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FiTst Day, June 28, 1929 
The Thirty-Second Convention of 

the American Turnerbund was called 
to order Friday, June 28, at 10 :30 
A. M. by Richard Pertuch, President 
of the Philadelphia District. He 
welcomed the delegates and expressed 
his pleasure and satisfaction at hav­
ing the national convention in Phila­
delphia for the first time since the 
year 1900; a pleasure and honor, he 
said, the city as well as the Turn-­
bezirk highly appreciated. 

Turner Joseph I. Smith, President 
of the Philadelphia Turngemeinde, 
welcomed the delegates on behalf of 
hi society. He was followed by 
Turner Richard Wegelein, member of 
the Philadelphia City Council, who 
represented the Mayor. Both speak­
ers gave a vivid picture of the growth 
and achievements of the City of 
Brotherly Love since its founding 
150 years ago, and especially since 
the Turner Convention in 1900. 

A committee from the Ladies' Aux--
. iliary Convention, headed by Mrs. 
Louise Bucke, St. Loui , Mrs. Heyn, 
Cleveland, brought the greeting of 
the ladies, which were accepted with 
lively applause. Return greetings, 
later in the day, were delivered by a 
committee consisting of the honorary 
chairman, the chairman, and the J a-­
tional President. 

National President George Seibel 
then opened the official part of the 

convention, - in the presence of the 
ladies, with the following message, 
which was received with a prolonged 
demonstration of applause. 
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Message of President Seibel 
For the first time in many years 

the convention of the American Tur-­
nerbund, our Tagsatzung, is held in 
the East, and it is . a happy omen 
that it should be held in the city of 
Philadelphia-a city associated with 
all that -we hold most dear and revere 
most highly in this America, with 
our ancient liberties and our undying 
ideals. 

The city where Thomas Jefferson 
wrote the immortal Declaration of 
Independence, where Benjamin 
Franklin first made the printing-press 
a power for mental progress in our 
land, where Thomas Paine issued his 
flaming tirades against tyranny, is the 
appropriate spot for the gathering of 
an association devoted to the cause of 
liberty in all its variou forms, to the 
building up of sound bodies in order 
that men may develop sound minds . 

We are glad to gather in Phila­
delphia, whose l'I'urngerheinde has 
celebrated its eightieth anniversary. 
Our deliberations and decisions should 
be worthy of this old Turner city's 
proud and glorious history. 

everal important chapters in Tur­
ner annals have been written during 
the past year. The Turnfest of the 
Deutsche Turner chaft at Cologne 
took place in last July, and the Amer--



ican Turners who went over to the 
number of several thousand had every 
reason tq be proud of their cham­
pion . An · American, Emil Preiss of 
Chicago, hared the highest honors 
with a German Turner. Many of our 
contestants came home garlanded 
with wreaths of victory: 

The Cologne Turnfest was a mag­
nificent demonstration of the vitality 
of Father J ahn's idea-and also an 
astounding revelation of the unbroken 
and immortal spirit of the German . 
races from which we are descended. 
It was more than that-it was a re­
knitting of old fraternal ties and a 
fresh consecration to united effort in 
promoting the peace of nations and 
the happiness of all humanity. 

This is history-it belongs to the 
past. Vv e are met today to discuss 
problem of the future. Again I 
must repeat the words I set forth 
last year: 

We are not doing a well as we 
should. The missi·onary spirit of old 
seems to be turning to embers. The 
flaming zeal of our fathers is only 
flickering in our day. Unless steps 
are taken to counteract this apathy, 
and to spread the princ'iples of our 
organization into places where they 
are yet unknown, our future is in e­
cure. 

This is due in large mea ure to the 
fact that our youth has not been im­
pregnated with our principles. The 
Turner cause is a cause that calls to 
young men . Father Jahn started the 
Turner movement with young people 
and for young people. It is you th 
that mu t carry the banner and storm 
the heights. Youth alone that can 
win the battle. 

If the young men and young wom­
en for whom this organization was 
founded do not pick up the weapons 

· that have dropped from the grasp of 
our fallen heroes, the fairest hopes 
humanity has known will sink to 
ruin and defeat. 

In mo t of our Turner soc1et1e , 
old men or agino- men stand at the 
helm to guide the ship. They have 
labored arduously. T'hey are entitled 
to rest on their laurels in the evening 
of their glorious day. But others 
must rise and take hold of the wheel, 
to guide the ship to port. 

This is a call to youth! 
\Vhere are these young hands? 

Where these young eye looking eag­
erly toward the shores of tomorrow? 
\i\There these young voices shouting 
the battle cry of freedom? 

In many cases, where the elders 
still conduct the affairs of Turner so­
cieties, it is becau e they have been 
unable to find young spirits to follow 
in their footsteps. 

In some cases it may be because 
they have not had enough faith in 
the younger spirits to relinquish con­
trol. 

In a few cases, perhaps, they have 
selfishly held on to the power and 
prestige of office until they have dis­
couraged possible successors. 

It should be understood that the 
Turner cause is greater than any 
individual's ambition, more powerful 
than any individual's personal capaci­
ties. It does not depend on any man 
or clique of men. If it has not within 
its elf the potency of life, if it has no 
longer any service to render to dem­
ocracy and liberty, then it will per­
ish, no matter what effort. is put forth . 
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But who will question the contin­
ued need of Turner activities? Who 
that looks out upon our beloved land 
will fail to realize that in this tur­
moil of selfishness and un crupulou 
bigotry, the great principles enun­
ciated 'by the fathers still require 
apostles and defenders! 

Even the cause of phy ical educa­
tion, triumphantly vindicated so that 
it has become part and parcel of 
American school systems, sti ll de­
mands vigilant care to keep it from 



disintegration and being lost in noisy 
sport. 

·Let the elders one by one step 
aside, and call upon the young men 
to do their part. N cstor may be all 
right in council, but Achilles is 
needed in the battle. This is the age 
of young men. Give them a chance! 

Besides turning over the leadership 
of the organization to the young men, 
we must cultivate a new spirit of 
sacrifice and enthusiasm in the finan­
cial column. It is no longer possible 
to conduct the business of any or­
ganization according to the old sy -
tern which has become penny-wise 
and pound-foolish. Nowadays men 
talk in dollars instead of nickels. 
Holding fast to the old sense of 
values, many societies lag behind, un­
able to offer in their halls such equip­
ment as the more modern and gener­
ous-spirited of other organizations 
provide for their members. Such o­
cicties naturally lose members con­
tinually, and there is no incentive for 
new members to join, and ultimately 
these societies pass out of existence, 
perhaps dividing up a few hundrerl 
dollar and leaving an inglorious 
memory. 

I call upon every Turnverein within 
the Bund to take tock of its finan­
cial po ition. Is it paying its way? 
I it building for the future? Is it 
competing in effective manner with 
similar organizations for accretion of 
membership and for the growth in 
loyalty of those who are members? 

These things must be done if we 
are to continue as a force in the his­
tory of this country. The Turner 
principle are the same that were 
put into the Declaration of Independ­
ence and the Gettysburg Address by 
J effer on and Lincoln-the two great­
est men America has ever produced. 
The Turner spirit is the American 
spirit-the spirit of democracy and 
human equality. We must find ways 

to spread this spirit m ever widening 
circles. 

The National Executive Commit­
tee, realizing the importance of such 
missionary activity, has started work 
in this direction, and more will be 
undertaken as soon as the workers 
are found. Co-operation on the part 
of districts and societies will be re­
quired and is expected. 

