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November 30, 2008 
 
G. Marie Swanson, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Public Health 
IU School of Medicine 
714 N. Senate Avenue, EF250 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
 
 
Dear Marie,  
 
Thank you for an opportunity to review the proposal for a Ph.D. Program in Epidemiology at IU School 
of Medicine. I enthusiastically support the development of this program on our campus. In my six and 
one-half years at IU School of Medicine and Regenstrief Institute, it has become clear to me that the 
availability of doctoral-level expertise in epidemiology has often been a success-limiting resource in the 
preparation of competitive proposals for interdisciplinary team-based research in health, health care, and 
health services research. This shortfall in our on-campus intellectual resources also adversely affects the 
conduct of research once extramural funding has been achieved. The recent NIH award to IUPUI of the 
Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute will only exacerbate this critical situation. I believe that a 
doctoral program in epidemiology would galvanize the development of a significantly larger cadre of 
research epidemiologists on the IUPUI campus - through recruitment of additional faculty and retention 
of program graduates who are prepared to conduct the many varieties of epidemiologic research that are 
visible on research-intensive health sciences campuses today – including research in the determinants of 
health, medical care utilization, injury control, prevention, molecular epidemiology, cancer 
epidemiology, cardiovascular epidemiology, and research in still other domains of inquiry. From my 
perspective, a campus investment in the development of this proposed program should be a high-priority 
strategic action for the good of all programs of research in the life sciences on our campus. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Thomas S. Inui, Sc.M., M.D. 
President and CEO, Regenstrief Institute 
Sam Regenstrief Professor of Health Services Research 
Associate Dean for Health Care Research, and 
Professor of Medicine  
Indiana University School of Medicine 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 


