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It seems like only yesterday 

that we were in Tokyo and I 

was sharing my plans with 

you: The Eliminate Project, The 

Formula and celebrate our 

centennial anniversary. Now 

it’s time for summing up and 

putting the experiences of the 

past year into context.

We celebrated. From Janu-

ary 1, on our “birthday cake” 

float in the Tournament of 

Roses Parade, we celebrated 

with the entire Kiwanis family. 

The gala weekend in Detroit 

set the tone for all that has 

come after, celebration and 

service in equal measure. 

There was birthday cake in Tai-

chung, Taiwan; Gurnee, Illinois; 

Milan, Italy and Barrie, Ontario. 

There were communities 

reborn and reunited around 

playground builds in places 

such as Redmond, Oregon; 

Troy, Missouri; Island Park, 

New York; Mableton, Georgia 

and Johor Bahru, Malaysia. 

There’s a centennial splash 

pad in Ridgetown, Ontario. 

What a birth-

day celebration 

this has been 

with Kiwanians 

giving the gift 

of play to the 

children of their 

communities.

During the second year of 

The Formula, we have cele-

brated success to success. As 

of this past June 30, we have 

added 8,355 enthusiastic new 

members and opened 119 

new clubs, far outpacing the 

past year’s remarkable pace. 

Yes, The Formula is work-

ing—all because of you.

From the 2014 Kiwanis In-

ternational convention to the 

2015 ICON, we raised more 

than US$37 million to end 

maternal and neonatal teta-

nus. We’re on the threshold of 

victory, and that victory will 

be so sweet.

The Kiwanis I-Plan—our 

strategic plan with its em-

phasis on growth, service, 

image and financial steward-

ship—has been launched. I 

believe the deliberations and 

decisions of the Kiwanis Inter-

national Board and the House 

of Delegates have furthered 

the plan.

All of this and so much 

more. But we cannot rest. As 

our centennial celebrations 

wind down and the backslap-

ping comes to an end, we 

cannot forget the millions of 

children around the world 

whom we have 

not reached, 

those for whom 

life is no better. 

They are waiting. 

Let’s get on 

with it.

Debbie and I 

have been truly blessed. Your 

achievements have humbled 

us and made us so very proud 

to serve you. From the bottom 

of our hearts, thank you.

Over the past few years, we’ve 

spent quite a bit of time 

studying the idea of a Kiwanis 

community. So much, in fact, 

that it is now one of the core 

principles of our organization’s 

strategic plan.

The concept is really quite 

simple. It’s a community 

where the Kiwanis presence is 

seen and known by most citi-

zens. There’s a Kiwanis sign at 

the city limits that announces 

Kiwanis to visitors. There’s an-

other sign in front of or in the 

location where each Kiwanis 

club meets. There may be a 

Kiwanis park, Kiwanis play-

ground or Kiwanis community 

center. Or maybe there’s an 

annual Kiwanis parade, festival, 

pancake event or youth sports 

tournament. The high school 

has a Key Club, the middle 

school has a Builders Club, and 

K-Kids, Terrific Kids of Bring Up 

Grades programs support the 

elementary schools. There may 

be an Aktion Club or a Circle 

K club.

The Kiwanians 

show their pride 

of membership 

with Kiwanis 

decals on their 

cars or places of 

business. They 

wear Kiwanis 

attire when they work club 

projects or engage as volun-

teers in community events 

like working the polls on 

election day, delivering for 

Meals-on-Wheels or serving 

on other boards or commit-

tees for church, library, school 

or neighborhood association.

Most importantly, Kiwanis is 

known by its service—usually 

through a signature project. 

A signature project is that 

annually recurring service 

or fundraising activity that 

elevates the brand identity of 

Kiwanis in the community and 

has a demonstrable impact 

in the community, usually for 

children and youth.

In recent issues of Kiwanis 

magazine, we’ve spotlighted 

several Kiwanis communities, 

such as Alpine, California; 

Grand Junction, Colorado and 

McKinney, Texas. In May, sev-

eral US Kiwanis clubs that had 

great signature projects, and 

thus significant community 

impact, were invited to attend 

a Kiwanis community-service 

briefing at the White House.

We’ve identified many 

Kiwanis communities, but 

we know there are more. So, 

here’s my invita-

tion. If you think 

your community 

meets the defini-

tion of a Kiwanis 

community, 

please email me 

and tell me why. 

We’d like to share your story in 

future Kiwanis publications or 

at Kiwanis events. Email me at 

ssoderstrom@kiwanis.org.

I hope to hear from you.

President’s Message
John Button | Kiwanis international president

Executive perspective
Stan Soderstrom | Kiwanis Executive Director

SUMMING UP IS YOURS A KIWANIS COMMUNITY?

*A non-profit, Kiwanis sponsored fundraising program exclusively for Kiwanis Clubs.

Send For Your FREE Fundraising Kit 
1-888/PNUT-FUN (1-888-768-8386)

Be sure to visit our web site at www.kiwanispeanutday.com
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Kiwanis Peanut Day, an all Kiwanian non-profit company exclusively selling to Kiwanis
Clubs for the past 64 years.  Kiwanis Clubs have raised over $75 million using our products. 
Kiwanis Clubs pay 30 days after the fund raiser to make your clubs fund raiser as profitable
as possible. 

