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FFA Mission Statement 
FFA makes a positive difference 
in the lives of students by developing 
their potential for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education. 

Agricultural Education Mission 
The mission of agricultural education 
is to prepare and support individuals 
for careers, build awareness and 
develop leadership for the food, fiber 
and natural resources systems. 
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6 The FFA Highway 
After 11 visits in nine state the FFA Highway turns 
south making top in the great states of Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texa . Join us as the wheat comes down 
and the temperature go way up. And catch a glimpse 
of a sculpture made of nine Cadillacs and a wheat field. 

12 Swing Shill 
It's been gone for decades, but swing dancing is back. 
Thanks to the Gap khaki commercials featuring swing 
dancing couples and the en1ergence of pop-swing bands 
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy and the Brian Setzer Orchestra, 
young people are crowding the dance halls. 

17 arty ol Four 
Experience the 1998 N ational FFA Convention with 
Courtney Pitts, Jonathan Collier, Angie Neal and John 
H olley all members of the Nettleton FFA Chapter in 
Mississippi. They kindly agreed to let our camera follow 
them for an entire day at the national convention. 

24 Pride of the Yanl,ees 
It takes great players to win a World Series, but it 
takes great ground keepers like Dan Cunningham 
to build a reliable field on which they can play. See 
how Dan and his crew go about their jobs and learn 
a bout careers in sport and golf turf management. 

departments 

2 national oHicer q&a 
4 na stars 

20 what's hoi/what's not 
28 lastlaH 

Check 
out National 

FFA Online 
www.ffa.org 

On the cover: Jonathan Hampton and Gina Puleo, FFA members from Illinois, swing dancing at the 1 998 National FFA Convention. 
Photo bV Shane Morgan. 



one on one with 
• 
IS a rens 

We saw you swing dancing 
at a national FFA conven­
tion dance. Where did you 
learn the fancy footwork ? 

I was a state vice president 
a couple years ago, and I 
learned the steps from a 
couple of South Dakota 
state officers. One of them 
even taught me some flips. 
It is so much fun. 

What went through your 
mind just before you were 
announced as the new 
national FFA president? 

It was a feeling of calm­
ness, knowing that 
throughout the selection 
process I was just myself. 
Yet there was also some 
nervousness and excite­
ment, so everything kind 
of balanced out in my 
head. Elected or no t, I 
wanted the best team to 
be put together to serve 
FFA members. 

How would you describe 
your approach to life? 

Take advantage of the 
opportunities that a re pre­
sented to you. I almost 
didn 't take advantage of 
FFA, having come close to 
not jo ining as a freshman. 
When I did join, I decided 
I vva going to take adva n­
tage of every FFA o pportu­
nity. Another thing I 
alway try to do is to be 
the be t that T an he. l f 
you an ay that some­
thing i '~go )d enough" 
then you ould ha\ done 
a better job. I a lw s 
tr ive fo r e ellen e. 

National officer 

• 

Describe Iowa agriculture. 

We feel that we're in the 
heart of agriculture. I love 
Iowa agriculture because 
the people in Iowa are so 
passionate about it, and 
they love what they are 
doing. For them, it's not 
just a way of making a 
living it's a way of life. 

What's the best part of 
being in college? 

The people you meet. I 
have met some of my best 
friends from my college 
experiences. I also enjoy 
the agronomy and ag 
business classes in my 
degree program. 

What is your dream job? 

I have two dream jobs. 
When I graduate, I would 
like to work for Pioneer 
Hi-Bred. Eventually, I'd 
love to own and operate 
my own agronomy con­
sulting business. 

What is your hon1etown of 
o~age like? 

Osage is a beautiful little 
town, kind of nestled in 
the heart of agriculture. 
We have about 3 400 peo­
ple, and we're proud of 
our three to plights in 
0 age. We' re also known 
a the City of Maples so 
if you come in the fa ll 
it' ab olutely gorgeou as 
you drive down Main 

treet and ee the rna pies 
turning color . ~ 

H ometown: Osage, Iowa 
Age: 20 
Chapter: O sage 

Myron Friesen 
SAE: corn and soybean 
production and placement 
at Ahrens Pioneer Seed 
Education: Sophomore at 
Iowa State University 
Major: Agronomy and 
agriculture business 
My favorite singer: Garth 
Brooks 
Last movie seen: Hope 
Floats 
Car: Chevy Lumina 
(with personalized license: · 
"FFA 4ME" ) 

, I Grandma's 
cinnamon rolls 

TIME LINE 

• joined FFA 

• lost district conduct of 
meetings CDE 

• first place {team and 
individuaD in state ag 
sales CDE 

• sixth place team in national 
ag sales CDE 

• named to Osage Wekfing 
HaD of Fame 

• lost class officer election 

• named to Iowa 
all-state band 

• second place in state job 
interview CDE 

• won state individua1 ag sales 
(X)Jtlpetition 

• elected state 
FFA vice president 

• began studies at Iowa State 
University 

• appointed to Iowa Board 
of Regents by governor 

elected state FFA president 

• elected national 
F FA president 





1-800-COLLECT 

callinganstars 
FFA members selected as 
"FFA Stars" will receive 
$500 from 1-800-COLLECT 
which can be applied to 
the costs of participating 
in the Washington Leader­
ship Conference or an FFA 
International Experience. 
You can nominate yourself 
or any FFA member. Write 
us a note and tell us why 
you think you or your 
nominee is an "FFA Star.' 
See page 28 for more 
details. ~"" • 

