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OFFICIAL MINUTES 

of the 

S7TH CONVENTION 

of the 

AMERICAN TURNERS 

Held at Louisville, Kentucky 
July 16· 1~, 19 78 

FIRST SESSIOM 

Sunday Evening, July 16, 1978 

The 57th Convention of the American Turners convened at 8:20 P.M, en 
Sunday, July 16, 1978, at the Rivermont Holiday Inn in Louisville, Kentucky. 
The invocation was given by Auxiliary Archbishop Charles Maloney of 
Louisville. Turner Walter Schrader led the delegetes in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag, followed by the National Anthem, pl8yed by Tul'fter 
JoAnn Mueller. Turner Robert Harlow, president of Louisville Turne~•. 
welcomed the delegates on behalf of his society. National president 
Wilfred Racker, his wife, Laura, and National Auxiliary President Jeen 
Lahrman were honored by the city of Louisville, repreaent&d by Pat Kennedy, 
Chief of the Convention Bureau . 

President Racker thanked the Louisville Turners for their beautiful opening 
ceremony. He then called for nominations for a temporary chairman. Turner 
Ted O'Donnell (N.E.) was nominated by H. Schroeder (NY). Motion was made 
by K. Schrieber (W.N.Y.) to close the nominstions. Motion ~as seconded and 
carried, and Turner Racker declared Turner O'Donnell as the new temporary 
chairman. He assumed the chair. 

Turner O'Donnell called for nominations for temporary secretary. Turner Lucille 
Bothfeld (Ill.) was nominated by Martin (Ill.). Motion was made, seconded 
and carried to close the nominations, and Turner Bothfeld assumed the position 
of temporary secretary. 

Turner President Racker then presented his report to the Convention. 

(All reports of officers and committee chairmen are presented 
at the end of the report of the First Session.) 

Mrs . . Jean Lahrman, President of the National Women's Auxiliary, was presented 
by the chairman, and she extended the greetings of the Auxiliary for a fine 
Convention. The ladies were then excused. 

The report of the Credentials Committee had been presented to the delegates 
as they arrived, and they were asked to review them and present any changes 
to the committee chairman and secretary at the back of the room. While this 
was being done, Turner O'Donnell called for the reports of First Vice Presi­
dent Walter Schrader and Second Vice President Forrest Steinlage. 

Changes in the Credentials Committee report were reported by Turner Crook. 
Motion was then made by Crook and seconded to accept the corrected report 
and seat the delegates. Motion was carried. 
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.REPORT OF '1'HE CRE1>IDfi'1ALS COMMI'.£T~ 

Meeting was called to order at 4:10 P.M. by President Wilfred Racker. The following 
delegates attended the meeting: Eldon Zahm, Central States; J. Edward Hille, Middle 
Atlantic; Fred Boeker, New Jersey; Elmer Crook, St . Louis; Erwin Schrader, Illinois; 
Alex Diamant, New York; Cliff Andercon, Western Pa.; George Jacquin, W.N.Y.; Dorothie 
Timmerman, Upper Miss.; Ed Barrows, Lake Erie; Frank Astaldi, New England; Ray Hall, 
Minnesota , Turner Elmer Crook vas unanimously elected chairman of this committee. 
Turner Dorothie Timmerman was unanimously elected to serve as secretary. 

George Jacquin made a motion to distribute the Credentials Committee report as delegates 
enter the hall, with a note advising them to look for additions and corrections and 
report said corrections to the officers of the Credential Committee, who will be 
seated in the rear of the hall. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Turner Astaldi, seconded by Turner Jacquin, to adjourn . Meeting 
adjourned at 5:00 P.M. 

DELEGATES LISTED BY DISTRICTS 

CENTRAL STATES - 57 Federal Votes 

Charles Cooper 
Tommy Mayes 
Dona Shaefer 
James H:)Qre 
:-Iarold Jornod 
Dick Senn 
Peter Michels, Jc 
"!:1.ac Ernst 
Edmund Pahl 
Robert Schuler 
Fra~k Fielman 
Ollie Fiebig 
William Grauel 
Dnrothy Steinlage 
Clyde GJ.skins 

ILLINOIS DISTRICT 

Ann Trankle 
Wm. Meyer 
Warren E. Dalbke 
Ed Elste 
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Clarence Lahrman, 
K2nP..eth Traylor 
Paul Bullard 
Dick Wolf 
James Rabe 
Mary Mo:rgan 
Robert St. Peters, 
Elinor Risch 
Richard Pah 1 
Eldon Zahm 
Fn~d I':overman 
Richard Bade 
A. Graham Morton 
Betty Heppner 

Federal Votes 

Erwin Schrader 
Glen Lose 
Bi 11 Burkman 
Fritz Korte 

LAKE ERIE DISTRICT - 8 Federal Votes 

Jr. 

Sr. 

Laura Racker 
Pauline Mcintyre 
:Cd Barrow 

Frank Mcintyre - Alt 
Paul DeSalvo 
Bi 11 Severns 

11IDDLE ATLANTIC DISTRICT - 12 Federal Votes 

Dainy Pippin 
David Lebert 

Nancy Sahms 
Heinz Schueler 

Richard Barnes 
Luella C. Roth 
George Pearson 
Charles Gamble 
Bob Swan 
William L. Maier 
Doris Stewart 
Ronald D .. Matheny 
Richard Malone 
Harry E. Hineman 
William Ridge 
Robert Harlow 
Theodore Strobel 
Harry Stewart 

Lucille Bothfeld 
Chic Martin 
Herman Zweifel 
Carl Irps, Jr. 

Hans Wandscher 
George Heeschen 
Frank Konecki 

James Reifsnyder 
J. Edward Hille 



1-L~J::rJSSOTA DISTRICT - 4 Feder a 1 Votes 

Ray Hall George Kuettner 

• NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT - 27 Federal Votes 

Ted O 'Donne 11 Alice Astaldi 

NEW JERSEY DISTRICT - 4 Federal Votes 

Ursula M. Virgens Victor E. Virgens 

NEW YORK DISTRICT - 7 Federal Votes 

Emma Gebhardt 
Henry W. Schroeder 
Edward Sexton 

George Hirsch 
Alex Diamant 

Richard Runck - Alt. 

Frank Astaldi 

Fred Beeker 

Eugene Keller 
Hertha Herman 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT - 2 Federal Votes, but no mandates received. 

• 

• 

ST. LOUIS DISTRICT - 11 Federal Votes 

Elmer Serb 
Barbara Hoch 
Robert Marx 
F.lmer Crook 

Nick Meyer 
Harry Warnken 
Helen Garcia 
Anton Hoch 

pPPER,_MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT - 17 Federal Votes 

L.:::Vern Harksen 
D3v:i.d Ho llats 
~r:<Jin Behr 
Forrest Maxwell 
i?rank Timrnerman 
E3-:-old Jurgens 
Carl Hea ld - Alt. 

Mel Bowker - Alt. 
Joseph Becker 
Betty Dau 
Robert Dau 
Ervin L. Andresen 
E. G. Squires 
Ray Homad - Alt. 

WESTERN NEW YORK DIS~ - 8 Federal Votes 

r:arl HcGunigale 
Bernard Harris 
G2rald liogue 
Ed~ard Timm 
Clifford E. Anderson 
Dee Koch 
Dennis Grant 
Ed Casner 

Fred Angerman 
Robert S. White, Sr. 
Herbert Lauf 
Lindsay D. Murray 
Harold Hoenig 
Robert Volker 
Jack MacDoo 

VISCONSI~ DISTRICT - 4 Federal Votes 

F:rank Frerman Gary Miller 

~~MBER AT LARGE - 1 Federal Vote (No name submitted) 

TOTAL FEDERAL VOTES AUTHORIZED ABOVE - 215 
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Eugene So 1 fronk 
John Westermeyer 
Dennis Zeller 
Pauline Stephens 

Glen Dau 
Roland Niebes 
Dorothie Timmerman 
Lloyd Rose 
Ray Huth 
Jack Tatge - Alt. 
Herman Beckman - Alt. 

Raymond Beisler 
H. R. Lingenfelter 
Ray Karl 
John M. Kovaly 
Ron Cente lla 
Daniel Futato 
Ed Judy 

Al Udovich 
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DELEGATES LISTED BY COMMITTEE 

:SOWLING COMMITTEE 

Nic!t Meyer, St. L . 
Clarence Lahrman, Jr . ,Cent.St. 
Robt. St.Peters, Cent.St. 
Dick Senn, Cent.St. 
Lavern Harksen, Upper Miss. 
Fred Angerman, W.Pa . 
Jack M.'.lcDoo, W. Pa. 

CUL~URAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Ursula M. Virgens, N.J. 
Luella C Roth, Cent.St 
Horry St~wart, Cent.St . 
P~uline Mcintyre, LE 
~3ymond Beisler, W. Pa 
William Grauel, Cent.St, 
Joseph Becker, Upper Miss. 

~IN~~CE COMMITTEE 

Victor E. Virgens, N.J. 
Ceor8C Pesrson, Cent.St. 
L~cille Bothfeld, Ill. 
A. Grcharn Morton, Cent.St. -A 
3. R. Linge~felter, W.Pa. 
~illiam Meyer, !11. 
Q~inn Wri~ht, W.N.Y. 

i.'1'1 T .W~ML AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

r~v id L~bert, Mid.Atl. 
Ric l~ ·.cd Ha lone, Cent. St. 
~a~ry E. Hineman, Cent.St. 
Bi ll B~rkman, Ill. 
Ed i ~rro-w, L.E. 
i ~. ::l y Kar 1 , W. Pa . 
Clifford E . Anderson, W.Pa. 
~a~~=d Sexton, N.Y. 
Lioyd RJse, Upper Miso. 
Eon Ceutella, W. Pa. 
?a~line Stephens, St.L . 

H?ALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

L3isy Pippin, Mid.Atl. 
R , Marx , St . L 
P,lice Astaldi, N E. 
MacErnst, Cent.St . 
EQmund Pahl, Cent.St. 
Dorothy Steinlage, Cent.St. 
Geor~e Heeschen, L.E , 
Willinm L. Maier, Cent. St .. 
Alex Diamant, N.Y. 
Quinn Wright, W.N~Y. 
~orothie Timmerm9n,Upper Miss. 
rancy Sahms, Mid.Atl . 
Karl Schreiber, W.N.Y. 
Ed Casner, W.Pa. 

Elmer Serb, St.L. 
Richard Barnes, Cent.St . 
Laura Racker, Lake Erie 
Earl McGunigale, W.Pa; 
Mel Bowker, Upper Miss.-A 
Betty Dau, Upper Miss. 

Eugene Solfronk, St.L. 
Dona Schaefer, Cent.St . 
Doris Stewart, Cent.St . 
Richard A. Barnes, Cent.St . 
Bernard Harris, W.Pa. 
Glen Dau, Upper Miss. 
Ed Judy, W. Pa , 

Nick Meyer, St.L . 
James Moore, Cent. St. 
Paul DeSalvo, L.E. 
George Hirsch, N.Y. 
Roland Niebes, Upper Miss. 
Barbara Hoch, St.L. 
Hugo Noldan, W.N.Y. 

Dennis Zeller, St.L. 
Robert Schuler, Cent.St. 
Frank Fielman, Cent.St. 
Herman Zweifel, Ill. 
Bill Severns, L.E. 
Lindsay D. Murray, W.Pa. 
Harold Hoenig, W.Pa. 
Betty Dau, Upper Miss. 
Frank Timmerman, Upper Miss. 
Elmer Crook, St.L . 
Herbert Lauf, W.Pa. 

Harry Warnken, St.L. 
Helen Garcia, St . L, 
Charles Gamble, Cent.St. 
Elinor Risch, Cent.St. 
Glen Lose, Ill. 
Peter Michels, Jr. ,Cent.St. 
Clyde Gaskins, Cent.St. 
Eugene Keller, N.Y. 
Gerald Hogue, W.Pa. 
George Jacquin, W.N.Y. 
Forrest Maxwell,Upper Miss. 
James Reifsnyder, Mid.Atl. 
Edward Timm, W.Pa. 
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Chas. Cooper, Cent.St. 
Tommy Mayes, Cent.St 
Frank Mcintyre, LE (Alt.) 
Karl Schreiber, W.N.Y. 
Ann Trankle, Ill. 
Ray Huth, Upper Miss. 

Kenneth Traylor, Cent . St 
Erwin Schrader, Ill . 
Hans Wandscher, LE 
Emma Gebhardt, N. Y. 
Lin Batdorf, W. N.Y. 
David Hollats, Upper Miss. 

Paul Bullard, Cent. St. 
Dick Wolff, Cent.St. 
Richard A. Barnes,Cent.St.-A 
Robert S. White, Sr., W.Pa. 
Erwin Behr, Upper Miss. 
Elmer Serb, St . L_. 

Frank Astaldi, N.E. 
Eldon Zahm, Cent.St. 
Warren E. Dalbke, Ill. 
Gary Miller, Wisc. 
Hertha Herman, N.Y. 
John M. Kovaly, W.Pa. 
Raymond Hall, Minn. 
Robert Dau, Upper Miss. 
Erwin L. Andresen, Up.Miss. 
Anton Hoch, St.L. 

John Westermeyer, St.L . 
Ted O'Donnell, N. E. 
Harold Jornod, Cent . St 
Ronald D. Matheny,Cent.St. 
Frank Frerman, Wisc. 
Betty Heppner, Cent St 
Mary A. Morgan, Cent.St . 
Henry W. Schroeder, N.Y. 
George Kuettner, Minn . 
Betty Dau, Upper Miss. 
Chic Martin, Ill. 
Dennis Zeller, St.L. 
Hugo Noldan, W.N.Y. 
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NATIONAL PUBLICATION AND PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

R. Marx, St . L. 
Fred Koverman, Cent.St . 
Theodore Strobel, Cent.St. 
Lin Batdorf, W.N.Y. 

Ed Elste, Ill. 
Wm. E. Ridge, Cent.St . 
Eugene Keller, N.Y. 
Harold Jurgens, Upper Miss. 

Fritz Korte, Ill . 
Ollie Fiebig, Cent . St. 
Dee Koch, W. Pa . 
George Evans, W.Pa. 

PRINCIPLES, STATUTES AND GRIEVANCES 

Richard Bade, Cent.St . 
Bob Swan, Cent . St . 
A. Hoch, St.L . 
Al Udovich, Wisc . 
George Hirsch, N.Y. 
Robert Dau, Upper Miss. 
Robert Volker, W.Pa. 
Heinz Schueler, Mid.Atl . 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Dick Wolff, Cent.St. 
Elmer Crook, St.L. 
Henry W. Schroeder, N.Y. 
Glen Dau, Upper Miss. 

James Rabe, Cent . St . 
J . Edward Hille, Mid.Atl. 
Pauline Stephens, St.L . 
Edmund Pahl, Cent . St . - A 
George Jacquin, W. N.Y. 
E. G. Squires, Upper Miss. 
Harry Warnken, St . L. 
Quinn Wright, W.N.Y. 

J . Edward Hille, Mid.Atl. 
Warren E. Dalbke, Ill. 
Edward Timm, W.Pa . 

Robert E. Harlow, Cent . St . 
Fred Boeker, N.J. 
Carl Irps, Jr., Ill. 
Frank Konecki, L.E . 
George Pearson, Cent.St , 
Jack Tatge, Upper Miss. 
John Westermeyer, St . L. 

Victor E. Virgens, N.J. 
Hans Wandscher, L.E · 
George Jacquin, W.N.Y. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elmer Crook, Chairman 
Dorothie Timmerman, Secretary 

Election of Permanent Chairman: Turner Robert Harlow, president of Louisville 
Turners, was nominated by Bade, Cent.St. Turner Ted O'Donnell (NE) was nominated 
by Schroeder (NY), but he refused the nomination. Motion was made by Diamant (NY) 
and seconded to close the nominations. Motion was carried, and Turner Harlow 
assumed the chair as Permanent Chairman. 

Election of Vice Chairman: Turner Clifford Anderson (W.Pa.) was nominated by 
Lauf (W.Pa.), but did not accept. Turner Bob Dau (Upper Miss.) was nominated 
by Westermeyer (St.L.), but declined : Turner Chic Martin (Ill.) was nominated 
by Elste (Ill.). Turner George Jacquin (W.N.Y.) was nominated by Wright (W.N.Y.), 
but refused. Turner Eldon Zahm (Cent.St.) was nominated by Gamble (Cent . St.), and 
refused. Motion was made by Meyer (Ill.) and seconded to close the nominations. 
Motion carried, and Turner Chic Martin assumed the position of Vice Chairman. 

Election of Permanent Secretary: Turner Lucille Bothfeld (Ill.) was nominated 
by Westermeyer, St.L . Motion was made by Bob Dau (Upper Miss.) and seconded to 
close the nominations. Motion was carried,_ and Turner Bothfeld became Permanent 
Secretary . 

Election of Assistant Secretar1: Turner Lin Batdorf (W.N.Y.) was nominated by 
Wright (W.N.Y.) Motion was made by Warnken (St.L . ) and seconded to close the 
nominations. Motion was carried, and Turner Batdorf assumed the chair of 
Permanent Assistant Secretary. 

