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Shelley 
Armour, 

via National 
FFA’s 

Facebook page

Go online to submit 
your FFA experiences.
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Giveaways
FFA
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WEB POLL
How does your 

chapter celebrate 

National FFA Week?

A. Community 
event

B. Chapter 
member social

C. Advertise 
in local paper

D. Schoolwide 
awareness 
activity

Go online to FFA 
Nation to participate 
in this poll.

The Buzz Online
Are you planning for National FFA Week? Brainstorm 
ideas with other FFA members in the Discussions section.

Discussions
Just wondering who went 
to National Convention 
this year, and what your 
favorite part of it was?
 � CowboyUp

Log in to FFA Nation to respond.

Log in to comment on articles and blogs

Check out our � convention page for stories, photos, videos and 

more from the 82nd National FFA Convention, held in October. 

“THANK 
YOU FOR 

HIGHLIGHTING 
SERVICE DOGS! I’M 

EXCITED TO SEE FFA 
MEMBERS PARTICIPATING 

IN THIS WONDERFUL 
PROJECT!.”

What’s New

Need a past 

issue? Click on 

� Virtual Magazine 

for current and 

archived editions.    
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Worth the Trip
Tri-Valley FFA members and FFA 

alumni recently took the trip of a lifetime 

– one that required more than 20 hours 

by plane, but all those who attended say 

it was worth it. In June 2009, more than 

20 students and adults traveled to New 

Zealand and Australia to learn about the 

countries’ agriculture and way of life. 

They petted koalas, milked cows, sheared 

sheep, rode jet boats, hiked in the jungle, 

swam in the Great Barrier Reef, rode 

gondolas, toured caves and much more.

Visit ffanewhorizons.org for more on 

this chapter’s trip. 

What do you get if you 
cross a cow with a camel?
Lumpy milkshakes!

What animal always goes 
to bed with its shoes on?
A horse!

What did the lovesick 
bull say to the cow?
‘When I fall in love it will be for heifer’!

What is a duck’s 
favorite dance?
The quackstep!

Just Joking

400,000
roses decorated the 

FFA Today on RFD-

TV float for the 

Tournament of 

Roses parade, 

held on Jan. 1.

53,473
attendees were 

present for the 

82nd National 

FFA Convention 

last October.
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FYI
YOUR TURN

Keep us informed! 

This is your chance to 

be a part of FFA New 

Horizons. Send us a 

short article about 

your latest chapter 

activities, awards 

you’ve received or 

even your involvement 

outside FFA. 

Be sure to include 

a high-quality color 

photo and your 

contact information. 

Want an easy way to 

send your story? Visit 

ffanewhorizons.org 

and click on � Tell Us. 

Or, send to: 

FFA New Horizons

P.O. Box 68960

Indianapolis, IN 46268

newhorizons@ffa.org

Learning 
From the Land

FFA members from Windsor High School 

in Colorado are learning the in’s and out’s of 

raising a crop from planting to harvest. 

Through a partnership with Agland, Inc., 

Croplan Genetics and the Thompson Valley 

Young Farmers program, the FFA members 

work on a small research farm and perform 

the daily tasks necessary to produce a 

crop. Most of the necessary items – land, 

seed, fertilizer, equipment and water – are 

obtained free or at a reduced rate. 

After harvesting and selling the crops, 

the Young Farmers group and FFA chapter 

split the costs, proving to be a good – and 

educational – fundraiser for both groups. 

Big Profits From Pies
Dexter FFA members in New Mexico have cooked up 

a new way to raise money. They sell pies at auction. 

The students ask community members to create pies, 

using a specific theme, and then auction each off to the 

highest bidder. The crowd votes on their favorite pies, 

which usually also bring the most. 

The 2009 winning creation, a blueberry pie using 

the theme Blue and Gold Traditions, sold for $4,350. This 

year’s auction raised more than $14,000 to be used for 

scholarships and support of the local chapter’s activities. 

Highway Warriors
Madison Plains FFA members in Ohio 

are doing their part to clean up the 

community. Through the state’s Adopt-

a-Highway program, the chapter has 

adopted a two-mile stretch of State Route 

38, which passes by their high school. Two 

times each year, the chapter members and 

advisors dress in neon orange vests and 

patrol their “adopted” one mile, picking 

up trash and debris. 

“We want to leave those passing by 

our campus with a positive image of our 

school grounds,” explains FFA member 

Kyle Phillips. “This is one way the local 

FFA chapter gives back to our school.” 
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82ND NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION 
takes members to great places

AwayOff and

Story by Geoffrey Miller

“C
ongratulations!” reads page one of 

my favorite Dr. Seuss book. “Today is 

your day. You’re off to great places! 

You’re off and away!”

Sure, Oh, the Places You’ll Go! offers 

comfort and lofty encouragement through 

its rhyming and reason, but setting foot 

into a new frontier is nearly always tough 

in spite of inspiration.

For some reason, this book makes me 

think of the national FFA convention.

No, the 82nd National FFA Convention held 

in October wasn’t my first trip to the blue jacket 

big stage, but in some ways, it was my last.

My walk back from the American Degree 

Ceremony inside the mammoth Lucas Oil 

Stadium through the brisk Indiana weather 

was remarkably quick. It was surreal – I 

had the golden key on my jacket chain and 

FFA’s highest honor in a frame under my arm.

The emotions came fresh and fast for 

the first time, though, as I glanced into that 

Indianapolis hotel room mirror doing 

something that I had honestly done a 

million times, give or take a few.

I was unzipping my FFA jacket for the 

final time.

I just wasn’t ready to be “off and away” 

despite Dr. Seuss’s insistence, and I’m 

willing to bet 3,297 of my national blue and 

corn gold friends and fellow American FFA 

Degree recipients weren’t ready for it, either. 

Suddenly, it was 2005 again in my mind 

and I was back in Louisville, Ky., at the 78th 

National FFA Convention. There, I saw for the 

first time how big, how grand and how BR
IA

N 
M

Cc
OR

D

MEET GEOFFREY
Indiana FFA member 

Geoffrey Miller wrote 

this personal account 

of the 82nd National 

FFA Convention while 

working as a 

convention intern. 
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Share your own convention 
experiences and emotions in the 
Discussions section of FFA Nation.



important this mission for agriculture 

education that we call FFA really was. 

Yep, I was one of those convention 

attendees constantly scanning the 

back of blue corduroy for states I’d 

yet to see.

Then, I was back around a 

campfire with the members of my 

chapter, going through the Greenhand 

initiation process for an organization 

I really didn’t know much about yet. 

Next, I was standing on stage at the 

77th Indiana FFA State Convention 

taking second place in the agricultural 

communications proficiency.

Every second, it seemed, was a 

different flashback of an incredible 

journey full of proud moments and 

instructive experiences that 

culminated on that cool Indianapolis 

morning by shaking the hand of 

2008-2009 National FFA President 

Paul Moya in front of thousands – 

but most importantly in front of my 

family, my advisors and so many of 

my closest blue-jacketed friends.

Oh, the places I’ve been. I began 

to realize two things from the day 

had a central theme: With fresh 

endings come new beginnings. 

First, I recognized that even 

though I had just worn my FFA 

member jacket for the last time, the 

future opportunities for FFA alumni 

involvement were limitless. 

Second – and likely more 

important – was an appreciation 

that for each of us receiving our 

American FFA Degrees on the final 

day of the 82nd convention, a few 

FFA members were just setting foot 

on the same incredible path we’d 

seen in FFA after attending their 

first national FFA convention.

Oh, the things they had seen. 

More than 50,000 FFA members had 

been there for one “Lead Out Loud” of 

a convention that opened with plenty 

of star power as Mike Rowe from 

Discovery Channel’s “Dirty Jobs” 

delivered a rousing, motivational 

address. Rowe affirmed what FFA 

members from every walk of life 

already know: being a hard worker 

is an invaluable asset, no matter 

what profession you choose.

The hits, you could say, kept on 

coming as country music superstar – 

and most notably a former member 

of the blue and gold himself – Toby 

Keith took to the Lucas Oil Stadium 

stage for a Wednesday night, FFA 

members-only concert in front of a 

J. 
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record 25,000 fans.

At the massive career show with 

exhibitors like John Deere, Ford 

Motor Company, Tractor Supply and 

hundreds of others, FFA members 

learned about agricultural careers 

and colleges to consider. NASCAR 

driver Ryan Newman even showed 

up at the U.S. Army display.

Still left for FFA members to 

take in were the Career Success 

Tours to nearby agriculture 

companies, national-level career 

development events and 

professional rodeos.

Finally, amid the usual general 

session atmosphere featuring the 

dynamic laser show, fun videos and 

loud music, convention attendees 

witnessed the retiring addresses of 

the 2008-2009 National FFA Officer 

team. And then, they saw the nail-

biting selection and election of the 

2009-2010 National FFA Officers – 

President Levy Randolph of 

California, Secretary Bethany 

Bohnenblust of Kansas, Eastern 

Region Vice President Alexandria 

Henry of Michigan, Central Region 

Vice President Randa Braune of 

Texas, Southern Region Vice 

President Chelsea Doss of 

Tennessee and Western Region Vice 

President Chase Rose of Montana.

At that point, realizing all of the 

remarkable experiences FFA 

members had seen during four days 

in Indianapolis, I began to feel calm.

Sure, thousands of us in 

Saturday morning’s American 

Degree Ceremony were “off and away” 

from our time in the blue jacket. 

But for so many more FFA 

members, the national FFA convention 

was a vast and encouraging 

experience destined to lead them to 

a better future – destined to let them 

“Lead Out Loud.”

Visit the Convention page for 
more photos, videos and stories. 

ffanewhorizons.orgffanewhorizons.org

Among the many lasting memories of the 82nd National FFA Convention are a motivational speech by Mike Rowe in the opening 
sessions, national-level FFA career development events like agricultural mechanics, the thrilling election of the 2009-2010 
National FFA Officers, and plenty of opportunities to explore downtown Indianapolis.
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J. KYLE KEENER

Darryl Blakely and Roy Bowser, members of the W.B. Saul FFA Chapter 
in Philadelphia, are active in a running organization that promotes 
healthy lifestyles among high school students.
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We’ve long known that 

FFA members are about 

more than just “cows, 

sows and plows.” You 

are selfless, motivated, 

and most of all, unique. 

By featuring Darryl and 

Roy, we’re continuing 

our ongoing effort to 

highlight FFA members 

who embody what 

today’s FFA is all about. 

We’re showcasing 

musicians, volunteers, 

artists, fashion 

designers and more.

This month, meet Darryl 

and Roy, talented 

athletes from 

Philadelphia. 

Darryl and Roy 

are FFA. Are you?

Darryl Blakely and Roy Bowser run 
MARATHONS, promote healthy living

R
unning a marathon is no easy 

task. At 26 miles, they’re so 

long, and require so much focus 

and commitment, that many of those 

who start one fail to finish.

First-time marathoners, 

especially, often suffer such 

excruciating pain – in their 

knees, feet and every muscle 

in their body – that they’re 

forced to drop out. 

Meanwhile, those who do 

complete a marathon 

commonly find it takes 

days, if not weeks, to 

recover.

Knowing all that, it 

might come as a surprise 

to learn that last fall, 

Darryl Blakely, a senior at 

W.B. Saul High School of 

Agricultural Sciences in 

Philadelphia, finished the 

first marathon he ever 

attempted by winning his age 

group. Darryl, who serves as 

chapter FFA reporter, took part in 

the run as a member of Students Run 

Philly Style, a city-wide program that 

helps youth succeed in life by teaching 

them to set goals, make healthy choices, and, 

ultimately, to run long distances. 

“Before I started running I was out of 

shape,” Darryl says. “I was unhealthy, kind 

of fat. Now, with the Students Run Philly 

Style program, I know what’s good for my 

body and what’s not.”

UP FOR THE CHALLENGE

Joining Darryl in Students Run is his 

classmate, friend and fellow FFA member 

Roy Bowser. 

“Running is something I’ve had to work 

at,” Roy says. “I can play football or 

basketball or baseball, but running has 

been one of the hardest sports for me.” 

Still, he says, he loves it. 

“It’s hard to do by myself,” he explains. 

“But when I run in a group, or with friends, 

it’s a lot of fun.”

Like Darryl, Roy says he was out of 

shape before he started running, and only 

came to the sport after a teacher challenged 

him to the task. 

“I wasn’t the healthiest kid,” he says. “So 

my teacher bet me I couldn’t run 10 miles 

under a certain time, and said she’d pay for 

me and my friends to go out and eat if I 

could. I wasn’t going to back down from a 

bet, so I decided I’d do it.” 
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Roy says he joined Students 

Run, started training and, months 

later, tackled that 10 miles. 

“I finished in around two hours, 

and I won the bet,” he laughs. “Then I 

joined the cross-country team, and 

I’ve gotten more and more active 

ever since.”

A NATURAL MATCH

The resolve it takes to be a 

runner, Roy says, is similar to what 

it takes to succeed in FFA. 

“To be in FFA, and to be a leader, 

you pretty much have to learn to 

make your own decisions,” Roy 

explains. “It’s the same thing with 

running. When you’re running, you 

might see somebody in the race who 

needs help if they’re going to finish. 

So maybe you make that decision to 

instead of trying to beat them, to 

help them along.” 

And that is what leadership is 

all about, he says. 