KariA Love Seeger 
H er advisor describes her 
a motivated dedicated 
and determined. After 
erving as chapter vice 

pre ident for two years, 
thi 18-year-old Turtle 
Lake-Mercer FFA Chapter 
n1ember i now the ta te s 
northwe t region vice 
prc ~ ident and a freshman 
at North I akota State 

nivcr<; tt \ . In addition to 
• 

her S \F \\ Orki n nur ery 
perati on", fruit .1nJ 

vegetable procluct i ~>t1 
and ernerging agriculrura I 
tech no logy I ari n n i 
now pur uing the m,eri-
an FF Degr e. ' 

MaHhew Burns 
Whether he's volunteering his time with Habitat for 
Humanity, or putting the finishing touches on another 
honor roll semester, 16-year-old Matthew always aims 
high. As the Pendleton FFA Chapter reporter, he helps 
keep the chapter's Food for America program strong 
and is a member of the state champion agricultural 
issues team. Matthew is also on the board of directors 
of the South Carolina Junior Cattleman's Association. 
He plans to study agriculture at Clemson llniversity.~ 

llda Cruz 
Ilda is an active fourth­
year member of the Smith 
Valley FFA Chapter. 
When she isn't busy with 
her home development 
and crop production SA£ 
project Ilda earns 
money by maintaining a 
hal f-acre vegetable gar­
den and picking garlic in 
the summer month . She 
wa recently awarded a 
H oward Hughe cholar-
hip and worked a an 

intern at the Univer ity of 
Nevada-Reno medical 
choo l.~ 

Jesus Colon 
This 17-year-old, who 
hopes to someday be a 
lawyer, enjoys working on 
the Saltos FFA Chapter's 
hydroponics system and 
helping his father on the 
farm. His first language is 
Spanish, but Jesus recently 
put his English to the test 
by competing in the state 
prepared public speaking 
competition. After taking 
econd place, Jesus topped 

off the experience by 
meeting national FFA vice 
president Amber Miller. 
Says Jesus: "I've had the 
best experiences in FFA­
I love it. ' ~ 

Ashley McCann 
Even though this 17 -year­
old Fruitvale FFA Chapter 
member devotes much of 
her time to athletics, stu­
dent council and FFA, she 
is among the top four 
academic students in her 
class. As chapter star 
farmer, president and 
district vice president, 
Ashley raises a heifer and 
spends much of her time 
organizing chapter events. 
Says Cassie Griffin, her 
friend and chapter 
reporter: ''She is not in 
FFA to see what it can do 
for her, but to see what 
she can do for the FFA. "~ 
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www.l800 COL LECT.com 



Part Tht·ee: From Kansas to Texas 

-- ~, 

Seventeen-year-old Darla Strnad driVes her pickUP on 

~ 

the Kansas county highways like she's been at it since 

she was six years old. As she and I headed east on state 
higbWCIY 36, trom Mankato (where we had just eaten 
lunch with her mom) to her family's tarm in Fol'lftOSO• 

Darla showed me the sigbtS and told me aboUt the two 
cows she would soon be showing. As we drove, she 

pointed to the wheat fields and exPlained that if you can 
still see green on the shaft of the wheat• it's not yet readY 
to cut. The northern Kansas harvest was still a or 

two away, which explains whY her older IJrotherS• who run 
their own custom cutting operation, were just finishing ott 

the Oklahoma croP and would soon be baCk in (read 
more about her brO\hei'S TroY and Terrill later in this storY). 

-• ~ELCOME 
10 1\\E 
CEN1ER 

OF iHE US A 

a &UG41 
a pickup Pill 

not 

• 

lhis road trip 
ughllo you 

The New Dodge 



The mere sight of a Dodge Ra1n turns tough guys into teary-eyed ronwntics. What is this a1na~ing power? 
Up to 11,000 lbs. of GVW. Up to 14,200 lbs. of available towing. Up to 5,200 lbs. of available payload) Brute 

get all gooey when they look under the hood, too. Their love interest? A 24-valve Cummins Turbo Diesel 
and a 310-horsepower Magnum® V-10, to name but two options. Hey, what's not to love? 

1-800-4-A-DODGE or www.4adodge.com 
t Dependmg on model. Alway use seat belts. Remember a backseat i the safest place for children. 
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There's always a sense of excitement when the harvest 
begins the air is. filled with chaff, the combines glow in the 
evening fields, and the grain elevators are busier than Grand 
Central Station. Along the wheat belt in the summer months, 
custom cutting crews crawl along county highways from Texas 
to North Dakota. Twenty-nine-year-old Troy and 27-year-old 

•• • • 

Strnad, owners of Strnad Brothers Harvesting, had just 
finished their last cutting job in Oklahoma when I hooked up 
with them. They started their company 11 years ago. Today, 

employ a crew of around 10 and maintain a caravan of 
combines, pickups, grain tanks and a revamped city 
bus called "Speed," where they sleep and eat. 

