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Want to connect with other FFA members across the nation?

Log on to the newly redesigned and relaunched FFA Nation - the exclusive 
online community for FFA members. Once you’ve signed up, you can:

■ Create a profi le
■ Upload photos
■ Start discussions
■ Join groups
■ Watch videos
■ Read FFA New Horizons past articles
■ Keep up with FFA news
  …and more!

Now, you can!

Check it out today!

www.ffa.org/ffanation

Join FFA Nation today for a chance to win awesome FFA gear!
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He’s a Great Worker
Michael McGee, agriculture teacher 

and FFA advisor at Broken Bow High 
School in Oklahoma, was recently named 
the 2009 Dickies American Worker of the 
Year and awarded $50,000 as part of his 
prize package. He also found out that he 
had a chance to upgrade his winnings to 
$1 million by predicting who would win 
the Dickies 500 race, part of the NASCAR 
series. His choice? Kurt Busch. Who won 
the race? Kurt Busch. 

McGee, now $1 million richer, says he 
can’t believe his good luck. 

In addition to teaching, McGee also 
owns a horse-training business. He says 
his motto is “to put 110 percent into 
everything, no matter the task at hand.” 

His FFA members and agriculture 
students would likely agree. 

Congratulations, McGee! 

Did you hear about 
the magic tractor?
It turned into a field.

Amanda Gioacchini,
Essex FFA, 
Massachusetts

Just 
Joking

Craig Lampani, a member of the Courtland FFA 
Chapter in Spotsylvania, Va., received a blue 
ribbon for his Adirondack chair entered in 
competition at the Virginia State Fair in October 
2009. Craig constructed the chair during lab 
from rough-cut yellow poplar lumber.
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FYI
YOUR TURN

Keep us informed! 

This is your chance to 

be a part of FFA New 

Horizons. Send us a 

short article about 

your latest chapter 

activities, awards 

you’ve received or 

even your involvement 

outside FFA. 

Be sure to include 

a high-quality color 

photo and your 

contact information. 

Want an easy way to 

send your story? Visit 

ffa.org/ffanation and 

submit the feedback form.

Or, send to: 

FFA New Horizons

P.O. Box 68960

Indianapolis, IN 46268

newhorizons@ffa.org

Learn and Earn
Last winter, FFA chapters in Oklahoma 

and Kansas partnered with farmers to plant, 

manage and harvest their winter canola crop 

as part of Monsanto’s Genuity™ Roundup 

Ready® Winter Canola yield contest. 

In addition to learning about canola 

production, all participants earned money 

for their chapters. The Hinton FFA Chapter 

of Hinton, Okla., took the first-place prize of 

$8,000. The chapter plans to use the money 

for new computers and a livestock barn. 

The Minco FFA Chapter of Minco, Okla., 

came in second, earning $6,000; and the 

Pond Creek-Hunter FFA Chapter from Pond 

Creek, Okla., placed third, earning $4,000. 

Happy Anniversary, Earth Day 
Earth Day, a global celebration of the environment, 

commemorates its 40th year on April 22. Here are some 

ways you can go green in honor of Earth Day. 

• Get your family involved in a recycling program, 

including plastic, paper, aluminum and glass.

• Walk, ride a bike or take the bus instead of traveling 

by car.

• Donate old towels, blankets and comforters to local animal

shelters for bedding.

Find more ideas at www.earthday.net. 

What a Donation! 
The Clay Center FFA chapter in Clay 

Center, Kan., has recently been donated a 

2009 F-250 truck as part of the Built Ford 

Tough scholarship program for their

achievements with the National FFA 

scholarship program last school year. 

Clay Center was the only chapter in the U.S. 

to receive this honor and plans to use the 

truck for supervised agricultural experience 

(SAE) field work, judging activities and local 

community service projects. 

Learn more about the Built Ford Tough 

scholarship program at ffa.org.
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Win a Chevrolet T-shirt
Chevrolet, the sponsor of FFA Faces, will award a T-shirt to featured members. 

Nominate yourself by following the steps below. Questions? E-mail ffanation@jnlcom.com.

Create Describe Nominate
Go to ffa.org/ffanation and sign 

up for an FFA Nation profile.
Upload a profile photo and fill 
out the fields to tell us about 

your FFA experiences.

Under the FFA Faces thread on 
the Discussions page, tell us 
why you should be featured.

CA

PA

MO SC

OK

While an FFA member, Brandon has participated in the 

extemporaneous public speaking CDE, FFA Creed speaking and 

been accepted to the Oklahoma FFA Chorus. He also plays 

basketball and serves as a student council member at his high 

school. Brandon plans to go to law school and hopes to hold an 

office in national government someday. 

Brandon Baumgarten
Chapter: Oilton FFA

This high school freshman has already enjoyed being an FFA 

member in middle school, where she served as her chapter’s 

reporter. She also participates on the livestock judging and 

ceremonies teams and has received both her Discovery and 

Greenhand FFA degrees. Kendra is a cheerleader, plays basketball 

and volunteers at local rodeos.

Kendra Stephenson
Chapter: Trenton FFA 

Danae, a high school graduate, is a past state winner in the FFA 

swine production proficiency. For her SAE, she raised, bred and 

marketed pigs throughout her community, and also exhibited 

Charolais cattle. Danae has served as her chapter’s vice president 

and hopes to someday become a park ranger for the Corps of 

Engineers.

Danae Hicks
Chapter: Crescent FFA

David, a high school senior, has represented his chapter at many 

state-level committees, while serving as an official chapter 

delegate. For his SAE, he raises market swine, exhibits lambs and 

has multiple gardening projects. David has also participated in 

the FFA Creed and prepared public speaking career development 

events (CDE).  

David Mendoza
Chapter: Calipatria FFA 

A high school junior, Nick raises swine and Boer goats, and 

exhibits them at various fairs and shows in the region. He has won 

numerous grand champions with his livestock and won master 

showmanship in the swine division at the Pennsylvania Farm 

Show. Nick was also honored as his chapter’s Star Greenhand in 

2007 and serves as a chapter officer. 

Nick Reber
Chapter: Pine Grove FFA

This high school sophomore shows rabbits at local fairs and raises 

vegetables and fruit for her supervised agricultural experience 

(SAE). She serves as the assistant treasurer of her chapter and 

enjoys participating in speech events. Beth won the FFA Creed 

event for her area and at summer FFA camp. Besides FFA, she 

plays basketball and softball and runs track.

Beth Crosser
Chapter: Meadville FFA

FL
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Beckman sisters compete in national EQUESTRIAN events

ReinsSharing the Story by Chris Hayhurst

I
f there are two sides to every 

story, you’d never know it 

talking to Anna and Alice 

Beckman. Their story, as sisters, is 

almost identical. They live on a farm 

in Ashville, Ohio. They’ve always 

ridden horses, Anna since she was 

four and Alice since she was three 

(today Anna’s 19 and Alice is 17). 

Both girls are active in the U.S. 

Pony Club and the U.S. Eventing 

Association, two national organizations 

for competitive riders. They’re both 

in the National Honor Society, both 

play varsity sports, and both are 

FFA members at Teays Valley High 

School in Ashville, Ohio, where 

together they started an equine 

judging team. They even complete 

each other’s sentences.

Like this, their answer to a 

question about what it takes to do 

well in dressage, an equestrian event 

that takes place in an arena and 

includes a series of “tests” – how well 

you can trot in a tight circle, for example, 

or your ability to stop on a dime.

Anna: “Everything about dressage 

is challenging.”

Alice: “The thing about dressage is 

that it’s about precision and 

correctness, so every step has to be 

right, and your horse has to carry 

itself right.”

Anna: “And then the rider has to 

be in the correct form, too.”

Alice: “And you have to 

communicate to your horse without 

the judge being able to see it. You 

have to give your horse invisible 

signals and still have them do 

everything perfectly.”

IN THE SADDLE

The story of Anna and Alice 

begins with their mother, who 

taught them to ride. 

“She had horses since she was a 

kid,” says Anna, a college freshman. “So 

she decided we should have horses, too.” 

The Beckmans’ farm, a hundred 

or so acres of woods and fields, 

includes goats, seven horses, and 

lots of trails and open space. It’s an 

ideal place to ride. 

“During the summer we usually 

ride every day, because that’s when 

the peak show season is,” Alice says. 

The rest of the year they ride 

about every other day, she says. 

Plus there’s all the work – the 

feeding, the grooming, and the 

general maintenance – that comes 

with the terrain. 

“We don’t keep them in a barn, so 

we don’t have to clean out their stalls 

every day,” Alice explains. “But we 

do have to check on them every day 

when they’re out in the pasture and 

make sure they’re alright.”

