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Dean's message 
On Friday, June 18, the School of Physi

cal Education officially moved from our 
location at Lienert's Gym Camp to our new 
facilities on the downtown campus of In
diana University-Purdue University at In
dianapolis. Although faculty and students 
alike somewhat regret the departure from 
our own little "campus" at Lienert's, we are 
excited about the advantages of expanded 
facilities. 

If you live in, or were around Indianapolis 
in July, or even if you watch much network 
television, you saw a glimpse of what are in
deed marvelous facilities. Our track and 
field stadium was the site of the 18th USA
USSR dual track meet. The track stadium 
was also used during the National Sports 
Festival when over 13,000 people packed 
the bleachers for two successive nights. 
Over 6,000 persons crowded into our new 
natatorium to witness the finals in platform 
diving for the Festival. This was the largest 
crowd ever to witness a diving event in the 
United States. 

Fall , 1982 

Competition venues were also staged in 
our main gymnasium and softball fields , 
with crowds in excess of everyone's expecta
tions. While competition has been the initial 
focus of the facilities , the beginning of fall 
classes will see the School of Physical 
Education teaching classes in all of these 
areas. The statement has been made that 
our School will have the finest total instruc
tional facilities in the country and every
thing I have seen seems to support that 
statement. 

This bulletin contains information relat
ing to the formal dedication of the School of 
Physical Education/Natatorium Building 
and the Outdoor Activity Areas. Please ac
cept this as my very warm and personal 
invitation to join other alumni and me on 
the first weekend of October in celebrating a 
new era in the history of the Normal Col
lege/School of Physical Education. 

Dean P. Nicholas Kellum 



SCHOOL OF 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION'S 
DEDICATION WEEKEND 

Friday, October 1, 1982 

Alumni Reception 
Time: 7:30 P.M. to M idnight 
Place: Champion's Room , Indianapolis 

Sports Center 
725 W. New York Street 

Saturday, October 2, 1982 

Alumni Banquet 
Place: Athletic Club 

350 N. Meridian , Indianapolis, IN 
Time: 6:00 P.M. Happy Hour 

7:30 P.M. Dinner 
8:30 P.M. Dedication 

Plaque Unveiling 
9:00 P.M. Dance 

S1.1nday, October 3, 1982 
Brat-Fry (Wisconsin Brats) 
* Bring the family 

Time: 1 :00 P.M. 
Place: On the soccer field near the Physical 

Education Building 
901 W. New York Street 

After brats activities: 
1. Tour of Physical Education facili-

ties 
2. Softball game 
3. Volleyball game 
4. Swimming 
5. Racquetball 
6. General comradery 

Monday, October 4, 1982 
Time: 11 :00 A.M. 

DEDICATION of Indiana University School 
of Physical Education/Natatorium and 
Track and Field Stadium. 

See Registration Form 
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On J une 28, 1982 the second annual 
"Father Jahn" Golf Tournam ent was again 
held at beautiful Quit Qui Oc Go lf Course in 
Elkhart Lake. A total of eighteen golfers 
teed off and everyone won a pr ize . 

Men Women 
65 & Over 

Doc Eberha rd t Geneva M eyer 

Under 65 
Low Gross 

Dick Frazer Coke Stevens 
Low Net 

Pete Peterson Peg Hope 

Least Putts (Ties) 
Jeff Vessely Liz Frazer 
Jack Whelan Libby Kerchusky 
Bill Kerchusky Betty Poling 
Don Stevens 
Betty Poling and Jeff Vessely were chosen 

by lot to receive TROPHIES which were 
made by Doc Eberhardt. (A couple of fun -



nels, a couple of cans, a couple of boxes, all' 
intricately tied, wired and glued together, 
topped with the golfing figure, then gilded 
or silvered.) Doc also donated some of his 
own recordings: Get In Shape Like The Pros 
With a Pro which were also awarded by a 
drawing. 

Other winners were: 
Nick Kellum - Fastest golf cart on the 

course 
Dave Younce - Cussing the least 

Bobbie Larson's report 
from Bobbie Larson, Sun City, California 
Received, February, 1 982 

To the class of '22: Do come to Elkhart 
Lake for our 60th anniversary. If you can't 
drive, the Greyhound arrives early in the 
evening. Write or call camp (414-876-2848) 
and you will be picked up. 

Minna Pritzlaff Byrens attended two 
family weddings, one in Michigan and the 
other in Illinois. 

Leo Doering is recuperating nicely after a 
knee injury and will consider coming to 
Homecoming. 

Walter and Louise Eberhardt spent a 
month in the East in November and visited 
relatives in Wyoming. 

Bill and Clara Gilson attended the wed
ding of a grandson in Boca Raton, Fla. 

Margareth Greiner Kling visited Japan 
after Homecoming, 1981, and spent Christ
mas in Billings, Montana. 

