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Not far from New Orleans' French Quarter, the 

Audubon Zoo is home to over 1,500 wild animals. 

Plus Boomer™ the revolutionary com pact tra ctor · 

from New Holland. 

Naturally, the Zoo relies on Boomer's performance 

for all kinds of tough assignments. After all, 

Boomer features plenty of power, along with all 

the versatility you need to get big jobs done in 

tight spaces. 

Still, April and the passengers on the Boomer­

powered trams seem to appreciate Boomer's 

maneuverability and dependability most of all. 

Especially around feeding time. 

Boomer's designed to be the Ultimate Power Tool 

when it comes to taming your jungle, too. All the 

more reason to see it in its natural habitat -

at your New Holland Dealer. 

1\EW HOLLAf\D 
TM 

n-IE ULTlMATE POWER TOOL www.newholland .com/ na 



May/June/July 2 000 

FFA Mission Statement 
FFA makes a positive 
difference in the lives of 
students by developing 
their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth 
and career success through 
agricultural education. 

Agricultural Education Mission 
The mission of agricultural 
education is to prepare and 
support individuals for careers, 
build awareness and develop 
leadership for the food, fiber 
and natural resources systems. 

~overstorv 

24 E-mail & Beyond 
... way beyond! FFA members are burning up the road 
on the information highway, but Internet use and 
exploration doesn't stop with electronic messages. 
Read how one FFA chapter claimed its spot on the 
World Wide Web, and what the Internet offers you. 

features 

Careers in ou 111 
You've probably seen their videos and heard their songs, 
but now go behind the scenes to see how teenaged 
country music artists juggle life 's demands of education, 
relationships and life on the road. 

12 sa ou 
Meeting FFA members at national convention offered 
encouragement to 16-year-old singer Jessica Andrews. Raised 
in a "farm town," Jessica is beginning to see hard work, 
patience and goal-setting pay off in her new career. 

21 Teens in Tune Town 
FFA-aged country entertainers are applying proven elements 
of success on their road to the top. The road is long with 
plenty of bumps along the way. These teens, though, never 
counted on smooth sailing through the competitive, 
demanding world of country music. 

30 Career Focus: Small Animal Care 
Pets are a major, and growing, part of everyday life. 
Job opportunities in animal care from kennel technician 
to pet sitter are flourishing. But competition is keen, 
and proper preparation is a must for success in this 
rewarding career area. 

departments 
6 national officer q&a 
8 na stars 

14 na in action 
28 body & soul 
32 your money 
34 whwn results/survey 
36 lastlan Check 

out National 
FFA Online 
www.ffa.org 

On the cover: Childress, Texas, FFA "webmasters" (from left) Nick Oldham, Kyle Christopher, Kim lamb, Leah Crosby and Daniel Verastegul. 
Photo by Shane Morgan 
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one on one with 

\XIha t have rou le ~1 rned so 
• 

fa r a bout \' o u r n 3 tiona I 
• 

officer rean1? 

First of all, I have lea rned 
that college game days can 
get ugly. We have a gator, 
bulldog, wi ldcat, boilermaker 
and a buckeye. This combi­
nation can be deadly. Serious­
ly, though I love my fellow 
officer . The e five people are 
amazing and will be best 
friend for the rest of my life. 

\\lhar\ the n1 . .:1in lesson vou 
• 

learned fron1 vour oHict r 
• 

trip to J::1pan? 

Don 't ask what you are 
ea ting! ] a pan is an am azing 
country, but the customs, 
language and lifestyle are so 
incredibly different. Our 
entire team learned how to 
be ad venturo u and be open 
to new ideas . Whether it 
wa ea ting raw fish o r get­
ting ~~ bea t up ' by karate 
black belts, we experienced 
new things every day. 

'{ou tnentioned state FFA 
con\ entions .. 1s ,:1 highlight 

'- '-

of vour ve 1r -.;o far \Vh\? 

I have had the opportunity 
to vi it the Michigan and 
California conventio ns. 
They were unbelievable! 
Spending time with member 
is my absolute favorite p art 
of being a nationa l offi cer. 
I have danced my legs off, 
met so many new friends, 
worked with amazing tate 
officers a nd witne ed 
tudents achiev ing their 

dream . What m ore could 
you a k for? 

National officer 

I f You h :.1 d n 't been 
• 

electt:d'\ \Vhat \vould 
you he doing nO\\' ? 

I would pro bably be asleep 
in my dorm room or playing 
a mean game of pingpong in 
the commons area . College 
life is wonderful , and if I 
were not elected, I would be 
enjoying friends and hitting 
the book at school. 

\\lh ~H does 'our fan1ilY 
o' • 

do during .. 1nv free time 
'- " 

.1 t hun1t? 

My mom, dad , three older 
si ter and I love to sit 
around as a family and 
sing go pel songs . We 
are definitely not the 
Back treet Boys, but 
it i rea lly fun to 
pend tirne a a 

fami ly and sing 
"HoLu Great Thou 
Art"," ing and 
be Happy" and 
"An1a""ing Grace." 

\\ 'h,lt's the "Lulpture 
,·ou're holdtng? 

• 

The ymbol in m y 
picture i a DNA model. 
I fee l that techno logy 
wi ll revolutionize the 
agricultural indu try: 
in the future . 
It ' e citing to 
ee how FFA 

• • 

1 prepanng 
tudent for 

the ro les that 
w ill need to 
be fill ed. ~ 

\. 