Anna’s horse, the one she calls 

her own, is a 12-year-old Palomino 

Appaloosa named Blake. Alice rides 

a thoroughbred named Bella.

They ride each other’s horses, 

Photography by Jeffrey S. Otto
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Anna and Alice Beckman share a friendly sibling rivalry in many of their equestrian events. 
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Anna explains, as well as the others 

on the farm, but they ride their own 

for competition. Training, she says, 

has become a way of life. 

“We’ve been riding now for 13 or 

14 years,” Anna says. “And we’re still 

not as good as we could be. It takes a 

really long time to get good, and you 

have to be really dedicated. And you 

have to be willing to be out there 

when it’s a hundred degrees, and 

to just keep practicing.” 

Alice, of course, agrees.

“It takes a lot of work. You have 

to have patience, because your horse 

isn’t always going to be perfect,” she 

says. “And you’re not always going 

to have a perfect ride, even though 

you want to.”

When it comes to competition, 

Anna and Alice’s specialty is “eventing.” 

In eventing, riders are put to the test 

in three separate disciplines: dressage, 

stadium jumping and cross-country 

jumping. Dressage – well, they 

already explained that. Stadium 

jumping involves successive leaps 

over “fences” and tight turns in a ring. 

The third event, cross-country, 

is a challenging ride of endurance, 

and both Anna and Alice consider it 

their favorite. Riders guide their 

horses across miles of open fields, 

through stretches of woods, and 

over big, intimidating jumps that 

for some prove too difficult to clear. 

“I like that it’s fast and can 

be dangerous,” Alice says. 

“Same,” says Anna. “And the 

runs are long, which is fun.”

MORE THAN HORSES

Having fun, but at the same 

time working hard, seems to be what 

life, for these two, is all about. And so 

their plans for the future are similar. 

Given the right opportunities, they’d 

both like to ride in the Olympics 

someday. They are both expanding 

their equine experiences; Anne 

competes as a part of her college’s 

varsity equestrian teams, and 

Alice recently placed first as an 

individual in the state FFA equine 

management competition.

And finally, they both have plans 

to become veterinarians. Anna is 

majoring in equine science and pre-

vet; Alice may go to college with her 

sister, or she might try somewhere 

else – she’s not certain yet.

So would they ever consider 

starting a veterinary practice 

together? Unlikely, says Anna. While it 

might be fun, they are, after all, sisters. 

“We argue about everything,” 

she says. “Probably not a good idea.”
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The Beckman sisters feel 
fortunate to live on a farm, 
which makes training and 
practicing much easier. 





We’ve long known that 
FFA members are about 
more than just “cows, 
sows and plows.” You 
are selfless, motivated, 
and most of all, unique. 

By featuring Dru, we’re 
continuing our ongoing 
effort to highlight FFA 
members who embody 
what today’s FFA is all 
about. We’re 
showcasing musicians, 
volunteers, artists, 
athletes and more.

This month, meet Dru, 
an interior designer and 
artist from Georgia.

Dru is FFA. Are you?

Dru Gunter combines a love for the outdoors 
with her FASHION-FORWARD eye

Career
Designing Her Perfect

D
ru Gunter is a very busy person. A 

sophomore at Savannah College of 

Art and Design (SCAD) in Atlanta, Ga., 

she fills her time with all sorts of activities.

She plans events with the school’s 

student activities council. She leads 

tours for visitors in her role as a student 

ambassador. She studies to keep up with 

her coursework. And then there are things 

she loves to do whenever she has a spare 

moment – play guitar, shop, watch and 

play sports, garden. 

In Dru’s world, there’s very little downtime, 

and that’s just the way she likes it. 

“It’s hard for me to relax,” she says. “I 

always have something to do, so I feel like I 

have to keep going. It’s really go, go, go all 

the time for me.”

Dru is certainly ambitious, but there’s 

another reason for her need for action. 

As a student at North Oconee High 

School in nearby Bogart, she was diagnosed 

with narcolepsy, the sleeping disorder. 

“If I sat around or was idle at all, I would 

fall asleep. So throughout high school, it 

was important for me to be active all the 

time and fill every second of every day with 

something. That was one of the best things 

about being in FFA. There was something 

going on all the time.”

FASHION RULES

At this point you might be wondering: 

How does an FFA member (who chose dairy 

entrepreneurship for her supervised 

agricultural experience program) end up 

at a college of art and design? 

Dru explains, “All my life, when people 

found out I was in FFA, they always did a 

double take. Like, ‘What? You’re kidding me.’” 

She’d always been the creative type, she 

explains, and was deeply involved with 

creatively driven classes and clubs. She took 

art. She edited the yearbook. She liked musical 

theater. And she loved fashion, even designing 

her own dress and hairpiece – complete with 

feathers and sequins – for her senior prom. 

“I’ve always liked to express myself in 

the way I dress,” she laughs.

Senior year, when it was time to choose a 

 

Story by Chris Hayhurst
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Dru Gunter enjoys finding ways to combine her design skills with her 
FFA experiences. Once on an FFA trip, she converted a pair of black dress 
pants into a skirt for a fellow FFA member who had forgotten hers. 



college and her FFA classmates took 

aim at the agriculture-focused 

schools, Dru set her sights on SCAD. 

Her goal was to study fashion design 

and eventually enter the fashion 

business. SCAD, she says, was perfect.

“It has a project-based, hands-on 

curriculum,” she explains. “I knew I’d 

be completely stimulated all the time.”

SOMETIMES, PLANS CHANGE

That was the original plan. 

However, thanks to FFA, reality 

unfolded in a slightly different 

direction. Dru, who first joined the 

North Oconee FFA chapter as a 

freshman, says FFA was at first a way 

for her to keep busy – and stay awake. 

But the more she got involved, 

the more she liked the courses she 

took, the competitions she entered 

and the projects she did. A landscape 

design class enthralled her; she 

loved how it combined drawing, 

math, science and nature. Later, as 

a senior competing in the nursery 

landscape career development event 

(CDE), which emphasizes landscape 

architecture, her team won state. 

This meant Dru and her teammates 

would be competing in nationals 

during her freshman year of college. 

Preparing for the national event 

took up much of Dru’s time the 

summer after graduation. And by 

the time fall came around, and her 

team took fourth, she had a change 

of heart. Fashion, she says, was no 

longer her top priority, at least when 

it came to her future career. 

“I really fell in love with all the 

things I was studying,” she says. “I 

loved doing the math, the drawing, 

and learning how plants worked or 

didn’t work in certain places.” 

And so it hit her: Instead of 

studying fashion, she’d major in 

interior design, which focuses not 

only on decorating but also on 

architecture. In addition, she’d 

minor in cultural landscape. 
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Nation to connect with other creative 
members in the I’m a Designer group. Don’t 
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She’d combine the best of both 

worlds: The interior and the exterior, 

her creative side with her love for 

the outdoors and nature. 

“It was a long train of events 

leading to that decision,” Dru says, 

“and it really all began with FFA.”

FREE TO DREAM

While she still reads the fashion 

magazines, Dru’s dreams today are 

less about dresses and jewelry than 

they are about landing a great job. 

Her hope, she says, is to start 

her own commercial design firm and 

to bring her skills to a new arena – 

the medical industry. Many older 

hospitals, she notes, are in dire need 

of design renovations that would 

help them meet environmentally 

friendly operating standards. 

Likewise, new medical facilities will 

need designers like her who can 

imagine spaces that are not only 

more efficient, but also nicer to be in. 

“I want to see how interior and 

exterior spaces, like gardens, can 

combine to heal patients,” Dru explains. 

If all goes as planned, her 

opportunity will come in just a few 

years. Until then, it’s full speed ahead. 

She laughs, “Maybe 20 years 

down the road I’ll enjoy slowing 

down, but not now.”
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Multi-talented Dru often models for fashion photography shoots, many times 
doing the fashion styling. She is also learning more about drawing and design 
as part of her college courses. 



FYI
BETHANY’S 
FAVORITES
A big fan of singing at 
the top of her lungs, 
Bethany has playlists 
on her iPod named 
“Bethany’s Boppin’ 
Beats” and “Superhero 
Mode.” Learn more about 
her favorite things:

CDE: Agricultural sales

Board game: 
Apples to Apples

FFA memory: Hearing 
FFA Opening Ceremonies 
for the first time

Candy: Dark chocolate

Personal hero: Mom

Smell: Fresh pot of 
coffee

It’s no wonder Bethany Bohnenblust’s 

favorite line of the FFA motto is “Living to 

Serve.” This Kansas native lives and breathes 

service. For her supervised agricultural 

experience (SAE) program, she and her family 

turned their 150 acres into wildlife habitat. 