Kiwanis Clubs have a golden opportunity to win $1,000 for their favorite charity. Any Club
that increases this year's order by $500 over last year's order or any new club that purchas-
es $500 will be put into a drawing to win one of three $1,000 prizes.  Drawing period will be
from July 1, 2015 thru December 31, 2015.  Three clubs will be chosen and announced at
our annual meeting in April, 2016.
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By Wil Blechman, MD | 1990–91 Kiwanis International president

Some members know I have more than a 

casual interest in The Eliminate Project. For 

those who may not, let me explain. I was a 

resident in medicine rotating through the 

infectious disease service at Jackson Me-

morial Hospital in Miami, Florida, when in a 

course of two days three men were admit-

ted to our unit with full-blown tetanus.

If you’ve never seen a person with teta-

nus, be grateful. The agony and suffering is 

something I hope never to see again. Two 

of the men died.

No one—man or woman, child or 

adult—should have to suffer as a result 

of this disease. Even more to the point is 

the fact that it is preventable in those im-

munized and in the babies born to those 

mothers who have been immunized.

When the Kiwanis International Board 

identified MNT as our new global cam-

paign, I volunteered to play some role, 

and have been privileged to serve as the 

southeast regional coordinator in the US.

I was also actively supportive of our 

work with UNICEF to virtually eliminate 

iodine deficiency disorders, but I’ve been 

disappointed at the number of our Kiwanis 

members who are unaware of the success 

of that effort or that 80 million children 

are born annually not exposed to iodine 

deficiency because of our efforts.

One can sympathize with clubs that 

wish to spend their funds only in their local 

area, but that doesn’t fit the reality of this 

world we live in. In 1992, Miami was hit by 

Hurricane Andrew. Our home, while dam-

aged, was soon repaired. However, south 

of us, it was a different story, and some of 

the smaller towns were decimated.

One of the effects of the destruction was 

to knock out almost all early care and edu-

cation centers. Without child care, parents 

couldn’t get back to work, even after the 

site of the job had been repaired.

What happened immediately after the 

storm hit, however, was something else I 

will never forget. Money came pouring in 

from Kiwanians around the world, both 

to the Kiwanis International Foundation, 

our district foundation and to some of our 

clubs. We created a Kiwanis committee 

to explore how to make use of the funds. 

The county decided that one of the most 

important things needed was to rebuild 

the early care and education centers (ECE) 

to allow parents to get back to work. That 

was fine, but almost all the ECE workers 

had left the area, since their homes were 

totally destroyed. A building without 

expertise is no better than baby-sitting. 

We therefore approached the local com-

munity college and our foundations. The 

college agreed to immediately begin a 

training program for workers for the ECE 

centers, and our foundations agreed to 

direct the money to the college.

Once again Kiwanis had made a major 

difference within a community, but it had 

been done only because hundreds of 

Kiwanians from places as close as North 

Florida and as far away as Australia saw a 

major need and responded. Every one of 

these clubs had its own local programs, 

but raised additional funds to replace and 

add to what had been forwarded to us.

I will admit to being somewhat irritated 

when a club does not support its organiza-

tion’s major efforts, and that irritation is 

perhaps more pronounced in this our 

100th anniversary, when we will announce 

to the world our gift: the elimination of 

maternal and neonatal tetanus.

To those clubs and members who have 

contributed to this program, I say thank 

you. However, we still have clubs that have 

not considered this to be part of their re-

sponsibility. I ask those clubs to reconsider. 

It’s not often we have an opportunity to 

prevent such a terrible disease, much less 

save the approximately 61 million lives that 

were being lost annually when we entered 

our collaboration with UNICEF.

Musings about MNT
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driving you nuts?
Think about what you love about Kiwanis. The service. The impact. The fellowship. 
Then think about people who would love those things too—and the impact they 
could help us make. That’s where you come in. And that’s why your story matters. 

Share what you love. So you can live what you love.
Make your story a part of your formula for the future. 

kiwanis.org/theformula

Share your story.
Strengthen our future.

FORMULA ad Share it.indd   1 2/23/15   10:53 AM
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TRENDS, TIPS, 
FACTS AND 
FIGURES FROM 
KIWANIS 
INTERNATIONAL

Dues increase FAQs
Reminder: A dues increase, which passed 
during the 2015 Kiwanis International House 
of Delegates, will go into effect October 1, 
2015. Invoices for 2015–16 will reflect the 
new dues amount. 

The increases will adjust dues as follows:

• Tier A nations: US$52 ($10 increase)

• Tier B nations: US$34 ($7 increase)

• Tier C nations: US$23 ($5 increase)

Have questions? Find out more about 
the dues increase by visiting kiwanis.
org/2015dues. 

news

Let’s do business
If your club would like to propose an 

amendment or resolution to be considered at 

next year’s convention, the deadline is October 

31. For more information, visit Kiwanis.org/

convention/amendments.

SPOTLIGHT
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U.S. Army offers
study programs
The United States Army, a Kiwanis Vision 
Partner, offers programs that are of value for 
American educators, parents and students.

March2Success is a free tutorial program to 
help students improve their test-taking abili-
ties. This free-interactive, web-based program 
is designed to provide high school and col-
lege students easy access to test preparation 
training. Specifically, the self-paced tutorial 
program offers assistance in math, science 
and English, as well as training for the SAT, 
ACT, state-mandated tests and the Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery. More in-
formation is available at March2Success.com.

