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Drug Health Consequences Legal Consequences Social Consequences 
Alcohol o Chronic Liver Disease 

o Alcohol-induced mental illnesses 
o Fetal Alcohol Syndrome  
o Alcohol Dependence 
o Alcohol poisoning 
o Household accidents 
o Suicide 
o Risky sexual behavior (youth/teens)-increase in unwanted 

pregnancy/STD transmission 
o Low birth weight for infants 

o Motor vehicle accidents 
o Violent crimes (assaults, rape, 

robberies, child abuse) 
o Homicide 
o Purchasing for minors violations 
o Public intoxication 
o Contributing to the delinquency 

of a minor 
o Vandalism 
o Arrests for driving under the 

influence 
 

o Sales to minors 
o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism – work 
o Absenteeism – school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Loss of driver’s license 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 

Tobacco 
 (A more detailed list of 
consequences 
compiled by Miranda 
Spitznagle can be 
forwarded upon 
request) 

o Lung Cancer 
o Lung Disease 
o Oral/Throat Cancer 
o Cardiovascular disease 
o Lower infant birth weight 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Risky sexual behavior (youth/teens)/gateway to premarital/teen 

sex 
o 9,700 deaths annually 
o 14 year reduction in life expectancy 
o Abdominal aortic aneurysm, acute myeloid leukemia, cataracts, 

cervical cancer, kidney cancer, pancreatic cancer, pneumonia, 
periodontitis, and stomach cancer, peptic ulcers, erectile 
dysfunction. 

o For newborns see lower birth weight, poorer lung function, 
higher incidence of SIDS.  Mothers can experience many issues 
during pregnancy and have a harder time becoming pregnant. 

o Second hand smoke also associated with higher increase in 
health problems including cancer, problem pregnancies, 
asthma, cardiovascular disease, etc. 

Retailers cited for sales to minors o Sales to minors 
o Financial problems 
o $236 million to US due to second hand smoke-related asthma. Costs Indiana $9 

million. 
o Exposure of children to second hand smoke 
o Increased absences from work and longer illnesses for smokers 
o Smokers incur higher medical costs for employers 
o Smoking increases likelihood that teens will try other drugs. 
o Increased risky behavior such as fighting and engaging in unprotected sex. 
o $448 million of all Indiana Medicaid expenditures are related to smoking 
o  

Marijuana o Potentially same as tobacco but insufficient data exist 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Risky sexual behavior/gateway to premarital/teen sex 

(youth/teens) 
o Increase unwanted pregnancy/STD transmission 

o Drug related property crime 
(burglary, larceny, etc.) 

o Other crimes related to gaining 
money for drugs (e.g., 
prostitution) 

o Use correlated with higher rates of “harder” drug use 
o Use correlated with higher use of tobacco 
o Drug-related school drop out 
o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 
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Cocaine o Stroke and other cardiovascular consequences 
o Seizures 
o Asthma, pulmonary edema, pulmonary hemorrhage 
o STDS/AIDS 
o Fetal addiction 
o Cocaine-induced mental illnesses 
o Cocaine-related death 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Unsafe sex/Risky Sexual Behavior 
o Unwanted pregnancy 

o Drug related property crime 
(burglary, larceny, etc.) 

o Other crimes related to gaining 
money for drugs (e.g., 
prostitution) 

o Child endangerment or neglect 
o Higher risk of being victim of crime 
o Academic Failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-Work 
o Absenteeism-School 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 

Methamphetamine o Stroke 
o Cardiovascular collapse 
o Burns and other injuries  
o Brain, liver, kidney damage 
o Severe tooth decay  
o STDS/AIDS 
o Hepatitis 
o Extreme weight loss 
o Meth-induced mental illnesses 
o Meth-related death 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Unsafe sex/Risky Sexual Behavior 
o Unwanted pregnancy 

o Violent crimes (assaults, 
robberies, child abuse, rape) 

o Drug related property crime 
(burglary, larceny, etc.) 

o Other crimes related to gaining 
money for drugs (e.g., 
prostitution) 

o Child endangerment or neglect 
o Environmental contamination 
o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 

Inhalants o Mental illness 
o Inhalant-related death 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Cardiovascular collapse 
o Brain damage 
o Unsafe sex/Risky Sexual Behavior 
o Unwanted pregnancy 

o Driving under the influence o Child endangerment or neglect 
o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts  
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 

Opiates o Mental illness 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Unsafe sex/Risky Sexual Behavior 
o Unwanted pregnancy 

o Drug-related arrests 
o Driving under the influence 
 

o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 
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LSD/Other 
Hallucinogens 

o Mental illness 
o Abuse/dependence 
o Unsafe sex/Risky Sexual Behavior 
o Unwanted pregnancy 

o Drug-related arrests 
o Driving under the influence 
 

o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system 

Other Illicit Dugs  o Abuse/dependence 
o drug-induced mental illness 
o drug-related death 
o STDS/AIDS 
o Hepatitis 
o Unsafe sex/Risky Sexual Behavior 
o Unwanted pregnancy 

o Violent crimes 
o Drug related property crime  
o Other crimes related to gaining 

money for drugs  

o Child endangerment or neglect 
o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 

Prescription Drugs o Abuse/dependence 
o Prescription drug-related death 
 

o Violent crimes 
o Drug related property crime  
o Other crimes related to gaining 

money for drugs 
o Arrest 
 
 

o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 

Over-the-Counter 
Medication 

o Abuse/dependence 
o OTC-related death 

o  o Academic failure (youth) 
o Absenteeism-work 
o Absenteeism-school 
o Interpersonal conflicts (arguments, family issues) 
o School expulsion for use at school 
o Financial problems 
o Poor parenting 
o Incarceration of parents 
o Kids placed in “system” 

 


