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Program Purpose and Curricular Structure 
 
General studies is a degree completion program for adult learners who have diverse backgrounds and 
goals.  The Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) is a flexible, multidisciplinary curriculum that allows 
students to create a plan of study applicable and relevant to their academic and career needs while 
developing the foundation for a lifetime of learning.   
 
The General Studies Faculty Advisory Council (GSFAC) is charged with oversight of the program degree 
requirements, certification of graduates, monitoring student performance of program competencies and 
recommending program improvements through appropriate venues.  Council membership consists of 
two faculty members each from the Divisions of Liberal Arts and Science and one faculty member from 
the Division of Business.  
 
The nature of the BGS creates a challenge for program assessment. The majority of BGS students enter 
the program with a significant amount of prior coursework.  In addition, with no faculty or courses of its 
own, the general studies program relies upon coursework delivered by other divisions within the 
university.  Assessment findings for general studies majors can be used to inform those divisions, but the 
ability to initiate real change can be limited.  The program’s capstone course which is currently in 
development will provide the most useful direct measure data.  Targeted indirect measures could also 
provide useful data. 
 
In May of 2012, IUPUC's Faculty Senate formally created a General Education Board whose members are 
responsible for oversight of the general education curriculum and monitoring performance of IUPUC’s 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) (Appendix A). These outcomes are closely aligned with IUPUI's 
Principles of Undergraduate Learning.  A table aligning the campus SLO’s with the PUL’s can be found in 
Appendix B.   
 
     
Student Learning Outcomes for the Bachelor of General Studies at IUPUC 
 
Upon completion of the General Studies Degree program, students will acquire the following 
competencies: 
 

I. Core Competencies  
i. Communication - Written/Oral: Students communicate effectively in written and 

spoken language to diverse audiences. Students comprehend, evaluate and respond 
respectfully to the ideas of others. (SLO 1,2; PUL 1,2) 

ii. Diversity: Students appreciate local and global diversity and are respectful and 
empathetic during personal interactions. Students collaborate effectively and resolve 
conflicts.  (SLO 8; PUL 5) 
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iii. Mathematical/Quantitative Reasoning: Students demonstrate the ability to use 

symbolic, graphical, numerical, and written representations of mathematical ideas. 
Students compute, organize data, and problem-solve effectively using quantitative 
tools.  (SLO 3; PUL 1,3) 

iv. Information Technology: Students locate, critically evaluate, synthesize, and 
communicate information in various traditional and new media formats. Students 
understand the social, legal, and ethical issues related to information and its use. (SLO 5; 
PUL 1,2,3,5,6) 
 

II. Degree Requirements  
i. Arts and Humanities: Students interpret and critique the historical, cultural, and literary 

dimensions of human experience. Students develop appreciation of the aesthetic value 
of these subjects. (SLO 6; PUL 2,3,4,5,6)  

ii. Science and Math: Students investigate, evaluate, and develop skills to comprehend and 
apply basic principles of scientific methodology and differentiate among facts and 
theories.  (SLO 4; PUL 1,2,3,4) 

iii. Social and Behavioral: Students compare, contrast, and construct an understanding of 
the role social, economic, cultural, and political institutions play in shaping human 
thought and behavior. Students function as engaged members of society, who are 
willing and able to assume leadership roles. (SLO 7; PUL 1,2,3,4,5) 
 

III. Integration and Application  
i. Lifelong Learning:  Students assess their own knowledge, skills, and abilities and 

develop plans of study for baccalaureate as well as ongoing personal and professional 
pursuits of knowledge. (SLO 12, PUL 5) 

ii. Synthesis of Learning:  Students demonstrate integration of baccalaureate learning in 
an academic focus area.  (SLO 9,10, PUL 2,3, 4) 

 
 

Evidence of Learning Plan 
 
Direct Measures 

1.  Core competencies and Degree Requirements (I and II) are assessed through the IUPUC General 
Education Board and disaggregated for individual programs for review.  The IUPUC SLOs are 
assessed on a five year cycle. 