There i no reason to despair of 
the outcome-if our message is prop­
erly pr~ ented it will be embraced by 
thousands. The experience of two 
districts, vVestern New York and 
Lake Erie, shows that it is possible 
for Turnverein to have waiting lists 

~of people who wish to become mem­
bers. And we should take pride in 
our membership growth, not deplore 
the fact that per capita tax will be 
increased and conceal such increase 
in order to save 50 cents. It is my 
certain belief that the membership of 
the Turner'bund is at least 40,000, 
though the tatistics are many thou­
sands short of that number. 
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Why should we la ugh at Scotch 
jokes when we see how slowly the 
Jahn Educational Fund i growing! 
There is no doubt whatever that the 
objective will be attained, but we 
cannot afford to drag the campaign 
out, and we should be ashamed to 
drag the contributions out of unwill­
ing pur es. If we had adopted the 
customary methods of extracting such 
funds, employing financial dentists to 
pull your gold teeth, the Fund would 
already be double what it was plan­
ned. vVe trusted to your initiative 
and generosity, and the Fund is about 
one-half of what it should be. It is 
unnecessary to say more upon this 
topic. 

There is. another subject of which 
I have spoken in two succes ive mes­
sages-the creation of a Fund for 
the retirement of instructors who 
have faithfully served their ocieties 



for many years. The suggestion was 
made that some one with means to 
do so come forward with an initial 
gift of not less than $5,000 to start 
such a fund. Upon such a gift we 
could build a system based upon con­
tributions from three sources-the 
Bund, the society, and the instruc­
tor, as in the teachers' pension funds 
many state educational departments 
have established. 

Up to the present no Maecenas or 
Carnegie has claimed this honor. So 
I am going to suggest to this Con­
vention to create such a Fund 'by 
taking $5,000 available in the Treas· 
ury of the Bund, which has not been 
designated for any other purpose. 
This $5,000 will form the nucleus of 
the Fund. If there is any district 
or society that wishes to add another 
$5,000 to this sum, the National Ex­
ecutive Committee will be glad and 
pr.oud to place the administration of 
the Fund in the hands of that district 
or society. The Jahn Fund is admin­
istered in Pittsburgh, so the new 
Fund should be located somewhere 
else. Provision should be made for 
its continual growth in the same way 
that provision has been made for the 
continued growth of the Jahn Fund. 

This may also be advanced by an­
other suggestion. By careful man­
agement and economy the National 
Executive Committee has been able 
to carry on its work effectively, and 
has no inclination to indulge in future 
extravagahces. If the Convention 
authorizes us to pay 5 cents of all 
per capita tax into the Jahn Educa­
tional Fund and 5 cents into the 
Teachers' Retirement Fund, I believe 
the rapid completion of these Funds 
would be definitely assured. There 
will also be an incentive to our so­
cieties and districts to do missionary 
work in order to increase their mem­
bership. Increased revenues from in­
creased membership would provide 
sufficient means to carry on the mis-

sionary work the need of which has 
been pointed out. 

Lack of general interest in the 
undertaking has been responsible dur­
ing the past two years for the failure 
of our attempt to launch the new 
"Turner's Weekly" authorized by the 
last Convention. Some societies did 
all that could be expected to secure 
subscriptions-others did hardly any­
thing. After three numbers had been 
issued, it was obvious that the de­
mand for such a publication had been 
prematurely voiced. Turners did not 
feel its need in sufficient number to 
assure a subscription list that would 
make it worth while. So the publica­
tion was discontinued, though all the 
machinery for its resumption is in 
hand. It remains for the present 
Convention to decide what should 
now be done. Some suggestions of 
value are before the Convention-they 
should be discussed calmly and dis­
passionately, to provide for a national 
organ. 

When these various matters have 
been disposed of, when the Jahn 
Fund has reached its goal, when the 
Teachers' Retirement Fund is well 
established, when the problem of the 
national organ has been solved, we 
must also take into consideration the 
future of our Normal College, now 
located at Indianapolis. 
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Indianapolis has made a great suc­
cess of this institution. It is one of 
the few schools of its kind regarded 
with highest favor by educational 
authorities. Other organizations 
who e principles do not harmonize 
with ours are actually reaching out 
acquisitive hands for this splendid 
engine of educational activity. 

vVe should provide within the next 
few years a permanent home and an 
adequate endowment for the Normal 
College. While the devotion and in­
telligence of the men in Indianapolis 
have made the institution the success 
it is, these men, like the rest of us, 



are growing old in years and a bit 
weary in spirit. It is for the young 
to raise aloft the banner and go forth 
into the battle. We wish to pass the 
command on to them unimpaired and 
undismayed. 

The word "battle" is not used in 
any poetic sense. If we strive to be 
real Turners, we have a real fight be­
fore us. If the American people do 
not wake up soon, they'll wear more 
padlocks than medals. Intrenched 
busybodies .tell you what you shall 
drink; voices over the radio tell you 
what yoti should think. Pennsylvania 
cannot even get rid of its Blue Laws 
or its Cossacks. Innocent citizens are 
shot down upon the highways by the 
government's Black Hundred, who are 
trying to enforce laws that are them­
selves crime and can be enforced 
only by criminals. 

We need a new birth of freedom, 
a new Declaration of Independence­
and in this city, within ound of the 
Liberty Bell, the air is propitious. 

Let us look to the future-let us 
take hope of a new sunrise in the 
eyes of our youth-and let us con­
tinue in the true Turner spirit to 
work for the upbuilding of the human 
race, for its emancipation from an­
cient taboo and superstition, for its 
glorious advancement toward a real 
civilization, in which such anachron­
i tic ulcers as vVar and Prohibiti n 
will have disappeared and the human 
spirit, truly free, will climb . to the 
utmo t peak of dreams the poets and 
philosophers have visioned. 

GEORGE EIBEL. 

The convention then selected Tur­
ner Martin olde a chairman and 
Turner Fred Olt as secretary pro 
tern. 

A committee on credentials was ap­
pointed, con isting of Adolph Mat­
thiessen, August Buchholtz, Konrad 
Krueck, Leopold Zwarg and Andrew 

Lascari. After a short recess the 
committee reported that the follow­
ing delegates were present and en­
titled to sit and vote in the conven­
tion: 

. Report of Committee on Credentials 

New York: Martin olde, J. H. Bos­
sert, Albert F. Thielemann, Robert 

tahl, Felix Roehr, Christ \i\T uest, 
William Goepfert, vVilliam T. 
Rehm, Bernard vV. Weiler, Ber­
thold Muecke, Isidor Frank, John 
Hayn, Gustav Klose, Albert Gerske, 
Julius Roever, John Kullmann-18 
votes. 

Indiana: Dr. Carl B. Sputh, Emil 
Rath, Edward Groth, Henry Mayer, 
Leo Rappaport, H. Korte, F. H. 
Kappa-14 vote . 

Philadelphia: Richard Pertuch, G. H. 
Heineman, August Arnold, Dr. Jos. 
I. Smith, vValter Kirkpatrick, Leo 
Zwarg, B. H. Daniell, Arthur Mor­
tensen, Grover Mueller, Carl 
Kachne, Carl Racine, Louis Mayer, 
vVilliam Rei·chelt, John Kunzelman, 
·Carl Kleeman, Eduard Letzer, Emil 
Maurer, August Pierson, Ferdin­
and Turnt, Victor La Vinge, Eu­
gene Stopper-21 votes. 

