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NATIONAL FFA ALUMNI COUNCIL 

THE NATIONAL FFA ALUMNI COUNCIL MEMBERS as shown above 
are : (seated, left to right) Dr. James Clouse (Vice 
Chairman ) , Dwight Seegmi ller, Tim Burke, Gus Douglass 
(Chairman), Jay Benham (Administrative Secretary); 
(standing, left to right) Millard Gundlach, Gordon 
Galbraith, Dick Weekley , Kenneth McM i llan, Billy Conner, 
Harry Epler, and Edwi n Hadlock . 

"LEGION OF MERIT CITATION" 

To provide the proper recognition for the 
real leaders who build the FFA Al umni Associa
tion---special recognition in the form of a 
"Legion of Merit" Citation wil 1 be presented 
to all those who sign up 10 or more new FFA 
Alumni members. 

All "Leg ion of Merit'' Citation recipients 
will be honored in the Newsletter and at a 
spec ia l funct ion at the 1973 National FFA Con
vention. Any member can be among the first to 
rece i ve the "Legion of Merit " Citation by 
s igning up at least 10 new members and sending 
their names along with his own to the FFA 
Alumni off ice. Watch the Newsletter f or those 
in your area who are acti vely building the FFA 
Alumni Association. 

OPERATION TEAMWORK UNDERWAY! 

An all-out membership thrust called 
Operation Teamwork is underway to help the 
FFA Alumni Association grow in numbers, in 
strength, and in effecti veness in 1973. 
The slogan is "Give A Day to FFA" to help 
build the FFA Alumni Associati on . 

FFA Alumni members in every community 
are asked to "Give A Day to FFA1' to help 
sign up new FFA Alumni members and help 
charter a loca l FFA Alumni Affiliate . A 
chapter is eligible to charter a local FFA 
Alumni Affiliate when 10 or more members 
have joined . 

Operation Teamwork began in January 
with the ini tial thrust during FFA Week, 
i n an attempt to arouse community i nterest 
i n the FFA. Help keep a good thing growing 
and consider yourself part of the growth . 
To participate in Operation Teamwork, 
members should contact their local FFA 
Advisor or write to the FFA Alumni Office 
for more information. 

The of f i cial emblem and membe r ship pin 
of the FFA Al umni Association as adopted at 
the First Annual Meeting. (Registration 
with the U. S. Patent Offi ce pending . ) 



A GOOD THING GROWING 

Within one year of the Organizational 
Meeting on May 12, 1972, 40 states have char
tered State FFA Alumni Associations and 
others are currently in the process. These 
states, listed in the order of chartering, 
are: 

1. Kansas 21. Mississippi 
2. Louisiana 22. North Carolina 
3. Indiana 23. Iowa 
4. Ohio 24. South Dakota 
5. Oregon 25. Del aware 
6. Texas 26. Alabama 
7. Oklahoma 27 . Florida 
8. Wyoming 28. North Dakota 
9. Tennessee 29. Ca 1 iforni a 

10. Illinois 30. Michigan 
11. Virginia 31. New Jersey 
12. Montana 32. Minnesota 
13. Nebraska 33. Maine 
14. West Virginia 34. South Carolina 
15. Pennsylvania 35. Arizona 
16. Kentucky 36. Missouri 
17. Georgia 37. Nevada 
18. New Hampshire 38. Connecticut 
19. Wisconsin 39. Idaho 
20. Maryland 40. Massachusetts 

STATE REIMBURSEMENT PLAN 

To provide incentive to the states to 
build FFA Alumni membership, a plan was 
adopted at the Annual Meeting to rebate $1 
per FFA Alumni member to a state each year 
its FFA Alumni membership equals or exceeds 
its active FFA membership. This plan was 
selected because it provides the same ratio 
(1 to 1) regardless of the size of the state 
membership or the potential. In addition, 
it would not impede the operations of the 
national organization since, with a larger 
membership, operations could cont inue on 
less dues per member. 

