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A GREAT UNI\/ERSITY FOR GREATER INDIANAF’DL.IS

L

The great cities df;ffﬁe world have many cornmon features which

stimulate greater vitality in the central city and a greater variety of
experience for every citizen. in :é.i}i}-‘munding regions, A key factor in

each great city is the strength of agf_'c'if_isj;inguished city university.

For many years, many voices E'Have cailed for a great State

University to be estabtished in Indianapolzi.‘s,;: - Perhaps the enthusiasm

of some citizens for one cause or another has-cdonfused the objective
and led oq’cs ide observers to queétiori whether we ‘really cared about
th’é f’bur‘iéétion of a university.

A great numﬁer of citizens do care, and they have cormmunicated
their concerh to Indiana legislators soon 1_:6 be as'sembl_ed‘. I have been
as;;ed to state the posi.tign of the C1ty of Indianapeolis on the umv_er‘sity
questlon and I have chosen to do so now in order that the entire tssue

may- be discussed widely in a- large. forum of pubhc optmén and that
.-Jndtanapohs rmight then m'o_ve‘for*wardhintq the gr‘eat pc;ssibilitia_s Wh'i'ch
A new university will oﬁ“er‘.. ‘ | ‘7
| State Senator‘ Lawrence Bor‘st and Sta’ce Repr‘esentatlves -
: ‘. Rooert Jones Henr‘y l_amkm, and John Mutz all vetarans of- the 1967
- General Assembly have conducted a car‘eful ‘study-of pmposed umver‘stty

planning for Indlanapolls. They have been assisted substantially in

their research efforts by Beurt Se r"vaas, President of the Marion



County Come'il; Thomas Hasi;rook, President of the Commen Council

of Indianapolis; John Burkhart, President of the Metropolitan Capital
Impr*ovéments Board; and Charies Whistler, Chairman of the Metro~-
politan Planning Commission, Théy have reached a number of unanimbous
conctusions and have informed trusteés and administré.tive leaders of

the major state universities ._that' a bill will be intr;‘oduced into the

Indiana General Assembl'y»of" 1969 fo provide for the creation of 2 -

State University to be independént of all other state univer‘sitie_s énd

to be located in Indiapapolis., 1 will support that legislation because

it is central to the fulfillment of our hopes to gain necessary strength

to support not only the economic and culttllr*al aspirations of Metropolitan
Indiénapolis, but & Iar;ge portion of central Indiana.

Prasently, we are working to revise our; political structure in

Marion County in or;ﬁer* to make possible a greater degree of.responsible '
homé rule and a gr"eatel;‘ degreé of accciaun;tability by elected officials

to the voters. One of the most impor‘taﬁt reasons for unifyihg our
,gox.fer‘nr-nental agencies is the assiétanqe Which this would gi\{e to new ' ;
_businesses who wish to invest in our area and to provide additional
- Jobs and tﬁe general wealth of increased purchasing power,
For many years, our great Indiénapéiis industries, includihg

Eli Lilly and Company, Allison Division of General Motors, RCA,




Western Electric, Link Béli:, Union Carbide, Dow Chemical and
others have pointed t‘o the imperative need for university facilities

to pr‘oviae a;jvanced,technoloé;fcal work for valuable em ployeeé.

We know that updating of knowledgg is imperative in thé marketing

pf new pmduct:s and in trying to obtain supericr employees. Yet
Indianapolis is scarcely better off in this respect now than 20 years
ago. Let me-shar‘e w_ithl you the awesome responsibility which th_e
‘Leader*shi-p of this Acommunity has if large numbers of Us are to remain
orosperous,

Due to leogical econemic reasons of tra}nspor’ca’cion fécﬂlities,
banking and insurance ‘i-n'stitutions,' adequate power and -\a.vater* supplies,
and a high degree of social and political stability, Indianapolis and
surrounding counties are in an excellent position to receive major
inveétmerits and expansions of existfng company operations. All
of this growth in jobs is impefétive if we.are to keep pace \;fvith the
influx of mew citizens coming to us at a bro_bable rate of 10,000 to
15 ,000 net increase each year., Our ur‘we'm'ployrhent rate in the
seven——courjty metr‘opqlitén.ar'ea is1.9% ‘now because we have
added ‘LOA_.V,ASQO new jobs in the last year alone and employed on a

net basis all the newcomers and a large number of citizens

.unembloye’d' for some time prior to 1968.