Bethany also has started multiple service 

projects at home throughout her FFA career. 

Q Why is it important for FFA members 

to participate in service projects? 

A 
Every single FFA member has a gift 

or talent that they can offer to serve 

someone else. We as leaders in our 

community can’t forget that a true mark 

of authentic leadership is a servant’s heart. 

Service is beyond acts of kindness and love, 

but it’s a lifestyle that drives all that you do.

Q What advice do you have for FFA 

members who might want to do 

“something” but are having a difficult 

time choosing a project?

A 
Find something that you enjoy and 

share it with others. When your motives 

are to help people, the possibilities to 

serve are truly limitless. Whether you teach 

a grade-school class about where their school 

lunch comes from, pick up trash at your city 

park or volunteer with a mentoring program, 

others will benefit most when you are 

passionate to serve them.

Q What is something you’ve learned 

about FFA so far this year that you 

never knew before?

A 
I had no idea how many ways members 

can stay “connected” online. There’s 

FFA Nation, Twitter, our National Officer 

blogs, and all sorts of fan pages on Facebook. 

My favorites are the National FFA Officer 

page, the National FFA Organization page 

and the FFA Alumni page.

Q It’s spring! What is one of your favorite 

FFA activities this time of year?

A 
Chapter banquets are a favorite of 

mine because their main purpose is 

to recognize talented FFA members for 

the incredible things they do. When I attend 

banquets, I can’t help but smile in awe of 

what students accomplish.

Bohnenblust
National FFA Secretary

Bethany

ONLINE
Sign up for a profi le on FFA Nation to ask 
Bethany (and her fellow teammates) your own 
questions. Friend-request them, and chat away!

ffa.org/ffanation

p
offee
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FFA cool careers  forestry

Climbers
Calling All Tree

Four CAREERS you might 
find in the forestry field

W
hile many people in the 

field of forestry do spend 

quite a bit of time in – 

you guessed it – forests, others sit 

at desks or in front of microscopes, 

contributing to the field in a variety 

of different ways. If you’re interested 

in trees and all things green, read 

on to discover five cool careers in 

the forestry industry.

1. TREE SURGEONS

Focusing on improving 

the appearance, health and value 

of trees and shrubs, tree surgeons 

cut down dead limbs, remove decay, 

and use pesticides to limit pests 

and diseases. They also “top” trees, 

slightly cutting them down, to avoid 

contact with utility wires.

A four-year degree in forestry 

or a related major is recommended. 

It’s also important to know that the 

work can be demanding, often 

requiring workers to use 

mechanical equipment and 

sometimes climb trees.

2. FOREST FIREFIGHTERS

These firefighters work 

as a member of a crew to stop forest 

fires. They also patrol fire-ravaged 

areas to prevent future fires from 

occurring. Some serve as “hotshots” 

and are the first firefighters to 

attempt to put out the flames.

With clearly dangerous jobs, 

forest firefighters are encouraged to 

be physically fit and possess 

personal safety skills. A two-year 

degree is suggested, and once hired 

for the job, you can expect a great 

deal of additional training.

3. TREE GRADERS

While their primary job 

is to sort Christmas trees based on 

quality, size and characteristics, 

Christmas tree graders also help 

local cultivators with their planting 

decisions in order to create a market 

for their product.

The weather plays a large role 

in a Christmas tree grader’s life as 

the quality of the trees as well as the 

market depend on it. The minimum 

requirement for this career is a high 

school diploma. Any training in tree 

identification, grading, science and 

math is a plus. 

4.  LOG GRADERS

Log graders inspect wood 

products, checking for defects and 

grading them by market 

specifications. They also estimate 

the weight and value of the wood.

A high school education is 

recommended for this career. 

Individuals will typically be trained 

on the job through logging 

companies and associations. 

Because some regions produce more 

timber than others, a log grader 

may be required to relocate to 

another area, such as Oregon, 

Washington or a southeastern state.

 – Jessica Walker
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ONLINE
Visit the online version of this story 
for links to forestry career resources.

ffa.org/ffanation
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FFA your money  Savings

Cha-Ching!
 5 cool ways to save your cash

S
aving money can prove to be 

difficult when there’s always 

something to buy – a movie 

ticket, an outfit you just have to 

have, dinner at a new restaurant 

you’re eager to try – and it can be 

tough to hang on to your cash. 

Everybody knows about savings 

accounts, so here are five other 

somewhat unconventional methods 

to try. 

1. CARRY CASH

Don’t use a debit or credit 

card to purchase anything. Paying 

with cash helps ensure you keep 

track of your finances, while using 

a card can make it more difficult to 

save money. There’s just something 

about handing over your hard-

earned cash that makes you think 

twice about the purchase you’re 

making. A card doesn’t always 

have that same effect.

2. SAVE YOUR PENNIES

Save every coin you 

receive as change in a jar at home. 

While you’re still free to spend the 

cash, you’re always saving at least 

something when you keep your 

coins. Once the jar is full, roll the 

coins yourself and take them to the 

bank to exchange them for cash. 

You’ll feel accomplished and, 

depending on how large your jar is, 

possibly end up with more money 

than you expected.

3. SAVE A LITTLE AT A TIME

If you’d rather save 

cash than coins, make a point to 

save just one dollar each day. Just 

like with the coins, put the dollar 

bills in a safe place at home and 

watch the amount grow each day. At 

the end of the year, you’ll have $365!

4. WAIT IT OUT

When you find an item 

you think you absolutely must 

purchase, wait to see if it goes on 

sale. Chances are, the item will 

eventually be marked down and 

you will be rewarded for your 

patience. If you must have the item 

right away, be prepared to cut back 

in other areas if you’re serious 

about saving money.

5. STAY IN

Instead of shelling out 

cash at restaurants or going to 

movies, schedule nights at home with 

friends or family members. Enjoy 

cooking a meal together and watch a 

rented movie or play your favorite 

board games.

 – Jessica Walker

ONLINE
Click on In This Issue for more 
money-saving tips.

ffa.org/ffanation
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Anxiousness, excitement and 
uncertainty were just a few 

feelings that crossed the minds  
of the Major State FFA Officer Team 
as they boarded planes to depart for 
the International Leadership Seminar 
for State Officers. 

 President, Amie Burke, departed  
a bit earlier than the rest of the team. 
Amie had the amazing opportunity  
to walk in the Rose Bowl Parade with 
other State Officers from across the 
nation and the RFD-TV float,  
featuring FFA! 

 Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten and  
Adam departed from their respective 
locations on January 3 to join Amie in 
California. Once there it was like a 
small reunion after the team had been 
apart for the Christmas holiday.

 Around 50 State Officers from all 
over the United States met in San 
Francisco and were part of a one-day 
orientation for the International 
Leadership Seminar.

 On January 5 the State Officers 
waved goodbye to the United States 
and boarded the plane for Beijing, 

China! After about a 13-hour flight 
they finally arrived in China for 11 
days full of awesome opportunities!

 In the first day of touring they 
visited the largest city center square  
in the world – Tiananmen Square, and 
took a walk through the Forbidden 
City, a complex of Imperial palaces. 
Next was a visit to the American 
Embassy, the Bird’s Nest Olympic 
Stadium, and then finally Beijing’s 
“Night Food Market.”

 The second day in China, January 8, 
was marked by agricultural visits.  
The group learned that the Xinfadi 
Agricultural Products Wholesale 
Market is the largest market in Beijing, 
covering 150,000 square meters. Next 
they visited a large greenhouse farm,  
a soybean operation and lastly a beef 
farm, which employs 1800 people!

 The ultimate highlight of the trip, 
for many, came on the third day of 
touring. Climbing the Great Wall  
of China was an experience that will 
never be forgotten! After a day of 
climbing the Great Wall the group 
boarded a train to the city of Xian.

 While in Xian, the group had the 
opportunity to visit Yangling, the area 
where Chinese agriculture began. 
Xian, the capital city of Shanxi 
province is one of the oldest settled 
regions of China and also home to  
the 2,180-year-old Terracotta Warrior 
Army of more than 800 soldiers.

 On January 12 the group  
of State Officers traveled to Suxhou,  
by plane, where they toured a goose 
farm, tea farm, dairy farm and silk 
institute. They also had some time  
to enjoy sightseeing and a Chinese  
Acrobats show! 