Portales, New Mexico 

~ 20 

Texico FFA 

Bill Morrison 

Valencia peanuts 
and beef production 

sophomore, 
Austin College 

agricultural 
education 

Home-cooked enchiladas 

Riding dirt bikes 
and snow skiing 

Avalon, Creed 
'97 silver Ford 

with extended cab and 
flared sides 

TIMELINE 

• joined FFA 

• elected Texico Greenhand 
vice president 

• won state FFA Creed 
Speaking Contest 

• elected chapter senti~ 

• competed in national Prepared 
Public Speaking CDE 

• elected state FFA vice president 

• competed in national Extemp-
oraneous Speaking CDE 

• named District Star Farmer 

• elected state FFA president 

• on national reserve 
champion parliamentary 
procedure team 

• elected national western 
region vice president 

• national finalist for oil crop 
production - entrepreneurship 
proficiency award 

baker@fta.orgl 
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Visit farmbid.com and see what every FFAGChapter is talking about! 
Sign up for Free E-mail or send a Digital Postcard! Join the hundreds 
of FFAemembers in our Cool Chat Rooms! 
What are you waiting for? Go to ... 

Contests • Free E-mail • Chat, Boards & Instant Messaging • Digital Postcards 

http:/ /www.farmbid.com/ffa 
Tel: 1-877-532-7624 E-Mail:info@farmbid.com 

farmbid.com is proud 
to sponsor the FFA 
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...-:;:;;.ca IIi n g an sta ts 
To nolpinate yourself or 
another FFA member for 
"FFA Stars," drop us a 
detailed note telling us 
why you or your nominee 
is a star. Include a photo 
and the nominee s name, 
address, phone, birthda te, 
FFA advisor s name and 
phone. If nominating 
someone else include your 
name and phone number. 

FFA New Horizons "Stars" 
P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 

Bar 
During the 1999 National 
FFA Convention, Chad 
became the first American 
FFA Degree recipient ince 
the M apleton chapter ' 
reestablishment five year 
ago . Fourteen member 
joined Chad at the con­
vention, all participating 
in various events. For 
Chad, 19, the American 
degree is a culmination of 
hard work and up_port 
from his parent and 
teachers. "Little tep get 
you further in life than no 
teps," Chad say . Hi 
tep on the convention 

. . . 
stage are an 1n p1ra t1on to 
other who'll fol low. 

en1bers n1aking a difference 

• • 

FFA New Horizons 
Star Teacher 

I P.O. Box 68960 
• Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 

FFA New Horizons is saluting the nation's agricultural education teachers. 
The magazine plans to feature a teaching "star" in upcoming issues, just 
like we feature FFA members on the "Stars" page. Send us a good photo 
of an agriculture teacher you think is special, and tell us why. Include 
your phone number, and a number lor the teacher, so we can let them 
know they'll be in FFA New Horizons. We can only use one 
nominee each time, so tell us about your star teacher today! 

Torri Hasseler 
Torri 17, ay he first 
joined Carthage FFA a 
omeone " really shy and 

quiet," but now she's 
~'out poken and lo ud. '' 
Torri grins a t her own 
elf-de cri ption, but she 

truly does have much to 
mi le a bout regarding 

FFA. She ro e thro ugh the 
rank of leadership, serv­
ing a chapter sentinel, 
then sub-district president 
a nd tri -county area dis­
trict pre ident. H ard work 
behind the cenes included 
attending conventions, 
chapter field trips, contest 
participation and earning 
her tate FFA Degree. 'k 

-
, 
I 

lint Mil e 
Clint, 18, is known for 
outstanding achievement 
in both FFA a nd a thletic . 
Fellow members say, 
tho ugh, tha t "Clint i 
continuo usly kind to 
those around him, while 
sti ll finding time to be 

.. . . . .. '' active In FFA acttvttt es . 
Clint has served as Sta r­
m ont FFA treasurer, 
president of the agricul­
tural issues team, and 
member of champion 
dairy judging and meats 
team s. H e also m akes the 
honor ro ll while earning 
all-state honors in foot­
ball and a ll-conference in 
other sport . ~ 

Andrea Turbeville 
Since age 12, Andrea has 
worked extensively on her 
family's diversified live­
stock and crop operation 
near Dresden. While 
farming Andrea also won 
the District FFA Creed 
Speaking Contest as a 
freshman. The next year 
she won the District 
Prepared Public Speaking 
Contest, and also earned 
a leadership award at the 
1999 state FFA camp. 
Andrea, 17, recently 
repeated as district speak­
ing champion and placed 
second regionally. She 
hopes to use her speaking 
a bility as a teacher. 'k 

• 



•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Join the HighWired.co'm network today. It's the fast • 

and easy way to build your school's web site. AH you • 

need is a computer with an lntemet connection! • • • And it's easy to grow your site, simply by using the • 

HighWired publishing tools created expressiy for 

high school educators and students. 

So get online with HighWired.com. We're over 

10,000 high schools in 65 countries and growing. 

Join us! 

YOUR SCHOOL'S HOME, ONLINE 

For High School Principals,Assistant 
Principals, Technology Coordinators 
and High School Webmasters 

YOUR CLASSROOMS 

For individual classroom teachers 
and administrators 

You~ STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

For club officers, advisers and 
student groups 

YOUR SCHOOL SPORT- S 

For coaches, athletic directors, 
team managers and players 

YOUR GUIDANCE 0FFI C: E 

For counselors and advisers 

I YOUR SCHOOL PAPER 

For student journalists, editors 
and newspaper advisers 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
· You ·R PERsoNAt W e,s TooLKIT • 

[_~ For students, teachers and • 
---- · administrators • 

Jackson County High School FFA 

ONLINE 
~ EKU cp:Anc AenddtN! 
~ Mmtcafi!'t'l 

(( a.. ,. ....... 1 ... .......w ,.., " - ·- ....... trtJ e.. -
~._ tlw)o pndi<ri a loo ...S Cbt ltllo u ... """~ _,.,..._- ...,- I ., _.., 

_ tudents access our chapter site 

to check on upcoming events and 

see what's going on. When students 

I BTWTr r 

• 1 .. 
H9'ti~ O. v ) ~ • • l t t f 

• ... u uu u u ~ 

l4 If U 19 2't U D I 

~srnrxrr n,.,. ,. "u " -.o 
... ' 17'1! £!!' "z=:t "nt 
lg t 2uo31 

see their pictures on the computer, they get v ery excited and 

'' motivated to be more involved in the chapter. 