2. Integration and Application (III) will be assessed through the capstone course, GNST-G400, 
General Studies Senior Capstone Seminar.  (Course will be required of all BGS students admitted 
to the program beginning fall, 2014 semester.  Students admitted prior to requirement will be 
encouraged to complete the capstone as a “free elective”.)  Course will be offered and assessed 
at least annually.  First assessment estimated for 2015-16 academic year. 
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Indirect Measures 

1.  IUPUC Alumni Survey  (Annual) 
2. Retention and Graduation Rates (Annual beginning with 2014-15) 
3. Academic Advising Services Survey (Next survey in 2015-16) 

 
 
2013-14 Direct Assessment Findings 
IUPUC SLO’s 3, 4 and 5 (quantitative analysis, natural science and information science) were assessed 
this academic year, with the results disseminated to programs at the writing of this report.  Present BGS 
degree requirements allow a number of flexible options for students to complete the analytic skills 
requirement including accounting and logic courses, which were not assessed for SLO 3.  BGS students 
most often complete computer science courses offered by IUPUI in an online format.  These courses are 
not assessed by the IUPUC General Education Board.  Thus, there was not separate data disseminated 
for general studies program students.  SLO 4, Natural science did afford enough general studies students 
to disaggregate a report for one semester.  (Appendix C) Since data arrived when faculty are away from 
campus for the summer, review of these findings will occur in fall semester when the GSFAC is 
reconvened.   
 
2013-14 Indirect Assessment Findings    
In the summer of 2013, IUPUC Office of Institutional Research conducted its first survey of IUPUC 
graduates.  Spanning the dates of December 2010 to December 2012, 384 graduates were surveyed, of 
which 52 received the BGS.  Of those, 8 students responded to the survey.  88% percent of the 
respondents reported full-time employment with 72% in a new or better job than before graduation.  
BGS graduates are continuing as “life-long learners” with 51% percent reporting that they are pursuing 
additional education, including 38% in formal degree programs.   
 
Actions to be taken in Response to Findings 
Although the findings are positive for the 8 students who responded, we need to research ways to 
improve response rates for future surveys.  Is this generic instrument providing the kind of specific data 
regarding the general studies program graduates that we need?  Developing a graduation exit survey   
specific to our program will be explored during the 2014-15 academic year.   
 
 
Other Relevant Assessment Work Completed in 2013-14 Academic Year 

• BGS curriculum and degree requirements revised to align with the IUPUI/IUPUC General 
Education Core and the IUPUC Baccalaureate Competencies.  New requirements approved by 
IUPUC Faculty Senate. 

• Developed template for a BGS capstone course, GNST-G400, General Studies Senior Capstone 
Seminar.  New course approved by IUPUC Faculty Senate and beginning IU course remonstrance 
process. 
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Relevant Assessment Work for the 2014-15 Academic Year 

• Review 2013-14 SLO assessment data by the General Studies Faculty Advisory Council. 
• Complete assessment rubric for the capstone course (GNST-G 400).  
• Campus assessment of SLO 6 (arts and humanities) will occur.  
• Collaborate with the Division of Liberal Arts to develop a shared academic advising services 

survey. 
• Consider the adoption of other indirect measures for program assessment such as exit survey of 

discontinuing students, graduation survey, and other assessments being conducted by the 
IUPUC OIR or by IUPUI that include IUPUC BGS student data. 
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Table: Student Learning Outcomes and Principles of Undergraduate Learning 
Alignment 

PUL 1 
Core 

Communication and 

Quantitative Skills 

PUL 2 
Critical 

Thinking 

PUL 3 
Integration and 

Application of 

Knowledge 

PUL 4 
Intellectual Depth, 

Breadth, and 

Adaptiveness 

PUL 5 
Understanding 

Society and 

Culture 

PUL 6 
Values and 

Ethics 

SLO 1 
Common rubric items 

a,b,c,d 

SLO 2 
Common rubric items 

a,b,d,e f 

SLO 3 
Common rubric items 

a,b,c,d ef 

SLO 4 
Common rubric items 

d c h, i a, b, e, f, g 

SLO 5 
Common rubric items 

b c a d e 

SLO 6 Common rubric 

items 
e d a c b 

SLO 7 Common rubric 

items 
a b, d, e, f, 

h 
c i, j b, g 

SLO 8 Common rubric 

items 
a, b, c, d, e, f 

SLO 9 Common rubric 

items 
a, b, c, d 

SLO 10 Common rubric 

items 
b a c, d 

SLO 11 Common rubric 

items 
a, b, c, d, 

e 

SLO 12 Common rubric 

items 
b, c, d, e a 

Appendix B
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 SLO_4 -- Natural Science
Spring 2014

No. of responses = 13

Survey ResultsSurvey Results

4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.