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery with its Career Exploration Program 
(ASVAB CEP) includes an aptitude test, an 
interest inventory and career planning tools. 
This tool is not only used to determine for 
which military occupations an individual 
qualifies, but it is also designed to help 
students explore civilian jobs that fit their 
personal abilities.

To learn more about the benefits of the 
ASVAB and how schools can participate, visit 
asvabprogram.com.

Get out and play!
Mark your calendars for September 26 and 
get in on the fun with Nickelodeon’s World-
wide Day of Play, an annual event designed 
to encourage children and their parents to 
turn off electronics and play—especially 
outside. Learn more about how you can 
encourage children to get up and get active 
at thebighelp.com.

Why Kiwanis?
At the Centennial Celebration of Kiwanis 
International this past June in Indianapolis, 
many of you visited The Formula booth and 
told us why Kiwanis matters to you. 

You stopped by to chat. You wrote on our 
whiteboards. You spread the word about 
Kiwanis and your clubs. Here’s a sampling 
of the messages you left behind about 
the best service organization since before 
sliced bread.

“I want to make a difference.”

“The Kiwanis family changed my life.”

“Kiwanis is a big family.”

“My car wears a Kiwanis bumper sticker. (I 
drive courteously.)”

news

p008-011_KIM_0915_News_NEW.indd   9 7/31/15   10:53 AM
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In 2010, we made a commitment. Now we’re on the verge of making history. It’s time to make 

The Eliminate Project a uni� ed effort—and save or protect the lives of 61 million mothers and babies. 

Help the Kiwanis family change the world...by protecting the most intimate bond on Earth.

Be a proud part of the moment when we make history.

Find out how at www.TheEliminateProject.org.

61 million
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In every face, a reason to make history
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Kiwanis honored
Kiwanis recently received high 

honors from Ecuador and Colombia. 

The Republic of Colombia, by order 

of Congress, conferred the Degree of 

Commander on Kiwanis International, 

one of the highest honors the 

Congress of Colombia can award.

The Republic of Ecuador honored 

Kiwanis International President 

John Button (right) with the 

National Assembly of the Republic 

of Ecuador, Dr. Vicente Rocafuerte 

award. The award is named for an early leader and 

proponent of democracy in Ecuador.

New partners
This past June, Kiwanis signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
to name Sister Cities Interna-
tional a Community Partner. 
Likewise in July, Junior Chamber 
International became another 
Community Partner at its Part-
nership Summit. Learn more at 
sister-cities.org and jci.cc.

POLICY CHANGES

The Kiwanis International Board 
has made the following changes to 

Kiwanis International Policies:

• Established basic parameters for  

operations of club satellites.

• Created two new types  

of corporate partnerships.

• Realigned existing provisions  

on criminal history background 

checks for clarity.

• Determined that background 

checks must be conducted and 

verified by Kiwanis International 

for district chairpersons and their 

assistants for all Service Leader-

ship Programs (effective October 1, 

2015) and for all Kiwanis advisors for 

Service Leadership Programs clubs 

(effective October 1, 2016).

• Established composition of the 

Kiwanis Youth Programs (KYP) 

Board and moved all policies and 

procedures related to Key Club 

under KYP authority.

NEW BYLAW INTERPRETATION

The board also established a 
new Kiwanis International bylaw 

interpretation regarding
corporate members.

For full details on all of these matters, 
visit kwn.is/2015policyrevisions.

news briefs

news

Youth protection
September 13–19, 2015, is 
Kiwanis Youth Protection Week, 
when clubs are urged to edu-
cate members on youth safety 
and ensure compliance with the 
Kiwanis Youth Protection Guide-
lines. Learn more at KiwanisOne.
org/youthprotection.

p008-011_KIM_0915_News_NEW.indd   10 7/31/15   10:53 AM
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A DUTCH CYCLIST RIDES THROUGH 20 COUNTRIES  
TO RAISE FUNDS AND AWARENESS FOR KIWANIS.

On Saturday, April 5, 2014, Bert van der Kroft got 
onto his bicycle in his hometown of Valkenswaard 
in the Netherlands and he started riding. His goals 
were simple. He wanted some time alone. Time 
to reflect on and celebrate life—his own as well 
as that of his late wife, Gerrie, who passed away 
about six years ago. He wanted to experience places 
and cultures and meet new people. He wanted to 
document the journey through photography and 
writing. And he wanted to spread awareness about 
two causes close to his heart: The Eliminate Project: 
Kiwanis eliminating maternal and neonatal tetanus 
and Future Kids Ghana, a nonprofit focused on 
providing favorable environments for education to 
children in Ghana. 

Here is a man, a Kiwanian. He’s a retired entre-
preneur. A widower. An adventurer. A man with a 
big heart and a mission to not only live his life to 
the fullest but to make sure children around the 
world have the same chance.

STORY BY KASEY JACKSON
PHOTOS BY BERT VAN DER KROFT

the CYCLE OF LIFE
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Bert van der Kroft met these children while cycling through Laos, the final country he traveled before reaching Thailand. 
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His journey was a success.
By the time he reached his destination, 

Hua Hin, Thailand, he had ridden more 
than 14,000 kilometers through 20 coun-
tries of varying landscape, temperature, cul-
ture and population and raised more than 
US$7,000 for his two chosen organizations.