 On January 15 it was finally time  
to board a plane back to the United 
States! Each officer packed up their 
new Chinese Agricultural knowledge 
and said goodbye to the industrial 
country of China. The experiences  
and the friends made were absolutely 
unforgettable! Amie, Caroline, Ellen, 
Kiersten and Adam are so fortunate  
to have had this opportunity as a State 
Officer Team!

CHINA

International Leadership Seminar  
for State Officers



 

State Food Science
Superior Teams
 1. Unity – Mendon
 2. Midland
 3. Liberty
 4. Hartsburg – Emden

Superior Individuals
 1. Matthew Duesterhaus, Unity
 2. Deanne Donley, Unity
 3. Katherine Girone, Midland
 4. Katie Parker, Unity
 5. Haylie Langley,  
  Hartsburg-Emden
 6. Lauren Lewis, Unity
 7. Samantha Bolen, Carrollton

State Ag Sales
Superior Teams
 1. Midland
 2. Paxton-Buckley-Loda
 3. Geneseo
 4. Cissna Park
 5. Eldorado

State Agronomy
Superior Teams
 1. Paxton-Buckley-Loda
 2. Cissna Park
 3. Shelbyville
 4. Galva
 5. Prairie Central
 6. Central-Clifton

Superior Individuals
 1. Dallas Glazik,  
  Paxton-Buckley-Loda
 2. Seth Strom, Galva
 3. Clayton Carley, Cissna Park
 4. Devin Hammer, Beecher City
 5. Kaylee Agney, Shelbyville
 6. Matthew Johnson, Galva
 7. Matthew Snyder, Central-Clifton
 8. Allie Donnelly,  
  Paxton-Buckley-Loda
 9. Jacob Sappington, Cumberland
 10. Anna Freyfogle, Urbana

State Dairy Foods
Superior Teams
 1. Prairie Central
 2. Seneca
 3. Paxton-Buckley-Loda
 4. Midland 
 5. Rochelle 
 6. Indian Creek

Superior Individuals
 1. Timothy Hartman,  
  Prairie Central
 2. Naomi Knapp, Prairie Central
 3. Thane Zehr, Prairie Central
 4. Monica Jarboe,  
  Paxton-Buckely-Loda
 5. Kaelyn Williams, Seneca
 6. Rachel Cisco, Seneca
 7. Steven Beisswenger, Seneca
 8. Heather Goetten, Jerseyville
 9. Abram Zehr, Prairie Central
 10. Stephanie Crook, Midland

State CDE Results
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Who’s Got Talent?
While driving down the road in the E-Car it always seems to 
be a battle when it comes to the volume of the radio. This is 
most likely due to Adam’s different renditions of his favorite 
Kelly Pickler and Taylor Swift songs. The four of us girls 
constantly turn the radio a bit louder with each off note that 
comes out of Adam’s mouth.

Now, as the 82nd State FFA Convention quickly approaches 
Adam is beginning to have thoughts of applying for State FFA 
Talent. We need YOUR help if you can sing, dance, play an 
instrument, tell jokes, or have any sort of talent that FFA 
members would enjoy. You can perform as a solo or group 
ensemble – whatever is most comfortable for you. Simply 
send a sample of your performance along with an application. 
You could be selected to perform during a meal function, the 
FFA Talent Showcase or even on stage during a session. 

Please help us keep Adam from destructing your ears with his 
Miranda Lambert singing renditions. Your talent is the key to 
building our convention!

Deadlines, Events and Announcements

DEADLINES
Heritage and Cooperative Activities Due to Section President – March 15, 2010

National Chapter Award Application Due to Section President – April 15, 2010

Century Challenge Award Application Due to State Office – May 1, 2010

Outstanding Section president Application Due to State Office – May 1, 2010

Outstanding Chapter and Section Reporter Applications Due to State Office – May 1, 2010

Outstanding Chapter president Award Application Due to State Office – May 1, 2010

State Band and Chorus Applications Due to State Office – May 1, 2010

Agri-Science Student Award Application Due to FFA Center – May 1, 2010

Agri-Entrepreneurship Award Application Due to FFA Center – May 1, 2010 

Attention: All Band and Chorus Members
If you are a band or chorus member at your local high school, then the Illinois FFA Band and Chorus is for you! The 
members of the State FFA Band and Chorus perform on stage at State Convention and have a blast meeting other 
members from across the state. How can you get involved? All you have to do is send in an application. Throughout 
convention, the groups will meet, practice and then perform in front of over 3,000 FFA members and guests!

10top
Top 10 Reasons to attend  
the 82nd State FFA Convention 
 10. Participate in exciting workshops!
 9. Rub Lincoln’s nose!
 8.  Splash around at Knight’s Action Park!
 7.  Meet a National FFA Officer!
 6.  Get your groove on at the FFA dance!
 5.  Elect your 2010-2011 State FFA Officer Team!
 4.  Get free stuff at the career show!
 3.  Listen to entertaining and motivational speakers!
 2.  Meet other awesome FFA members from  
  all over the state!
 1.  Have the time of your life while attending  
  the 82nd Illinois State FFA Convention!
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Deadlines, Events and Announcements
Continued

Thank You to Our “Crew”
Our team doesn’t just end with the five of us. There are actually 
five more wonderful ladies who are always there to help the 
officers. Whether they are keeping the officers up-to-date on 
schedules, sending out mailings, making phone calls or helping put 
together materials for workshops, the work they do is very 
important to the Illinois FFA. 

Amie, Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten and Adam truly appreciate all  
the work they do throughout the year for this organization. The 
officers would like to thank them for their countless hours at the 
office, teaching us how to use the office machines and making our 
state officer year a little less stressful. Thank you so much for 
continuous help and support throughout the year; we appreciate  
it more than you will ever know!

Back Row, Left to Right :

Jan Jansen 
 Office Assistant

Lori Nelson 
 Receptionist/Office Assistant

Michelle McCafferty 
 Membership Coordinator/ 
 Foundation Assistant 

Front Row, Left to Right:

Mary Church 
 Bookkeeper

Tammy Yard 
 Alumni Secretary

SpECIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT

Correction to National 
Convention results:  
After the deadline for  
last month’s magazine  
the results from the  

National Meats Evaluation 
CDE were changed. 

Congratulations to the  
Prairie Central FFA Chapter 

for receiving 5th place  
in the National CDE!
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 File folders, colorful paper clips, 
a purple calculator, a signed Rosie 
the Riveter poster, a John Deere 
tractor, Dove chocolates, pork 
producer magnets, a nerf 
basketball hoop and countless 
pictures. These are just a few  

items that may be found  
in my cubicle at the FFA 
center. Although each of these 
items describes a part of me,  
I believe it’s the pictures that 
really tell the story of who  
I am.

 Each day when I’m at the 
FFA Center, the first picture  
I see is our state officer team 
as we stood together for the 
first time at State FFA 
Convention, last June. The 
smiles on our faces describe 
more than words can tell. 
Through the joys and 
challenges of each day,  
I am reminded that teamwork  
and service are the ultimate 
success and the reason that  
I am here.

 The next picture I see is of our 
family grain and livestock farm. 
It takes me back to all of the 
lessons I’ve learned while 
growing up. Whether my dad 
and I were loading pigs, hauling 
manure, riding on the combine, 

grinding feed or plowing snow,  
I was always trying to keep up  
and follow in his huge footsteps.  
I tagged along right beside him  
in my matching rubber boots  
and Carharts. During our time 
together he taught me so much 
about the importance of hard 
work, dedication, generosity  
and integrity.

 One picture that really brings  
a smile to my face is a cartoon 
drawing of a John Deere combine 
and two stick people waving. This 
was part of a care package my 
mom sent to me at the office 
during harvest. Harvest is, by far, 
my favorite time of year. She knew 
that I couldn’t wait to get home  
on a weekend to help in the field. 
Throughout my life, my mom has 
always been there to support me. 
Whether it was swim team, an 
early morning hunter/jumper 
horse show or FFA, she was always 
right there to cheer me on and to 
make sure I never gave up. 

 Although my brother and  
I don’t always see eye to eye on 
everything, I do know that he’ll 
always be there for me to lean on. 
The pictures of us riding jet skis, 
holding a big fish, and snow skiing 
remind me of our family vacations 
and of all the memories that we 
share together.

 All of these pictures, along with 
others of my friends and role 
models, remind me of how 
fortunate I am to have such 
wonderful people in my life.  
I know that without my friends, 
family and teammates I wouldn’t 
be half the person that I am. 

 FFA members, who is 
represented in YOUR pictures? 
Who are YOU a role model to? 
Who are YOUR role models? 
What inspires YOU?