Libby Rath Hente and Wally weathered 
5" and 5 112" rainstorms, plus high winds. 

Dorothy Rath Applegate spent Thanks
giving with the Hentes. 

Alice Huth Krumbein keeps busy with 
social activities. 

Al and Flora Helms celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in August. Al has re
covered from surgery. They visit their scat
tered families on special occasions. 

Ding and George Jacquin sent Christmas 
greetings, but no news. 

Norm and Leah Braden Ketchum will 
summer in their Arizona home for a change. 

joe Poling - Cleanest socks 
Sue Stanley - Neatest hairdo on the 

course 
Ed Stanley - Longest drive on the 19th 

hole 
Many thanks to the following for donating 

prizes: 
Doc Eberhardt, Elizabeth Kerchusky, Ed 

Stanley, Dick Frazer 
See you all next year for a bigger and 

better Father Jahn Golf Tournament! 

Lola (Lennox) and Henry Lohse are plan
ning a trip to Europe in '82. She has been 
studying birds of Florida and is brushing up 
on her German conversation for the trip. 

Bobbie Larsen drove to the Death Valley 
49ers Encampment in November. 

Margherita Labraico Lavieri reported the 
loss of family members over the years. 

"Te" Prinz Pletz has moved back to St. 
Louis and is busy catching up on the sights 
and changes. Vera Ulbrecht took her to visit 
Louise Nagel. 

Monte Montgomery and Ruth check off 
each year and are thankful they have lived to 
enjoy them. 

Gretchen Stuart Osborn and husband 
spent Thanksgiving in Georgia and Christ
mas in the Chicago area. They toured the 
West last summer. 

Clarence Porter and Julia visit their 
family members, but feel our reunion is too 
far away. 

Betty Goudie Parker is still teaching in 
Connecticut. 

Sympathy is extended to Helen 
Humphrey Scott who lost her husband fol
lowing a cruise. She is recovering nicely 
from a stroke. 

Sympathy is also extended to Vera Carr 
Robertson for the loss of her husband, 
George, in November. Last summer she left 
the Arizona heat for Lake Forest, 111. Helen 
Pritzlaff and Hattie Hettich Vossel were 
luncheon guests there. 

Vera Ulbrecht and her sister visited 
another sister in Houston. Vera is still very 
much on the go when home. 



Vi Winterhoff Wirth looked forward to the 
return of two children for the holidays. They 
study on the mainland. 

Martha Wigal Walsh spent Christmas with 
a granddaughter and her family in Michigan 
City, Indiana. 

Adolph and Dorothea Winters had the en 
tire family home for Christmas. I'll bet they 

Alumni Notes and 
News From Around the 
Country 

from Al Sapecky, Class of '33, Cape 
Coral, Florida 

The last Bulletin certainly was a skimpy 
one, but I always enjoy them anyhow. Maybe 
some of the old grads don't have the time, or 
just can't write. Good health to all. 

Judging from some of the write-ups it 
seems that the Normal College alums live 
long and healthy lives. I still don't consider 
myself old - yet - because I can do most 
of the things I did when I was at Indianapolis; 
just not quite as well nor as fast! Of course , 
living in Florida for the past ten years helps 
a lot. l still swim (fast) every day, exercise, 
fish, go crabbing, bike, and manage to play 
golf in the 80s most of the time. In the 
evenings we play bridge (or any card game), 
see good plays. I do not work!!! 

I help friends that need rehabilitating. 
Most people over 60 do not get enough exer
cise or drink enough water. Even a brisk 
walk several times a week would eliminate a 
lot of ills. If we get a little bored, we take 
trips or cruise to the Bahamas for a little 
gambling. Of course , we travel to Buffalo 
and Canada every summer where we are 
with friends and family. Then most of them 
come to Florida for short visits during the 
winter months. It's a great I ife! 

There are so many Normal College people 
down here that it would be a good idea to 
meet at least once a year - maybe in 
Sarasota - for dinner and fun. Indiana Uni-

Had a ball! Adie and Dorothea are coming to 
Homecoming. 

Hattie Hettich Vossel had a bout with the 
flu. Her forte is bridge and luncheons. 

Louise Rothe, wife of Emil Rothe, passed 
away suddenly October 31. Our sympathy 
goes to him and his family. 

versity has one in Naples every year, but 
that only includes a few NCAGU grads. 

So far we have had the best winter 
weather in the country! C'mon down! Best 
wishes , Al 

from Mabelle "Lanky" Schueler, Class 
of '26, New Holstein, Wiscon in 

Dulce Weber Forsythe, member of the 
class of '22, died this spring in Calumet 
Memorial Hospital, Chilton, Wisconsin. She 
taught physical education in Kansas City 
until the death of her husband in 1974 when 
she returned to New Holstein. She was a 
member of the New Holstein Civic Society 
and the New Ho lstei n Historical Society. A 
memorial fund has been established in her 
name fo r the Historical Society or the New 
Holstein Public Library. 