This wasn’t Bert’s first time on a long-
distance bike ride. Recently, he cycled to 
Santiago de Compostella in Spain, to Rome 
and in Myanmar. “I’m not an outspoken 
sportsman,” said the 30-year member of 
the Kiwanis Club of Dommelland-Valken-
swaard before heading out on his trip, “but 
I should be able to fetch about 80 to 90 
kilometers a day. But it’s most important 

that you are mentally ready.”
Bert kept a budget of  “about 30 euros a 

day” and carried everything he needed on 
his trusty bicycle, including a tent, cooking 
utensils and petrol. And, of course, note-
books and a camera to document the trip.

To read of his adventure, you feel as if 
you’re there with him. To see his photos, 
you realize you want to be there with him. 

“Many countries were completely new to 
me,” he writes. “But what a welcoming and 
friendly people.” He tells colorful stories of 
meeting new people along the way. One 
such encounter came near Belgrade, after 
he took a wrong turn and stopped to talk to 
a man named Milos. “I was invited to have 

Travelers wait in security lines at a train station in Urumqi, China (above), and young people in Hanoi, Vietnam, take selfies (above right).
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Bert’s host in Tabriz, Iran, shows doors with separate knockers for men and women (bottom left) and Romanian children (bottom right).
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Umbrellas dot the Li River in Yangshuo, Guangxi, China (left) and bright vests warn of roadwork in Guizhou Province.

a drink in his house,” he says. “I had in mind 
it was to be children, family and friends at the 
table. But it was a celebration for the sixth wed-
ding anniversary of Milos and his wife, Milja. 
How special is that?”

In Romania, a similar story. “The first day in 
Romania, I was invited by Ion and Stefania to 
stay and sleep. Friends were invited and the 
barbecue went on. Chicken legs, fish from the 
Danube and homemade wine.”

Or, about his time in China, he writes stories 
of enjoying “freshly pulled noodles, fried or in a 

delicious soup, dumplings and steamed bread at 
breakfast or a delicious roast duck in Beijing.” 

There were countless friendly waves and 
hellos from strangers. He chanced upon several 
weddings—some quite elaborate and one he 
was invited to—along the way. In Tajikistan, he 
crossed one of the highest mountain passes on 
the planet, the Pamir Highway, at a height of 
4,700 meters. In Turkey, he couldn’t have made it 
up if he tried: 100 colorful hot air balloons rising 
over the mountains for a picture-perfect scene. 
He spent Christmas in Vietnam. And he even 
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traveled with newfound cycling friends 
from all over the world for portions of the 
trip. He may have set out on this journey 
alone. But he was almost always surround-
ed by friendly faces and open arms.

That was never more true than when he 
rode into his final destination of Hua Hin. 
He expected to be greeted by his friends 
Guus and May, who live in this southern 
district of Thailand, but he was quite sur-
prised to see who else was waiting to greet 
him for his grand finale.

“My son Dorus, his wife Ashley and my 
grandson Trenton were at the finish,” he 
says. “And at Hua Hin airport, a group of 
25 people waiting. Friends of Guus and 
May and a friend from home who now 
lives in Hua Hin. Accompanied by police 
with flashing lights, Dorus, Guus and 
several other cyclists and I made the last 
12 kilometers to the home of Guus and 
May together.”

A fitting end to a fantastic journey.  K 
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Schoolchildren in Sarahs, Turkmenistan, are all smiles (left), and a young girl stands in front of the rice fields in Phó Keo, Vietnam.
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Bert van der Kroft (above on his bicycle) documented his ride through 20 countries (route on map) with beautiful photography and writings 

both on his blog and in journals.  A bridge along the Pamir Highway on Tajikistan (left page) shows the oftentimes dangerous terrain along 

Bert’s path. Young children create a memorable moment in front of cotton � elds in Khumin, Uzbekistan. Learn more about Bert’s travels at 

bert.kroft.nl and see more of his journey on the Kiwanis magazine app, available for free download in the iTunes Newsstand or Google Play. 
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When I was 15, my high school guidance 

counselor pulled me aside on a Tuesday 

and asked: Are you interested in being a 

leader? He was a priest. Father Carrierro.  Nice 

enough guy, who’d been helping me get 

through my sophomore year without my 

knowing it. And I did not particularly want 

to be a leader. I wanted to be invisible. So 

I looked at his shoes. He reminded me to 

make eye contact. We were working on that.        

I really didn’t have to think about it. No 

thanks, I said. I can’t do that. Leaders were rec-

ognized. Leaders cut ribbons. Leaders gave 

speeches. At the time, I didn’t like speaking. 

I mean, I didn’t like speaking aloud. I wasn’t 

giving any speeches. Ever. I ached to disap-

pear, fall back into the day-to-day rhythm, to 

settle in as an example of nothing, to no one.

But there was no quit in the priest, who then 

asked: “What about a mentor?”     

At the time, I had the dim sense that a men-

tor was a kind of obsolete house part, like a 

milk box or a coal chute, some part of a door 

frame. But suddenly, on that rainy day, in that 

smallish city, in that one particular hallway, 

“mentor” sounded like a career choice. And I 

froze. Because I truly felt that I had just been 

asked to join the priesthood.   