. \e~\ Q{\a 1ettl~ wneQ\ ct09· 
a I seco{la tfolll \\16 Q~\Q\1011\Q 

S\tt~Q ' ... tit~is\lit~~ u9 
\neit cte" . the whole experience isn't too different from being in 

army the work is hard, you on bunks and the 
members don't have to pay for room or board • 

• 
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Charles Pearce, 1995 NationalAgri-Entrepreneur: 

• 

I 

pursue their idea as well as stu~cnts who 11avt 

.. · actlially started businesses"as their SAEs. 
u--"\nnrnz" Kramer. 1~ -/.,ational ~ .. gri'""··' -B~renetlP. l\llnflf) 

Chapter A~d4150 
• 

NatiotialAwaiiji~I,OOO 
{1 0 given eacll ygar) 

.For mo-re information, ~o~p}ete and 
mail the attgchea reply card, look for 

· iformation on the web at 
or centact Kevin Keith, 

National P:FA Otgti.niza titfn, 
P. 0. lfox 68960, 

r1hdian:apolis1.JN 46268-0960, • 
' 

.~~~~~e-~~~~J~~~ 

• 

Shequilla Pruitt, 1997 National Agri-Entrepreneur 
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When I got to Rotan, I opened the car door and thought I 
had just opened a hot oven that's Texas in June. I met 
chapter advisor Norman Fryar and FFA members Kaleb 
Goodwin and Leslie Jones at the Rotan ag shop. It was 
here that the chapter recently worked on an 
unusual animal science project. It all 
started when a local rancher called in 
saying a two-faced calf had been born. 
Since this was an extremely rare occurrence 
(estimated to happen in one out of every 

50,000 to 100,000 births), the members 
went to see the calf, which was believed 
to have already died. When they 

arrived, the calf was alive, but had been 
abandoned in the pasture by its mother. 
The students decided to try to save the 
calf known as •'Daisy". Sharing the 
care duties and keeping a detailed 
journal as they went, the Rotan 
members nursed the calf for 
nearly a month before its 

condition deteriorated and it 
had to be put to sleep. The 
members say they learned 
a lot about caring for animals 
and gained valuable lessons 
in teamwork and in the 
value of life. 

The Texas heat doesn't 
bother Kaleb Goodwin 
(left) or leslie Jones~:::::_ __ j~ 
they're used to it. 

De· nngton's • 
Panhand' vawce •e and 
Joso. His sh Of. 
a.. 01¥, 
...-•aJnView FFA 

ltel ChaPfer 
_,,: hill tlie ~ 
tflen Pla.vs tlie tile show at 

ta,_ on fiJ 
fit at kK\'N e air 

Of ft 
an infervie When I 

the Texas H IV llrillt James 
.... 5eof 

PoWerful 

laney~ 
in 

Jason a few 
lo aut tile interwietv • 

llger illkiYiSifed Ill 
to have lieen 

an F'FA lhernw 

Texas 
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ails work wear is as rugged, dependable and hard working as you. 

Our Super Duck 12/4 Sidekick Jacket (left} wraps you 
DuPont 

• e 

Per formance Insulations 4 ounces of warm Hollofil® insulation. The new Hooded 

Easy Twill Jacket is as comfortable as it gets with its 

soft-yet-durable outer fabric. So when it's an all-day job, get Walls. 

or e s ore near ou, ca , or see us a www.wa sou oors.com 
• 
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By Chris Hayhurst Photography By Shane organ 

Alter a 40-vear hiatus, 
swing dancing is hot again 



ick up your heel , 
little ister. Grease 
back the hair 

smooth-talkin' daddy-a. 
It's time to swing! 

If yo u re like many 
dance-crazed teenagers 
around the United States, 
you may already be 
dre ed in a pin- triped 
"zoot uit ' or a vin rage 
poodle skirt. Or, at the 
very lea t, you 've proba­
bly seen the Gap "Khaki 
Swing commercial in 
which two bouncing 
young couples bu t loo e 
from a crowd to "Jump 
Jive and Wail" into your 
living room. Or perhap 
you like the mu ic of the 
Cherry Poppin' Daddies, 
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, 
or Royal Crown Revue 

all wing-like-mad band 
that have radio tation 
a ro s the country bop­
ping to the tune of trum­
pet , trombone and 
a ~ ophone . 

wing a dance style 
that first gained populari­
ty in the United tate in 
the 1930 i back. And 
according to Michael 
M o s, publi her of San 
Francisco-ba ed Swing­
Thne magazine it s here 
to ta y. "The wing scene 
i hot," say Mo s w ho 
then lists a nun1ber of 
rea ons why: The mu ic 
i ju t great. The dancing 
i uper fun. And it's 
omething that yo ung 

people can ca ll their own. 
Modern swing is not your 
grandparent wing. ' 

continued on next page 



The t wo most 

popular forms of 

swing are "West 

Coast" and 11East 

Coast." Here's a 

run-down: 

East Coast Swing 

Also known as 

the "jitterbug" or 

"bop," this Gap­

style dance is 

energetic, 

upbeat, and 

improvisational. 