“I think anybody who runs is a 

leader,” Roy says. “A lot of people 

might choose to just sit at home and 

watch TV, but a runner will decide 

for himself, or herself, that I’m going 

to get up today and run, because it’s 

good for me and will benefit me.”

Nearing the end of a race, Roy 

says, almost always requires him 

to dig deep. 

“I usually run my steady pace 

for the first two or three miles, and 

then for the last three or four I pick 

it up a little bit, and then I really 

push myself near the finish,” he 

explains. “When I can see the finish 

line, I’ll pick people out of the crowd 

and just try to catch up to them as 

fast as I can. At the start of any race, 

I feel like I have butterflies in my 

stomach, but at the finish, when you 

look back at how far you came, it 

really makes you feel a lot better 

about what you did.”

Darryl, for his part, has taken 

running to the next level. For him 

too, leadership is a big part of the 

sport, but now that he’s learned to 

run fast, competition is also 

important. The top runner on the 

W.B. Saul cross-country team, he 

takes every race seriously. He’s in 

it for fun, but he’s also there to win. 

“I wasn’t always a competitive 

person,” Darryl says, “but when I 

started running, and as I got healthier, 

I got more confident in myself.”

The transition to an athletic 

lifestyle, has led both Darryl and 

Roy to new heights in their personal 

lives, in school, and in their 

ambitions for the future. 

Roy says he hopes to one day 

become a large-animal veterinarian. 

Darryl, on the other hand, would love 

to own a farm and raise livestock. 

Their advice to new runners? 

Take it slow. 

“Don’t go out and try to run 26 

miles the first day,” Darryl says. 

“Start off walking, and gradually 

work yourself into shape.” 

That, and once you start, never 

look back. He adds, “If someone tells 

you there’s no way you can be a 

runner, prove them wrong.”

Roy Bowser, center, fi nishes a 10-mile run with his teammates. Having a strong support system is important to any long-distance runner.
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Chapter Visits

Upcoming Events

February 13 State Job Interview CDE  
and State Ag Issues CDE

February 20-27 National FFA Week

March 6 State Meats CDE  
and State Poultry CDE

March 17 District Proficiency Awards

March 27
State Parliamentary 
Procedure CDE and State 
Ag Communications CDE

March 29-30 Illinois Farm Bureau and 
Affiliates Youth Conference

April 7 District Public  
Speaking CDE

FFA members enjoy a workshop at Leadership Training School.

FFA members in Section 22 enjoy a Chapter Visit at  
East St. Louis High School.

Throughout the months of September and October Amie, Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten 
and Adam conducted chapter visits at each chapter in Illinois. These visits were 
directed to greenhand FFA members or Introduction to Agriculture students. During 
the visits the members took part in an FFA trivia game, a leadership activity and also 
set goals for themselves after watching a short Illinois FFA video. 

Also during the weeks of Chapter Visits, the officers delivered keynote 
addresses and workshops during the Section Leadership 
Training Schools. 

The majors had a blast during their two months and the 
members seemed to learn a lot and also have a little fun too! 

The Illinois FFa would like to thank KSI for their support 
at the 81st Illinois State FFa Convention 
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State CDE Results

State Horse  
Judging CDE
Superior Teams,  
Reasons Division:

Herscher 

Midland

Other Top Teams,  
Reasons Division:

Seneca

Pontiac

Superior Individuals,  
Reasons Division:

Lauren Wells, Herscher

Haley Condon, Seneca

Ashley Anderson, Eureka

Ashley Adams, Midland

Elizabeth Harfst, Pontiac

Nicole Hart, Herscher

Sydney Condon, Seneca

Superior Teams,  
Non-Reasons Division:

Hardin County

Geneseo

Newark

West Prairie

Rockridge

Illini West

Oregon

Eureka

Mendota

Superior Individuals,  
Non-Reasons Division:

Chelsea Cornell, Hardin Co.

Josi Reed, Hardin Co.

Dayna Bundy, Illini West

Chris Tiedeman, Geneseo

Allie Hickernell, Newark

Jessica Cornell, Hardin Co.

Joshua Robinson, Eureka

Kristofer Manhart, Tri-Point

Jackie Reed, Hardin Co.

Miranda Malone, ROWVA 

 

State Forestry CDE
Superior Teams:

Olney

Prairie Central

Superior Individuals:

Dylan Walker, Tuscola

Trevor Townsend, Jerseyville

Simon Burgener, Olney

Johnny Rudin, Prairie Central 

Eric Ochs, Olney

Devan Henderson, Cumberland

Jacob Sappington, Cumberland

Mollie Kresin, Tuscola

Devon Krueger, Jerseyville

Kayla Slagel, Prairie Central 

Other Top Teams:

Cumberland

Tuscola
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Proficiency awards –  
National Winners

Agricultural Communications:  
 Caroline Bremer, Vienna FFA Chapter

 
Agricultural Mechanics Repair  
and Maintenance:  
 Brian Haas, Mascoutah FFA Chapter

Diversified Crop Production:  
 Tyler Loschen, Tri-Point FFA Chapter

 
Food Science  
and Technology:  
 Naomi Harper, Chicago Ag Sciences

“LEaD OUT LOUD!”
82nd National Convention Results

Congratulations to all national winners! 
National CDE Winners 

Dairy Cattle Evaluation: 

 1st Place – Prairie Central FFA Chapter

 1st Place Individual – Trent Kilgus

 2nd Place Individual – Samantha Ropp

 Gold Emblem Individuals –  
 Lyle Schaffer and Micah Zehr

Parliamentary Procedure: 

 1st Place – Sullivan FFA Chapter
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“Lead Out Loud!” 82nd National Convention Results, cont’d

Agriscience Teacher of the Year –  
National Winner:: 
 Mindy McDermott, Waterloo High School

Other CDE Team/Individual Placing

Agricultural Communications: 

 6th Place – Orion FFA Chapter

 8th Place Individual – Christian Schroeder

 9th Place Individual – Amelia Martens

 Gold Emblem Individual – Sara Clifton

Agricultural Issues Forum:  
 Bronze Emblem – Orion FFA Chapter 

Agricultural Mechanics: 
 Gold Emblem – 
 Paxton-Buckley-Loda FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals –  
 Darren Jarboe and Brandon Magers 

Agricultural Sales:  
 Silver Emblem – Pontiac FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individual – Cody Leach

Agronomy:  
 6th Place – Prairie Central FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals –  
 Timothy Hartman, Naomi Knapp,  
 Katie Schaffer and Abram Zehr

Creed Speaking:  
 Silver Emblem – Eric Kubacki,  
 Minooka FFA Chapter

Dairy Foods:  
 9th Place – Rochelle FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals – Riley Hintzsche,  
 Jessica Keys and Lauren Schabacker

Environmental/Natural Resources:  
 Silver Emblem – Prairie Central FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals –  
 Jacob Huber and Riley Parmenter

Extemporaneous Public Speaking:  
 Bronze Emblem – Paige Prehoda,  
 Heyworth FFA Chapter

Farm Business Management:  
 Silver Emblem – Princeville FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individual – Cody Schaefer 

Floriculture:  
 Silver Emblem – Paxton-Buckley-Loda FFA Chapter

Food Science and Technology:  
 Bronze Emblem – Payson FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individual – Ashley Porter

Forestry:  
 Silver Emblem – Olney FFA Chapter

Horse Evaluation:  
 6th Place – Herscher FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals – Jessica Andre,  
 Nicole Hart and Lauren Wells

Job Interview:  
 Silver Emblem – Hannah Pieper, Dakota FFA Chapter

Livestock Evaluation:  
 3rd Place – Newton FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals –  
 Adam Helregel, James Lidy and Jordan Rauch 

Marketing Plan: 
 Silver Emblem – Taylorville FFA Chapter

Meats Evaluation and Technology:  
 7th Place – Prairie Central FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individuals – Melvin Knapp,  
 Ashton Lanz and Thane Zehr



 

F • ILLINOIS FFA ILLINOIS FFA • G

“Lead Out Loud!” 82nd National  
Convention Results, cont’d

Nursery and Landscape:  
 Silver Emblem – Glenbrook South FFA Chapter

Poultry Evaluation:  
 Silver Emblem – Shelbyville FFA Chapter

 Gold Emblem Individual – Gus Fandrich

Prepared Public Speaking:  
 Bronze Emblem – Josh Troester,  
 Eldorado FFA Chapter

Agri-Entrepreneurship 
 National Winner –  
 Clayton Carley, Crescent-Iroquois FFA Chapter

AgriScience Fair 
 Engineering – Division I –  
 1st Place – Alexis Clinebell, Waterloo FFA Chapter
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“Learning to do, doing to learn, earning to live, living to serve.” We have 
heard these same 12 words countless times since we began our FFA careers. 
When I was on my way back from the Made For Excellence Conference as  
a sophomore, I had a conversation with my advisor about the motto.  
Mrs. Niemerg explained to me that she sees it in four sections. As freshman, 
we are learning to do, not only in FFA, but high school in general. While in 
our sophomore year, we start doing to learn before grasping the concept of 
earning to live during our junior year. As seniors, we should be focused on 
living to serve. Since learning the motto as a freshman, the “living to serve” 
part had always seemed the most important to me. But why?  
Obviously, it had the same significance as all the other parts.  
So why did this particular part stand out to me?

As time passed at Charleston High School, I finally 
made it to my senior year. I was enrolled in Ag 
Leadership during second semester. Our first day of 
class in January, Mrs. Niemerg gave us the syllabus.  
It explained we would begin service projects in March, 
which would be due at the end of the semester.  
I immediately opened my calendar to look at my schedule. 
Alright … this is due May 13 and I graduate May 15.  
I have two months to complete the project! I have District 
Proficiencies, spring break, contests, selection committee, 
state officer meetings, not to mention planning and conducting two 
banquets. What was she thinking? The rest of the class complained 
how involved they were with other school activities. When it was all 
said and done this service project was worth roughly half of our 
semester grade. We came up with all sorts of different reasons why we just couldn’t possibly get our service projects 
completed in that amount of time. However, Mrs. Niemerg didn’t quite see it the same way we did. Therefore, the 
assignment of a service project prevailed.

The next two months were spent conducting our service projects. The projects ranged from picking up trash along the 
highway to constructing care packages for soldiers overseas. Each of us learned different lessons from our projects.  
I found we all have different talents to offer to others. In FFA we can serve by being an officer or committee member, 
helping a Greenhand or becoming a student aid in your Ag department. Other ways we might serve include joining 
student council, picking up trash or starting a club at school. We can serve our communities by volunteering at a 
nursing home, collecting food for the food pantry, and working in the church nursery.

In my cubical at Springfield, you will see a quote I have that refers to this motto: ”living to serve”. Marion Wright 
Edelman said, “Service is the rent we pay for being. It is the very purpose of life, and not something you should do in 
your spare time.” 

FFA members don’t let your opportunities to serve pass you by. My challenge for each and every one of you is to 
develop that last part of the motto. We’ve spent our time in FFA learning to do, doing to learn and earning to live. 
Now it’s time to complete the motto and live our FFA experience through those 12 words. Let’s live to serve!

Meet your 2009-2010 Illinois  
State FFa Secretary — Kiersten Kasey
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State Horse CDE – On Saturday, September 19 Adam and Ellen attended the State Horse Career Development 
Event at Black Hawk East College in Kewanee. During the contest the members placed eight different classes of 
horses. The officers learned a lot about judging horses and had a great time talking to FFA members from across 
the state.

Beginning Advisors Workshop – On October 2 and 3 the majors were able to make it back into Springfield for the 
Beginning Advisors Workshop. This workshop concentrated on new ideas and other exciting activities for first-
year teachers to get their chapters involved in. On Saturday each major state officer presented on a certain topic; 
these topics included chapter banquet, national FFA week, various conferences and workshops, officer retreats and 
training. The workshop was definitely worthwhile and the new teachers went home with plenty of new ideas for 
their chapters and members.

The 82nd National FFA Convention – National FFA Convention was an absolute blast for the five majors and the 
10 section president delegates! National Convention started with a pre-convention meeting at the FFA Center 
where delegates were briefed on all of their responsibilities for the week, followed by the National Delegate Day of 
Service. On Tuesday, all 15 delegates began work in their delegate sessions to pass the various issues they were 
assigned to, as well as working to pass the constitutional amendments we presented at convention. After the 
conclusion of the business, the delegates were able to enjoy the awesome sessions, speakers and events at 
Convention. Keynotes from Mike Rowe, Josh Sundquist and the Toby Keith concert were favorites among the 
officers. Thank you to all the delegates for their hard work!

Illinois Farm Bureau Youth Ed Committee Meeting – On November 2, the five majors met Mr. Craft and Mr. Dry 
in Bloomington for a meeting with the Farm Bureau Youth Ed Committee. The Youth Ed Committee is made up 
of the five major state officers, Mr. Craft, Mr. Dry, Mr. Hepner, two 4-H representatives, Mrs. Deb Stocker from 
the Illinois 4-H, Mrs. Mariah Dale-Anderson (the Farm Bureau Manager of Young People’s Activities), and 
representatives from the Farm Bureau’s affiliated companies. At this meeting, the committee finalized all of the 

last details for Farm Bureau Youth Conference in April. The 
majors are excited for an awesome FBYC this year and have a 
lot of fun planned for all who attend!

Salute to Agriculture Day – University of Illinois – On 
November 14 Amie, Caroline, Ellen, Kiersten and Adam 
headed to Urbana for the University of Illinois’ Salute to 
Agriculture Day. The majors participated in the pre-game 
festivities. The majors also had some great seats for the 
exciting college football game! Thank you to the University of 
Illinois for their support of the agriculture industry and the 
FFA, and congratulations to those who were recognized.