(( 

- ince we became a part of the H igh Wired. con1 global high 

school network, students have become n1ore projicient at using 

the computer, writing and using other technologies . 

H igh Wired. com offers an outstanding educational resource 

that promotes our programs and schools locally, as w ell as 

'' world wide, for FREEl 

Visit 

• 

.highwired.com/mag/ffa 
today to learn more! 

• 
• 

The global high school community 

.. 

* 
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/hen teenaged te£ord-
mg artist Jessica 

rc~~,. ~~~..~ __.. Andrf!w& Jl'let throngs 
metubers at last 

~t0nven-

ne gah~tti a bil\ dose 
;.,...,. oa her toad 

,'~:. 
$\l¢eess. 
.:country fa~ especially 

.PPA mmnbers, are very ~-· 
~~.ag.Q1Jg,." sa¥s Jessica, 

~$.~1t herwarm 
reception in Louisville. At 
Nashville, Tennessee's, 
Grand Oltr Opcy show 
rt~dy, many of country 
mumc's legendary perform­
ers excited the crowd, but 
only jessica drew younger 
fans to the stage area for a 
quick photo. Jessica realizes 
she's among the newest 
young generation of country 
singers, and she continues to 
draw on family, friends and 
fans for support. 

.... 
' I I I I ;.. ~ ... .... 

''When I walk out on this 
stage, most people may 
think I'm very nervous," jes­
sica tells the Opey crowd. 
"But it's almost like all of 
my musical heroes who've 
been here befere are whis­
pering, 'Don't worry, just do 
YOllJr. best and it'll be all 
tigbt.'tt 

GtvJb.a J.t "llet best" i~ 
nothing to ~ta, whd 
grew uP, Ht1nugdon, 
Tennessee, surroujied, Qy a 

ig, musical family .. the 
rAndrews clan still enjoys 

andilessica 
1'just li$Je.Airtgtt 

as a little girl. T~ ane 
day lier ek~ionattalent 
begap to bloom, aDd her 
.confidenee soared. 

I I I 

r-1" 
I l ;.. ~ ... 

"When I was 10, I was 
singing the Whitney Hous­
ton/Dolly Parton song 'I 
Will Always Love You, ... " 
Jessica remembers .. "My 
sister heard me sing and 
talked my parents into 
listening to me. They all 
talked me into singj.ng more, 
and have been tremendous 
supporters ever since.'' 

Although she's still a 
teenager, Jessica has 
impressed critics with her 
''soulful expression" of a 
song. But the emotion she 
pours into a performance 
is born from experience 
and pain . 

Jessica faced a potentially 
catastrophic medi~ prob­
lem at the • of 7, a; time 
when she found c-.nfort 
arid strength in •usie as She 
went ~liP a: rare 
procedure. 

"They found 
wasgro••~ 
spine, • Jeasica 
dj~ t :'l'l'i't 

ous. 

didn't have an operaticm, 
the bone would ~ow 
quicker thaa my s~inal 
cotd, which could ~v~ 
me paraly!Zed." 

The surgeey was a 
plete success, thou~ tt ··L llll 

her months in bed aDd 
four years of a back bra&: 
to fully recover. "Goil\g 
through all of that," Jessica 
says, "I feel like everything 
that's happening now is God 
saying, 'You went through 
all that, now I'm giving 
you all this.'" 

.. 
~ 

,...._ 
;.. I I 

-; 

l 

J t ' ~ 
I • . 1 

' I • 



Join our Growing Together Program, for current 
FFA and 4-H members, and SAVE 1 0°/o 

on all your fair project needs! 
'""- _..,,.. ~--' -v Visit your nearest Quality Farm & Country, CT Farm & Country, 

(j (j ®Quality Farm & Fleet, or Country General store and SIGN UP TOO 
We are proud 
to sponsor FFA 

~lt WL 50 lhs. 
L!l.l.&~ 

uality. 
@ FARM & FLEET CEMAAL~COUNTRY. 

Your favorite farm stores are becoming 

• 

ther.f . ,... 

one 



COLORADO 

ARIZONA 

More than 500 chapter members, past state officers and alumni 
learned, ate, played and worked their way through an intensive 
weekend "Mini Leadership Camp" coordinated by Peoria FFA. 
The 26-hour event kicked off in style with a dramatic opening 
ceremony, laser light show and stirring music. The ''famous 
mini-camp dance" capped off the evening, followed the next day 
by continuous leadership workshops led by past state officers. 
A "foot rodeo" full of games and a closing banquet concluded 
the hugely successful project. 

Past state FFA are their 

Quentin Smith , of Cortez, 
accepts the presidential 
gavel from Brian Hutt, of 
Sterling, following Smith's 
election as president of 
the Associated Student 
Government at Northeast· 
ern Junior College. Both 
are former Colorado state 
FFA officers. roles at Junior in Stelting. More than 

150 alumni have college at 
since 1970, with many of in student 

As many as nine and no than 
have the college at the same time. 

s 'Jj 
• 

d 

'n.o 11 
8 

' 

Up and at .;,em;,-;;;;rtyrl:"'i:':'~~­
actlvity were rW:: t for hosting 
right) Ashley Der n row, left to 
Jimmy Perrine S~ Natalie GIH, 
Jennifer Clnko;.sld Lecl)<anj, 
left to right) Ale" S and (back row, 
Klrllum and Ryan r:::::tte, Chris 

rf < 

Is your 

a 

FFA members at the W.B. Saul . 
Agricultural Sc' High School of 

rences" h 
City of Brother1 L s ared their love" for the 

Y ove, Philadel h · b 
a "planned hunt" t P ra, Y organizing 
. o remove dee fro 

arrports, Often d r m two Philly 
, eer clear 8-fo t f 

airport runway area . o ences to enter 
s, creatrng sat ty h 

Removed d e azards. 
eer were Processed . . 

meat lab u~L In the high SChool'S 
, "'ur more than 1 000 

donated to a local fOOd cha,. ~unds of venison 
donated to Am . rity. Skinned hides were 

encan Indians. 