MEMORIAL FUND ESTABLISHED 

By action at the First Annual Meeting, 
a special Memorial Fund was established for 
the proceeds of Life Membership dues. All 
Life Member dues are to be placed in this fund 
where scholarships can be awarded as a memorial 
in the name of the Life Member. 

The Memorial Fund will also accept bequests 
and unincumbered gifts from the membership. 
For further information, write the FFA Alumni 
office. 

FFA ALUMNI COUNCIL ELECTION 

In accordance with the FFA Alumni Con
stitution, FFA Alumni Council members serve on 
a rotating basis with not more than three to 
be seated in any one year. To initiate the 
rotation, the Council members drew to determine" 
their respective terms of office. The result 
was the Council member from the North Atlantic 
and the Pacific Regions will be elected in 
1973 and those from the Southern and Central 
Regions in 1974. 

Each state ih the Pacific and North 
Atlantic Region may nominate one candidate 
for consideration by the nominating committee. 
Nominations must be received in the Alumni 
office prior to July l, 1973. 

A nominating committee composed of membffs 
from the other regions shall propose a ballot 
to be submitted to the membership for vote on 
July 15, 1973. The return ballots must be 
postmarked on or before September 15, 1973. 
The results of the election will be announced 
at the Annual Meeting in October. 

RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

Don't foreget to renew your charter member
ship~ Annual membership dues are for a 12-
month period. Membership renewal statements 
are sent directly to members on their annual 
11 anni versary month!' of joining unless the V 
state association undertakes the billing 
within the state. 

This procedure of distribu~ing t he billing 
process and work load throughout the year is 
followed to improve services to members while 
not discouraging members from joining late in 
the year. Membership cards are sent to the 
members the day the dues are received. 

As a service to State Associations who 
have state dues, and to provide a single dues 
package to the members, state dues are included 
in membPrship renewal statements. 

Membership renewals are showing a change 
to Life Membership. One out of 20 membership 
renewals is for Life Membership. With the 
establishment of the Memorial Fund, you may 
want to join with those who choose to pay dues 
only once by joining as a Life Member. 

SHOW YOUR COLORS 

The membership pin and other FFA Alumni 
supplies are now available to members. The co 
of the lapel pin is $3.50. For details on othe 
supplies write: FFA Alumni Association, Box 
15058, Alexandria, Virginia 22309. 



"SPECIAL LOCAL ACTIVITIES ISSUE" 

This is a "Special Local Activities Issue" 
of the FFA Alumni Newsletter. It's purpose is 
,to "spread ideas" by providing capsule infor
mation about activities of FFA Alumni affil
iates across the country. 

Local affiliates are the heart of the FFA 
Alumni Association. They are the "connecting 
link" to the community for the FFA Chapter and 
the classroom. 

It is impossible to list all FFA Alumni 
Affiliate activities. The following activi
ties were selected to provide a wide variety 
of ideas which you may be able to use in 
your community. (Please keep this FFA Alumni 
Newsletter for future reference.) 

AGRICULTURAL CAREER DAY--FFA Alumni 
Affiliates coordinate "Agricultural Career 
Days" in their community for FFA members. 
Each vocational agriculture student assumes 
a different job for one day. Some become 
a farm machinery dealer for a day, another 
manages an elevator, another the farm loan 
officer at the bank, another a mechanic, 

· another a livestock buyer, another manages 
a packing house, another a veterinarian, 
etc., etc., etc. Some hold a banquet the 
following evening with all concerned pre
sent. FFA members learn a lot about careers, 
the communit} learns a lot about tne FFA, 
and the FFA Alumni members learn a lot about 
both. 

* * * * 
PROJECT COMPETITION--The Ruby Mountain FFA 

Alumni Affiliate at Elko, Nevada, conducted a 
project competition contest for all FFA mem
bers. FFA Alumni members visited each FFA 
member's project, reviewed his records and 
asked the student questions about his project. 
During National FFA Week the FFA Alumni held a 
Pot Luck Dinner and presented trophies for t he 
best projects in each class and presented cer
tificates to each student with either a Gold, 
Silver, or Bronze rating. 