I was the delinquent who drank beers on the 

roof of my neighbor’s garage, the kid who 

filched Playboys from the local deli magazine 

rack. Mentor. Like him? And, for what may 

have been the first time in my semi-adult life, 

I spoke my mind: “You gotta be kidding me, 

father,” I said. “I’d be a terrible mentor.” That 

was all I really believed in that very moment. 

Father Carrierro reassured me. It turned out 

he was looking for a few high school stu-

dents to spend an afternoon or two a week 

with a few younger kids from the local chil-

dren’s center. Being a mentor, he told me, 

meant just showing up and showing your 

best self. Best advice any priest ever gave me.  

Years passed, and I came to know what we 

all know: Being a mentor is nothing at all 

like being a priest. And it isn’t being a par-

ent either. It’s not a mission, or even a calling. 

Done well, mentoring ought not be a means 

of holding yourself up as a particularly good 

example, much less a paragon of virtues. Be-

ing a mentor is simply a matter of showing 

a younger person how it’s done—how to 

survive, how to thrive, how to do it right the 

first time and how to get through it when 

the second and third tries come up, as they 

often do. A mentor shows up. Then a mentor 

shows you the way.   

I’ve found mentors in every sphere of life. A 

carpenter, a lawyer, an English teacher, a Po-

litical Science professor, a bartender, a judge, 

a janitor, a painter, a printmaker, a four-star 

Army General, a retired Army Colonel, a col-

lege dean, an aluminum siding salesman, 

a professional card player, an editor, three 

writers, a coach, another coach, a locksmith, 

numerous fellow professors, a second law-

yer, a talk show host and my own father and 

mother. Sometimes it was a formal thing; 

there might be an introduction, some sort of 

agreement for them to provide time for me, 

to set aside hours, to provide the occasional 

critique of my work, my habits, my think-

ing. Sometimes they simply agreed to listen. 

We had lunch. They sat and explained. They 

drew on cocktail napkins and gave me rules 

to live by. There were ballgames. Sometimes 

they just called and asked how it was going. 

They heard me. My mentors showed up. In 

so many ways. Even when they were not 

there, I knew they were with me. 

I came to perceive their habits, their disci-

pline, their kindnesses—even the mistakes 

they made. I learned to take note. To emulate. 

The precision of the carpenter. The tireless 

focus of the painter. The ritualistic excellence 

of the janitor. The rigorous schedule of an of-

ficer. The relentless curiosity of the talk show 

host. The fiercely contrary opinions of the edi-

tor. I learned from every one of them. Mentors 

to me. Each and all. And I am ever thankful.

SHOWING THE WAY
Writer learns that to be a mentor, half of the battle is just showing up. • Story by Tom Chiarella • Photos by Frank Espich

"I was the delinquent who 

drank beers on the roof of my 

neighbor’s garage, the kid 

who filched Playboys from 

the local deli magazine rack."
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Left to right: Tom Chiarella, James Taylor and James Bell.
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In my late 20s, I took a job as a college pro-

fessor at DePauw University, a small liberal 

arts college in Indiana. I was to teach creative 

writing, along with some literature classes, 

and like all professors at the school, senior 

and junior both, I was handed a list of new 

advisees at the beginning of every school 

year. At first I thought I would, at the very 

least, mentor these kids. But they drifted to-

ward their ultimate majors, quickly, and on to 

careers that impressed, and sometimes, mys-

tified me. I learned quickly: A mentor is far 

more than an advisor, and only in small part 

a teacher. I’m certain for every good word, 

and every clear piece of advice I ever came 

up with, that I missed the opportunity for 

a dozen more. Even with bright, motivated 

students like the ones who passed my way, a 

certain amount of what I taught fell on deaf 

ears. In mentoring, there are no guarantees. 

I was always delighted to be heard, to be re-

spected, to be listened to, but I’d be lying if I 

didn’t admit that a certain amount of this did 

not come with the job. It’s what I was sup-

posed to do. My job description said: Teach. 

It strikes me as important to state: A mentor 

doesn’t have a job description.    

Over the years, many students were kind 

enough to call me their mentor. And I’ve only 

agreed to the mantle when our relationship 

extended beyond the skeleton of the class 

structure, once we were beyond the rewards 

and confines of grades, evaluation, even 

graduation. A true mentor has to affect the 

habits of a life, more than the details of a 

given profession.  

Naturally, names come to mind. You teach 

long enough and you remember hundreds 

of kids who passed your way. For me, none 

more than James Bell, who came to my col-

lege in Indiana by way of his boyhood home 

in Birmingham, Alabama. He walked in like 

any boy at all, jeans, T-shirt, who knows what 

on his feet. College kid. He was part of a 

smart pack of students who passed through 

my classes in the mid ‘90s, but James, or 

“Bell” as everybody called him then and now, 

had a peculiar ability to tell a great story 

about the people he loved, without seem-

ing maudlin or overtly corny. Back then, he 

had a curly mop of hair, and a body worn 

wire-thin every winter by the taxing effect 

of varsity distance swimming at the colle-

giate level. He smelled like chlorine and he 

had no idea how sheltered he had been. Still, 

he made me laugh when he spoke in class, 

without fail. He could have been an actor, a 

comedian, a playwright. But his comments 

were always informed, if slightly modest, and 

he did the work of the class—reading thor-

oughly, analyzing without fear. I knew that 

he worked like an attorney. He was frank, a 

little off color in his commentary, but an inci-

sive reader and thinker. Like a good attorney. 