Send to: 

FFA In Action 
• 

• FFA New Horizons 

? 
If so, let us know about it! • 

P.O. Box 68960 

Indianapolis, IN 

46268-0960 
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FFA makes a positive difference In the lives of students by develop ing their 
potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through 
agricultural education. The mission of Agricultural Education is to prepare and 
support individuals for careers, build awareness and develop leadership for the 
food, fiber and natural resource systems. The National FFA Organtzatlon affirms 
its belief in the value of all human beings and seeks diversity In rts membership, 
leadership and staff as an equal opportunity employer. Produced by the NatJonal 
FFA Organizatton tn cooperation with the U.S. Depart111ent of Educatio n as a 
service to state and local agricultural educatJon agenctes Sponsored by the 
Monsanto Company as a special project of the National FFA Foundation 
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ashville, Tennessee, is 
known to many as 
"Music City USA," but 

the nation's "Tune Town" 
is also the adopted home of 
many young and aspiring 
singers and musicians, ohen 
the same ages as most FFA 
members. Young country 
music artists face special 
challenges and enjoy unusu­
al rewards, but enduring 
success is still based on 
hard work, "making your 

TYler Wilkinson bard at work 

breaks" and finding ways to 
survive in a very competitive 
industry. 

Many of country music's 
young singers and musicians 

claim a lot in common with 
FFA members and advisors. 

rural America, and 
many took advantage 
of FFA and agricultural 
education while in 
public school. Johnny 
Staats, for example, is 
receiving acclaim as 
the world's best man­
dolin player. But while 
his recent debut on 
Nashville's Grand 01' 
Opry fortified his fame, 
Johnny noted backstage 
that he is grateful for his 
studies in agricultural 
education. 

Perhaps more than any form 
of music, "countrY" has 
been built around strong 
family ties and rural tradi­
tions. One family could 
claim the title as the reigning 

"First Family of Country 
Music." The Wilkinsons, 
virtually unknown two years 
ago, have received more 
nominations, awards and 
honors in two years than 

• • many arttsts garner m a 
lifetime. 

Like many achievements 
in life, though, such acclaim 
comes with a price, and 
often starts with a good 
plan. "Just like a lot of jobs 
in agriculture," notes dad 
Steve Wilkinson, "our 
industry requires a strong 
work ethic. Nothing comes 
to you for free. We've tried 
to instill in our kids that 
rewards won't just fall into 
your lap. Opportunity 
knocks, but you've got to 
answer the door." 

Teamwor.k thai woi~~,s 
As evidenced by the fam­
ily's newest CD, "Here and 
Now," the Wilkinsons strive 

• 

• I; • ~ 1.-:-; 

to write and record songs 
that are "honest and believ­
able." "We cling to a belief 
that it's impossible to know 
where you're going if you 
don't remember where 
you've come from," says 
Steve. 

Not unlike inspiring 
public speakers, the family 
is grateful for the opportu­
nity to touch lives in a pos­
itive way through their 
musical messages. And, it's 
all done with a healthy 
respect for family team 
work. Even the two non­
performing Wilkinsons, 
mom Chris and 10-year-old 
Kiaya, play important roles 
in the family enterprise. 
Kiaya recently contributed 
lyrics to a new song, and 
Chris works in all areas of i: 

management. For Amanda, '\ 
18, and Tyler, 16, mom has .! 
also taken on the crucial l 
role of schoolteacher. g 

I 

2~ 

r:;; 

I 
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"Our schedule is kind of 
crazy for teenagers," says 
Amanda, noting that most 
of her friends were in school 
during her mid-day inter­
view with FFA New Hori­
zons. Both Amanda and 
Tyler spent years in public 
school, but their musical 
success has required adjust­
ment to home schooling. 

"It's going well," says 
Tyler as his dad grins in 
agreement - he knows that 
test scores show healthy 
progression. "We might 
have to study on weekends 
or at night," Tyler contin­
ues, "and we don't get 
spring and summer vaca­
tions like a lot of kids. But, 
when we do schooling, it's 
very intense and focused 
with just the two of us as 
students. We can get a lot of 
work done in shorter spurts 
of time." 

Counting the costs 
Sports, dating and other 
extracurricular activities are 
generally out for Amanda 
and Tyler. "But I'm only 
18," Amanda laughs, "so I 
have time for those things 
later. We'd like to be able to 
hang out more with our 

_...--~ - - ;o.. 
~ -

friends, but our friends also 
get to do stuff with us that's 
neat -like join us on the 
bus, and even tour with us." 

Life on the road has not 
prevented Steve and Chris 
Wilkinson from instilling in 
their children the values of 
self-discipline, modesty and 
responsibility. Mom and 
daughters find private time 
together, as do dad and 
Tyler, and all are respectful 
of the need to enjoy person­
al time away. "On the bus, 
you can tell when some­
body's having a bad day," 
says Tyler. "We just let that 
person work it out, just like 
people do at home." 

Fami keys to 
' doors 

The teens are also not 
exempt from parental disci­
pline, as they found out 
while unwinding prior to a 
concert schedule with famed 
country artist Alan Jackson. 
"The kids went on a church 
hayride one night before the 
tour," remembers Steve. 
"They got into singing 
around the campfire, and 
stayed much longer than 
they'd promised. They had a 

\ 

phone, but they 
didn't call and 
their mother 
and I were wor­
ried sick. When 
they got back to 
the bus, we told 
them they were 
grounded. I 
remember them 
both saying, 'You 
guys can't ground 
us, we're going on 
tour with Alan 
Jackson.' But 
we did." 

"Our parents have 
tried to teach us that 
hard work and disci­
pline are necessary to 
achieve your goals," says 
Amanda, "and that's impor­
tant for any person. The 
video we did for our newest 
single, 'J immy,s Got a Girl­
friend' meant 5:30a.m. 
filming and long hours. But 
we're glad we put in the 
required effort." 