Ferdinand Bahr, class of '25, a native of 
Sheboygan , Wisconsin , died in Mesa, 
Arizona, May 11, 1982, where he and his 
wife Sarah (Eisold) located after his retire
ment as professor of recreation at California 
State College, Los Angeles. Mr. Bahr served 
as director of the Dayton, 0. , Gymnastic 
Society before retu rning to Sheboygan as 
city recreation director after graduation 
from the Normal College. He moved to 
Sioux City, Iowa in the same capacity. Dur
ing World War II was in charge of USO 
activities, quartered in Salt Lake City , Utah. 
After the war he became assistant director 
of recreati on for the state of California until 
his appointment to California State College. 
He is well· remembered in Sheboygan where 
he was instrumental in organizing Com
munity Players (still in ex istence) and in 
augurated lighting for evening softba ll 
games. 



As Sunder Nix, winner of the men 's 400-meters accepts his first place gold medal, the scoreboard {lashes to the crowd 
that the Indiana University runner's lime of 44.67 established a new National Sports Festival record. 



Lanky's granddaughter from California 
visited New Holstein just the week before 
Homecoming to check on her grand
mother's condition in person. After Home
coming in 1981, Lanky spent months in 
several hospitals, undergoing several tests 
and therapy and is happy to report she is 
feeling better every day. 

From Helen Straub (HAS), retired ad
ministrative assistant to the Dean , reports 
that son , Ed ('52) lost his son , Paul , who was 
19 years old, on July 8, 1981. Paul, the 
oldest of five , had been in bed ten days, 
being treated for mononucleosis. 

Sent to Fred Martin, retired editor 
from William Klier, Moline, Illinois 
Helen Abrahamson, class of '31, passed 

away March 9 , 1982. Helen taught at John 
Deere Junior High in Moline for 38 years, re
tiring in 1972. 

" Miss Abe" was an active , dedicated and 
tireless worker in helping to form the Quad
City Music Guild. She served as its dance 
director for the first five years , after which 
she decided to devote all of her time to 
teaching physical education. A memorial 
has been established with the American 
Cancer Society. 

Frederick Swanson wrote in "RE-
MEMBRANCE" published in The Daily Dis
patch, Moline . . . "I often wonder if the 
present Guild members and the Guild or
ganization even know the names of the dedi
cated, tireless workers who established the 
Guild in this community. I hope those who 
read this will pause a moment and give 
thanks for those who have served and de
serve recognition." 

Carl E. Dannenfeldt, class of '30 

The Indiana University 1982 issue of the 
Alumni Bulletin reports that Carl E. 
Dannenfeldt passed away October 23, 1981. 
He completed two years at the Normal Col
lege and secured his B.S. degree from In
diana University in 1935. For twenty years 
he was superintendent of the Harlem School 
District that is located close to Rockford, 
Illinois. He was a past president of the North-

western Division of the Illinois Education 
Association . 

John Samonsky, class of '30, Oil City, 
Pennsylvania , passed away July 19, 1981. 
He enrolled in the Normal College in 1930 
and secured his B.S. degree from Indiana 
University in 1934. 

Edward Stanley retires. A tribute to an 
Educator by a fellow Educator starts out ... 
"When the Logansport students return to 
school next fall, one fantastic and gentle 
teacher will be gone." He was speaking of 
Ed Stanley and went on to say, " I have yet to 
meet a more concerned and caring in
dividual in the ten years I have been teach
ing. A true humanitarian and teacher, he 
was concerned with academic functioning 
and personal growth. He treated his students 
as he treats his flowers. He nurtured them 
and watched them grow. His outspokeness 
for the rights of children was refreshing and 
an inspiration. As an educator I' ll miss Ed 
Stanley but he' ll be missed most by the kids 
he will not get a chance to serve. " from the 
Pharos-Tribune, Logansport, Indiana, May 
22, 1981 written by Jerry Hager. 

Mary McCracken Jenkins, c lass of '37, re
tired principal of Blanton Elementary 
School, St. Petersburg, Florida died on 
December 8, 1981 after a short illness. A 
teacher for 39 years, she retired in July, 
1981, after teaching physical education in 
Vero Beach , Mirror Lake, and Lealman Ele
mentary. She was also principal at Shore 
Acres Elementary, then Blanton Elemen
tary. 

Richard Stout ('77) is stationed on the 
Sinai Peninsula. His position with the Navy 
is Coordinator of Recreation of the United 
Nation 's Multi-International Peace Keeping 
Forces. 

Sharon Barr ('68) who has been at St. 
Vincent Hospital for some time and was in 
on the ground floor when the Computer 
System at the Stress Center was being in
stalled has a new title: Management Informa
tion Systems Coordinator. 