The hard fact we have not faced is that we risk the loss of

“this gr‘ow‘th and the loss of what we have to the degree that we delay.

establishment of the .uni\/er*si-t'y facilities needed here and now by
industries and employees who like us but will choose other locations
to be in close proximity to great centers of learning.

Every other major éity in‘ America has a State supperted
universi’cy except Indiah‘a.polis.' Qur situation is precarious and it
is time that e-ach citizen khew th; facts and the current peril of our
failure to make known- our enthusiasm Tor a university.

We havg all taiked ﬁ;*equently and often rather glibly about
"01-_!1'* technolog{cal age,' Wé have continued to pay lip service to
the value of research, but the truth is all too apparent that we in
India.napdlis have not a,chie\;ed the most obvious. goal which would
rnaintain our competi’&ivé position among the major‘ metr"o.politan
areas of America, namely, we have not provided university

facilities for technological and scientific growth and research,

Thousands of jobs which we enjoy tonight . and thousands more which

we hope to enjoy in the future are in jeopardy until we realize the basic .
facts of modern industrial growth and the relationship of that growth
to a univarsity,

_ Perhaps our talented scientists and research men should be

‘witling to travel to Bloomington or West Lafayette to obtain nécessary




courses, buf this has not been appealing to *_those who choose instead
simply to settle in other cities which have fiz;*st-r‘ate university
facilities for Scien;cit.’ic and technical research, |

Sééondiy s the gox;emment of the Sfate of Indiana and the City
of Inaiar;apolis is in need of the personnel, the discussion forums,
an.drthe many other contributions which a great uni;/ér*sity can make
to good government. Americans are concerned about the so-called -
"crises of -theA cities” énd‘ many cities bank heavily upon univer*sity‘
personnel for research, consultation, gr*ac-:i-t.Jate and undergraduate |
intern programs to interest able students in governmental careers,
computer prograrmming, training of municipal employees, and a
host of other ser‘vic‘es .

Such governmental-university relationships are at a minirmum
in Indianapolis and there is np good reasoﬁ for this condition to
conj:inue unless we are simply téo passive to move off dead-—center‘.

A third consider*atior-'.l. is ’the desirability of attending a
urﬁyer*sity in Indianapolis for many students who'live‘ in\this area
and wish to live at -horne or to enjoy emplqyment during their‘
academic endeavors, Many of these students are now attending

extentions of Indiana University and Purdue University whici .

scattered at various sites in cur city. At one time, it was suggested



that all of these classes would be united in the University Quarter
area on the near Westsi;:i.-e o'f.Indianapolis under a joint Indiana
University—-Purdue Urjiver‘sit'y banner. These plans, for reasons
not altogether E:lear‘l, appear to be unraveling.

I have been informed by-var*i:ous Ir_wdiana legislator‘é rthat
Purfdue has pr‘oce('adedj.to.embr‘ace the current Burger-Chef head-

quarters on East 38th Street as a logical extention. F’r‘ec'isely whiy

students housed in any of the extentions would wish to be identified as

Indiana-Purdue students as opposed to the University of Indianapolis

is not clear at all. Talks with many students have convinced e

that they see an independent identity as highly preferable,
What is clear is that the locus of authority at Indiana University -
is President Joseph Sutton now located at Bloomington. President

Frederick Hovde and his staff hold sway in West Lafayette, The

‘nature of univeﬁsity. politics might well per*suade many talented

faculty members and administrative. staff to stay as close to

.Bloomington and West Lafayette as possible and such would be

reasonable conduct, The net result for Indianapolis, hc;;\s beeh,
and in my j_udg'm‘ejnt, will continue to be sarely perplexing.