Illinois Association of School Board Directors Conference –  
On November 19 and 20 the five majors headed to Chicago  
on the train for the Illinois Association of School Board 
Directors Conference. While at the conference the major  
state officer team gave a keynote presentation about FFA  
and agricultural education. This was a great opportunity to 
communicate the many benefits that students have through 
our wonderful organization.
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national Convention Results

national Agriscience  
Student Finalist

Congratulations to Alexandra Beeler  
of Escalon FFA, selected as a National 
Agriscience Student Winner.

national Proficiency Awards

California had 15 National finalists 
with six announced as National 
Proficiency Winners. Total of 29 Gold, 
15 Silvers and three Bronze.

The National Proficiency Winners are:

Ag Mech Design –  
 Jonathon Cota, Los Banos

Ag Mech Energy –  
 Blake Meneses, Tulare

Ag Mech Repair Entrep –  
 Zachary Samuel, Linden

Beef Entrep – Austin Perry, Clovis

Nursery Operations –  
 Melissa Maultsby, Fallbrook

Specialty Animals –  
 Christie Hobby, Hughson

national CDEs

Ag Mechanics –  
 Hilmar NATIONAL WINNERS

 1st Place – Devin Baptista  
 of Hilmar HS FFA, CA

 2nd Place – James Piersma  
 of Hilmar HS FFA, CA

 5th Place – Michael Pimentel  
 of Hilmar HS FFA, CA

 9th Place – Rhett Mota  
 of Hilmar HS FFA, CA

Ag Sales – Bear River  
 NATIONAL WINNERS

 5th Place – Erika Avera  
 of Bear River HS FFA, CA

 7th Place – Erika Carley  
 of Bear River HS FFA, CA

Poultry – Bret Harte  
 NATIONAL WINNERS

 5th Place – Breanna Roque  
 of Bret Harte HS FFA, CA

 6th Place – Clay Kruse  
 of Bret Harte HS FFA, CA

Dairy Cattle – Petaluma 2nd  
 in Nationals

 5th Place – Mandy Brazil  
 of Petaluma HS FFA, CA

 8th Place – Sam Cheda  
 of Petaluma HS FFA, CA

 9th Place – Kelli Carstensen  
 of Petaluma HS FFA, CA

Horses – Clovis 2nd in Nationals

 1st Place – Alexis Greene  
 of Clovis East HS FFA, CA

Marketing Plan – Winters 2nd  
 in Nationals

Creed – 3rd Place – Brianda Louro  
 of Tulare HS FFA, CA 

Dairy Foods – Hilmar 4th  
 in Nationals

Meats – Hanford 5th in Nationals

 7th Place – Nicholas Badasci  
 of Hanford HS FFA, CA

Job Interview – 6th Place –  
 Maddie Dunlap of Maxwell HS  
 FFA, CA

Livestock – Atascadero 6th  
 in Nationals

 5th Place – Kenneth Block  
 of Atascadero HS FFA, CA

Environmental Sciences – Mariposa 
 10th in Nationals

Parli Pro – Bear River Gold Award

Agronomy – Grace Davis Silver Award

Extemp – Mikaela Serafin  
 of Tulare HS FFA, CA

Floriculture – Caruthers Silver Award

Prepared Speaking –  
 Malorie Bankhead of Livermore HS 
 FFA, CA

Ag Issues – Tulare Bronze Award

Forestry – Eureka Bronze Award

Agriscience Fair

Biochemistry/Food Science/
Microbiology 

 Gold – Colin Oair, Elk Grove HS  
 FFA, Division I 

 Silver – Jacob Carlson, Elk Grove  
 HS FFA, Division II

 Gold – Jiggs Briggs/Jessica Briggs,  
 Littlerock HS FFA, Division IV

Botany

 National Winner –  
 Hannah Beeler/Arissa Chunn,  
 Escalon HS FFA, Division III 

 2nd Place/Gold – Kyle Rose,  
 Escalon HS FFA, Division I

 2nd Place/Gold – Isaac Valencia/ 
 Dominic Stellato, Galt HS FFA,  
 Division IV 

 3rd Place/Gold – Tom Hardesty,  
 Elk Grove HS FFA, Division II

Engineering

 2nd Place/Gold –  
 Chrissy Edmiston/Gerald Moen,  
 Elk Grove HS FFA, Division III 

 3rd Place/Gold – Joey Clifford,  
 Elk Grove HS FFA, Division I

 Gold – Eric Frizzis, Elk Grove HS  
 FFA, Division II

Environmental Science

 Silver– Matteo Port, Davis Sr. HS  
 FFA, Division I

 Gold – Derek Veentstra, Escalon  
 HS FFA, Division II

 Silver – Dylan Davidson/ 
 David Davidson, Galt HS FFA,  
 Division IV

Zoology

 Bronze  – Caitlin Wolford, Lodi HS  
 FFA, Division I

 Silver – Courtney Miller/ 
 Shelbi Thall, Lodi HS FFA,  
 Division III

 Silver – Emily Duarte/Mary Steves,  
 Escalon HS FFA, Division IV
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National Convention Results,
Continued

national Chapter  
Application Results

✩✩✩
Firebaugh HS FFA  
 3 Stars 

Escalon HS FFA 
 3 Stars 

Laton HS FFA  
 3 Stars 

Lemoore HS FFA  
 3 Stars 

Lodi HS FFA 
 3 Stars 

Chowchilla HS FFA  
 3 Stars 

Littlerock HS FFA 
 3 Stars 

✩✩
Wildomar-Elsinore Valley FFA  
 2 Stars 

Hanford HS FFA  
 2 Stars 

Don Lugo-Chino FFA 
 2 Stars 

Winters HS FFA 
 2 Stars 

Norte Vista HS FFA  
 2 Stars 

Norco HS FFA  
 2 Stars 

Sacramento-Florin FFA 
 2 Stars 

St Helena HS FFA  
 2 Stars 

✩
Bret Harte HS FFA 
 1 Star 

State Officer Team in front of the big man himself, Abraham Lincoln

This was the first 
time that California 
has ever won the 
national poultry 
CDE event.

Bret Harte FFA team 
member names: 
Breanna Roque,  

Clay Kruse,  
Amie French  

& Trevor Airola
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Hilmar FFA

 Congratulations to Hilmar FFA Ag 
Mechanics Team! The 2009 National FFA 
Agricultural Mechanics Career 
Development Event was held October 
21-24 during the 82nd National FFA 
Convention. Hilmar FFA represented 
California and was one of 44 teams 
participating in this event.

 The Hilmar FFA Ag Mechanics Team is 
made up of four members: James Piersma,  
a HHS graduate and four-year member of 
the team; Rhett Mota, a HHS graduate and 
three-year member of the team; Michael 
Pimentel; and Devin Baptista who are both 
seniors and first-year members of the team. 
James is a student at Merced College and 
Rhett attends Modesto Junior College.

 During the event, the four-member team 
took a written test, participated in a two-
hour team activity, and demonstrated 
abilities in hands-on skill activities. The 
areas tested include: agricultural machinery 
and equipment, industry and marketing, 
environmental and natural resources, 
structural systems, and energy systems.

 Of course, these kinds of opportunities 
for our students don’t just happen. In 
addition to all of the work these young men 
have put into preparing for this contest, it 
took the financial support of many 
individuals and businesses to get us there. 
On the national level, the Agricultural 
Mechanics Career Development Event is 
sponsored by Bridgestone Americas Tire 
Operation, Agricultural Tire Division and 
has been for the past 34 years. Their 
support also provided $1,000 scholarships 
for each of the winning team members, so 
Thank You Bridgestone!

 Thanks also to Lincoln Electric and the 
Harris Products Group, John Deere, and 
Briggs and Stratton for their continued 
support of the National Event.

 On the local level many have  
stepped-up and made it possible for  
Hilmar FFA to represent our community,  
as well as California, with pride and  
success in Indianapolis. On behalf of 
Hilmar FFA, we say, “Thank You!”. This  
was truly a memorable experience and  
a tremendous opportunity.

 
Bear River Teams

 Bear River FFA’s 2009 Ag Sales team 
succeeded in bringing home one of 
California’s three CDE titles this year. Erika 
Avera and Erika Carley placed fifth and 
seventh respectively as they were the only 
Ag Sales teammates from the same state to 
make the top 10 individuals. Also, Brandon 
Renwick and Alyssa Colin both placed in 
the gold individual group, which is made up 
of the top 30% of the contest. No other state 
had more than two individuals in the gold 
ranking. The California team totaled 1080 
points to surpass second place Georgia by 
26 points. For substitute senior Alyssa 
Colin, this was her first and only Ag Sales 
competition. However, three years of 
practicing sales situation scenarios as part 
of the regular Bear River Communication 
class curriculum helped greatly to prepare 
her for the competition. Also, sales 
workshops over a four-day period prior to 
the event focused the team for the tough 
competition they would face. 

 We had some great parent volunteer 
assistance as well as our state star councilor 
from our school, to help act as customers 
and judges during workshops in Indy. All 
strategies worked to perfection to put the 

Bear River Ag Sales Team in position for 
the national title. Considering that about 
20% of jobs in our economy have to do with 
moving products through the market 
channels, this is a contest that should 
logically receive more participation in 
California. Bear River will typically play  
six to eight different kids in sales each year, 
all of them have loved participating in this 
area of CDE competition! To compete well 
at nationals, “It comes down to having the 
students rested, healthy and happy. Then, 
they have to be willing to push themselves 
hard the last few days, and put the needs  
of others first,” commented coach  
Steve Paasch. 

 Bear River was also honored to have 
represented California ’s strong parli-pro 
tradition with a team in Indianapolis.  
Carly Koontz, California’s Parliamentary 
Procedure Team President was awarded the 
Outstanding Chairman Gavel at the Parli-
Pro Awards Dinner. Our parli-pro team 
placed 10th out of 43 teams and finished 
with one of the top exam averages. Other 
team members included: Alina Belohlavek, 
Adrienne Bradley, Emily Guerra, David 
Kloepper and Shelsie Kloepper. “Carly was 
exceptional! It is unusual for the judges to 
select a president outside the final four for 
outstanding chairman,” said coach Steve 
Paasch. Bear River had to overcome some 
challenges with last minute substitutions, 
but several Bear River seniors who stepped 
in really rose to the occasion and were 
ready to win! “It’s too bad the parli-pro 
team stubbed their toe in the semi-finals on 
a low probability error because they were as 
talented as any of the three teams that we’ve 
won with in past Parli-Pro National Finals 
Competitions. I am very proud of them for 
absorbing so much information so quickly,” 
stated Paasch. “We really had a lot of fun!”

national  
Winning TeamsWe Won!

Bear River FFA’s National Champion Ag Sales 
Team: (L to R) Brandon Renwick, Erika Avera, 
Alyssa Colin and Erika Carley

2009 NATioNAL ChAmpioNS! 
Advisor: Daick piersma,  
Team members: James piersma, Rhett mota, 
michael pimentel and Devin Baptista

An excited Carly Koontz shortly after receiving the 
outstanding chairman gavel!
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Superior Region
Written by Kelsey King

    Oh yes, we are, Superior 
by far! Well, our region is 
dead on with this chant; 
the Superior Region has 
been having a blast with 
our numerous events  
and activities! 

 First, our regional officer 
team came together and truly became a team 
during our Fun in the Sun retreat where we got 
off to a great start planning for the upcoming year. 
Then, we headed to ROLC at beautiful Bass Lake 
where we had the opportunity to meet other 
leaders from across our golden state. The state 
officer team kicked off California’s theme and 
National Candidate Levy also inspired us to “fill 
other’s buckets” by having personalized positive 
interactions. Our team loved evening bonding 
with different regions and the state officers, 
especially while enjoying delicious brownies! 
Seriously, those were some Superior brownies!  
We also presented our regional theme and a 
demonstration on the ag issue of water 
distribution. Our team took home a lot of great 
information and fun memories. 

 Next, Superior Region held our SOLS on July 
27-28. This summit proved to be extremely 
productive and entertaining! With the help of  
Mr. Large, Dr. Dodson of CSU Chico, the State 
Officers, Levy Randolph, Sectional and Regional 
Officers planned workshops for the upcoming 
COLC. We also participated in team building 
activities, played football, bounced on the 
trampoline, slept under the stars, and stayed cool 
with plenty of popsicles and occasional dips in  
the pool!

 Finally, we had the chance to utilize everything 
we learned during COLC. Our two sessions were 
held at Camp Tehama, providing officers with a 
stunning location for a great experience from 
September 17-21. Chapter Officers got involved 
with our conflict resolution workshop, rotational 
workshops by State, Region and Section officers, 
and some other awesome activities. Everyone had 
a fantastic time competing in the intense 
volleyball tournament, watching side-splitting 
chapter skits, grooving it up on the dance floor or 
at the lip sync, playing countless games of super-
popular Ninja, and participating in team building 
activities put on by CSU- Chico Agriculture 
Education students. Officers discovered new 
leadership skills and had plenty of laughs along 
the way.

 The Superior Region theme is “Agriculture –  
is it in you?” We aim to emphasize not only 
leadership, but also our organization’s agrarian 
roots. So while you participate in FFA this year, 
think like the Superior Region and remember to 
find and cultivate the agriculture in you, because 
agriculture is superior by far!