* * * * 
CHAPTER FUND RAISING--FFA Alumni members 

strongly support money making activities con
ducted by the FFA Chapter. Some Alumni af
filiates became actively involved in the FFA 
fund raising activities. 

* * * * 

BIG BROTHERS--FFA Alumni members are "Big 
Brothers" to freshmen students. Each helps his 
little brother with his project, including 
selecting, budgeting, housing, transportation, 
and whatever else may be necessary. To in
crease freshman participation, FFA Alumni mem
bers assist their little brothers in becoming 
involved in FFA activities. One idea is to 
match t he students' area of career interest 
to an FFA Alumni member in that area. (Fife, 
Tacoma, Washington) 

* * * * 
PUBLIC RELATIONS--Nearly all FFA Alumni 

Affiliates place public relations for FFA and 
vocational agriculture high on the priority 
list. By bei ng informed, FFA Alumni members 
give strength to the local program through 
their influence in t he community. Many for
mer members feel the FFA Alumni Association 
allows them to continue their interest and 
support of the local program after graduation. 
Many FFA Alumni activities are conducted to 
renew the common bond of fellowship existing 
between former members. 

One idea for community public relations 
is community-wide distribution of Official 
FFA Calendars which portray the FFA story 
in living color. They can also be used to 
raise funds. FFA Alumni Affiliates can find 
a sponsor or act as the sponsor themselves. 
For more information about FFA Calendars. 
contact your Chapter FFA Advisor or write to 
the FFA Alumni Office. 

* * * * 
TRAI NING JUDGING TEAMS--Many FFA Alumni 

Affil iates assist in training judging teams. 
They hel~ by providing practice facilities 
and by dividing into groups to train individ
ual team members in the various judging areas. 
(Many contest areas are not entered by chap
ters because it is almost impossible for an 
FFA Advisor to extensively train teams in all 
contest areas simultaneously.) 

* * * * 
LOCAL JUDGING CONTESTS--A popular activ

ity of local affiliates is conducting local 
judging contests for the FFA chapter members. 
Alumni members have the facilities and re
sources to be most effective in this area. 
Some affiliates are going a step higher and 
are hosting district contests. (Mabel, Min
nesota) 



* * * * 
SHOP PROJECTS- -To provide shop projects 

for students who need them, FFA Alumni members 
make lists of items they need . Students need
ing projects choose an item and visit the FFA 
Alumni member who supplies the needed materials . 
Both student and Alumni member benefit. 

* * * * 

CHAPERONES-- FFA Alumni members are a ready 
source for chaperones for FFA Chapter activi
ties . Some FFA Chapters make lists of upeoming 
activities and the FFA Alumni affiliate pro
vides the needed chaperones for each activity. 

* * * * 
SPONSORS AWARDS--Many FFA Alumni Affilia

tes are active in providing incentive awards to 
encourage participation and excellence in FFA 
;:ictivities. 

* * * * 
JOB PLACEMENT--FFA Alumni affiliates have 

been very successful in helping to find job 
placement for those FFA members who choose 
occupational placement. FFA Alumni members 
are often looking for people to hire themselves 
or know of others who are. 

* * * 'Jt 

TRANSPORTATION--Many FFA Alumni affiliates 
provide transportation for FFA members to State 
and National FFA Conventions, FFA Contests, 
State Fairs, Field Days and other worthy acti
vities. 

FFA Alumni members also help in hauling 
projects for members and in transporting exhi
bits to and from County and State Fairs, as weli 
as other livestock shows . 

* * * * 
CHAPTER FARMS-- FFA Alumni Affiliates are 

active in helping to secure FFA farms. Alumni 
members also play an active part in helping 
some Chapters with their farms by providing 
equipment and other needed assistance . 

* * * * 
PROJECT SEARCH--FFA Alumni members are 

active 1n securing livestock projects for FFA 
members. 

* * * * 

ADVISORY COUNCILS- - ln some chapters the 
FFA Alumni Council officers serve as members 
of the Chapter Advisory Council . It is felt 
that those who know the program from personal 
experience can be an important influence in its 
continued development and improvement to keep 
it relevant to the community. 