New Jersey: Felix Muecke, Bernhard 
Dietrich, Reinhard Schwarze, J ac. 
Hoffmann, Karl Berndt, George 
vVollmann, Arno 0. Link, George 
Seikel, Bruno Rassack, Richard 
Gleick, Alfred G. Uhle, Paul Gleitze, 
Rudolf Mueller, Michael ·w elsch, 
Herman Hensel, M. W onneberger, 
Adolph Matthie en-.2± votes. 

Pittsburgh: Emil chmid, Augu t 
Buchholtz, Oscar Simmen, vVilliam 
Kramer, John .. Spengler, _tephen 
Dvoratzek, Andrew Kohary, \, il­
liam Pfirmann, Henry Etling, Her­
bert Floss, John E. Loi bl, Carl 
Trueg, Fred Krau e-30 votes. . 

New England: I einhard Hecke1-
Charles J. Stahle, · Emil' Guenther• 
Max Heyman, Will Brosius, Carl 



Schriftgiesser, B. F. Miller-25 
votes. 

Connecticut: Paul Schubach, 
vVeber, Karl Wagner, Paul 
fer, Ernst Kramer-6 votes . 

Illinois: Leopold Sal ti el, 
Klaf ·, Adolf Danne'berg,. 
Kraft-26 votes . 

Fred 
Pfeif-

Ernest 
Henry 

Minnesota: Albert Steinhauser, Wil­
. liam R. Kuehn, \ i\T illiam ·foeller-
3 votes. 

St. Louis: Harry Jacobs, E. D. Emme, 
Emil Funk, Bruno Sendlein-25 
votes. 

Ohio: lban V. olff, W . P. Beyer, W. 
]. Huhn, Tillo B. Martin, Fred Olt, 
W. K. Streit, Adolf Varrelmann-
7 votes. 

Wisconsin: Fred Schnell, Hans 
Goetz, Ed,;vard Deuss-11 votes. 

Lake Erie_JConrad Knleck, Henry 
Pfeiffer, Carl Volk, Edmund 
Schwertfeger, Henry W. Luther, 
Haver Bertsch, John Luthringer, 
Carl Hein, Bruno Uhl, Ernst 
Kunde, Gustav Bachman, Albert 
Ringel, Max Doeschner, Ernst 
Mildner-34: votes. 

Upper Mississippi: Henry C. Sell­
mer, \ i\Tilliam Reuter, Henry Holz, 
Joseph Proske, Kyle W. Rosk-20 
votes. 

Southern California: Carl Entenmann 
-8 votes. 

Western New Y.ork: dam V olles, 
Dettloff Klein, Andrew Lascari, 
Charley Schneider, Anthony Paul, 
Henry Kumpf, Werner F . Bult­
mann, Fritz Nicke, Paul Krimmel, 
Henry Y orkey-24 votes. 
A total of 137 delegate with 296 

votes. 
The following districts were not 

repre ented: Kansas-Missouri, South­
Centrat New Orleans, Rocky Moun­
tain, Pacific, orth Paci.fie, South­
Eastern. 

The National Executive Committee 
was represented by George Seibel, 

president; Dr. Herman Groth, vice 
president; William Voelker, secre­
tary; Erne t Herklotz, recording ec­
retary; H. J. Thier, treasurer; Rich­
ard Turnt, George J. F. Falkenstein, 
Carl Erdlen and Charles Geber. 

. The chair then appointed the fol­
lowing Turners on a committee on 
Permanent Organization; this com­
mittee al o to serve as committee ·on 
committee , to propose all standing 
committees of the com ention : Ber­
thold Muecke, Dr. Carl B. Sputh, 
William Reuter, E. D. Emme, Carl 
Entenmann, Adolph Varrelrriann and 
Paul Krimmel. 

On a motion by William Mueller, 
St. Paul, the chairman requested all 
who were delegates at the convention 
held in Philadelphia in 1900, to arise -
from their seats. The following dele­
gates responded : William Mueller, 
St. Paul; Hans Goetz, Milwaukee; 
Richard Pertuch and Augu t mold, 
Philadelphia; William Reuter, Mil­
waukee; George Seikel, ewark; John 
Heyn and Gustav Klose, ew York; 
Henry Kraft, Chicago; Henry Etling, 
Emil Schmid, Ernest Herklotz, Pitts­
burgh; Henry Luther, Cleveland; 
Fritz icke, Syracuse; Paul Schu­
bach, Holyoke. 
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To give the committee on organiza­
tion and committees time, the con­
vention adjourned until 2 :30 p. m . 

Afternoon Session 
Temporary ·Chairman Martin Nolde 

called the conventiGn to order. 
The Committee on Permanent Or­

ganization and Committees reported 
as follows: 

Honorary Chairman : Richard Per­
tuch, Philadelphia. 

Permanent Chairman: dolf fat-
thiessen, ew Jersey. 

Vice Chairman : Dr. Carl B. Sputh, 
Indiana. 

Secretaries: (German) Adolf Dan­
neberg, Illinois, and Albert Thiele­
mann, New York. 



Secretaries: (English) Fred Olt 
and William J. Huhn, both from 
Ohio. 

1 he report was accepted and the 
above-named Turners elected a of­
ficers qf the convention. 

The follow ing committees were rec­
ommended : 

Rules and Classification: \1 illiam· 
Rehm, George Roth, Carl Kleeman. 

ational Affairs : Berthold Muecke, 
Edward Groth, Reinhard Hecker, 
Fred Olt, Leopold Sal ti el, H. E. J a­
cobs, Fritz \ eber, John Luthringer, 
Henry Pfeiffer, ·D. E . Klein, nthony 
Paul, Fred Schnell, August Arnold, 
Eugene Stopper, John E. Loi bl, Au­
gust Buchholtz, ""Wilhelm Mueller, A. 
Link, Carl Entenmann, John Spen­
gler and George Seibel from J ational 
Executive Committee, ex-officio. 

Platform and Statutes: Bernard 
\\ . 'v eiler, Emil Schmid, G. Woll­
rnann, dam Valles, Ferd. Turnt, 
George J. F. Falkenstein from Na­
tional Executive Committee, ex-officio. 

Normal College: Martin olde, 
Emil Rath, Paul Krimmel, Han 
Goetz, George · Seikel, Tillo Martin, 
\ illiam Reuter, Leo Rappoport, 
Grover Mueller, Charles Geber, from 

ational Executive Committee ex­
officio. 

Educational (Mental Training) : Is­
idor Frank, H . Korte, E. D . Deuss, 
E. D. Emme, Max Doeschner, Fred 
Y rau e, Paul Gleitze, Alban \i\T olff, 
Henry Sellmer, Albert Steinhauser, 
Ed. H . Letzer, ' Richard Turnt and 
\\ illiam Voelker, from ationa1 Ex­
ecutive Committee ex-officio . 

Technical Committee (Phy ·ical 
Training) : Robert Stahl, H. Meyer, 
Charle Stahle, Emil Funk, E. Klafs, 
P. Schubach, H. Kumpf, Fritz icke, 
G. H. Heineman, William Reichelt, 
Carl Hein, Oscar Simmen, William 
[Kramer, Henry Etling, R. Gleick, 
William K. Streit, William P. Beyer, 

H . Kraft, Henry Holz, Andrew Las­
cari, Christ. Wuest, William Miller, 
Joseph Proske; Gustav Bachman, Her­
man Groth from ational Executive 
Committee ex-officio. 

ational Publication: G. Klose, 
Carl Schriftgiesser, Adolf Danneberg, 
Anthony Paul, Walter Kirkpatrick, 

_lbert Ringel, William Pfirmann, Al­
fred Uhle,- ·William Huhn, Ernest 
Herklotz from ational Executive 
Committee ex-officio. 

