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IU Simon Cancer Center director earns
Indiana University President's Medal

Stephen Williams, MD, director of the Indiana University
Melvin and Bren Simon Cancer Center, has been awarded

the Indiana University President's Medal
for Excellence by IU President Michael A.
McRobbie.

Dr. Williams earned the award, one of the
highest honors an IU president can
bestow, during the dedication ceremony
of the cancer center's new patient care
building on Aug. 21. (See a photo album
of events related to the building's
opening.)

Dr. Williams, HH Gregg Professor of Oncology at the IU
School of Medicine, has been director of the cancer center
since its establishment in 1992.

In presenting the award to Dr. Williams, President
McRobbie said, "Dr. Williams, this university is very proud of
you. As an alumnus of the Indiana University School of
Medicine, as its associate dean for cancer research, and as
the HH Gregg Professor of Oncology, you have contributed
three decades of excellent work to this great institution.
Your longtime study and treatment of testicular and ovarian
cancers, and your investigations into the effects of these
illnesses on patients and their families, have added
substantial knowledge to your field. In addition, your
leadership was instrumental in this center's designation as a
National Cancer Institute clinical cancer center.

"Thus, it is with great pride that I bestow upon you the
President's Medal for Excellence, which symbolizes the
aspirations and ideals that are the foundation of the search
for knowledge," McRobbie added.

Under Dr. Williams' guidance, the center was recognized in
1999 by the National Cancer Institute (NCI) as one of the
elite cancer research institutions in the country, a
designation that was renewed in 2004 and 2008. The IU
Simon Cancer Center is Indiana's only NCI-designated
center that provides patient care.

He also has overseen increased research funding for the
cancer center. Funding from the NCI, the National Institutes

http://cancer.iu.edu/news/openingevents.php


HTML Online Version

HTML Online Version.htm[11/23/2016 1:46:32 PM]

of Health, and other external sources has grown from $16
million in 1994 to $75 million today.

Dr. Williams has more than doubled the number of scientists
affiliated with the cancer center. More than 220 investigators
now focus on finding cancer treatments.

Under Dr. William's leadership, the center implemented the
IU Simon Cancer Center Translational Research
Acceleration Collaboration (ITRAC), a new and
novel approach to project management that has resulted in
enhanced extramural research funding and - most
importantly - new clinical trial opportunities for patients. 

Dr. Williams is a clinical researcher with national recognition
for his expertise in the use of cisplatin in the treatment of
ovarian germ cell tumors. He is recognized in America's Top
Doctors in Cancer and during his tenure the center has
consistently ranked among the top clinical programs in the
country in U.S. News & World Report.

Dr. Williams has delivered two plenary sessions at the
American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) national
meetings - a noteworthy number - and has served in
numerous leadership roles with the Eastern Cooperative
Gynecologic Oncology Group, the regional ASCO working
group for clinical trial coordination. As recently as July 2007,
Dr. Williams and his colleagues published research in the
New England Journal of Medicine, demonstrating that 60
percent of relapsed testis cancer patients could be
successfully treated with high-dose chemotherapy and
stem-cell rescue. 

He entered the IU School of Medicine in 1967, followed by
his IU residencies (1971-72 and 1975-76) and his IU
fellowship (1976-78). Dr. Williams was the first appointed
oncologist at the Indianapolis Veterans Administration
Medical Center in 1978 and only the second medical
oncologist to serve on the Indiana University School of
Medicine faculty. He was named associate dean for cancer
research at the IU School of Medicine in 2007.

The President's Medal for Excellence is a reproduction in
fine silver of the symbolic jewel of office worn by the IU
president at ceremonial occasions. Criteria for recipients
include distinction in public service, service to IU,
achievement in a profession, and/or extraordinary merit and
achievement in the arts, humanities, science, education,
and industry. Full chronoligical list of medal recipients. 
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A new chapter in cancer
care

Aug. 27: inpatient rooms
opened

Sept. 2: clinics open

Sept. 3: surgical suites
open

Take a look

Watch the dedication
ceremony

View a photo album
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IUSCC patient building opens

Wednesday was a historic day for Hoosiers. The Indiana
University Melvin and Bren Simon Cancer Center, the
state's only National
Cancer Institute-
designated cancer
center that provides
patient care,
welcomed its first
inpatients into the new
$150 million adult
cancer patient care
building.

