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Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis  

April 27, 2015 

 

Ying Zhang, PhD 

Director of Graduate Studies 

Department of Biostatistics 

 

Dear Ying, 

 

I wish to express my strong support for the “Collaborative International Dual MS degree 

Program in Biostatistics” to be offered by our department in the Richard M. Fairbanks 

School of Public Health and the Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU) in China.  I believe 

that this collaboration will be beneficial to both IUPUI and SJTU and will bring new well-

qualified students to our MS program.  I look forward to working with these students in 

the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Barry P. Katz, PhD 

Professor and Chair 
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Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis 

Ying Zhang, PhD 

Professor and Director of Education 

Department of Biostatistics 

IU Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public Health 

IU School of Medicine 

410 W. Tenth Street, Suite 3000 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 

 

RE: Dual MS degree between IU and Shanghai Jiao Tong University 

 

Professor Zhang: 

 

I am pleased to write in support of the application for the dual MS degree program between the 

Department of Biostatistics at the Fairbanks School of Public Health at Indiana University and 

the Department of Mathematics at Shanghai Jiao Tong University in China. 

 

The program you envisioned fits the Fairbanks School strategic plan of expanding our education 

programs and increasing our collaborative research activities. Shanghai Jiao Tong University is 

one of the best universities in China with many distinguished research faculty and high-

achieving students. This dual program will not only help attract the best students into the newly 

established MS program in Fairbanks School, but also create opportunities of broad collaboration 

in education and research among faculty of the two universities. Additionally, it will help the 

Fairbanks School establish a national and international reputation as an innovator in public 

health. 

 

I understand you intend to develop this dual MS degree program with the following components 

and activities: 

 

 Students in China who are recruited by the Department of Mathematics at Shanghai Jiao 

Tong University for the Applied Statistics or Statistics MS program will be accepted to 

the IU MS program in Biostatistics if they meet the admission criteria of the program. 

 Students can transfer at maximum 21 credit hours they earn from Shanghai Jiao Tong 

University on the comparable courses to our Biostatistics MS program. 
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 Students from Shanghai Jiao Tong University will fulfill all the requirements of MS in 

Biostatistics to receive the IU MS degree in Biostatistics. 

 Students from Shanghai Jiao Tong University will be expected to pay their own tuition 

and living expense to attend the dual degree program. IU has no financial obligation for 

those students. 

 IU MS students in Biostatistics are allowed to enroll either Statistics or Applied Statistics 

MS program offered by Department of Mathematics at Shanghai Jiao Tong University 

and to receive a Shanghai Jiao Tong University MS degree if they fulfill all the degree 

requirements for the corresponding degree program. 

 IU MS students in Biostatistics who choose to participate in this dual degree program are 

responsible for their tuition and living expense in China. IU has no financial obligation to 

those students.   

 Potential collaborative work with Shanghai Jiao Tong University in both education and 

research that IU faculties in the Department of Biostatistics perform in China for the 

summer/winter breaks will be endorsed and counted as his/her regular work for IU. 

 The Fairbanks School of Public Health will be sponsoring faculty from the Department of 

Mathematics at Shanghai Jiao Tong University to visit the Department of Biostatistics at 

IU for potential collaboration in education and research. 

 

In additional support of this effort, Barry Katz, Chair of the Department of Biostatistics, may 

allocate funding for you to work with your collaborators in Shanghai Jiao Tong University 

during summer and winter breaks. This opportunity will help promote and develop this dual MS 

degree program in your first three-year appointment at the Fairbanks School. I am excited about 

this opportunity and I look forward to meeting with you periodically to discuss your progress. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul K. Halverson, DrPH, FACHE 

Founding Dean and Professor 
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