Election of Sergeant at Arms: Turner Fred Koverman (Cent . St.) was nominated by 
Bade (Cent.St.). Turner Alex Diamant (N.Y.) was nominated by F.Astaldi (N.E.), 
but declined. Motion was made by O'Donnell (N .E.) and seconded to close the 
nominations. Motion was carried, and Turner Koverman was declared Sergeant at 
Arms. 
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Election of Parliamentarian: Turner George Jacquin (W.N.Y.) was nominated 
by Wright (W.N.Y.) Motion was made by Noldan (W.N.Y.) and seconded to 
close the nominations. Motion was carried, and Turner Jacquin assumed his 
place at the table. 

Motion was made by Wright (W.N.Y.) to accept the reports of Turners Racker, 
Schrader and Steinlage and refer them to the proper committees. Motion was 
seconded and carried. 

The report of Gretchen Willer, National Secretary, was read. Motion to 
accept the report was made by Timm (W.Pa.), seconded and carried, and 
Turner Willer was given a standing ovation and best wishes in her coming 
retirement. 

Report of National Treasurer William Meyer was read. Motion to receive the 
report and refer it to the Finance Committee was made by Elste (Ill.), 
seconded and carried. 

Turner William Woehrle, Chairman of Health and Physical Education, presented 
his report and explained that since he is no longer employed as a Turner 
instructor he will no longer be eligible to retain his position of National 
Chairman of that committee. 

Reports were read by JoAnn Mueller, National Cultural Education Chairman; 
Elmer Serb, National Bowling Chairman; and John Westermeyer, Chairman of 
the Endowment Trust Fund. Motion was made by Malone (Cent.St.) and seconded 
to accept the reports of the four committee chairmen. Motion was carried . 

A letter of greeting was read from Congressman Romano Mazzoli, representative 
from Louisville, welcoming the delegates to the city and expressing his 
hopes for a successful Convention. 

Turner Beeker (N.~.) announced that a total of 127 Turners and friends would 
be attending the Turnfest in Hanover, Germany, at the end of July. 

Motion was made by Schroeder (N.Y.) that the committee meetings scheduled 
for Monday, July 17, be convened. at 9 :00 A.M. Motion was seconded and carried. 

Convention chairman Schuler (Cent.St.) announced location of the various 
committee meetings for Monday, and also announced that a trip to Churchill 
Downs and a river boat ride would be held for those whose work for the day 
wa~ completed or who were otherwise free to attend. 

Motion was made by O'Donnell (N.E.) and seconded and carried to adjourn the 
First Session of the 57th Convention of American Turners, with the Second 
Session to be set for Tuesday, July 18, 1978, at 9:00 A.M • 
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June 29, 1978 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

To the Delegates of the 57th National Convention of the American Turners: 
Delegates to the 30th National Conventi~n of the Women's Auxiliary; visiting 
Turners and guests. 

Greetings: 

In the 4 years I have been in office I have visited many of our member 
societies. Having mentioned these trips in my articles in Turner Topics, I 
will dispense with presenting all the names and places again. As I mentioned 
two years ago, it is impossible to visit all societies. If your society was 
missed, it was not intentional. 

Jahn Fund 

The Jahn Fund headquarters has been moved fr~m Chicago, Illinois to New York 
City, New York. This involved all new Trustee's from the New York area being 
approved by the Chicago Trustee's. A meeting between the Nati~nal Executive 
Committee and Turner Henry Schr~eder, Chairman of the Jahn Education Fund, was 
held in February of 1977, in Chicag~, Illinois. In 1977, and so far in 1978, 
the Trustee's have made the f~ll"wing donation t~ the American Turners of one 
of its member s~cieties • 

1. I~ gi f t c f $~ "JO.OO for T1cn ~~ r ~r+ofo'.""~hip~. , 
2. An increase in the Turner Topics d~nati~n fr~m $1,200.00 a year to 

$1,500.00 a year. 
3. Donated $2,000.00 t~ward the expenses which were incurred in 1972, with 

tbe Restoratinn of the Jahn Mem"rial, in St. L"uis, Missouri. 
4. Donated $500.00 to the Johnst~wn Turners Flood Recovery Fund. 

We thank the Trustee's for their donati~ns and knnw that they will con­
tinue to assist the American Turners in future worthy endeavors. 

Endowment Trust Fund 

To societies who qualify, loans are available from the Endowment Trust Fund. 

A total of $3,057.00 in grants were granted Turner societies in 1976, 1977, 
and 1978. No society under present rules can or has received more than one grant 
or has a grant been for more than $500.00. 

Instructors Fund 

The Instruct~rs Fund donated $1,000.00 each until 1977 toward the Instruc­
tors hospitalization and life insurance program, which was started by National 
Council in 1971. This program had to be discontinued in November, because of 
prohibitive cost. We did ask societies to pay one-half of cost, but not enough 
societies showed an interest • 
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In 1977 Albert Jeffrey, a member of the New York Turnverein was awarded a 
$1,000.00 Scholarship. $600.00 was paid by the Endowment Trust Fund and $400.00 
by the American Turners. 

In 1978 Jeanini Terry, a member of the Covington Turners has ·been awarded 
a $600000 Scholarship. She will attend either the University of Kentucky or 
Indiana University. 

NatiGnal Office 

In September of 1977, Mrs. Gretchen Willer, national secretary informed 
National Council of her plans tn retire in the summer of 1978. N~tice of the 
opening and request for applications for the position of natinnal secretary was 
placed in Turner Topics. After reviewing all applications, the committee that 
was appointed to 5elect and work out the details for hiring nf a natinnal secre­
tary, chose tn mnve the national office tn the Atheneaum Turners, Indianapolis~ 

Indiana. The E'(ecutive C(lmmittee and the Naticnal c~uncil concurred with this 
recnmmendati,...i11 and to adhere '.: f1 the Principles and Statutes, a resAlution to 
move to Indianapolis, Indiana, is being presented to you delegates for ycur _ 
approva 1, 

Mrs. Gretchen Willer has dnne a splendid jnb in handling our nati~nal office 
since her appnintment in 1970. We regret that she is planning ~n re~iring • 

On my !as: visit to 0u r Rochester national office I noted that within a 
shD;t tiMe ~ome ~f c~i· present office equipment uill have to be replaced, Seme 
of the equipment is in very p~or condition~ 

Nati~nal Council 

s~me problems have been brr.ught to natinnal cnuncil 's attentfon)' pertain­
ing to the P:<: i :. ~ 91es and Statutes, and effecting cur nati~nal organization, 
Some of these pi~cbiems are being presented to you delegates for your delibera­
tiono 

With ~he exce~~ien cf a few individuals, ynur Naticnal Cnuncil has functi~ned 
as a we1·1 organized unit during these last twn years. 

r... contin- .:::J fin.: relationship \'-1ith the Ladies Auxiliary, through their 
President, Mrs. Jean ~~~ rman, has been maintained. 

Turner Tcpics 

With the death of cur Turner Topics Editor, William Huth, we are without 
an Editor at this time. I have placed a request fer applications by any Turner 
foi· this position in Tu ;·ner Tcpics. It is naticnal council plans to appoint 
an Editor at the September, 1978 National Council meeting, scheduled for 
St. Lcuis, Missouri~ 
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Some problems have presented themselves in societies who are hosting our 
National Education Events. These societies, it seems, are not being informed of 
their duties and the procedure to be followed, I have recently received some com­
plaints, and I hope you delegates will make a decision that either the National 
Physical Education Conmittee or this convention set up a set of rules or pro­
cedurel guide for conducting all our National Physical Education Events. I am 
sure this would correct the problems we are now having. 

In 1975, the National Ladies Volleyball Championship traveling trophy was 
retired by the North St. Louis Turners. For the 1976 ancf 1977 Championship there 
was no trophy available for presentation. After contacting various Turners, I 
have been informed that Turner Pauline Stephens of the North St. Louis, in memory 
of her husband, Turner Leo Stephen, will donate a traveling trophy to replace 
the old one that was retired in 1975. 

Problems are still occurring in receiving bids for sites for the various 
National Physical Championships. For this reason, in most cases the events are 
being awarded two years in advance, as per instructions ef the 55th National 
Convention. 

The National Gymnastic Champi~nship scheduled for Lnng Beach, Californi·a, 
due to lack of the required number of entries, had t~ be canceled. Due to this 
cancellation I have received a personal letter fr""1 Turner Bud Marquette, stating 
that the California societies are withdrawing from the American Turners. I am 
writing Turner Marquette fer an efficial notification and te ask how many societies, 
and if all societies, are involved in the withdrawal. 

The National Festival will be held in Moline, Illinois July 4-8, 1979. lhe 
Moline Festival Corrmittee is working hard on nll preparations, and the National 
Physical and Cultural Education ChaJrmen will meet with the local committee in 
the near future to work out final details. 

I have been assured by Turner Woehrle that the revised National Festival 
Rules will be mailed by July 1, 1978. 

The Festival Fund has of May 31, 1978 a Certificate of Deposit of $10,660.42 
and $6,348.81 in the savings, for a total of $17,009.23. 

Leaders Course 

The 1977 Leaders Course scheduled for Louisville, Kentucky had to be can­
celled due to only receiving 7 applications for participation, and it requires 
at least 10 tte hold the course. 

With the personal letter of withdrawal by Calif-rnia societies, and this 
year's leader course being scheduled for Long Beach, I w~uld assume that this 
year's course will also be cancelled. On my last contact with Turner Woehrle, 
he could not give me any information regarding this year•s course • 
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Cultural Education 

The only National Cultural competition is at the National Festival, and the 
awards resulting from the monthly reports by societies. I feel more Cultural 
Competition should be promoted by the National Cultural Committee. 

A 3uggestion is being presented to this convention to establish a suitable 
and.fitting award, for a competition to be named, to be known as the Sara Palmer 
Memorial award. 

Bowling 

It is a known fact that any action taken by a National Convention can only 
be amended or changed by a following convention. In 1962, that convention set 
the fee to be charged bowlers for the operation and expenses incurred in the 
operation of the National Bowling Committee. The Principles and Statutes state 
this fee is to be set by the National Bowling Committee, with approval of 
National Council. I feel a ruling should be made by the Principles and Statutes 
Committee of this convention, who sets the fee and for future confiscations that 
may occur between convention action and the Statutes. 

Finances 

A request by National Council is being presented to this convention for an 
increase of $1.00 per Capita Tax, effective January, 1979 • 

Due to inflationary cost, which has created a financial loss in our general 
fund in the last years, and due to the fact that no request or increase has been 
granted since 1968, it is felt that in order to continue efficient operation of 
our national ~ffice, and to supply the member districts and societies with the 
services to which they are entitled, this increase must be received. 

Some of the added expenses that must also be taken into consideration are: 

1. We will have an expense if our national office is moved. 
2. Small increase in rental fee of office space if national office is moved. 
3. New equipment will be needed, regardless of a decision to move. 
4. Increase in mailing cost, both 1st class and for Turner Topics. 
5. Increase cost in travelihg, lodging and food. 
6. Increase cost in wages. 

There were, as of May 22, 1978 still a number of small per capita tax pay­
ments for 1974, 1976 and 1977,, outstanding. The total amount of these were 1977, 
$1,065.00; for 1976, $303.00; and 1974, $453.00. The total societi&s involved 
were 14. I feel most nf these outstanding payments are in unused cards. 

Societies 

The May report from our National Secretary showed the American Turners mem­
bership for the year 1977 to be npproximately 15,900 honorary, dues paying, and 
military members • 
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Former Societies 

Efforts are being made to see if former and new societies will join the 
American Turners. All regional councillors have been sent a list of Gymnastic 
clubs in their regions and have been asked, at their earliest convenience, to 
contact these clubs. 

Rochester Turners 

An agreement between the National organization and Rochester Turners was made 
whereby Rochester Turners, upon a 30-day notice, cnn request and will be given the 
deed to Rochester Turner property. The first mortgage now is the only involvement 
between the Rochester Turners and the Endowment Trust Fund. 

Conclusion 

It has been a pleasure to have served the American Turners these past 
20 years. National Bowling Chairman for 12 years and 8 years as a National 
Officer (as second, first, and the last four years as President.) I have 
enjoyed my work · and enjoyed renewing old friendships and making of new friends. 
I hope you huve enjoyed my rep~rts of my nctivities in each nrticle of Turner 
Topics. I have received many favorable comments • 

A person I would especially like to thank is my wife. For, with her help 
and moral support, it has made my work much easier. My thanks to the members of 
National Council, past presidents, all district and society officers, nnd all 
members for their assistance during these last four years. My plans are to 
remain active in the American Turners, and it is my desire to serve the American 
Turners in one capacity or another for many years to cnme. 

With Turner Greetings, 

Wilfred H. Racker, President 
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REPORT OF THE FIRST VICE PRES !DE}lT 

TO THE 5 7th NATIONAL CONVENTION OF TUE ANEJUCAN TURNERS 

JULY lG, 1978 

First ::>f all, I wish t:> c ~;tend oy thanks t:> th:>se TU'rners wh:> have 
helped ancl pr:>vided rae Hith inf:n·r.iatbn and material t:) carry :>Ut the . duties 
of my :>ff ice. 

Over the past two years I have participated in Nati:mal C::>uncil meetings 
held in F:>rt Wayne and s~uth Dend and E~<ecutive C:>mmittee meetings in South 
Dend, R:>chester, and Louisville. 

In additi·:m, attendance has been made t::> several meetings and sportin13 
events which include a Central States Leadership C~nference and Senior VJlley­
ball Tournament both of which were held at Athenaeum Turners, Ind ianap:>l is a-nd 
a special Jahn Fund meetin3 c~nducted at the time the National Cyr.mastic 
T:>urnaoent was held at the American Turners, Northwest Chica3J. Als~ in the 
spring of 1977, I had the pleasure of visiting the H:>n::>n3ehela Turners and 

• presenting the G:>ld non:>r Key t::> Turner R:>bert V:::>l ker. 

• 

As I have stated in an article for Turner T:>pics, it is my fervent h:::>pe 
that m'Jre Districts will f::>llow the lead :>f Central States in c~nducting 
Leadership Conferences. At these c::>nferences, all · facets of successful Turner 
pro3rans are freely and ::>penly discussed f:>r the uetterment of all s:::>cieties. 
The name :>f the ga171e is effective c:>nmunication. Let the strong and successful 
societies c::>unsel th::>se n::>t s:> f:>rtunate and in d:>in8 s::>, stren3then their 
own lot by a healthy exchange :>f ideas. 

A pr::>ject :>f which I assumed responsibility was the devel:>pment of an 
"Inf::rrmati::>nal Brochurcr: which pr:>vides pertinent data on the vari::ms features, 
pr:>3rams and services that ::m·r Nati :ma l Or3an iza t Lm has t :> ::>f fer. My sincere 
thanks t:> Turner George Jacquin for his help in prJoptly providing inf:>r~~tion 
and for the editing and repr::><lucin:; ::>f the material c:>opile<l f:>r this br::>chur.e 
at no cost t:> our National Off ice. I ao pleased tJ state that c~pies are bein3 
distributed at this C::>nvcmti::m t::> representatives :>f the variJus S::>ciet5.es and 
Districts and t:> all raerabers ::>f the National C:mncii. 

In adc~iti::m, perf:>rmed the cluties as required as Secretary of the End.:>wment 
Trust Fund • 
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At this tioe, thanks are als~ extended t:> oy wife Ann for graci~usly 
bein3 r.1y pers:mal secretary and br typing a tPo<lly nur.1ber ;:,f rep:>rts and 
all necessary c:>rrespondence. In this regard, I als:> thank our Nati:>nal 
Secretary, Gretchen Willer for the efficient and pr;)rapt replies t:> all oy 
inquiries. 

With Turner 3reetings, 

Walter 11. Schroder 
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REPORT OF THE SECOND VICE PRES ID.ENT 

TO TUE 5 7th NATI01'U\L CONVENTION OF TUE .liJlIIB !CAN TURNERS 

JULY 16, 1978 

Greet 5.nss: 

C:mcratulati:ms and best wishes f::>r a successful 57th Natbnal C:mvention. 
It is a pleasure t~ meet with y~u ~nee again. The past tw::> years have zone 
swiftly by and we are here once a3ain to plan f::>r ::>ur future. 

Durine these two years I have carried :mt the duties assigned me t:> the 
best of my ability. I attended the Council meetinss at Ft. {·Jayne and S:mth 
Dend and the e-,{ecutive coomittee meetings at R::>chester and L:misville. 

During this th1c I supervised the printing ::>f the Revised Principles 
and Statutes, the P·roceduwl Guide and the 1976 Directory and Statistical 
Report. 

Durinn both years I attended the Central States Leadership Conferences 
held at Athenaeum Turners in Indianapolis. These conferences have been 
restored after s::>me years aLsence. They have been DJSt successful and arc 
helping t:> stimulate the activities :>f the District. I h:>pe that ~ther 
districtn who d:> n:>t have a sioilar pr:>grao take steps t::> initiate :>ne as 
it is a very e:>:>d way t:> stinulate district interest. 

£\t the request ::>f P·resident Racker, I attended the Nati::mal Senbr 
V:>lleyball Championships at Cleveland STV. This was a very g:>~d tournament 
and sl1:>Hs every si3n ::>f '.:;r::>wing larger in the future. 