4.1 Explain and use natural scientific vocabulary
and concepts.

ExemplaryPre-skill
n=12
av.=4.1
md=4.5
dev.=1.2
ab.=1

8.3%
1

1

0%
0

2

16.7%
2

3

25%
3

4

50%
6

5

4.2 Describe scientific methods. ExemplaryPre-skill
n=12
av.=4.1
md=4.5
dev.=1.2
ab.=1

0%
0

1

16.7%
2

2

8.3%
1

3

25%
3

4

50%
6

5

4.3 Think critically about scientific debates and
discoveries.

ExemplaryPre-skill
n=12
av.=3.9
md=4
dev.=1.1
ab.=1

0%
0

1

8.3%
1

2

33.3%
4

3

16.7%
2

4

41.7%
5

5

4.4 Make initial observations about natural
phenomena

ExemplaryPre-skill
n=11
av.=4.3
md=5
dev.=0.9
ab.=2

0%
0

1

0%
0

2

27.3%
3

3

18.2%
2

4

54.5%
6

5

4.5 Formulate hypothesis ExemplaryPre-skill
n=10
av.=4.1
md=4
dev.=1
ab.=1

0%
0

1

10%
1

2

10%
1

3

40%
4

4

40%
4

5

4.6 Design a test for that hypothesis ExemplaryPre-skill
n=10
av.=3.8
md=4
dev.=1
ab.=1

0%
0

1

10%
1

2

30%
3

3

30%
3

4

30%
3

5

4.7 Collect observation and measurement data ExemplaryPre-skill
n=9
av.=3.4
md=3
dev.=1
ab.=2

0%
0

1

11.1%
1

2

55.6%
5

3

11.1%
1

4

22.2%
2

5

4.8 Analyze and/or process data collected ExemplaryPre-skill
n=10
av.=3.6
md=3.5
dev.=1
ab.=1

0%
0

1

10%
1

2

40%
4

3

30%
3

4

20%
2

5

4.9 Think critically about analytical results ExemplaryPre-skill
n=10
av.=3.6
md=3.5
dev.=1.4
ab.=1

10%
1

1

10%
1

2

30%
3

3

10%
1

4

40%
4

5
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Student program
n=13GENSTDS 100%
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Profile

Subgroup: Spring 2014:  SLO4 - Overall Report - GENSTDS

Values used in the profile line: Mean

4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.

4.1 Explain and use natural scientific vocabulary
and concepts.

Pre-skill Exemplary
n=12 av.=4.1 md=4.5 dev.=1.2

4.2 Describe scientific methods. Pre-skill Exemplary
n=12 av.=4.1 md=4.5 dev.=1.2

4.3 Think critically about scientific debates and
discoveries.

Pre-skill Exemplary
n=12 av.=3.9 md=4.0 dev.=1.1

4.4 Make initial observations about natural
phenomena

Pre-skill Exemplary
n=11 av.=4.3 md=5.0 dev.=0.9

4.5 Formulate hypothesis Pre-skill Exemplary
n=10 av.=4.1 md=4.0 dev.=1.0

4.6 Design a test for that hypothesis Pre-skill Exemplary
n=10 av.=3.8 md=4.0 dev.=1.0

4.7 Collect observation and measurement data Pre-skill Exemplary
n=9 av.=3.4 md=3.0 dev.=1.0

4.8 Analyze and/or process data collected Pre-skill Exemplary
n=10 av.=3.6 md=3.5 dev.=1.0

4.9 Think critically about analytical results Pre-skill Exemplary
n=10 av.=3.6 md=3.5 dev.=1.4
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 SLO_4 -- Natural Science
Spring 2014

No. of responses = 410

Survey ResultsSurvey Results

4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.

