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Boomer",

Perfect for .
mow'ing, hauling

or a quick run
through the
jungle.

Not far from New Orleans” French Quarter, the
Audubon Zoo 1s home to over 1,500 wild animals.
Plus Boomer™ — the revolutionary compact tractor"
from New Holland.

Naturally, the Zoo relies on Boomer's performance
for all kinds of tough assignments. After all,
Boomer features plenty of power, along with all
the versatility you need to get big jobs done in
tight spaces.
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-----------

Still, Apnl and the passengers on the Boomer-
powered trams seem to appreciate Boomer's
maneuverability and dependability most of all.

Especially around feeding time.

Boomer's designed to be the Ultimate Power Tool
when 1t comes to taming your jungle, too. All the
more reason to see 1t in its natural habitat —

at your New Holland Dealer.
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24 E-mail & Beyond

..way beyond! FFA members are burning up the road
on the information highway, but Internet use and
exploration doesn’t stop with electronic messages.

Read how one FFA chapter claimed its spot on the
World Wide Web, and what the Internet offers you.
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You've probably seen their videos and heard their songs,
but now go behind the scenes to see how teenaged
country music artists juggle life's demands of education,
relationships and life on the road.

-
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Meeting FFA members at national convention offered
encouragement to 16-year-old singer Jessica Andrews. Raised
in a “farm town,” Jessica is beginning to see hard work,
patience and goal-setting pay off in her new career.

Teens in Tune Town

FFA-aged country entertainers are applying proven elements
of success on their road to the top. The road is long with
plenty of bumps along the way. These teens, though, never
counted on smooth sailing through the competitive,
demanding world of country music.

GCareer Focus: Small Animal Care

Pets are a major, and growing, part of everyday life.

Job opportunities in animal care — from kennel technician
to pet sitter — are flourishing. But competition 1s keen,
and proper preparation is a must for success in this
rewarding career area.

6 national officer g&a
8 ffa stars

14 ffa in action

28 body & soul

32 your money

34 whwn results/survey
36 last laff

FFA Mission Statement
FFA makes a positive
difference in the lives of
students by developing
their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth
and career success through
agricultural education.

Agricultural Education Mission
The mission of agricultural
education is to prepare and
support individuals for careers,
build awareness and develop
leadership for the food, fiber
and natural resources systems.

Check
out National

FFA Online
www.ffa.org

On the cover: Childress, Texas, FFA “webmasters” (from left) Nick Oldham, Kyle Christopher, Kim Lamb, Leah Crosby and Danlel Verastegul.
Photo by Shane Morgan
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Membership does have its privileges — and if you were an FFA * 5,000-mile increase in the mileage allowed during the term of a
member as of March 1, 2000, you may qualify for one of the following GMAC SmartLease. Applicable to all SmartLease programs.
items when you take retail delivery of an eligible 1999 or 2000 Subject to qualification. (Approximate Retail Value: *400)

Chevy Truck between April 1, 2000 and July 31, 2000 e | i |
* Receive a 500 gift certificate from Bass Pro Shops by mail.

_ | (Approximate delivery time is 6 weeks.)
* GM SmartCare Basic Maintenance Plan, which covers for up to |

36 months/36,000 miles, whichever comes first, scheduled oil This special offer can be used in conjunction with all current national
changes, oil filter changes, chassis lubrication and tire rotations, incentives, and no matter which additional item you choose, there’s
according to your new vehicle's recommended maintenance one thing you're sure to get: a Chevy Truck — the most dependable,
schedule. (Approximate Retail Value: *505) longest-lasting trucks on the road:

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OFFER OR LEARN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT LIMITATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS,
PI.EASE I:Al.l US TOLL FREE AT 1 Btlll 371 5314

| - ']ncludes 1999 and 2000 Astro, Express, Blazer"s-rfD“TrackE Sllvprudo and C/K'models ps well as 1999 Suburban and Tahoe models. Exddﬂ’es all-new 2& Tahoe and Tahoe “s Not available in :

'3-

> naﬂﬂn with other privafe offérs. *Demmlinqa_ yngeyity: 1981-1998 full lma‘i‘.ght-duty truck company registrations. Excludes other GM divisions. GM and the chmolet Emblem are registered
x:’ _f’ .trd’ emarks and Chevy ls‘ﬁ'traﬂm of the General\ rporation; *?‘T‘" [i;ase is a registered service mark and SmartCare is a service mark of the General Mﬂtmtﬁwptanoe Corporation. ©2000
i Geggrafﬁomrs Corp. Buckl , Americal m p Sk a<al .
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Throwing with increased Approach fj Aim '~ Control
Motion Horsepower ' ;.
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one on one with

First of all, I have learned
that college game days can
get ugly. We have a gator,

bulldog, wildcat, boilermaker

and a buckeye. This combi-

nation can be deadly. Serious-

ly, though, I love my fellow

otticers. These tive people are

amazing and will be best
triends tor the rest of my life.

Don’t ask what you are
eating! Japan 1s an amazing
country, but the customs,
language and lifestyle are so
incredibly ditterent. Our
entire team learned how to
be adventurous and be open
to new 1deas. Whether i1t
was eating raw fish or get-
ting “beat up” by karate
black belts, we experienced
new things every day.

[ have had the opportunity
to visit the Michigan and
Calitornia conventions.
They were unbelievable!