It's done "in the 

round," or in a 

circle with your 

partner. Typical 

music: Big Bad 

Voodoo Daddy. 

West Coast Swing 

Quieter, slower, 

and less ener­

getic than East 

Coast Swing, this 

dance takes 

place in a slot. 

The leader stays 

in place; the fol­

lower, improvis­

ing something 

stylish like a spin 

or f ancy foot­

work , moves 

back and forth 

along the slot. 

Typical music: 

rhythm and 

blues. 

Pictured in the 
foreground on the 
previous page: 
Minooka (Illinois) 
FFA member Gina 
Puleo, 19, and 
Chicago (Illinois) FFA 
member Jonathan 
Hampton, 16. In the 
background (l to R): 
Triton Central 
(Indiana) FFA mem· 
bers David McGown, 
14; Angie Guidry, 16; 
and Cody Dopson, 17; 
Sarah Steele, 16; 
Ryan Kern, 16; 
Rachel Prather, 1 7; 
Drew Arbuckle , 17; 
and Sarah Wager, 18. 

Swingexplosion 
Steve Perry, the lead singer 
of the Cherry Poppin' 
Daddies ("Zoot Suit 
Riot" ), has ca lled this new 
musical flavor "swing-

" . . core an energetic rein-
vention of the swing of 
the past. Others hip to 
the scene have termed it 
"neo-swing," or "rock a­
billy." Whatever people 
want to call it, there 's no 
denying that swing has 
swung and, for that mat­
ter, hit a grand slam. 

The movie "Swingers," 
first released to theaters 
severa l years ago, contin­
ues to do well on video. 
Swinging bands with big­
time names, like Lava y 
Smith and H er Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers, have 
drawn devout local fol­
lowings and have begun 
to turn heads nationally. 
Most states now have 
swing-dance clubs, as do 
Inany high schools and 
youth groups . 

There's even an annual 
U.S. Open Swing D ancing 
Championships, where 
couples from around the 
country and as far away 
as Sing a pore and F ranee 
gather to put their skills 
to the test (one of the 
competition's categories, 
called "Young America," 
is for dancers ages 13 to 
18) . And according to 
Debbie Ram ey a World 
Swing Dance Champion 
and a three-time winner 
of the "Feather Award" 
for be t female swing 
in tructor in the nation­
more people, and e pecial­
ly teenager , are lining up 
for dance le o n today 
than ever before . 

The Gap influence 
'Everybody w8nts to 
learn what they re doing 
on the Gap com mercia l," 
ay Ram ey w ho i cur­

rently teaching the rep 
to 22 member of a 

Raleigh, North Carolina, 
youth group. She has 
found that teenagers are 
especially good at picking 
up the moves because they 
have no fear of trying 
something new, or at 
least, as she puts it, "new 
to them." 

Swing dancing, which 
is a form of partner danc­
ing, " is really a three­
minute relationship on the 
dance floor," says Ramsey. 
"And it's either a good 
relationship or a bad rela­
tionship." Those that do 
best use good communica­
tion, are understanding, 
and have patience. "It's 
something you learn," 
adds Ramsey. "You don't 
just look at a picture and 
say 'OK, I can do that, ' 
and go out and jerk your 
friends around. You have 
to put time and energy 
into learning how to do it 
properly." 

The road10 swing 
If you're willing to 
follow an instructor, 
the rewards can be 
great. First, 
you'll be in 
excellent 
shape. 
According 
to Ramsey, 
swing dane-
• • 

Ing IS very 
physical . 
Expert 
dancers do 
what are 
called "aeri­
als" maneu­
vers that 
require the 
guy to flip the 
girl into the air, 
who then pro­
ceed to twi t 
and turn on her 
way back to the 
ground. Needless 
to ay such 
move are 
re erved for 
experienced 
dancer a nd 

should never be attempted 
without instruction. 

Second, you'll find _that 
dressing up for a swing­
ing-good time can be fun. 
Guys can wear anything 
from jeans and a T-shirt 
to bowling garb (including 
the shoes) to a 1940s-sty le 
custom-made suit with a 
vintage straw hat. Girls 
can wear black slacks 
with suspenders and a T­
shirt, or they can go with 
a poodle skirt and bob by 
socks. Ultimately, says 
Ramsey, the point is that 
swing dancing isn't for­
mal: If you like, you can 
wear what you wear to 
school. 

Finally, anyone can 
swing. All you need to do 
is organize a group of 
friends with whom to take 
lessons, and you'll be on 
your way. Who knows, 
maybe someday you'll 
jump, jive, and wail your 
way out of the ballrooms 
and school dances and 
onto the stage of the U.S. 

Open awards 
ceremony. ~ 



• 

-

• 

. u ... , 
0 t 0 t 

' 

n ernationa ro s 

e e rate ears! 
Since 1949, National FFA has been offering 
international experiences that tal<e members ''Beyond 
Their Borders''! Here's how you can get involved: 

• Travel to Europe, Latin America, the United 
l(ingdom or the South Pacific for one weel< to one 
year on a travel seminar or homestay program 

• Host a student from abroad for 1 0 months and have 
them join your FFA chapter 

In celebration of 50 years of service, National FFA is 
offering a $50 discount to be used toward an FFA 
International Program. just clip the coupon below and 
send it to the National FFA Organization along with 
your application when you apply for an FFA 
international experience. You will receive a $50 
reduction in the program cost. 