Slicking to il 
The sheer love of music is 
one reason why the Wilkin­
sons are enjoying continued 
success in the recording 
industry. And, just as many 
people are motivated by a 

Steve 

special mentor, Steve says 
his children have often pro­
vided strong encouragement. 

''If anybody ever dragged 
their feet on our musical 
career, it was me," Steve 
admits. "In 1996, some gigs 
fell a part for the family and 
the rug just seemed to be 
pulled from under me. I told 
the kids we were going to 
call it quits. They started 
crying, and both of them 
said, 'Dad, nobody loves 
quitters.' 

"After a few minutes, 
Amanda gave me a tremen­
dous boost of motivation 
when she said, very respect­
fully, 'Dad, you can stop if 

u want to, but if I stop, 
~~ die.' I saw then that we 

a have a place and a role 
play, and mine was to 

,....-tinue on as best I could 
help my children reach 

,. ...... _ .... · .... goals and dreams." 
For the Wilkinsons, 

family experiences together 
strongly shape their music. 
Even as they change, the 
things that make the family 
special remain the same: the 
wonder of life, the gift of 
love, the joy of music and 
the ethic of working hard to 
achieve success. "k 
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Since she was 8, Alecia Elliott of Muscle~==-1iiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii;;; 
_.,..._Shoals, Alabama, has captivated crowds 
---~ with her joy of singing and entertaining. ===:J 

She also noticed FF~ members in her local 
school who believed in setting goals and ~-J 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:::::::::trying oYOUr best. Similar ideas have all 
====:;played a role in Alecia's singing career, ~------. 

;;;;;;;;;;;::;;== which blossomed recently with the release 
of her first €0, ••I'm Diggin' lt. " 

~==-=== "My parents have always been so cool~=== 
about taking me where I want to be, ======:::J 

~;::::::: which is singing somewhere," says Alecia, 
---1~1. But we all believe you must make 

~;;;:;:::::: opportunity happen. Achieving goals andc=::::J 
·--progressing in life is more than just luck.'o:::=' ~ 

.....-:;;;;:::= Alecia began her career by singing at an __......., 
__.::;~ early age to crowds at state fairs, talent-=::::=1 

contests, festivals and any other events 

with a stage. ==============~=======-----:~=: ====-
''I didn't always win those contests," 
admits Alecia, "but I always figured it was 

.-;;::;;,_the participation that mattered. I guess I'm 
a good loser! Plus, l •was doing what I 
love. I think FFA members can relate to _......, 

~:iiiji7"" The best advice I ever got was to just 
keep trying your best, and success will _ __, 
come. It truly isn, whether you win or;e::::::~ 

;;;::::::::::::~ lose, tllough, but what you learn in ttie~_____, 
process.'' 

-=-------========== 
Alecia encourages FFA members and-~--, 

====- others close to her age to remain sensitive 
to opportunities, to expect setbacks and.-------. 
then •o use setbacks as guiding posts for.__.....--J 
life. "We all get discouraged from time to ____, 

iiiiii~time," Alecia says. ==~=========== 

;;;;;;;;;;=~ ''When I was 14, tiefore I got my record 
deal, I had pretty much given up and start­

====="'ed getting down about it. But I just knew I 
;;;;=::::::::= was supposed to be doing something dif- ________, 

ferent, something more with music. Think­
ing like that, and the movie 'Selena,' which 
is about a young..singer who didn't give up, 
made me get"'Up and start going back to ____....., 

liiiiiiiiiiii~ Nashville. ============~----===:=: 

"So keep your eyes and ears open to ~-----------" 