Spending time with members

1s my absolute tavorite part
of being a national officer.
[ have danced my legs off,
met so many new friends,
worked with amazing state
otticers and witnessed
students achieving their
dreams. What more could
vou ask tor?

nI T T

iiarshall Baker

National officer ' "f

TIME

e Portales, New Mexico

e joined FFA

¢ elected Texico Greenhand
vice president

Texico FFA

[ would probably be asleep Bill Morrison

in my dorm room or playing
a mean game ot pingpong in
the commons area. College

* won state FFA Creed

Valencia peanuts Speaking Contest

and beef production

3 * ’ sophomore
lite 1s wondertul, and 1f | | b :
2 g | Austin College
were not elected, I would be A
enjoving friends and hitting agricultura . :
it O education * elected state FFA vice president

the books at school.
* competed in national Extemp-

Home-cooked enchiladas oraneous Speaking CDE

Riding dirt bikes
and snow skiing

e named District Star Farmer

1 state FFA president

—
—
et
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My mom, dad, three older
sisters and I love to sit
around as a tamily and
sing gospel songs. We

are definitely not the
Backstreet Boys, but

it 1s really tun to
spend time as a
tamily and sing
“How Great Thou
Art”, “Sing and
be Happy™ and

“Amazing Grace.’
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Avalon, Creed
‘97 silver Ford

with extended cab and
flared sides

champion parhhamentary

K
T iIRBY s & e e |
agure 1eam

¢ elected national western
region vice president

* national finalist for oil crop
production — entrepreneurship
proficiency award
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The symbol in my
picture 1s a DNA model.
[ teel that technology
will revolutionize the
agricultural industry
in the tuture.
[t’s exciting to
see how FFA
IS preparing
students for
the roles that

will need to
be filled. ¥

Mbaker@fia.org
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Visit farmbid.com and see what every FFA Chapter is talking about!
Sign up for Free E-mail or send a Digital Postcard! Join the hundreds
of FFA.members in our Cool Chat Rooms!

What are you waiting for? Go to...

farmbid.com

Contests ® Free E-mail e Chat,Boards & Instant Messaging ¢ Digital Postcards

http://www.farmbid.com/ffa
Tel: 1-877-532-7624 E-Mail:info@farmbid.com

farmbid.com is proud
to sponsor the FFA
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= Memhers ak;ng a differenc

calling?!'stars

To nominate yourselt or
another FFA member for
“FFA Stars,” drop us a
detailed note telling us
why you or your nominee
1s a star. Include a photo
and the nominee’s name,
address, phone, birthdate,
FFA advisor’s name and
phone. It nominating
someone else, include your
name and phone number.

FFA New Horizons “Stars”
P.O. Box 68960
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960

During the 1999 National
FFA Convention, Chad
became the first American
FFA Degree recipient since
the Mapleton chapter’s
reestablishment tive years
ago. Fourteen members
jomned Chad at the con-
vention, all participating
In various events. For
Chad, 19, the American
degree 1s a culmination ot
hard work and support
trom his parents and
teachers. “Little steps get
vou further in life than no
steps,” Chad says. His
steps on the convention
stage are an ispiration to
others who’ll tollow. -

8

e

FFA New Horizons
Star Teacher

Something New in the Stars! ;...
m [ndianapolis, IN 46268-0960

FFA New Horizons is saluting the nation’s agricultural education teachers.
The magazine plans to feature a teaching “star” in upcoming issues, just
like we feature FFA members on the “Stars” page. Send us a good photo
of an agriculture teacher you think is special, and tell us why. Include

your phone number, and a number for the teacher, so we can let them
know they’ll be in FFA New Horizons. We can only use one
nominee each time, so tell us ahout your star teacher today!

. NEW YORK

_____
.............
ALY

Torri Hasseler

Torri, 17, says she tirst
joined Carthage FFA as
someone “really shy and
quiet,” but now she’s
“outspoken and loud.”
Torr1 grins at her own
selt-description, but she
truly does have much to
smile about regarding
FFA. She rose through the
ranks of leadership, serv-
Ing as chapter sentinel,
then sub-district president
and tri-county area dis-
trict president. Hard work
behind the scenes included
attending conventions,
chapter tield trips, contest
participation and earning
her State FFA Degree. I
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Clint, 18, 1s known for
outstanding achievement
in both FFA and athletics
Fellow members say,
though, that “Clint 1s
continuously kind to
those around him, while
still tinding time to be
active 1n FFA activities.”
Clint has served as Star-
mont FFA treasurer,
president ot the agricul-
tural 1ssues team, and
member ot champion
dairy judging and meats
teams. He also makes the
honor roll while earning
all-state honors in toot-
ball and all-conference 1n
other sports. -
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Andrea Turbeville

Since age 12, Andrea has
worked extensively on her
tamily’s diversitied live-
stock and crop operation
near Dresden. While
tarming, Andrea also won
the District FFA Creed
Speaking Contest as a
freshman. The next year
she won the District
Prepared Public Speaking
Contest, and also earned
a leadership award at the
1999 state FFA camp.
Andrea, 17, recently
repeated as district speak-
ing champion and placed
second regionally. She
hopes to use her speaking
ability as a teacher. ¥




“MY HIGH SCHOOL ONLINE...”

“Our HighWired.com site
has become an integral

part of our chapter!”

—— T =

Jackson County High School FFA
ONLINE |
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Join the HighWired.com network today. It's the fast
and easy way to build your school’s web site. All you

etk e 25 5 If:;l

need is a computer with an Internet connection! : : .
see thetr pictures on the computer, they get very excited and

b))
motivated to be more involved in the c"/_mpz‘c’r.

And it's easy to grow your site, simply by using the
HighVWVired publishing tools created expressly for
high school educators and students.

So get online with HighWired.com. We're over
10,000 high schools in 65 countries and growing.
Join us!

(¢
S ince we became a part of the HighWired.com global high

-~ YOUR ScHooL’s HOME, ONLINE
- For High School Principals, Assistant
Principals, Technology Coordinators
and High School Webmasters

school network, students have become more proficient at using

the computer, writing and using other technologies.

YOUR CLASSROOMS
For individual classroom teachers
and administrators

HighWired.com offers an outstanding educational resource

that promotes our programs and schools locally, as well as

b)),
world wide, for FREE!

YOUR STUDENT ACTIVITIES
For club officers, advisers and
student groups

-3\ YOUR SCHOOL SPORTS
¥ For coaches, athletic directors,
team managers and players

Visit www.highwired.com/mag/ffa
today to learn more!

