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WINTER -- 1979 

1979 FF A ALUMNI OFFICERS 

Mr. Odell Miller was elected as President of the National 
FF A Alumni Association for 1979. Mr. Odell Miller is an assis
tant professor, Ohio State University. He is a former FFA 
member, vo-ag teacher, and past officer of the NV AT A. He 
has served as Executive Secretary of the Ohio FFA Alumni 
Association. Mr. and Mrs. Miller have two sons and are active 
members of the Raymond United Methodist Church, Ray
mond, Ohio. 

Mr. Floyd Doering of Madison, Wisconsin, will serve as 
President-elect this year. He is State Director of Agriculture 
Education and State FFA Advisor for Wisconsin. 

ALUMNI COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS 

Mrs. Phyllis J. Sokolosky of Owasso, Oklahoma, was elected 
to the member-at-large position on the National FF A Alumni 

. Council. She is an Honorary State and American Fanner 
J lifetime Alumni member, and helped organize the second anJ>4 

presently the largest Alumni life member affiliate. She is the 
mother of the present Oklahoma State FF A President. Another 
son served as National FFA Vice President last year. 

THE FF A ALUMNI IS A SUPPORT ARM 

Rob Hovis, 1977-78 National FF A Vice President from 
Ohio, included the following remarks in his final report to the 
FFA Board of Directors. The following is directly quoted from 
the FF A Board Minutes. 

The FFA Alumni is rapidly developing as an effective support arm for 
both the student organization and vocational education in agriculture 
which is exactly as ft should be. A few years ago l was not convinced 
that the alumni would succeed or that there was any real purpose for it. 
This past year, however, l have witnessed so many impressive examples 
of excellent support activities which fill a real need, that my opinion has 
reversed. A great many of the examples to which l refer have been at the 
local level where thousands of dollars in scholarships are being provided 
by the alumni for further education in agriculture, where teachers are 
being aided in many ways by helpful alumni, and where school boards 
and administratoars are being informed and in some cases pressured by 
alumni who are interested in the productivity of their local program. It 
also gives us an opportunity to keep a significant block of citizens knowl
edgeable with regard to vocational education issues through newsletters 
and general activities at various levels-a "special interest group" with 
vocational agriculture and FFA as their special interest. We've never had 
that before. · 

NATIONAL FFA LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS 

The National FFA Alumni sponsored five Leadership 
Workshops during the National FFA Convention. Over 21,000 
FF A members and advisors participated in at least one of the 
free workshops. 

ALUMNI LEGISLATNE WORKSHOP 

The first FFA Alumni Legislative Workshop held during 
the FF A Alumni Convention was very educational. The panel 
participants pictured above (r to I) are Florida's Commissioner 
of Agriculture, Doyle Conner; West Virginia's Commissiolir of 
Agriculture, Gus Douglass; U. S. Congressman Wes Watkins 
from Oklahoma; and Fred McClure, staff member of Senator 
Towers from Texas. The panelists are all former State or 
National FF A Officers. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The following groups were recognized at the national 
meeting for their accomplishments in membership growth: 

Most 1978 active members: Wisconsin 2,878 
Wisconsin 21 7 
Oklahoma 215 

Most increase in active membership: Wisconsin 522 
Highest percentage increase: 

Most total Life Members: 

Largest affiliate: 
Largest life affiliate: 

Arkansas 23 to 84 (365%) 
Iowa 107 to 283 (265%) 

Ozark, Missouri 261 
Owasso, Oklahoma 56 

YOUR CHANCE TO HELP 

It willonlytakeaminuteanditisfree! Please help the FFA 
Foundation by requesting a dozen or so FF A Memorial Bro
chures for your local funeral home. If you would rather, give 
us the name of your local funeral home and we will mail 
them direct. 

The memorial gift will support the FF A and our future 
agriculture industry. Please send requests for memorial bro
chures to: FF A Foundation, P. 0. Box 5117, Madison, WI 
53705. Please include either your complete address or the 
address of your funeral home. 



1978 HIGHEST AWARDS PRESENTED 

Lawrence Augenstein, Rep. Paul Findley, and Jay Benham 
were presented the 1978 FF A Alumni Outstanding Achieve
ment Award at the National FFA Alumni Convention. This 
award is the highest given by the FF A Alumni Association. 

Lawrence Augenstein enrolled in vocational agriculture 
in 1925 at Ashley, Ohio, High School. He was elected National 
Vice President of the FF A and was selected as one of the ten 
American Farmers of the FF A in 1928. He has attended thirty
four national conventions and has been a continuous supporter 
of vocational agriculture-FF A for fifty years. 