San Joaquin Region
Written by Dominic Bettini

    On May 17 the 
San Joaquin 
Regional officer 
team started off 
their year of 
service at the KC 
Ranch in Woody 
California. There 
we discussed the 
various activities 
we would be 
participating in, 
our spring and fall 
regional meetings, 
and conferences 

we as an officer team would be attending and 
preparing for. As the day ended, we were sad to 
see everyone go, yet exited to see what the future 
had in store for our officer team. On June 15 our 
officer team embarked on yet another journey, 
our Regional FFA Officer Retreat in Cayucos. 
There we were able to discuss our Regional Goals, 
mission statement, create a recruitment video and 
an Ag Issues presentation, a showcase, and finally 
our regional theme, “Step Up, Take Pride in Our 
Future.” But don’t think we are all work and no 
play. Our officer team had time to bond with not 
only each other, but our advisors as well. As a 
team we stayed up all night playing the game 
Mafia with two of our advisors, and we had a 
blast! The next day we made our way to the beach 
where we competed in a six on six game of beach 
volleyball, let me tell you it was intense. Later that 
night we headed to the beach once again, there we 
built a fire, roasted some marshmallows, and were 
able to spend some quality time with everyone  
on the officer team. It was that time again where 
we had to go our separate ways, but not for long. 
On July 7 our officer team met once again at Bass 
Lake for the Regional Officer Leadership 
Conference. This conference, ran by the newly 
elected state officers, was one filled with 
excitement, expectation and some well-needed 
knowledge. For the duration of the conference, 
our officer team grew ever more close with the 
help of the state officers and their team building 
activities. We were able to listen to workshops 
ranging from podium edict to how to create a 
personal mission statement. These workshops 
prepared our team for the Sectional Officer 
Leadership Conference, where we presented 
workshops, created team building activities and 
played a competitive game of volleyball against all 
the sections in our region. These are just some of 
the few exiting activities our San Joaquin Regional 
Officer Team has participated in, and there will be 
many more to come in the future.

 

South Coast Region
Written by George Kalu

    On September 12 
and 13, the South 
Coast Region 
conducted its 
Sectional Officer 
Leadership 
Conference. At this 
conference, the 
Sectional leaders 
learned how to 
conduct successful 
meetings and heard 
wonderful 
leadership tips given 
by their Sectional 

Advisors. They learned how to “Discover Their 
Inner Leader” with our safari theme. 

 On October 10 and 11, the South Coast 
Region FFA hosted their Chapter Officer 
Leadership Conference in Hollister. Chapter 
Leaders from all over the South Coast Region 
attended this very powerful leadership conference. 
The Regional Leaders performed a skit, revealing 
their theme: Live, Dream, Lead … to the 
EXTREME with each Regional Officer playing a 
sports X Games athlete. Workshops based on 
these athletes’ leadership abilities conducted were 
conducted. Several workshops were conducted, 
teaching the officers new leadership abilities. At 
the end of first session, the chapter officers got a 
chance to show their skills in the Lip Sync 
Contest. Two Chapter Leaders shared their life 
stories as a part of their Moment of Inspiration. 
The Regional Leaders then performed their 
Patriotic Observance, motivating the Chapter 
Officers by speaking about how different 
American athletes fought through 
discouragement, and yet, became some of the 
most well-known and successful sports 
competitors in history. Next, the amazing South 
Coast Region Pump-Up/FFA Recruitment Video 
was revealed. The South Coast Region Officer 
Team is confident that everyone had an amazing 
time at our very successful Chapter Officer 
Leadership Conference. 

 Soon this month, it’ll be time to see who next 
year’s South Coast Regional Leaders will be.  
On February 21 and 22, we will be hosting the 
Regional Officer Screening in San Luis Obispo.  
It will be an amazing, positive and fun experience 
for everyone. We are thrilled to find out who the 
22 possible Regional FFA Officers are going to be.

 At our Regional Spring Meeting on March 19, 
the qualifiers for the all of the Regional 
Competitions will meet in King City to compete. 
We are ecstatic to see who the winners are and 
who will represent the South Coast Region at the 
State level. Also, the 2010-2011 Regional FFA 
Officer Team will be elected! Save this date and 
we hope to see you there!

Regional Reports
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Regional Reports
Continued

 This April, those hard-working individuals 
who will be receiving their State FFA Degree will 
be recognized. These individuals have worked 
diligently in the FFA and it’s a huge honor to 
receive this degree. We hope to see as many State 
Degree recipients as possible!

 Over the past few years, the South Coast 
Region FFA members have been eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of our website. Well, the South Coast 
Region FFA is pleased to announce that we are 
almost done bringing back the South Coast 
Region website! We are extremely excited about 
our new and improved website. It will feature the 
Regional Leaders, Sectional Teams, recent news 
and more! We’ve worked long and hard for this 
website, and we’re excited to see it fully up  
and running! To visit the website, go to  
www.californiaffa.org/Scoast. 

 Ladies and gentlemen, we have just a few 
more big events this year before we head to the 
California State FFA Leadership Conference. Let’s 
make these last few months count!

north Coast Region 
Written by Abigail Titus

    Douglas Pagels once said, “A 
friend is one of the nicest things 
you can have, and one of the best 
things you can be.” 

    In the North Coast Region we 
are proud to have many great friends and lots of 
new friendships forming as well. Tons of those 
friendships were made at this year’s North Coast 
COLC in Dixon, California. The beautiful campus 
was the perfect location for an amazing leadership 
conference, which consisted of workshops, a 
fabulous dance and the beautiful Levi Randolph. 
The madness began on September 25 with our 

opening ceremonies and a patriotic observance 
from the Regional Officers. Next we experienced 
the lovely State Officer workshops. That night we 
indulged ourselves in perhaps the most epic 
North Coast Lip Sync Competition of all time.  
All the represented chapters did an amazing job, 
as did the Regional Officers who performed  
Don’t Stop Believing by Journey. 

 Day two of the conference opened with the 
State Theme Presentation followed by Regional 
Officer workshops, which were a delight. Finally, 
the Regional Meeting and after closing 
ceremonies, the sad conclusion was upon us. 
Overall, the conference was a great success and 
many new and beautiful friendships were formed. 

 Looking forward, the North Coast Regional 
Officers are planning a winter retreat. There we 
hope to get ready for Regional Officer screening 
in February and our Regional Meeting in March. 
In addition, we are sure to have some good times 
while together. 

 On behalf of the North Coast Regional Officer 
team, I would like to wish all of our members 
good luck in their upcoming competitions and to 
encourage them to continue to be the amazing 
leaders they are.  

Central Region 
Written by Kyle Mendes 

    The first weekend 
in October may not 
hold much 
significance to many 
people, but to the 
Central Region 
Officer Team it is the 
most important date 
on their schedule for 
the year. It is the 
weekend of their 
COLC. After being 

elected in February we began planning this long 
awaited conference. Each officer prepared a 
workshop for the chapter officers in their 
respective office and after the opening session 
each officer presented these workshops. The 
Regional office team also created a theme 
presentation and three workshops promoting our 
goals for the region this year, which includes 
direct communication, advocating agriculture and 
inspiring others to higher standards. One of the 
highlights of the conference was the theme 
presentations and the lip syncs by the sectional 
officer teams. The conference also included 
workshops and a theme presentation from the 
State Officer Team as well as a patriotic 
observance and a backlight dance. The dance was 
followed by reflections where the chapter officers 
broke out into their teams and “burned their 
barriers.” The conference concluded with section 
time with each chapter’s section and a reminder 

of upcoming events within the section. We as the 
Central Region Officer Team hope that the 
officers of this region are now better able to serve 
the members of the region so everyone in the 
region can go out and “Make an Impact and Leave 
a Legacy” in their community and chapter.

 Here’s to our future successes and the 
deepening of friendships we have developed. 
Don’t stop believing!

Southern Region 
Written by David Jaime

    A brand new Southern 
Region Officer Team of seven 
got off to a great start for 
2009-2010 at the Regional 
Officer Leadership 
Conference, at Bass Lake in 
July. We had a great time 

while growing as leaders and learning from our 
state officers and regional advisors. While we 
were there we bonded greatly as a team, as well as 
with officers from other regions. In August we put 
on our Sectional Officer Leadership Summit at 
Cal Poly Pomona, there we got an opportunity to 
meet the many sectional officers of our region. 
Workshops were put on for them there by the 
state officers as well the national officer candidate 
at the time, Levy Randolph. In September our 
region put on its annual Judging Day at the L.A. 
County Fair, our team had a great time mingling 
with the members throughout the day and giving 
out awards once the results were determined. One 
of our biggest and most anticipated events took 
place in November. On November 7th the 
Southern Region had its Chapter Officer 
Leadership Conference which we call our 
“So-Cal.” At this conference chapter officers from 
the Southern Region got to participate in 
workshops and see theme skits, put on by both 
the state and regional officers. The members also 
got hear a bucket filling keynote address by a 
former Southern Region member, two time 
regional president, past State Sentinel and newly 
elected National FFA President, Levy Randolph. 
With the help of our state leaders the conference 
was a success with 300 plus members in 
attendance. The Southern Region Officer team 
has had a great time serving our region so far and 
is looking forward to the rest of a successful year.
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Nathan Kuester’s dream is to 
make a meaningful 
contribution to the field of 

agriculture. Growing up in California’s 
North Orange County community of 
Fullerton did not deter Nathan from 
launching his agricultural career at the 
age of six, with four Layer hens in the 
back yard of his family’s suburban 
home, not far from downtown Los 
Angeles. His interest continued via 
involvement in 4-H and FFA, wherein 
Nathan was awarded the State Degree 
for project-related fundraising and 
hours worked.

 More recently, Nathan acquired a 
600-pound steer and raised it on the 
farm at Sonora High School in the city 
of La Habra. He raised the funds for 
his steer’s feed, transportation, 
veterinarian care, medicine and 
original purchase repayment by way  
of personal campaigns at his church 
congregation and through a local 
fraternal organization. 

 When Nathan learned of the work 
being done by the Los Angeles Mission 
– how the Mission provides a 
rehabilitation center, job training, 
overnight sleeping facilities and 
approximately 1,700 meals per day, 
while offering help, hope and 
opportunities for men, women and 
children, he knew what he wanted to 
do with his steer. Nathan’s “find a need 
and fill it” attitude was activated, and 
when the steer reached a weight of 
1,200 pounds, it was converted to  
700 pounds of prime beef and served 
to the needy in the inner city of  
Los Angeles at the Mission’s  
dining complex.

 Nathan asked his project 
coordinator for the Mission, Mr. Joe 
Rowe, what the greatest physical need, 
other than food, might be concerning 
those who come to the Mission for 
assistance. Mr. Rowe’s reply was, 
“socks and underwear.” Nathan used 
the remaining $1,100 of the $3,390 he 
raised to provide socks and underwear 

for a large number of those who had 
little or none.

 His experience with the Mission 
was not Nathan’s first dose of the “real 
world.” On the contrary, his father’s 
work resulted in Nathan’s family 
moving to and living in Saudi Arabia 
for three years. Nathan and his sister, 
Nicolle, were bussed to and from 
school from a compound defended by 
armed guards and fortified gates with 
mandatory entry and exit security 
checks. His experience in the Middle 
East and his contact with the Los 
Angeles Mission have served to  
bolster Nathan’s appreciation for  
other cultures and strengthen his  
wish to serve others by making his 
mark in agriculture. 

 In that regard, Nathan has been 
accepted at California Polytechnic 
State University – San Luis Obispo, 
where he’ll be majoring in  
Crop Science. 

A Feel Good  
FFA Story …

Nathan Kuester’s  
Unique Gift!
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State officers  
on the Go

Hello again California! It’s hard to believe that we 
are already more than half way done with our 
year of service. We have had so many amazing 

times and have created memories that will last a 
lifetime. We have been busy traveling up and down the 
state of California and across the nation. On October 17 
we headed to the great state of Indiana for the 82nd 
annual National FFA Convention. Whether it was 
catching up with old friends, sightseeing in Indianapolis 
or seeing more than 50,000 excited FFA members 
gather in Conseco Field House, the experience was  
one we will never forget. Throughout the duration  
of the convention, many California FFA members 
competed in various competitions, including our 
national officer candidate and past state officer, Levy 
Randolf, who was elected National FFA President.  
We are so proud of Levy’s accomplishment and are 
excited to see what the national officer team will  
bring forth during their year of service. 

 It was then off to Washington D.C. to see how 
individuals in American history have truly left their 
legacy. We spent three days touring out nations capitol, 
which included visiting various monuments, the 
Smithsonian museums, the National Archives, the 
Holocaust museum, Mount Vernon and Arlington 
National Cemetery. While touring Arlington we had  
the opportunity to honor our nation and represent our 
organization by laying a wreath in a moving ceremony 
in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The state 
officer team along with the tomb guards performed the 
ceremony in front of fellow California FFA members 
and others. It was a life changing experience to honor 
those who serve our country and have truly left  
a legacy. 

 Over the past couple months we have seen many FFA 
members throughout our FFA association. We have had 
the opportunity to aim to impact in their local chapters 
by enhancing their leadership skills at the Sectional 
Officer Leadership Conferences and the Chapter Officer 
Leadership Conferences. These conferences were held 
all over the state and included camping, fun dances, 
leadership workshops and great memories. The Million 
Can Challenge was a main focus at these conferences. 
The state officer team stressed the importance of this 
event especially as we head into the holiday season. We 
want to encourage members to get involved so that the 
individuals within their communities are impacted in 
this coming season, and also so that FFA members can 
reap of the benefits and the opportunity this challenge 
holds for them. Besides the Million Can Challenge the 

state officer team put on various workshops and 
presented their theme presentation. It has been a 
wonderful opportunity to create friendships with 
members from all over California and seeing them grow 
as leaders as well as individuals.