HighWired.com 3

The global high school community

YOUR GUIDANCE OFFICE
" For counselors and advisers

YOUR SCHOOL PAPER
For student journalists, editors
and newspaper advisers

YOUR PERSONAL WEB TOOLKIT
/ ™/ For students, teachers and
administrators

Join the HighWired.com network today!

www.highwired.com/mag/ffa
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X 17 OF-COUNTRY MUSIC'S BIC
MUSIC OF BOB WILLS AND JE)

COUNTRY MUSIC'S TOP NEW FEMALE ARTISTI™

2 TOP 10 COUNTRY ALBUM 1999 - USA TQJ
2 BEST SELLING DEBUT FEMALE COUNTRIRRE
2 ON TOUR WITH TRISHA YEARWOOD Ni§
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JEFF FOXWORTHY

L & @k

- BIG FUNNY

3 W.OREAMWORKSRECORDS.COM® ~<

2 THE BIGGEST SELLING COMEDIAN IN HISTORY WITH OVER 11 MILLION A

AND 6 MILLION BOOKS SOLD!
7t THE KING OF “THE REDNECK HIGHWAY" DELIVERS AN ALL NEW COLLECTION OF LAUGHS'

v¢ SEE JEFF HOST THE TNN COUNTRY WEEKLY MUSIC AWARDS ON JUNE 12TH!

AND INTRODUCING... _

v< WWW.DARRYLWORLEY.COM +x

¢ HIS 1ST SINGLE "WHEN YOU NEED MY LOVE" WAS THE #1 MOST ADDED AT COUNTRY
RADIO UPON RELEASE! |

2¢ THE VIDEO DEBUTED AND SPENT 6 WEEKS IN “HOT SHOT” ROTATION ON CMT! |

2 HIS DEBUT ALBUM CONTAINS 12 NEW SONGS THAT DESCRIBE THE EMOTIONS COM

TO EVERYONE...LIKE GREAT COUNTRY MUSIC ALWAYS HAS...

- HARD RAIN DON'T LAST
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young singer’s

launches from a heart-shaped world

Family support
drives the dream

Family, school top priorities
Small steps lead to leaps
Be confident, do your best

Learning from adversity

12




Are You Sav ng On Your Fair Project

a8 Join our Growing Together Program, for current
Nowes FFA and 4-H members, and SAVE 10%
on all your fair project needs!

Visit your nearest Quality Farm & Country, CT Farm & Country,

We are proud
to sponsor FFA
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More than 500 chapter members, past state officers and alumni
learned, ate, played and worked their way through an intensive
weekend “Mini Leadership Camp’’ coordinated by Peoria FFA.
The 26-hour event kicked off in style with a dramatic opening
ceremony, laser light show and stirring music. The “famous
mini-camp dance”” capped off the evening, followed the nextday = = = =% QUg} ;o oo S
by continuous leadership workshops led by past state officers. | = R Sheaan: ﬁ:fnl:::f
A “foot rodeo” full of games and a closing banquet concluded =~ . 1@ | | |

the hugely successful project.

Quentin Smith, of Cortez,
accepts the presidential
gavel from Brian Hutt, of
Sterling, following Smith’s
election as president of
the Associated Student
Government at Northeast-
ern Junior College. Both
are former Colorado state
FFA officers.

-
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Have deer, wij| Clear =

YA Mmembers a¢

-':igff{ﬁ".,fff“fir“flf Q the WB SaU' H;g‘h SChOG' of
7 oviences “shared their love”

" Love, Philadelphia by o
nned hunt” ' -
int” to remove deer

g en, deer clear 8-foot f
qirport runway

e

for the
rganizing
from two Philly
ence

* areas, Creating Safety h:z:}r::ter
::er WEre processed in the high schtool'
,, 1 With more than 1,000 pounds of :
- 0 a local food charity,
donated to American Indians. |
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d
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meat lab
donate venison

Skinned hides were
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Change the world

one student at a time

Teach Ag Ed

The National FFA Organization
FFA Homepage: www.ffa.org

©1999 National FFA Organization

FFA makes a positive difference In the lives of students by developing their
potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through
aqgricultural education. The mission of Agricultural Education is to prepare and
support individuals for careers, build awareness and develop leadership for the
food, hber and natural resource systems. The National FFA Organization affirms
its belief in the value of all human beings and seeks diversity In its membership,
leadership and staff as an equal opportunity employer. Produced by the National
FFA Organization in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Education as a
service to state and local agncultural education agencies Sponsored by the
Monsanto Company as a special project of the National FFA Foundation
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Kevin Hilton Aleece Lahr Lars Enerson Michelle Pavelka Pam Coffey Ryan Fegley Shawn Sponheim
mm Bowman FFA chapler  Denton FFA chapter Stanley FFA chapler Blue Hill FFA chapter ~ Southwestern FFA chapter  Berthold FFA chapter ~ St. Ansgar FFA chapter
Bowman, North Dakota Denton, Montana Stanley, North Dakola Bladen, Nebraska Nancy, Kenlucky Berthold, North Dakota ~ S1. Ansgar, lowa
‘members have told us how they conquered risk and have won an all-expense—paid trip to S

n B G., for th ,Iyes and their advisors. While in D.C., they will be recognized in a special ceremony at the
A __ | partment of Agﬁf:ulturf'e* they'll meet high-ranking USDA officials and congressional representatives and they'll
J Hmtmns capitol. Who knows, maybe the winners can teach Commander Risk and Miss Manage a thing or two

anaging risk while in D.C. _ -

_Emeﬁt Essay Contest is nffered hy the National FFA Organization in cooperation with the National Council
.’Edlmﬁﬁﬂn -and with funding from the Risk Management Agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture as a
0 -‘the N’aﬁﬂnal FFA Foundation.
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iy [ ashville, Tennessee, is
\\\' known to many as

|\ “Music City USA,” but
the nation’s “Tune Town”

is also the adopted home of
many young and aspiring
singers and musicians, often
the same ages as most FFA
members. Young country
music artists face special
challenges and enjoy unusu-
al rewards, but enduring
success 1s still based on
hard work, “making your

er Wilkinson harid at Work

—

breaks” and finding ways to
survive in a very competitive
industry.