She is managing the computer system at 
the Stress Center and supervises a staff of 
five. Her job is interesting, challenging and 



she thoroughly enjoys it. It is the only 
facility of its kind under one roof and has 
three functions: (1) Chemical dependency in 
alcohol and drug treatment; (2) mental 
health unit ; (3) Hospice Cancer patients and 
follow-up for families after death. 

Rita Shuffield Karns ('60) contacted 
several of her classmates about attending 
Homecoming at Brosius '82 and received 
the following note from Jane DeCerce: Dear 
Mrs . Karns: Joe always talked about return
ing to Brosius for a reunion but unfor
tunately he never made it. He was killed in a 
car accident on March 13, 1981. Best wishes 
for a fun get-together. Sincerely, Jane 
DeCerce (Mrs. Joseph), 4 Monica Place, 
Baldwinsville, N .Y. 13027 

Bill and Linda Schortemeyer ('77) Kiken
dall are due congratulations for the birth of 
their daughter, Jennifer Lynn who weighed 
in at 9 lb. 10 oz. on July 7 , 1982. 

From Harriet Nohr (Mrs. Robert Nohr) 

Dear Friends: I am answering your invita
tion for Robert Nohr to your reception for 
Retired Faculty Members May 27, 1981. Mr. 
Nohr died some time ago or I'm sure he 
would be there. I am in this retirement 
home. Thanks for your letter; I'll be thinking 
about our friends who will be there . Sin
cerely, Harriet Nohr 

from Clara L. Hester ('22), St. Vincent 
Hospital, June 22, 1982 

Dear Alums: I am here living through 
everything you are doing. Right now you are 
getting your tables organized, wildly greet
ing each new arrival, and here I am wishing 
and wishing I were with you. I've been here 
since June 10. At first I thought I could still 
make it but the odds were against me. I'm 
with you in spirit throughout the day and 
also each evening, so have fun and remem
ber that I'd rather be there with all of you 
than any place else on earth. I didn 't choose 
this predicament. 

Had a pacemaker put in about a week ago 
and all seems to be coming along well. I 
want all of you to have all the fun possible. 
Keep at it, Adie. Get those old songs going. 

lttink of me occasionally and know that all 
my thoughts are with you at our beautiful 
Camp Brosius. Keep its spirit going as 
usual. One very nice thing has happened to 
me since arriving. Shirley Nicholas, class of 
'59 , is a nurse on duty in my area. So I am 
not alone, but well taken care of. So I will let 
her write you her greetings. Ein Prosit! Love 
to all , Auf Widersehn! Clam 

P.S. on Mrs. Hester's letter from Shirley 
Nicholas ('59): Mrs. Hester has been a very 
good patient. She seems to be getting 
stronger each day. We have talked daily of 
you all there and what you are doing. We 
know you are having a great time. It has 
been so good to see Mrs. Hester again -
sorry that I had to see her in the hospital. 
Starting next fall J will be teaching Physical 
Education and Health at a Christian School 
here in Indianapolis; and I will have oppor
tunity to practice nursing during the sum
mer time. At the age of 40, I went back to 
school to get my LPN training. My best to 
you there. Trust the weather is terrific - we 
know the fellowship will be. Shirley, Normal 
College 1959-61 

from Lola Lennox Lohse, ('3 7), Port 
Charlotte, Florida 

Dear Nick: Here are a couple of pictures of 
Henry ('37) in his studio. He continues paint
ing, selling and winning prizes. He has won 
15 since we came to Florida. He has just 
been elected President of the Port Charlotte 
Art Gu i ld and is also very active in the 
Charlotte County Watercolor Society. He be
longs to the Manatee County Art Society, 
too. With these and other responsibilities we 
are tied pretty close to home so I don 't know 
when we will go north . Have a good meeting 
and call me some time. Much love, Lola 

(Ed. note: by phone, Lola and Henry will be 
here for dedication of plaque and new School 
of Physical Education building in October) 

from Grover W. Mueller, Class of '13, Mel
bourne, Florida 

Dear Jeff: It pleased me very much to 
learn that a special commemorative p laque 
is being planned to honor the heritage of our 
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Ann Bohach lakes an extra breath before expending all her energy on her final shol pul try, good for a third place finish. 



Normal College. I hope that the plan wiil 
bear fruit , mainly to honor our College, but 
also to augment the high regard in which In
diana University is held. Enclosed is my 
check as a contribution to the cost of the 
plaque. Cordially yours , Grover W. Mueller 

from Ed. Koenig, class of '2 7, Wellesley 
Hills, Massachusetts 

Dear Jeff: I wish to contribute my check 
toward the Plaque Fund and trust that I have 
made out the check properly. Sincerely , Ed. 
Koenig 

from Sandi Love Plopper ('55), Marietta, 
Georgia (Excerpts from letter to Mrs. Straub, 
May, 1981 in response to information about 
Homecoming, 1981) 

For the last two years I have been the ad
ministrator of our school, a ministry of our 
church , Marietta Baptist Tabernacle. We 
have 370 students , K4-12th grade and ex
pect 425-450 for the fall. This is a hectic life 
as there is never a dull moment when stu
dents are involved . You know all about this I 
am sure. I have two principals under me, o~e 
for kindergarten thru middle school, and 
one for the high school. Besides this I still 
have all of the Sunday School program for 
the church from Nursery thru High School. I 
enlist and train the 75 + workers, plan 
promotions, and keep it going smoothly. I 
still find time to dabble in music - choir 
and special groups, some solos. This is a 
pleasant hobby. Thanks for getting me 
started 25 years ago! I loved it then and love 
it now. 