The tw:> oost disc:>uraginc things ::>f the past ~i~ years were the can­
cellati:m :>f the Natbnal Gyr.mastic Champbnships t:> be held at Long 1each 
Turners this year due t:> lack of enough teams participatinc . This is indeed 
unf:>rtunate for an :>rcanizati:m such as the i\oerican Turners which is b::mnd 
by its Principles t:> be unable t:> conduct its leaders c:>urse ·:>r hold its 
Nat bnal Cho1:1pbnships due t~ a lack ::>f interest. I am familiar with this 
since my :>un society and district went t~ s:>mc len3ths t~ raise the funds t:> 
send a team. a uestern Pennsylvania Society als~ agreed t~ send a teaa but 
this was -all the extent ~f the entries. It was necessary for L~n3 Deach t:> 
cancel the event after havin:3 [pne t:> much preparat i:m which even incluc1ed 
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housing all the participants in :>rder t:> 1 ighten their e~~penses. 

Gyonastics means s:> much t:> :>ur ::>rganization that br:mght it t:> this 
country and has spent its wh:>le existence pr::>Qotin3 it. It w::>uld be 
unthinkable t ::> let it fa 11 Ly the wayside. Next year is :>ur National 
Turnfest in lbl ine and I sincerely h:>pe our s:>c iet ics t»ill r:iake an e'{tra 
eff :>rt t~ be represented with a turnfest team. 

It has been a pleasure to serve these past years with the :>fficers, 
c::>mnittee chairmen, and c::mncilraen of ::mr ::>r::;anization. I am s:>rcy ::>ur 
Nati:mal Secretary Gretchen Willer is planning t:> retire. She has given 
many years ::>f 1 ::>yal service. I wish her well. 

With Turner GreetinBs, 

F::>rrcst F. Steinlnge 
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 

To the 57th National Convention of the American Turners: 

Greetings, 

Since everything of National importance is pretty well covered by reports of our 
National Officers, I hope you will forgiv~ me if I make mine on a personal basis. 

First, some statistics from my report for figuring your federal votes: We had 
14,994 dues-paying members in 1977 (there should be a few more from those who have 
not yet paid their dues); 551 40-Year Honorary Members; 470 50-Year Honorary Members; 
52 servicemen and 106 members-at-large -- a total of 16,173 members. 

I once told an interested party who questioned me about starting a new Turner 
society that the only successful societies were those fortunate enough to have many 
dedicated members. By "dedicated" I explained that these people have made Turner­
ism a maior part of their lives. Yes, they seemed to give most of their spare time 
working and teaching at their societies, attending meetings and conventions, making 
reports, hosting National, District or Regional tournaments and many other activi­
ties of their societies. 

As National Secretary, I found myself caught up in this pattern also. Although I 
am not a volunteer worker, I have given up much of my own time working for the 
National organization. Even before I became National Secretary I can remember 
typing stencils during my so-called vacation week. The Bowling Rules for Men and 
another set for Women plus all the instructions, contract, financial. and other 
forms had to be typed up. Also, a week's work was piling up at the office. So 
I spent much of my "vacation time" working at home. After that I didn't bother 
to take any time off, except for two or three days at the most, since catching up 
would mean putting in extra time anyhow. 

I was lucky enough not to have had any serious illness or to need hospitalization 
all during the 20 years I have been employed at the National Office. There are so 
many different things to do that it is impossible to teach a part•time worker to 
take over the responsibility for any length of time. 

The year that Dr. Eklund, as National Secretary, became ill and unable to work, I 
did his work and mine for about the whole year. Of course, this meant putting in a 
lot of overtime for which I never charged the National. 

All this work was done at a ve~y lo salary. Even today, if you will notice the 
auditor's report in your Turner Topics, salaries for one full-time employee and 
one part-time employee, amount to only $10,740.00. For the amount of work and 
responsibility involved, it has been necessary for our Council to hire a new 
secretary at a higher wage than I am receiving after 20 years' experience and 
non-stop work at the National. 

For the past few years I have received some benefits, but not much will carry 
over to retirement . So now, with the exception of a small individual retirement 
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a~~ount, I will have to depend largely on i ust so~ial security income> which -will 
be reduced by 20% as I have not yet reached 65 years of age . But I am de~l'E"t'ate 

for some time for myself, without the responsibility of taking care of business, 
and no one to turn to for relief from the constant pressure I feel. 

I'm not telling you this to boast or to ask for sympathy . I ·ust want you to 
know why I feel it is necessary that I leave at this time. I still consider the 
position of National Secretary a very good and interesting job and I 3pprec1Ate 
the fact that you chose me for this honor. One of the most important benefits 
I enjoyed has been your friendship. It has been wonderful knowing all you 
special people who work so hard to make Turners an organization to be proud of 

The National and all those members who reap the benefits of a "sound mind in. 8 · · • 

sound body" owe you a debt of gratitude. I know you will continue your effortl 
and that your societies will grow and prosper in the future. I wish you all the 
very best and promise I will never forget you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Gretchen Willer 

Gretchen Willer 
National Secretary 
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REPORT OF TlIE NA'IIONAL TRI?.ASURER 

TO TUE 57tb NATIOHAL CONVENTION Of TIIE 

A11EIUC1Ul TURNERS 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY - JULY 16-19, 197D 

T:> the Officers Jf the ~Llcricnn Turners; Dele3ntes t:i the 57th National 

Convcntbn; Fclbw Turners; Friends ancl Guests - - .-

Greet inns: 

A c~ndensed versi:>n ~f ~ur independent certifie<l auditors 1977 financial 
rep.::>rts wns published in the July-August, 1973 issue :if Turner T:ipics. A 
sioilnr report :if the 1976 financial results Has published a year ar;:i in 
Turner T:ipics. 

All :if tbe b:ioks and supp:irtini:; rec:rrcls pcrtainin3 to the bur 
separate funds under the control :>f the huerican Turners were audited for 
the years :::>f 1976 nnd 1977 by the C.P.A. firn ::>f Alfr8<l n. Uiller Co. of 
Rochester, N.Y. A certified copy :if their cooplete ·:ep:>rt f::>r each ::>f these 
years will be pre-,ented to the finance c:ioaittee :>f this c:mventi:m f::>r their 
review. These reports cover the financial ::>pcrati:ms of the General Fund, 
which since 1967 has als~ included the b::>wlinc activities acc~untinr;, the 
Festival Fund, the Endownent ~rust Fund and the A.T.R. C:>rp::>ration. The 
audit reports clo n:>t include the financial results ::>f the · Jahn Fund or the 
Instructors Fund, as these funds are not under the jurisdiction ::>f the 
Anerican Turners, but, ins tend are each a<loinistcred by its mm L,roup :::>f 
self-pcrpetuatinc trustees. Each of these tuo funds is resp::>nsbile for its 
:mn separate acc:>untin3 records, and arran3es for its otm inueoendent audit. 
A copy ::>f the r.1ost recent publ ishcd f inancia 1 rep::>rt ::>f both the Jahn Fund 
and the Instruct::>rs Fund will be included with the official oinutes ~f 
this c::>nventi:m. 

Festivnl Fund 

The festival had net inc .J~:1e ::>f $2,013 in 1976 nnc~ $2,817 in 1977, provic1inr.; 
a cash balance of $16,l:85 ~s :>f Dcceober 31, 1977, which is oore than en:>u2h 
t:> pr~vi<le funds f:ir the c:::>st :>f Nnti:>nnl Chaopi~nship T:>urnaoents in 1978 
and the bu<l3et net cost ::>f the 1979 ll~line Nati::mal Festival. 

Encbtn.:ient Trust Fund --
This fund hncl net inc:me :>f $2, 700 in 1976 and $22C in 1977, providin~ a 

cnsh bnlance :>f $23,0l~B .:is :Jf Deccober 31,1977. In additbn, the End:'.)wacnt 
Trust Fund as Jf 12/31/77 hod sh:>rt tern receivables :>f $7,732 and lone ter~ 
(over :>nc year Llnturity) ::>f $43,377. A p:>rti:>n of these receivables niGht 
n:>t be rec::>vernLle and uill be rep:irtecJ on by the President of the Endowoent 
Trust Fund. 
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A.T.R. Corporation 

The Rochester Turners continued to make regularly scheduled monthly payments 
during 1976 and 1977 to the A.T.R. Corp., which, in turn, met its monthly mortgage 
obligations to the Endowment Trust Fund and paid all taxes, insurance premiums and 
water bills on schedule. As of December 31, 1977 the A.T.R. Corp. had a cash 
balance of $5,199, in addition to owning the property at 1550 Clinton Ave. -
North, Rochester, N.Y. Against this they owed $1,476 in current payables and 
$32,642 on the mortgage payable to the Endowment Trust Fund. 

The general fund suffered losses of $4,255 and $1,235 for 1976 and 1977, res­
pectively. This continues a string of loss years for the general fund that now totals 
5 consecutive years and amounts to $11,226 over this five-year period. The National 
Council has made a sincere effort to hold down operating costs, but are fighting a 
losing battle with inflation primarily in the areas of postage, tra~el and labor 
costs. Therefore, the only remaining solution is to pass on a portion of these 
cost increases to the member Societies through an increase in the annual per capita 
tax. A resolution to do this has been submitted to the convention for your con­
sideration . The last time the per capita tax was increased was in 1968, which 
took effect in 1969. The National organization will not be able to operate much 
longer without a substantial increase in the annual per capita tax . 

Another financial burden that the National is continually faced with is the 
refusal of a few societies to abide by the Statutes and remit quarterly payments 
of per capita taxes to the National dS the dues are .collected from their members. 
The societies of Beaver Falls, Holyoke, Homestead, Detroit and Lawrence not only 
did not pay quarterly as required, but paid absolutely nothing on their 1977 per 
capita taxes during the year 1977. No payments were received for 1977 taxes from 
these societies until well into 1978. This, of course, creates a hardship on the 
National Treasurer, as we must pay our bills currently. The National Council was 
forced to borrow temporary funds from the Endowment Trust Fund in the last quarter 
of both 1976 and 1977 in order to meet current expenses. These loans were ~aid 
back in the 1st quarter of the following year in both instances. 

Summary 

This convention concludes my fourth year serving as National Treasurer, which 
has consisted primarily of preparing and distributing monthly financial reports to 
the l~ational Council members and other interested parties. In addition, I have 
been requested to prepare several special reports and analyses. There has been 
absolutely no cost whatsoever to the National Body from t~e office of the Treasurer 
during this~our-year pe~iod for labor, p~stage, paper, duplicating, telephone or 
any other expense of any kind. 

In addition, this convention will end my twelve-year term as a member of the 
National Council; two years as a regional councilor; two years as 1st Vice-President; 
four years as National President, and four years as past National President. Any 
organization can only thrive and move forward with the input of new blood and new 
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ideas, which are usually best provided by people under 50 years of age. I feel 
that twelve years is long enough for anyone to efficiently serve on a governing 
body. Therefore, I am not a candidate for any position on the National Council 
at this convention and have concluded my term of service. I have enjoyed serving 
on the National Council, the Endowment Trust Fund and the A.T.R. Corp., and have 
met many Turners from across the country during this period who I will always value 
as life-long friends. 

Respectively submitted with 
Turner Greetings, 

William R. Meyer /s/ 

William R. Meyer 
National Treasurer 
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INSTRUCTOUS I FUlID OF THE L\lmRICAN TURlmRS 

TREi\SURER'S REPORT 

For Perijd Starting January l, 1977, and ended December 31, 1977 

STATillilllIT OF PRINCIPAL 

Total principal - DeceQbcr 31, 1976 
25% of carnin3s of year 1977 - transferred to principal 

Total principal 

ELUUUNGS AND DIS'£RIDUTION 

Total enrnin3s for 1977 
25% of earnincs transferred t~ principal 

Dalance available for n<luinistration and distribution 
~vailable for adoinistration and distribution at 

bc~inninG of period 

T:>tal available f ·::>r aduinistrati:m and cHstribution durinr; 
1977 

T~tal disbursed during 1977 

Dalancc available for distribution 

TOTAL ASSETS - Decenbcr 31, 1977 • AT COST 

1,000 
16,000 

6,000 
6,000 
5,000 

w. Virginia Turnpike 
u. S. Treasury N::>tes 
Indiana T::>ll Roau 
u. s. Treasury Notes 
u. s. Treasury N:>tes 
Cleveland Trust Co. 

T~tal value of as~ets at c:>st 

1939 3 3/1-:% 
1978 6.0% 
19% 3 1/2% 
1978 6 l /t:.'l., 
1980 7 1/2% 

-Conmercial hcc~unt 
-Savin3s hcc::>unt 

T~tal value of assets at fnce $36,694.88 

26,437.29 
SlG. 65 

26,955.94 

2,074.61 
518.65 

1,555.96 

9,971.07 

l, 800&Q. 

!h!lk.Ql 

1,010.00 
ll:, 853. 00 
S,790.00 
5 ,6l}9. C8 
5,129.25 

Li 82. 06 
2,212.82 

35,127.0l 

TRUSTEES OF TIIE UJSTRUCTORS 1 FUND OF THE l~!IEJUCiHl TURNERS 

Ott:> Eckl, Secretary 
Ge:>r3e H. Ilceschen 

J:>hn P. Dlnscr, Treasurer 
Frank Lapinskas 

A.R. Steinke Frank Flack 
Jack F. Nickels 

NOTE: Since the incepti:>n ~f tbc Fund in 1931, thr8u3h Deceabcr 31, 1977, 
a t:>tal :>f $1B,23),50 has been disLribut~d t~ ~orthy applicants wh::> were 
"seriot.sly in need as a result :>f 'illness, accident :>r :)ther oisfortune' 1

, 

or paid out for ncciclent nnd health insurance for the benefit of 
instructors • 
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JAHH EDUCATION.l~L FUND 

Report for the Initial Perbd Encline llarch 31, 1973 

Cash received beeinnint; 1977 

RECEIPTS 

Dank Interest 
Irvin3 
Prudential 
Eaot River 

Di vi cl encl s 
Aocrican Can 
Anerican Standard 
Anch:::>r Inc~o.e 

General Electric 
Lehr.um C:>rp. 
lbnsanto C::>. 
Hell ingt :m Fund 

Disburser::ient s 
Turner T:>pics 
Scholarship Fund 
J::>hnst:>wn Turners 

restorati~n 

Jahn Hemorial 
rest:>ration 

Adr:1inistra t i:m e}{p. 

Dalance llarch 31, 1978 

Checkin!3 Account 
Irvin3 
Prudential 
East River 

Aoerican Can 
Aacricnn Standard 
lmch::>r IncorJe 
General Electric 
Lehr..ian Corp. 
:Ionsont::> Co. 
Well in3t:m Func1 
N~ Sales, n~ purchases 
reinvestments • 

662.00 
1,105.35 
2,155.32 

153.75 
l~l:. 5 .oo 

2,333.9[:. 
153.00 
3L~C.10 
566.22 
255.L! 3 

2,550.00 
soo.oo 

500.00 

2,000.00 
131.70 

607.22 
12,162.00 
16,105.35 
272155.32 
56,030.39 

Statenent of Investments 

s:i.ares 
Barch 1978 

50 
200 

l:.570.36 
60 

1193 
ll:.9 
lt23. 656 

m:ccpt Uutual Fund 

Price 
3-31-73 

37.5 
36.5/8 

6.90 
q.6.5/G 

9.25 
l} 7 

8.52 

Suboitte<l by Theobald J. Dencler, Treasurer. 

U1 G7G.66 
Gl,712.09 

s,6H1.10 
56,030.39 

Value 

1,375.00 
7,325.00 

31,538.98 
2,797.50 

11,035.25 
7,003.00 
3,652.15 

$ GS,226.83 
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'R~POllT OF TIIE l!l\TIOIU\L CUAIR!JAIJ 
OF 

HEALTH AUD PHYSICAL EDUCL\TIOl: 

All of the Nnti:mal tournnments were n:>t bid upon ~:>r tbc firnt ti r.1e in 

in tlic pn st s i: ~ yc<l:cs. Interest nnd partic ipa ti ::m scct.;1 prcvn lcnt .as ind icntocl 

ty active participati:>r:. in diatrict and rcgbnnl t:mrn~r:ients, but, o Uational 

ch~mpionship cannot be llcld oitii:>ut a h~st oncJ Gpons:>r. 

The first activity ~z tba pnst two yearn ~ after the 56th national Convcnti~n 

in iblinc, Ill. - uns tbc 1970 Lcaclcr'n Cournc in S:>uth Den<l, Ind. Si:~tecn uc::ibcrs 

pnrticipntccl in tllc c~ursc tnucllt be nyccU nn<l Tracy ~litchcll H:>elrrle. Heed-

less t:> s3y, uc hnd a \:Jcel: :,, .( uork and lcnrninJ ui::cd \iitll fun fr:ra Au~ust 15 -

21, 1976 • 

Uithin the s.:Juc m~cl:cnu, the s·:>cicty ::>£ Shcb:)y3an, His. held the sec:mcJ annual •. 

16" s:>ftboll t3urnn :1cnt. Hitb sb: tcnr.10 playin~ a d:>Ublc cli:-Jinoti:>n t::mrna1.1ent 

there ucrc nnny rall ics and m~citins i::1:>rJcnto uithin tile ti·J::> day tourna:-.1ent. 

The ne:~t activity :b:r lS·/(i uas tllc Natbnal C:>uncil Ucetin:::; in F:rrt Hayne, Ind. 