Finance: J. H. Bossert, F. H. Kap­
pa, Emil Guenther, Paul Pfeiffer, 
Charles Schneider, B. H. Daniell, 
John Kunzelman, K . W. :Rask, 
Felix Muecke, Henry J . Thier from 
National Executive Committee ex-of­
ficio. 

These committees, which include a 
few changes made, were approved as 
recommended. 

number of telegrams were read, 
from the mayor of Buffalo, the cham­
ber of commerce and other civic or­
ganizations, . inv1t111g the mencan 
Turnerbund to hold its next T ational 
Turnfest in Buffalo; also invitations 
fr.om Cincinnati, Chicago and Daven­
port, to hold the next conventiun in 
their respective cities. These invita­
tions were . referred to the committee 
on classifications. 

Greetings from William A. Stecher, 
at ivresent in Honolulu, and from 
Henry Braun, at present in Cali­
fornia, were read, and the secretary 
was instructed to acknowledge these 
gre'etings and express the regret of 
the Convention at their absence, de­
priving us of their most valuable ad­
vice. The secretary al o was in-
tructed to send greetings to two 

past ational Presidents, Hugo 
Muench, San Diego, California; Theo­
dor Stempfel, Indianapolis. 

Greetings from the Germania Turn­
verein, Los Angeles, California, also 
were read and the secretary was in­
structed to answer these. (Copies 



of letter in the hands of the ational 
Secretary prove that above instruc­
tions were faithfully carried out by 
the convention secretaries.) 

In order to give the standing com­
mittees time to go to work, the Con­
vention adjourned to 10 a. m. Satur­
day. 

SECOND DAY 
Saturday, June 29, 1929 

Speaker ·Adolf M·:ttthiessen called 
the Convention to order at 10 :45 a. 
m. 

REPORTS OF COMfyUTTEES 

Committee for Rules and Classification 

The Committee for Rules and 
Classification organized with Turner 
William Rehm as chairman and 
George F. Roth as secretary . 

All recommendations and communi­
cations were classified and turned 
over to the respective committees. 

The following rules were recom­
mended for adoption : 

1. That the meetings be conducted 
according to Cushing's Parliamentary 
Rules. 

2. That no delegate should be per­
mitted to speak more than twice on 
the same subje'Ct. The chairman may, 
however, in his di cretion, deviate 
from this rule. 

3. Speakers shall be limited to five 
minutes, except by consent of the 
Convention. 

4. All proceedings shall be -recorded 
in both German and English. 

5. 'The privilege of addressing the 
Convention shall not be granted to 
any other organization except by con­
sent of the Conventio"n. 

All recommendations were unani­
mou ly approved. 

Committee on Normal CoUege 
This committee organized -with 

Martin olde as chairman and Hans 
Goetz as secretary. The following 

recommendations were submitted for 
approval: 

President Emil Rath of the Normal 
College submitted a detailed report 
concerning the operations of the Col~ 
lege, and after a thorough discussion 
your committee concluded that the 
management and operation of the Col­
lege are commendable and entirely 
satisfactory. V\T e therefore recom­
mend: 

1. That the College be continued 
in Indianapolis. 

2. That the ColleP-e be known here· 
after as Indianapolis College ("Nor­
mal College of the American Gym 
nastic Union"). 

3. That the appropriation of Six 
Thousand Dollars per year be con­
tinued for the ensuing two years. 

4. That those responsible for the 
management of the college receive the 
thanks of this Convention for their 
unsdfish devotion to the institution. 

5. That the President of the Ameri­
can Turnerbund appoint a committee 
of not less than five nor more than 
nine, to 'determine ways and means 
permanently to finance the College. 

6. The Committee further, by a 
vote of seven t o one, decided to rec­
ommend the rejection of the proposal 
received from the Philadelphia Dis­
trict, to the effect that "at least one­
half of the Doard of Trustees of the 
College should consist of Turn verein 
teachers." 

All the above recommendations 
were unanimously approved. 

Technical Committee 
The Committee on Physical Educa­

tion elected Dr. Leopold Z warg as 
chairman and vV. K. Streit as secre­
tary. 

The following recommendations 
were formulated and submitted hr 
consideration: 

1. After hearing a favorable rep ort 
on the First Junior Turnfest held at 
Camp Drosius last week, we recom-



mend that the Junior Turnfest be 
made an annual event, to be held at 
Elkhart Lake, W isconsin, except dur­
ing the National Turnfest year, when 
it shall be held in the city designated 
for the Bundesturnfest. 

2. \/Ve strongly recommend that the 
present practice of holding annual 
meetings of Instructors and Turn­
warts at Indianapolis during the 
Thanksgiving holidays be continued, 
and wherever possible the local Tur­
ner organizations should defray the 
expenses of their representatives to 
this meeting. 

3. vVhen local condition favor such 
procedure Turner organizations 
should enter intra- and inter-district 
competition among the · Turners, and 
also enter various municipal leagues 
as Turners in such branches of com­
petition as soccer, football, hockey, 
tennis, golf, t rack and field sports, 
fencing, baseball and other activitie 
not ordinarily included in our regular 
program. 

-!. We recommend that the 1930 
National Turnfest be held in the city 
of Buffalo, N. Y. 

5. vVe recommend that the Turn­
fe t rules and regulations, as revise<l 
and presented by the I ational Tech­
nical Committee, be accepted. 

An amendment by Paul Krimmel 
was here inserted as follow : Article 
3 of the Festival Rule : Only mem­
ber of the societies of the American 
Turnerbund and invited guests shall 
be allowed to participate in the Na­
tional Turnfest. 

"A participant shall have been a 
member of the society which he repre­
sents at least six months previous to 
participation." 

6. \Ve recommend that the senior 
men' compet1t10n, as planned in 
three groups by the National Tech­
nical Committee, be incorporated in 
the Turnfest progr.am. 

Amendment by Carl IIein wa add-
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ed a follows: "To give all partici­
pants in the Senior Men's Competi­
tion at Turnfests an opportunity to 
take part in either the Heptathlon or 
Triathfon, the latter to consist of 
the two field events and a compulsory 
Free Exercise cho en from the Ma s 
Exercises. 

7. We recommend that all mat­
ters referring to point scoring and 
changes in rules be referred to the 

ational Technical Committee for 
further study and recommendation. 

8. vVe recommend that the regi -
tration fee for the Buffalo Turnfest 
be fixed at four dollar . 

9. \"! e recommend that the propo-
ition regarding a penalty for not car­

rying the society flag to the Na ti on al 
Turnfest be referred to the National 
Technical Committee, with power to 
act. 

All the recommendations as given 
and amended a'bove were read and 
appro~ed. 

Luncheon recess until 1 :30 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
Saturday, June 29, 1929 

Speaker Matthiesen called the Con­
vention to order at 1 :30 p. m. 
Committee on Platform and Statutes 

The Committee elected Bernard W. 
\"! eiler as chairman, and Emil Schmid 
as secretary. 

The Lake Erie Di trict submitted 
the following: 

Changes to the statutes of the 
American Turnerbund in the matter 
of Charges, Complaints and Appeal , 
which are founded by practical experi­
ence and court proceedings and care­
fully investigated and recommended 
by the committee for adoption. 

SBCTIO ~ I. CHARGES 
Paragraph 90: In place of trial 

only, trial or hearing shall be substi­
tuted, and the paragraph shall read 
as follows: 



When accusing a member, the 
charge shall be referred to the Board 
of Directors of his society for trial 
and judgment. At least one week 
prior to the session at which the trial 
or hearing is to be held, the accused 
shall be given written notice of the 
time and pla·ce of such trial or hear­
ing, and a copy of the charges pre­
ferred against him. 