The outpatient clinics
open on Sept. 2 and
surgical suites on
Sept. 3.

The building was
dedicated on Aug. 21
during a formal
ceremony hosted by
Indiana University and
Clarian Health. (See the link below to view the dedication.)

Distinguished guests included
Melvin and Bren Simon,
Indianapolis philanthropists,
who contributed $25 million to
the building project and $25
million to establish the Joshua
Max Simon Cancer Research
Fund. The endowment will
provide funding for cancer
research and facilitate the
recruitment of new faculty
members to the IUSCC.

The dedication ceremony
included the unveiling of a
bronze bust of Joshua Simon,
the late son of Melvin and
Bren Simon; the conferral of

an honorary degree to Mrs. Simon; the reading of a poem
composed for the dedication by Larry Cripe, MD; and the
presentation of an Indiana University President's Medal to
Stephen D. Williams, MD (see story).

In late July, about 1,500 people visited the new patient

http://broadcast.iu.edu/ceremon/simon08/index.html
http://cancer.iu.edu/news/openingevents.php
http://editor.ne16.com/htmleditor/vO.aspx?FileID=189170
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building during the three-day open house celebration for
employees and the public.

The festivities began July 24 -- which Indianapolis Mayor
Greg Ballard declared as "IU Simon Cancer Center Day" in
Indianapolis -- when employees got their first look. On July
25 and 26 -- proclaimed as "IU Simon Cancer Center Days"
in Indiana by Gov. Daniels -- the public took in its first view
of the building.
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Core Spotlight 

Transgenic and Knockout Mouse Core

The Transgenic and Knockout Mouse Core, established in
1990, provides timely and cost-efficient services in the
production of transgenic mice and knockout mice for use in
basic science research.

Loren Field, PhD, the core's director, explained the
differences between transgenic mice and knockout mice. A
transgenic mouse is one "that you add a piece of DNA that
wasn't there formerly," while a knockout mouse is one in
which scientists have modified a gene that was already
present, he said.

Genetically engineered mice are regarded to be essential
tools in understanding human diseases.

Located in R4, the core's services include:

the production of transgenic mice (via pronuclear
injection of recombinant DNA molecules)
the production of knockout mice (via homologous
recombination in ES cells)
advice concerning construction of transgenic and
gene targeting constructs, animal breeding, and
maintenance of the resulting mouse colonies

For transgenic mouse production, investigators provide the
DNA construct to the core. For knockout mouse production,
the core provides three types of services: ES cell
transfection, blastocysts injections, and rapid germ line
breeding.

The core also offers embryo and sperm preservation and
chimeric services.

For more information about the Transgenic and Knockout
Mouse Core, contact William Carter at 278-0163.
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News Briefs 

U.S. News & World Report recognizes IUSCC

One cancer program in Indiana has been ranked by U.S.
News & World Report in its
2008 publication of America's
Best Hospitals.

Cancer clinical care programs
at Clarian Health, including
those at the Indiana University
Melvin and Bren Simon Cancer
Center, ranked #34 in the
magazine's "2008 America's
Best Hospitals" guide. 

The guide is accessible online. 

Overall, 11 clinical programs at Clarian Health ranked
among the top 50 national programs, according to the
guide. Clarian's Methodist Hospital and Indiana University
Hospital were the only central Indiana hospitals included in
the rankings and are among only 170 hospitals recognized
out of the 5,453 evaluated nationwide.

"These rankings once again demonstrate the dedication to
quality care and service by the Clarian Health and school of
medicine physicians and faculty, caregivers, and staff. I
commend all those who make this partnership a successful
contributor to the health of Hoosiers and to our life sciences
initiative," D. Craig Brater, M.D., dean of the Indiana
University School of Medicine and IU vice president for life
sciences, said.

Board-certified specialists from across the country rank
hospitals based on reputation, a mortality index, advanced
technology capabilities, credentialing by professional
bodies, and nursing care. Hospitals must also meet one of
three requirements for eligibility for ranking: affiliation with a
medical school, membership in the Council of Teaching
Hospitals, or having a minimum of at least six of 13
advanced technologies available.

President Bush picks Dr. Champion to National Cancer
Advisory Board

Victoria L. Champion, RN, DNS, FAAN, has been appointed
to the National Cancer Advisory Board (NCAB) by President

http://www.usnews.com/besthospitals
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Champion

George Bush.