 Chapter visits have been a great component of our 
year, although we have just begun. We will and have had 
the opportunity of traveling to the most southern part 
of California such as Southwest High School in El 
Centro to the most northern parts, Alturas and Surprise 
Valley, and everywhere else in between. Building 
relationships and meeting new FFA members are some 
of the most treasured experiences of what we will take 
from our year of service. We strongly hope that our 
efforts at local chapters and conferences throughout  
the state accomplish our goal to A.I.M. to Impact and 
Leave a Legacy. California FFA we challenge you to 
continue to Advocate agriculture, Initiate positive 
change and Motivate members to become more active 
within the FFA Organization, so that we can ultimately 
leave our legacy for others to follow. 

California FFA’s wreath lying at the  
Tomb of the Unknown Soliders
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Photo Gallery

1)  San Luis Obispo, Paso Robles,  
 and Morro Bay FFA Chapter  
 Officer Team before the opening  
 session at the Chapter Officer  
 Leadership Conference

2) The Southern Region’s Chapter  
 Officer Leadership Conference

3) State Officers having a little  
 D.C. fun

4) Team building at the Sectional  
 Officer Leadership Conference

5) Central Region SOLS held  
 at Delta High

6) Superior Region Chapter  
 officers attending a  
 team-building workshop

7) Chapter members and  
 State Officers make an impact  
 at Central COLC

8) State Officers having fun with  
 the  Fortuna FFA Chapter
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outstanding Chapter: 
Santa Maria

The Santa Maria High School 
FFA is located in the South 
Coast Region just 15 minutes 

from the Pacific Ocean on the beautiful 
Central California Coast We are the 
halfway point between San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. The Central California 
region is home to a variety of 
agriculture crops such as strawberries, 
lettuce, broccoli, celery and  
wine grapes.
 The Santa Maria High School 
Agriculture Department consists of five 
agriculture teachers and over 500 
students enrolled in Agriculture classes. 
The curriculum offered through our 
department is varied, rigorous, and 
relevant to the needs of the agriculture 
industry and our town. Courses include 
Beginning and Advanced Agriculture 
Mechanics, Welding I, II, III, Veterinary 
Science, Beginning and Advanced 
Ornamental Horticulture, Agriculture 
Leadership and Communication,  
Feed, Fit and Show, Survey of 
Agriculture, Agriculture Science I, II, 
Integrated Agriculture Biology, and 
Agricultural Economics.
 Our on campus facilities include  
two large mechanics and welding shops 
where students are trained in a variety 
of welding techniques and are forklift 
certified through the advanced Ag 
Mechanics class. We also have a 
greenhouse, shade house, two vegetable 
gardens and a small vineyard. The 
Agriculture Science lab is a large area 
used for science experiments and 
through grant monies we recently 
opened two mini computer labs that 
provide the agriculture students access 
to 25 computer stations. A small animal 
unit on campus is used to raise project 
animals for our county fair. Off campus 
we have two school farms facilities that 

house over 50 of our 
livestock projects for fairs 
throughout the year.
 Our chapter participates 
in numerous community 
service projects with a 
variety of service 
organizations such as the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the local Elks Lodge, 
Central Coast Greenhouse Growers 
Association, Altrusa International and 
the Salvation Army. We also provide 
BBQ catering services for benefit 
dinners, school banquets and many 
other types of events. Our BBQ features 
our famous “Santa Maria Style BBQ”.
 With over 50 state championships in 
our history, the Santa Maria FFA has 
enjoyed great success with judging 
teams. Our recent teams have included 
Ag Mechanics, Farm Power, Livestock, 
Dairy Products, Agriculture Pests, 
Vegetables, Land, Agronomy and 
Scrapbook, BIG and Public Speaking. 
Seven judging teams in 2009 were in 
the top five in their respective event. In 
2009 our chapter had 23 State Degree 
recipients and we had a student in 2008 
who placed second high individual in 
the nation for his SAEP in Vegetable 
Production. Each year our chapter 
sends at least 25 students to the 
Greenhand Conference and 15 to  
MFE/ALA and the California  
State Conference.
 Our chapter routinely travels to the 
FFA National Convention. However, 
the celebration is more than just the 
convention. We take extended trips to 
make the most of our travel time. Our 
stops have included New York City, 
Washington D.C., Nashville, Tennessee, 
and Lexington/Louisville, Kentucky. 

Our annual officer training retreat  
also allows our students to travel out  
of town.Past venues have included 
Shaver Lake, Camp Ocean Pines in 
Cambria and Cachuma Lake near  
Santa Barbara, California.
 Some annual traditions of the Santa 
Maria FFA includes our visit to Dodger 
Stadium for FFA Day at the Park, every 
October our chapter visits Magic 
Mountain for Freight Night, trips to the 
Tulare Farm Show, Hancock College 
Welding Contest, and twice a year 
students go to Hungry Valley through a 
partnership between the PALS 
program, State Parks and FFA, close to 
50 students enjoy nature workshops 
and get trained on the ATVs. Fourth of 
July is a chance to raise money through 
fireworks sells and to catch up with past 
alumni. Livestock shows at the Cow 
Palace, Pomona and State Fair are 
popular with the show jocks.
 The Santa Maria High School FFA  
is rich in tradition and takes a 
“hands-on” approach to learning. Due 
to the dedication of the teaching staff,  
a very active boosters club and alumni 
that supports our program so 
generously, and the variety in 
curriculum and various opportunities 
our students are provided, graduates  
of the program become a productive 
members of our community and our 
society and always feels a connection  
to the Santa Maria FFA.

Santa Maria high school students at Oak 
Tree horse race track at Santa Anita

Group picture of students competing in speaking contest

Our chapter officers
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Name:  
Hugh Mooney

Chapter you were a member of:  
Elk Grove

List/describe the FFA activities/
leadership roles you were involved in:

•	 Chapter	Secretary	and	Treasurer	for	 
 two years in the FFA

•	 Won	the	State	Proficiency	Award

•	 Received	the	State	and	American	Degree

•	 Competed	in	the	Prepared	Speaking	 
 Competition for sophomore, junior and 
 senior years

List/describe the projects you were  
involved in:

•	 Short-horned	cattle	for	all	four	years

•	 Still	have	short-horned	cattle	to	this	day

How did your participation in the  
FFA prepare you for what you are 
doing today?

•	 My	four	years	in	FFA	and	agriculture	 
 lead me to becoming an Agriculture  
 teacher for the FFA

•	 Now	I	am	working	in	the	California	 
 Department of Education being the  
 Supervisor for the North Coast Region

•	 Mr.	Weaver	was	my	agriculture	teacher,	 
 advisor and role model throughout my  
 years in the FFA and throughout my life  
 because he encouraged me to pursue my  
 goals and dreams

Additional information:

•	 I	am	also	the	State	Alumni	 
 Association Advisor

•	 I	graduated	in	1977	from	the	FFA	and	 
 high school

•	 When	I	went	to	school	back	in	those	 
 days only about 25% of the FFA  
 members were female and now it is  
 about 50/50

•	 We	were	the	only	school	in	the	entire	 
 district back then

Alumni on the Go! 

Hugh Mooney
Alumni on the Go

This is an opportunity to showcase alumni from your chapter!

1. You are to submit an alumnus with photos of the past and the present.

2. Alumni should complete the questions below:

	 •	 Name,	FFA	Chapter	they	were	a	member	of. 
	 •	 List/describe	the	FFA	activities/leadership	roles	you	were	involved	in. 
	 •	 List/describe	the	projects	you	were	involved	in. 
	 •	 How	did	your	participation	in	FFA	prepare	you	for	what	you	are	doing	today?	 
  Be sure to include what you do, are responsible for, etc. 
	 •	 Any	additional	information	or	advice	that	would	be	of	interest	to	our	readers.

Please return responses with a photograph of “then” and “now” to Mindy Burris at: 
caffainsert@yahoo.com. See future due dates in the Chapter Scoop section.

Now

Then

ATV riding after their completion 
of training at Hungry Valley

Our students at Nation Convention

Having fun in the sun at  
the Los Angeles Dodgers Stadium

Our chapter officers receiving their first 
place awards at the sectional opening and 
closing ceremony contest

Students in charge of a petting zoo at the 
Grapes and Grain festival
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Placer FFA Chapter 
Written by Sarah Gooder, Chapter Reporter

From June 23 to June 28, four Placer FFA 
members braved the triple-digit heat to take their 
sheep and swine to the Placer County Fair in 
Roseville. We all had tons of fun showing off our 
livestock all week, hanging out with friends from 
other local chapters, and of course, eating way too 
much fair food! Congratulations to the sheep 
exhibitors for winning the FFA Sheep Herdsman 
Award, which is a plaque and banner presented to 
the chapter who kept their pens cleanest all week! 
Our chapter also created a feature booth, which is 
an exhibit that showcases the fair theme 
(Celebrating 100 Years of Rails and Roses). Our 
booth, which placed second, was filled with train 
cars transporting the different commodities from 
Placer County within the past 100 years. Now, 
Placer is looking forward to a brand new year in 
the FFA!

For the past 42 years, Placer FFA has put on a 
Homecoming Dinner! Students, staff, family, 

friends and 
community 
members join us in 
our school cafeteria 
right before the 
Varsity football 
game for a delicious 
meal of slow-
cooked beef, green 

beans, salad, rolls, baked potatoes and home-
made desserts! Weeks before the Homecoming 
Dinner, our chapter members work hard to 
advertise all around our town, sell tickets, and 
prepare the decorations and any other necessary 
plans! This event is a huge fundraiser for our 
chapter and a great way to get our school and 
community to support their local FFA chapter!  
Go Placer!

San luis obispo FFA Chapter 
Written by Jessie Poletti, Chapter Reporter

On August 4 and 5, the San Luis Obispo FFA 
Chapter took their seven newly installed officers 
on their Officer Retreat. Planned by all three 
advisors, the destinations and activities planned 
for the two days were a surprise for the team 
members, who were told only to bring certain 
supplies and a positive attitude. Day one consisted 
of a trip to Hollywood, where they visited both 
the Griffith Observatory and the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame. Next on the agenda was the Santa 
Monica Pier, where they finished the day with a 

two-hour trapeze 
lesson. On day two, 
the group took a 
VIP tour of Warner 
Bros. Studios, 
where they saw 
several movie and 
TV sets. Among 

these excellent activities, the team and the 
advisors planned new fundraisers, community 
service projects, and both personal and chapter 
goals for the upcoming year. The trip ended on a 
very positive note with a newly bonded officer 
team and a promising year ahead.

Atwater FFA Chapter 
Written by Mekayla Coughran, Chapter Reporter

Numerous members of the Atwater High School 
FFA joined together after school to assist with a 
volunteer city and school clean up this past week. 
This event is an extension of Atwater 
Beautification Day in which students took time to 
clean and pick up debris in various areas of the 
city. Students took part in cleaning debris 
throughout the school campus and community 
near the high school. In addition, students took 
part in various school beautification projects. The 
Atwater High School agriculture program and 
FFA is working diligently to expand opportunities 
for student success, personal growth and 
community involvement. 

Ponderosa FFA Chapter 
Written by Brenna Kennealy, Chapter Reporter

Going once, going twice, sold! On June 21, the 
Ponderosa FFA had 100 of its 175 members 
participate in the El Dorado County Fair’s Junior 
Livestock Auction. 

From June 18-21, chapter members spent their 
days showing livestock, and their nights having 
fun with friends at the fairgrounds. This year the 
chapter had a diverse amount of livestock shown, 
from poultry and rabbits, and llamas to steers, we 
had it all!

On the final day of fair, FFA members groomed 
their SAE projects to look their best, dressed in 
their whites and headed to the auction arena. 
There they go to hear the fruits of their labor 
when the auctioneer called out how much they 
got per pound, and went home knowing their 
long hours of working with their animals paid off.

The El Dorado County Fair was a success, and we 
can’t wait to return again next year!

Firebaugh FFA Chapter 
Written by Jacob Phelen, Chapter Reporter

Have you ever felt like you wanted to visit another 
country, and see what its people, their cultures 
and their lives are like? Well, two teenage boys 
from Japan got that opportunity this summer 
when they were granted a trip here to the 

Firebaugh FFA Chapter. Ryo and Kenta are two 
Japanese students who are part of the Future 
Farmers of Japan (FFJ). The FFJ is a club modeled 
after the FFA. Cool, right? Japan is actually the 
only country that has a club like this one. The two 
students go to school in a town called Saitama.  
In their school’s FFJ, they do many projects and 
activities like we do. They have an officer team 
and meetings, and interact with the world of 
agriculture much like us. The members are able to 
do a variety of plant projects and animal projects 
just like in America. They have pig projects, 
turkey projects, sheep projects, and they even 
have a dairy, which is where Kenta spends his 
time raising cows. Ryo prefers doing plant projects 
in the school greenhouse. While here, the boys 
helped with a lot of things. They were able to 
experience the FFA first hand. They were given a 
tour of our school facilities and barn, and helped 
in the orchard and shop, and were able to 
experience life on an American farm. They also 
assisted in the FFA soda booth at our annual 
Harvest Festival. At the end of their visit, they 
dropped by the high school to meet the chapter 
officer team. We ended their stay by presenting 
them with Firebaugh FFA jackets.