The following additions shall be 
made to this paragraph: 

90 The Board of Directors or 
any three directors, including the 
President of a society, may suspend 
an accused member, pending final de­
termination of the charges preferred 
against him, or, in case of emergency, 
pending the filing of such charges. 

90 B. Notice of the date of trial or 
hearing sent to the accused member 
by means of the· regular registered 
United States mail service, shall be 
deemed to be ample and proper no­
tice of said trial or hearing. 

90 C. Upon failure of the accused 
member to appear, after due notice 
of date set for the trial or hearing, 
as provided in paragraph 90D, the 
Board of Directors may proceed to 
act on the charges preferred as though 
the accused were present, and render 
judgment accordingly. 

Paragraph 91 shall stand as it is. 
Paragraphs 92 and 93 shall be 

changed as follows : 
Paragraph 92. If the accused or 

the accuser shall declare his disbelief 
in the impartiality of the Board of 
Directors, the · accused shall be re­
ferred to a special Trial Committee, 
said Trial Committee to be chosen by 
the members of the society at a reg­
ular meeting. 

Paragraph 93. Request for a spec­
ial Trial Committee must be made to 
the ociety in wntmg. The special 
Trial Committee is to consist of fi, e 
(5) member , majority of which shall 
be necessary to render a deci ion. 

ote: Paragraph 94 is made nnnec­
essary by the change in 93. 

Paragraph 102 C should be changed 
to read as follows : 

Members, societies or districts i.f 
expelled may not be readmitted before 
expiration of two (2) years; in such 
cases procedure to be the same as 
with new applicants for admi ion. 

SECTION IV. GE ERAL RULES. 
Paragraph 118 shall be changed to 

read as follow : 
A member, either before or after 

decision of the trial tribunal, may at 
any time within one year petition in 
writing for a new trial or reopening 
of the case, if ufficient cause i. 
shown that ·newly discovered evidence 
can be presented to e tablish the in­
nocence of the accused . If a new 
trial is denied, an appeal may be 
taken from such decision. 

Paragraphs 123 and 12± to be 
stricken out, and the following to be 
inserted in their place , as one para-
graph: · 

Suspension or expulsion may be de­
creed for any v iolation of the stat- · 
utes or principles of the American 
Turnerbund, or for any violation of 
the constitution and by-laws of a so­
ciety, or for a v iolation of the rules 
governing the conduct of members of 
the society of which the accu ed may 
be a member. 
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Paragraph 125 shall read as fc 1-
lows: 

If the penalty be suspension or ex­
pulsion, the member shall be divested 
of his rights in the society, except the 
right of appeal, as hereinbefore pro­
vided, and said member shall be ex­
empt from his obligations. If his ap­
peal should be successful, he can not 
be compelled subsequently to dis­
charge his obligations for the period 
of his exclusion. 

The ·above changes and recommen­
dations were gone over singly, and 
a vote v-. as taken by districts. The 



rec::ult of the vote taken was 297 vote 
for and none against adoption of the 
changes. 

Commit t1ee on National Organ 
Thi committee orgci:nized with 

Gustav Klose as chairman and vVal­
ter Kirkpatrick as secretary. 

The following recommendations 
were made by this committee : 

1. ln the absence of any immediate 
prospect of establi hino- anything bet­
ter, we recommend the continuance 
of the contf'i.bution of $20.00 weekly 
to the "Amerikanische Turnzeitung" 
in return for its publishing of articles 
dealing with Turner activitie . 

2. \Ve recommend that the ational 
Executive Committee be authorized 
to negotiate for the purchase of the 
"Amerikanische Turnzeitung" in case 
this is the only way to di charge the 
Bund's moral obligations to the pub­
lisher, but the actual purchase be 
ubject to ratification by a referen­

dum vote of the Districts. · 
3. It being the opinion of this com­

mittee that the Bund need a trulv 
repre entative national publicatio~, 
controlled by itself, we recommend 
the appointment of a committee of 
fi. ve experienced publishers, Turner 
members, one of whom shall be Pre i­
dent George Seibel, the other four to 
be ;:i.ppointed by the ~ ational Execu­
tive Committee, to tudy the po i­
bility of a new paper, to draw up 
definite plans with estimates of cost. 
circulation, make up, possible revenue, 
etc., and submit such plans to the 
~ ati nal Executive Committee within 
:ix months of the date of this conven­
tion. 

4. \ e recommend that the ational 
Executive Committee be authorized 
to pay the expenses of such a com­
mittee to a sum not to exceed ~350. 

5. \ e recommend that the National 
Executive Committee submit such 
plan for a new publication to all 
Di tricts, together with its recom-
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mendations, and a favorable referen­
dum vote of the Districts to consti­
tute authority for the National Ex­
ecutive Committee to proceed to ar­
range for publication according to 
such plans. 

6. Suggestions from the Southern 
California District on a Monthly Bul­
letin are turned in with thi report; 
we recommend that they be turned 
over to the special committee, when 
appointed, for such value a they may 
have. 

All recommendations of this com­
mittee as read were adopted by the 
convention. 

telegram was read, in which the 
city of Buffalo thank the Convention 
for the honor conferred upon that 
city with the holding of the National 
Festival therein. 

~ ational Secretary Voelker an­
nounced that the hopes for reduction 
in railroad fares had not materialized; 
only 106 certificate were handed in, 
and we need 150. 

Committee on Finance 
The committee elected Turner John 

H. Bossert as chairman and Turner 
Burton H . Daniell a secretary. 

The committee has audited the cash 
account of the treasurer to June 2 , 
1929, and has found them in order, 
and ,has accepted the certification of 
account · that wa made by ugust 
Hiller, C.P. .., as of March 31, 1929. 

The cash balance on June 28 is 
$6,013.53 . The Jahn Educational fund 
owes the Bund on this date $4,000.00 
for bonds purchased and $457.80 for 
the Cologne Film. 

The books 0£ the Jahn . Ed uca ti on al 
Fund were audited and found in 
order. They show that on June 2 , 
1929, there was on hand: 

avings account . . ......... $6,445.02 
Checking account · . . . . . . . . . . 242.50 
Undepo ited coupon . . . . . . . 45.00 

$6,732.52 



Bonds to the amount of $35,000 are 
in a afe deposit box in the Union 
Savings Bank in Pittsburgh .. 

The treasurer's report of March 31, 
1929, shows outstanding $7,684.88 for 
unpaid per capita tax, of which 
$1,890.00 has been paid to date. 

The committee realizes that in­
cluded in this amount are the taxes 
of some societies who are in arrear 
for several years and are in poor fi­
nancial condition. We recommend 
that · the Bunde vorort be authorized 
to negotiate the best settlement pos­
sible of this balancie of March 31, 
1929. This may appear to grant ex­
ceptional powers to the V orort, but it 
is this committee's wish that the Bund 
retain all these societies and help 
them along, without establishing any 
precedents. 

In view of this, the committee fur­
ther recommends that societies in e -
tablis'hing their dues should endeavor 
to collect from their members the per 
capita tax a a separate item, and 
immediately depo it same in a differ­
ent account, so that when the time 
comes to pay the per capita tax they 
will not find it a burden. 

The committee recommends that 
the per capita tax remain at 50 cent ·. 