:m October 8, 9, and 10. 'Cw f:>lbwin3 ta.pico m~rc discussed under t~1e Hcnlth nnd 

Bhysic£l1 Educati:m Cor~:iittcc Ucctin0; 

1. Unti:>nal Calendar of Events. 

2. sc:•::>larships. 

3. Leader's C:>ursc. 

l:. festival Hule D:>.:>k. 

5. !:..pp::>intnents to A.A.U., U.S.G.F., and OlyDpic CotmittccG. 

Before cnterinn tlle 1977 schedule, the 1\.ncricnn Turners would like t:> pay 

tribute t::> Kollecn Casey ::>~ St. Pnd Turners :'.::,,r ti1e fine sh:>winc in the 1976 

ll::mtr.cal Oly:-.1pic Gn:-.1cs ir. U::mcn' s 3ycmnst ics. Hice '.3:>ing, Kollccn ! 

_ .. .... 

...... 
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In the year 1977, S:mth Bend, Ind. h:rnte<l tt1c national Basketball Chanp­

i:mollips :m Unrch 12 and 13. Ten tear.ls coupcteq in this tuo day, <l:>uHa el L:1ina­

ti::m t:>urn.:incnt. 

The 1977 Untional B:>ulii.:..::; T:>Urnm:icnt u<:is held in i-blinc, Ill. fr:x1 Harell 

19 throu~ll !lay 22. 

The O:>Cicty ::>r lbrt~mest c:d.ca8:>, Ill. hcl<l the Hati:mal Gy:"JnDGtic District 

Chacpionships :m Hare:~ 2G anu 27. Uc had .bur District teat]S entered. 

Tbe Hatbnal Scni:>r Vollcyboll T;)urnaucnt i;jas held on April 23 end 2L: at 

tpc !:..tllenaeu:::l Turne-i:-s in Incl ionap:>l is. In<..1. Five ·:Jen• r; tcarJs entered the tourna­

oent and f:>r the sec:md c:msccutivc year, tho u:::>rJen's teaus did n::>t have enou~h 

entries, thus uas unable t::> :;et :>ff the 3r:>um:: • 

On April 30 tbr~u~~h l.Jayl, 1977, the lJati:mal Volleyball T:mrna::lcnt was 

hel<l and 't1:)0 Ly thQ Cl int:m Turners, t·iith the Pr:>Viclence Turnei:s' t'1::>::Jen winniqg 

t~1c u:men's divisi:m. 

Rain, :br tbe tI1ird year str~ictit, did not h~nper the 12" National S:>ftball 

T::>urnarnmt fr:m sta~ctinc :m tirJc at F::>rt Unync TurP.crs, Ind. The cbuble eli.rai­

nat i:m tournaDcnt St:l'O f ::>rty-threc 0ll!'JCS plnyc<J bef :>rc the 1977 nat i::>nal Hen's 

ancl U:>rJcn' s dlarJpi:n~s uere detcrnined. 

On July 20 - 22, 1977, ·l:Lc i-~at i. :mal GoU: T:>urna:·Jcnt tias held at neavct· Falls, 

Pf.. T~1e tournauent foatu1:ed t!rn la .rsest field :)f entries (25l:) nncJ ti1e :-1:>st 

soc iet ics entered (2Ci) in the b.ist:>ry :>r tl:e IJe t bnnl Gol:C T:>urna!'1cnt. 

The l!ati:mal Su:i.~:inir<~ Cl:.a :-Jpi::msbi.ps were c:mcluctcu on July 23 - 21: j 1977 

at the beautiful suir:inin~ po:>l at Louinvillc, Ky. There were si~: tear.$ entered 

:i.r: so;·1in·-1inG and divin0 events. This tournaoent has increased in participati:m 

' II ... -



• in th lant year and ~1:>pefolly uill cont inuc t ::> sr::m bicner and stron~cr each year. 

A3ain, the -.;"Jenthcr \1an rather dreary and uanfl nt the Turner Lall car:m, 

but the rain c:)Uld n::>t dal'.1pen the spirits ::>~ the si~: tcnr_1s pnrticipatinc in 

the r:atbnal lG" Softball T:)Urncmcnt h::>sted Ly In3in Turners nt the Illin::>is 

Turner Car.1p. 

The llnti:mal Lender's C:mroe in L::>uisvillc, Ky. had to bc cancelled for 

1977 l'Juc to lacl~ ::>f participatbn. In :>rdcr t:J h::>ld a Lender's C::>urse, uc uust 

have ten pnrticipnnta sinnc<l up f::>r the course. I sincerely hope t~c hncrican 

Turners in the foturc uil l nupp:>rt ::>ur lcn<lcrsb.ip pr:>srar.i nnd send their students 

and/:>r instructors t::> us. 

The 1977 Hati:mal C:>uncil Ucctin3 uas held in S::>uth Bend, Ind. in October 

• 1977. Topics discussed i.n the llcnlth and Physical I:<lucati:m C::mmittcc uectln3 

ucrc: 

1. Uati:mal Calcndnr :>f Events. 

2. Instruct~r's Insurance. 

3 • Uc1 t bm11 F cs t i va 1. 

~. Scbolnrships. 

5. Leader's Course. 

6. C:>ruJittee App::>intocnts. 

In the yccrc 197G, n::> C;.)cicty bid on the Unti:>nal Daskctbnll T::mrnat:icnt. 

South Ilencl, Ind ... after bein::; the 11:ist for the post t\J~ ycors - said they 

lJ~mld try o::;ain, but tine and c:ionunicatbn m1s the big pr::>blef.1 t-1ith such n 

la tc start, so the t:mrnnrJent uns cancel lcci, Than!:s f ~r try ins, thou0h! 

• Sprin~ficld Turners, 11~ ss. ~ ::isted the 11n t bnn l Il::>~-11 in3 T~urnnr:ent in 1970 

fr ·:m April 3 thr::>u~l1 1Ioy 8. 
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The S~uth Bend Turners i:verc h:>sts for the natbnal V:>lleyball T:)urnnnent on 

~pril 8 nnd 9, 1973. 

The Uu t i:mal Senbr V::>llcyball for 1970 uas h:>stcd by Cleveland S. T. V. 

Turners, Oil :>n April 15 nnd lG. 

The lJati:mnl Gy::iunstic Chm.1pbnsbips :br 1978 were h:>sted by L::mG Dench 

Turncro, C11 :m June 23 and 2l:. . These unf ::>rtunntcly ".:Jere cancelled due t:> lack 

:>f participation nod entries. 

f..s :>f this rep:>rt, i:-:ie have the foll~minc t:mrnanents before the 57th nati:mal 

C~nvention in Louisville, Ky.: 

l. Nat i:mal 12" S :>ft ball 

2. Hat i::mn 1 Golf T:mrnaocnt 

And, after the Conventi::>n: 

1. Deutschcs Turnfest 

2. Hatbnal S~Jiunin~ Cliaupionships 

3. Natbnal 16" S:Jftball 

t~. Hatbnal C:>uncil Ilcetinc 

T:>lecl:>, OH TurnerE 
July 1 - 3, 1970 
Indiannp::>lis, IN Turners 
July 12 - l~, 1978 

Hann::>ver, Geroany 

Y::mr Natbnal Health and Physical Educ'1tion C·Jcs:1ittec ~1e ;·.1l.Jers f::>r the past 

tu::> years were: 

n.cc i ::>n 1 Tbe::>d:>rc J. Duda 

Re;::;bn 2 Henry Schr:>edcr 

Re3i:m 3 Iletty Heppner 

Ile:;ion l} Holter T. Guenther 

Re3bn 5 11.:i lph ~Iarkus 

Rc3i:m 6 Harry U. Harnken 

Re3bn 7 Richard A. Jirus 

Rcrji-:>n n Dud !Iarqucttc u 



• ne~~i:m 9 Clif:brd E. L\ndcrs:m 

G:>lf Ja~es Byrd 

Chairr.mn ~Iill inD G. H::>ehrle, Jr. 

I u:>uld like t:> tllnnk :mr. s:>cictics I::>r h:>stin= inclivi<lual evi::nts such ns: 

lliccntcnnials, Y::>uth Pr:>3rnos, Gyo Teaus, 01~ Tiacr's I~cts, Drill Teaos, 

Fairs, Club Picnics, App:rccinti:m Day's, l\oard'n Banquets, Stein Clubs, 

and :Iani:fost 's. 

The Districts have li:.cpt up the Turner Pr::>~rn r.is iJith district t:mrnanents in: 

G::>lf, IJ::>ulinG, V::>llcyLnll, Junbr GyD llccts, Cultural C:mpetitbn, Sp~rts-

A-Raoas, Lcadcrahip C:mfcrenccs, Diccntcnninl Parties and Paceants, and 

Juni:>r Turnfcsts. 

• The last tu:> yenrs have sh:>un strcnsthcned re3i:ms and participnti:m in 

Rcci:>nal apparatus oeets and cultural events. 

The Hnti:mal Turners have been busy tbc past t't-7:> years uith: 

U.S. Olynpic Pr::>sra~; Uann:>vcr, Geranny Turn£cst; ll:th L\nnual Picnic, 

Hati::mal Juni:>r B::rolinr; Ueet; national Gynmastic Hall of J.i"aoe; lJati:mal 

Uistoric Site; 15th Annual Picnic; an<l Russinn Gynnastic Teara. 

In c:mclud in~ this rep:)rt, I 't·J:mlcl l il~c to say tbnt an increasinc au:mnt of 

interest in s::>ftbnll and volleyball hns Leen sh::>un :)Ver the past si:: years. 

Gy1Jnastics ncccls to be strcn:;thcned and pr::>D:>tecl by all s:>cictics if pr::>Dress 

uill peroit this in our Turner Pro3rao. 

Acain, all tournanents shoul<l be bid on by any s::>ciety thr:>u3h the Diddins 

• Guide • In this nanncr, they uill be able t::> stand :Jn tbcir o'tm. Driefly, let 

ue revieu the bidcl inG cui.oe sequence: 
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Over the last cicht years, n pr::>3rau for Li<ldin~ f::>r 

Chaopi::mships has been i.n ef:foct. He, the Ancrican Turners, 

uish t::> supp::>rt these events financially t~ insure yearly 

activHies ::=:ir the Uati::>nnl Turners ncobersl :.?. The AL1erican 

Turners uill subsidize an event t:i supplc :1ent the n::>rmal entry 

fees t::> equal the cost :if tr:iphies, special facilities, and 

special ::>fficials. Under these terns, a S::>cicty can spons::>r a 

Chaopionship 't·1ith~ut fear :if l::>ss ::>f the physical event, and, 

any social funct i:ms uhich arc c:mbined witlt this event sh~uld show thff:i 

a pr::>fit. 

t..s Hatfonnl Chairnan .:Jf Ilcalth and Physical Educatbn br the past si:: 

years, I have 3ained a V'1St l:n::iwled3e ::>f the :>perati:ms and r.1ana3eoent t:> 

the Aocrican Turner S::>cieties. iJy W:Jrk has been enjoyable. finally, I w:mld 

like t~ \·jish the Ancrican Turners the 3reatest success in the future. 

Respectfully subuitte<l, 

"\:Ju. G. Hoehrle, Jr. /s/ 

Hilliau G. U::>ehrle, Jr. 
Chn irt.lnn 
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· TURNER GREETINGS; 

TURNERS 

This report covers a period from September 1976 to June 1978. 
Two Individual Cultural Awards have been won; in 1976, 

Mark Rone-Northwest Chicago Turners for Storytelling and in 1977, Jim and Pat 
Murphy- Monongahela Turners for Item Made Completely of Recycled Materials. 
There has been some comment that this event shoald be discontinued because 
it never draws very many entries, but in my opinion this would be a step 
backward. The event was originated in order to give Turner individ~als, 
who might not be aile to compete in anyother type ef cultural program, a 
chance to enter and win an award. Quantity was never the main thought behind 
this event and so I feel that lack of quantity in each years entries should 
not be the deciding factor in whether to eliminate or continue this event. 
Convention time is the time to discuss these things and this convention 
should prove to be very interesting from the Resolutions sent in pertaining 
to cultural matters. 

In the 1976-77 Period, twenty-one societies entered the 
Society Report Ccmpetition: Milwaukee Turners winning in Group !;Moline 
Turners winner in Group II; American Turners-Toledo winner in Group III. 
The final results of the 1977-78 competition ~as not been tabulated yet 
since the deadline was June 30th. There were only 19 societies competing 
this time, but I want to take this opportunity to recognize the societies 
entering. I will not list the c~airpeople by name, for fear of leaving 
someon1a's name out, but by listing the societies, you Officers and Delegates 
of participating societies will know of the good job your local cultural 
chairperson has been doing: McKeesport Turners, Concordia Turners, Akron · 
Turners, Johnstown Turners, Monongahela Turners, Moline Turners, Schiller 
Turners , Springfield Turners, Clinton Turners, American Turners- Toledo, 
Carstadt Turners, Long Island Turnverien, Mt. Vern~n Turners, Kansas City 
Turners, Milwaukee /Turners, N~rthwest Chicago Turners, Cincinnati Central 
Turners, Fort Wayne Turners and American Turners- Louisville. 

I als~ want to recognize and thank the members of the 
National Cultural Committee for their continuing efforts and devotion to 
the cultural program. If I have neglected to contact the committee members 
it 1 ·s. on 1 y due to my present work situation which has consummed so much more 
of my time making correspondence scarce. Please accept my apology. 

The entire Turner National Organization, especially in 
Cultural matters, lost a true advocate with the death of Sara Plamer. 
Sara took the spark that was ignited by Dr. Eklund and built it into a 
Burning torch by her dedication and perseverance. Her main thrust was 
always to bring and keep the portion of the Turner Motto 11 Sound Mind 11 

to it's rightful importance. It has been my duty for the past two years, 
as it's been for ther chairpersons, to keep this effort alive and strong 
and with true dedication, I hope all future chairpersons will always keep 
the example that Sara set for us fresh in their minds. At this Convention 
it will be our privilege to oringinate a fitting memorial to Sara, but as 
always, what would have pleased her m~st I think, would be for those 
societies presently without a cultural chairperson or program to press hard 
this year to initiate a program and secure a chairpers6n. The rewards will 
be better benefits for yours present members and a ~elp in attracting new 
members. 
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PAGE 2 CULTURAL REPORT 

The passing of time has a way of eationg away of not only 
matter, but also of traditions and ideas. We can't let this happen in our 
Turner Societies. Certainly changes are ~nevitabJe, but we must strive 
te maintain enough of the ~riginal Turner ways tn 8nsure that FUtQre 
generati•ns of Turner members can enjou the events and tradition we know 
and love and which make us prflJud t~ be a "TURNER" 

JO ANN MUELLER 
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H.£\TIOllhL TURNERS BOHLING cornIITTEE JUUE l7, 1978 

The neetin3 was held in Chicas:>, Ill. and was called t:> order at 9:05 A.11. by 
Chain.aan Eloer Serb with the i~ll:ming present; n. Dnrncs, ~tel Bowker, A. 
O'Donnell, W. Elste, J. Hope, P. Ikrritt, G. Porter, and Pres. W. Raker. hbsent 
were Ibse Uarie Brecht and H:>:><lard tbods. The ilinutes o( the 1976 tbl ine 
oectin3 was read and accepted as corrected. 