* * * * 

RESOURCE BANK--FFA Alumni members act as 
resource people by providing their expertise 
for classroom presentations and demonstrations. 
They also provide faciliti£s for educational 
field trips. (Burns, Wyoming) 

* * * * 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHING--One FFA Alumni Af

filiate uses Alumni members to do substitute 
teaching for the vocational agriculture 
teacher when he is away or attending an FFA 
ictivity. The money earned goes directly into 
the FFA Alumni treasury which is used to pro
mote Chapter activities. (Central Laramie 
County, Wyoming) 

* * * * 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT--A number of FFA 

Alumni Affiliates were formed to assist the 
FFA Chapter in participating in the FFA Build
ing Our American Communities Program--a nat
ional community development program. FFA 
Alumni members help plan, help conduct, and 
help provide continuity from year to year. 

* * * * 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE--Numerous FFA Alumni 
Affiliates have conducted activi ties to send 
their Chapter President or another member to a 
National FFA Leadership Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C . · 

These conferences are held during the 
summer to strengthen FFA Officers 1 leadership 
abilities, create a better understanding of FFA 
programs, develop patriotism and provide an 
exchange of ideas with National FFA Officers 
and chapters from all across the country. The 
dates are June 18-23; June 25-30; July 9-14; 
and J~ly 16-21. For more details write to the 
FFA Alumni Office. 



NEWSMAKERS AROUND THE COUNTRY 

"Here's Where It's Happening" 

In Bloomer, Wisconsin, the FFA Alumni Af
fi 1 iate helped conduct a Stream Improvement 
Program, Tree Planting and a Re-Forestation 
Project . FFA Alumni members also provided 
Awards by presenting a dairy calf and a $100 
Beef Award to Chapter Members. 

At Clay-Battelle, West Virginia, the FFA 
Al~~ni Affiliate members are active in re
cruiting vocational agriculture students . 
They have also increased community interest in 
the Young Farmers Association. (Many affil
iates have reported a similar increase in 
Young Farmers Association interest.) 

In Colebrook, New Hampshire, the FFA 
Alumni Affiliate sponsored a "Sugar-Off" 
Party where they boiled down maple syrup for 
a fund raising activity. The FFA Alumni also 
had an "Agricultural Float" in the Fourth of 
July parade. 

At Knox Central, Kentucky, the FFA 
Alumni Affiliate sponsored a Tractor Trouble 
Shooting Contest for the FFA Chapter. They 
lrovided the tractors along with the neces-

~ary teaching materials. 

In Auburndale, Florida, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate conducted the local FFA Chapter 
contests. FFA Alumni members also help spon
sor the County FFA Awards Foundation. 

At Tri-County, Iowa, the FFA Alumni Af
filiate sponsors a Beef Carcass and Swine 
Carcass Show for the entire community in
cluding ~he commercial feeders. They also 
conduct a Children's Barn Yard of baby farm 
animals for public relations in agriculture. 

In Carthage, Mississippi, the FFA Alumni 
assisted in restoring an antique buggy for the 
state agricultural museum. FFA Alumni members 
were in charge of the football concession stand 
while the FFA Advisor attended the National 
FFA Convention . The FFA Alumni now plans to 
operate a concession stand at Little League 
baseball games . 

In Luling, Texas, the FFA Alumni Affiliate 
built a greenhouse for the local vocational 
agriculture department. 

There is more to being an FFA Alumni mem
ber than carrying a membership card. YOU can 
be the one to initiate the action to charter an 
FFA Alumni Affiliate in your area. The first 
step is for someone to act as chairman, and 
most FFA chapters are looking for that person. 
How about you? 

An FFA Alumni Affiliate can be chartered 
on a school, county or other area basis. There 
are three steps to charter: (1) Have a desig
nated chairman; (2) Have purposes in harmony 
with the FFA Alumni Association; and (3) Have 
at least 10 dues-paying members. For more in
forma tion, contact your FFA Advisor or write 
to the FFA Alumni Office. 