The fact that we Have fallen between the crj'ac:ks of university
power structures is not only perplexing but nearly disas.trg;Jus; in
view of the curreﬁt status of hundre&s ofr acras in near downtown

Indianapolis,



Perbaps there was a time in wbich the city government was
preoccupied by'l other matters and did not questrion seriously the
effects on our tax base of losing several hundred homes, smail .
businesses, or alternative developments on potentially valuable
real estate . In tr‘utﬁ, many might have applauded quig,tly the
destruction of many old dWellings and the elimination of evidence

: ofrgr*eat poverty in that community.

.Ir; fairness, Indiana Univer‘sity worked carefully in the pur—
chase of preperty and with very considerable sensitivity to human
difficulty. Unfortunately, fhe poor were moved elsewhere in-‘oru'r*
city and our financial abil_ity to offer service to them or others
has not been enhanced,

Throughout this purchase and removal process and subsequent
eventé, it is obvious that very close gducational and gover;hmental
liaison is imperative and such has not occurred. Dr., Suiton and
Dr., Hovde are brilliant radministrator‘s‘, but neither"r*esides in
Ihdianapolis nor has his ofﬁcés and staﬁ; in this city., Asav &
practical matter, we need to have a unive‘r*sity President of
comparable,;tatur*g here and now to preside over a growing list
of extremely complex development problemns which involve not
only academic affairs but critical relationships with local goveﬁnment,
citizen groups, Metropolitan Indianapolis commerce, industry,

provessional groups, and phﬂanthropists.. Bleomington and West




Lafayette are not only some distance but I suspect that the Indianapolis
outposts are fr‘équehtly viewed as subsidiary plants by educational
mahagement at’ Indiana anc{ Purdue Universities.
I would be remiiss if I failed to mention that former Indiana
University President Elv'is Stahr visited with me in April and opened
an excellent discussion of possible reorganization of Indié.na _Uriiver*sity'
and the ramifications for*la nearly autonomous university here in
Indianapclis. I believe that Dr. Stabr might have been indicating '
that in the educational_ framework of Indiana, our Indianapolis University
might hawve thé same r*elationship to Indiana University whioiﬁ UC LA
in Califernia has to the University of Califor;nia at Berkeley with thé
headquarters of the entire Indiana crganization at an off campus
Iocation-in Incjianapolis. In any event, Dr. Stahr's resignation and
. per‘héps other intervening events ha_\{e net led éo further éxploration
| Of that idea. |
In shbr*t, I‘haye come to wondc?,z;- why a university located in
Bloomington dr one located in West L_ar;ayette must attempt to malmage
facilities all over ‘Indianapoli‘s and the St‘ate of Indiarma when the funds
allocai;ed f@_r‘ uni\{er‘si’cy use in Indianapolié b;,/ the L_egisiatu'r*e couid
be most ‘simp'ly and directly administered here at the University of
Indianapdlis_ under the guidancé of a Board cljf Trustees composed of

local citizens who have an excellent {dea of our needs and aspirations.




Indiana and Purdue officlals have sometimes subordinated the
"idea of independe’nce by mentign that loss of academic accreditation
wbu?.d follow any bid for freedom. Furthermore, they contend that
complicated trusts tie up muc:.h Vlexisting locally owned property and
that the Legislature has no'legitimate Piéht to tamper with these
arrange menté .

'Without belaboring detail, let me éay simply thét I am per-
suaded by the research of some inter‘eéted Indiana tegislators that
ﬁeither the .accredita‘.tion argument nor the trust argument will last
beyond huff and bluff stage of discussion. Universities are not private
businesses. Taxpayers own the assets we are discussing. Nor is it
obvious, granted that great télent is always,-in short supply, that |

{r‘ecfuitment of,fachty'is impossible unless one assumes that 1ivi‘ng
in Bloomington and West Lafayette is infinitely preferable,

[ suspect that many talented scholars will want to live [in a

. city which is destined to become the moét dynamic and rapidly growing
city in 'the Midwest and is eaéer* to irnvolv;a the university in every
aspect of city politics, economics and cultural _development.