inspiration, and then follow your heart." _____, 
~~~ by Jeff Tennant·~:::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=:===----=======? 

€0rnplete curricula & equipmen~ f0~ t~aching bioloQy, --~ 
mathematics, science, and physics. 

We carry complete systems or build your; own system 
from our huge ir:lventory of over 6,000 parts. 
Send for yowr; free 500-.page catalog today. 

"''' -''"'' ~ ·. 

- -Since 1978--

www.aquaticeco.com • e-mail: aes@aquaticeco.com 
1767 Benbow Court, Apopka, FL 32703 • 1-877-FISH-STUF • Fax: 407-886-6787 
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Childress, Texas, FFA members, including (from left) Nick Oldham, Daniel Verast egui, Leah Crosby and Kyle Christopher, have conquered the 
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eenagers have taken to 
the Internet in droves. 
They are heavy users of 

e-mail and downloadable 
music not to mention chat 
rooms and live video. But 
that's not the half of it. Like 
so many other technologies, 
young people have adapted 
to the Internet more quickly 
than adults and tend to be 
more sophisticated users. 
Today's FFA members not 
only exchange hundreds of 
messages daily on the FFA 
chat sites, but they also build 

1ternet with a chapter web site. 

their own web sites, both for 
chapter and personal use, and 
conduct significant online 
research. 

Kyle Christopher, a junior 
at Childress High School, 
Childress, Texas, is a prime 
example. H e started using the 
Web during his freshman 
year to look up information, 
and the rest is history. 

Christopher's FFA chapter 
completed several re earch 
projects on local wildlife and 
wanted to share their results. 
"We decided to publish the 
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· ·t updated 
k P their web s• e 

Members work to ee 

results on a web site so that 
the information would be 
available to others," Christo­
pher says. "I enjoy develop­
ing sites and coding 
information, so I volunteered 
to create the site. Plus, it's 
kind of neat to think that 
people from all over the 
world can see what we're 
doing and access the 
information." 

Christopher says he got 
the idea while he was looking 
for information on another 
subject. "I use the Web a lot 
to find information," he says. 
"You can find practically 
anything you want fairly 
quickly. Since we use the 
results of other people's 
work, I thought it would be 
cool to share our results." 
For a look at Christopher's 
work, go to 
www. txsys.net/wildlife. 

From the classroom 
to careers 
As in other areas of industry, 
Internet start-up businesses 
are launching that are 
agriculturally oriented. 
And, many are hungry for 
talent. In particular, they are 
looking for young people 
who understand agriculture 
and the new technologies. 

Rachel Fehringer, who 
served as a national FFA offi­
cer in 1996-97, graduated 
from Colorado State Univer­
sity last May with a bache­
lor's degree in agricultural 
business. She landed a job 
with VantagePoint as a mar-

. keting manager. VantagePoint 
(www.VantagePoint.com), 
which launched in May, pro­
vides an in-depth online 
record keeping system to help 
farmers make better manage­
ment decisions. 

"Working at VantagePoint 
is really similar to working 
with my FFA chapter," 
Fehringer says. "We all work 
together as a team to get 
things done. We're all work­
ing to enhance this incredible 
tool that empowers farmers 
to make better decisions. 
With the information our 
users have, they will be 
rewarded for quality and 
environmentally sound prac­
tices in addition to volume. 
This tool will help farmers 
become better managers and 
drive the food industry 
toward more quality as 
opposed to just quantity." 

Skills in demand 
"Rachel is one of 17 former 
FFA members on our staff," 
says Dale Johnson, the com­
pany's director of corporate 
sales. "We are looking for 
young people with an agricul­
tural background who have 
lots of people skills. We also 
need people who understand 
Web design, programming 
and database modeling and 
who have business skills." 

Johnson continues, "Our 
ideal employee is someone 
who has a little bit of a 
technical background, com­
puter skills and who was 
raised on a farm. Rachel is 

one of those ideal people. 
Her can-do attitude and abili­
ty to be a team player are 
really important. Those are 
the skills FFA builds. As a 

• 

company, we are very Inter-
ested in the leadership skills 
FFA develops in its members." 

Steve Baker, vice president 
of business development 
for DirectAg.com, agrees. 

Baker, who once served as 
president of the Payson­
Seymour FFA Chapter in 
illinois, says, "About half of 
our leadership team has an 
FFA background. Exposure 
to leadership and developing 
those skills are very key 
in our business. I use the 
speaking skills I learned in 
FF A every day, making pre­
sentations and speaking 
to audiences about our 
company. The Internet tools 
we're developing today will 

• • 

cause a true reinvention 
of agriculture and the 
success of our effort 
will be dependent 
upon our effective­
ness as leaders." 

Baker encour­
ages toda y's 
FFA members 
to spend 

- . 
I - --

- , 
' I • 

time surfing the Web and 
learning how business-to­
business Internet transactions 
(also referred to as B2B) are 
changing the business world . 

The outlook for today's 
FFA member is bright and 
this new industry is offering a 
ton of opportunities. As if 
that weren't enough, the lead­
ers of this new industry are 
looking to today's FFA mem­
bers for leadership. 

"As we look at the future 
of our company," Johnson 
says, "I firmly believe it will 
be the next crop of students 
who will help us take this 
new type of business to the 
next level." ~ 
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E-mail and Beyond brought to you by 

Kim Lamb 
shows off a 
laptop used 
for Internet 
access. 

DIRECTAG COM'" c_ ____ 
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The future of ag is growing online. Just ask the 

FFA Chapter in Talihina, OkJa. By signing up 500 

producers on DirectAg.com, they earn $2,500 ·and 

A big thanks to all the FFA chapters that 

take home the grand prize in our "E-Future of Ag'' 

contest. That's $7,000 travel cash to attend the 

Louisville, Ky. national FFA convention • 1n 

participated • 
tn showing thousands of producers 

how the Internet is a powerful new tool in ag. 

Click onto DirectAg.com today to shop, buy 

and finance top ag brands online, plus get the 

latest news, weather and ag dirt 24/7 . 

DIRECTAG COM~ 
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You may have studies 

r---__ that reveal how rural teens 

abuse drugs and alcohol as 

much or more as their 

"'Oerl 
articles, sponsor a poster 

contest, coordinate a gradua­

tion-night celebration and run 

a peer-mentoring program. 

-

counterparts in urban 

environments. 

FFA members in Spencer 