Call toll -free 1-888-332-7853 for a free international 
inforrnation pacl<et and application. 

Check out our homepage by logging on at 
http:/ / www.agriculture.com/ contents/ FFA/ student/ travel/ 

This coupon entitles you to a $50 
discount on any 
FFA international 

• experience 
JfiRfl that departs the 

U.S. prior to 12/31/99. 

This coupon may be duplicated. Only one discount per participant, per program. 
Coupon must accompany application to be valid. The Costa Rica Stars and Proficiency Seminar is excluded from this offer. 

u 

' 

0 

0 
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FFA 

t's 8:14 a.m. on Thursday 

morning. Courtney Pitts, 

Jonathan Collier, Angie Neal 

and John Holley all members 

of the Nettleton FFA Chapter in 

Mississippi are in Kansas City 

for the 1998 National FFA 
Convention. After a 16-hour 

drive, they are ready to experience 

the convention, and they have 

generously agreed tq let FFA 

New Horizons follow them for 

the entire day with a camera. We 

start our day in Bartle Hall, the 

center of convention activity. 

Courtney Pitts, Angie Neal, Jonathan Collier 
and John Holley (L to R) 
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8:31 a.m. 
They had been at the 
convention for less than an 
hour and already they were 
signing autographs. No, 
Courtney, Jonathan, Angie 
and John are not celebri­
ties they're just taking 
part in a convention tradi­
tion in which FFA members 
try to get other FFA mem­
bers from each state and 
territory to sign their 
convention guidebook. 

This autograph exchange 
took place shortly after 
they entered the FFA 
na tiona! agricultural 
career how, where 325 
e hibitor ranging fro1n 
AGCO to Auburn Univer i­
ty to the U DA competed 
f r the attention of thou-
ands of FFA metnber . 

· :08 a. 
Be au the Nettleton FFA 

bapter i e tabli hing an 
aq ua ul ture program, 

.Jour tncy, J nathan Angie 
and John ~ pent th better 
~ art of an hour ta ll ing to 

• rcprc cntJttve at tvvo 

aquaculture-related 
exhibits, learning about 
the la test classroom 
software and equipment. 

10:02 a.m. 
H andcuffed and jailed at 
the career show and all 
before noon. Before we 
could post ba il for these 
hardened criminals, the 
FFA sheriff released 
Courtney, Jonathan, 
Angie and John on their 

own recognizance. The 
crime? T hey hadn 't given 
enough thought to becom­
ing agriculture teachers. 
After being released, they 
were ent through a 
labyrinth lined with agri­
cultural education facts. 

11 :18 a.m. 
Ford , Chevy and Dodge 
attracted huge crowd at 
the career how vvith 
fla hy ca r , p icku p and 
port uti I i ty vehicle . 

Courtney, Jonathan, Angie 
and John couldn't re i t 

• 

Dodge's van-j am, a con­
test to see how many FFA 
members could be packed 
into a plain white utility 
van . Courtney, Jonathan, 
Angie and John gave it a 
shot, but couldn't match 
the 71 FFA m embers who 

somehow squeezed their 
way into the van the day 
before. No injurie to FFA 
members or the va n were 
reported, though John's 
face had to be peeled off 
the da h board. 

12:20 p.m. 
Waiting 30 minute for a 
Domino' pizza i tan­
dard procedure, e cept 
when you' re waiting in 
line. But that 's wha t hap ­
pen at the FFA food court 
when a tho usand people 

• • 
want pepperoni ptzza at 

the same time. Fortunately, 
the general session going 
on across the street at 
Municipa l Auditorium 
was simulcast on huge 
video monitors here. So, 
everyone got to hear 
motivational speaker Les 
Brown speak while the 
pizzas baked. 

1:02 p.m. 
No national FFA conven­
tion experience would be 
complete without a stop 
at the FFA shopping mall. 
You can buy CDs, clo thes, 
jewelry, boots, toy trac­
tors, pe rsonalized business 
cards and cowboy hats. 
Though Courtney and 
Angie weren 't in the mar­
ket to buy hats, they had 
fun trying on these stylish 
Stetsons . 

1:42 p.m. 
Courtney, Jonathan, Angie 



and John crossed the street 
to attend the convention's 
second general session at 
Municipal Auditorium. 
After a high-powered 

• openmg ceremony, com-
plete with laser light show, 
smoke machines and 
ground-shaking music, 
they had the opportunity 
to hear Shannon Wilcox's 

emotional retiring address 
and the adventures of 
storm chaser Warren 
Faidley, who was a techni­
cal advisor on the movie 
"Twister. " 

3:28p.m. 
Near the end of theses­
sion, Courtney, Jon a than, 
Angie and John charged 
the stage to cheer on their 
fellow N ettleton FFA 
Chapter members who 
came onstage to accept a 
plaque for their chapter 's 
one star ranking in the 

national chapter a ward 
program. 

