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INTERPRETATIONS OF MINIMUM
QUALIFICATION REQUIHEMENTS FOR THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGEREE
CONTAINED IN SECTION E OF THE NATIONAL F.F.A, CONSTITUTION AND BY THE
NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
December 1941

The Advisory Council calls attention to the term “minimum® and
the way in which it is used in the National F.F.i, Constitution. To
secure the American Farmer Degree a candidate must meet gach and gvery
one of the minimum qualification requirements for this Degree. High
qualifications in one or more bf the requirements cannot be used to
offset or make up for less than ths minimm qualifications in another
requirement.

I. Paragraph 1 of Section B of the F.F.A, Constitutdon dn - - oo oo ossiaes
setting up minimum qualifications for the American Fammer Degree pro-
vides that the candidate mmst "have a record of satisfactory Mﬁ.ci—
pation in the activities of the loc

A. "Satisfactory" participation in the local chapter is
interpreted=to mean that the candidate must show a list of nod

Yess than six Yooal FJF.A. chapter activities appearing in the

program of work of the local chapter and in which he has

participated as an active member during the period covered

by this application, See pages 585 and 34 of F,F.4. Manual

for types of activities, | |

B, "Satisfactory” perticipation in the activities of
the State sssociation is interpreted to msan that the candi-
‘Mmtmnmmmuutmw




4, It was the recommsndation of the National Advisory Council that
its elected members who are now slected anmnmually, should be re-elected
toamedthmelwasoutopmideforaﬂn‘:m year term of
service, This term of office ahonldbofromJulyltoJm w'uftha

next suoceeding year,

¥hile no speaific action was taken it appcared to be the opinien
of a majority of those present:

1. That matter of collecting national dues in Collegiate
chapters should 'be stressed at this time,

2+ That Advisory councils should be encouraged in States and
mwunmmtmnmimxerammhmmam
national censtitution,

3. That copies of appropriate Civilisn Defense material should

be sent to States for the use Of F.F A, and N, F.A, chapters,

.. Do e Howard, xmmr.r,:\. Treasurer, appeared before the.. .
and gave a rather detailed explanation as to the present

cial status of the organisation a3 well as how the finanscisl records of

the organisation were kept,

Mesers. Jackson, Hall and Fetterolf were taken to the National
FoFoA, Camp on‘nmr-dvp.n. Following this trip there was a genersl
disoussion of plans and procsdures in comnection with the further de-
velopment of the Camp and the operation of the Old Mill,

;R;vﬁ.:iom in m 194041 M:gm meppuclticn blank were 1y
discussed at length suggestions offered sggestions unanimous
agresd upon by the Counoi) were incorporated in the 1941-42 blank to be
prepared and distributed by the MHational Executive Seoretary,

The mesting was adjowrned at 1l a.m. Saturday, December 6.

" W, A, Foss
National Exscutive Secretary



The motingm called to order at 10:15 a.m, on Monday, Decen-
ber 1 by Dr. Span the Council Chairmen, Those present, boa.tdosDr.

, wers Sam Htlohoook of Wyoming, 5. N, Jacksen of Louisiana, E.
C. Fetterclf of Pennsylvania, H, T, of Iowma, C, H, Lane, J, H,
Pearson, D, M, Clements and W, A, Ross, On Tuesday and Vednesday of
thhmkD.J.HmrdotVirMammommt. W, P, Beard was
able to attend only a few sessions,

8ince the meeting ran contimiously from Monday, Dnmmlthrw
Saturday, mwammmrmtommrmmw
mmforthﬂubuamummmbydm

The £irst item of business dispeosed of was that of a review of
the changes in the national comstitution to be recommended to the Board
of Trustees for oonsideration at the 1942 Natiomal Convention., A come
phhomdﬁomﬁtntimﬂchhﬂﬁuﬁnuomﬁodm@a

--48-attached %0 these minutes,. "

The second inportant item of buainess taken up was that of inter-
pretations regarding the mirdmm qualification: requirements for the
American Farmer Degree, Amryetthoninurprmﬁmhnm
attached to these minutes,

Other specific actions taken by the Council were:

Moved by Jackson, seconded and carried, that a recomnmenda-
mumumm&mmxmr.r.&mmmm

- of work be set up on & long time rmther than an annual basis,

2. It was sgreed in comnection with the §150,00 offered by Hugh

- Curtds of SUCCESSFUL FARMING for manuscript priszes on the National

E

Speaking Contest that a three letter should be sent
by the Natdonal Adviser thanking Curtis, that ample movinioa
for the Hational Contest is already made, asking whether the

‘any further suggestions thmd&nNO.&;mdumgmtm
-memoﬁi&nmdﬁnﬂ

8. ¥oved by Clements, seconded and oarried, that a recommenda-~
mmmmum-umm:mmmmmuom-
ing Contest ons set of three judges for mamusoript and delivery be used;
that each judge prepare three questions on the manusoript of each speaker;
that not more than three questions to be finally sslected by the judges

,pﬂwtothemnteatwbeukmbyawmotmthmamatm

gonsr

time of the oontm(qmntimstobemmtedmmdnomttoba

made)s and that the final decision of the Judges be made on the basis of
‘gooye card and conference combined, Results of mathematical calecu-

lations on the score card not to be given out to the contéstants or the

19 publ:lc.