Chairaan Serb Gave his report and stated thnt the 1977 T::mrnaoent held in 
Moline had 207 oens tcans and 154 wooens teacs entered. They ran a successful 
t::)urnnr.1ent but n:>t ,.,ith:mt pr~blens that they tried to w~r.k out. One pr:>blcr:i 
bcin3 s:n:ie bowlers or teaos b:>,·Jlinr; a3ainst :>pen lanes or bowlin3 alone. 
Their food and entertain8ent uns areat, and they sh~Jed n net profit of $0144.51. 
The 1978 Tournnnent held in Sprin3field, rtass. wos one :>f :>ur sr.ial.ler tournaoents. 
They hacJ 109 uens teaos and 65 u:mens tec:ir.1s entered. They also had their pro­
bleos t'ihich was due t::> not f:>ll:>tvinG :mr basic rules such as c:>moittee chait:·-
oans and socrctary n:>t ~~ ctt in3 their j :>bs done, schedule b:>oks late and a 
lar~e sc .:rre boarcl not visible. In June 1977 I p:>lled the nowlinc C:>mciittee 
:m a rule chan3e- "Entries close at Nidnir_;ht Jan. 15th instead of Jan. 30th. 
This change 3ives the h:::>st society a extra tw:> weeks tioe t:> get schedule 
books :mt. Then in hu~. 1977 I p::>lled the no,vlin3 Comnittee :>n the use :>f 
telesc:>re oachines. The v:>te was 5 to try, 2 t:::> try if duplicate sc:::>res are 
kept and :::>ne v:>te n:>. It tvas t:::> be tried at the Springfield T~urnarJent with 
a final clecision r:ta<le at :>ur Chicn[p neeting. The 13th nnd ll}th annual Junbr 
D:>wl in3 oeets were held in 1976 and 1977. In 1976 ·we had 508 entries frorJ 13 
societies. We awarded 42 tr~phies with Keystone Turners winnin3 the Society 
Plaque. In 1977 we bad 520 bowlers fr:>fil 14 societies nnd awarded l~3 trophies 
with S:::>. Ilend winnine; the S.:>ciety Plaque. In the Nati:mal Dowling Fund as of 
Deceober 31, 1977 we hn<l $825.00 • 

Chairr.lan Serb then proceeded t:::> review all lJntional Dotvling T::>urnaoent forr.1s. 
Any chanEes Dade are os f:::>ll:ms; 

APPLICL\TION SURVEY FORU 
Itera 5: ll:>ti::m Ibpe, sec:md Elste that 5 cent t;> General Fund be chan13ed t:::> 
10 cents and 15 cents t~ L:mlinc Fund be changed to 25 cents. passed 
This sane chance m1s i:incle in llcn and W:)()ens rules. 
CUTLilm OP PHOCEI:'JRE-
Iteo 2: Set t:>urnnocnt dates, publish in Turner topics and prepnre pro3rao 
scheduJ.e bef :>re start :>f previ:::>us tournaoent and n:> later that Jan. 15 
Iteu 11: ~bt bn Porter, sec:m<l D:>wker - Ibst Society display a large 
suitable, visible score b:>nrd nt b:>wlin3 lanes and at their ::>wn society. 
Item 15: N:>ti::m Darnen, scc:md lbpe to add t:> paracraph "prize list t:) be 
Qniled to all participntinc s~cieties. 
'iillNS RULES 
Nnti:mal C:>rn:1ittee :>n D:::>ulin::;. 1l:>ti:m O'D:mncll, sec:>nd Uope, ofter the w:>r<ls 
"respective rc3i:msn ocld - r:mst be replaced if re3i.:mal chairman :Jr lboen at 
Lnr3e oisses participati:>n in t'~:> c:>nsecutive national tournaoents. passed 
PART IC IP.\HTS 
1-bti:>n P:>rter, sec:md B:>Hk.er - That all b:>t·Jlcrs enter in~ a t:>urnanent r.1Ust 
pay re3ular entry fee which shall be n:> o:>re than $35.00 teao, l~.00 d:>ubles 
ancl 7.00 f:>r sin3les. possed. The individu~l c:>st t:> be ; 

$2.00 f:>r prizes (to be returned 100 per .cent) 
1. 25 t:mrnaoent e~~pense, ( .10 to General Fund & • 25 to Bowline) 
____ B_:>_,_,, 1 ing fees 

t:>tal 
PARTICIPArlTS CON 'T 
Il::>ti:>n Barnes, sec~nd Porter - that the h:>st s:>ciety use their bowlers .as fill 
ins in teao and doubles events as needed. passe~ 
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T0UPJ~Ar::::~:r:r· s r::s 
L"'2f~" ... p;::~~:~~~~''''t"fa t i r.i it ::>£ thr~c b::>wlers per lane in ~in::>r events. There was 
s:n:18 dis.c:.!s 1i:m on chnnr:; in3 the Ohi:>-IncHana zone 1 ine because nore s:>c ieties 
particip · tc :;:ind bid f::Jr t::mrnaoents that are in t he West ern Zone,.t: this is t::> 
be tn ke .. 1 ::? c: :>ur :-ie:~t ocet i~1c . 

lillT:fil!:'?. 
AL Ci1t. ry foes E..1~~. include fo.11 fees plus five na:.1e s br tearas and full fees 
pl us tu ~ n3ccs f ~r d ::>ub Le events. 

Th2 scwe s hange s as in Nen Rules. 

nrn·,;L Pm c ONT.T~A. CT 
r.iili:;";; D~:mi"~7;-~u-ec~nd f1a-rnes - .:m d£: tes, add para3raph t::> include squad ti~es 
f:>r 8-..:t . nnd Su:-i.dny ., c~·ulin~ pins t:> be new ABC nppr:>ve<l pins or ne\11ly 
r eLt:iJ . t r.. p~)~~:>vcd p ic.s ~ p:l ssecl il D:>t bn l>y Bowker, second lbpe that the 
-: pp":':..-.: hes t.1 r:d 1.~ nc3 ~ :> be d · .., t swept bef::irc ench squad. passed 

.1. ~.; ~) J TC~,1!:: ~·'.\i :ri:: ?L 
T~~\~ ;-~;~~~···t~;z;~:'lnl y c :>cicty t~ biJ on this t~urna 1:1c.mt. Their bid was :m 
tL'c ::nd ;.:hey o(;'.- a ll nccc sn~ry rcquirr.1ents. H::>ti::m 11,:)pa, sec:md Darnes t:> 
ap~r~ ;c 7~le~ ~ n ~ h:>st :J r the 1900 tournao ent. p~ssed 