NCAB is an 18-member board that advises the secretary of

the Department of Health and Human
Services and the director of the National
Cancer Institute. Members review and
recommend grants and cooperative
agreements, following technical and
scientific peer review. Members include
leaders from the health and scientific
disciplines as well as the fields of public
policy, law, health policy, economics and
management, and the environment. 

"Because of recent scientific advances, we stand at the
threshold of dramatically improving the cancer health of our
nation," Dr. Stephen Williams, director of the IU Simon
Cancer Center and HH Gregg Professor of Oncology at the
IU School of Medicine, said. "Dr. Champion brings a wealth
of leadership experience to the National Cancer Advisory
Board and will serve the administration well in these times
of great challenge but also great opportunity."

Dr. Champion's research in behavioral oncology has
provided a significant knowledge base from which to
develop interventions that encourage primary and
secondary cancer prevention activities, leading to the
discovery of cancer at earlier and more curable stages.

Her research has been funded by NIH for more than two
decades, and she is using interactive technology to test
format delivery and cost-effectiveness for breast cancer
screening. Champion is also studying quality-of-life issues in
breast cancer survivors and pilot testing interventions to
increase patient/provider communication.

She directs the Cancer Control Program for the IU Simon
Cancer Center, serves as associate dean for research at
the IU School of Nursing, and recently was appointed to the
Indiana Executive Board for Tobacco. She'll serve on the
NCAB until 2014. 

V Foundation awards grant to Farag

Sherif Farag, MD, PhD, is a recipient of a three-year,
$600,000 Translational Research Grant from the V
Foundation for Cancer Research. Farag, Hal Broxmeyer,
PhD, and David Jones, PhD, will collaborate to address the
significant clinical problem of delayed engraftment following
umbilical cord blood (UCB) transplantation in adult patients
with hematological cancers, who for a lack of a readily
available donor, are not able to access the curative potential
of allogeneic stem cell transplantation. The project will
investigate the clinical efficacy of CD26 (an enzyme)
inhibition to speed up engraftment after UCB transplantation
in patients with hematological cancers in a phase II clinical
trial. Results from this trial may offer patients with blood
cancers safer and more readily available treatments. The V
Foundation awarded seven grants among 53 proposals.

Special rates for IUSCC members at Oncology

http://www.jimmyv.org/
http://www.jimmyv.org/


HTML Online Version

HTML Online Version.htm[11/23/2016 1:49:20 PM]

Congress

The Oncology Congress is extending a special rate to IU
Simon Cancer Center members for the Sept. 25-28 event in
San Francisco. When registering simply use priority code
IU. Physicians pay $395, nurses and other clinicians pay
$195, fellows and residents are complimentary. Register
now. Pat Loehrer, MD, congress chairman who
programmed the conference and its speakers, will present a
case study on testis cancer and a session on pancreatic
cancer. Richard Foster, MD, will present on renal cell
cancer, Peter Johnstone, MD, on integrative medicine, and
Bruce Robb, MD, on colon cancer.

IUSCC's tissue bank collects samples at summer
events

This summer has been busy for the Susan G. Komen for the
Cure Tissue Bank at the IU Simon Cancer Center. The
tissue bank collected 93 samples at the Indiana Black
Expo's INShape Indiana Black & Minority Health Fair and
134 at the Indiana
State Fair in the
Clarian Healthy Living
Pavilion. To date, the
tissue bank and its predecessor, Mary Ellen's Tissue Bank,
have collected a total of 5,291 samples, which includes
tissue, DNA, serum, and plasma. The tissue bank collects
samples from women with and without breast cancer, which
could lead to a better understanding of the disease. Blood
and tissue samples taken from women without breast
cancer are especially helpful because there are few
collections of so-called "normal" specimens. The bank will
ultimately give researchers valuable and unprecedented
research data. The tissue bank is next collecting tissue
samples from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20 at Ology
Spa at Clarian North. For more information, contact Casey
Allen, 274-0594.

Cancer-Free Lungs run, walk is Sept. 27  

Cancer-Free Lungs, formerly Lungs for Life, is hosting its
fifth annual 5K Run/Walk and One-Mile Family Walk
Saturday, Sept. 27. The race begins at the corner of
Michigan Street and Barnhill Drive on the IUPUI campus.
Entry fees are $20 per person before Sept. 12; $25 after
Sept. 12. For more information, visit here.