In fact, enrollment projections for the new State University

of Indianapolis indicate the probability of 20,000 students i-n the next
decade and a 35,000 student population in 25 years. A university of

this size and scope should be organized properly from the beginning
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with a Board of Trust;es ﬁesponsible to a Board of Regents of Indiana
hawving oveﬁall controtl of all State universities, |

Hopefully, the Board of Regents can sort out the confusing
claims and aspirations of not only Indiarna and Purdue University but

~also p‘mposals for extentions by Ball State University ana Indiana State ’
Univer*sify to serve Indianapolis and allocate to the University of
Indianapolis a fair share of higher educational appropriations approved
by the 1969 General Assembly.

‘These funds are not unlimited and Governor-elect Edgar Whitcomb
has called for" careful exaﬁﬂination of pricrities in the expendi’cur‘e of
public educational funds.

I agree with Gover“no.r‘-—elect Whitcomﬁ that university"expansioh
in Indianapolis or elsewhere should be financed to the greatest degreé
poss{bie by those who will benefit most directly from unive r"sity:
facilities. . |

Some will argue with considerable persuasion that society,

. as. a whole, is the major beneficiary of qniveréity trained individuals

and therefore that society should bear m.ost, tf not all, of the cost of .
tate univgrsitie;.. In fact, all of us do benefit from the reservoir of

skil_ls which a highly educated society makes available, but I would

argue that the major beneficiaries of university degrees are those
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who‘ obtain them and pursue relatively lucrative careers with life;cir_ne
incomes sharply'h'ig her than most no-nx'.miv,er‘siw citizens. Many students
have forgotten or perhaps have never known how expensive a unive rsity.
educaticn is to the general taxpayer of Indiana,

I believe that we must lmove rapidly to provide an oppor*tunity“
7 in Indianapelis Fof each student to enjoy an opportunity to attend a
university but that the majo?‘ity of expenses for that experience must
be paid by the student, This means that State gﬁaranteed student’
loan pr‘ogr\ém%s should be made adequate to pmvidé Ioéms for each
student or family willing _to atternpt univer‘s‘ity life on the as;umption
that this will ;Srove ?o be a valuable investment of time and money
in terms of general life satisfaction and mornetary income in the
future,

The Board of Regents should create equivalent standards for
university finance at every o.ther* state university,

The 'subject is laden with ?motion, but I would suggest that
taxpayé rs havé contributed L;o many of the attit:.ude_s they .soundly
- con&emn on university campuses. An énormous amount of at’cention‘
is dévoted to studént_ conduct in writing néw_spaper‘ editor;ials, visiting

residence halls, growing beards, failing to change clothing, protesting
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poor teaching, advocating substantial changes in curriculum, and
generally demanding the right to be treated as adult citizens. We

nave not asked students to borrow money against future income and

thus asked students to take an immediately serious viewpoint on
success, failure, and personal conduct on a university campus,

Rather, we have chosen to act as parents for all youth, demanding

a right to supervise students because we are payi;jg for their
education. Correspondingly, perceptive students are surely aware
that oné_ cannot have the best of all worlds and that he who pays
the biper‘ ca’ll? the tune,
We should ne longer maintain the hypocrisy of calling for ' . v
mature young me'n and women and then carefully _subverting these
virtues of independence and me_ltur*ation through our attitudes toward . ,
university finance. o ' _ a .
Furthermore, in my judgment, we can no longer affor*d £o
pay such a disproportionate share of public educational funds to
s{ate universities. The sericus plight ‘of our elementary and
secondary schools is all toro‘ obvious to e;.fery cbserver of
education i_n Indigna.
The té)ugh questions we must ask concern our responsibility

- to make certain that every child reaches adolescense with ability
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to read andv a set of skills which affords at least a fair chance to
meet the competiti-ve struggle of tha marketplace and the social
compiexities of life in general