.Q-12J~~*~Dls~:~~ 
: I:J ti.::n L~ ·.: n 2s , r. ·:: c ::mcl P:--r-::er t:J [;::> back t:> our :>ld systen :>f keepine sc:>re ancl 
t:) c. ~ J \ c.3 ':d :: h t: c !.c s c :irc r:ia c h ines until perfected. passed 

~~~&?5:~.10~ ?1 .. 
il~ c ~~n L~rJcs , sec~~~ a ~D:>nnell t~ keep handicap rules as we have - 50 pins 
r.::n~~ :::-J·.: :::. ·( :rr r.:.~ :~ n~..l 60 p i ns na~dnucl for w::men. passed 

r.,. 5 s~"-~s~: . ..::1 1.::'dS hcLcl :m n U. events ~vith lmndicnp, nnd ::>n ra1s1n3 all events 
~ r iz c t~ $~ JJ o OOo ~co ~ecld2d t~ keep ns is, which depends ~n the ao~unt 

:: c t:~.;::1..:i r-.; . ....: :C J r ::: ;;; -:- ,,; r.::c:-:~ c'.d l~ y n .. D::lrnen f:>r s::>cicties awarded a future tourna -:..1ent 
L~ t: ::) ;::-. ~ .. :: \.!0 ).c c.J :_1:..1. d prc s .:ri.t ec~ r:t: .::mr ne~{t Emetin[~ . 

n:: . r.. ·.~;_ .J:J:.:; :i ::n: / .URORI.\ • ·; 1.~ ·1 itnt i ::m" l t:>urnaoents i n 1977 and 1978. 1·1~tbn 
.G ·; ": ;l~c-..: ~ s r.x::.:.1~ ;;.r;. :-nc ~ d,at nny D i ~ trict t::iurnanents are ::ikay if held in 
·L:( i r :-;r :r:.. ~: 1<: ~:t'.( C t b'1~ inv i t nt i:):"i.:11 t:iurnaDents :mtside t beir district are 
-::: ::i l ._: ~:.~_ :-:.· sr. s.-:1 tc t :.:..~· :1c :: by :3 v. r Unt i ::mal Council. passec 

Respect f ully suboitted 

Eloer Serb Hatbnal Chniroan 
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Report of the President of the Endowment ~ Fund 

TO: The 57th Convention of the American Turners 

FROM: President, American Turners Endowment Trust Fund, 1977-1978. 

I am pleased to make my biennial repor t to the 57th Convention, 
comprising a two year period. We have extended the benefits of the income 
to a number of societies in these past two years; all of whom were grateful 
for our assistance. 

In the 1976 convention Rochester Turners had only six (6) months 
more before they could redeem their mortgage; but for some unforseen problems 
decided to hold the mortgage in abeyance. 

Our loans to Moline Turners, Springfield Turners, and Providence 
Turners are current. We have extended the Moline Turner bonds for a five 
year period. 

Our loan to Lawrence Turners is status quo. The Charleroi Turners 
loan is very insecure at the present time; we hope there will be renewed in­
terest soon. 

We have given numerous grants for equipment through 1976-1978~ to­
gether with a Four Hundred Dollar ($400.00) gift to the Johnstown Turners 
for the flood disaster in July 1977. 

Our donations totaled $3,000.00, which included a check fr~m the 
Jahn Fund for $2,000.00 which is applied to the restoration of the Jahn 
Memorial in St. Louis , Missouri; and for which the Endowment Trust is very 
grateful. 

In ~rder to make grants and donations, we must improve our capital 
income from which we realize profits to fulfill your requests. Every society 
should set up a committee, together with the regional councilor, to find ways 
and means t~ give support to the Endowment Fund. 

(For your information. A grant for physical or cultural equipment 
is not returnable. A loan of $5,000.00 can be procured, only for improvements; 
and the society must conduct a School of Physical Training. More information 
can be obtained from your councilman or Endowment Trustees.) 

In closing, I w~uld like to thank all who have helped in the per­
petuation of a valuable cog in the American Turner Movement. 

With Turner Greetings, 

John A. Westermeyer 
President of Endowment Trust Fund 
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AMERICAN TURNERS HERITAGE REPORT 

My friends. Over the past two years, the American Turner Heritage Pro ject has 
made progress, but more importantly, we have built a foundation solid enough 
to hold the accomplishment of one hundred and thirty years . 

I will not take the time to review the past accomplishments because anyone 
interested has read my column in the Topics bimonthly which usually gives a 
current picture of lJhat's happening . I would however, like to publicly ack­
nowledge and thank all those who have contributed time and effort to this cause. 
I have a fondness for each of you, only a Turner can understand. Let us press 
on to the greater accomplishments of the future. 

The first topic appears before you at this very convention in the form a resolution 
presented the Wisconsin District, namely, the establishment of a Turner Heritage 
Fund. The purpose being to provide funds, i.e, donations, for acquiring materials 
pertinent to the T~rner Heritage. Most notably for acquiring copies of the official 
Turner newspaper, convention minutes and other miscellaneous documents and articles. 
We have already acquired a micro film of the Amerikanische Turnzeitung covering the 
period from 1884 to 1886. We will acquire the rest. For these reasons I strongly 
recommend the adoption of this resolution. 

Furthermore, in the future, the establishment of an American Turner Museum to house 
the proud relics of our Heritage. Many will probably say it isn't needed and I agree 
for the present but what happens when the Heritage Fund begins acquiring materials 
or we regain the many relics gathered years ago and interred in Pittsburgh. These 
are artifacts and sources which belong to all, historian, Turner, and general public • 
We must not hide but rather be proud to tell all. 

The third and final thrust for the immediate future shall be the awareness and un­
derstanding of all Turners. Such effort shall involve several short history essays 
appearing in the Topics, longer works, i.e., a history of George Seibel's tenure 
as president, and a short history of the past seventy years to accompany Henry 
Metzner's fine work, and also the never ending struggle through letters and corres· 
pondence. Particularly this final struggle can be verydiiappointing as letters us­
ually go unanswered Many societies and some national officers apparently do not 
feel the ambition or inclination to answer, but oh how satisfying it can be when 
one comes beck answered. We will continue to try and I know each Turner will do 
his best to help. 

One hundred thirty years to be proud of. 
the responsibility of carrying the spirit 
little as Turners 

Gut Heil. 

Each of us is a part of it and we have 
of Turnerism into the future. Give a 

Mark Schroeder 
Historian 
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SECOND SESSION 

The second session of the 57th National Convention of the American Turners 
was called to order at 9:18 A.M. on Tuesday, July 18, 1978, by Chairman 
Harlow. 

Motion was made by O'Donnell (NE) and seconded to dispense with the reading 
of the minutes of the preceding session. Motion carried. 

Chairman Harlow appointed Turners Richard Malone, Ed Timm, Alice Astaldi, 
and Vern Harksen to extend the greetings of our delegates to the Women's 
Auxiliary. 

Rules for debate were read by the chairman. Delegates will be permitted 
to speak for not more than three minutes at any one time, and not more 
than twice on the same subject except by special permission of the Convention. 
No delegate will be allowed to speak a second time on a given subject until 
all other speakers have been recognized. Roberts' Rules of Order will govern 
debate. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was read by its secretary, Turner Wolff: 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Elmer Crook of St. Louis District was made permanent chairman. Dick Wolff of 
Central States District was made permanent secretary. 

Those present were Elmer Crook, Dick Wolff, Henry W. Schroeder, Glen Dau, 
J. Edward Hille, Warren E. Dalbke, Edward Timm, Victor E. Virgens, Hans 
Wandscher, and George Jacquin. 

The following people were nominated for ~ffice as follows: 

Walter Schrader for President 
Robert Schuler for President 

Forrest Steinlage for First Vice-President 
Warren Dalbke for First Vice-President 

Henry W. Schroeder for Second Vice-President 

Elmer Serb for Bowling Chairman 
Bob St. Peters for Bowling Chairman 
Richard Barnes for Bowling Chairman 

JoAnn Mueller for Chairman of Cultural Education 

Harry Warnken for Chairman of Physical Education 

John Westermeyer for Trustee for Endowment Trust Fund for full 
term 

Richard Malone for Trustee for Endowment Trust Fund for full 
term 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elmer Crook, Chairman 
Dick Wolff, Secretary 

-35-



• 

•• 

Rules for the election were read from the statutes by Turner Harlow. 

The Nominating Committee had submitted the names of Walter Schrader and 
Robert Schuler for President 0f American Turners. Motion was made by Zahm (CS) 
and seconded to close the nominations. Turner William Meyer (Ill.) made a 
seconding speech for Turner Schrader, and Turner Eldon Zahm (CS)) spoke on 
behalf of Turner Schuler. The delegates from each district cast their votes 
and the tellers retired to count them. 

In the interval, Turner Harlow called for the names of the Regional Councilors 
who have been chosen by each region> as follows: 

Region 1 - Frank Astaldi 
2 - Fred Beeker 
3 - Bob Schuler 
q. - Wilfred Rae ker 
5 - Erwin Schrader 
6 - Elmer Crook 
7 - Robert Dau 
8 - Not reported 
9 - Clifford Anderson 

The results of the election for president were ann~unced. Turner Robert Schuler 
was elected president by a vote of 170~ to 44~. He thanked the delegates for 
their confidence. 

Upon a call for nominations for First Vice-President, motion to close the 
nominations was made by Michels (CS), seconded and carried. The candidates 
submitted by the Nominating Committee were Forrest Steinlage (CS) and Warren 
Dalbke (Ill.) Seconding speeches were made for Dalbke by Elste (Ill.) and 
for Steinlage by Zahm (CS). After the ballots had been cast and counted, 
the chairman announced that the new First Vice-President would be Turner 
Steinlage, who won by a vote of 152 to 63. 

The Nominating Committee had submitted the name of Henry Schroeder (NY) for 
Second Vice-President. Turner Warren Dalbke (Ill.) was nominated by Schueler 
(Mid.Atl.). Turner Robert Dau (Upper Miss.) was nominated by Glen Dau of 
the same district. Motion was made by Diamant (NY) and seconded to close 
the nominations. Motion carried. Ballots were cast, and while they were 
being tallied the chairman called on Turner Westermeyer (St.L.) 

Turner Westermeyer spoke on behalf of the Endowment Trust Fund and urged the 
delegates present to make contributions to this worthy cause. 

On the first ballot for Second Vice-President the following results were 
announced: Schroeder - 59; Dalbke - 66; Dau - 90. Turner Schroeder was dropped 
from the ballot and another vote was taken. As a result of the second ballot, 
Turner Dalbke was elected Second Vice-President by a vote of 122 to 93. 

The Nominating Committee had submitted the names 0f Turners Elmer Serb, 
Robert St. Peters, and Richard Barnes for the position of National Bowling 
Chairman. Turner Serb declined the nomination. Motion was made by U. Virgens 
(NJ) to close the nominations and the motion was seconded and carried. 
Seconding speeches were made on behalf of both candidates and the vote was 
cast. Turner Harlow announced that Turner Richard Barnes is the new Bowling 
Chairman by a vote of 156\ to 58~. 
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At this time a delegation of ladies from the Auxiliary cons·sting of Hilda 
Dierks, East Davenport, Caroline Fisher, Concordia, St. Louis, and Betty 
Murray, Monaco, Pennsylvania, arrived to extend the 3reetings of their Auxiliary 
to us for a successful Convention. The chairman led the delegates in the Turner 
applause for these ladies. 

Turner Martin (Ill.) announced the plans for the 1979 National Bowling Tournament. 

The Nominating Committee had submitted the name of Turner JoAnn Mueller (CS) 
for National Cultural Chairman. Motion was made by Solfronk (St.L.) to close 
the nominations, and his motion was seconded and carried. Motion was made by 
O'Donnell (NE) and seconded that the secretary be instructed to cast a unanimous 
ballot for Turner Mueller as National Cultural Chai'rman. Motion carried, and 
the secretary was so instructed. 

The Nominating Committee had submitted the name of Turner Harry Warnken (St.L.) 
for Chairman of Physical Education. Motion was made by Heeschin (L.E.) to 
close the nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Turner Warnken. Motion 
was seconded and carried. 

The Nominating Committee had submitted the names of Turner John Westermeyer (St.L.) 
and Turner Richard Malone (CS) for Trustee for Endowment Trust Fund for a full 
term. Motion was made by Boeker, seconded and carried, to close the nominations. 
Seconding speeches were rJade for each candidate by Turners Marx (St.L.) and 
Gamble (CS) respectively. The votes were cast and tnllied, and Turner Westeroeyer 
became the new Trustee by a vote of 120 to 95. 

All the successful candidates oadc ncceptance speeches after each election • 

At this time the chair was turned over to Vice-Chairnan Martin (Ill.), who 
called for the report of the Finance CorJnittee, which was read by its chairman, 
Turner V. Virgens (NJ), and which becooes page 38 of these oinutes. 

Motion was oade by Malone (CS) and seconded to accept the report of the Finance 
Committee. Motion was carried, but upon a request for clarification as to 
whether the proposals within the rep~rt were also accepted by this motion it 
was decided to discuss each one separately. 

The discussion of Resolution #16 regarding the Endowoent Trust Fund equipment 
grants was postponed until the National Affairs report is read, inasmuch as 
that committee also acted on this resolution. All other items in the Finance 
Committee report were understood and accepted by the delegates under the original 
motion • 
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Meeting called t'.) order by Williao Meyer. Turner Victor E. Virgens elected 
chairoan and A. Grahan Mort'.)n, Secretary. 

Resoluti'.)n #16 regarding Endowoent Trust Fund (listed in its ~ntirety 
in rep'.)rt of the Nati:mnl 1 ffairs Comuittee). Thin concerns equipment 
grants. 

Moti:::m r.1ade by Turner Paul DeSalv:J and seconded by Turner Pnul Bullard to reco0r.1end 
adopti?n '.)f resolution as S'.) prop:Jscd. M::>ti::>n carried. 

RESOLUTION: The following faro be ad'.)pted and to be attached in triplicate 
to each book of new cards. When the book :Jf new cords is issued; 
1 - copy with per capita tax i s t:J be oailed t::> Nati:mal. 
1 - copy with per capita tax is to be nailed to District. 
1 - copy to be retained by the local society. 

AMERICAN TURNERS 
PER CAPITA TAX REMITTANCE STATEMENT 

Society 
.~~-:-~--~~--------...................................... -------------

Cards Issued No. to N::>. Inclusive 
National Tax~-----~~ Cards @ $3.00 each = 
Check No. Date 

District 
Tax Cards @ 

~~---------~~-~ Check No. Date 
Each -------

Motion oade by Turner Jim Moore and seconded by Turner Paul Bullard to recommend 
adopti::>n '.)f resolution as so proposed. Motion carried. 

Chairuan Virgens presented the Financial RepJrt of the National Society for 
peri:ld ending Decenber 31, 1977 . l1oti:m nade by Turner Jio Moore and secJnded 
by Paul Desalvo t0 approve rep::>rt as suboitted by the auditors. 

Motion nade by Turner Nick Meyer and seconded by Turner Jio Mo:::>re rec:::>moending 
the National Society accept the adjusted payoent of per capita tax of $150.00 from 
the Chattano::>ga Turners, for 1974. 

On the res'.)lution to increase the per capita taxes $1.00, the Finance CorJOittee 
estinates the required yearly increase to be approxinately $7,500. This amount was 
arrived at as follows: 

Salaries, etc. 
Travel 
Office Rental 
Turner Topics 
Miscellane::>us 

$3,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,500 
12000 

$7,500 

Therefore, at approxinately 15,000 neobership, the increase required per member is 
50¢. The Finance Coooittee recoooends an additional 25¢ to offset the shortfall of 
this and the previous years to a oaxiouo incrense of 75¢. 

Vic Virgens, Chairoan A. Grahan Morton,Secy. 



REPORT OF THE BOWLING COMMITTEE 

Meeting was called to order at 9:10 A.M. on July 17, 1978, by Turner Elmer Serb, 
National Bowling Chairman. 

.• Turner Ann Trankle (Ill.) was elected Permanent Chairman. Turner Richard Barnes 
(Cent.St.) was elected Peroanent Secretary. The followine delegates were in at­
tendance: Ann Trankle, Elmer Serb, Richard Barnes, Laura Racker, Robert St.Peters, 
Betty Dau, Dick Senn, Earl McGunigale, Tommy Mayes, Clarence Lahrmann, Fred 
Angerman, Charles Cooper, Ray Huth, Lavern Harksen, Karl Schreiber, Jack McAdoo. 

• 

• 

RESOLUTION: "That the following words be added after the w:::>rds "respective 
regions". Must be replaced, if regional representative or Woman at Large 
misses participation in two consecutive National Bowling Tournaoents." 

Discussion regarding National Bowling Committee aeobers participation in National 
Bowling Tournament. Motion by Robert St.Peters to change word "participation" 
to "attendance." Motion seconded by Tomoy Mayes. Me>tion carried by committee. 

Resolution #9 was read to the comoittee by the chairoan. This was a discussion 
regarding the lowering of maxioum handicaps. Motion was made by Dick Senn to reject 
resolution. Seconded by Betty Dau. Motion carried by committee. 

RESOLUTION: "That all bowlers participating in the An.erican Turners 
National Bowling Tournaraents be given a record of all individual frames 
bowled in each Tournament, in order that individual bowlers nay check 
their scores for obvious errors." 

Discussion regarding all participants be given a record of all individual frames 
bowled. Motion was r.Jade by Ray Huth to accept resolution as read. Seconded by 
Karl Schreiber. Motion was carried by coraoittee. 

National Bowling Chairman Elmer Serb read the changes to the rules made at the 
June 17, 197G, National Bowling Committee oeeting. All changes were accepted as 
read with the exception of the following: 

A. 1980 Tournament - Referred to National Council on notion made by 
Earl McGunigale, seconded by Betty Dau. Motion carried by con.mittee. 

B. New Business: Paragraph 3 of National Bowling Cooraittee's report. 
Motion r..1ade by Dick Senn that District Bowling Tournar.lents are to be 
confined to their own districts. Seconded by Robert St. Peters. 
Motion carried by cooraittee. 

At 11:20 A.M. Turner Charles C0oper oade a ootion to adjourn the oeeting. Seconded 
by Earl McGunigale. Motion carried. Chairoai: Ann Trankle closed the meeting. 

Ann Trankle, Chairoan 
Richard Barnes, Secretary 

The ab~ve repJrt of the Bowling C~mi~ittee was read by its chairoan, Turner Ann 
Trankle. Turner Trankle made a Doti:m t:) accept the rep~rt as read. M:>tion was 
sec~nded and carried • 
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MINUTES OF THE CULTURAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Meeting was called t:> order at 9 :Li.5 A.M. by Temp::>rary Chairman Ursula Virgens (NJ). 
In attendance were Ursula Virgens (NJ), Edmund Judy (W.Pa.), Rayn::>nd Beisler (W.Pa.), 
Harry Stewart (Cent.St.), Bernard Harris (W.Pa.), D::>ris Stewart (Cent.St.), David 
Hollatz (Upper Miss.), Glen Dau (Upper Miss.), Luella Roth (Cent.St.), Dona Schaefer 
(Cent. St.), Erwin Schrader (Ill.), ErJma Gebhardt (NY), Hans Wandscher (LE), Pauline 
Mcintyre (LE), Eugene S::>lfronk (St.L.)~ J~e Becker (Upper Miss.), and JJAnn Mueller 
(Cent.St.), Nati::>nal Cultural Cha irnan. Billy Barnes (Cent.St.) and Ge::>rge 
Wiedemann (Wisc.) sat in as visit::>rs. 

N:minnted and seconded that Ursula Virgens (NJ) preside over the neeting as 
chairr::tan. Carried unanimously. 

Norainated and sec::>ndcd D::>na Schaefer be secretary. Carried unaniraously. 

First business Jf coonittee was tJ discuss and pass Jr reject resJlutions. 

RESOLUTION: "That the National Cultural Coot:litte c.= establish a suitable 
and fitting award to be designated the Sara Palner Meaorial Award.'' 

Discussion revolved arJund three ideas for which this award should be given: 
(1) Society history (introductory and previous twa years) of its cultural prograo; 
(2) Scholarship Fund; (3) New Cultural Event. Motion oade and carried t'J accept 