Sanger FFA Chapter 
Written by Alicia Heredia, Chapter Reporter

With every new year comes a new beginning, this 
means change. However, for change to happen a 
few individuals 
have to stand up 
and take upon 
them the task of 
bringing this 
change about. 
Change is a goal,  
a goal is a dream, 
and a dream is the 
idea behind genius. As a wise man once said, 
“Genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration” – 
Thomas Edison. Well the 2009-2010 Sanger 
Officer team is a group formed of those few 
individuals who are ready and willing to step up  
to the task of bringing about the change needed 
to take our chapter to the next level. On August 3 
the Sanger Officer team met to take their annual 
officer retreat; this year was to be a three-day, 
two-night camping trip at Dinkey Creek, 
California. During these three days the team 
discussed the past year and ways to improve.  
By holding daily discussions the team 

Chapter Scoops
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brainstormed themes, ideas, goals and a fun 
agenda for the new year. With simple activities 
like memorizing opening/closing lines, revising 
the chapter constitution, planning meetings, 
brainstorming fund raising ideas, learning to write 
and sending ‘thank you’ cards, learning basic 
parliamentary procedure, and participating in 
trust activities the officers learned to work (and 
play) together, even the advisors got involved. 
Learning to work and plan as a team is just the 
first step. With the inspiration, 1%, well in hand 
the team faces a year of hard work and dedication. 
With newly formed bonds and much help and 
support from advisors, achieving the 99% 
perspiration will be a journey to remember. Get 
ready Sanger community, get ready Fresno 
County, get ready Central Valley, the Sanger FFA 
Chapter is going to shake and redefine the nation’s 
understanding of FFA and  
its members.

Clovis FFA Chapter 
Written by Kelli Williamson, Chapter Reporter

The top 20 students of the Clovis FFA chapter 
enjoyed a day of laughter, relaxation and fun at 

Shaver Lake in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. It may 
have been a cloudy day on the 
lake, but it did not prevent the 
Clovis FFA members from 
having a blazing good time. 
They went out on the lake on 
two big party boats. Only one 
member fell into the ice-cold 

water while attempting a yoga pose for a picture 
on a slippery rock, but luckily we still got the 
picture. The fishermen of the trip were a little 
luckier. They caught a total of nine fish. 
Altogether a day on the lake was a great reward 
for the top 20 members of the Clovis FFA. 

Denair FFA Chapter 
Written by Billy Myers, Denair FFA Chapter

From our end-of-the-year award banquet  
to Cam Sylvester, Denair FFA offers leadership 
opportunities to all members who want to 
improve their schools, families and communities. 
At our awards banquet, the first ever Denair FFA 
Silver Yoyo Award was presented to our incoming 
Chapter President, who won the coveted award by 

majority vote when she ran 
a tractor through the Ag 
department, destroying 
fencing and benches in her 
path. Then at our Chapter 
Officer retreat at Pine Crest 
Lake, the 2009-2010 
officers came up with 
innovating ideas for the 

year, along with avoiding snakes in the water, 
which was a fear that some officers had to 
overcome. Our members also worked very hard 
preparing for the Stanislaus County Fair, which 

overall was stressful but rewarding. Finally, our 
members are pumped up and ready for Camp 
Sylvester, our Sectional Leadership camp – a  
great way to incorporate teamwork, good habits 
and leadership to continue Denair FFA’s strive  
for excellence. 

Carpinteria FFA Chapter Scoop 
Written by Michael Buchmiller

A work crew consisting of Carpinteria FFA 
Advisors John Avila and Bradley Miles and FFA 

members Cody 
Huff, Garrett 
Wokal, Curtis 
Drake and Lance 
Duffield joined 
three volunteer 
packers from 
Back Country 
Horsemen of 

California on a six-day trail restoration project. 
Braving the Sierra Nevada wilderness, students 
experienced a different side of public service by 
building and repairing fence and clearing 15 miles 
trails of fallen trees and debris. Students learned 
the value of natural resources, hard work and 
enjoying the luxuries of a real Cow Camp cooking 
provided by the Miles family. 

Paso Robles FFA Chapter 
Written by Lisa Avila, Chapter Historian

“Your future … All systems are go!” Paso Robles 
FFA puts their minds to the test in making a  
10’ 2” robot. 

To start this year off the officer team planned a 
meeting to fit our theme, futuristic. We wanted 
the members to come together and help build the 
robot out of boxes, tin foil, markers and pipe 
cleaners. They had to work together and talk 
about how they were going to make a 5’ 8” officer 
into a 10’ robot. After finally making the robot, 
the tired FFA inventors were served a 
complimentary hot dog! Once we all finished 
eating and mingling with one another we played 
a popular game of Ninja!

Jurupa Valley FFA Chapter 
Written by Heidi Thatje, Chapter Reporter

The Jurupa Valley FFA Chapter found a unique 
way to get the school staff more aware of FFA  
and the chapter. They started a “Jolly Rancher” 
Ag. Fact of the Week. They put the Jolly Rancher 

candies in cellophane 
bag that they tie with 
curling ribbon. Then 
there are two tags that 
have the Ag. Fact and a 
Jurupa Valley Chapter. 
The Jurupa Valley FFA 
officer team puts the 
“Jolly Ranchers” Ag. 
Fact in the staff ’s boxes. The Ag. advisors e-mail 
all of the teachers and ask them if they would 
come up with a creative idea to use their ag fact in 
their lesson plan, then they win a prize. They will 
also be on the website www.JVHSFFA.org as “Jolly 
Rancher” Ag. Fact Teacher of the Week.

lindhurst FFA Chapter 
Written by Delaney Thome, Chapter Reporter

Pumpkins for sale! This year the Lindhurst FFA 
chapter tore down the orchard and planted 
pumpkins during the summer to sell to our 
community to help raise money to send the 2009-
2010 officer team to National Convention in 
October. The pumpkins turned out extraordinary. 
Our advisors where very pleased with them, the 
Lindhurst staff and students were also excited 
about the turn out. All the officers and Ag 
students worked very hard to inform our 
community of our pumpkin patch, at our back-to-
school night they were a big hit. Parents were very 
impressed with our first pumpkin patch. Also the 
Lindhurst chapter sold metal art made by students 
in our Ag welding classes. Our Lindhurst chapter 
also hosted a game night for all students to get  
to know each other better. At our game night we 
played board games, video games and we also 
have a big game of hide-and-seek in the dark.  
It was a blast watching all the students run from 
each other and try to find the best hiding spots. 
We had other activities like movies for those who 
were into just relaxing. 

On October 2 the Lindhurst FFA participated in 
the Yuba Sutter Farm Day in cooperation with the 
local farm bureau. The Lindhurst chapter 
members helped guide elementary students 
around to different booths where they learned 
about local agriculture. Some of our students 
helped put on a presentation on swine, which was 
a great experience for both elementary students 
and for the students teaching. After working at 
the fair our students went to Bishops pumpkin 
patch to relax, cool down and have some fun. 
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There members went on hay rides, tried to find 
their way through the corn maze and watched the 
pig races. It was a fun filled day. 

The FFA has organized its Program of Activities 
for the year and are excited about trying new 
things and participating in upcoming events.  
Stay tuned for our next chapter scoop. 

Holtville FFA Chapter 
Written by: Brook Bradshaw and Devin Lenetti

The Holtville 
FFA chapter 
held an ice 
cream social 
for the 
Greenhands 
of the 
chapter. 
Fifteen 

gallons of ice cream were served to the new 
members of the FFA. It was a great way for them 
to all ask questions directly to the officer team 
who they may have not been informed about and 
to see the way meetings are run. It was a festive 
event with some delicious ice cream. With the 
aroma of hamburgers in the air, approximately 
130 students in FFA T-shirts at the local Holtville 
City Pool, you can only guess that it was the 
Holtville FFA’s first meeting of the 2009-2010 
school year. The members came to enjoy the pool 
as well as volleyball games and hamburgers. The 
highlight of the party most likely was the intense 
volleyball games with about 30 members on each 
side of the net striving to score. Holtville FFA has 
started out the year successful.

Santa Rosa FFA Chapter 
Written by Elizabeth Tepper, Chapter Reporter

Santa Rosa FFA has a one-of-a-kind facility that 
has truly helped the agriculture department grow. 
Last year, we celebrated the grand opening of the 
half-a-million-dollar Veterinary Technology Lab 
that was built on campus. It was modeled after 
one of the learned labs at UC Davis’ VMTH. It is 
fully equipped with stainless steel animal pens, 
grooming equipment, surgical tables, cabinets, 
and fecal and lab stations. This lab has allowed 
students to participate in many hands-on 
activities. Recently, the Animal Anatomy and 
Physiology class dissected full sheep organ 
systems. Veterinary Science students have had the 
opportunity to go and observe spays and neuters 
with local veterinarians, have witnessed ultra 
sounds on goats, and they look forward to 
learning about grooming, watching necropsies 
and hearing and watching guest speakers talk 
about and perform demonstrations and 
procedures. The hands-on labs this facility has 
allowed the students to perform truly helps the 
students grasp what they are learning. This 
amazing facility has sent Santa Rosa FFA above 
and beyond. 

Poway FFA Chapter  
Written by Hollie Boggess, Chapter Reporter

When most 
chapters get 
ready for the 
yearly officer 
retreat they just 
pack their bags 
and go! Here in 
the Poway FFA 
Chapter, we 
decided to things a little differently. Along with a 
new officer team come new personalities, new 
ideas and a fresh slate for the year. What better 
way is there to start off the year than with some 
team bonding? Inspired by our advisor’s decorated 
overalls from her years at Texas A&M, our officer 
team decided to decorated their own pair of 
overalls to wear to the annual Chapter Officer 
Leadership Conference and various chapter 
activities throughout the year.

The decorating experience gave us each a chance 
to get to know each other better, as well as share 
ideas and hopes for the following year. Just as each 
officer brings something unique to our chapter, 
each of our officers brought different ideas and 
artistic talents to the table, which helped make the 
overalls turn out amazing. Through this team 
bonding experience, our officers built teamwork 
skills that will help us guide our chapter through 
another successful year!

Templeton FFA Chapter 
Written by George Schmidt

Templeton FFA started 
off with a bang this 
year! We had our first 
meeting September 9. 
We had a blast with 14 
informational booths 
for parents and FFA 
members to look at. 
These booths displayed the many FFA activities 
and opportunities Templeton FFA offers their 
members. We had the attendees get a punch card 
and receive a stamp every time they would ask  
a question at a booth. Once each member filled 
their punch card they turned it in for a drawing.  
If a member’s card was drawn they would win  
a prize. We also had our Parent Support Club 
barbeque for all the attendants. The most exciting 
part was there were 250 students and parents who 
came to the meeting. We had over half of our 
membership in attendance! 

Elk Grove FFA Chapter 
Written by Sarena Grossjan, Chapter Reporter

Every year since 1979, the Elk Grove FFA Chapter 
has put on the Third Grade Field Day – an event 
that brings 900 third graders, 90 middle schoolers 
and 90 special needs students together to the high 
school barns for a eye-opening day of agriculture 

education. On this day, Elk Grove High FFA 
members are well prepared and excited to teach 
this wide variety of students the basics of 
agriculture and give them a taste of what their 

high school years might include if they were to 
pursue the FFA organization. Booths are scattered 
around the barns where the high school students 
present and exhibit their expertise on chickens, 
rabbits, swine, goats, beef cattle, dairy cattle, 
horses, veggies and fruits, floral, and farm 
machinery. The last Third Grade Field Day was 
on September 24.

lodi FFA Chapter 
Written by Makenzie Humphrey,  
Chapter President

The meeting room will come to order! The Lodi 
FFA No. 1 chapter had 54 members compete in 

the Delta-Cal Section Opening/Closing 
Ceremonies Contest. Six teams consisted of all 
freshmen who earned the Gold Award. The two 
open teams also earned the Gold Award and Lodi 
FFA Team A won the Overall Outstanding Open 
Team Award. Additionally, our Officer Team 
earned a Gold Award and brought home the 
perpetual trophy for Overall Outstanding Officer 
Team Award. It was a great day filled with 
excitement and provided motivation for the 
upcoming year! 

Modesto FFA Chapter 
Written by Jason Mendes, Chapter Reporter

Modesto high school is the second oldest  
high school west of the Mississippi, and it has  
an FFA chapter that is rich in history. The story 
goes that the Lodi chapter beat Modesto by only 
15 minutes to sign the state charter. While 
cleaning the closets in the ag department this  
year, we found several scrapbooks, awards  
and photographs that dated back to the 1930s.  
As we sorted through all the memorabilia, we 
were astonished at the amazing things our chapter 
had accomplished such as having 21 California 
past state officers. 
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Modesto’s theme this upcoming year is 
“Rediscover Success”. Our goal as a chapter is to 
encourage participation throughout our Ag 
department, and to work hard to live up to the 
standards established in years past. Our year has 
started off with a very successful ice cream social 
where freshmen and their families could learn 
more about the FFA. Our chicken BBQ fundraiser 
was a huge success with over 500 tickets sold.  
At Camp Sylvester and COLC our chapter officer 
team shared ideas with other chapter officer 
teams to gain perspective on how other chapters 
increase chapter participation. As the year 
progresses we plan to restore the old scrapbooks 
and put them on display. By displaying our past 
achievements we hope to challenge our members 
to rediscover success in the FFA and pride in their 
local community. Our hope is that all members 
will realize the potential in FFA is unlimited.