At March 31, 1929, the Bund 
howed a balance in the bank of 

$8,539 .60, $5,000.00 in bonds, and 
$1,000.00 in bonds owed to it by the 
Jahn Educational Fund, making a to­
tal of $14,539 .60 in cash assets on 
hand. T'he tax to be collected for 
1929 is about '15,500.00. The approx­
imate expense for the next year will 
be about $16,000.00. 

e recommend that $5,000.00 in 
onds be set a ide to create a Turn­

lehrer Pen ·ion Fund. · 
vVe further recommend that the 

Bundesvorort take ten cents from 
each per capita tax collected, deposit 
five cent~ :n the Jahn Educational 

Fund and five cents in the Turnlehrer 
Pension Fund. 

Unpaid Special Tax of $8,569.50 
We recommend that the V orort be 

instructed tD settle with the societies 
that owe this t ax, and, in making 
such settlement, deposit one-half of 
the money collected to the Jahn Edu­
cational Fund and one-half to the 
Turnlehrer Pension Fund. 

We recommend that . each district 
ecretary send a monthly statement 

to societies for unpaid per capita tax. 
vVe recommend that in future n-

nual Report of the merican Turner­
bund, outstanding accounts for all 
unpaid items, whatever they may be, 
be published in detail by districts and 
societies. 

The committee r ecommends that a 
double entry set of books for the 
American Turnerbund be opened by 
the Vorort, so that a better picture 
of assets and liabilities can be had 
and to facilitate the audit of the books 
by future F inance Committees. 

\Ve recommend that the original 
report of the Certified Public Ac­
countant, who audits the books of 
the American 1 urnerbund, be on 
hand at all future conventions. 

All these recommendations were 
unanimously approved and adopted. 

Report of the Educational (Mental 
Training) Committee 

This committee organized by elect­
ing lbert Steinhauser as chairman 
and Ed. D . Deuss as secretary, and 
submitted the following recommenda­
tions to the Convention: 
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Du to local conditions of the var­
ious societies, strict lines can not be 
laid clown for Mental Work, and it 
may become nece ary to deviate 
from the following recommendation" 
vVe recommend : 

1. That effort be continued to in­
troduce into the l ormal College a 



cot1r e in conformity with the pur­
poses of the Jahn Fund, in which 
speakers and teachers for mental 
training can be trained. 

2. That the societies of the Turner­
bund shall use all possible methods 
and means to further and conserve 
the German language. . 

3. That the issuance of society 
newspapers and bulletins be encour· 
aged and a mutual exchange take 
place. 

4. We recommend the adoption of 
the fo llowing recommendations advo­
cated by the ational Executive 
Committee: 

(a) Debates of district societies are 
to be held semi-annually. The two 
teams obtaining the highest number 
of points, to meet in a final debate, 
during the days of the next District 
Festival. 

(b) The team rnceiv-ing the highest 
number of points at the District Fes­
_tival, to meet the victors of other dis­
tricts during the days of t·he ational 
Festival. 

( c) The debates of the . District 
ocieti~s are to be conducted and 

judged by the district committee on 
mental activities; this committee also 
to select the topics for debates. 

( d) Final debates; to be held dur­
ing th days of the ational Festi­
val, are to be conducted under the 
supervisio·n of the ational Commit­
tee n Mental Activities and the rules 
and regulations governing national 
competition. 

( e) 'Topics for debate are to be 
selected by the ational Committee, 
and are to be printed and distributed 
free of charge to the societies. 

(f) Suitable prizes are to be pro· 
vided by the ational Executive 
Committee, to be paid for out of the 
treasury of the "Jahn Educational 
Fund,'' and distributed to the victor 
at the conclusion of the ational 
Festival. 

We recommend further: 
5. That where it is locally possible, 

mental activities such as music, 
singing, and the drama be introduced 
and encouraged. 

6. vVe recommend the energetic 
support of the "Amerikanische Turn­
zeitung,'' which appeai·s largely in 
the German language and has been 
maintained by the present publisher 
at great personal sacrifices a.nd ex­
pense. 

7. We recommend to the Conven­
tion that the literary productions of 
our deceased ational President, 
Robert Iix, be published by the Na­
tional Executive Committee. 

8. We recommend to the societies 
to engage instructors in mental en­
deavor, without whose services these 
activities can not make any progress. 
We should learn from the churches; 
without its spiritual advisors and 
leaders, _ the church could not survive. 
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9. vVe recommend to the societies 
that they show the film of the Co­
logne Turnfest in their societies and 
cities, and thus demonstrate the prac­
tical side of Turner ideals. The to­
tal net receipts, or at least a certain 
percentage thereof, should be turned' 
over to the Jahn Fund, which pur­
chased this film. 

10. In view of the fact that our 
in tructor received their training to 
a large extent in our ormal College, 
it is t o be expected that the Turner 
ideals and principles are not foreign 
to them, and that they hould be in­
terested in desseminatino- them 
among the children attending their 
cla se , and we therefore recommend 
that the societies prevail upon their 
instructors to work along tho e line ·. 

'f..J e recommend for adoption the 
following re olu.tions submitted by 
the Indiana District: 

Recommended, that the . -ational 
Executive Committee take teps to 
spread information regardino· the his-



tory and work of the merican Tur­
nerbund, so that people not at pre -
ent associated with us may be more 
fully informed of our work and 
thereby become interes~ed to the ex­
tent that they may w1s.h t.o be af­
filiated with this orga111zat10n. To 
achieve these ob jectives we uggest 
the following: 

'I hat leaflet or mailing insert , 
furnished by the national. o~ice to all 
affiliated societies, be distnbuted as 
follows: 

Through the children's cla ses to 
the parents. 

Through the mail to members . 
Through insertion m all busine s 

correspondence. 
That the ational Executive Com-

mittee furnish capable speaker ~-o ~he 
societie who, when visiting oc1et1es, 
could al~o address other civic clubs, 
which would provide a good oppor­
tunity to spread information to a 
class of men and women whom we 
might interest in our principle~ and 
ideals, and win a members. 

That good propaganda films be f~tr­
nished by the National Ex~cut1ve 
Committee and placed at the di po al 
of societies. 

That wherever possible full use be 
made of the broadcasting facilities to 
present appropriate programs, follow­
ing an outline suggested by the a­
tional Executive Committee. 

That a short history of Turneri$rP. 
be printed and made available, so that 
copies could be given to members a~ 
they join. 

We recommend for adoption the 
following resolution, presented by the 
Connecticut District: 

Resolved, That the repeal of the 
Eighteenth Amendment to the Con· 
stitution of the United States is nec­
essary to cure the grave evils it has 
brought upon the country. 

Resolved, further, That neither pro­
hibition nor regulation of the liquor 

traffic can be effective when commit­
ted to the Federal Government. Both 
are essentially police function , which 
should be exerci ed by the several 
state g·overnment , e·1ch in accord­
ance with the will of its people, and 
both are utterly subordinate in im­
portance to the maintenance of our 
free institution of local self-o-overn­
ment, which the Eig-hteenth Amend­
ment has so seriously impaired. 

Resohed, further, That C.1.S a mea-
ure of partial . relief from the ev ils 

now be etting us, we favor anv ~ind 
'1.11 modifications of the Voistead \ct 
which will temper its exce es and 
absurdities and restore to the tate. 
any part of the power of which they 
have been so mi takenly deprived. -

Resolved, further, That in place of 
Federal Prohibition, we favor a ys­
tem of state control and restriction of 
the liquor traffic, which will elimin­
at.e exces ive. profit and do away 
with speakea 1es and secret drinkin o· 

while preventing the return of th~ 
saloon with it attendant iniquitie ·. 