ResolutiJn #7 above. Passed unanio~usly. 

Motion oade and carried for a sub-coor::tittee nade up of Regional Chairmen and any 
interested delegate ta meet at 4:00 P.M. ta decide upon a suitable event for which 
this awnrd can be given. Passed unanimously • 

RESOLUTION iffa21: "Resalved the Nati::mal Turner Princess C'Jntest is hereby created 
and is ~o be held in conjunction with future NatiJnal Conventions starting in 1980. 

MotL:med and seconded to pass Res::iluti::m 21. After ouch discussi.::m the moti::m and 
second were rescinded in f6vor of a second motion to include the following amend­
ments: 1. SJciety pJints will be awarded to the contestants as follJws: Winning 
society - 50 points; Second - 35 points; Third - 25 points. All other contestants 
will receive 10 p:Jints for their society. Passed unanimously. 

RcsolutiJn #23 - RESOLVED: That Article II of the Rules applying to Cultural 
Education Coopetition (Revised 1974) in the last paragr aph :Jn Page 5 - (All civic 
volunteer work by a Turner or Turner grJup in :Jr fJr vari::>us civic organizations: 
if it pertains to teaching, learning Jr beautifying in cultural nature oust be done 
in Turner ~ is hereby deleted and dropped froo the rules. ~-- ~ ----

After ouch discussi::m bath f:Jr and against~ a tJ.:JtiJn was oade and seconded to 
reject this resoluti:Jn. Passed. 

Recoonendations fr00 the Conr.:littee: 

The corJmittee recomoended to the General Convention all delegates and visitors 
be required to wear their nat:le tags for the entire Convention. 

Rules Changes: As per Article 16A - Page 6 and 7 of the Principles and Statutes 
(Revised Aug. 76). MJtion nadc and seconded to change Clnss 7 - Photography t'J 
"Prints must not be soallcr than Sx7 inches n::n: larger than llxlL~ and t!l.USt be 
a~unted with a 1-inch b::>rder Jn all sides. Passed unaniQ~usly. 
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*Article XII - Society p::>ints f::>r Festival C::>opetiti::>n. Grand Prizes -
1st Best :Jf Sh:iw - "Sara Paloc:r Tr:Jphy. 11 This is t:J be a pcroanent tr:>phy; the type :Jf tr:Jphy wi ll be left up t::> the decisi::>n :Jf the Cultural C:Jooittee • 

It was n:Jti:Jned and sec:Jnded t:J appr::we this change. Passed unanim:>usly. 

It was noved and seconded the c:Jr..mittee g::> ::>n rec:Jrd as recool.lending the 
nooinati:m :if J:Jann Mueller as Nati::mal Cultural Chni'r.·oan. Passed unanio:Jusly. 

Moti::>n f::ir adj:>urnoent at 12 :05. *(Sec Sub-C::>ooittee Rcp::>rt attached) 

Respectfully suboitted, 
D:Jna Schaefer, Secretary 
Ursula Virgens, Chairnan 

NATIONAL CULTURAL COMMITTEE 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

Called t::> ::>rder at 4:10 P.M. Attending were Ursula Virgcns (NJ), Pauline Mcintyre (LE),Eugenc S::>lfr::>nk (St.L.), Dona Schaefer (Cent.St.). 

Eugene S::ilfr:>nk o::>ved the best ::>f show presently :rcce1v1ng a plaque, ribbon ::>r whatever else the c::>riloittce shall decide upon be designated the "Sara Paloe't" Meo::>rial Award." That this award be in the f::>rr.1 :if a quality tr::>phy selected by the Nati~nal C~orJittee. SecJnded by Pauline Mcintyre (LE). Passed. 

Respectfully suboitted, 
D:ina Schaefer, Secretary 
Ursula Virgens, Chairoan 

The preceding rep:>rt :Jf the Cultural Educati:m C:>mmittee were ·read by Turner 
Ursula Virgens, Chairman. 

With reference t:> Res::>luti:>n #21 oentiJned :in the first page Jf the above oinutes, Turner Vi:rgens explained that this resoluti::>n also included a provision to exclude the two-oinute speech relat i ve t:J Tu:rneris~ and include :mly L:ip -col.1ptu remarks relative t::> Turnerism. MotLm was l:1ade by Sch rad e l:- (Ill.), seconded and carried, to accept ResJlutiJn 21 as amendeci by CJooittee. 

MJti::>n was ~ade by Cro::>k (St.L.) and seconded to appr:Jve the rule change in Class 7 -PhotJgraphy - as listed at the b::>ttoo of the first page of the repJrt. Motion carried. 

M:>ti::m was raade by Stephens (St.L.) t:J accept the recotJE1endatiJn :Jf the conc1ittee regarding establishoent :Jf the Sara Paloer Meoorial Award, with the clarificati:Jn that this peroanent award wi ll be a new award at each NatiJnal Festival. M:>tion was accepted and carried. 

M::>ti:>n was oade by Diamant (NY), sec:::mded and carried, t:J accept the repJrt :>f the Cultural Education C:J~~ittee in its entirety. 

The rep:>rt :>f the Nati::inal Putlicity and Publicatbn Cxll:littee was read by its secretary, Turner Lin Batd::>rf (WNY) • 
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL PUBLICITY AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

Meeting convened at 9:10 A.M. Fritz Korte (Ill.) nominated Ed Elste (Ill.) to be 
chairman of the committee. 

Bill Ridge (Cent.St.) nominated Lin Batd~rf (W.N.Y.) to be secretary. 

In attendance were: George Evans (W.Pa.), Lin Batdorf (W.N.Y.), Ed Elste (Ill.), 
Bill Ridge (Cent.St.), Harold Jurgens (Upper Miss.), Delores Koch (W.Pa.), and 
Theodore Strobel (Cent.St.). Absent were R. Marx (St.L.) and Eugene Keller (NY). 
Also Fred K::>verman (CS), Fritz K::>rte (Ill.) and Olive Fiebig (CS). 

RESOLUTION: That hereafter each society be required to furnish Turner 
Topics the following information: Name of society; date of acceptance 
into American Turners; the names and card numbers of all NEW members for 
official publication in the earliest f~llowing issue. Until this in­
formation is published, the new membe+s are ineligible for District and 
National Event competition. EXCEPT, Gymnastics class members as stated 

in ELIGIBILITY Rule IV of National Festival Rules. Als-::>, subject to 
existing qualification requirements. 

Discussion followed. Motion to reject was made by Strobel, seconded and passed. 

WE RECOMMEND: In regard to the above resolution we feel that a standardized form 
be used for all National competitions requiring the suggested information plus proof 
of identification, i.e., driver's license. This fo~m to be validated, when properly 
filled in, by authorized society person in charge of membership. 

WE RECOMMEND: That Lin Batdorf (W.N.Y.) be considered for the position of Editor 
of the National Turner Topics. 

WE RECOMMEND: That some improvement be made at the National level to eliminate 
duplication of mailing and to update mailing lists to cut costs. 

WE RECOMMEND: That the National Publication and Public i ty Committee of this 
Convention be on continuing National level and that the name be changed to 
the National Public Relations Committee. 

WE RECOMivlEND: That a National Public Relations Director be appointed and each 
society and district appoint a public relations director t:> work together for the 
betterment and continuation of the American Turners, educating the public and the 
members about Turners and about National Turner Heritage. 

WE RECOMMEND: That the Turner Topics be used as an instrument to educate all 
societies about other societies via periodic profil2s on each society or via a 
special ed itbn. 

WE RECOMMEND: That each society send their monthly newsletter to the Topics 
editor to inform all s::>cieties of upcoming events and provide the editor with 
material for publication. 

Motion for adjournment was made by Harold Jurgens at 11-:20 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Elste, Chairman 
Lin Batdorf, Se.cretary 

Moti::>n was r.iade by Batdorf (WNY), sec~nded and s~nie<l, t:J accept this rep:>rt . 

.... . ;··· ·" 
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At this point in the Convention a motion was r.iade by Crook (St.L.) to 
adjourn for lunch and to reconvene in one hour. Motion was seconded 
and carried. 

The Convention re-convened at 1:15 P.M. , and the report ~f the National 
Affairs Coooittee was read by its secretary, Turner Pat Stephens (St.L . ) . 
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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

The Committee on National Affairs was called to order at 9:10 A.M. on 
Monday, July 17, 1978, by Turner Warren E. Dalbke . 

Turner Dalbke, Illinois District, was elected chairman and Turner Pat 
Stephens, St. Louis District, was elected secretary. 

Roll call showed the following delegates present: David Lebert, Mid.Atl.; 
Frank Astaldi, N.E.; Eldon Zahm, Cent.St.; Warren Dalbke, Ill.; Gary Miller, 
Wisc.; Lindsay D. Murray, W.Pa.; Harold Hoenig, W.Pa.; Betty Dau, Upper 
Miss.; Frank Timmerman, Upper Miss.; Elmer Crook, St.L.; Richard Malone, 
Cent. St.; Harry E. Hineman, Cent.St.; Bill ~urkman, Ill.; Ed Barrow, L.E.; 
Hertha Hermann, N.Y.; John M. Kovaly, W.Pa.; Raymond Hall, Minn.; Robert 
Dau, Upper Miss.; Erwin L. Andresen, Upper Miss.; Herbert Lauf, W. Pa.; 
Robert Schuler, Cent.St.; Frank Fielman, Cent.St.; Herman Zweifel, Ill.; 
Bill Severns, L.E.; Ray Karl, W.Pa.; Clifford E. Anderson, W.Pa.; Edward 
Sexton, N.Y.; Lloyd Rose, Upper Miss ; Ron Centella, W Pa . ; Pauline 
Stephens, St.L ; Hugo Noldan, W N.Y. 

Action on resolutions submitted: 

RESOLUTION: "To the 57th National Convention of the American 
Turners, ~e propose that the National Headquarters be moved 
from the Ro~hester Turners, Rochester, Nev York, to the 
Atbenaeum Turners . Indianapolis, Indiana " 

Resolutlon ~as ma~e ~Y Turner Lauf rw Pa), seconderl by Turner 
Zahm fCPnt St ) to a~cent tre a~ove resolution Motion 
~arr-1. ert unanimously 

RESOLUTION: "T!:e follo'\'..-i..ng reso1.utfon to the Nati na1 Convention 
is being submitte~ unon a~vi~e from our Au~itor in order to retain 
our tSY eYemot st~tus 

"Whereas t.~-- e Government requ-· .. res that all tax-exempt sd~ooJ s 
in regard to students, include a statement ~n their tv-ia~s or 
in a resolution of their governing body , that they have a recially 
non -· dis~rimlnatory oolicy, be tt hereby 

"RESOLVED that the American Turners in;:lurle :i..n the m·i.nutes of 
the 57th National Convention that ~e operate under a racially non­
discriminatory policy in regard to stunents in our School of 
Physical Education program. " 

Motion by Turner Crook, St L , seconded by Turner Zv•eifel, Ill. ~ 
to recommend adoption of resolution Carried unanimously 

RESOLUTION: "That the American Turner Heritage Fund be establisl:ed 
to promote and µrotect the American Turner Heritage with funding 
provided through the generosity of Turners everywhere ,. 

Motion by Turner Malone, Cent St , seconded by Turner Robert Dau, 
Upper Miss . , to recommend adoption of resolution Motion made 
by Turner Zahm, Cent St , seconded by Turner Crook, St L , to 
amend resolution by adding: '~unds to be controlled by the National 
Council " Amendment carried 0riginal motion as amended carried 
unanimously 
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RESOLUTION: "The Natbnal Executive Committee shall appoint a representa­
tive, or more when necessary, from the National Council to attend National 
Championships. The representative's expenses resulting from travel, room 

and meals will be reimbursed by the National Office. Should the host 
society or district invite the representative's spouse, or additional 
National Council members, these expenses will be shared equally by the 
host society or district and the National Office. The above is not to 

conflict with visitations by Regional Councilors as defined in the 
Procedural Guide." 

Motion by Turner Crook (St.L.), seconded by Turner Astaldi (N.E.) to recommend 
adoption of resolution. Carried unanimously. 

Resolution #15: This resolution was discussed but no action taken since it referred 
to Principles and Statutes. 

RESOLUTION: "That the Convention recommend to the Trustees of the Endowment 
Trust 

a. 
b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

Fund the following guidelines concerning equipment grants. 
Outright equipment grants to be discontinued. 
Future purchases of equipment with Endowment Trust Funds be on a 
"Matching Funds" basis. 
Before purchase, the applying qualified society should submit in 
writing to the Fund Trustees, an itemized list of equipment to be 
purchased, where they intend to purchase, and the cost. 
Applying societies must be certified in writing, to be in good stand­
ing by their District and National Office. 
Future allocations to be made annually with available funds, as of 
a fixed awarding date. 
Letters with "up to" dallar commitment to be issued to applying 
and qualifying societies. 
Purchases to be made through Endowment Trust Fund, with approved 
applying societies forwarding their one-half of purchase price to 
Fund Trustees for equipment purchases. 
A maximum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500) to be allowed to any 
society in any five year period of time." 

Motion by Turner Zahm (CS), seconded by Turner Sexton (NY) to recommend 
resolution to the Trustees of the Endowment Trust Fund. Carried unanimously. 

RESOLUTION: (Consideration of this resolution was prefaced by suggesting 
the actual proposed procedure attached to the resolution be referred to 
Council for cons id era t ion and approva 1.) " WHEREAS, The American Turners' 
Honor Key is the highest cove t9d award given by the American Turners, and 
WHEREAS, this award to a Turner Member is in recognition of unselfish 
donation of time, effort and energy for the propagation of Turnerism; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That a standard Ceremonial Presentation Program 
be established for the Ar:ierican Turners Honor Key." 

Motion by Turner Robert Dau, Upper Miss., seconded by Turner Astaldi, N.E., to 
recommend adoption of resolution as corrected. Motion carried unanimously. 

New Business: Letter from Turner Fred Zitta, Turnverein Eiche, concerning deplorable 
conditions at Camp Jahn at Hampton Ponds which is run and controlled by Holyoke 
Turnverein. Turner Astaldi informed this committee that the camp has been closed 
by the authorities, and he requested a copy ~f the letter and volunteered to 
convey our feelings in the matter to Holyoke Turnverein. 
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Motion was made by Turner Lebert, Mid ,,At:. 0, 80.~ ,...,n,kd by Tunrr St.::v e-rns. , to r ecommend 
that the National Council w~rk wit h each dis trict t o promo te l end ership management 
programs. Motion carried unanimouslyo Turne r 3~ 1 1 Scve~~s ~dvi sed he was available 
to serve with such a leadership mana gemen t progr 3w • 

Motion was made by Turner Astald i , N.E., a nd sec ·:::mded 'Jy Turner And erson, W.Pa., 
to recommend that the next conven t ion (1 980) be 11eld t he 3ec o na week in August. 
Carried unanimously. 

Discussion was had concerning the Californ ia s ituat icm m2nti oneci during the open­
ing c e remonies, and a motion was r.iad e by Turner Ha:. l , Minn ., oeconded by Turner 
Timmerman, Upper Miss., that the Conv2:. tion ::; ;.;; ..:g~o·:.. th t or:e riat L:mal representa­
tive and the physical education di r ector v is it Sou thern C2 l i fo rn i 2 d istrict to 
try to r esolve problem encountered by ca nce i la tio::i cf Ec::ti ::-;na l Gymr~as tic competi­
tion. Motion carried unanimously. (Not e : Prcb~u!.0: p3rt: i cJ..pant o would have been 
two teams from Pennsylvania, one t eam Centra~ St etes , o~~ ~eaQ Min~e oota, tw~ 

participants Illinois, and probable two teaa s Mi dd l e A::1.:-.m:ic c) 

It was suggested that an appropr i a t e let t er be wci t t eL t o t hn Pre sident of the 
United States concerning 200th annive rsary of Fa t her J Llhn . C e~tra l States District 
volunteered. 

There being no further busines s , meeting a d journe~ at 11:50 A.M. 

Re spect fu J.l y s:.~omitted , 

'VL E, Da 1. tk~, Ch<:.~ ir:na n 
faulice Step~rnn Secre t£ ry 

Regarding the report of the NatLmal Affa irs C c:nr.~nitt0 r·:> ':.1otion ~··a~ made by 
Diamant (NY) to acc e pt the recommendat i on t o cove Na t i cr:nl hcd q:.i..;i rt c r.s to 
Indianapolis. Motion was second8d a nd c a r rie,:3 .. 

Motian was made by Strobe l (CS), s econd ed and crirriea ~ t0 2pI?r :w e th <~ recom­
mendation of the comraittee that we i nc luce in the o~_rr,_:~es of t h i r.; c onvention 
a statement that we ope rate under a r acia: ly naL-~ic~= i~in~t~ry ?olicy in 
regard to students in our School of Phys ic2 ~ Educ~ t i~n p~ograE . 

Motion was made by Diamant (NY) and s e conc"!ed to ap~:n::rve ~.: : 2 :hi.re: -r.~ s ::i lut ion 

in the report, regarding e sta blis hment o f c:l l;.me :· tc-·..'.!. ' P~ · .. ::1e.: h t.rit.'.}gc FunC::. . 
Motion was seconded and carried, Bnd it i;-1a;:_; -~x.Fl.'."!i·_·.-~d L1· .r. tr. i s 1:·I c u l d be 
a fund provided through the gene ros i ty 'Jf J:" u r n?.I"r ... Yv2r}/\..Y~J.2re c:na woul d be 
established probably wi thin t hirty da ys. 

Moti:m was made .by Westermeyer (St.Le) and sec ;1nd e::l t :J cppr8\-·e rec ommend a tion 
of the committee regarding Endowment Tru st Fund equ ipm.er_·'-. gra~~-:s,. Mo t: ion carried. 

Motion was made by Dal bke (Ill.), sec onded enc.) cnrricC: t::> .:-: c ··ert r ecornme:1dation 
providing for a standard Ceremonial Pre sent 2 ti8~ ?~og ~ ~ ~ for ~h~ Ame r ican Turners 
H::>nor Key. 

Motion was made by Pat Stephens (St~L.) t o accept t:_ :; n~.·or l: 1.n itc entirety. 
Moti::>n was seconded and carried. 

The report of the Health and Physical Educatio~ Cor.J.mi t tec i:·; ,;_s r ead by :tts 
secretary, Turner Daisy Pippin (Mid .Atl o) 
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REPORT OF THE H~"..LTH AND PHYSICf~L EDUCt .. TION CO:MMITT:.., 

Teop::>rary chairoan Daisy Pippin c~lled th oectin~ tJ Jrccr at 9:20 A.M. 

Ted O'DJnnell was clcct1.:d ns p:!.:-nancnt chairr::nn, anG Daisy Pippin was elected l!S 
peroanent secretary. Delegates pres~nt: 

Daisy Pippin 
Ted O 'D::mncll 
Wil 1 ian Ma icr 
HugJ lbldan 
Charlea Gaoble 
Janes Reifsnyder 
Henry Schr::>eder 
Frank Freroan 
Chic Martin 

R::>bert .JC! c, 
Ed Dunc~ Pahl 
Al x Dinonnt 
Ed Kasncr 
I!:l inJr Ri.sch 
Gen~ K21lu~ 

EdwarJ T:Lrn:i 
Betty Heppncl· 
Dcnnia Zcl12r 

Mac Ernst 
DJt Steinlag12 
D::ff:)thi ·~ Tir.1r.croan 
Hnrry Hn.rnkcn 
Gl 2n L:is 
G :rg Jacquin 
JJhn Wcstcrocycr 
Mnry lbrgan 

ilLce ! stn ld i 
Ge :wgc Hee sc hen 
Nancy Sahos 
H...; 1.:m Ga re ia 
Peter Michels 
F:)r rest Maxwell 
Ha rJld J:)rn:)d 
GcDrge Kucttner 

DiscussiJn Jf RcsJluti::>n #18 resulted in a v::>te Jf 13 Y~a an3 16 Nay fJL rec:)ooenda­
ti::>n t:) C:)nventi::>n fl~:>(. A n~n~Lity r p::>r.t will bJ Eiled . 

RESOLUTION: That F.ulc =//:L: Jf the Nat:i..Jnal 12" and lC" S::>frball T:)urnnoent 
Rules be changed as ::>f Jnnuery 1st, 1979, t~ read as f::> ll::>ws:- Miniouo oen's age 
f::>r T:)urnaacnt will b~ 16 years Jf age ::>n date ::>f t::>urnenent . N~ oinicuo oge 
f::>r w::>nen. 

The abJvc Rec::>oncndati::>n #22 was appr'.)vccl by this cJm1itt~c f::>r c::>nvcnti~n acti::>n. 

ResJluti:m #2L: was rcj cc tee~ by this c JrJoi tt1..:c . 

A rcs::>luti'.)n received fr::>o the fl:>::>= by tha St.L::>uis District in cJrrected f::>ro 
a s f ::> 11-::>w s : 

RESOLUTION: That the l::letric systco shnll be us2c1 wher- v~r p::>ssible in 
all nnti::mnl c::>npctitivc events :->£ The Auerican T nl.ers inv::>lving oeasure­
oents in distance anc weight. 

Events app=::>vcd by The locricon Turners in the vari~us a2e qnd sex 
classificati::>ns shall utilize the distances an~ w~ights currently recJgnized 
in internati::>nal c::>opetitiJn. 

This res::>lutiJn shall b C:)O effective ::>n January 1, l~CJ. 

OLD BUSINESS: Turner Westerneycc ~ St . LJuis District, sp::>kc ::>f the huge success Jf 
the Seni::>r G::>lf T::>urnaoent in InJ ianap::>lis. 

A lengthy discussi::>n was held :)n separating certain sp::>rts fr::>o the c::>oolttee :)Il 

Health and Physical EducatiJn (during c::>nv0nti::>n Jnly). 

A oJtbn oade by G. Jacquin (UNY) that we establish a new c::>onittee br future 
c::>nventiJns tJ be kn::>wn as 0 Gao12s C::>ooitte2". C:Jvcri ~g : V::>lleyball, S::>ftball, 
G:)lf, Basketball and Tennis. In adchti:m t::> this u::>ti'.)n, we r:iay add c:iny Jthcr. 

~ gaoc that is established Jn JUr NatiJnal lGvel. 
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It tJas further discussed that this is n'.Jt n Nati:mal C::muittec but ::mly a separate 
cJooittee that oeets during c:Jnventi'.Jn t0 ease thG lJad Jn the Physical Educati'.Jn 
