoover Raymond, Ohio 
Gary J. Lee Marysville, Ohio 
Amer Rausch Marysville, Ohio 
Allen Hartschuh Sycamore, Ohio 
Gary Moffett Shirley Basin, Wyoming 
Mildred H. Moore Pope, Mississippi 
Claire Jerrett Lancaster, Wisconsin 
Helen Oehrlien Lancaster, Wisconsin 
Keith Roesch Lancaster, Wisconsin 
Jerry T. Davis Grass Valley, California 
Monica L. Brodersen Hudson, Wisconsin 
Mark Liepold Boring, Oregon 
Nicholas Kristof Gaston, Oregon 
James W. Mullins Stuarts Draft, Virginia 
Perry W. Morgan China Grove, North Carolina 
James L. Miller Salisbury, North Carolina 
Richard Phillips Statesville, North Carolina 
Larry Erickson Kalona, Iowa 
Daniel White Postville, Iowa 
Dwaine A. Tesnohlidek Fruitland, Idaho 
Robert Adkins Walkersville, Maryland 
Robert E. Norris Kimberly,Idaho 
John Schultz Denmark, Wisconsin 
Julie M. Vacho Ladysmith, Wisconsin 
James Cooper Lima, Ohio 
Robert C. Myers Thurmont, Maryland 

Mary Glass 
Jim Ruth 
Thurman Craig 
Jeane L. Browning 
Allen Bassler 
Bobby L. Bower 
Leroy Hodge 
Spudds Widener 
Edwin Malzahn 
Duane McNeil 
Walter H. Freese 
James Gottschalk 
Paul Thiele 
Vert E. Hentges 
Virginia L. Hentges 
Peggy Gottschalk_ 
Neils Anderson 
Mary E. Millzahn 
David Sewell 
Alan G. Anderson 
Donald L. Bullock 
Jerry Curnow 
Walter Moore 
Glen Linder 
Ron Kurschner 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Morrice, Michigan 
Willard, Wisconsin 

Plainview, Texas 
Rocky Ridge, Missouri 

Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 
Perry, Oklahoma 

Owasso, Oklahoma 
Harrington, Delaware 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 
Waupaca, Wisconsin 

Blanchardville, Wisconsin 
Blanchardville, Wisconsin 

Crawford, Georgia 
Chapman, Nebraska 

Wilber, Nebraska 
Wilber, Nebraska 
Wilber, Nebraska 
Wilber, Nebraska 
Wilber, Nebraska 

Poway, California 

D. Gary Farmer 
Gregory Greving 
Norman E. Fritz 
Vernon Huenke 
Robert L. Kracke 
Lawrence Ourecky 
Lloyd Ourecky 
David W. Zanders 
Merlin Limberg 
Dale Nohl 
Gerald Schulz 
Duke Thurs 
Jerry Huehl 
Norman Grove 
Jeff A. Leonard 
Dale Lotspeich 
David Laatsch 
Bernie Staller 
Samuel L. Hay 
Cindy M. Hays 
Terry Nelson 

Greenbush, Wisconsin 
Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin 

Plymouth, Wisconsin 
River Falls, Wisconsin 

Chelsea, Michigan 
Midland, Virginia 
Midland, Virginia 

Lyle Nielsen 
Kevin Wetovick 
Ray Chvatal 
Ronald Wach 

~Claude Scott Garber 
Jeff Miller 
A. L. Bell 
Lyle Blakley 
Lynda makley 
Nancy Blakley 

Deeth, Nevada 
Tigerton, Wisconsin 

Middleton, Wisconsin 
Suva, Fiji Islands 

Johnson City, Tennessee 
Long Island, KanljllS 
Creighton, Nebraska 
Creighton, Nebraska 

Colon, Nebraska 
Hayes Center, Nebraska 

Staunton, Virginia 
Bronson, Florida 

Claremore, Oklahoma 
Oologah, Oklahoma 
Oologah, Oklahoma 
Oologah, Oklahoma 

Vincent Blakley 
Carl F. Boyd 
Trent F. Boyd 
Bill M. Burks 
Brad D. Burks 
Jerry Copp 
Danny R. Corlett 
Larry Fagan 
Forrest C. Hanes 
Harvey J. Henderson 
Paul D. Kolman 
Sarah E. Laner 
Monte R. Linihan 
Richard E. Linihan 
Leonard Logsdon 
Louis Moore 
Muri L. Moree 
Sam Orr 
James A, Orton 
Walter L. Parker 
Steve Politte 
Joan R. Richards 
Frank D. Sanders 
A. G. Sellmeyer 
Jim L. Shipman 
Vernon Vandagriff 
Ken Wagner 
Ron Wallis 
Priscilla Worden 
Wesly Worden 
Roger Harness 
Willard Suhrke 
Ralph F. Mutzner 
Dennis Tauchen 
Max Sherman 
Ron Pottratz 
Mike Harms 
Shirley Nestlen 
Don Hinch 
Marilyn Coop 
Joyce Dowdy 
Dan Mitchell 
Jimmy C. Joyner 
Jimmy Clendenin 
M. M. Weaver, 
George Pfeifer 
Joe L. Mitchell 
Walter T. Graham 
Jean Irene Riley 
H. Carroll Bayler 
Earl Dennis 
Gerald Dennis 
Helen Dennis 
Arden Olsen 
Roland Manthe 
Chuck Radloff 
Sue Genske 
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Spencer, Wisconsin 
Bonduel, Wisconsin 

Canby, Oregon 
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Canby, Oregon 
Canby, Oregon 

Roseburg, Oregon 
Creswell, Oregon 
creswell, Oregon 

Christiana, Tennessee 
Humboldt, Tennessee 

Paris, Tennessee 
Paris, Tennessee 

Owatonna, Minnesota 
Christiana, Tennessee 

Gainesville, Florida 
Norwalk, Ohio 

Louisville, Dlinois 
Louisville, Dlinois 
Louisville, Illinois 
Louisville, Illinois 

Kalispell, Montana 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 
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