To put your FFA Alumni Affiliate into 
action, t he following areas are suggested for 
planning your program of activities: 

(1) Chapter Activit ies 
(2) Public Relations 
(3) Community Serv ice 
(4) School Board Communications 
(S) State and National Support 
(6) Chapter Advisory Council 

At Linganore, Maryland, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate has sponsored two Western Uances to 
raise funds. They also sponsored a Horse Show 
with the FFA Chapter and now their treasury is 
bulging. They are helping send an FFA member 
on the FFA summer International Exchange Pro
gram. To publicize Dairy Month they are spon
soring a Cow Milking Contest the first two 
Friday evenings in June in a metropolitan 
shopping center mall . 



At Powell Valley, Tennessee, the FFA 
Alumni Affiliate established a Recreation 
Center for youth in an old Co1m1unity Center 
that had been vacant for years. 

In Unity, Illinois, the FFA Alumni members 
went by bus to see a pro football game between 
the St. Louis Cardinals and the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

At Miami East, Ohio, the FFA Alumni mem- At West Fannin, Georgia, the FFA Alumni 
bers provided instructors and demonstrations sponsored an FFA Alumni Basketball Team. 
to vocational agriculture classes on procedures 
on safe operation of farm machinery. 

In Sycamore, Illinois, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate assisted in constructing a two mile 
Nature Trail for a Nursing Home including two 
bridges. FFA Alumni members also select th~ 
Chapter Award Winners. 

At Clyde A. Erwin, North Carolina, the 
FFA Alumni Affiliate sold citrus fruit to pro
vide awards to FFA members with outstanding 
projects; to pay the expense of a Chapter 
member to the National FFA Convention; and 
to present an Alumni Pin to the outstanding 
Alumni member at the Chapter Banquet. 

In Chinook, Montana, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate presents a scholarship of $50 to 
the Outstanding Senior FFA Member. They 
also conduct a Chapter Judging Contest. 

In Kimba l l, Nebraska, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate sponsored a Pancake Supper to raise 
funds to promote chapter activities. The 
FFA Chapter had a "Slave Auction" following 
the supper. FFA Alumni members also pro
vide transportation for FFA members or their 
projects to FFA activities. 

In Limestone, Maine, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate planted a half acre of potatoes 
as a fund raiser for chapter actiVities. 

At Hoven, South Dakota, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate has a Buddy-System where each FFA 
member individually works with an FFA Alumni 
member for one day. The FFA Alumni affiliate 

In Citronelle, Alabama, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate conducted Farm-City Week activities 
including a dinner. Community public relations 
for the FFA and vocational agriculture depart· 
ment has been an important aspect. The FFA 
Alumni has brought many people back into the 
school who have not been in the school since 
their graduation. The FFA Alumni renews a lot 
of fe11owship among Alumni members as we11 as 
inspire the active members. 

In Frederick County, Virginia, the FFA 
Alumni Affiliate is helping to establish a 
Youth Fairgrounds. Land is being acquired 
and buildings and facilities constructed. FFA 
Alumni members also attend the Chapter Banquet. 

In Azle, Texas, the FFA Alumni members 
serve as Adult Directors in conducting the 
local FFA Livestock Show. 

In Mansfield, Arkansas, the FFA Alumni 
members assist in raising funds for the State 
FFA Foundation which provides support for ~ 
various FFA activities such as scholarships, 
awards and travel expenses. 

In Mansfield, Arkansas, the FFA Alumni 
Affiliate assisted the FFA Chapter in a city 
wide Clean-Up Day. They also conducted a 
Defensive Driving Course for FFA members. 

In Cassville, Missouri, the FFA Alumni 
helped to provide new and better ~h~p quip
ment for the vo-ag department and a small 
building for lumber and pipe storage. 

also has plans to sponsor FFA members to the At Chestnut Ridge, Pennsylvania, the FFA 
State FFA Camp. The FFA Alumni meet six times Alumni cleaned up and renovated the community 
per year and every other meeting is i n conjunc- cemetery. 
tion with the FFA Chapter. 