Paul Findley has served as U. S. Congressman of the 20th 
Congressional District of Illinois for eighteen years. He presently 
serves as a senior member of both the Committee on Agricul
ture. He has emphasized and developed continuous legislation 
promoting the family farm, market expansion overseas, and 
famine prevention programs. He has supported and promoted 
vocational agriculture-FF A programs in his district and nation
wide. 

Jay Benham was a State FF A Officer and received the 
American Farmer Degree. He was employed as a teacher at 
Talawanda High School in Ohio where he was awarded the 
Outstanding Young Member Award for Ohio and the 
National Outstanding Young NV ATA Teacher Award. He 
served as the first Administrative Secretary of the National 
FFA Alumni Association from 1971to1976. 

The achievements of these distinguished men exemplify 
the high ideals, reflect honor upon the FF A, and provide 
inspiration to current FF A members. 

PARENT AL ASSISTANCE IS IMPORTANT WITH SOE 
PROGRAMS 

By Dr. David Williams, Iowa State University 

Research completed at Iowa State University identifies the 
vital role that parents play in developing supervised occupational 
experience (SOE) programs for vocational agriculture students. 
SOE programs (referred to by some as FFA or home projects) 
are a part of vocational agriculture that consist of planned 
agricultural experiences on a farm, in an agribusiness or at other 
community locations for which supervision is provided by the 
vocational agriculture teacher. A random sample of Iowa voca
tional agriculture students who had earned the Chapter Farmer 
M State Farmer degree while enrolled in high school 0977 
graduates) were asked six months after high school graduation 
to rate the assistance they received from their parents in 
developing SOE programs. 

The findings disclosed that a majority of the students were 
involved in farming activities as their major SOE. Therefore, the 
nature of the parental assistance was production-agriculture 
oriented. The five ways students identified that parents provided 
the greatest assistance were: 1) providing equipment, 2) locat
ing a place for SOE, 3) learning skills, 4) marketing agricultural 
products, and 5) determining interest (motivation. Other ways 
students perceived their parents providing assistance included: 
1) producj,ng agricultural products, 2) financing SOE projects, 
3) selecting animals, 4) expanding SOE, 5) determining size of 
SOE, 6) developing agreements, 7) selecting supplies, 8) making 
decisions about SOE, 9) selecting approved practices, 10) mak
ing business arrangements, 11) setting goals, and 12) selecting 
crops. 

Former vocational agriculture students recognized the 
assistance provided by their parents as they strived to gain 
agricultural experiences, many of whom will use the experiences 
to enter and advance in farming or other agricultural occupa
tions. Parental assistance and support are essential to the 
development of high quality SOE programs. 

1978 AFFILIATE AWARDS 

Denmark, Wisconsin, FFA Alumni Affiliate President Tom 
Ronk is pictured receiving the 1978 Outstanding Affiliate 
Award from Arthur Kurtz, 1978 National FFA Alumni 
President. The presentation came as part of the National FFA 
Alumni Convention. The DenmarK FF A Alumni has a total of 
162 active members working in a unified effort. A total of 114 
activities were planned and conducted by the Alumni members. 
Some activities included providing financial support for an 
FFA Chapter safety program, an FFA BOAC program, a Work 
Experience Abroad Scholarship, travel funds for FF A members, 
and many other supportive activities. The Alumni raised over 
$8,000.00 by sponsoring an International Softball Tournament 
which became the primary source of income. 

The New Lexington, Ohio, FF A Alumni Affiliate placed 
second with their outstanding list of support activities. 

The national ratings were as follows: 

Gold: Denmark, Wisconsin; New Lexington, Ohio 

Silver: Ozark, Missouri; Bertha-Hewitt, Minnesota; 
South Rowan, North Carolina; Central 
Laramie County, Wyoming; Wamego, Kansas; 
Perry, Michigan; Catoctin, Maryland; Delta, 
Indiana; Barren County, Kentucky; Forrest
Strawn-Wing, lliinois 

- - -Bronze: Ysleta,·Texas; Falkner, Mississippi; ,A.nderso:a 
County, Tennessee 
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Your Personal 

FFA ... YOU can make a difference! ~""-'T £ST 1\{i-;, A,.. FFA ... an integral part of vocational 
Your investment as an Executive ~ .f!t.c y ~ agriculture classes in 8,200 high 
Sponsor will continue the prestigious " IN -< ' 
Star Greenhand, Star Farmer, and schools in 50 states. As a powerful 
State Agribusinessman programs in motivating force, a teaching tool, 
local chapters across this nation. Over AMERICAN and as a framework for excellence, 
one-half million young men and 
women working toward improve- the FF A adds "seasoning" to the 
ment, striving toward excellence, '70UTd classroom for over 500,000members. 
becoming better people ... because you .L J: 1 For over half a century, FF A has 
cared enough to make a personal d 1 d · u1 1 d fif 
commitment. Your $100 investment eve ope agric ture ea ers- 1 ty 
is a personal commitment to FF A, to years of shaping, molding, influ-
FF A Alumni, and to the FF A encing-fifty years of building a 
Foundation. "Future For America." 