David is 20, out of high school two years , 
and will be starting a new job as an assistant 
in house wiring in July. Bud (husband) is an 
assistant pastor , supervisor of maintenance, 
printer, and visitation worker for the church . 
We are very happy in all of our work to
gether. 

Sorry I can 't make the homecoming. I 
know it would be fun and lots of memories. 
Write again and bring me up to date on Mrs. 
Hester. I have heard nothing for several 
years. With much love and memories, Sandi 
Plopper 

Wedding Bells 

Ellen Hofmeister ('73) and William 
Cronin ('72) were married in Indianapolis at 
Christ the King Catholic Church on 
February 6, 1982. Both are graduates of In
diana University at Indianapolis and both are 
members of Phi Epsilon Kappa Fraternity. 
They will make their home in Georgetown, 
Kentucky since Bill has accepted the posi
ti on of assistant coach for Georgetown Col
lege. 

"Teacher of Teachers" 
Accolades to Clara Hester through Sandi 

Love Plopper from a letter written to Mrs. 
Hester from Dr. Bob Moore, Pastor of 
Marietta Baptist Tabernacle, Marietta , GA. 
Dear Mrs. Hester: I am the employer of your 
former student , Sandi Plopper who spoke of 
you so many times that when I saw your pic
ture on the front of the Alumni Bulletin I 
wanted to write and tell you how much pro
fessionalism you helped bui ld into Sandi . 
She is the most effective teacher of teaching 
methods that I have known in my twenty 
years ' experience in the field of education . 
She is professionalism personified. She is a 
teacher of teachers, not only in metro 
Atlanta area, but across the United States. 
You probably have not heard of our work, 
but I wanted to thank you for your influence 
on Sandi 's life and to let you know some
thing of the magnitude of Sandi 's work . 
Sincerely, Bob Moore 

Ragtime Heyday and 
Miss Neibergall 
from Betty Barnard Montoye ('39) 

Probably few alums realize that Indiana 
and particularly, Indianapolis, was one of 
the leading producers of Ragtime music be
tween the turn of the century and WWI. The 
Indiana Historical Society 's publication of a 
two-record documentary album called In
diana Ragtime features ragtime pieces by In
diana composers. It was interesting and ex-



citing to learn that two of the selections 
were composed by Julia Niebergall, whom 
older alums remember as the talented and 
pleasant accompanist at the Normal 
College. 

A photograph and a mini biographical 
sketch along with those of other composers 
are included in the brochure which accom
panies the records. It is more than entertain
ment, it is a carefully researched, informa
tive document having excellent recording 
quality. 

This album can be purchased from the In
diana Historical Society, 315 West Ohio 
Street, Indianapolis , Indiana 46202. The 
cost is $14.00 ($14.56 with Indiana sales 
tax). 

Thought this might be of general interest 
to alums. Sincerely, B 

Sophia C. Hofmann, class of '21, died at 
the age of 81 on March 30, 1982. Miss Hof
mann taught physical education for 43 years 
in the Buffalo Public Schools, 40 years in 
South Park High School, retiring in 1965. 
She also taught English to foreign-born stu
dents in evening classes and coached bowl
ing and volleyball. She loved her Alma 
Mater and sent several girls whom she felt 
showed promise of becoming good teachers 
to the Normal College. 

George Geoghan from Kenmore , N.Y. 
sent the newspaper obituary and added this: 
" I might add that Sophia was a lovely 
woman and an exemplary teacher. Every girl 
who came under her tuition was a better 
person for it. She was extremely popular 
with students and teachers . She will be 
missed! 

Brosius Update 
At the 198 1 Brosius Homecoming it was 

evident that three of our Alumni families 
were expecting additions. We are happy to 
report that all three returned to Brosius for 
1982 Homecoming bringing three lovely 
new daughters. Congratulations to the fol
lowing: 

Don and Susan Childers, daughter Sarah, 
born February 4, 1982. 

Phil and Libby Sheek Harpring, daughter 
Julie Ann, born October 4, 1981. 

David and Gay Pilcher Younce, daughter 
Rachel , born September 3, 1981. 

Pierson's Past 
By Jeff Miller, Sports Editor 

Many swimming fans date their interest in 
the sport to Mark Spitz' seven gold-medal 
splash in the 1972 Munich Olympics. 