Many of country music’s
young singers and musicians

i ——— — — —— ——
-

claim a lot in common with
FFA members and advisors.
Most identify strongly with
. rural America, and
| many took advantage
of FFA and agricultural
education while in
public school. Johnny
Staats, for example, is
receiving acclaim as
the world’s best man-
 dolin player. But while
his recent debut on
Nashville’s Grand O’
Opry fortified his fame,
Johnny noted backstage
that he is grateful for his
studies in agricultural

. education.

- Perhaps more than any form

of music, “country” has
been built around strong
family ties and rural tradi-
tions. One tamily could
claim the title as the reigning

“First Family of Country
Music.” The Wilkinsons,
virtually unknown two years
ago, have received more
nominations, awards and
honors In two years than
many artists garner in a
lifetime.

Like many achievements
in life, though, such acclaim
comes with a price, and
often starts with a good
plan. “Just like a lot of jobs
in agriculture,” notes dad
Steve Wilkinson, “our
industry requires a strong
work ethic. Nothing comes
to you for free. We’ve tried
to instill in our kids that
rewards won’t just fall into
your lap. Opportunity
knocks, but you’ve got to
answer the door.”

As evidenced by the fam-
1ly’s newest CD, “Here and
Now,” the Wilkinsons strive

to write and record songs
that are “honest and believ-
able.” “We cling to a belief
that it’s impossible to know
where you’re going if you
don’t remember where
you’ve come from,” says
Steve.

Not unlike inspiring
public speakers, the family
is grateful for the opportu-
nity to touch lives in a pos-
itive way through their
musical messages. And, it’s
all done with a healthy
respect for family team
work. Even the two non-
performing Wilkinsons,
mom Chris and 10-year-old
Kiaya, play important roles
in the family enterprise.
Kiaya recently contributed
lyrics to a new song, and
Chris works in all areas ot
management. For Amanda,
18, and Tyler, 16, mom has
also taken on the crucial
role of schoolteacher.

N 000ZAINfaungARIN
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“Our schedule 1s kind of
crazy for teenagers," says
Amanda, noting that most
of her triends were in school
during her mid-day inter-
view with FFA New Hori-
zons. Both Amanda and
Tyler spent years in public
school, but their musical
success has required adjust-
ment to home schooling.

“It’s going well,” says
Tyler as his dad grins in
agreement — he knows that
test scores show healthy
progression. “We might
have to study on weekends
or at night,” Tyler contin-
ues, “and we don’t get
spring and summer vaca-
tions like a lot of kids. But,
when we do schooling, it’s
very intense and focused
with just the two of us as
students. We can get a lot of
work done in shorter spurts
of time.”

Gounting the costs

Sports, dating and other
extracurricular activities are
generally out for Amanda
and Tyler. “But I’'m only
18,” Amanda laughs, “so I
have time for those things

later. We’d like to be able to
hang out more with our

PSS i

friends, but our friends also
get to do stuff with us that’s
neat — like join us on the
bus, and even tour with us."

Life on the road has not
prevented Steve and Chris
Wilkinson from instilling in
their children the values of
self-discipline, modesty and
responsibility. Mom and
daughters find private time
together, as do dad and
Tyler, and all are respecttul
of the need to enjoy person-
al time away. “On the bus,
you can tell when some-
body’s having a bad day,”
says Tyler. “We just let that
person work it out, just like
people do at home.”

Familiar keys to
greams” doors

The teens are also not
exempt from parental disci-
pline, as they found out
while unwinding prior to a
concert schedule with famed
country artist Alan Jackson.
“The kids went on a church
hayride one night before the
tour,” remembers Steve.
“They got into singing
around the campfire, and
stayed much longer than
they’d promised. They had a

phone, but they = g
didn’t call and A
their mother |
and I were wor- |
ried sick. When
they got back to
the bus, we told
them they were
grounded. |
remember them
both saying, ‘You
guys can’t ground
us, we're going on
tour with Alan
Jackson.” But
we did.”

“Our parents have
tried to teach us that

i —

hard work and disci- | —

pline are necessary to
achieve your goals,” says
Amanda, “and that’s impor-
tant for any person. The
video we did for our newest
single, ‘Jimmy’s Got a Girl-
friend’ meant 5:30 a.m.
filming and long hours. But
we’re glad we put in the
required effort.”

Speaking up and sticking to it

The sheer love of music is
one reason why the Wilkin-
sons are enjoying continued
success 1n the recording
industry. And, just as many
people are motivated by a

special mentor, Steve says
his children have often pro-
vided strong encouragement.

“If anybody ever dragged
their feet on our musical
career, 1t was me, Steve
admits. “In 1996, some gigs
fell apart for the family and
the rug just seemed to be
pulled from under me. I told
the kids we were going to
call it quits. They started
crying, and both of them
said, ‘Dad, nobody loves
quitters.’

“After a few minutes,
Amanda gave me a tremen-
dous boost of motivation
when she said, very respect-
fully, ‘Dad, you can stop if
you want to, but if I stop,
I’ll die.’ I saw then that we
all have a place and a role
tg play, and mine was to
cpntinue on as best I could
0 help my children reach
heir goals and dreams.”

For the Wilkinsons,
family experiences together
strongly shape their music.
Even as they change, the
things that make the family
special remain the same: the
wonder of life, the gift of
love, the joy of music and
the ethic of working hard to
achieve success. &




Alecia Elliott, 17, keeps in tune with herself ana

= =]

her audience while

e singing her way to the top

Since she was 8, Alecia Elliott of Muscle
Shoals, Alabama, has captivated crowds
with her joy of singing and entertaining.