EXECUTIVE SPONSORS 
The FFA Alumni congratulates the FFA Executive Sponsors. Since the Summer FFA Alumni Association Newsletter, the follow

ing persons have become Executive Sponsors: 

Arkansas Iowa Ohio 
Bruce Maloch Emerson Dr. Owen J. Newlin Des Moines Clayton and Joyce Coffey Massillon 

Arizona Watson Powell, Jr. Des Moines Mr. and Mrs. Duane Coop Creswell 
Richard N. Morrison Mesa A. D. Swartzentruber Cedar Rapids Conway Keck Columbus 

California Albert Terpstra Lynnville Robert Rawson Shaker Heights 
L. L. Augenstein Poway Kansas Dennis Sargent Columbus 
James O. Hill Burbank R.R. Dorner Kansas City C. William Swank Westerville 
Edward S. Murakami Los Angeles Barbara (Bobbi) Hansen Hesston Oklahoma 

Colorado Nelson D. Galle Moundridge Eugene Friedrich Tulsa 
David W. Kunze Breckenridge Charles C. Johnson McPherson Phyllis J. Sokolosky Owasso 

Florida W. A. Murfin Wichita Pennsylvania 
Thomas B. Smith Quincy Kentucky John M. Hamilton Springboro 
Curry Stoup Naples J.E. Hardy Louisville Vermont 

Georgia Maryland Mr. and Mrs. C. Dana Bennett Addison 
Olin Ginn Atlanta John R. Ford Reisterstown Virginia 
Donald Patten Lakeland Massachusetts John W. Bunten Springfield 

Idaho Richard A. Notfolo Wakefield Julian M. Campbell Richmond 
Benny G. Blick Castleford Michigan William A. Olson Rest on 
Jerry Hawkins Filer Marlin D. Kleckner Plainwell Byron Rawls Fairfax 
Pat Hamilton Buhl Minnesota Maurice B. Rowe Richmond 
Thorleif Rangen Buhl PaulM. Day Northfield Dr. Claud Scro~ Richmond 

IDinois Mississippi James E. Wood ull Alexandria 
John J. Driscoll Dolton C. M. Brewer Jackson Washington 
Jim G uilinger Sycamore Missouri Wayne Kunze Vancouver 
Paul C. Krouse Northbrook John E. Cooper Ozark Jack W. McGillis Walla Walla 
M. C. Matthews Crystal Lake J. W. Keifer Kansas City Howard K. Smiley Mount Vernon 
Ernest V. Stevenson Bloomington William T. Kemper Kansas City West Virginia 
Richard Wright Fox Lake David C. Thomas Columbia Robert H. Maxwell Morgantown 

Indiana New Jersey Wisconsin 
Donald E. Funk Kentland J. H. Kelly Nutley Allan S. Haukom Fort Atkinson 
Thomas H. Lake Indianapolis Dr. A. A. Kurnick Nutley G. Willys Gjermundson Madison 

Iowa New York Mark Kerschensteiner Fort Atkinson 
Robert W. Boeke Bettendorf Enos B. Heisey Syracuse Mr. and Mrs. Charles Larson Waupaca 
E. L. Brayton Ames R. M. Hendrickson New York John S. Rogers Kalamazoo 
Robert Lounsberry Des Moines Raymond C. Reiker Poughkeepsie Jesse F. Taggart Fort Atkinson 
Ward A. Fredericks Des Moines North Dakota Arthur L. Sturm Manawa 
Wayne F. Fox Des Moines Congressman Mark Andrews Mapleton Victor Voigt Reedsville 
David Milligan McGregor Winston H. Dolve Fargo Washington, D. C. 

Washington, D. C. Ernest G. Pyle West Fargo Reuben Johnson 

·------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FF A Foundation, Inc. EXECUTIVE SPONSOR FF A Alumni Association 

$100.00 

Name -----________________________ Title 

Company or Affiliation----------------------------------------

Address 

---------------------~State _______________ u11J--------~ 

C Please send the news release of my involvement to the following local media: 

D A certificate of appreciation will be sent to you as a token of our thanks. 
Check this box if you prefer not to receive the certificate. All contributions are tax deductible. 



WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

The prestigious roster of Life Members continues to grow. Life members receive a special life membership card, life membership 
certificate, lifetime subscription to The National FUTURE FARMER magazine, and can designate a Memorial Scholarship to be presented 
to an FF A member in the name of the Life Member upon his/her death. Why not join this list of over 1560 Life Members and send 
your one-time lifetime fee of only $100 .00. 

Philip Hein 
Ken Justman 
Roger Kaiser, Jr. 
Melvin Ott 
Edwin Miller 
Herb Ludeman 
Kent Muschinske 
T. R. Lathrope 
Gerald W. Brogdon 
Eugene A. Moore 
Britt Drosey 
Howard Ray 
H.D.Hand 
John T. Akins 
Jimmy Gaskins 
Lewis Fountain 
W. D. Perry 
Melvin H. Johnson 
Robert A. Rowan 
Sonny Mathis 
Wycliff Roberts 
Clifton J. King 
Dane H. Harper 
A. T. Bragdon 
P. J. Griner, Jr. 
Bruce Shepard 
Dr. Y. F. Carter 
N. G. Houston III 
Parrish Akins 
Robert W. Gaskins 
W. 0. McKinney 
W. C. (Bill) Elliott 
Phillip Akins 
Alton B. Akins 
Steve Roberts 
Alton H. Rowan 
Alvin H. Riner 
W. W.Moore 
Jim Perry 
James L. Lane 
Henry W. Patten 
J. Alvin Rowan 
Jerry Griffin 
Sam Akins 
Jim Hwit 
Lamar King 
Charles Daniels 
Elvin Walker 
M. L. Langford 
Robert H. Holloway 
James W. Guilinger 
Henry K. H. Choy 
Charles J. Larson 
Aralda T. Larson 
James Coyle 
Joseph M. Best 
Al Knight 
Wirt Brand 
Roy Brooksher 

Stratford, Wisconsin 
Stratford, Wisconsin 

Edgar, Wisconsin 
Marshfield, Wisconsin 

Janesville, Wisconsin 
Merrillan, Wisconsin 

Rice Lake, Wisconsin 
Reedsbur~, Wisconsin 

Nashville, Georgia 
Alapaha, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Ray City, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Alapaha, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 

Enigma, Georgia 
Enigma, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Enigma, Georgia 

Alapaha, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 

Enigma, Georgia 
Stone Mountain, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Alapaha, Georgia 
Alapaha, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Nashville, Georgia 
Alapaha, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Tifton, Georgia 

Nashville, Georgia 
Medical Lake, Washington 

Sycamore, Illinois 
Waianae, Hawaii 

Waupaca, Wisconsin 
Waupaca, Wisconsin 

Sperry, Oklahoma 
Skiatook, Oklahoma 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Alex, Oklahoma 
Alex, Oklahoma 

Geneva Brooksher 
Mearl Goodman 
Allan Kinzie 
Norma Jean Barnes 
Frank Cherry 
Patsy Cherry 
Paul O. Fuller 
Dorothea A. Fuller 
Ernest Herald 
Carrol Russell 
Mona Russell 
Kenneth W. Menefee 
Donald G. Dunaway 
W.W. Vandall 
Inez H. Odom 
Robert S. Campbell 
Phyllis J. Sokolosky 
Leroy Krohmer 
John W. Howell 
John S. Mowery 
Burton Mann 
Kevin W. Palmer 
Charles J eidy 
William Pink 
Earl G. McKinney 
Albert Miller 
Clyde Corriher 
David Thornton 
B. H. Claxton 
Dwight Buller 
W. J. Kortesmaki 
John Schild 
Harold Campbell 
Jerry Rea 
Byron F. Rawls 

Alex, Oklahoma Joe Fahn 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma Tom Schmitz 

Mannford, Oklahoma Richard M. Poor 
Collinsville, Oklahoma Jackie Ford 
Collinsville, Oklahoma Lynda K. Osborn 
Collinsville, Oklahoma Gary Loutzenhiser 
Collinsville, Oklahoma Dean Papesh 
Collinsville, Oklahoma Larry Haas 

Hooker, Oklahoma Rick Chipman 
Hooker, Oklahoma Mary Jon Jones 
Hooker, Oklahoma Leslie W. Cunningham 
Owasso, Oklahoma Robert O'Daniel 
Owasso, Oklahoma James R. Lear 

Tulsa, Oklahoma Richard Vaughan 
Owasso, Oklahoma Chet G. Maguire 

Tulsa, Oklahoma Virginia E. Aupperle 
Owasso, Oklahoma M. V. Heiderscheid 

Noble, Oklahoma Horace E. Short 
Owasso, Oklahoma Daniel B. Dunham 
Owasso, Oklahoma Paul Harvey 
Owasso, Oklahoma James E. Augenstein 
Sperry, Oklahoma John W. AugeI!steb:! 