So great was the impact of the Santa Clara 
swimmer on the public mind that one might 
be tempted to divide competitive swimming 
history into "before" and "after" Spitz 
periods were it not for people like Harry 
Pierson who know better. 

Not that the 82-year-old Paso Robles ' resi
dent questions the superiority of the modern 
swimming and diving athlete. He does not. 
"They're better now, " he will tell you without 
the slightest hesitation. 

But at the same time, Pierson remembers 
when names like Dick Degener, Sammy 
Lee, Marshall Wayne, Dorothy Poynter Hill , 
and Duke Kahanamoku were as familiar to 
the American sporting public as Spitz and 
Caulkins; and when all were either friends or 
co-workers in the barnstorming era of their 
particular passion. 

Like auto racing , flying, ballooning and 
other sports, swimming had its pioneer days 
when in transition from aristocratic to pub
lic pastime. As an avid YMCA swimmer in 
high school and later, successful Olympic 
diving coach for the 1932 American team 
(as well as swimming coach for the one-man 
squads from India and the Philippines), Pier
son was no stranger to that experience. 

In fact, while instructor-emcee for the Am
bassador Hotel 's comedy diving team from 
1933-35, Pierson 's 35-state tours did much 
to stimulate interest in the sport and the 
American Olympic effort. 

" We used to open in San Francisco, hit 
Seattle, and then work our way east through 
a lot of college towns," Pierson recalls. "We 



Steeplechase finalists go up, over, and in as they head for lhe finish . 

were billed as comedy and diving riot team 
and the people loved our routines." 

Performances usually lasted 45 minutes 
as T. N. Tucker, Bill Levin, Clinton Osborne 
and swimmers from the host cities " clowned 
around" off the diving platforms. 

The tours were sponsored by the 
American Olympic committee, in conjunc
tion with the Ambassador Hotel in Los 
Angeles, both of which gobbled up the 
publicity generated by the swimming 
quartet. " When not traveling or teaching for 
six months, Pierson worked as swimming 
pro at the Ambassador after successful 
stints as director of the Pasadena and Holly
wood Athletic clubs. 

''I'm a little embarrassed to say so, but I 
was making a $1,000 a month at the Ambas
sador during the Depression ," Pierson said 
sheepishly. 

Reasons for the salary are not hard to find. 
The publicity conscious Ambassador 
wanted "stars" at its poolside, and with Pier
son's reputation as Olympic coach and 
trainer, Hollywood names of the era like 
Dick Arlen , Ted Fiorito, and Jane Withers 
became his students. 

"When I first came to California from In
diana in the mid-20s I just happened to get 
the job at the Hollywood Athletic Club ," said 
Pierson. " From there, I met people in the big 
gym classes and had some fun running the 
Olympic wrestling trials in 1928. (Pierson 
was an intramural wrestling champ at In
diana U.)" 

Pierson also coached the YMCA cham
pionship diving team the same year as well 
as winning the national senior doubles AAU 
squash-handball title in 1929. 



After his Olympic coaching experience iA 
1932 and three years of comedy barnstorm
ing, Pierson hit the road with a new act - a 
" skills act" made up of 15 world champion 
swimmers and divers in 1936. 

" We had the world 's largest portable pool 
with us and people like Georgia Coleman 
(1932 gold medalist in springboard diving 
and silver medalist in platform), Dorothy 
Hill (gold medalist in 1936 platform 
competition), Jack Medi ca ( 1936 gold 
medalist in 400 freestyle and whom Pierson 
says he taught how to swim the crawl) and 
quite a few others. It was a great show, " Pier
son remembers. 

More years at the Ambassador and Pasa
dena followed before Pierson moved from 
swimming pro at the Del Coronado air sta
tion to the director of Lockheed 's entire 
recreat ional program for 75,000 employees 
in 1942. "If you can believe it, I had 
10,000-man bowling leagues. " 

During World War II, Pierson acted as 
American Red Cross' chief of supplies for 
five armies in the European theatre. 

" I traveled 50,000 miles in a jeep in 27 
months," Pierson remarked, " but the funny 
thing was that I ran into five of my swimmers 
there, had them come to the swimming 
championships I helped set up in Nurem
berg after the war." 

Returning to the United States in 1945, 
Pierson continued his poolside manner with 
a job in Lake Tahoe and responsibility for 
organizing the Los Ange les Chamber of 
Commerce's National Acquacade in 1951 . 

"It was an extravaganza, " said Pierson. 
" We had 300 athletes there at the Olympic 
pool , all to help publicize Los Angeles as a 
good place to live. " 

Pierson laughed at that memory but 
turned serious when mention was made of 
the American boycott of the 1980 Moscow 
Olympics. "It was a sad year for the athletes, 
but they must go along with the President. 
We were treated pretty well by the Olympic 
committee back in the 30's but I think it's 
good that the athletes are getting even more 
help now from the government and from 
corporations. " 

Pierson has lived in Paso Robles for the 
past 26 years after first coming to the area 
to be a supervisor at El Paso de Robles. A 
swimming coach at the Paso Robles High 
School for awhile, Pierson has been retired 
since 1966. He now spends a good deal of 
time traveling as a goodwill ambassador for 
the International High 12, a Masonic or
ganization. 