She also noticed FFA members in her local
school who believed in setting goals and
trying your best. Similar ideas have all
played a role in Alecia’s singing career,
which blossomed recently with the release
of her first CD, “I’m Diggin’ It.”

“My parents have always been so cool
about taking me where | want to be,
which is singing somewhere,” says Alecia,
17. But we all believe you must make
opportunity happen. Achieving goals and
progressing in life is more than just luck.”

e e e ——— —e E———— e T =

Your Complete Source

e Aquaculture
e Aquaponics
e Hydroponics

e T A —

Alecia began her career by singing at an
early age to crowds at state fairs, talent
contests, festivals and any other events
with a stage.

“] didn’t always win those contests,”
admits Alecia, “but | always figured it was
the participation that mattered. | guess I'm
a good loser! Plus, | was doing what |

love. | think FFA members can relate to
that. The best advice | ever got was to just
keep trying your best, and success will
come. It truly isn’t whether you win or
lose, though, but what you learn in the
process.”

Complete curricula & equipment for teaching biology,
mathematics, science, and physics.

We carry complete systems or build your own system
Alecia encourages FFA members and | from our huge inventory of over 6,000 parts.

others close to her age to remain sensitive | &
to-ouporhuiiies T SRR E— Send for your free 500-page catalog today.

then to use setbacks as guiding posts for |
life. “We all get discouraged from time to
time,” Alecia says. f

‘‘When | was 14, before | got my record
deal, | had pretty much given up and start-
ed getting down about it. But | just knew |
was supposed to be doing something dif-
ferent, something more with music. Think-
ing like that, and the movie ‘Selena,” which
iIs about a young singer who didn’t give up,
made me get up and start going back to
Nashville.

ECO-SYSTEMS, INC.

Since 1978

www.aquaticeco.com ¢ e-mail: aes@aquaticeco.com
1767 Benbow Court, Apopka, FL 32703 ® 1-877/-FISH-STUF e Fax: 407-886-6787
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“So keep your eyes and ears open to
inspiration, and then follow your heart.”
— by Jeff Tennant
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Childress, Texas, FFA members, including (from left) Nick Oldham, Daniel Verastegui, Leah Crosby and Kyle Christopher, have conquered the
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eenagers have taken to
the Internet in droves.
They are heavy users of
e-mail and downloadable
musIic not to mention chat
rooms and live video. But
that’s not the halt of it. Like
so many other technologies,
young people have adapted
to the Internet more quickly
than adults and tend to be
more sophisticated users.
Today’s FFA members not
only exchange hundreds of
messages daily on the FFA
chat sites, but they also build

ternet with a chapter web site.

their own web sites, both for

chapter and personal use, and

conduct significant online
research.

Kyle Christopher, a junior
at Childress High School,
Childress, Texas, 1s a prime

example. He started using the

Web during his freshman
year to look up intormation,
and the rest is history.
Christopher’s FFA chapter
completed several research
projects on local wildlite and

wanted to share their results.

“We decided to publish the
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results on a web site so that
the information would be
available to others,” Christo-
pher says. “I enjoy develop-
ing sites and coding
information, so I volunteered
to create the site. Plus, it’s
kind of neat to think that
people from all over the
world can see what we’re
doing and access the
information.”

Christopher says he got
the 1dea while he was looking
for information on another
subject. “I use the Web a lot
to tfind information,” he says.
“You can find practically
anything you want fairly
quickly. Since we use the
results ot other people’s
work, I thought it would be
cool to share our results.”
For a look at Christopher’s
work, go to
www.txsys.net/wildlife.

From the classroom
to careers

As in other areas of industry,
[nternet start-up businesses
are launching that are
agriculturally oriented.
And, many are hungry tor
talent. In particular, they are
looking for young people
who understand agriculture
and the new technologies.
Rachel Fehringer, who
served as a national FFA offi-
cer in 1996-97, graduated
trom Colorado State Univer-
sity last May with a bache-
lor’s degree in agricultural
business. She landed a job
with VantagePoint as a mar-

keting manager. VantagePoint
(www.VantagePoint.com),
which launched in May, pro-
vides an in-depth online
record keeping system to help
farmers make better manage-
ment decisions.

“Working at VantagePoint
1s really similar to working
with my FFA chapter,”
Fehringer says. “We all work
together as a team to get
things done. We’re all work-
Ing to enhance this incredible
tool that empowers farmers
to make better decisions.
With the information our
users have, they will be
rewarded tor quality and
environmentally sound prac-
tices in addition to volume.
This tool will help tarmers
become better managers and
drive the food industry
toward more quality as
opposed to just quantity.”

Skills in demand

“Rachel 1s one of 17 tormer
FFA members on our staff,”
says Dale Johnson, the com-
pany’s director of corporate
sales. “We are looking tor
young people with an agricul-
tural background who have
lots ot people skills. We also
need people who understand
Web design, programming
and database modeling and
who have business skills.”
Johnson continues, “Our
ideal employee 1s someone
who has a little bit of a
technical background, com-
puter skills and who was
raised on a farm. Rachel is

one of those ideal people.
Her can-do attitude and abili-
ty to be a team player are
really important. Those are
the skills FFA builds. As a
company, we are very inter-
ested in the leadership skaills
FFA develops in its members.”
Steve Baker, vice president
of business development
for DirectAg.com, agrees.
Baker, who once served as
president of the Payson-
Seymour FFA Chapter in
[llinois, says, “About halt of
our leadership team has an
FFA background. Exposure
to leadership and developing
those skills are very key
in our business. [ use the
speaking skills I learned in
FFA every day, making pre-
sentations and speaking
to audiences about our
company. The Internet tools
we’re developing today will
cause a true remnvention
of agriculture and the
success of our effort
will be dependent
upon our effective-
ness as leaders.”
Baker encour-
ages today’s
FFA members
to spend

]
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time surfing the Web and
learning how business-to-
business Internet transactions
(also referred to as B2B) are
changing the business world.