Which is exactly what he turned out to be.

I’m reluctant to call myself his mentor for two 

reasons. First, he had a wealth of guidance 

in the form of his swim coach, his other pro-

fessors, his wise and strong-minded parents. 

Mentorship is a kind of casserole of influ-

ence. No single ingredient claims the dish.   

As for the two of us, Bell and I spent time 

together, often doing nothing more than 

talking about my young children, about his 

crazy younger brother or maybe just college 

football while out on walks to lunch. I learned 

about his family, both here and in Northern 

Ireland. I listened, probably not that carefully, 

to his gripes about fraternity brothers, other 

swimmers and certain closed-minded mem-

bers of the workshop classes he sat through. 

A mentor simply has to be there for a young 

person. They have to register what’s being 

said, and why. Mentor attends to the person 

he cares about.   

The second reason I’m reluctant to call my-

self his mentor: I don’t recall ever telling him 

anything specific. To my mind, we simply 

talked. And I worked on my writing, as did 

he. And, in some way I suppose, he learned 

to work like me. A mentor persists. We stayed 

in touch, during class, after class and after 

graduation. In fact, I just texted him and 

asked: Did I ever give you one good piece of 

advice in all these years we’ve known each 

other? To which Bell, now 41, a partner in a 

major Indianapolis law firm and member 

of the faculty at Indiana University-Purdue 

University Indianapolis, replied: “You told me 

to risk sentimentality. Be concrete in my im-

ages. Good advice for a writer. Good advice 

for a lawyer.”  

Moments later, this: “You also advised me to 

marry Anne.” 

That much I got right.

In the years that went by after Bell left, he 

and I spoke sporadically. In those times, I 

suffered a little more than I had in the years 

prior. I had a major car accident, I resigned 

my tenure, I got divorced. Each time, Bell 

found me a lawyer, called me on the phone 

to listen or offer a laugh. He told me when 

to take it easy on the drinking, when to buy 

"I learned quickly: A mentor is far more than an advisor, and only in small part a teacher.

I’m certain for every good word, and every clear piece of advice I ever came up with,

that I missed the opportunity for a dozen more."
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a treadmill, that I had to get an accountant, 

that I had to listen to my disgruntled son 

rather than forcing him to listen and even 

when I should go back to work on a book I’d 

given up on long ago. For a decade before 

that, I had been his mentor. Allow me to risk 

sentimentality in saying, in the decade since 

then, he has become my mentor, having 

saved my life more than once with a single 

line. I’m proud of that. He’s a smart guy. And 

I had something to do with that. Mentors 

come from the places you set up for yourself 

and everyone who follows.    

But it should come as no surprise that Bell, 

the kid whom I influenced as his mentor in 

college, the same man who had influenced 

me so profoundly in the recent past, gladly 

and vigorously took up the task of mentor-

ing a young person in need more than 10 

years ago. While he was forming a profes-

sional life, Bell joined Big Brothers Big Sisters 

of America, where he became Big Brother 

to one James Taylor, then a 9-year-old liv-

ing with his grandmother on the north side 

of Indianapolis. They started slowly, with 

James Bell taking James Taylor to movies 

and sporting events, before graduating him 

to family gatherings and holidays. Inclusion. 

A mentor is inclusive by nature.    

And a mentor listens. “Mostly we talked,” Bell 

says now, “which was tough because for a 

long time, James wasn’t too sure about me.”

James Taylor laughs. “He was the first white 

person I ever spoke to, besides a teacher. It 

was weird. Took me awhile to get used to. I 

didn’t talk so much at first.”

But the mentor abides. Bell always told me 

about the fact of James Taylor in his life, but 

he never bragged about him. And most of 

all a mentor never measures his own suc-

cess on the life of the person he’s helping. 

James Taylor graduated high school, let-

tered in football and went off to college. 

Along the way, Bell was there. James Taylor’s 

accomplishments were his own. Bell just 

showed up: attended James Taylor’s football 

games, took him to his family gatherings, in-

vited him to holidays, stepped in for his mi-
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always listened, and they never gave me pat advice.  That’s about the extent 

of the job of mentor as far as I’m concerned.”

nor scrapes with the law and stood by when 

James Taylor became his own man. James 

Bell, his mentor, surely had something to do 

with that. “He went to all my games,” James 

Taylor says. “One time I quit, which wasn’t 

too smart. I was mad and all that. You know. 

He went in and talked me back on the team. 

That was cool. That changed things for me.”

There was more, and success was not al-

ways obvious. James Taylor, now 25, has 

two small children. Like all of us at 25, there 

are struggles. He dropped out of college. 

For a short time, he moved to Alaska, then 

back. But he has a job and works to take 

care of his children. It is a kind of steady 

life. James Bell is dispassionate about that.  

A good mentor can’t, or doesn’t, measure 

outcomes. “I’ve advised James only to worry 

about the things he can control, to make a 

plan and stick to it,” Bell says. “Perseverance 

has been a challenge.”