4:41 p.m. 
After sitting for nearly 
three hours, Courtney, 
Jonathan , Angie and John 
decided it was time to get 
some fresh air at the plaza 
across the street from the 
auditorium. Unlike the 
two prior years, the tem­
peratures in Kansas City 
reached the 60s during the 

• 

convenuon. 

5:10p.m. 
The waiting line for the 
pull-up bar at the 
Marines' career show 
exhibit had been too long 
earlier in the day, so 
Jonathan and John came 
back. They both took shots 
at the current standing con­
vention record of 26 pull-

ups. Both fell short of the 
record, but the Marines on 
hand told us that with 
a few short week of boot 
camp, Jonathan and John 
could probably break 
that record. 

5:15p.m. 
With hunger and exhau -
tion kicking in, Courtney 
who chose not to take 
part in the Marines' pull­
up contest, waited down­
stairs with Angie . 

6:47p.m. 
After deciding not to wait 
an hour for a table at a 
Japanese restaurant, 
Courtney, Jon a than, Angie 
and John decided to try 
Otto's M alt Shop, a '50s­
style diner with tattooed 
waiters, Partridge Family 
memorabilia on the walls, 
and dangerous! y greasy 
food. Even though the 
shakes were served in 
plastic cups, Otto's still 
received a thumbs up 
from the Nettleton crew. 

9:38p.m. 
Back at the H oliday Inn 
Express for a clothes 
change, card game, chap­
ter rendezvous and the 
latest episode of E.R . 
Next stop: the FFA dance. 

11:26 p.m. 
With the D] spinning an 
eclectic mix Alan Jack-
son , Led Zeppelin, the 
Brian Setzer Orchestra and 
Digital Underground the 
FFA dance attracted thou­
sands of FFA members. 
With two huge video moni­
tors, spotlights and a huge t-

= sound system, the place ; 
was hopping. The D J threw ~ 

;;' 
in a few ballads to allow co 

for some slow dancing, as 
demonstrated here by 
Jonathan and Angie . ~ 

~ c 
I» 

~ ... 
U) 
U) 
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Lisa Ahrens 
Iowa 
national president 

Ohio 
national region 
vice president 

Charles Pearce 
Wisconsin 
American 
Star farmer 

Abby Doughei'IV 
Indiana 
national 

Jose Santiago 
Puerto Rico 

• 

national southem region 
vice president 

Andrew tvuren 
Iowa 
America star 
in agribusiness 

• 

Andy 
Kansas 
nationalcenual~on 
vice president 

James Garner 
California 
national western region 
vice president 

National chapter 
models ol 

ation awards 

Ohio 
student development 

Spencer FFA 
Wisconsin 
chapter development 

Iowa 
community 
development 

• 

, www.ffa.org fot complete listings of CD , proficiency award and other results • 

• 

Thanlls again to the to/lowing 

tor their generous support of 
the National FFA Convention 

American Royal Asscciation, Inc. 

City of Kansas City 

Farmland Industries, Inc. 

Hallmarlc Corporate Foundation 

Kansas City Southern Industries, lncJ 
Kansas City Southern Railway 

The Kansas City Star Company 

NalionsBank Midwest 

North American Salt Company 

Sprint Foundation 

John and Judy Wempe 

Bayer Corporation·, Agriculture Division 

Buller Manufacturing Company Foundation on 
behalf ol Butler Rural Buildings and Lester · 
Building Systems 

Commerce Bank, N.A. 

Sprint/United Telephone Midwest 

For the 32nd straight year, the National FFA Foundation, led by Chairman Charles Fischer of the Dow AgroSciences, 

set a record level of support- $ 7 ,20 1,000 for FFA and agricultural education programs. In addition to the annual funds 

raised for these purposes, Fischer announced that $5,206,000 had been pledged to the "I Believe in the Future" 

capital campaign to relocate the FFA center to Indianapolis. 



Our 71-year mn with • City is over, but we're 

about the 1999 FFA • 1n 
Kentucky. Wdh over 49,000 attendees at last 

in .. City-and more expected this 

look fonvanl to the many advantages 

FFA convention floor 

more hotel rooms, more parking, 

cnl a location that is closer to 111ore FFA members. 

but we've the the 

from to October so that members from 

longer have to through 

onler to get to the convention. The 1999 nm 
October 28 to 30. 

• 
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chapter should have already 

preview video. If you it, you 

you more 

a Louisville convention 

view it onlne at 
www.ffa.org. We be on 
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and the 1999 FFA . .. 
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game is on the dirt that's 
where we've got to push 
our efforts." Dan says that 
the dirt (called the "skin" 
in baseball talk) is one of 
his biggest challenges. 
"Most of our infielders like 
the skin kind of damp, to a 
point where it's not too 
wet or too dry," he says. 
"You want it to have sure 
footing and you want it to 
have consistent ball hops. " 

To know if the skin is 
producing consistent ball 
hops for the infielders, Dan 
has to know the fundamen-, 

tals of baseball, and he has 
to be able to communicate 
with the players. With the 
quality work that Dan and 
his crew do, there aren't 
many complaints from 
players. But if there are, 
Dan says, nine times out of 
ten it will be about the dirt. 

So, from his vantage 
point in the first base pho­
tographers' booth, Dan 
watches each game with a 
close eye on the infield and 
on the game. He'll notice if 
shortstop Derek Jeter is 
getting the right ball hops, 
or if David Cone is strug­
gling to keep his footing on 
the pitching mound. 