4.1 Explain and use natural scientific vocabulary
and concepts.

ExemplaryPre-skill
n=374
av.=3.6
md=4
dev.=1.2
ab.=31

9.6%
36

1

3.7%
14

2

30.7%
115

3

27.8%
104

4

28.1%
105

5

4.2 Describe scientific methods. ExemplaryPre-skill
n=340
av.=3.7
md=4
dev.=1.1
ab.=64

2.9%
10

1

9.1%
31

2

32.4%
110

3

26.8%
91

4

28.8%
98

5

4.3 Think critically about scientific debates and
discoveries.

ExemplaryPre-skill
n=358
av.=3.4
md=3
dev.=1.2
ab.=48

8.7%
31

1

10.3%
37

2

34.6%
124

3

27.1%
97

4

19.3%
69

5

4.4 Make initial observations about natural
phenomena

ExemplaryPre-skill
n=310
av.=3.6
md=4
dev.=1.2
ab.=95

10%
31

1

5.2%
16

2

28.1%
87

3

32.6%
101

4

24.2%
75

5

4.5 Formulate hypothesis ExemplaryPre-skill
n=333
av.=3.4
md=3
dev.=1.1
ab.=58

9.6%
32

1

5.1%
17

2

41.7%
139

3

23.7%
79

4

19.8%
66

5

4.6 Design a test for that hypothesis ExemplaryPre-skill
n=317
av.=3.3
md=3
dev.=1.1
ab.=74

10.7%
34

1

6.6%
21

2

45.4%
144

3

20.8%
66

4

16.4%
52

5

4.7 Collect observation and measurement data ExemplaryPre-skill
n=328
av.=3.4
md=3
dev.=1.2
ab.=62

9.5%
31

1

6.1%
20

2

39%
128

3

25.3%
83

4

20.1%
66

5

4.8 Analyze and/or process data collected ExemplaryPre-skill
n=329
av.=3.4
md=3
dev.=1.2
ab.=61

9.1%
30

1

7.9%
26

2

40.1%
132

3

22.2%
73

4

20.7%
68

5

4.9 Think critically about analytical results ExemplaryPre-skill
n=313
av.=3.3
md=3
dev.=1.1
ab.=77

3.2%
10

1

19.2%
60

2

37.7%
118

3

22.4%
70

4

17.6%
55

5
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Student program
n=410BUS 1.2%

BUS-PRE 4.9%

EDUC 1%

EDUC-PRE 12%

GENSTDS 3.2%

LIBA 5.4%

LIBA-PRE 0.7%

ME 0.5%

ME-PRE 5.1%

NURS-BSN 2.7%

NURS-BSN-PRE 12.9%

NURS-RNBSN-PRE 0.2%

SCI 22.4%

SCI-PRE 12.2%

UCOL 5.4%

UCOL-HS 0.5%

UCOL-NDEG 4.6%

OTHER 5.1%



Spring 2014:  SLO4 - Overall Report

06/05/2014 Class Climate evaluation Page 3

Profile

Compilation: Spring 2014:  SLO4 - Overall Report

Values used in the profile line: Mean

4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.4. Use scientific concepts and methods to explain natural phenomena and test hypotheses.

4.1 Explain and use natural scientific vocabulary
and concepts.

Pre-skill Exemplary
n=374 av.=3.6 md=4.0 dev.=1.2

4.2 Describe scientific methods. Pre-skill Exemplary
n=340 av.=3.7 md=4.0 dev.=1.1

4.3 Think critically about scientific debates and
discoveries.

Pre-skill Exemplary
n=358 av.=3.4 md=3.0 dev.=1.2

4.4 Make initial observations about natural
phenomena

Pre-skill Exemplary
n=310 av.=3.6 md=4.0 dev.=1.2

4.5 Formulate hypothesis Pre-skill Exemplary
n=333 av.=3.4 md=3.0 dev.=1.1

4.6 Design a test for that hypothesis Pre-skill Exemplary
n=317 av.=3.3 md=3.0 dev.=1.1

4.7 Collect observation and measurement data Pre-skill Exemplary
n=328 av.=3.4 md=3.0 dev.=1.2

4.8 Analyze and/or process data collected Pre-skill Exemplary
n=329 av.=3.4 md=3.0 dev.=1.2

4.9 Think critically about analytical results Pre-skill Exemplary
n=313 av.=3.3 md=3.0 dev.=1.1
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