County, Kentucky, are fighting 

against substance abuse. The 

chapter hosts a drug and 

alcohol prevention assembly, 

bringing in a guest speaker 

and orchestrating activities 

before and after the gathering. 

"We work with a retired police 

officer who comes in and 

presents an assembly on drug 

and alcohol abuse to the 

whole student body," says 

Chad Thompson, Spencer 

County FFA Chapter 

president. "It's a very power-

....._____ful nresentation. He seems to 

influence a lot of students by 

helping them realize the con­

sequences of their actions." 

Members work hard to 

promote the assembly and 

other chapter drug-awareness 

efforts. They prepare news 

arn mot" 

"Project Graduation" is 

another cornerstone in the 

chapter's plan of attack. The 

event occurs in conjunction 

with graduation, and "is 

basically a lock-in that starts 

at midnight," explains Chad. 

"Each senior is allowed to 

bring a guest and we plan a 

bunch of activities basket-

ball, volleyball and other 

games. Area businesses con­

tribute and each senior will 

win between $100 and 

$1 ,000. By providing 

activities and incentives, 

we attract a good crowd 

and keep people out of 

accidents and mishaps on 

graduation night." 

Volunteering your time 

to promote drug abuse 

awareness could change 

someone's life ''for good." 'to: 

he negative ~-p &t these su 

on body and ind, on 

Click on 

tor details. 

T H c taites m fpful 

drug a d ohol abu , ~d pr e · 

':---....... __ A newly released study by the National Center on Addiction 

and Substance Abuse at Columbia University, based primarily 

on 1999 data, contains sobering news for many in rural 

America. The study found that eighth .. graders in rural 

America are 04 °/o likelier than those in urban centers to 

use amphetamines, including methamphetamines (meth) • 

The study also reported that rural eighth-graders were 83 °/o 

likelier to use crack cocaine, and 34 °/o likelier to smoke mari­

juana than their urban counterparts. In addition, the study 

found that rural youth were 70°/o likelier to have gotten drunk 

and 29°/
0 

likelier to drink alcohol. Rural students were also 

more than twice as likely to smoke cigarettes and nearly five 

times likelier to use smokeless tobacco. 

Clearly, drug and alcohol awareness and prevention is needed 

in rural areas. You and your chapter could lead the way in 

your school and community. Will you accept the challenge to 

make a difference? 

More and 
more d 
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"Trout" obeys for Exec . 
Director Jill Felice of A ut,_ve 
Dogs of the W sststance 

est. 

Jobs lth Tame Animals 

Sure, you could always 

become a veterinarian, 

roomer, dog trainer or 
g but there 
kennel worker, 

are tons of other small 
. at ·Jobs out there, too. 

antm . 
few professions 

Here are a 
you probabty never 

considered: 

Pet sitter 
Searc ·and-

res u dog trainer 

ildlife . 
biolog•st 

Laboratory 
an• a 

caretaker 

Pet 

i ve- thirty in the morning 
is for 1110 t teens one of 
two things: a time for 

deep sleeping or a time to 
rise and greet the new day. 
Some drift in and out of 
dreams. Others do battle 
with blaring alarms. Still 
others wa ke peacefully, 
enjoying the unri e or the 
scent of brewing coffee. 

For Karen Thorpe, how­
ever, the predawn hour is 
devoted to dog . 

"There are seven ,,, says 
Thorpe, a profe sional dog 
trainer w ith Assistance D ogs 
of the We t, a nonprofit 
organization based in Santa 
Fe, New M exico. Thorpe 
and her colleagues train 
dogs to help physically and 
emotionally di a bled people. 

Not unlike the humans 
w ho train them, or the peo­
ple they erve the seven 
dogs here are pecial. One 
lucky Labrador sleeps on 
her bed. The rest fight for 
floor space nearby. 

"The way we do things 
might eem a little crazy," 
ays Thorpe, ' but I'm used 

. n 
to 1t. 

len o i bs and 

ewardlng opportunities 

await those wlllin to 

muster and master their 

caregiving sl,ills 

Fir t the dogs are let out. 
Then, an hour or so later, 
breakfast is served: seven 
bowls, seven piles of food. 
Finally, when they're 
through ea ting, it's time for 
work. " If I leave the bath­
room door open, they have 
to push it hut for me," says 
Thorpe. " If I drop the keys, 
it s their jo b to pick them 
up. They're constantly 
learning." 

Career field booming 
Even if your pet doesn 't 
open doors or fetch your car 
keys, animals are a major 
part of modern, everyday 
life. Cats, gerbils, birds and 
fish are all kept as pets. 
Mice and ra bbit are invalu­
able in the scientific commu­
nity. The sound of barking 
dogs is common in almost 
any neighborhood. It should 
come as no surprise, then, 
that careers in animal care­
everything from working as 

• • 

a veterinary assistant to pet 
sitting are fl ourishing. 

"There are tons of jobs 
out there," says Jerilee Zezu­
la, an a ociate professor of 

• 

By Chris Hayhurst 

applied animal science, and 
the coordinator of the small 
animal care program at New 
H ampshire's Thompson 
School of Applied Sciences. 
"Groomers are looking for 
people left and right. The 
boarding kennel industry is 
going crazy." 

Still, just because the 
jobs are there doesn't 
mean they re easy to get. 
"You've got to be willing to 
get in there and work," says 
Zezula. "And if you want 
to move up the ladder, you 
have to be able to think 
and reason. " 

Competition is keen, 
especially for positions that 
demand experience. While 
some jobs require little more 
than a high school diploma 
and a willingness to work, 
o thers are offered only to 
those with proper schooling 
or, in some cases, certifica­
tion from professional orga­
nizations. And, to make 
matters more difficult, com­
pensa tion is often low con­
sidering the amount of time 
and effort required, and 
working conditions can be 
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_........_---...;;-~T~horpe teaches 
1 t · ner Karen 

Protessiona ral household tasks. 
animals to perform 

noisy, dirty and physically 
detnanding. 

"That 's the problem with 
animal jobs," says Zezula, 
who is also a veterinarian. 
"A lot of people want to 
work in the field because 
they love animals, but they 
have no idea what they're 
getting into." 

Steps to success 
So what does it take to suc­
ceed ? According to Nancy 
Peterson, an ex-veterinary 
technician, one-time dog 
trainer and the current 
animal-ca reers expert at the 
Humane Society of the Unit­
ed States, preparation begins 
in school. Courses in animal 
science are helpful, as is 
biology. If you think you 
may want to run your own 
business, a background in 
mathematics and communi­
cations can't hurt. 

Practical experience 

~ , \ 
' 

PH OTOS BY JEFF TENNANT 

can be invalua ble. If yo u 
have the opportunity, try 
volunteering or, even better, 
working as a p aid app ren­
tice . T hen aga in, if science 