Bloomington, Wisconsin David Larson 
Lancaster, Wisconsin Charles Rinker 

Salisbury, North Carolina Johns. Long 
Salisbury, North Carolina Peggy Sue Armstrong 

China Grove, North Carolina Cameron C. Dubes 
Raymond, Ohio Keith Pickerign 

Hazlehurst, Georgia Thomas Parslow 
Hendricks, Minnesota Alice I. Armstrong 

Portsmouth, Iowa 
Harlan, Iowa 

Neosho, Missoui 
Booneville, Mississippi 

Jefferson, Oh10 
Villisca, Iowa 

Hartwick, Iowa 
Harlan, Iowa 
Harlan, Iowa 

Fairfield, Illinois 
Fairfield, Illinois 
Fairfield, Illinois 
Fairfield, Illinois 
Fairfield, Illinois 
Fairfield, Illinois 

Toulon, Illinois 
Auburn, Illinois 

Wyoming, Delaware 
Ellicott City, Maryland 

Chicago, Illinois 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Fresno, California 
Waupaca, Wisconsin 
Winchester, Virginia 

Grottoes, Virginia 

St. Paul, Minnesota Berchman J. Armstrong 
Belle Plaine, Iowa Jesse C. Safley 

Connersville, Indiana Joe Harris 

Newhall, Iowa 
Storm Lake, Iowa 

Menomonie, Wisconsin 
Mauston, Wisconsin 

Newhall, Iowa 
Newhall, Iowa 

Nashville, Tennessee 
aeveland, Tennessee 

Granton, Wisconsin Raymond, Ohio Gary Evans 

Gerald R. Matteson 
Robert Rademacher, Sr. 
Jimmie Baker 

Fairfax, Virginia William T. Schneider 
River Falls, Wisconsin Stanley Nelson 

Deforest, Wisconsin Richard N. Morrison 
Verona, Virginia Michael J. Tvrdy, 

Poway, California 
Norton, Kansas 

Mesa, Arizona 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Chino, California 

Kenton, Ohio 
Helena, Ohio 

East Orwell, Ohio 

Dwight Houff 
Harper Phillips 
Dale Roller 
Kenneth Roller 
Jim Mohler . 
Dennis R. Simmons 
R. Z. Arey 
Joseph J. Mulcahy 
Daniel Meyer 
Debbie Humble 
Clark Lelle 
Doris Lelle 
Mary Lelle 
Mark Lelle 
Harold Larse 
Elwood Scherer 
Helen Scherer 
Homer Pickett 
Cheryl Chipman 
Wayne Olson 
Lyle Knudson 

Mt. Sidney, Virginia Sam P. Lewis 
Waynesboro, Virginia Robert J. McBride 
Weyers Cave, Virginia Robin Hovis 
Weyers Cave, Virginia Mark H. Sanborn 

Mt. Solon, Virginia Darrell D. Hall 
Staunton, Virginia Gay Irwin 

Bridgewater, Virginia Alan C. Owen 
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin James L. Burcher 

Loyal, Wisconsin J. R. Russell 
Marysville, Ohio Joan Y. Johnson 

South Wayne, Wisconsin Jerry K. Johnson, 
South Wayne, Wisconsin J. Ken Johnson 
South Wayne, Wisconsin Andrew A. Anderson, Sr 
South Wayne, Wisconsin Andrew A. Anderson, Jr. 

Gratiot, Wisconsin· Vivian M. Tvrdy 
South Wayne, Wisconsin Richard C. Mittag 
South Wayne, Wisconsin Erwin Zweifel 
South Wayne, Wisconsin Harold Wendler 

Harlan, Iowa Ada Marie Wendler 
Harlan, Iowa Denis Lotto 
Harlan, Iowa Tom Paider 

Sycamore, Illinois 
Qinton, Tennessee 
Gleason, Tennessee 

Appomattox, Virginia 
Winchester, Virginia 
Nacogdoches, Texas 
Nacogdoches, Texas 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Newark, Illinois 
Somonauk, Illinois 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Elbow Lake, Minnesota 
Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin 
Stotts City, Missouri 
Stotts City, Missouri 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Denmark, Wisconsin 
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