 Take the time, today, to thank 
those who you appreciate and 
those who shape you into the 
person you are becoming.

Meet Your 2009-2010  
State FFA Reporter: Ellen Reeder 
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 We have drafted the blueprint and begun to 
construct “Leaders of Tomorrow”. It is time to 
grab your toolbox and relocate to our newest 
construction site, the Prairie Capital 
Convention Center in Springfield for the grand 
opening of our final project. The 82nd Illinois 
Association FFA State Convention will be  
June 8-10, 2010. For three days, Springfield  
will be invaded by 3,000 blue corduroy jackets.
 Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten, Adam and I have 
been building the 82nd Illinois Association FFA 
State Convention. We are excited to reveal the 
different features you can enjoy. Whether it’s a 
Keynote Speaker, FFA talent, your chapter being 
recognized, listening to your Central Region Vice 
President Chase Rose present a keynote address, 
FFA Band and Chorus, or listening to the  
2009-2010 State FFA Officers present their retiring addresses, you can bet all six sessions  
will hold something for everyone. Remember to check out the Career Fair and workshops held 
downstairs at the Prairie Capitol Convention Center. If you are tired of being inside, join us 
for the Day of Service and show others how FFA members live out the motto. 
 While in Springfield be sure to stop and see some of the historical sites and neat 
restaurants. This year we have decided to make sure you are getting out of your hotels and 
seeing what the capitol city has to offer. Every construction site is not complete without 
construction workers and cones. That is why we have decided to place construction people 
around the city of Springfield. They will be decked out in some sort of FFA attire waiting  
to be brought back to the Prairie Capitol Convention Center. More information on the 
construction scavenger hunt will be coming soon!
 Pack your equipment and head out to the construction site because the 82nd Illinois 
Association FFA State Convention is the time to let the blue jackets shine!

Yours in Blue and Gold,
Amie Burke, President  
Illinois Association FFA 
2009-2010

Call to Convention
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Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting (Dec. 5-7)  
The five Major State Officers traveled to Chicago, Illinois to attend the Illinois 
Farm Bureau Annual Meeting. The 
officers served as the flag bearers during 
the opening session and Amie delivered a 
speech about the importance of 
patriotism in agriculture. Throughout the 
meeting, the officers heard from keynote 
speakers, watched the Young Leader’s 
discussion meet, listened in on awards 
ceremonies and attended the VIP 
luncheon. While in Chicago the officers 
had time to enjoy eating at the 
Cheesecake factory and finished up some 
Christmas shopping; much to Adam’s 
delight! Thank you, President Nelson and 
Mrs. Dale Anderson for a great few days  
at the Illinois Farm Bureau  
Annual Meeting.

State Agronomy and Dairy Food CDE (Dec. 12)  
Amie, Ellen, Kiersten and Adam headed to Urbana to the University  
of Illinois for the State Agronomy and Dairy Foods CDEs on  
December 12. At the CDE, they helped with registration and coordinated 
a collection of care packages for our troops overseas. During the CDE,  
the majors were able to see FFA members in action as they judged the 
various crops, soils, weeds, milk samples, cheeses and everything else 
associated with each of the two Career Development Events. After the 
contest, the state officers were able to visit with the FFA members, which 
is always a highlight of each trip!

December State Officer Meeting (Dec. 18-19) – The five Major 
State Officers, 25 Section Presidents, and three State Staff met in 
Springfield, Illinois on December 18 and 19 to hold their December State 

Officer Meeting. During this meeting, the officers were pleased to participate in round-table discussions with the Illinois 
Pork Producers. Janell Baum also presented a workshop about the “Life of a State Officer” while Bryan Schullian presented  
a “Personal Tune Up” workshop. The speakers were very 
informative and interactive! After the meeting concluded the 
State Officer Team gathered for a Christmas Party where  
a good time was had by all!

International Leadership Seminar for State Officers 
(Jan. 3-15) – Amie, Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten and Adam packed 
their suitcases and boarded a plane to China on January 3 for an 
unforgettable experience! The amazing opportunity included 
visits to Beijing, Xian, Suzhou and Shanghia. For highlights of 
this trip, be sure to check out our blogs at www.illinoisffa.org. 
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A note from Levy Randolph, 
national ffA President

Hey ya’ll it’s Levy here! Life has been a wonderful 
blessing these last few months with National Office. 
We have been constantly going through trainings and 
experiences in order to prepare for our year of 
service. Our team has been really taking advantage  
of the opportunities we have had to mold ourselves 
together so that we can better serve the organization. 
My wonderful teammates are Bethany Bohnenblust 
(Kansas – Secretary), Chase Rose (Montana – 
Central Region V.P.), Randa Braune (Texas – Western 
Region V.P.), Alex Henry (Michigan – Eastern Region 
V.P.) and Chelsea Doss (Tennessee – Southern  
Region V.P.).  

From the moment they whisked us off stage in 
October till now, the experiences and lessons have 
not stopped, and I am truly bless to be able to have 
this opportunity, which in turn is because of all of 

you back home in California. In December we had 
three weeks of training before we headed home for 
Christmas Break. During these three weeks, we met 
with every division of National FFA Staff, developed 
workshops and keynotes for our chapter visits, met 
with some industry leaders, and actually had the 
chance to do some of our first chapter visits at 
Lebanon and Shenandoah High Schools here in 
Indiana! We then had a couple of days to head home 
before our team along with 51 state representatives 
had the opportunity of a lifetime to be in the 
Rosebowl Parade and attend the Rosebowl Game 
afterwards. California was represented well by your 
State President Ms. Adrienne Bradley and it was great 
to catch up with her and hear about what has been 
happening in the big CA! One of the most memorable 
moments from that trip was a dance off between the 
Boy Scouts and FFA! 

Our Team with Nessie Early, 2008-2009 
National FFA Secretary on our last day of 
December training!

Me and Adrienne Bradley, 2009-2010 California  
FFA State President, showing off our California spirit 
after just riding/walking for 5 ½ miles in the  
Rose Bowl Parade! 
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Note from Levy, Continued

After the parade we flew back to Indiana to do some 
last minute preparations before we headed to 
Tennessee for experience state! The week of 
experience state was one crazy week! What we do in 
experience state is basically go through everything we 
are expected to do and go through in our year as a 
National Officer but all in one week! So every day we 
visited about four to five high schools where we did 
our workshops and keynotes. We had lunches with 
administrators and supporters of the program where 
we would give greetings and send offs. Our team met 
with the Department of Agriculture, Farm Bureau, 
folks from the Department of Education and even 
with the Governor of Tennessee. We put on a daylong 
conference for the Regional and State Officers and 
traveled with the state staff all week! Lastly, we also 
visited with some partners of FFA! Tennessee was a 
wonderful state to be hosted in!

This week we are heading to Washington D.C., our 
nation’s capitol for a wonderful week of board 
meetings and touring the town as well. Afterwards 
we are heading to Japan for a two-week tour and then 
we return to the US as we move closer towards 
kicking off State Convention season. All in all, this 
has been such a wonderful experience getting to learn 
about each of my teammates’ state associations, 
National FFA, and then also share with my 
teammates why California has such a special place in 
my heart and everything that ya’ll have done to help 
me be here, so that I can continue to serve all of the 
members in FFA. I am so blessed to be here and I 
can’t wait to see all of you again at State Conference 
in April! It will be such a good feeling to come back 
home and see how California FFA is continuing to 
Lead Out Loud!

Our team stopped to pose for a picture at the Rose Bowl 
Game! Go Ducks! Even though Ohio won, I still have to 
support the PAC-10. (From left to right) Chelsea Doss, 
Chase Rose, Levy Randolph, Bethany Bohnenblust,  
Alex Henry and Randa Braune.

Alex, Randa and I were pulled aside to do an interview 
with a local radio station in Warren County, TN during 
experience state!
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State officers on the Go

 “Don’t Count the Days, Make the Days Count” – 
Muhammad Ali. This is the quote that the State Officer 
Team will be following for the months to come. Since 
April, our year of service has allowed us to travel all the 
way down to the Imperial Chapter, all the way up to the 
Surprise Valley Chapter, and everywhere in between 
while always creating lasting bonds and learning about 
California’s vital role in agriculture. Throughout our year 
of service we have always kept in mind our three goals of 
Advocating the agriculture industry, Initiate change in 
the association and in the industry, and to Motivate you, 
the members, to become more involved.

 To this day we have visited and had a blast at over 100 
chapters across California. Each of us have met new 
people and created lifelong bonds across the state.  
We have seen and experienced amazing things at each 
chapter and thank all of the hosting chapters for all of the 
incredible memories. With a few chapter visits left in our 
state officer year we look forward to seeing the final 
results of our goal of Motivating members take effect in 
the California FFA Members.