Willows FFA Chapter 
Written by Mackenzie Gomes, Chapter Reporter 
and Historian

Like every year, walking 
through the Willows High 
School Ag Department on the 
day of the Fall Homecoming 
Football Game, the aroma of 
tri-tip could be smelled. 
Inside, many busy Willows 
FFA Chapter members were 
preparing tri-tip sandwiches 
for one of their biggest 
fundraisers of the year. 

Members pre-sold sandwiches to business owners 
and community members around town. Then, on 
the day of the sale, the Willows Chapter teamed 
up to prepare over 400 sandwiches in their Ag 
Department on campus. Once the sandwiches 
were fully prepared, they were delivered to 
businesses as well as sold on Willows High School 
campus. This year, the busy members made 
record time, finishing all of the sandwiches in less 
than three hours. Also, this year, members sold 
the most pre-ordered sandwiches ever, a total of 
387! The Willows FFA Chapter started the year off 
right and has planned many more fun activities 
for the year. When it comes to fundraising and 
feeding the community, Willows FFA has “The 
Need To Succeed”!

Santa Maria FFA Chapter 
Written by Carolina Garcia

On October 7, Santa 
Maria FFA had 20 
members and three 
teachers go down to Santa 
Anita Race Track. When 
we arrived at the track, we 
had a tour where we had 

the opportunity to go through the Jockey’s room 
and see their silks. Fortunately, we also had the 
chance to pet a winning horse. Thank you to our 

tour guide Ms. Peige. four lucky students had the 
chance of being in the picture with the “Santa 
Maria H.S. FFA” race winner at the winner’s circle. 
They were Carolina Lua, Yesenia Estrada, Linda 
Sor and Alejandro Gonzalez.

We stayed at the track for five races and we had 
the opportunity to meet Rob Dyrdek from MTV, 
a professional skateboarder who was also enjoying 
the horse races. We also took pictures with the 
jockeys. Thank you to Ms. Pamela Walden who 
made this event memorable and for naming the 
first race of the day “Santa Maria H.S. FFA”. “It was 
awesome taking a picture with the jockey Alex 
Solis the race winner. But, my favorite jockey is 
Christian Santiago Reyes, he was the cutest one,” 
commented Carolina Lua.

After the race we went across the street to CTBA 
where we saw the original silks and trophies of 
Red Pollard and Seabiscuit; we also saw pictures 
of past CTBA presidents. “I liked it a lot – going 
through CTBA. I felt like I went to the past and 
actually experienced what it felt like to be there 
during the 1930s, and after this great experience  
I would like to be a jockey,” said Isela Gamboa. 
Thank you to Rudi Groothedde, CTBA 2009 
president, for his hospitality and his gifts.  
He hopes to make this event an annual event.

Atascadero FFA Chapter 
Written by Kiah Twisselman, Chapter Reporter

The Atascadero FFA was exceptionally busy 
throughout the month of October attending 
conferences, competitions, and other activities 
and events. The officer team has been busy 
preparing for the new year and getting  
members involved. 

On October 4 they attended the Go for the Gold 
Games at Cayucos beach along with five other 
officer teams of the San Luis Obispo Section 
where they participated in team bonding activities 
and won first place in the overall competition!

They continued their quest for knowledge at the 
annual Chapter Officer Leadership Conference 
(COLC) on October 10-11 in Hollister, California. 
Here they met with other officer teams of the 
South Coast Region to brainstorm ideas to bring 
back to their own chapter and learn about each of 
their individual duties as an officer.

On October 12, 36 FFA members participated in 
the first public speaking competition of the year, 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies at Morro Bay 
High School. The officer team placed third, and 
two of the four advanced teams placed second 
and seventh. Bailey Madonna won outstanding 
vice-president and Emily Thompson won 
outstanding treasurer for the advanced team.

Ten freshman FFA members attended this year’s 
Greenhand Conference at the Paso Robles Event 
Center. There they had the opportunity to learn 
more about the FFA organization.

This year was the first year the FFA participated 
in the Colony Days Parade, which took place on 
October 17. Ten members took part in making 
the float as well as riding in the parade. Sixteen 
animals were a part of the float including horses, 
miniature horses, goats, chickens, rabbits, dogs 
and a lamb. The float was a hit with the crowd, 
especially the young children and won first place 
in its category!

From October 17 though October 24, Atascadero 
FFA’s state-winning livestock judging team, 
including Kenneth Block, Jeremy Clay, Skyler 
Robertson and Kiefer Scroggins, attended the 
82nd National Convention to compete in the 
National Livestock Judging Competition. Fifty-
thousand FFA members attended this event from 
all around the country. They placed sixth out of 
43 competing teams and were only two points 
away from qualifying for the world competition is 
Scotland! Kenneth Block also was fifth high 
individual in the nation.

October 28 was the second FFA meeting for the 
year and had a Halloween theme. FFA members 
engaged in theme related games as well as a 
costume contest.

The next upcoming event for the Atascadero FFA 
Chapter is the annual Cow Drop FFA Boosters 
Fundraiser, which will be held at the Atascadero 
Armory. The cow drop is a fundraiser in which a 
bovine is placed in a fenced in grid consisting of 
100 squares. If it happens to defecate in your 
numbered square, then you win the $3,000 
jackpot. Tickets are on sale for $100 and include 
dinner for two and a chance to win $3,000. 
Additional dinner tickets will be sold for $25. This 
evening includes dancing, a raffle, a silent auction, 
and the cow drop event itself and begins at 5 p.m. 
If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, 
contact Kyle Dadson at (805) 703-0574 as soon  
as possible.

Vista FFA Chapter 
Written by Kenneth Molnar, Chapter Reporter

The economy has 
plummeted and with it 
education has been cut 
back dramatically. In the 
state of California it is 
exceptionally bad. The 
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Vista FFA was very disappointed to hear that 
agriculture education was cut back drastically at 
the elementary level in our district. One particular 
set of kindergarten classes called for help. Last 
spring, the Vista FFA chapter heard that call for 
the help and took action. The youngsters couldn’t 
afford to go on a field trip to the San Diego Wild 
Animal Park and had barely enough resources to 
teach the students about agriculture from a book. 
As we all know, agriculture isn’t something you 
can just read from a book; it’s a hands-on 
experience! We decided to invite the kindergarten 
classes come to us at the Vista High School 
agriculture site. So that’s what they did!  
On May 22, over a 150 kindergarteners showed 
up with the intent to learn about the world of 
agriculture. We split the classes into groups and 
sent them out to different stations. The kids got a 
hands-on experience learning about goats, steers, 
pigs, rabbits, lambs and chickens. We also had a 
plant station, and much to our surprise, many of 
the kindergarteners didn’t know where plants 
came from. We showed the kids how to plant 
seeds and had them plant their very own 
Campbell’s “Grow Your Own Soup” tomatoes.  
We used this unique occasion to help develop  
the leadership skills of fellow FFA students. The 
students organized, ran and monitored the entire 
event with the supervision of our advisor, Mrs. 
Benner. In the end, many kindergarteners came 
up to our chapter members to tell us how excited 
they were to learn about animals and plants while 
being able to touch and feel them. From the 
success of the day, it seems many future FFA 
members where made!

Foothill FFA Chapter 
Written by Hilario Barriga, Chapter Reporter

“Learn, serve, inspire” is this year’s theme for the 
Foothill FFA. Over the summer of 2009 the 
Foothill FFA livestock show teams had the 
opportunity to hold open showmanship practices 
for all students exhibiting animals at the Kern 
County Fair from a variety of school in our 
district. Lamb, hog and even goat practices for all 
interested students were conducted at the school 
farm and at students’ homes at least twice a week. 
In our practices, our advisers and parents take 
time from their busy schedules to help students 

become better showman. “The best thing about 
our practices is that it is a community effort; the 
adults in the community team up to help the 
students in the community,” said chapter 
president, Bianca Ramirez. Students used the 
learned techniques with success at this year’s  
Kern County Fair.

Johansen FFA Chapter

Johansen FFA was proud and honored to have 
seven students attend the 87th National FFA 
Convention. Seniors Kim Arais, Jordan Dajani, 
Cody Massengill, Tara Perry and Craig Puckett, 
Junior Angela Roso, and American Farmer Degree 
recipient Weston Soto, along with Advisor Mrs. 
Burris all left Sacramento International Airport at 
11:58 on October 16. They were part of the 
California group that attended Excellence in 
Presentations New York/Boston marathon pre-
convention trip. They saw incredible sites in New 
York City such as Grants Tomb, Wall Street, 
Ground Zero, Ellis Island, Liberty Island, the 
Empire State Building and much more. In upstate 
New York they visited West Pointe and FDR’s 
Library and home, Hyde Park. In Boston they 
walked the Freedom trail and toured Fenway Park. 
They arrived in Indianapolis, Indiana for the 87th 
National Convention to “Shout Out Loud” with 
over 50,000 other FFA members from all over the 
United States, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Johansen FFA is very proud to announce that they 
had two American Farmer Degree recipients, 
Ciera Lucas and Weston Soto. This honor was 
even greater because our advisors, Mrs. Burris 
and Mr. Gerhardt’s had American Degree 
Recipients at home as well as at school.  
Mrs. Burris’s daughter, Katie Burris Hughson FFA 
and Mr. Gerhardt’s son, Bryce Gerhardt Oakdale 
FFA, were also American Degree Recipients.

newman FFA Chapter 
Written by Cheyenne Bueno, Chapter Reporter

If you can dodge a wrench, you can dodge a ball. 
The place to be on September 29 was the 
Newman FFA Chapter Meeting and fun night. 
Not only was it a successful first monthly meeting 
with over 100 members who attended, but 
combined with the meeting we had an awesome 
dodge ball tournament! This year Newman FFA 
really wanted our first meeting to jump start a 
year of fun and excitement, which we definitely 
did. There were 22 teams, of four players each, 
who battled it out for the number one spot. Not 
only did the winners earn their bragging rights as 
dodge ball champs, but they also received Jamba 
Juice gift cards. Starting the year off with an overly 
fun first activity has really made our FFA 
members excited for every FFA event to come!

Chapter Scoops
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FYI
CULTURAL FACTS

• Montana has 11 
American Indian tribes 
living on seven 
reservations: Blackfeet, 
Crow, Flathead, Fort 
Belknap, Fort Peck, 
Northen Cheyenne and 
Rocky Boy’s Indian 
Reservations.

• Together, they make 
up about 6 percent of 
Montana’s population.

• Some 65 percent of 
American Indians in 
Montana live on 
reservations.  

• American Indian tribe 
governments are 
organized very 
similarly to state or 
local governments.

Montana’s AMERICAN INDIAN members showcase their culture

the TribeTeachings of

A
n interesting aspect to the National 

FFA Organization is the unique 

qualities of each chapter. Some 

chapters are found in small towns, some in the 

absolute “middle of nowhere,” and some are 

right in the center of a major American city. 

And in Montana, there are FFA chapters 

that operate on American Indian reservations.

“We have seven reservations across 

Montana and six FFA chapters on them,” 

explains Bill Jimmerson, state advisor for 

the Montana FFA Association. “Those chapters 

represent six percent of our state’s membership.” 

For these FFA members, Jimmerson says, 

getting involved has meant doing a lot of the 

same things that kids in chapters anywhere 

else in the country might do – taking classes 

like horticulture, animal science, welding 

and woodworking, for example, or raising 

pigs, sheep, horses and chickens.

But it has also meant exposure to subjects 

that might not seem so ordinary to other FFA 

members across the country.

“Several years ago, we wanted to find a 

way to encourage students on reservations 

to be successful FFA members,” Jimmerson 

says. “To do so, we had to find a way to connect 

the FFA mission with their culture.”

The result was the FFA American Indian 

Career Development Event (CDE), the only 

one of its kind across the country. 

The objective of the American Indian 

CDE, for those who participate, is to educate 

the audience – be it at an elementary school, 

the state FFA convention or even the national 

FFA convention – about agriculture in 

American Indian life. 

“We’ve seen all types of programs,” 

Jimmerson says. “The chapters have 

discussed how their ancestors used native 

plants, what their symbols represent, how 

they utilize the buffalo, medicinal 

techniques of the tribe or even the clothing 

of the American Indian.” 

Each chapter selects a topic that interests 

them, then the members work together to 

prepare a 15-minute presentation and take 

it to other schools to teach those students 

about their tribe. 

“In Montana, every school has to do 

something to help teach about the American 

Indian culture,” Jimmerson says. “This works 

perfectly with our program, and many 

schools request our FFA chapters to come.”

And the benefits are two-fold. 

“The school children learn about Montana 

history and culture, and the FFA members 

become better presenters and leaders,” 

he explains.

The challenge? For most of the American 

Indian members, it’s not a subject they know 

much about. Few live on farms, and most have 

little personal experience with traditional 

American Indian practices. 

Photography by J. Kyle Keener
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The American Indian FFA members dress in tribal clothing for their 
presentations, and some use their native wear to descrine how agricultural 
products were used to make headdresses, moccasins and clothing. 



“I’ve been told that the tribe’s 

elders also really like our program, 

since their children are learning 

more about their own cultrue and 

history,” Jimmerson explains.  