All the e recommendation were 
read and unanimously adopted. 

Committee on National Affairs 
This Committee organized with 

Berthold Muecke a chairman and 
John E. Loibl as secretary. 

Recommendations by the Philadel­
phia Di trict : 

To . 1 and 2 were referred to the 
commiDtee on ational Organ. 

To . 3, recommending that the 
members of the National Technical 
Committee be appointed by the dis­
tricts in tead of by the ational Ex­
ecutive Comm~ttee, was changed to 
read: ''The appointment of member -
on the Technical Committee sh.all be 
subject to .approval by the district 
concerned." So adopted. 

.1. o. -±, recommending that the field 
secretary primarily cover the country 
in the interest of practical physical 
education rather than mental educa-



ti on, was changed to read: That the 
National Executive Committee be 
authorized to engage a field secretary, 
whose salary shall not exceed $3,000 
a year. So adopted. 

No. 5, recommended an investi­
gation of the film ''\tVege zur Kraft 
und Schoenheit," and if found use­
ful to procure the same and to 
distribute it to the various societies, 
was accepted and the National Ex­
ecutive Commit.tee instructed to act 
thereon. Adopted. 

No. 6 was referred to the Commit­
tee on T ormal College. 

No. 7, recommending that the Na­
tional Executive Committee be cen­
tered in the College, was withdrawn 
by the Philadelphia District. _ 

\N e recommend for adoption the 
motion of the Wisconsin district, to 
exonerate the Turn Verein Bahnfrei 
of Milwaukee from the payment of 
per capita tax £.or the year 1928-1929, 
account of financial difficulties. 
lJ nanimously adopted. 

Recommendations of Ohio District 
1. ·Cincinnati request for the next 

National Convention was laid on the 
t able for the time being. 

2. Relative to the works of Robert 
ix, was referred to the Committee 

on Mental Activities. 
3. To create a "National Bureau of 

P ubhcity" was referred to the Na­
tional Executive Committee for exe­
cu tion. 

4 . A new statistical report form 
should be designed for nation.al use. 
Referred with sample to the National 
Executive Committee. 

5. National magazine or bulletin to 
be published; referred to the com­
mittee on National Organ. 

6. Pamphlets for distribution, re­
f erred to Committee on Mental Ac­
tivities. 

7. That the national office remind 
s0cieties that class schedules and 

other literature are available in July; 
referred to the N afional Executive 
Committee, with instructions to do 
this. (Note: The National Commit­
tee has been doing this for the past 
four years. Wm. Voelker, Sec.) 

8. Recommended that the follow­
ing demands be added to the present 
Declaration of Principles of the Tur­
nerbund: 

(a) Adoption and enforcement of a 
National Child Labor Law. 

(b) Unemployment relief. 
(c) An old age pension to be uni­

versally adopted. 
( d) Conservation of natural re­

sources. 
( e) Physical education to be a part 

of our public school curriculum. 
(£) Settlement of international di s­

putes by arbitrati.on, but in defense, 
conscription of industry and wealth 
as well as labor and men. 

(g) Election of the President of 
the United States by direct vote of 
the people. 

(h) A bolition of the Volstead Act 
and the Eighteenth Amendment, 
adopting a system ·of g>0vernment 
contr.ol of the liquor traffic. 

1.) 

The committee recommends that 
these demands be approved as a prac­
tical interpretation of our Fundamen­
tal Principles, and the various points 
be made subjects of debate during the 
ensuing year, a full report of which 
di scussions should be sent to the 
Committee on Mental Activities of 
the National Committee, and that the 
National Executive Committee where 
practicable shall act to promote these 
demands. Adopted. 

Resolution by Ed. D. Deuss: 
Whereas, the development of in­

fostrial conditi·ons in our country has 
produced a surplus of labor, and 

Whereas, Thousands of men and 
women willing to work are deprived 
of continuous employment in useful 
labor, therefore, We, the Americ:rn 



Turnerbun<l in its 32nd c01wention 
assembled at Philadelphia, recom­
mend to our members to assist in the 
agitation for the reduction of the 
daily hours of labor, so that more 
employment can be had and the 
hardships among the unemployed to 
a certain extent be avoided. Adopted. 

Resolution by Illinois District: 

\Ve, American Turners of German 
extraction, in national convention of 
the American Turnerbund, Philadel­
phia, point with pride to the accom­
plishments of our forefathers since 
the incepti.on and expansion of this 
republic; we perceive the great re­
sponsibility resting upon us as citi­
zens of this country, not only to pre­
serve our inheritance, but also to give 
the best in us for the welfare and 
freedom of our country. 

Be it resolved, that it is to the best 
interest of the United States of 
America that the closest friendly rela­
tions between all nations be main­
tained, and that these relations can 
only correctly be maintained if the 
unjust treaties of Versailles, St. Ger­
m a.in and the Trianon have been 
abrogated and the question of war­
guil t has been settled by a neutral 
tribunal. 

\Ve declare against unjust quotas 
in the emigration law, di criminating 
against Germanic peoples. \Ve point 
out that German men and women 
were at all times loyal citizens of thiis 
country and ha vc sacrificed life and 
property in the country' defence. 

\\ e pledge ourselves to the inviola­
bility of the home, to the "acredness 
of truth and to per onal freedom, all 
guaranteed by the Constitution of 
the United States. as conceived by 
the founders of this nation. 

\Ye will resist hypocr·isy, bigotry, 
immorality and crime, the attendant 
phenomena of the scourge of Prohi­
bition. \Ve therefore demand the re-

peal of the Eighteenth Amendment 
to the Constitution and of the Vol­
stead Act. 

The time has arrived when cour­
ageous men and women of sound 
judgment must act, if we do not wish 
some day to see the complete collapse 
of the present social order. We raise 
our vo.ices in solemn warning, in the 
name of all true citizens, for the in­
terest of future generations of the 
United States. 

This resolution, recommended by 
the committee, was unanimously 
adopted by the convention . 

Resolution by St. Louis District: 
!his resolution, pertaining to the 

seizure of some 6400 German chemi­
cal patents during the late war, the 
selling of these pa tents by the Alien 
Property Custodian, this constituting 
a violation of existing treaties be­
tween the United Sta·tes and Ger­
many, demanded that the Turners 
take a decided stand against this 
wrong committed and that Congress 
shall enad legislatrion to right this 
matter. 

The resolution was recommended 
by the committee and adopted by the 
convention. 

16 

Reco.mmendations and Communica­
tions of Indiana District: 

Recommended that the per capita 
tax owing by the Evansville Turn­
\'erein and past due be remitted 
(amount $ 30.00). It was explained 
that said society is in bad financial 
conditi~n, and that in case payment 
of these arrears should be demanded 
the Turnerbund would lose this so­
ciety. This caused considerable de­
bate, but was finally recommended 
for adoption. Adopted. 

It was here recommended that the 
committee on credentials in future 
conventions shall get assurance that 
p~r ~apit~ tax has been paid, as only 
districts 111 good standing are entitled 
to seat and vote. 



No. 1 of the Ohio District was con­
sidered, and the committee decided 
to recommend Camp Brosius, Elkhart 
Lake, for the seat of the next con­
vention. Ad.opted. 

o. 3. That the income fr.om the 
Jahn Educational Fund be used in a 
broad sense; that is, that mental cul­
tl1re, so far as possible, be construed 
to include all Turner activities, and 
that this fund be used to aid and en­
courage societies which are in need 
of stimulation of physical edncation. 