New members

Janna Z. Andrews, MD
Affiliate member
Department of Radiation
Oncology
 
Naga Chalasani, MD
Full member, Molecular
Carcinogenesis
Division of Gastroenterology
& Hepatology
Department of Medicine

Erika Rager, MD, MPH
Associate member,
Cancer Control
Department of Surgery 

Shivani Srivastava, MD

Associate member,
Hematopoesis,
Microenvironment, and

https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=619&CampaignCode=EM51C
mailto:calallen@iupui.edu
mailto:calallen@iupui.edu
http://www.lungsforlife5k.org/Indy5k.shtml
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Indra Das, PhD 
Affiliate Member 
Department of Radiation
Oncology

Vadim Moskvin, PhD
Affiliate Member 
Department of Radiation
Oncology

 

 
Immunology 
Division of
Hematology/Oncology
Department of Medicine

Diane M. Von Ah, PhD
Full member, Cancer
Control  
Division of
Hematology/Oncology
Department of Medicine

New grants
 
Curt Balch, PhD
Targeting of Ovarian Cancer-
Initiating Cells by Epigenetic
Therapies
Ovar’Coming Together 

Darron Brown, MD
HPV in Adolescent Women
NIH-NIAID  

Janet Carpenter, PhD
Breathe – Intervention for Hot
Flashes, Interference, and
Associated Outcomes
NIH-NCI  

Wade Clapp, MD
Indiana Medical Scientist/Engingeer
Training Program
NIH-NIGMS

Wade Clapp, MD
Preclinical Testing of Targeted
Therapies for Neurofibromas
NIH-NINDS 

Kenneth Cornetta, MD
National Gene Vector Biorepository
and Coordinating Center at Indiana
University
NIH-NCRR

Oscar Cummings, MD
LCM & 2D PAGE in Early Detection
of Pancreatic Cancer
Purdue University 

Magdalena Czader, MD,
PhD
Development of Diagnostic Arrays to
Diagnose Lymphoma Subtypes
Based on Gene Expression Profiling
Duke University 

Anthony Firulli, PhD 
Lineage Analysis and Functional
Redundancy of Hand Factors
American Heart Midwest 

David P. Gilley, PhD
Telomerase and Telomere
Dysfunction in Breast Cancer
Progenitor Cells
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer

 

Hua Lu, MD, PhD
Role of Ribosomal Proteins in
Regulating c-Myc
NIH-NCI

Mary Alice Maluccio,
MD, PhD
The Absolute Impact of Liver
Transplantation on
Hepatocellular Cancer Survival
Clarian Health

Marcia Shew, MD, PhD
Behavioral and Virologic Impact
of HPV Immunization
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital

Feng-Chun Yang, MD,
PhD
Genetic, Functional, and
Biochemical Charaterization of
Neurofibromin Dependent
Skeletal Dysplasias Utilizing
Murine Models
March of Dimes Birth Defects
Foundation

The following were
funded by ITRAC: 

Angelo Cardoso
Identification and Pre-clinical
Validation of Molecular Targets
for Malignant Thymoma and
Thymic Carcinoma

Hua-Chen Chang
Genome-wide CpG Methylation
Profiling: From Chronic
Inflammation to Lung Cancer 

Sherif Farag
In vivo Antitumor Effects on
Novel Aurora Kinase Inhibitors
ENMD-981693 Against Human
Mutliple Myeloma cells in Mouse
Xenograft Model

Karen Pollok
Intracranial Implantation of
Human Glioblatoma Cells:
Stereotaxic In vivo Model
Development and Optimiztion to
Test New Therapies for Brain
Cancers

Susanne Ragg
Proteomic and Gene Expression

http://cancer.iu.edu/research/funding/itrac.php
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Foundation 

Noah Hahn, MD
Prostate Cancer: Genetic Risk in
African-Americans and Caucasians
– Evaluation of Host Polymorphisms
(PC-GRACE)
Clarian Health 

David Ingram, MD
Molecular Mechanisms of NF1
Vasculopathy
U.S. Department of Defense
 
Peter Johnstone, MD
Indiana Lions Club Liaison to the IU
Department of Radiation Oncology
Patient Navigator for Breast Cancer
Patients
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation
 
      
 

Analysis to Identify Biomarkers
in Wilms Tumor
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