Laura Moore, former advisor of 

the Plenty Coups FFA chapter, agrees. 

“These students study hard,” 

Moore says. “It takes time – usually 

a month of solid research.”

As they prepare, the students 

also study traditional singing, 

American Indian dancing and, 

of course, public speaking.

Although the program is year-

round, the chapters really step up 

their practice for the state competition, 

held as part of the Montana FFA 

Convention. 

“The American Indian chapters 

perform at the convention delegate 

session, where the judges evaluate 

their performance,” Jimmerson 

explains. “A state winner is chosen, 

and they perform again at the big 

session that evening.”

Among these chapters, 

competition is fierce, and winning 

state is a big honor. For one, it 

means a trip to the national FFA 

convention in Indianapolis. 

“We have a state sponsor who 

pays to send the winning chapter to 

the national convention,” Jimmerson 

says. “And we’ve been fortunate 

that they have been able to perform 

while there – as part of the National 

FFA Talent Revue or even in a 

hallway near the career show.”

The benefits of the American 

Indian program have expanded 

beyond their CDE, Jimmerson says. 

Last year, the Lame Deer FFA 

Chapter had its first State FFA 

Degree recipients, and another 

student won the state 

entrepreneurship award. Another 

American Indian chapter had a 

state finalist in the public speaking 

career development event.

“It’s been amazing to see these 

FFA members grow,” Jimmerson 

says. “Because of this program, we 

are seeing more American Indian 

students get involved with other FFA 

programs and become leaders, which 

is, of course, our ultimate goal.”
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Dancing is an important part of the American Indian way of life, and during the 2009 National FFA Convention, members of the
Browning FFA Chapter from Montana performed a tribal dance as part of the talent revue.
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Kristin, a recent high school graduate, was chosen in 2008 as the 

North Dakota State FFA Agri-Entrepreneur winner. She owns and 

operates her own floral business, “A Daisy A Day,” which is also 

her supervised agricultural experience program (SAE). Kristin is 

now attending the University of Mary in Bismarck, N.D., as a 

history education major. 

Kristin Ripplinger
Chapter: McClusky FFA

Cole, an eighth grader, has participated in the parliamentary 

procedure, FFA Creed, natural resources and livestock evaluation 

career development events (CDEs). In livestock evaluation, he has 

been named high individual two years in a row at the area level. 

Cole holds the Discovery degree and has served as both chapter 

president and an area FFA officer. 

Cole Harper
Chapter: Irwin County FFA

Meghan, has extended her love of horses to her FFA involvement. 

She placed first in the state hippology and horse judging CDEs and 

raises horses for her SAE. This past year, she was named the state 

winner in the equine science proficiency area. Meghan is currently 

a freshman at Virginia Tech, majoring in animal science. She plans 

to pursue a career in veterinary medicine.  

Meghan Mullins
Chapter: Clintwood FFA

Susan, a high school graduate, credits her agriculture teachers 

for her success in FFA. She says they encouraged her to become 

more active, and it made all the difference for her. Susan received 

her State FFA Degree and served as both president and secretary 

of her chapter. She also placed first in the agricultural service CDE 

at the state level. 

Susan Smith
Chapter: Pine High FFA

Cally, a high school senior, is helping to organize her chapter’s 75th 

anniversary by developing alumni lists and looking through FFA 

scrapbooks from years past. Her multiple FFA achievements include 

serving as the FFA Harvest Queen, being named outstanding 

member for three years and receiving her State FFA Degree. She 

also enjoys photography and landscaping projects.

Cally Bengston
Chapter: Jesup FFA

Gabriel has enjoyed learning career skills through his involvement 

with FFA. Through his SAE, he raised plantains and sold his 

products locally. He has also been involved with his family’s dairy 

farm and has earned his State FFA Degree. A recent high school 

graduate, Gabriel is attending the State University of Puerto Rico 

to study veterinary technology.  

Gabriel Valentin
Chapter: Manuel Mendez Liciaga FFA
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FYI
LEVY’S FAVORITES
During his trips home 
this year, Levy might 
be found playing 
football, soccer or 
video games. Learn 
more about this 
California native.

Food: Italian

Ice cream: 
Rainbow sherbet

Personal hero: 
Parents

Animal: Cheetah

Sports team: 
Tennessee Titans

Color: Blue

Board game: Monopoly

Smell: Cinnamon

CDE: Prepared 
Public Speaking

Levy Randolph lived with his family on a 

military base in Japan for 10 years, before 

moving to Hemet, Calif., in 2003. He’d never 

even heard of FFA before, but quickly joined 

and established a diverse supervised 

agriculture experience (SAE), with projects 

ranging from poultry processing to 

agricultural education. Today, Levy is serving 

as the 2009-2010 National FFA President, an 

experience he finds surreal yet rewarding.

Q How did you first get introduced 

to the National FFA Organization? 

A 
My friend actually told me to sign up for 

an agriculture class so we could hang 

out. So I did. My advisor, Mr. Wilson, 

Randolph
National FFA President

Levy

offered our class the chance to memorize and 

present the FFA Creed in class for an “A” on 

our report card. So of course, I wanted to get 

the “A.” After presenting the Creed, I was 

asked to represent our chapter in the FFA 

Creed Career Development Event, where I 

placed first! From there, I just decided to get 

more involved. I ran for offices, joined judging 

teams and developed my SAE. 

QAs a high school student, you balanced 

FFA with three sports. How did you 

manage your time? 

A 
In high school, I used two dry-erase 

board calendars. One was for my school, 

FFA and extracurricular activities, and 

the other was for my personal life. I kept them 

next to each other on my wall so I could easily 

compare and make sure I wouldn’t have any 

conflicts. Also, it’s important to understand 

that we often have to make choices as to how 

we manage our time between friends, sports, 

work, family, church and more. Something 

often has to give, and that’s OK. Just stay true 

to your choices and follow through on what 

you set out to do.

QHow do you and your teammates 

plan to Lead Out Loud this year?

A
Our team has a great respect for 

agriculture and FFA, and this year we 

really want to focus on bringing FFA 

and agriculture even closer together. For 

example, we plan to incorporate 

agriculturally based curriculum in our 

workshops for state conventions or in our 

keynotes and conversations with students. 

We really want to continue to understand the 

agriculture industry and help members 

explore the opportunities in agriculture that 

will provide a perfect fit for them. Also, we 

look forward to celebrating the 40th year of 

women in FFA. 
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2. ANIMAL CYTOLOGISTS

These scientists work with 

animal cells, studying their 

structure, function, life history and 

more. Many focus on determining 

the causes of animal diseases and 

typically work in laboratories.

A four-year degree is required 

to work in this field with knowledge 

of agriculture, biology, chemistry 

and computers emphasized. 

Graduate degrees are encouraged.

3. EQUINE SCIENTISTS

Those of you with a passion 

for horses may find this career 

enticing. An equine scientist might 

serve as a horse trainer, working 

with leisure and athletic horses, or 

could supervise their food intake, 

breeding and rehabilitation. 

A bachelor’s degree is usually 

necessary to obtain a job in equine 

science. Students aspiring to become 

equine scientists are likely to study 

reproduction, nutrition, physiology 

and behavior. – Jessica Walker

Careers
Creature-Focused

3 potential occupations 
in the animal science industry

D
o you enjoy working with 

animals? Are you intrigued 

by your science classes – 

biology, chemistry and physics? If 

so, a future career in the animal 

science industry might be a good 

choice for you. 

Chances are, when you think 

of animal science you probably 

immediately think of veterinarians, 

but there are a variety of additional 

opportunities you can go after in 

this field – like these three.

1. ANIMAL NUTRITIONISTS

Animal nutritionists create 

diets for mammals, birds and fish, 

making sure their feed is 

nutritious and appropriate, based 

on the age and type of the animal. 

Some nutritionists work directly 

with animals, maybe at a zoo, 

farm or research facility. Other 

nutritionists focus on doing 

research – often for new feeds 

or to study animal diets.

Typically, a bachelor’s degree 

is necessary to obtain an entry-

level position in the animal 

nutrition field. To work in 

management or conduct 

research, a graduate degree 

is usually required.

Visit the online version of this 
story for links to animal science 
career resources. 

ffanewhorizons.orgffanewhorizons.org





Kentucky ALUMNUS is the National FFA 
Organization’s new chief operating officer

ArmstrongDr. Dwight

I
n a series of events he calls‚ 

coming full circle, Dr. Dwight 

Armstrong recently joined the 

National FFA staff as its chief 

operating officer. 

Armstrong, a former FFA 

member from Kentucky, has enjoyed 

a successful career in the animal 

nutrition industry, with a recent 

emphasis on global markets. In 1999, 

Armstrong was reintroduced to FFA by 

being a part of the National FFA 

Foundation Sponsors’ Board, an 

experience he says helped him 

reconnect with the organization. 

Now, he begins his new role of 

ensuring future FFA members have 

the same opportunities he had. 

Learn more about Armstrong’s 

FFA background and goals for 

the organization.

Q What motivated 

you to join FFA? 

A 
Being a part of FFA was 

natural for my brothers and 

me. We grew up on a farm 

where tobacco, pigs and cows were 

our family’s primary source of 

income, so we were already involved 

in agriculture. And I must credit our 

agriculture teacher, Ray Fowler, for 

helping motivate my brothers and me 

to become involved in FFA. Because of 

his influence, my brothers and I all 

saw the value of being an FFA 

member. We each served as president 

of our local chapter, and my younger 

brother was a state FFA officer.

Q How did FFA prepare 

you for your career?

A 
The highlight of my FFA 

experience was being a 

member of the state-winning 

parliamentary procedure team in 

1968. It was thrilling to win, but 

learning proper parliamentary 

procedure and working as a team were 

both experiences that have proven 

valuable in my career. 

Q What advice do you have 

for FFA members who are 

beginning to think about life 

after high school?

A 
When I left high school, I was 

very focused on agricultural 

education and FFA. College 

gave me a broader perspective, and 

people there offered me other campus 

activities and even different career 

paths to consider. Since I wasn’t 

around FFA any more, I had 

disconnected myself from it. I hope 

to encourage current members that 

Collegiate FFA and FFA Alumni are 

good opportunities to stay involved 

with FFA, after high school. 

Q Your previous careers have 

taken you to all parts of the 

world. What role do you believe 

FFA should play in the global 

marketplace?

A 
I’ve had the opportunity to 

work with a lot of countries 

in the global market, and I 

believe agricultural education has 

the opportunity to be an aligning 

force to educate consumers about 

agriculture. My advice for today’s 

students is to take advantage of 

every global opportunity you may 

have. Take foreign languages, go on 

international trips and study abroad.

Q What is one of your personal 

goals for FFA that you hope 

to achieve in your new position?

A 
We have nearly one million 

students enrolled in 

agricultural education, but 

only half of them are FFA members. 

One of my goals is to make sure 

those other students know the 

opportunities in FFA and that we 

encourage others to participate in 

FFA by increasing our diversity in 

all of our programs and services. 

I strongly feel that FFA can play 

a key role in helping align all the 

sectors of agriculture, in 

representing the positive influence 

American agriculture has on 

meeting our local, state, national 

and global food needs.
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Dr. Dwight Armstrong, chief operating officer for the national FFA organization. PHOTO BY J .  K YLE KEENER
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Click on In This Issue for 
more from our interview 
with Dr. Dwight Armstrong.
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Speed Dial
Safety on

Be responsible and respectful 
with your CELL PHONE

W
hen used appropriately, 

cell phones are useful 

and beneficial tools – in 

fact, they can be downright handy 

sometimes! 

On the flip side, these fun 

devices can also be detrimental to 

your safety and well being, and can 

Have a strong opinion about 
cell phone etiquette? Go online 
to ffanation.ffa.org to discuss 
this topic in our forum.

even make you appear rude and 

inconsiderate when used at 

inappropriate times.

But don’t worry – it’s easy to 

stay safe and use proper etiquette 

when using your cell phone. All you 

have to do is check out the tips listed 

below before you make another call 

or type out your next text.

SAFETY FIRST

If you’re behind the wheel, don’t 

text. Ask yourself if sending that 

message is worth risking your life 

or someone else’s. Chances are, the 

answer is no. If you must text, pull 

over and put the vehicle in 

park. In many states, you can 

even be ticketed by the police 

for texting while driving. 

Avoid talking on your cell 

phone or sending texts while 

walking alone at night. You 

could be too distracted to notice 

a thief or other assailants who 

may be approaching.

When operating any sort of 

machinery or equipment – whether 

it’s a lawn mower, a treadmill or a 

tractor – focus on the task at hand 

by putting your cell phone away. 

Failing to do so could result in harm 

to yourself or someone else.

EASY ETIQUETTE

If someone is trying to have a 

conversation with you, don’t be 

chatting with others via text 

message. It’s rude and tells the 

person you’re face-to-face with that 

they aren’t important enough to 

receive your full attention.

When dining with others, either 

at home or at a restaurant, avoid 

using your cell phone. Especially 

consider putting your phone away 

when placing an order at an eatery 

– not only will the server or cashier 

feel disrespected, they may refuse to 

serve you or send you to the back of 

the line.

Have private conversations in 

an appropriate – meaning, private – 

place. Others may feel uncomfortable 

overhearing a serious or emotional 

conversation, so try to save those 

more intimate talks for your own 

home. If you absolutely must have a 

personal chat in public, find a quiet 

corner or an empty area.

 – Jessica Walker

FFA healthy lifestyles  cell phone safety
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