Editor 's Nole: Harry i a 1920 Normal 
College Graduate. 

Mabelle Schueler 
Looks Back 

There is a tall , slender woman whom you 
have often seen traversing the streets of 
New Holstein. If you encounter her, you will 
be greeted cheerfully, her words a reflection 
of her basic attitude: 

"I think that we should take life as it's 
dealt to us and make the most of it. There's 
always a bright side." 

In a recent interview with Mabelle 
Schueler, we were ab le to take an imaginary 
trip back through the years in time. Because 
Mrs. Schueler is a native of the New Holstein 
community, she agreed to offer a personal 
glance through local history to help us to 
better understand Heritage Days. 

" I was born in 1908 on a farm one mile 
south of town where the Moder farm is lo
cated now. We moved into the city of New 
Holstein when I was four years old. " 

About a year later, Mabelle joined the 
Turnverein, a recreational and social club in 
New Holstein . 

" Everyone in town belonged to the Turn
verein. It was the social life of the city. It in
cluded exercises, tumbling, track and field 
and other sports. There was a New Year's 
Eve dance for adults and I remember fund
raising bazaar events, also." 

Mabelle's early enjoyment of the Turn
verein seems to have influenced her choice 
of higher education. She attended Indiana 
University , at that time called Indiana Nor
mal. Students came from all over the United 
States to study at this Normal College of the 
American Gymnastics Union. 



After collegt:, Mabelle taught physic~! 
education for two years at Menomonie High 
School, Menomonie, WI. To this day, 
Mabelle remembers her feelings as she 
walked into her first class of 90 junior high 
girls and said to herself: 

" 'Either I take over or you take over,' and 
I decided it was going lo be me." 

In 1946, when Edward Funke, director of 
the local Turnverein passed away, Mabelle 
was offered the job of turnmeister. In the 
cold, drafty Turner Hall, Mabelle taught 
' turning' skills half-days to children from 
Holy Rosary and New Holstein Elementary 
Schoo ls for on year. This was before physi 
ca l education was a part of the curricu lum in 
the schoo ls. 

Th following year, Mabelle began work
ing as bookkeep r and re eptionist for the 
N w Holstein Utiliti s, a position that she re
tain d for 27 y .ars. 

Asked wh ther it wasn't unusual that a 
woman hold that position in those days, 
Mabelle replied: 

"No, I don't think so. My sister- in -law was 
the City Clerk at the tim ." 

During 25 of those 27 years, Mabelle also 
work d at th restaurant now known as The 
Din r. 

"I would go to work at City Hall at 6:45 
a.m. and work until bout 11 :30 a.m. Then 
I'd go to th bank and the post office and 
work th noon hour at the restaurant. I also 
work d Monday and Friday ev nings. I 
work d for my m al . I didn't have to do 
much cooking in thos day and I don't 
r ally do much now,'' Mab II smiled. 

Mab II is involv d in many community 
group in luding th UCC Choir, Woman's 
F llow hip, ast r Star, of which he is a 
50-year m mb r, and th Lib ral Art Club. 
Sh I o rv d r tary of th Com
munity Ch st for 1 1 y r and did volunt r 
work at the Hom t d. P rhap you hav . 

n h r rvin at th I tion polls or th 
bloodb nk. 

' ~Being community-minciec an organiza
tion dear to Mabtlle's heai t ·- the Historical 
Society, in which she is very active. The 
Timm House and Museum are sources of 
pride for Mabelle, who has spent long hours 
working to make them city attractions. 

It seems natural that our passage through 
time would conclude, then, in the Museum 
on Main Street. Mabelle opens the old door 
with pride. There is a musty odor for which 
she apologizes. Somehow, the smell seems 
very appropriate. 

Mabelle points out the old collections of 
plates and furniture. She has lived through 
much of the history in these rooms. The pic
tures and furniture and fashions on mani
kins tell her a tale we can only imagine. 

Mabelle agrees to pose for a picture in the 
room labeled "PARLOR." She relaxes into 
her surroundings. Another moment is cap
tured on film. 

Near the meat market, we page through 
some of the accounts, lettered in beautiful 
script. Mabelle exclaims at familiar names 
of family members and acquaintances. 

"Muenster ... Schroeder ... Schueller 
... A. T. Hipke . .. " 

We discover that about nine dollars will 
buy enough meat to take these families 
from May to October. 