The outlook for today’s
FFA member 1s bright and
this new industry 1s offering a
ton of opportunities. As if
that weren’t enough, the lead-
ers of this new industry are
looking to today’s FFA mem-
bers for leadership.

“As we look at the future
of our company,” Johnson
says, “I tirmly believe 1t will
be the next crop of students
who will help us take this
new type of business to the
next level.”
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how the Internet is a powerful new tool in ag.
Click onto DirectAg.com today to shop, buy
and finance top ag brands online, plus get the
latest news, weather and ag dirt 24/7.

participate
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producers on DirectAg.com, they earn $2,500 and

take home the grand prize in our “E-Future of Ag”
contest. That’s $7,000 travel cash to attend the

The future of ag is growing online. Just ask the
FFA Chapter in Talihina, Okla. By signing up 500
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You may have seen studies
that reveal how rural teens
abuse drugs and alcohol as
much or more as their
counterparts in urban
environments.

FFA members in Spencer

County, Kentucky, are fighting

against substance abuse. The
chapter hosts a drug and
alcohol prevention assembly,
bringing in a guest speaker
and orchestrating activities

before and after the gathering.
“We work with a retired police

officer who comes in and

presents an assembly on drug

and alcohol abuse to the
whole student body,” says
Chad Thompson, Spencer
County FFA Chapter
president. “It's a very power-

ful presentation. He seems to

influence a lot of students by
helping them realize the con-
sequences of their actions.”

Members work hard to
promote the assembly and

other chapter drug-awareness

efforts. They prepare news

b jeri ;

articles, sponsor a poster

|
"1 -
Altic -

Oy O W - l A ly released study by the National Center on Addiction
- - - ' ! ew - . _ .
tion-night celebration and run ’i\ : Subst Abuse at Columbia University, based primarily
. and Substance . |
| : n rura
a peer-mentoring program. \‘ﬂ] on 1999 data, contains sobering news for many |
i ; i $ s ' : : al
“Project Graduation” is i America. The study found that eighth-graders in rur
= A ifiIct ILA. ' ) S tﬂ
another cornerstone in the % America are 104% likelier than those in urban center
MTICTICaG at© £ . th).
chapter’s plan of attack. The ¢ - mphetamines, including methamphetamines (me
u use arn id .
event occurs in conjunction t, ' that rural eighth-graders were 83%
with graduation, and “is i R — ' -nd 34% likelier to smoke mari
basically a lock-in that starts 4 likelier to use crack cocaine, a
i |

n counterparts. In addition, the study

ﬁll T 1= F':{._“.r "“'hiﬁ
_[13{351.‘_1, than their | otten drunk

< 8 l '. 'q-.-"E

at midnight,” explains Chad.
“Each senior is allowed to
bring a guest and we plan a | and 29° - : early five
bunch of activities — basket 1 nore than twice as likely to smoke cigarettes and nearly

— - MOore uian LWwiLE

accCcoO.

ball, volleyball and other . times likelier to use smnokeless tobacc
games. Area businesses con- '-U}. Clearly, drug ane
tribute and each senior will *I-*“T in rural areas. You and your
win between $100 and f
$1,000. By providing |
activities and incentives,
we attract a good crowd
and keep people out of
accidents and mishaps on
graduation night.”

Volunteering your time
to promote drug abuse
awareness could change
someone’s life ‘for good.”

jon | ded
{ alcohol awareness and prevention 1S nee

chapter could lead the way In

Will you accept the challenge to

vour school and community.

4 o
make a difference.:
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'change"

The new album from the Sons Of The Desert featuring |
the hits “Change” and “Everybody’s Gotta, Grow Up Sometime”. Available June 13th

MCA

T AL A DY

' © 2000 MCA Nashville, a division of UMG Recordings:tnc:>> v, 4



ive-thirty in the morning
1s, for most teens, one ot

two things: a time tor
deep sleeping or a time to
rise and greet the new day.
Some drift in and out ot
dreams. Others do battle
with blaring alarms. Stll
others wake peacetully,
enjoving the sunrise or the
scent of brewing cottee.

For Karen Thorpe, how-
ever, the predawn hour 1s
devoted to dogs.

“There are seven,” says
Thorpe, a protessional dog
trainer with Assistance Dogs
ot the West, a nonprofit
organization based in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. Thorpe
and her colleagues train
dogs to help physically and
emotionally disabled people.

Not unlike the humans
who train them, or the peo-
ple they serve, the seven
dogs here are special. One
ucky Labrador sleeps on
her bed. The rest fight for
tloor space nearby.

“The way we do things
might seem a little crazy,”
says Thorpe, “but I'm used
o 1t

L B W | g— e .",—T'll Bl 40 8 u"!.'ll' et
\ Tt 01 Tk P isa J:.:.'f.’" '.".'r

IR o o W 1
-|lll A I| H I i L il | a A W 1 |
PR DUSs CHENRE 0 I NN e |

First the dogs are let out.
Then, an hour or so later,
breakfast 1s served: seven
bowls, seven piles of tood.
Finally, when they’re
through eating, it’s time for
work. “It I leave the bath-
room door open, they have
to push it shut for me,” says
Thorpe. “It I drop the keys,
it’s their job to pick them
up. They're constantly
learning.”

Career field booming
Even 1t your pet doesn’t
open doors or tetch your car
keys, animals are a major
part ot modern, everyday
ite. Cats, gerbils, birds and
ish are all kept as pets.
Mice and rabbits are invalu-
able in the scientific commu-
nity. The sound of barking
dogs 1s common in almost
any neighborhood. It should
come as no surprise, then,
that careers in animal care—
everything from working as
a veterinary assistant to pet
sitting—are tlourishing.
“There are tons of jobs
out there,” says Jerilee Zezu-
la, an associate professor of

By Chris Hayhurst

applied animal science, and
the coordinator of the small
animal care program at New
Hampshire’s Thompson
School of Applied Sciences.
“Groomers are looking tor
people lett and right. The
boarding kennel industry 1s
going crazy.’

