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SOCTAL WORK PRACTICE IITI: AGED

The 1981 White House Conference on Aging pointed out that,
"The quality of service available to older adults
depends directly on the quality of personnel who provide them."

I. Course Rationale and Description

Serious commitment to the aged population by social work is a recent
phenomenon. Although the majority of elderly persons are self-sustaining, a
significant number require a broad range of social work services. Practi-
tioners are finding increased numbers of elderly and their families among their
clientele and while this suggests the need for all students to have an
understanding of aging, some will need specialized knowledge.

The purpose of the Interpersonal Concentration in Aging is to help students,
with a particular interest in this area, to develop campetence for practice
within an interdisciplinary, organizational context of service delivery to
elderly populations. Attention will be paid to the nature of practice with the
elderly developing within a variety of service delivery systems. Building upon
the foundation year, this course will assist the student in the utilization of
problem-solving processes which address the unique needs and circumstances of
the aged. 1In addition, included for consideration are the skills required for
interdisciplinary collaboration relative to a service delivery system and
interventive strategies directed at service providers as well as client
systems.

Emanating from this course should be an increased understanding of advanced
practice as it relates to steps in (1) case management: assessment, goal
setting, care plan implementation, and case evaluations; (2) collaborating with
other professionals and assessing organizational influences; (3) developing and
delivering service to oppressed groups (e.g., older wamen and minorities).

II.A General Obijectives

Applicable to all service delivery Practice III courses are the following
objectives stated in terms of the competence that students are expected to
achieve:

1. To develop understanding of the special role and function of social work in
a specific service delivery system.

2. To develop understanding of the themes and areas of professional knowledge
that form the context of, and characterize, social work practice in a
specific service delivery system.


