When I ask James Taylor, protégé of his 

mentor, James Bell, once my protégé to my 

own mentorship, what Bell really taught 

him, he is circumspect. There’s a good long 

pause. James Bell does nothing to fill in the 

silence. “I don’t know really,” James Taylor 

says. “I learned how to talk to white people.” 

He takes a sideways look at Bell, who takes 

a look at me. “That’s really something,” Bell 

says. “That really means something to a kid 

when he’s nine years old and he has to look 

at me like I mean something.”

“Nah,” James Taylor says. “He means some-

thing.” 

“Imagine being nine years old and being 

asked to trust me,” Bell says.

James Taylor speaks quietly from the couch. 

“He’s always been there. That’s all.”

In this case, on this sunny day, “there” is the 

street out in front of James Bell’s house. Three 

men, two, maybe three mentors.  James and 

James and me. For my part, I’ve never met 

James Taylor before. He’s a good-looking kid, 

easy with a smile, less than forthcoming with 

the stories. I like him. I tell Bell as much. Bell 

tilts his head. “He’s doing the story because I 

asked him to. And he’s still a little reluctant. 

He doesn’t want the story to come off as me 

coming in and saving his life. White guy, Big 

Brother. All that. And he’s right. His story is 

his. He’s his own person. And his own life. 

He’s his own man.”

It makes sense to me.

“All I did was talk to him,” Bell says.     

That’s not all, I tell him. There’s a laundry 

list of things he did for James Taylor over 

16 years. Even James Taylor will acknowl-

edge that. But James Bell won’t have it. 

Like any good mentor, he boils his role 

down to two things. “I talked to him,” he 

says again. “And I listened.” 

“Everybody needs that,” I say. “That’s what I 

like about you too.” 

Bell shrugs. It’s simple enough. That’s what 

he always liked about talking to me.

I listened. I talked. I was a mentor.  K

"They started slowly, with 

James Bell taking James 

Taylor to movies and sporting 

events, before graduating 

him to family gatherings and 

holidays. Inclusion. A mentor 

is inclusive by nature"
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CELEBRATING
WITH SERVICE
TO MARK KIWANIS’ CENTENNIAL, CLUBS AROUND THE WORLD DO WHAT THEY DO BEST.
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Go play!
Florida District
Matthew’s Hope meets 
the basic needs of 
Winter Garden’s home-
less population. With 
the recent opening of a 
preschool, the mission 
reached out to the 
Florida District to help 
build a Landscape Struc-
tures playground for 
the children. A Kiwanis 
International Foundation 
grant helped fund the 
project, which became 
part of Kiwanis’ Centen-
nial Tour.

CELEBRATING
WITH SERVICE
TO MARK KIWANIS’ CENTENNIAL, CLUBS AROUND THE WORLD DO WHAT THEY DO BEST.

Photos on these pages by Molly Dempsey

C ake. Sheet cakes. 
Towering cakes. 
Fake cakes. Birth-
day cakes galore.

For the past 12 months, 
Kiwanis has celebrated its 
100th anniversary in every 
corner of its 80-nation 
world. And just about every-
where, there was cake.

But there was a lot more 
than sweet party treats.

Worldwide, birthday-relat-
ed activities proclaimed the 
name and fame of Kiwanis. 
Parties. Galas. Dances and 
picnics. And service.

Anchoring the year’s an-
niversary celebration was a 
12-community Centennial 
Tour. Along the way, Kiwanis 
left birthday gifts to the 
children, often in the form 
of a Landscape Structures 
playground. At every stop, 
there was pageantry and 
acts of Kiwanis compassion.

A 24-drum performance 
kicked o�  an evening of 
pyrotechnics and entertain-
ment in Malaysia. In Califor-
nia, the tour met up with the 
cast of Up with People to 
visit patients at a Children’s 

Miracle Network hospital. 
In Italy, chocolate growers 
launched a fundraiser to sup-
port The Eliminate Project.

“Around the world, we 
saw children who had no 
voice,” says Kiwanis Interna-
tional President John Button 
of his tour experiences. 
“Around the world, we saw 
Kiwanians rising to lend 
them theirs. And Kiwanians 
have been doing that for 
100 years.”

Read on to learn how 
clubs worldwide said, 
“Happy birthday, Kiwanis!”
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1 Food for kids 
Synergy-Gensan, 
General Santos City, 
Philippines 
A January 10 
motorcade kicked off 
Kiwanis’ anniversary 
celebration in General 
Santos City, followed 
by distribution of food 
to area children.

2 Monumental 
moment 
Atuntaqui, Ecuador
Motorists and pedes-
trians are reminded 
of Kiwanis every time 
they pass a local 
median where now 
stands a new monu-
ment. The sculpture 
and flower planter 
were placed there by 
Atuntaqui Kiwanians 
to honor Kiwanis’ first 
century. Government 
officials attended the 
dedication ceremony.

3 Home builders 
Richmond, 
Kentucky
100 volunteers 
wore 100 centen-
nial T-shirts when 
Richmond members 
celebrated Kiwanis’ 
100th anniversary by 
teaming with Habitat 
for Humanity to mark 
its 100th build in the 
community. That’s a 
lot of 100s.