Still, just because the
j0bs are there doesn’t
mean they’re easy to get.
“You've got to be willing to
get 1n there and work,” says
Zezula. “And 1t you want
to move up the ladder, you
have to be able to think
and reason.”

Competition 1s keen,
especially tor positions that
demand experience. While
some jobs require little more
than a high school diploma
and a willingness to work,
others are ottered only to
those with proper schooling
or, In some cases, certifica-
tion from protfessional orga-
nizations. And, to make
matters more ditficult, com-
pensation is often low con-
sidering the amount of time
and effort required, and
working conditions can be




Job Search .
The following organizations are

great sources of mformahon on
all kinds of small animal |

noisy, dirty and physically
demanding.

“That’s the problem with
anmimal jobs,” says Zezula,
who 1s also a veterinarian.
“A lot of people want to
work 1n the field because
they love animals, but they
have no idea what they’re
getting Into.”

e F - —
iR

“ Thorpe teaches

can be invaluable. It you
have the opportunity, try
volunteering or, even better,
working as a paid appren-
tice. Then again, 1t science
isn’t your thing or hands-
on animal work sounds

too hairy, consider becom-
ing a lawyer, accountant,
receptionist or other pro-

Animg|

e American Animal Hospital

Association, 800/883-6301,

- www. healthypet.com

American Association for
Laboratory Animal Science,
901/754-8620,
www.aalas.org

American Boarding Kennels
Association, 719/591-1113,
www.abka.com

American Veterinary Medical
Association, 847/925-8070,
WWW.avma.org

Assistance Dogs International,
610/869-4902,
www.assistance-dogs-intl.org

Association of Pet Dog
Trainers, 800/738-3647,
www.apdt.com

Delta Society, 800/869-6898,

tessional and otfering your —— -
_ * « www.deltasociety.org
Steps to success skills to an animal-related Amima tomy .
So what does it take to suc- business or organization Ak L Mt Lt
) Sallze teacher United States, 202/452-1100,

ceed? According to Nancy
Peterson, an ex-veterinary
technician, one-time dog
trainer and the current
animal-careers expert at the
Humane Society of the Unit-
ed States, preparation begins
in school. Courses in animal
science are helptul, as 1s
biology. It you think you
may want to run your own
business, a background in
mathematics and communi-
cations can’t hurt.

Practical experience

PHOTOS BY JEFF TENNANT

that needs them.

Most of all, however, the
key to a career in animal
care, whether 1t be as a
trainer of search-and-rescue
dogs, a breeder or a pet-
store employee, 1s remem-
bering just what attracts you
to the field in the tirst place.
“It’s a very rewarding job,”
Thorpe explains after a long
day at work, her canine
trainees asleep near her teet.
“Nothing is ever the same.”

go beyond wages:

www.hsus.org

National Animal Control
Association, 800/828-6474,
www.netplace.net/naca

National Association of Dog
Obedience Instructors,
www.nadoi.org

National Association of
Professional Pet Sitters,

202/393-3317,
www.petsitters.org

National Dog Groomers
Association of America,
724/962-2711,
www.nauticom.net/www/ndga

North American Veterinary
Technician Association,
765/742-2216,
www.avima.org/navta

Pet Industry Joint -Advisory
Council, 800/553-7387,



In determining your options,
it's a good idea to assess
your situation and the
reasons you need a job in the
first place. “Do you need to
make $3,000 because that's
1 the only way you'll be able to

course, doesn't mean the end  career- WY afford college?” asks Brain.

“Or is mone tani 2
of summer fun. In fact, a exﬂmp‘e} kennel ¥y not an issue?
for position as a ™™= If how much money you

Holding down a job, of

little hard work is a good idea da arian :

for several reasons.gFor one, \::\per with @ :Etft::z on D?CR'_“ IS not high. on your list
you'll get your first taste of (and see our 1€ A\ care)- of pr _'Ol"ltles, COpSlder an
what it's like to make your careers | anim 4 the ;np.a \d internship with a local
own money. You can use the we Jlready bage® re huSlrfess or volunteering at a
cash you earn to pay off bills, \ yOU{ our dreams yoe \ “OSD“H' OI" homeless shelter.
save for college or buy things jon zead of the g_amet' get You o t make any

you “need” like movie te:l ::owe\'eﬂ lt'_ t“?:b out tmhzn::' "-"_3)’5 Brain, “but
tickets, c_lnthing, computer ‘:: éeal'- “There ‘itaz:ny iﬂvaluaﬁetﬁnce can be

?fc‘:: ES;;I: ic?t: rac{;?:l'ssi-?: :tnd' there 10 :‘:; i\mﬁys Marshall

you might find your work ‘;:;?fzut?o ¢ "T::}ethe Real

experience to be the perfect s Guide hing
- nage : t thi
stepping stone toward a Tee oria

If you're really ambitious, consider
running your own small business this

Try flipping through the phone book for interesting summer. A little creativity and some solid
businesses that may need help. Once you've plans are all it takes. “Figure out what

compiled a respectable list, start making calls. people in your area want or need, then_
put together a plan,” recommends Kevin

Keith, manager of the national FFA
Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards program.
The Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards
program is sponsored by the Kauffman
Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership,
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation.
The program offers cash prizes ranging
from $100 to $1,000 for FFA members
who come up with one-of-a-kind
business plans.
| Once you have a plan, you’'ll have to
. get to work. But don't forget, just
because you're your own boss doesn’t
mean that your summer job will be a
breeze. Hard work almost always comes
with the territory.