C::>rJD.ittee, and the rep::>rt :>f this c::>noitt ee wUl be included with the Physical 
Educati'.Jn C'.Jooittee • 

This O'.Jti'.Jn was sec:>ndcd and appr:Jved fJr C:Jnventi'.Jn. 

Turner Westerneyer read a letter fr::>o the Vice President :>f Schiller Turners 
and asked that this C'.Jooitte2 appr:Jve the c::>ntents :>f this letter, f::>r repr::>ducti:>n 
and distributi::m t'.J all delegates, as f::>::>d f::>r th::)U3ht. The c:x~10ittee appr:)Ved 
this request. 

Recessed-. for lunch at 12 n:nn. Rcc::mvened nt l :30 P.H. 

This c::moittec -rec:Jrn:iends t::> the N:)[1inating C:>noittee the naoe ::>f Tut"ner Harry 
Warnken as NBti:>nal Ch~iroan '.Jf Physical Educati::>n. 

A change was requested £::>r P2ge 36, NJ . 4, Iteo C ::>f 
Rule B:>:::>k. A o::>ti::m was DacL.: and sec :mdeJ t:> change 
B'.)th feet shall be positi::>ned at the take- '.)ff p:>int. 
balanced :m :::>ne f:J'.Jt with a free suing all'.)wcd. (N'.) 

the new Nati:Jnal Festival 
it t:> read as f:::>ll'.Jws: 
Take-:·ff sh:::>uld be m1de 

s ·;:ep backward) . 

OLD BUSINESS: It was requested nnd discussed at length that oore tioe be given t::> 
W'.Jrk :::>n Festival r:Jutines. It was decided that it is t:J:::> late t:J change the rules. 
The oaj::>rity felt that six n.::mths is anple tiDe . 

At this tir.1c Turner Chic M2rtin displnyed a t 'r::>phy w:::>n by his s::iciety in the 
W::>men's Nati:::>nal V'.)ll eybnll T:>urnnoent. This tr:Jphy appeared in bad c:Jnditi:Jn and 
was a disgrace t:J present f:Jr this achieveoent . Turner W:>ehrle oenti:Jned that it 
w:Juld be a g:::>'.Jd idea if a Nati:Jnal standardized awa~d be us ed in all future 
champi:Jnships with the enbleo :Jn it dispiaycd pr:Jper.ly . 

n. letter to President Racker c:mcerning this oatter was r.c.:lC: <.lt this tioe ·re sulting 
in the f:>ll0wing D'.Jti:m. 

A r..nti'.Jn t:lade by Chic Martin (Ill.) that all fotu·re Nati'.Jnal chaD.pi'.Jnships present 
new trJphi(.'I~ l"h!1t . ~h""11 11rl h(":I nppr::Ned by n Nati:mal repr.0sentntive . This r:1:Jti:>n 
was scc:::mcled and appr::>ved f:::>r cJnVt::u1.:.i"n. 

Wiloingt:::>n delegate Reifsnyder (Mid .f'~tl.) suggc::ited tJ this c '.JDDittee th.gt V::>lleyball 
teaos be placed in at least 2 divisi::ins. Discussi:::>n at lengt~ pr::>p::>sed that it is 
n::it feasible and that it c:>uld lend t::> oany pt'.Jbl er.1s. Hati::>nal T::iurnaocnt is just 
that and is n:::>t a divisi::innl chaopi::mship. Turner 0 1D::inne11 explained that a ceding 
~f teaos w::>uld be the best alternative . 

. r· 1] 1 ---n Y-he Cal I.'_ c'"'rn1· a "'l.. t-11'"lt- ' "'- <>•~ al~l.:. the sad ness '.)J: L•·-- . A ~i£cuaoiJu '.J ~we~ J ~ TJ c . 

w:Julcl be a larze l :Jss t:J the .L\.oericar. Turn2rs. At this tir::-112 we were advise~} by a 
guest delegate t::> this c:::>ooit~c~ that steps are already being taken by the Nati::inal 
Affairs C::>ooittee. 

Turner Gc ~rge Jacquin~ :::>ur representative fr::io the Aoerican Turners t:::> the U.S. 
Olynpic C::>cioittce, ann:Junced tha.: we are n::> l::inge-r a ueober :)f this c:Jooitt ee . 
After rcadins this tJ the de legates a discussiJn f::ill::iw0d with the f:::>ll:Jwine r~sults: 
A D'.Jti~n was oade by D'.Jt Stcinlagc and s cc ::>nded by Betty Heppner that the Acerican 
Turners write a letter t'.:) Tennely ~ ·,, lbright, Chai.roan ::>f the U.S. Olyopic C:::>r.10ittee, 
t::> re-apply f::>r oeobership unde r GrJup B :>n the C:)ocittec. 
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We were dr'.)pped because the Aoerican Turners did n'.)t supply a sufficient ao::>unt ::>f 
C'.)r.1petit)rs in a prescribed tine . 

Golf Coooittce Report: (Read by Betty Heppner) 

"The Nati::>nal Golf C'.)r.10ittce r.1eeting in India nnp::>lis, Ind., at the Atheneuo 
Turners :::m July 11, 1978~ v::;tecl t::> ·rcc::)[:1oend that: 

1. The 1979 Nati::>nal G::>lf T::>urnaocnt be held in T::>ledo, Ohio -
H::>st: T::>led::> Turners. 

2. Jio Caop, Beaver Falls, Pn., be the newly elected choiroan ::>f 
the Natbnc:il G::>l:E C::>noittee replacing Jio Byrc1, Cincinnnti. 

Respectfully suboittecl, 
B8b Swan, Secy. Pr~ Teo 
Nnti::>nal G::>lf C)ooittee 

This report was accepted f::>r incJrp::>ration int:> these oinutes, with all in favor . 

Chairnan 0 1 D::>nn 11 entertained a notion f::>r adjJurnoent at 3 :45 P.M. 

Uespectfully suboitted, 
Daisy M. Pippin, Secretary 
Ted OvD::>nnell, Chair.nan 

As n::>tad in the ab'.)ve ~ep::>rt, t~e C)m1ittee v::>ted t::> re~cct ResJluti:>n #18, 
which is the res:)lut~::>n liste~ in tha rcpJrt ~f the Nat~:Jnnl Publicity an~ 
Publicati:m C:J:-1nittee re3a1:-:ling :forni .~hing Pr'=1'.1f '.)f u. n1,i:,...sh1p f:J.r c::> ::-.1petiti')n. 
M::>ti:m was p ·i~:Jperly nade, scc::mc~c('. and c.::n·ried t'J acc2p t a n-in.>1: 1Ly 'l..-cp .. n::-t ~n 

this, as f:)ll~ws: 

TJ the 57th Aoerican Tu~n2~ C:Jnvcnti~n Jul~r 17, 1970 

T:12 :bllJwing pe:::-sJns c:!.sagrl_;e: \.·i.:..th the rep:>"rt :)f t~ .. c na~ :>rHy Jn 
rules pe-taining t:J v:>lleyball t:)urnaoents . We £eel that every player 
s ~1::::mlC: have t::> b2 a Det·:ii::e1~ :::>£ tb.0 Aucrican Tm:·ne·.:-s ::=:J '::- six ~-.1::mths and 
sh::>uld be requ:Cred t) sh::>\'J his 22l:1bcrs:.tip ca :re. 

WG r.espee::tfully ;:-equcst the c::msidcrati:m Jf t~1e C::>nventiJn to. t.1is oattc::- . 

(S gd ) Eugene Kel 1 e :~ 
JiD Reifsnyce·c 
Dennis Zeller. 
El in:J:i:' Risci1 

Henry W. Schr::>c:er 
Harry \la ·rnken 
D::>t Ste :i.n lag~ 

Mary A :-t \ ur M:i _ 5en 

Ted 0 'D:mnell 
Ed Kasne1· 
L\.lex Diaoant 
H. J ::n:-n :Y~ 

l"'bti::m was ~:lade ty Dia:.1ant (HY), se~::mdec and carr::.e{> t::> accept t:1e rec~:mr:i.endat~'.)n 
'Jf the C:)o:i:..ttee regar.ding the :-.. ~_r:~_r:tur:i age f::>r the 12" anc1 16 11 Nati:mal S::>ftball 

T:::mrnar.lent. 

M.::>ti:m was nade by Hille (M~_c: .Atl .) , sec::>nc1ec1 and carries t::> accept the r.ec:mt:'lenda ­
tiJn o:'.: the corn:iittee regarding use Jf the r.:ie tric systco w:1e·.rever p::>ssible in all 

• nati:mal cJopetitive evi2nts effective January 1, l:'C:. 
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Motion was made by Crook (St.L.), seconded and carried to adopt the recommendation 
of the comnittee regarding establishment of a new "Games Comr.iittee" for future 
conventions . 

Motion was made by Dalbke and seconded to approve recommendation of the 
cor.unittee that new trophies be provided for all future National championships 
and be approved by a National representat i ve. Motion was carried. 

Motion was made by Pippin (Mid.Atl.) and seconded tv accept 
Health and Physical Education Coooittee in its ent i rety. 

the report of the 
Motion was carried. 

Turner Malone (CS) asked for clarification of a rule regarding championships 
at a National level during a fest i val year. He was advised that as our rules 
now stand, anly a National bowling tournament or National golf tournament nay 
be held during a festival yea r . Any ~xceptions (in Turne r Malone's case he 
was inquiring specifically about basketball and softball) would have to be 
petitioned to the National Council. 

The report of the Principles, Statutes and Grievances Committee was read by 
Turner Robert Swan, the committee chairman • 
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPLES, STATUTES AND GRIEVANCES COMMITTEE 
tM *! £ ! # I -

The oeeting was called to order by tcopJrary chairoan Richard Bade (Cent.St.) at 
9 :00 A .M. Present were Hille (Mid .Atl.), Boeker (NJ), Wright (WNY), Heinz Schueler 
(Mid.Atl.), Hirsch (NY), Jacquin (WNY), Volker (W.Pa.), Harlow (Cent.St.), Rabe 
(Cent.St.), Squires (Upper Miss.), Tatge (Upper Miss.L Udovich (Wisc.), Irps (Ill.), 
Swan (Cent.St.), K:mccki (L.E.), and Bade (Cent.St.) Six r.1enbers were absent. 

Jim Rabe nooinated Robert Swan to the office of peroanent chairman, and he was 
elected unanioously. Richard Bade was elected unanioously tJ the office of 
sc:crctary. 

Five resolutions which were referred to the c~mnittee were acted upon as follows: 

RESOLUTION: That paragraph 109 of the Principles and Statutes be amended 
to read "Each society shall pay to the American Turners an annual per capita 
tax of $L: .• 00 for each of its oenbcrs." 

George Jacquin moved to adopt. Carl Irps seconded. Motion carried unaninously. 

RESOLUTION: That Article #97 of the Principles and Statutes be deleted 
in its entirety. That portions of Article #95 which pertain to th~ 
citizenship requireoents be deleted. That any Jther section of the 
Principles and Statutes which oention citizenship requireoents be 
deleted . 

Quinn Wright ooved to adopt, Jack Tatge seconded. Motion carried 9 to 5, with one 
abstention. 

Janes Rabe oovcd that local societies be advised that they way include the provisions 
presently set forth in Articles 95 and 97 of the National Statutes pertaining to 
citizenship in their local by-laws at their option. Seconded by Al Udovich. 
Motion carried unanioously. 

RESOLUTION: The National Executive Comnittee shall appoint a representative, 
or oore when necessary, froo the National Council to attend National 

Chaopionships. The repr2sentative's expenses resulting fron travel, roora 
and aeals will be reiobursed by the National Office. Should the host 
society or district invite the repr~sentative's spouse, or additional 
National Council oeobers, these expenses will be shared equally by the 
host society or district and the National Office. The above is not to 
conflict with visitatiJns by Regional Councilors as defined in the 
Procedural Guide. 

Quinn Wright oovcd to adopt; Carl Irps seconded . Motion carried 14 to 1. 

RESOLUTION: That the Principles and Statutes be aocnded as fJllows: 

PRINCIPLES 

Page !+ - 2nd last paragraph - delete "except United States or Canadian 
citizenship." 

STATUTES 

Paragraph 95 - delete 'whJ have declared their intenti~n t~ becooe citizens 
as soon as legally possible. 11 

Paragraph 97 - delete entire paragraph. 
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This resolution is identical in purpo se to Resolution #3 considered above. 
Wright moved that the resolution be attached to Resolution #3 and that they 
considered sioultaneously as Gne resolution by the Convention . Seconded by 
Jio Rabe. Motion carried unanioously • 

Quinn 
be 

RESOLUTION: A proposed ·revision of Article 17Ca suboitted by the National 
Counc i1. 

District Council having jurisdiction be changed to District C~nvention 
having jurisdiction. 

Also, a provision in the revised article for an appeal to the National 
Council should the aoendoent be rejected by the District Convention. 

The Article would read as f'Jllows: A proposed anendr.1ent to the Principles 
or Statutes can originate with any individual oember of the Aoerican Turners; 

a District; Society , or any organized group of Aoerican Turner nembers. 
However, before any proposed aoendoent nay be recognized by a National Con" 
vention, it oust be submitted in resolution form to the National Office 

after being approved by a District Co~vention having jurisdiction over the 
Turner(s) who initiated the propo sed amendoent. If the District Convention 
rejects the proposed aoendoent, the Turner(s) who initially proposed such 
amendment may appeal to the National Council. The 'Nati::mal C'Juncil is also 
authorized to initiate prop0sed aoendments to the Principles and Statutes _ 
if approved by a oajority of the members of such body at a regular oeeting 
or by a oail poll of the National Council nembers. 

Fred Boeker moved that the r esolution be adopted; Al Udovich seconded. Motion 
carried unanimously . 

Chairr:ian Swan said that :1e r:iuGt return ·to Indianapolis and he authorized Turner 
Jim Rabe t:J certify this r.epo:..~~: in his ab sence. 

Respectfully suboitted, 

Richard Bade, Secy . 
Rober ;.: Swan, Chairman 

The first -::-es"JlutLm of this c::mr.1itt12e, regarding 5_nc ·cea sing the per capita tax t::> 
$l: . • OO per year, is a statutes chunge. M::>ti::m uar nade by Zwei fe l (Ill.) anc sec::mded 
to ad~pt this resolution. MJtion was carried unauio::Jusly, S'J no r::>ll call vote was 
necessa ·ry. 

It was suggested by Turner Swar.. that the delegates 1efer actbn ::Jn the sec:.md res::Jlu­
tion in this report until the res::>lution at the b::Jttoo ~£ the first page of the report 
was read , and his suggestion was !oll::>wed. 

Tbe third. ·resoluti::m c~nsicercd by t his coorJittee also inv:::>lved a Statutes c~1ange 
unde r Article 46a of the Statutes. Motion was oade by LJse (Ill.) to a~opt this 
res:::>luti::m and was seconded . The r.nt:ion was passed unan ir.nusly, nak:Lng a r::>ll call 
vote unnecessary. 

A.C"-,-::,,,.. t'1e '\'"'es l t' t ti. b .... , ,. I r• 
.t.Lc.. 

1 
.. _ -:> u i::m a 11e ::>Lt:m :JI tne ri:r st page (·cegarC: i ng citizenshiD) was 

read, no~~::>n was oade by Meyer (Ill.) and seconded to reject this res::>luti;n. A 
l~ngthy ei:c scussi"Jn f'.)ll:>wed. M~ ·:: i :::>n was passec, thus c'. efeating the res:::>luti"Jn in 
tt1e rep:::irt. 
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The last resolution of this report, r egarding a change in wording from 
"District Council" to "District ConventL:m'' in Article 178a, together 
with a provision for appeal to the National Council, was also a Statute 
change. Motion to accept this r e solution was made by Zahm (CS) and 
sec~nded. Motion was carried unanimously, so no Federal yote was necessary. 

Motion was made by Swan to accept th£ report of the Principles, Statutes and 
Grievances Committee. Motion was seconded and carried. 

Turner Timm (W.Pa.) asked for a ruling on the lengt h of term of office of the 
members of the Golf Committee. I t was decided to take this up under New Business. 

Motion was made by Malone (CS) to adj ourn the Second Session of the Convention 
at 3:00 P.M. and reconvene on Wednesday, July 19, 1978, at 9:00 A.M. Motion was 
seconded and carried, and the meeting was adjourned. 

THIRD SESSION 

The Third Session of the 57th National Convention of the American Turners was 
called to order at 9:15 A.M. by Chairman Harlow. 

A moment of silence was observed in tribute to the members of American 
Turners throughout the country who have died during the past two years . 

Turner Racker (LE) made a mot i on that this convention send a communication 
to Mrs. William Huth, widow :if ::iur foraier Region l } C:mncilor and the editor 
of Turner Topics. Motion was seconded and carried. 

A letter from Mrs. Huth to the Conventi::m was read by Assistant Secretary 
Lin Batdorf. 

Turner Racker announced that a National Council meeting will be held in the 
same room immediately after the CJnvention adjourns. 

Motion was made by Jacquin (WNY), seconded and carried that this Convention 
send its greetings to our 85-year member in Chicago, Turner Rudolf Schrader. 

There was no unfinished business. 

Under New Business, the chairman called f::>r bids br the 1980 National Conven­
tion. After deliberation among the different districts, Turner Robert Marx (St.L.) 
extended the invitation of the Concordia Turners for the National Convention in 
1980. Motion to hold the Convention there in 1980 was made by Jacquin (W.N.Y.), 
seconded and carried. 

Turner ' Betty Dau (Upper Miss.) announced details regarding the National 
Festival to be held in Moline, Illinois, on July 5-8, 1979. She urged 
maximum attendance, and her invitation was later repeated by Turner Warnken, 
new National Physical Educatbn Chah:·man . 

-52-



,. • 

• 

Turner Racker thanked the members of the National Council who had worked so 
well with him during his term of of f ic e . 

On behalf of Central States District and all delegates, Turner Zahm thanked 
everyone for a fine Convention, and the Turner applause was extended to all 
involved. Turner Schuler called for the Turner applause fJr the outgoing 
~£ficers of American Turners. Turner Zahm invited any interested Turners 
to the Central States Leadership, Cultural, and Princess Contest the first 
week in October at Indianapolis. 

Tutner Schuler extended his thanks and those of the Convention to the elected 
officers of the Convention. 

Turner Jacquin invited Turners to the annual Turner picnic held in April in 
Florida. 

·Turner JoAnn Mueller reminded the delegates present of the individual cultural 
c~mpetition for this year, which is to compose and write a new Turner song, 
which ~he hopes could then be intr~duced at next year's Nati~nal Festival. 

Reconnnendati~n was made by Timm (W.Pa.) that the Nati~nal Bowling Committee 
. include representation from the ladies fr-::>m b:>th the eastern and weste~ 2.one.ts. 
·'lurner Jaccuin explained that thi~ ~ould inv~lve a Statutes change and it would 
be· necessar~ to have .. the suggestion prepared in resolutiou form for the ne~t 
Convention. 

Turner Pippin (Xid.Atl.) announced that: the Encbwment Tru~t Fund will M:l< $675.40 -

richer as a result of this c~nvent i on • 

Turner 1'~eker reminded the delegates present that August 11 will ~ tne 20-0th 
anniversaty af Vater Jahn and will be ~bserved in Hanover, Germany. 

Tun'l.er Schuler ann~unced that the signs at each table f~r thie eortvention had 
be~n dJnated t~ them by M~line Turnerc two years ag8 , and that they, in turn, 
will now turn them over to St. Louis. 

•· Turner Harl:rw decll!red the· 1978 57th National Conventb1'1 ~f Americ8n Turners 
to be adjourned at 9:55 A.M. 

Respectfully eubm~.t.ted_1__ ... , .. ~ 

. 1y.~·>.~;;, ._,, L/ f/,: · ?i:t~ . ·--
Luci11e B. ~~thfeld, Convention Secretary 

~~ .:r.?\ .. 4 /_ . /:~· ~ - i _, 

·L'" ... -~, : 1~~__,-cf ~·· #":J~,_.,j 
~ - ·- &...- V I /-"' . ~ 

Robert Harlow, Convention Chairman 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROCEDURE IN COMMITTEES 

.The Committee is to be called to order by the dele5ste whose name is 
at the top of the list, and the Committee will then organize by elect­
ing its Chairman and Secretary. 

The attendance at the meetings of the Cormnittee is to be limited to 
registered Turners or Guests, and only those Turners listed as dele­
gates by the Credentials Committee are entitled to vote in Cow.mittce 
sessionso 

Officers of the National Council may participate in the deliberations 
of any of the Committees ex-officio (without vote). 

The first duty of each Committee is to inspect the resolutions submit­
ted to it and return to the officers of the convention any resolution 
which, in its best judgement, does not come under its jurisdiction~ · 

:c. ;,., 

Committees must consider all resolutions properly submitted to them. 
Rejected resolutions are to be repor·ted to the Secreta.xl-y of the Con-
ventiono · · 

The Cormnittee reports ordinarily should not state the source from 
which resolutions were obtained and should not recite the parliareen­
tary procedure by which their conclusions were reached. The report 
should only indicate the conclusions of the Committee in numbered par­
agraphs as in the proceedings of the previous Conventions. 

All reports must be made in triplicate, two copies to be delivered to 
the Chairman and Secretary of the Convention, and one copy to be held 
by that member of the Committee reading the report. 

Committee reports must list the names of all Turners who attend the 
meetings of the Committee. 

Committee reports must be signed by the Chairman and the Secretary of 
the Committee. 

Proposed amendments to the Principles and proposed amendments to the 
Statutes are not to be included in the main report of the Cormnittee, 
but each is to be submitted in a separate report on a separate sheet. 

No proposed amendment to Principles and Statutes shall be considered 
unless it has been submitted to the Districts 60 days prior to this 
Convention (see Article 175 of Statutes). 

Minority Reports, if any, must be signed by those members of the Com­
mittee sponsoring the minority report. 

The Committee reports will be called for in such order as the Chairman 
of the Convention may determine. 

NO!'Es In the event the connnittee votes against one of the resolutions, 
but a oonm1ttee member wants it to be considered. by the convention in 
8p1te of the unfavorable vote, a written minority report must be sub-
mitted. · 
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