When we open the exit door, we almost 
expect to look out and see horse-drawn car
riages or at least noisy, early 20th century 
automobiles. But it is 1982 again and we're 
walking next to a woman whose activities 
have always involved her directly with 
people because she wanted it that way; a 
woman who enjoys walking and who has 
contributed directly to the heritage of us all. 
In her own words: 

''I've always loved to walk. You meet 
peopl and you see things. If you're riding, 
you miss so much!" 

In our opinion, Mabelle, you haven't 
miss d a thing. 

Tak n from lh New Holstein Reporle1 July 
15. 1982 



President's message 
.... ll. • , 

Homecoming - 1982 

Homecoming this year was extended from Tuesday, June 22 to Saturday, June 26. 
I could tell it was going to be a good one, because we got started on a good note. As we 

registered, we were given packets containing a schedule of planned activities, activities com· 
mittees, the annual meeting agenda, and a list of Alumni officers and Board members. Every· 
one was made aware of what was happening and when. 

It was a leisure sort of camp and by having a schedule of events, one was able to "pick 'n 
choose." There was plenty of tennis. In fact, interest was so high, we just might have a tennis 
tournament next year. Then there was golf, and more golf. We had our usual competitive, 
challenging game of softball. This year we added basketball, horseshoe pitching and bowling. 

Thanks to Dave Zimmerman, his wife Leann, and the camp staff, the children also enjoyed 
their days of fun. We had many adults join in with the kids as they took part in go-carting, 
horseback riding, a trip to the zoo and the show horse farm. 

The hikers, of course, made their annual trek around the lake. 
Those of you who missed Homecoming this year really missed a treat. Sam and his staff de· 

lighted us with a meal of bratwurst and all the trimmings. It was delicious! Sam took note of 
the fact that we did eat more than was normal or usual. I think he has come to expect that sort 
of thing at a Normal College Homecoming. 

Every meal was made so pleasing to the eye and appetizing to the "palate plate." The dining 
room was beatifully decorated and the servers were so pleasant, courteous and willing to make 
each meal a delight. Thanks again, Sam and staff, for another job well done. 

Many repairs have been made at Brosius and I understand more are under way. The camp 
was again well manicured. But I understand the crew had a problem with painting. They would 
do their painting, then it would rain. They would paint some more and it would rain. 

However, for Homecoming we had very good weather. We did get rain toward the end, but it 
cleared again for the departure. 

It was good to see the familiar faces, but I would like to see some new and additional faces. 
This year there were 63 adults and 18 children, for a total of 81. 

Familiar names participating were Nick Kellum, Bobbie Larsen, Harry Pierson, Doris and 
Harry Stewart, Helen Straub, Jeff and Sue Vessely, and David and Gay Younce. 

I take this opportunity to invite each and every graduate and student of the Normal College 
to attend the dedication services and activities of the presentation of the Normal College 

, Plaque to the new facility. 
Activities are planned for October 1, 2, and 3. A special unveiling will be held during this 

time for Normal College graduates and students. With this gesture, we hope to engrave the 
memory of Normal College of the American Gymnastic Union on the minds and in the hearts 
of all of us who attended and for everyone to see. 

Pete Peterson 
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INDIA~A UNIVERSI ·y $CHOOL OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

NAME --------~-------- CLASS YEAR __ 

STREET ----------~-~---~-~~--
CITY ------------- STATE ____ ZIP __ _ 

*$3.00 for alumni who attended normal college prior to 1941. News you would like to 

contribute to the ALUMNI BULLETIN: 

Enclosed are my Alumni Dues of $20.00 wnich includes both membership in 
the Indiana University and my School Alumni Association. (Life members 
please disregard the dues portion of this envelope). 
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Union Building 

1300 West Michigan Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 



INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
UNION BUILDING 
620 UNION DRIVE 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46202 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

RESERVATION FORM 

First Class Mai l 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Indianapolis, IN 
Perm it No. 4086 

IU School of Physical Education Alumni Dedication Activities 

October 1-4, 1982 

DEDICATION WEEKEND ACTIVITY PACKAGE: 

Couple @ $35.00 (Includes 2 tickets to Friday 
reception, 2 tickets to Saturday banquet, and 
Sunday brat-fry for entire family) 

Single @ $20.00 (Includes 1 ticket to Friday 
reception, 1 ticket to Saturday banquet, and 1 
person for Sunday brat-fry) 

IU and School of Physical Education Alumni 
Association Dues @ $20.00 ($3.00 if you attended 

Qty. __ _ $ _____ _ 

Qty. __ _ $ _____ _ 

Normal College prior to 1941) $ _____ _ 

TOT AL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $============ 
NAME __________________ CLASS YEAR ____ _ 

STREET ADDRESS----------------------~ 

CITY _________ STATE ___ ZIP ____ PHONE _____ _ 

Names of all persons who will attend Dedication Activities: 

Make checks payable to IU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION and mail to: 620 Union Drive, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202. No refunds after September 27, 1982. 
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