Recommended that this matter be 
submitted to the trustees of the Jahn 
Fund, for c:oinsi<'.leration andl possi.b]e· 
execut·ion if legally admissible. So 
adopted. 

os. 4, 5, ff were ref erred to ·the 
Committee on Mental ctivities. 

Recommendations by the Pittsburgh 
District:-

A small emblem for Juniors to be 
desio·ned.' Adopted, and the National 
Exe~utive Committee instructed to~ 
have same rn_ade. 

Recommended remittance .of past 
due per capita tax, owed by East 
Li, erpool,· Ohio, Turnvere-in ($16.00) 
and Salem, Ohio, Turnverein ($11 .00) 
both societies being in bad financial 
condition. Adopted. 

Resolution · stl'bm1tted by Turner 
F. Weber, Connecticut' District, per­
taining to the abolition of the 
Eighteenth Amendment and the Vol­
stead Act had been covered by a like 
re olution offered by the Committee 
on Mental Activities. 

Turner Henry Pfeiffer, Lake Erie 
District, presented the following res­
olution: 

"Although the ational Origins 
Clause in the Immigration law has 
been adopted al'l.d will be in force 
after July 1, 1929, we herewith pro­
test against this law as an unjust 
and reactionary measure, which in 
the long run will be a detriment to 
this country. We urge the members 

of the Turnerbund to keep up the 
agitation against this law, with the 
end in · view that it may be repealed 
in the very near future." 
· The committee recommends this 
resolution for adoption. Adopted. 

A letter from the G.ermania Turn­
V erein, · Los Angeles, California, in 
which attention is called to the 

. Olympic games taking place there in 
the year 1932, and containing al o a 
very hearty invitation for Turners to 
take official and social part in these 
games, was read, and the committee 
recommends that 'turners shall be 
invited to participate in ·these events . 
Adopted. 

Recommendations by the South 
California District: 

Ov,ring to the very large volume of 
these reco111mendations and the little 
time available, the committee decided 
to appoint a special committee of 
three t'o take these recommendations 
under consideration and submit a , 
condensed report to this committee. 
The Turners Eugene A. Stopper, Carl 
Entenmann and Fred Schnell were 
appointed on this special committee. 

During the absence. of the above 
committee the follov•nng recommen­
dation were formulated : 

In view of the very splendid a.c­
complishments of the present l ation­
al Executive Committee, we recom­
mend that the National Executive 
Committee remain in the Pittsburgh 
District for the ensuing two years. 
Unanimou ly adopted. 

\\i e further recommend that in 
, iew of the immense labor performed 

· by their writer, th_e splendid recom­
mendations submitted by the South 
California District be published in the 
Turnze·itung. Adopted. 

The committee of three reported 
as follow : 

No. 1. Due to financial conditions 
we do not firid it advisable to change 
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the makeup of the Jational Execu­
tive Committee. 

No. 2. Membership campaign 
through poster advertisement: We 
recommend that the National Execu­
tive Committee be instructed to take 
steps to have posters prepared, dis­
playing phys·ical education, and made 
available for the societies. 

Io. 3. Uniform names for all the 
societie we find unpractical because 
of the incorporation laws in the dif­
ferent states. 

I os. 4 and 5 were referred to the 
Committee on ational Organ. 

o. 6. We recommend that the 
ational Executive Committee be in­

structed to change and expand the 
report blank for statistical reports to 
conform to these recommepdation . 

o. 7. We recommend that socie­
ties make use of the proposed "Initia­
tion Speech" for new members. 

(Note: A speech of very much the 
same contents has been at the di·­
posal of the societies for a long n um­
ber of years, printed in German and 
English. lit has been mailed to the 
societies several times and can be 
obtained from the ational Secretary, 
free of charge, at any time.) 

No. 8. Old Age Pension plan to 
be referred to the r ational Executive 
Committee for ·further study. 

o. 9. We recommend that the 
National Executive Committee be in­
struded to try and have moving pic­
tures of future naJtional festivals 
mad.e. 

This report of the committee of 
three was accepted by the committee 
and recommended for adoption. 
Adopted wi.th en tire report. 

y a rising vote of thanks and a 
three-fold "Gut Heil" the apprecia­
tion of the convention was voted the 
South ·California District for the 
splendid recommendations submitted. 

National President George Seibel 
introduced Mrs. Marie (Brueckmann) 

MacDonald to the convention. Mrs. 
MacDonald, in a splendid address, 
explained her campaign in the inter­
est of Turner ideals . The delegates 
showed their deep appreciation by 
prolonged applause. 

Information a·bout the Accident In­
surance Plan being asked for, Turner 

tephan Dvora~zek explained what 
had been done. This plan is to be 
worked out and made practicable. 

A resolution by the Lake Erie Dis­
trict asking that the part of our con­
stitution pertaining to members at 
large be stricken out , was amended 
to read: That (g) and (h) of para­
graph 85 be stricken out. This takes 
from members at large the rights 
of society members. 

This resolution, as . amended, was 
adopted by 293 against 4 votes. 

A motion by Turner Leopold Sal­
tiel, wishing our National President, 
George Seibel, and Mrs. Seibel, bon 
voyage on their contemplated trip, 

~ wa accep ted with a musing demon­
stration, and President Seibel was in­
tructed to convey the greetings of 

the convention to the Turners of Ger­
many. 

President Seibel announced that the 
Ladies' Auxiliary had resolved to 
present the Turnerbund with a new 
banner, to be presented during the 
days of the ational Turnfest at 
Buffalo. 
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The thanks of the convention to 
the Philadelp'hia Turngemeinde, the 
Ladies and the Press, were expres ed 
by a rising vote of the delegates. In 
this the Officer of the Convention 
were included for their splendid work. 

The Detroit Socialer Turnverein 
invited the Delegates to the Circuit 
Festival July 5, 6 and 7. 

Turnverein Fitchburg, Mass., m-
voited the delegates to the istrict 
Festival, July 2, 3 and 4. 

"Turner auf zum Streite" was sung; 
then the convention was adjourned 
until Sunday morning. 



Sun.day, June 30, 11 :30 a. m. 
Speaker Matthiesen called the con­

vention to order. 
A condensed report of the minutes 

of Saturday's sessions was read and 
adopted. 

Appreciation and thanks were 
voted the Gty of Philadelphia and its 
Chamber of Commerce, for the cor­
dial invitation and splendid reception; 
only happy recollections will remain 
with us. 

Recommendation b y Secretary 
Adolf Danneberg that future conven­
tions provide both German and Eng­
lish stenographers-accepted. 

Recommendation by Secretary Fred 
Olt, that in future all recommenda­
tions, communications, etc., offered to 
the convention be submitted in tripli­
caite so as to have copies to atta·ch 
to reports-acc.epted. 

Dr. Smith, speaker of the Philadel­
phia Turngemeinde, expressed his 

pleasure and gratification over the 
splendid work and harmoniously con­
ducted sessions of the convention and 
invited the delegates for an automo­
bile ride to Turngemeinde's summer 
home. This invi.tation was a·ccepted 
with rousing applause by the dele­
gates. 

Resolved to send a cablegram to 
the Arbeiter-Turnerbund, holding a 
National Festival in Nuremberg, Ger­
many. July 5, expressing the congrat­
ulations of our Convention for this 
event. 

(Cable ent by William Voelker, 
::\' ational Secretary.) 

Concluding remarks by Chairman 
Adolph Matthiesen. 
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Turner song, "Gut Heil." 
Adjournment. 

Adolf Danneberg, 
Fred Olt, 

Secretar-ies. 
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