isn ' t yo ur thing or h an ds­
on animal work sounds 
too ha iry, consider becom ­
ing a lawyer, accountant, 
receptionist o r other pro­
fess ion al and offering yo ur 
skills to an animal-re lated 
business o r organization 
tha t needs them. 

M ost of all, however, the 
key to a career in animal 
care, whether it be a a 
trainer of search-and-rescue 
dogs, a breeder or a pet­
store employee, is remem­
bering just what attracts you 
to the field in the first place. 
" It's a very rewarding jo b," 
Thorpe explains after a long 
day at work, her canine 
trainees asleep near her fee t. 
"Nothing is ever the same." iR 

. ·th small animals 
Rewards of working wa 

go beyond wages. 

Animal 
acupuncturist 

Animal 
anatomY 

teacher 

Animal 

therapist 
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By Chris Hayhurst 

. b the following 
JO en a tuture 
r or ev . I 

!~ determining your options, 
If s a good idea to assess \ 
your situation and the 
r~asons you need a job in 
f~rst place. " Do you need 
make $3 ,000 because 

Holding down a job, of 
course, doesn't mean the end 
of summer fun. In fact, a 
little hard work is a good idea 
for several reasons. For one, 
you'll get your first taste of 
what it's like to make your 
own money. You can use the 
cash you earn to pay off bills, 
save for college or buy things 
you " need" like movie 
tickets, clothing, computer 
accessories or a car. Second, 
if you play your cards right, 
you might find your work 
experience to be the perfect 
stepping stone toward a 

surnrne rke an1rna s , 
career. \t you 

1 
·t you can 

1 see 1 
tor ellarnP e , a kennel 

the only way you'll be able to 
~ffo~ college?'' asks Brain. 
Or IS money not an issue.,, 

If how much money you · 
pocket is not high on your list 
of priorities, consider an 
unp~id internship with a local 
busmess or volunteering at a 
~ospital or homeless shelter. 
'You won't make any 

ition as . 
land a po~h a veterinanan 
helper WI feature on 
(and see_ ou:nirnal care) . 
careers In d the 

dy bagge 
\t you've alrea ~ you're a 

r dream~ . t 
job of you t the game. I 
steP ahead o ·t•s time to get 

t however, 1 . · b out 
money," says Brain , "but 
the experience can be 
invaluable." 
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If you're really ambitious, consider 
running your own small business this 
summer. A little creativity and some solid 
plans are all it takes. "Figure out what 
people in your area want or need, then 
put together a plan," recommends Kevin 
Keith, manager of the national FFA 
Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards program. 
The Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards 
program is sponsored by the Kauffman 
Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership, 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. 
The program offers cash prizes ranging 
from $100 to $1,000 for FFA members 
who come up with one-of-a-kind 
business plans. 

Once you have a plan, you' ll have to 
get to work. But don't forget, just 
because you're your own boss doesn't 
mean that your summer job will be a 
breeze. Hard work almost always comes 
with the territory. 

For information on how to start your 
own business, as well as all the details 
on the Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards 
program, check out the program's Web 
site at www.ffa.org/activitieslindex.html 
(click on " Ag-Entrepreneurship") 
or call 317/802-4254. 
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"World Class Welders" 

• Over $3,800/month, 
reported average 
starting pay by 
353 of 359, 1999 
graduates. , -. 

Alan Kight Jr. 

• Complete a welding FFA-Tallhlna, OK 

program in only 31!2 months! 

• Seniors call for free video. 

Call: 1·877 ·WELD MAX 
www. weld i ngschool.com 

2545 E. 11th St. • Tulsa , OK 74104 
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erent. 
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G: Why did the girl mush­
room go out w ith the 
boy mushroom ? 
A: Because he was a 
fun-guy. 

Jerry 
A ltus, Oklahoma 

Q: What do you say to 
Butch, Jimmy and Joe 
on a date? 
A: Butch your arms 
around me, Jimmy a kiss, 
or I'll Joe home! 

e 15580'5 2 ghnessy 

Monroeville, Indiana 

Q: W hat kind of pants 
do ghosts wear ? 
A: Boo jeans. 

Jeremylittlejohn 
Lafayette, Georgia 

Q~: W ha t do you have 
when you have 100 
fem ale pig and 100 male 
deer ? 
A: 100 sows- 'n-bucks 

ic Rodina 
Ottatua, Kansas 

Q: W hy do cow s wear 
bells? 
A: Because their horns 
don 't work! 

._._. .. ·ep nKesseler 
Sanger, Texas 

Q: W hat happened to the 
egg at school? 
A: H e got eggspelled. 

CaseyRendon 
Fullerton, California 

Q: H ow does a p oultry 
fa rmer know w hen it's 
cold out? 
A: W hen a turkey walks 
around with a capon. 

• a,....__ 
Coventry, Connecticut 

Q: W hy do elephants have 
trunks? 
A: Because they don 't have 
glove compartments. 

JeremyD e 
Reedsburg, Wisconsin 

OU S by Jim Bradshaw and Michael Benendorl 
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Q: Which side of the 
chicken has the most 
feathers? 
A: The o utside. 

Josh 
Gambier, Ohio 

Q: If two w rongs don 't 
make a right, then w hat 
does two rights m ake? 
A: An airp lane (Wright 
Brothers) . 

JodyHart 
Bell, Florida 

0: W hat sound might you 
hear if you threw a piano 
down a mine shaft? 
A: A flat miner. 

dWiegand 
Secor, Illinois 

Q: H ow do you make anti­
freeze? 
A: Steal her blanket. 

JakeGerst 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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FFA New Horizons will pay 
$5 for each joke selected for 
Last Laff. In case we receive 
more than one of the same 
joke, payment will be for 
the first one received • 
Contributions cannot be 
acknowledged or returned. 

Address your jokes to: 

Last Laff 
FFA New Horizons 
P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 

Shop for FFA 
merchandise online 
www. ffaunlimited.org 
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Dale Earnhardt 

Randy White Nolan Ryan 

Jim Shoulders 

John Justin 

When John Justin 's grandfather, H.J ., built the first pair of Justin Boots 
in Spanish Fort, Texas, back in 1879, he gave birth to a tradition that lives today. 

That trad ition is based on quali ty and has come to be known as the "Standard of the West". 
Quali ty is as important to the tradition of making Justin Boots as it is to the people who 

choose to wear them. People like 7 -time NASCAR Winston Cup Series Champion, Dale Earnhardt; 
16-time Pro Rodeo World Champion, Jim Shoulders and NFL Hall of Fame Inductee, Randy White. 

As well as, Baseball Hall of Fame record holder, Nolan Ryan and Country Music Star, George Strait. 
They are all winners, and they all wear Justin Boots. 

The Standard of the West, since 1879. 

BOOTS 

Justin Boot Company Fort Worth, Texas www.justinboots.com 

George Strait 
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