• 

Tales lrom the ouHield 
When it comes to the out­
field, Dan uses a blend of 
bluegrass and perennial rye 
because of its durability in 
the northern climate. 
Because the field 
reg uires a lot of 
overseeding, 
Dan says the rye 
gra works 
great because it 
comes up and 
germinate quickly. 

Because the mowing 
patterns are easily visible 
on TV and in the stands, 
mowing is the part of the 
ground crew's job that gets 
the most attention. But 
don't look for Dan to be 

• • • 

mowtng z1gzag patterns 1n 
the house that Babe Ruth 
built. "I'm just not a big 
fan of all the craziness," 
Dan admits. Using two 
basic mowing patterns, the 
"diamond" and the 
"straightaway, " Dan 
strives to "keep it simple, 
yet classic." 

Mower blades aren't the 
only blades that have been 
used in this outfield. Before 
game one of the 1996 
World Series, New York 
got so much rain that the 
game had to be postponed. 
To help dry up the 
drenched outfield the next 
day, Yankees management 
called in the blow dryers­
two NYPD helicopters, 
which hovered in(hes over 
the field for two hours. 

"It work~d to a point," 
Dan explains. "We have a 
heavy, clay, silty soil there, 
and once that moisture gets 
locked down in there, the 
helicopter is really not 
doing much more than 
putting on a good show." 

Breaking in 
Dan came out of the turf 
management program at 

• 

Rhode Island University. 
He had originally started 
out as a banking and 
finance major, but gravitat­
ed toward turf manage­
ment toward the end\ of his 
sophomore year. 

After working at vari­
ous golf courses, he joined 
the Yankees crew ten years 
ago and has been the head 
groundskeeper for the last 
five years. 

Dan says that either a 
two- or four-year degree 
in turf management can 
get you in the door. A 
four-year degree can be 
more beneficial, he says, 
because it gives you a bet-
ter background in other · 
areas, which is helpful if 
you make a career change 
later on. 

Preparing a field for two 
World Series championship 
teams has. made Dan's job 
a fun and exciting one. In 
fact, when we talked with 
Dan, just a week after the 
World Series ended, he was 
hard at work getting the 
field ready for the filming 
of a movie directed by 
Kevin Costner which takes 
place at Yankee Stadium. 

The job doesn't go with­
out its challenges, however. 
Dan says you have to get 
used to working long hours 
during the season, and you 
always have to be ready to 
go into extra innings with 
Mother Nature. l\: 
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P.O. Box 68960 
, IN 

46268-0960 
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Please take a mo ent to till out this su ev 
student services team. lrom the Nationa F 

Mail to the address at the lett wllh tot· withoUt) your "What's Hot/What's Not" survey. 

1. Are you aware that the National FFA offers international opportunities for FFA members? 
Yes No 

2. Would you participate in an FFA international travel experience? (choose one) 

Yes, I have participated. 
Yes, I plan to participate .. 
1 would If I had the money. 
I would If my parents would let me. 

No) I have too many responsibilities. 
No, I am not interested. 
lltoJ1~1 know enough aboullt 

3. If you could visit anv place in the world, where would you go? (check your top three) 

China 
Germany 

Costa Rica 
Greece 

Australia 
France 
Russia United ICingdom Vitgin Islands 

Call 1-888-332-7853 for more information. 

the nali 

Simply give us a call at 
we'll 

schedule your viSit. The National 
FFA Center, located in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, the National FFA 
Organization, the National FFA 
Foundation and the National FFA 
Alumni. Guided tours are led by 

• 

national and are conducted 
year-round (except for some 
holidaYs). If you are unable to 
visit the center in person, be 
sure to access the virtual tour 
at 

oCCOIJJea 
I,.·ofessio•Jal Welder! 
Earn good money with 
a rewarding career. 
High School grads 
attend from 
23 states. 
Financial aid 
for qualified 
students. Lie. 
by OBPVS 

Jason A. McCoy, FFA-West Virginia 

Seniors call for free Welding Video: 
1-800-WELD PRO 

TULSA WELDING SCHOOL 
3038 Southwest Blvd. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74107 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

For almost 20 years, Profit Potentials has helped 
thousands of groups raise the money they need with 
Fast, Simple and Easy fund raising. Our "Catalog of 
Fundraising Ideas" includes a variety of proven 
products that offer BIG PROFITS for all gr_oup sizes. 
Call for your FREE guide, "Easy Steps to a 
Successful Fundraiser." 

Ask about our exciting Prize Program! 

FREE CATALOG 
Call our 24 hr. TOLL-FREE line 

or mail this coupon TODAY! 
1 280 

PROFIT POTENTIALS 
451 Black Forest Road, Hull, lA 51239-7499 

Name 

Group 

Address 

City State Zip 

~hone( ) 
~ • 
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I 
I 
I 
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I 
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rAnimal lovers! I Home study prepares you for great jobs 

I in animal care and veterinary assistance. 
Free literature: 800.223-4542 

I Name Age _ 

Address Phone ..:....._( -'--) __ 

, 
I 
I 
I 

I C1ty/State Zip __ 

School of Animal Science, Dept. CCA634 
L.:CDI. 6065 Roswell Road. Atlanta . GA 30328-



Q: W hat does a bald 
rancher say? 
A: I need mohair. 