 The next big events in our year that we have been 
planning are the Advanced Leadership Academy and the 
Made for Excellence Conferences and these will help us to 
put the finishing touches on our goals of Advocating the 
industry and Initiating change. With a lot of preparation 
and some work with our two awesome coaches we are 
excited and ready to meet new people and “Know 
Ourselves, Grow Ourselves and Act for Ourselves” in 
Made for Excellence; and learn all about the steps of the 
Problem Solving Process in Advanced Leadership 
Academy. These conferences are truly a blast and we all 
have a lot of fun while learning how to develop ourselves 
as leaders in not only the FFA, but also in our 
communities and the agriculture industry. 

 As our year of service nears its end, we all look forward 
to the last big event of the year. On April 17-20 the biggest 
FFA gathering in California will take place in Fresno. 
What is this event you ask? Well the over 4,000 FFA 
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State officers on the Go
 Continued

members who attended last year can tell you that this 
event is the California State FFA Leadership Conference 
– four days of fun, excitement, leadership and of course 
FFA members. Visiting from National FFA we have your 
National FFA President, Levy Randolph, a California 
native, and your National FFA Secretary, Bethany 
Bohnenblust making sure State Conference will be a 
blast. With a conference theme of “Your Legacy Awaits” 
FFA members from all over the state of California will be 
able to determine what their own legacy is while learning 
how to leave their mark in their community. In addition 
to our two visiting National Officers, we also have 
amazing speakers ready to deliver their messages to the 
State of California and we are excited to hear a mix of 
humor with motivation. Of course at State Conference we 
will also be accomplishing the fun side of business, with 
many state officer candidates we will hear enthusiastic 
speeches and see a new era of individuals leave their 
legacy upon the California FFA. Also, delegates from all 
over California will meet and discuss important issues in 
California while voting to make crucial decisions for 
California’s future. We all look forward to experiencing 
the legacy of California FFA at State FFA Leadership 
Conference and we hope everyone will sign up to attend 
the conference as we are looking for record membership 
this year.

 In our last few months we hope to continue meeting 
California FFA members, accomplishing our A.I.M. goals, 
and we will always keep in mind our theme of A.I.M. to 
Impact and Leave a Legacy. California FFA, keep being 
the leaders you are and always keep in mind our 
communities and the agriculture industry each and every 
day. We thank you for everything and for letting us have 
many memories throughout our year of service.

 Sincerely,

 Adrienne, Sam, Mikaela, Jordan, Kaylyn and Tatiana
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outstanding Chapter: 
Buena Park ffA

The community of Buena Park 
is home to the 

“Entertainment Zone” with such 
exciting attractions as Knott’s 
Berry Farm, Medieval Times, 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!, and the 
Pirates Dinner Adventure. Buena 
Park High School is located on the 
farthest north east corner of 
Buena Park; across the street is the 
city of Fullerton. If you looked 
around my surrounding 
community you would not witness 
any form of agriculture for miles. 
Although North Orange County 
(Buena Park) was once covered in 
orange groves, we are lucky to still 
see a few backyard farming 
operations and some horse 
communities. Despite this, the 
agriculture programs in this 

district continue to thrive, 
supported by school site and 
district administration, parents 
and community members.  
Buena Park is a high school of 
approximately 2,000 students  
of which 162 are enrolled in 
agriculture classes.

 Over the last three years the 
Buena Park agriculture program 
has undergone a complete 
transformation. We began with no 
facilities to work animals, three-
and-a-half acres of unused, weed 
infested farm land, a poultry and 
rabbit barn that was being used  
for trash disposal, no landscaping 
and very minimal student 
opportunities in regards to 
Supervised Agriculture 

Experiences (SAEs), leadership  
or academics. The facility is four-
and-a-half acres and includes a 
barn with cement flooring and a 
roof for all large livestock projects. 
There are enough pens to house 
approximately 100 market 
animals. The students and I have 
put in three show and exercise 
arenas for steers, sheep/goats and 
pigs, six pens on dirt with weather 
coverings for any animals showing 
signs of stiffness from being on 
cement, and new shade cloth 
throughout the areas of the barn 
with no roof. We planted 350 fruit 
trees (avocado, stone, citrus and 
deciduous) all on micro-sprinkler 
irrigation. Our garden plot area 
now has raised beds with a new 
sprinkler irrigation system. Lastly, 

Juniors and seniors in our Ag Economics class. Every month we take pictures 

of our students excelling in the three areas: FFA, Academics and SAEs. We 

recognize them by posting their pictures up on a Success wall in the classroom.

Vegetable judging team and BIG team participating at the San 
Diego Section Field Day. Freshman Frank Rodriguez received a high 
Individual award in the BIG contest.

Fullerton Joint Union High School District – Greenhand Conference
Students learned about California agriculture, got to make ice cream from scratch, 
participated in judging contests and tour our local agricultural university, Cal Poly Pomona.



 

F • CALIFORNIA FFA 

 

CALIFORNIA FFA • G

outstanding Chapter 
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the poultry and rabbit facility has 
been refurbished inside and out 
and now houses 200 laying hens. 

 For beautification and program-
pride a community member 
helped us landscape our front lawn 
areas. In addition we put in a six-
foot waterfall and a sign to 
advertise the agriculture program 
to the community. The Buena 
Park High School agriculture 
program has greatly improved its 
academic rigor. Three years ago it 
was solely an elective program.  
At this time students can take Ag 
Earth Science, Ag Biology, Ag 
Economics, Veterinary Science, 
Ornamental Horticulture (OH), 
and The Art and History of Floral 
Design. The program has 

transitioned into a highly 
productive, comprehensive 
agriculture program ensuring that 
every student maintains an SAE, 
experiences leadership 
opportunities and excels at 
academics. Today’s facility looks 
drastically improved; students and 
community members are buying 
into the program and our numbers 
continue to grow.

 At Buena Park there is a wide 
range of SAEs including: poultry, 
swine, beef, sheep, small animal, 
and fruit production as well as 
agriculture education, agriculture 
services, turf grass management, 
landscape and farm improvement. 
At any given time I have at least 
five students employed with pet 

stores and on internships at local 
veterinary clinics for work-based 
learning opportunities. In 
addition, we work closely with 
California Polytechnic University, 
Pomona to do cooperative 
education with all students 
involved in our Horticulture 
Pathway. Our program offers a 
multitude of SAE opportunities 
right on our school farm. In 2009 
we added a student-run farm store 
(selling all items produced on the 
farm), created a recruitment DVD 
through agriculture 
communications and education, 
and created a floral sales business 
on our campus.

(continued on next page)

“Hands on” Putting 
science to work – 

students in Ag earth 
science are making  

a volcano.

Made for Excellence and Advanced Leadership Academy 

Conference Participants.

Officer Team  

2009-2010.

Esteban Ramos and Alexis Flores “Learn by Doing” using a microscope  
to get a better look at onion cells in Agriculture Biology.
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 At the Buena Park FFA chapter “let’s try 
everything” is the student motto. Students are 
actively involved as FFA student leaders while they 
participate in sports, other campus clubs and even 
the Associated Student Body (ASB) campus student 
government organization. Our chapter participates in 
speaking contests such as Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies, Creed, Extemp, Prepared, and Job 
Interview and parliamentary procedure team. Our 
chapter officers pride themselves on motivating 
members to get involved, and success is eminent in 
the large numbers we take to all leadership 
conferences from section to state. Student success 
throughout the FFA organization has reached an all-
time high during the last three years with two state 

proficiency finalists, one state scholarship finalist, a 
fifth-place Ag Sales Team at state finals, a state choir 
singer, a state conference committee chair, a region 
finalist in extemporaneous and creed speaking, 
regional officer candidates, and 23 State Degrees.

 Our success over the last three years and as we 
look into the future is due in large part to our school 
and district administration, our community 
members, parents, and the students. The students got 
excited about the vision of a successful Buena Park 
High School Agriculture Program and everyone 
joined in to help make it possible! We are thankful 
and honored for our 2009 award recognition and we 
are looking forward to continued student success 
through academics, SAEs and Leadership.  

Applying Skills – Karina Gomez is preparing a slide of an elodea leaf.

Adeliya Granillo – 

Preparing carnation wraps 

to sell at lunch to BPHS 

students. Adeliya developed 

a project in Floriculture for 

her SAE. She sells wraps at 

lunch and prepares bud 

vases to teachers weekly.