For information on how to start your
own business, as well as all the details
on the Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards
. program, check out the program’s Web
. site at www.ffa.org/activities/index.html
(click on “Ag-Entrepreneurship”)
or call 317/802-4254.

| e
to vou by MI
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PROVIDING A RICh, FERTILE ENVIRONMENT

FoR oUR MosT VALUARBLe PRODUCT:
AMmeRICAN YouTH.

GMAC

Chevrolet® Pontiac® Buick® Oldsmobile® Cadillac®

GMAC is a registered service mark of the General Motors Acceptance Corporation. ©2000 GMAC. All Rights Reserved.




Many thanks to the Tomales, California, FFA Chapter for
sending in the most survey forms. As you can see, the

movié “Titanic” is history, Drew rules and Led cools.

Iemale aﬂlﬂl'

ifedtie prinze, Ik
“"‘“’ leonardo dicaprio

ﬁh‘ jé;; 3@5 ﬂ

I'IBII site amazon

—

m in the middie
seinfeld

velerinarign | _
78 fast food worker

shania twain '
v b garth brooks

o putf daddy

Hinp bizki

rock artist

[

tditors note: Thanks to Jennifer Skrzypozynski, 17, of Carnl Stréeam,
tiinois, for her fine work in realling ail of the surveys and iallying
the resulls.
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Type of party

Kind of clothes

Type of party

Kind of movie

~ Kind of movie__

Type of restaurant

- Type of fes’taurant

Kind of perfume

Kind of cologne

Kind of perfume

Kind of cdlﬁ_éné i

FFA New Horizons

What’s Hol
p.0. Box 68960

indianapolis, IN
46268-0960

Address

City/Town

State

Phone

I 7'(/[.554
‘| , WELDING
SCHOOL

I "World Class Welders"

I ® Over $3,800/month,

reported average -~ g |
I starting pay by .\ ¥

353 of 359, 1999 \\m £

I graduates. a I

Alan Kight Jr
FFA-Talilhina, OK

® Complete a welding
I program in only 3 V2 months!

® Seniors call for free video.

| Call: 1-877-WELD MAX

I www.weldingschool.com

2545 E. 11th St. « Tulsa, OK 74104

- Lic. by OBPVS

Web survey about
livestock show issues

Tell us what you think at:
www/surveyhost.com/livestock/




Dodge Dakota's bold stvling, desirable size, and Magnum" power have made it a big
hit. So with the addition of two more full-size doors, the new Dakota Quad Cab
looks like a solid home run. Look at the stats: Its rear doors open almost 90", for easy
| access to a remarkably roomy interior. It still boasts best-in-class car¢o room, too.
And its new, available, 235-horsepower, *Next Generation™ 4.7 liter Magnum V-8 was named to Ward'’s “Ten Best Engines”™
list for 1999. Dodge Dakota Quad Cab. It'’s in a whole different league.

Dodge Dakota Quad Cab (87 Different.

S00-4-A-DODGE or www.4adodee.con

‘Compansons vs. compact crew cab pickups.  “%230 HP in California and northeastern states with special emission standards

Always use seat belts. Remember a backseat is the safest place tor children
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U: Why did the girl mush-
room go out with the
boy mushroom?

A: Because he was a
fun-guy.

Jerry
Altus, Oklaboma

0: What do you say to
Butch, Jimmy and Joe

on a date’

A: Butch your arms
around me, Jimmy a kiss,
or I'll Joe home!

Monroeuville, Indiana

: What kind of pants
do ghosts wear?
A: Boo jeans.

Jeremylittlejohn

Lafavette, Georgia

0: What do you have
when you have 100
temale pigs and 100 male
deer?

A: 100 sows-"n-bucks

NickRodina
OTTLH.{ 'a, KLIHSLIS

7 REY CHARLIE DID &
| You GET THAT E'HNL A
ISENT You ?
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0: Why do cows wear
bells?

A: Because their horns
don’t work!

stephenKesseler

Sanger, Texas

0: What happened to the
egg at school?

A: He got eggspelled.
CaseyRendon

Fullerton, California

U: How does a poultry
tarmer know when 1t’s
cold out?

A: When a turkey walks
around with a capon.

Coventry, Connecticut

U: Why do elephants have
trunks?

A: Because they don’t have
olove compartments.

JeremybDa

Reedsburg, Wisconsin

1 WAS ASKING WHAT
YoU WERE (GoING TO

U: Which side of the

chicken has the most
feathers?

A: The outside.
JoshStryker

Gambier, Ohio

0: If two wrongs don’t
make a right, then what
does two rights make?
A: An airplane (Wright
Brothers).

jodyHal't
Bell, Florida

J: What sound might you
hear it you threw a piano
down a mine shatt?

A: A flat miner.

--aWiegand

Secor, Illinois

0: How do you make anti-
freeze?

A: Steal her blanket.
JakeGerst

Grand Rapids, Michigan

You GOING To
ANSWER ME ?

FFA New Horizons will pay
$5 for each joke selected for
Last Laff. In case we receive
more than one of the same
joke, payment will be for

the first one received.
Contributions cannot be
acknowledged or returned.

Address your jokes to:

Last Laff

FFA New Horizons

P.0. Box 68960
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960

Shop for FFA
merchandise online
www.faunlimited.org

unlimited
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John Justin

When John Justin's grandfather, H.J., built the first pair of Justin Boots
in Spanish Fort, Texas, back in 1879, he gave birth to a tradition that lives today.

That tradition 1s based on quality and has come to be known as the "Standard of the West".
Quality 1s as important to the tradition of making Justin Boots as it 1s to the people who
choose to wear them. People like 7-time NASCAR Winston Cup Series Champion, Dale Earnhardt;
16-time ProRodeo World Champion, Jim Shoulders and NFL Hall of Fame Inductee, Randy White.
As well as, Baseball Hall of Fame record holder, Nolan Ryan and Country Music Star, George Strait.
They are all winners, and they all wear Justin Boots.

The Standard of the West, since 1879.

®

2 BOOTS

Justin Boot Company  Fort Worth, Texas ~ www.justinboots.com
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