JenniferDa als 
Burleson, Texas 

Q: Why was the soap 
looked down upon? 
A: It was fo und in bars 
and made of lyes. 

Kateweitzel 
Bellville) Ohio 

Q: What's an oyster 's 
favorite rock band ? 
A: Pearl Jam. 

BenjaminAcedo 
Lomita) California 

Q: W hy was Frankenstein 
arre ted for throwing 
a party? 
A: H e threw it across the 
Grand Canyon. 

Douglas Pierce 
Chandler, 0 klahon-za 

• 

Q: What do you say to 
a dead robot ? 
A: Rust in peace. 

Toddsuse 
Auburn) Iowa 

. 

Q: W hat do you call a 
truck hauling a dozen 
and a half pigs ? 
A: An 18-sq uealer. 

Ben storey 
Saratoga) Texas 

Q: W hy did the cowboy 
buy a dachshund 
(wiener dog)? 
A: Folks kept telling him 
to get a long little dogey. 

Morgan Majors 
Stevensville) Montana 

Q: Why did the chicken 
join the band? 
A: H e had the drumsticks. 

MichaeiVallijo 
Easton, California 

"~¥." 
r10 by Jim Bradshaw 

l CA N'r Gel OVER "tow FONN'( 
\l\~E Jo~s A'i£ IN L.MT LAFF. 

I 

WHAT s A "orase'~ 
y~'JDR~ SPoRt"~ 

tJ o DUMIAJe-S. 
STABLE TEN~IS, 

Q: Why was the bride 
unlucky on her wedding 
day? 
A: Because she didn't 
marry the best man. 

Brooke Metzger 
Thorntown) Indiana 

Q: What does a duck wear 
to the prom? 
A: A duxedo . 

• 

Rickie Young 
Higdon) Alabama 

Q: What did the veterinari­
an use to fix the 
chimpanzee's broken arm? 
A: A monkey wrench. 

Aaron Wilson 
OmakJ Washington 

Q: What eight-letter word 
has only one letter in it? 
A: Envelope. 

Jordan 
Marion, South Dakota 

LOOK GUY~ ! WUA'r ARe WE 
DoltJ& IN THE COMIC. ST~Jf1? 

FFA New Horizons will pay 
$5.00 for each joke selected 
for Last Laff. In case of joke 
duplication, payment will be 
for the first one received. 

To submit a nomination for 
" FFA Stars," tell us why you 
think you or your nominee is 
an "FFA Star." You must also 
include the following: color 
photo, name, address, phone 
number, chapter and birthdate 
of nominee, as well as your 
name and phone number 
(if different). 

Jokes and nominations for " FFA 
Stars" must be addressed to: 

FFA New Horizons 
Attn: Twana Griffin 
P. 0. Box 68960 . 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 

Contributions cannot be 
acknowledged or rehlrned. 

LOOK AT 
MY HAlft! 

wH"'T t>o '{ou 
-...;.!~T F~oM US! 
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Winning a classic 4020 tractor is just 
the beginning of a bright future for 
Kaylin Hedrick. Kaylin, who was 
chosen from over 100,000 entries in 
the 5th annual John Deere Credit 
"We Understand Getting Started 
Classic 4020 Tractor Program'; 
brought the tractor home to 
Monroeville, Ohio. "I was surprised 
that I could actually win," said Kay lin. 

The "We Understand Getting 

lJ.nderstand 

g Started Program." 
' 

Started Program" is just 
one of the many ways 
John Deere Credit helps 
FFA students get a head 
start in farming. We 
also offer innovative 

financing plans featuring flexible 
terms and down payments, plus 
competitive variable and fixed 
interest rates. John Deere Credit 
customers enjoy the convenience of 
on-the-spot financing, flexible 
leasing options, and much more. 

For more information on these 
programs, call John Deere Credit at 
1-800-468-8516, ext.898. We'll get 
you started in the right direction. 
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traducing Justin Ropers and Westerns with Double 
ComforflM Technology. This amazing innovation combines 
the popular profiles of Justin Ropers and Classic Westerns 
with the innovative f eatures of Justin's DoLtble ComfortrM 
Techno log . The result? A boot that looks better and feels 
better than an other boot in the land. 

TM 

THE BODY CUSHION® insole insert 
provides 1naximum shock absorption and 
substantial arch support. The Tent~ 
cover, a soft, supple fabric designed to 
wick away moisture and provide a 
comfortable suiface f or the f oot, is backed 
by triple density urethane that is soft 
enough to cradle the f oot and strong 
enough to (( remernber" its original shape 
under heavy, extended pressure. 

THE ORTHOTIC TEXON®/PORON® 
INSOLE A bio-mechanically comfort­
correct insole delivering resiliency 
through each stage of walking. 

BOOTS 

Quality Boots Since 1879 

Justin Boot Company 
Fort Worth Texas 

www.justinboots.com 

0 1<>9 Ju.~un Boot Company JU -:!079FanCorp 9 
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