In Forest Grove, Oregon the FFA Al umni 
Affiliate conducted a fi eld trip for al l FFA 
members to two of the largest Agricultural 
Industries in the state. They have also had 
outside speakers at their meetings to discus~ 
topics of area concerns. 

At Central Laramie County, Wyoming the 
FFA Alumni Affiliate had a Taco-Pizza Supper 
for a fund raising activity. It was held in 
conjunction with the FFA Donkey Basketball 
Game. They also had a Western Dance and 
served supper to all participants in the 
District Farm Mechanics Contest which was 
hosted at their school. 



HERE AND THERE! 
(With State FFA A1umn i Associations) 

OKLAHOMA--The State FFA A1umni Association is 
sponsoring a State Leadership Schoo1 for FFA 
members . One free attendance is provided to 
an FFA Chapter for every 10 FFA Alumni members 
it has. 

MISSOURl--Fann1and Industries, Inc . was the 
first Agri-Business firm to charter a local 
FFA Alumni Affil iate within its organization . 

KANSAS--Mr . Bob Brockelman, a member of the 
State FFA Alumni Council, has personal1y 
signed up ove r 100 FFA Alumni members and is 
still going strong . (We need more like him.) 

KENTUCKY- -The Kentucky FFA Association has 
added a new FFA Standing Committee called the 
Alumni Relations Committee to work in liaison 
with the FFA Alumni organization. All FFA 
Chapters have been requested to add this 
committee to their 1973-74 program of 
activities . 

WEST VIRGINIA- -All past State FFA Presidents 
are members of the FFA Alumni Associ ation. 

NEBRASKA- - The State FFA Alumni Association 
rented the Pershing Auditori um on the Univer
s ity of Nebraska campus and made it availab1e 
t o the State FFA Associ ation to conduct 
special State Farmer Degree ceremonies . 

MINNESOTA--Has the first Governor to become a 
Life Member of the FFA Al umni Association -
Governor Wendal1 Anderson . 

NORTH CAROLINA--Has developed an FFA Alumni 
Handbook for 1oca1 affi 1iates. 

MARYLAND--A State FFA A1umni Basketba11 
Tournament was won by the Linganore High 
School FFA Al umni Association. 

FFA Alumni Association 
P. 0 . Box 15058 
Alexandria, Virginia 22309 

Newsletter 
I PLEASE FORWARD I 

PENNSYLVANIA--FFA Alumni members are being 
used to select FFA State Winners . FFA Alumni 
members who are past American Fanners serve 
on a committee to screen the American Farmer 
Degree applicants . FFA Alumni members serve 
on committees to select the Agricultural 
Proficiency Award recipients and help in 
conducting State FFA Judging Contests . 

OHIO- -Has developed an FFA A1umni Handbook 
to help local chapters in the chartering of 
loca l FFA Alumni Affiliates . 

ILLINOIS--Held a spec i al meeting for FFA 
Chapters on how to organize and charter a 
local affil i ate . 
NEW JERSEY--Captain Joseph Milligan, a 
prisoner of war for 6~ years in Vietnam, has 
joined the FFA Alumni Association at North 
Hunterdon Regional High School. 

INDIANA--Held a special 11 FFA Alumni Night 11 

at Purdue University to charter the Purdue 
FFA Alumni Affil iate and to provide ideas to 
local chapters on organizing local affiliates . 

MONTANA--Has a State FFA Alumni Newsletter 
sent to the members . 

TEXAS--Has the first U. S. Senator to become 
a Life Member of the FFA Alumni Association -
Senator John Tower. 

SOUTH DAKOTA--The State FFA Alumni Association 
puts out what it calls an "unofficial news
letter" named The FFA Helper to build member
ship and keep members infonned . 

NEW HAMPSHIRE--Presented a special FFA Alumni 
membership plaque to the Governor during FFA 
Week. 

WISCONSIN--Has developed its own State FFA 
Alumni brochure for membership promotion. 
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