mean that a boy must have had during the year in which he
is a candidate for the American Farmer Degree and at the
time his application is submitted, perscnal rdsponsibility
for the management, actual operation, and financing of his
"outstanding supervised farming program.®

_ A boy will not be considered as havi.ﬁg an"mrbstand:!.ng
program of supervised farming" unless one or more of his
productive enterprises, constituting his farming program,
show at least two years continuation. A candidate's supere—
v:lsed rarming program vr.lll not be conaidorod "outatanding"

S P by

\mleu it ahows improvemsnt in qual:l.ty or expansion, or both,

and that he is becoming established in a specific type of
farming or farming occupation.
C. The latter part of paragraph 2 of Section E of
‘the National F.F.A. Constitution requires that a boy's super-
* ‘wised farming program shall be substantiated by "complete,
aocﬁrate, and neat recerds.® These records should be suf-
ficiently clear, legible, and orderly, so as to be read
o oa#ily and understandingly. It is suggested that these
records be carefully checked in the State office and certified
to by the State adviser as to completeness and accuracy before
the applications are submitted to the national office,

III, Pgragraph 5 of Section B of the National F.F.A. Constitution
requires that candidate for the American Farmer Degree "must have
earned by hia m efforts from farming and other agricultural work
' and deposited in the bank or otherwise productively invested at

least SSOO N



-d -

A. This statement is interpreted to mean that a boy will
not be considered as having met this financial requirement unless
at least two-thirds of the $500 or $333.33, required to be earned
from his supervised farming prograr, was actually sarned by him
during the years he wes enrolled in high school as a student of
voeational agriculturse.

B. A boy will not be considered as having $500 "productively
investead" unless this monsy has been used to purchau livestook,
invested in a growing orop, used to purchass land, agricultural
squipment, tuildings and supplies, or used to pay premiums on
nfcimmuwlicinortobwatoohmdhonda,orinmm

"“in notes snd morbgages OF Savings and thrifs scoounts. Miscellmecws

expenditures for such items as musionl instruments, bicyclss, guns,
school books, sutomobiles for perscnal use, radics, travel, and
college or school expenses for self or others, including fees,
unnaummummawxymwmmumu
listed in the application. }

C. The latter part of paragrsph 3 of Sestion E of the
Bational F.F.A. Constitution provides that *in cases where the
spplicant has assisted in the support of dependsnts, the amount
80 expanded, in the judgment of the National Board of Trustees,

- may be considered as an investment.” "Suppert of dependents™
is interpreted to mean actual cash or its equivalent, which
belongs to the candidate, and which has besn given toward the
support (food, olothing, shelter, and medical cars), relief or
comfort of immediate members of the family.



-y -

IV. Paragraph 4 of Section E of the National F.F.A. Constitution

requires that a candidate mast "show outstanding ability in leadership
and coopsration.” This statement is interpreted to mean that a candi-
date will not be considered as:

A. Showing outstanding ability in leadership -

1.

. Psrliamentary procedure, dairy, livestock, poultry, .

2.

3.

Unless he has participated in and been declared a
first place individual or member of a wimming team
in some local county, district, area, or State
contest that 1s recognised as a bona fide voca~
tional agriculture contest such as public speaking,

and frm mechaniocs teams, eto.

Unless he has (a) held some constitutional office
in the local chapter, or (b) ssrved as chairman of
ons of the comxittees responsible for a major
division of a local shapter's program of work.
Unless he has had leadership expurience beyond the
lavel of the local shsptor such as serving as a
delegate to or office holder in a county, distriect,
area or State convention.

B. Showing outstanding ability in cooperation -

1.

Unless he has actively participated in at least

three different group muvitiu such as (a) eooperative
buying and/or selling of agricultural products,

(b) conducting F.F.A. recreational activities,

{e¢) conducting educational tours, etc. ste. At

loast one of these activities must de of such a

AV
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nature a8 to require group financing in cash (or in
kind) such as furnishing potatoes for F.¥.A. banguet,
clothes for the needy.

V. Paragraph 5 of Section E of the HRational F.F.A. Constitution
requires that a candidate must "Be in the upper 40 percent of his
class in all school subjects during the entire period of his secondary
school instrustion.”

A. "Upper 40Z® means the mumerical rank (such as lst,
m, 25th, sta.) and not the quartile standing or average
M of the individual.

_....B. The word "olass® is interpreted $o mam the total

nunber ot boys and girls in a candidate's high sohool class
(exmmples Junior) during the last year he was in sehool.

C. *All school subjects” is interpreted to mean all
subjects such as English, Mathematics, Blology, and voca-
ticnal agriculture subjects for which the candidate was
enrolled for oredit. |

¥I. S8ection D, By-Law VIII states that "Applications for the
Degree shall be forwardsd by the State adviser so as to reach the
national F.F.A. office not later than May 1 prior to the national
convention at which the application will be considered.*

This regulation should be adhered to strictly. In the svent
applications are not received in the office by May 1, evidence must be
nhni.’atqd that applications wers in the mail or express office by
Aprdd 20 if the osndidate is to be given consideration for the Degree.
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