Ornamental Horticulture – 
A class offered to give 

students career options in 
horticulture and hands-on 

experience to gain valuable 
horticulture skills. Edilena 

Reyes is transplanting plugs 
from trays to pots.

Laura Villegas – Here is Laura with two 

market calves, Milo and Logan. She is 

exercising them in preparation for the  

Los Angeles County Fair.
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CHAPTER SCooPS!
Do you have a Chapter Scoop to share?

Send in your Chapter Scoop today! Ask your Chapter Officer Team or advisor to send in a print quality photo 
along with 100-150 words describing your chapter’s latest news to Mindy Burris at caffainsert@yahoo.com.

CA ffA new Horizons Due Dates:

 August 2010 – due by April 20, 2010

 October 2010 – due by June 25, 2010

PRIZE! PRIZE! PRIZE! 
 Tell us your best overnight judging team story and the winner will be 
announced in the next issue and you will recieve a prize! Please send all 
entries to CAFFA@yahoo.com

Merced College Hosts CoLC

On September 15, 2009 Merced College Agricultural Ambassadors, in Merced, California, hosted the 
COLC for the Merced/Mariposa Section. There were 11 Chapters that came and had a good time as the 

Agricultural Ambassadors put on different workshops to develop 
leadership and social skills. The workshops were named as 
follows: FFA Survivor, Six Degrees of FFA, Can You Trust a 
Vampire, Glory Road and Be Aggie Strong. These workshops 
were filled with many creative Ag. Ambassadors encouraging and 
leading FFA Members of this section to be a great leaders and to 
express that in meetings. Overall the COLC was a success and it 
helped the FFA officers learn to work as a team. Great job 
Merced College Agricultural Ambassadors!

Announcements
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Turlock ffA Chapter 
Written by Athina Correia, Chapter Reporter

This year the Turlock FFA Chapter kicked off their annual canned food drive differently. Members in the chapter met at the 
high school and raced around the surrounding neighborhoods of Turlock High School with a twist of Halloween. The FFA 

members trick-or-treated for any canned or boxed foods or anything to help the 
cause; one resident offered $10 in cash to help the benefit. Teams of seven to 
eight components competed with shopping carts, wheel barrels, bags and wagons; 
and not one team came back without a full load. The Turlock FFA collected 1,100 
canned foods and donated them to the Salvation Army. The Turlock FFA would 
like to thank everybody who helped and supported the canned food drive and 
hope to see the same turn out next year.

Turlock FFA Chapter Officers (left-right) Reporter: Athina Correia; Secretary: 
Natalie Dykzeul; Treasurer: Allie Agresti-Assali; Sentinal: Dana Worsham; 
President: Dominic Agresti-Assali; Vice-President: Natasha Anderson 

Jurupa Valley ffA Chapter

For the past two weeks the Jurupa Valley High School FFA chapter in conjunction with ASB has been collecting stuffed 
animals from students to be sent to our troops overseas. We are working through a group called A Touch of Home run by 
Bill and Diane Boon of Crestline – (909) 338-0876. The stuffed animals are given to our troops so they can give them to the 
children of that country (Iraq/Afghanistan) as a goodwill gesture. They are so cherished by the children that many times 
they will give the soldiers information that has saved lives. Touch of Home has pictures of a little Iraqi girl who was able to 
save a convoy from an improvised explosive device (IED) by waving frantically at the convoy commander who was able to 
stop before they contacted the IED. She said she did not want to see the commander hurt because he had given her a stuffed 

Chapter Scoops
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animal recently. What a wonderful story. JVHS students have risen to the challenge and have donated over 1,000 of their 
stuffed animals for this cause. Some students have brought in multiple animals. We would be grateful for any publicity that 
you might give this worthy cause. Feel free to contact Bill and Diane Boon if you would like more information about what 
their organization does.  

nipomo ffA Chapter 
Written by Tyler Menane, 
Chapter Reporter

October 18, 2009 was the Santa 
Barbara Section FFA Best Informed 
Greenhand test. Schools from Arroyo 
Grande to Santa Ynez came to Nipomo 
High School to take part in the contest, 
have fun and make new friends. The 
Best Informed Greenhand Contest, also 
known as the B.I.G. Test, is open to all 
freshmen in high school who are FFA 
members. On the sectional level the 
test is 50 questions and 100 questions 
on the state level. Nipomo High School 
FFA members had a very successful 
night. For individual scores Jason 
Werner placed fourth, Diana 
Krichevsky placed third and McKenna 
Murray received the blue ribbon. The 
Silver team, which included McKenna 
Murray, Diana Krichevsky, Kendal 
Mickey, Riley Nilsen and Jason Werner, 
took home the first place plaque. The 
Cardinal team, which included McKenna Rose, Kiana Worth, Shannon Thompson, Jenna Goodchild and Roman Flores did 
a great job too. All members of the Nipomo FFA Chapter who helped make the contest run smoothly did a wonderful job. 
The 10 freshmen who participated in the contest did a fantastic job at representing the Nipomo FFA Chapter and its 
members to over six schools in attendance. Please congratulate all of the people mentioned above for their hard work and 
dedication. Their success is just a glimpse of what lies in their future in the FFA Organization. 

Los Molinos ffA Chapter

For the past 55 the years Los Molinos 
FFA has been the best kept secret in the 
Superior Region … but it’s time our 
secret is out! This small town that you 
could miss in the blink of an eye has put 
a big twist on the traditional operations 
of an FFA Chapter. In a school of 200 
students, an average of 70 members 
flood the AG Department for monthly 
meetings. Not many chapters will 
challenge their rival schools to a muddy 
duel or have a giant taco bus roll up to their meeting every September. Whether it’s 
dozens of students on hands and knees lining the football field for the March meeting 
Cricket Catch, playing “ninja” in the pig barn, or shedding their corduroy for a quick 
log bucking session, “Los Mo” FFA isn’t your same old meat and potatoes. Now that 
the cat’s out of the bag, visit us on our new web page for more of our best kept secrets! 

Chapter Scoops
 Continued
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Chapter Scoops
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Templeton ffA Chapter

Templeton FFA had their annual Enchilada Sale 
fundraiser. On Saturday November 14 students  
gathered to make the enchiladas. Templeton FFA sold  
996 enchiladas. There were two lines, one producing  
beef enchiladas and the other making cheese enchiladas. 
Everybody stepped up to the plate to help make the 
enchiladas. In three hours we were finished and cleaning 
up. Everybody had a great time and had a good work 
ethic. The enchiladas were very tasty, and Templeton FFA 
instills upon its members the good values of hard work 
and salesmanship. Templeton FFA would like to thank  
all of you who bought enchiladas.  

Galt ffA Chapter 
Written by Hannah Garrett

On May 29, 2009, the Galt FFA, along with the We Garden 
organization and the First Lady of California, planted an edible 
garden at the California State Capitol. The planting of the garden was 
to show the community the importance of agriculture. The hope was 
to inspire schools to plant their own gardens and for the students to 
learn how to tend and keep a garden alive, while instilling in them 
that agriculture is key in our world. Two months later in July, the 
Galt FFA returned to the Capitol to help harvest the vegetables and 
herbs. The amount picked was surprising considering the small size of the garden but the impact was great. After all that 
could be was harvested, the Galt FFA donated the crops to the organization, Loaves and Fishes, to help the less fortunate in 
the community.

 
Wasco ffA Chapter

Once a year as an art of our agriculture literacy program, 
the Wasco FFA holds “Farm Tours” for local students in 
kindergarten through third grade. Farm Tours is an event 
that Wasco High students hold at our school agriculture 
farm laboratory for the younger children. We break the tour 
into two main areas; plant science and animal science.  
During the presentation, the future agriculturalists learn 
about trees, pumpkins, tractors and roses. They also get to 
spend time with goats, rabbits, pigs, cattle, sheep and 
poultry. We also try to take a little extra time and teach 
them about the value of water in agriculture. In a time when 
the economy is tougher, it is even more important to paint a 
picture of the value of agriculture. People always need to 
understand that California agriculture produces the highest 
quality, most nutritious food that is very inexpensive for our 
communities. It is important to create a positive image of 

agriculture for the children and help them learn where their place could be 
in our most important industry. And what a better time to start helping 
our youth have a better understanding of what agriculture is and how it 
affects their life than when they are young? We would encourage other 
chapters to take part, and together we can continue to paint a brilliant 
picture of California agriculture. 
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foothill ffA Chapter 
Written by Hilario Barriga, Chapter Reporter

On December 8 2009, the Foothill FFA had its Christmas meeting in the 
Lecture Center. After business was finished we went to one of the agriculture 
classrooms where members sat down and wrote thank you cards that were sent to 
hospitalized veterans through the D.E.F.T Program. The D.E.F.T. program stands for  
Don’t Ever Forget Them. On Christmas there are many hospitalized veterans who don’t 
see or hear from their families. The members in our chapter wrote letters to these veterans 
to show our appreciation for putting their life on the line for us. Edward Yañez, our chapter Vice President said, “I believe 
that activity is a great opportunity for our students in the Foothill FFA to show our appreciation toward the veterans who 
have done so much for us.”  