Indiana state support of local school cor*bor*ations has declined |

to such an extent that large local property tax increases annually have

beceme an inevitability if our local school boards are to hold their own,

These large school property tax increases areé sgueezing the
life out of incentives fo build new plants or to improve property c‘3f
any sorr‘{: in Indianapolis. And yet, the Indi-anapolis School Beard is
swamped with insoluble economic dilemmas in trying to cut class
sizes, give thousands of children a ﬁghtin-g cha-nce to learn to read,
or to rﬁake available vital studies in vocétional education for many
more youth who require these skills than the nurﬁber* who will choose
a university course,

Governor—elect Whitcorﬁb has pledgea to reach 50% State
supporft of local school sys‘é_ems in the next foulr‘ years. Thii—:‘ is an
extremely vital pledge, jn terms not on}y of the adequacy of local
-pubh‘c ecucation, but also in terms of pr*g'par‘ing a better tax base
to pay for it, _ |
In sunixmary, [ advocate the Fo‘l'LO\;yingmimpor*tant Ste}:')S:'

1) The General Assembly should establish a Board of

Regents to supervise all State universities.,



2)

3

4

5).

The Boar*ci_ of Regents should deed all Stateruniversity
proﬁertieé in Indianapolié to a State Qniversity of
IndianépolisAand aﬁocate a fair share of operating
funds to a Board of Trustees nominated to manage
the Indianapolis university.

The public educational funds of Indiana should be

redirected to strengthen the unhappy predicarment

of elementary and sécondary schools and post high
school vocational and technical training.

University students in Indiana should pay a majority
of the expenseas of their educational experiences with
the State financing the remainder in recognition of
society's general gain and with the State pr‘oviding‘

a comprehensive loan guarantee program making

. possible long-term repayment by students from

later increasing incorﬁes.and thus provide truly the
oppor*’éunity for every student to enter a university
and invest in his own future.

Active participation should be encouraged by the City

of Indianapolis and by business and industrial leaders

- to make certain that the new university is given the
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support it will need to become one of the great
institutions prﬁigher learning in the United
States, Such sUppgr’i: should include. sharing of
governmental and academic joys and burdens,
successful campaigns for private funds, and
businerss endowment of specific activities clbsely
assocliated with corporate objectives.

Careful consultation with leaders of local private
educational institutions should proceed with more
'car*éf;u'i consideration that these institutions are
neither jecpardized nor ignored in a general
aca’idemic renaissance in the downtqwn area of
Indiahapol is,

F-‘ina’dy,' it is important that the 'Boérd of Regents

‘and the administrations of all state universities

work closely with each other to maximize the

power and importance of higher education in Indiana.

The City of Indianapolis is gr*-eaAtiy indebted to Indiana

University and Purdue University for enormous con—

. .
tributions of leadership and finance which have done
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much to hasten the day whén an independent university
was feasibtg in Indianapolis. This city looks forward
to many direct reiationships with facQIty and students
frﬂom'major state university campuses who will want
o become involved in urban studies and to conduct

intern programs or research here in Indianapolis,

My aplpeal'for- a University of Indianabo’lis is based

- simply on a sincere conviction that this is the best
time for an ifmpor*tant reorganization to ta'ke place .
alnd that the future growth of cur commerce, our
local governmental structure, and the general vital'ity
of the hear;t of our city depends upon a favor*abh.e
}‘esolution of a difficult univer*sity pl‘é.nnirjg -pr*oblém‘ v
Iﬁ‘fobmulating such an ambitious plan, I believe that
we must al\;_i.fa};s remain conscious of an obligation to
be reasonable and just to al'_l parties concerned, and
to propose logical ways and meaﬁs of accomplishing
a desirable goat. This I have attermpted to do, But

I have also attempted to do something else which is so
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| important in Indianlapolis toeday. We must think
and act as if we truly believe that Indianapotis
is é great city dest;ined for much greater years
immediately ahead. A great city must have at = -
its heart a great university. Those who love 7
this city and prize academic.exceﬂenc;e and

opportunity should not rest until these geoals

are secured in Indianapolis.

Richard G, Lugar . -

Mayor

December 14, 1968
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