Placer ffA Chapter 
Written by Sarah Gooder, Chapter Reporter

One of the most exciting community service activities Placer FFA 
participates in is the Mountain Mandarin Festival! For an entire 
weekend in late November, we call ourselves “Mandarin Sitters.” 
Basically, our chapter sets up a stand at the festival where we are 
able to hold the boxes of mandarins for the public while they are 
shopping. Once they are ready to leave, we happily carry the 
mandarins to their car. Our service is completely free of charge, 
however the generous tips help turn this event into an awesome 
fundraiser for our chapter! This also allows us to talk to the public 
about FFA and answer any questions they might have! 

Johansen ffA Chapter

 On November 16, 2009, Johansen FFA had an outstanding 
number of Greenhand and Chapter degree recipients. There were  
72 Greenhands ready and eager to receive their bronze award of the 
Greenhand pin. After the Greenhands had their moment to shine, they 
got to watch the FFA members who received the chapter degree.  
Twenty-one members were excited and ready for the ceremony to 
begin. As they were walked through the ceremony they each were 
happy to receive the degree they were waiting to get since last year.  
We are very proud of our Greenhands and Chapter Farmers who took 
the extra step to achieve getting a significant award for their efforts. 
We all hope they will continue striving to attain the State Farmer 
Degree. Not only do we have 72 Greenhands and 21 chapter farmers 
ecstatic about their degrees, we also have nine members working 
toward their State Farmer Degree. These nine juniors and seniors will 
receive their State Farmer Degree at the Central Region State Degree 
Ceremony on March 18 in Merced. These members have anticipated 
this day since they received their Greenhand pin in November of their 
freshman year. We are very proud of these members as well, who took 
the extra time and effort to achieve the degree awarded to them by the 
state. We hope that these nine will continue being active in FFA, work 
hard and give a 110% effort to earn the American Degree. This is a 
busy time for Johansen FFA as they will be hosting an Ag Awareness 
day at their farm during FFA week. Nine members are studying and 
working hard on the Poultry team, four BIG members, five floriculture 
team members and a creed speaker. In February we will be conducting 
recruitment and holding our Annual Tri-Tip Dinner, auction and 
petting zoo. In April we will be hosting a Petting Zoo at El Vista 
Elementary School.
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Chapter Scoops
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Sunny Hills ffA Chapter 
Written by Alex Johnson, Chapter President

For many of us, Christmas is a time of receiving. However, Christmas 
should also be a time for remembering how lucky we are to be so blessed. 
The Sunny Hills FFA made this holiday season a time for giving by 
participating in the Samaritan’s Purse: Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Drive. Members were asked to fill a shoebox with small toys, 
school supplies and hygiene items to be sent to a third-world country. 
Boxes are distributed to less fortunate children in hopes to bring them 
some holiday cheer. In the spirit of giving, members realized the 
importance of helping others by reaching their goal of donating 150 
boxes. Although they will never know the children they helped, those they 
touched will not soon forget their kindness. 

 
 
Los Banos ffA Chapter 
Written by Jaime Brown, 
Chapter Reporter

Los Banos FFA members love to serve others. Our chapter focuses on events that 
are for a good cause. In October, Los Banos FFA helped serve at C.A.S.T. (Catch A 
Special Thrill) for Kids Foundation. It is a public charity that was formed in 1991. 
This foundation consists of volunteers who love to fish and are more than willing 
to spend a day with disabled and disadvantaged children for a day of fishing in the 
outdoors. There are more than 51 C.A.S.T for kid’s events around the nation. “The 

C.A.S.T. for Kids Foundation aims for presence across the nation allowing children everywhere and of any means an 
opportunity to learn how to fish.” While the children and volunteer fishers are out on the water, Los Banos FFA members 
are hard at work barbecuing for those involved in the event. This event is a great opportunity for Los Banos FFA members 
to serve for a good cause and watch the children have a day they will never forget!   

 
San Luis obispo ffA Chapter Scoop 
Written by Jessie Poletti, Chapter Reporter

In December 2009, the San Luis Obispo FFA chapter participated in a new community service 
project. The project, Adopt a Soldier, was created in order to show support to soldiers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Miniature Christmas trees decorated with paper ornaments were set up in 
each Ag. classroom during the week before Christmas. Each paper ornament had an item 
written on it, for example “white socks.” In order to complete the community service task,  
a student would remove an ornament and bring back the item written on it. The items collected 
were simple, everyday items like deodorant, toothpaste and Hostess cupcakes. After one week, 
all the items were put together in a care package and sent overseas. Overall it was a very easy, 
fun and successful community service project.

 
Delta ffA Chapter 
Written by Selina Landberg, Chapter Reporter

The Sectional Officer Leadership Summit (SOLS) is a leadership conference conducted by the regional officers of the 
Central Region FFA. This SOLS brings all of the sectional officers of the Central Region together to discuss the planning of 
the Central Region Chapter Officer Leadership Conference. During SOLS all of the sectional officers learn about leadership 
skills, develop skits that will be performed at the Chapter Officer Leadership Conference, participate in team building 
activities, and work on public speaking skills. The current state officer and Jean Landeen, Central Region FFA Advisor, 
provided encouragement and support during group and break-out activity. Delta High School, which is located on the 
beautiful Sacramento River Delta, has hosted this event for the past three years.
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Chapter Scoops
 Continued

nipomo ffA Chapter 
Written by Tyler Menane, Chapter Reporter

On September 16, 2009, the Nipomo FFA Leadership Class came together to put on a meeting that set an example for the 
meetings throughout the year. Our first meeting of the year was a Hawaiian themed pool party. To begin the night, 
members and ASB guests joined together in Nipomo High School’s Forum to take care of the business portion of the 

meeting. The officer team talked about upcoming events and encouraged all members to reach their 
fullest potential on all levels of  FFA. The theme, “Expect Success”, was revealed to the chapter by the 
Nipomo FFA President. After that members and guests went to the pool were they enjoyed music, food 
and plenty of fun. A belly-flop contest was held and the winner received a lovely FFA Prize. All together 
the night was filled with fun, excitement and an expectation for meetings to come.

Sobrato ffA Chapter 
Written by Briana Wallash

The Sobrato FFA chapter in Morgan Hill, California has a 
knack for getting involved with the community. Ready to 
get to work, over 40 Sobrato students and parents brought 
their gloves and muscles to the local Christmas tree farm.  
Throughout the two-day period they loaded over 60 trees 
onto cars of all shapes and sizes! The most challenging were 
the Volkswagen beetles, super lifted suburbans and the 
infamous smart cars. With the motto “get err done” in 
mind, they never gave up no matter how big the tree. 
Teamwork and great communication skills helped the 
students get the trees loaded and twine tied. At the end of 
the day, the volunteers enjoyed well deserved cups of hot 
cocoa and warmed their toes by the fire. The hard work put 
in was well worth it, and all of the participants are excited 
to do it again next year! 

Valley Center ffA Chapter

The Valley Center FFA officers are up and rolling in the 
2009-2010 school year. Without strong leadership skills 
from our FFA officers, Valley Center FFA would not have 
had the chance to soar. The Valley Center FFA officers are 
constantly busy in the planning of activities for the success 
and promotion of the Future Farmers of America. From ice 
cream socials to tri-tip sales to blood drives it is a sure 
thing that the Valley Center FFA officers are hard at work.  
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Dinuba ffA Chapter 
Written by Jaqueline Montejano

It is no surprise to see students all across the state of California raising and selling an animal at their county fairs throughout 
the FFA organization. Many students worry about their skills in showmanship when it comes down to selling their animal.  
The Dinuba FFA held their Pre-Fair on August 28, 2009. This Pre-Fair was held especially to help students learn from their 
fellow upper classmates on how to compete against others and be a great competitor in showing their animal. The entire 
community was invited to attend. Students attending a nearby junior college were also invited to be our live stock judges.  
Since many of the students raising an animal were novice, it was great help and experience. The knowledge they took home 
showed very well as seven of these members placed in the top placings the day of their showmanship competition.
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