4 Rockin’ service 
round the clock 
Bellingham,  
Washington 
From midnight to 
midnight, Bellingham 
Kiwanians served 24 
consecutive hours, 
making blankets for 
a children’s shelter, 
reading to kids, teach-
ing nutrition at a Boys 
& Girls Club, teaching 
healthy cooking 
classes and a full day’s 
more of deeds.

5 Family picnic 
Banner Elk, North 
Carolina
Mayland Aktion Club 
members invited Ban-
ner Elk Kiwanians to 
a picnic. A course of 
grilled hot dogs was 
followed by a tasty 
dessert of Kiwanis 
birthday cake.

6 History on 
display 
Carson City, Nevada
Pictures, pins, a vest, 
bell, hat and the 
club’s original charter 
went on display 
at the Carson City 
Library.

7 Fun ‘n’ games 
Wayland, Michigan
The Wayland com-
munity celebrated 
Kiwanis’ centennial 
by offering 100 ways 
to have fun during its 
annual Kids Day party. 
The list of activities 
included twisting 
balloon sculptures, 
running a 60-foot 
inflatable obstacle 
course, hair coloring, 
dancing and getting 
hugs from Wayland’s 
Emergency Services 
mascot, Buckle Bear.

1
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1 Gala gathering 
Chinatown, New 
York City, New York
There was music. 
There was dancing. 
Tuxedos and sleek, 
silk qipao dresses. 
And there was cake. 
As host for one of 
the stops on the 
Centennial Tour, 
the Chinatown club 
staged a gala affair 
that raised funds for 
The Eliminate Project.

1

Photos this page by Chasi Annexy
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1 100 gifts 
Dartmouth,         
Nova Scotia
Giving CDN$100 to 
100 charities would 
be a great way to 
commemorate 
Kiwanis’ centen-
nial celebration, but 
Dartmouth Kiwanians 
couldn’t stop giving. 
The club chose 105 
groups, including Boy 
Scouts, to receive the 
birthday checks.

2 Leadership 
training 
Georgia District
Balloons, party hats, 
noisemakers, and 
children at club 
officers’ training? 
You bet. The Georgia 
District themed its 
annual educational 
gathering this past 
October with a cen-
tennial theme. The 
district’s oldest and 
newest clubs were 
recognized. There 
was a parade too.

3 Ringing in a new 
century, Detroit 
Kiwanis Club No. 1, 
Michigan
This six-inch-tall 
bell opened the 
first meetings of the 
original Kiwanis club. 
Detroit Charter Secre-
tary Clarence A. Smith 
passed it to his son, 
Detroit-Northwest 
member Bradford 
Smith, who passed 
it to his daughter, 
Cheyboygan, Michi-
gan, Kiwanian Judith 
Smith Rodgers.

4 Birthday baby 
Aruba, Palm Beach 
Aruba and Young 
Professionals Aruba 
Kiwanis clubs
Zyanie Howell was 
born January 21, 
2015, exactly 100 
years after the birth 
of Kiwanis. Aruba’s 
three clubs showered 
the child and mother 
with a basket of 
gifts, including a car 
seat, a 500-florin 
savings account and 
a 1,000-florin baby 
store gift certificate.

5 Birthday wishes  
Meru Valley,  
Malaysia 
How better to 
celebrate Kiwanis’ 
anniversary than with 
a party for children? 
That’s what Meru Val-
ley members believe; 
so, they organized a 
carnival of games for 
underprivileged kids. 
In addition to the fun 
activities, the Kiwan-
ians surprised their 
guests with gifts from 
their wish lists.

1 2

3 4

5
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1 Coin owner joins 
Amador County, 
California
In 1965, Thomas 
Moraitis was a Key 
Clubber in Detroit, 
Michigan, and 
received a Kiwanis 
50th-anniversary 
coin. When he re-
cently discovered the 
souvenir in an old 
shoe box, he asked 
himself, “Why not 
return to my roots?” 
He did, joining the 
Amador County club 
this past January.

2 Happy new year 
Ederbergland, 
Germany
Every year, the Eder-
bergland club hosts 
a New Year’s Concert, 
featuring the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra. This 
January, however, the 
concert paid tribute 
to Kiwanis’ 100th 
anniversary, with 
proceeds directed to 
programs that sup-
port early childhood 
music education.

3 Book fair 
Fort Myers Gateway 
to the Islands, 
Florida 
Teaming with Kiwanis’ 
Promotional Partner 
Scholastic, these 
Florida Kiwanians or-
ganized a Centennial 
Celebration Book Fair 
and sent nearly 800 
children home with 
books and smiles. 
The event was so suc-
cessful, another event 
was arranged for 200 
fifth-grade students.

4 Mothers 
know best  
Redmond, Oregon
A group of moms, 
Kiwanians and 
the community 
raised US$700,000, 
including a Kiwanis 
International Foun-
dation grant so 
Redmond kids could 
have an all-inclusive 
Landscape Structures 
playground—the 
largest in the state of 
Oregon. 

5 Let’s dance 
Divisions 15 & 16, 
Andean and Central 
America District
It was, after all, the 
party of the century; 
so, Panama Kiwanians 
decorated the ball-
room with confetti, 
balloons and more 
from a kit provided by 
Kiwanis International. 
Members of 13 clubs 
enjoyed an evening 
of dinner, dance, 
history and Kiwanis 
fellowship.

6 Golden and 
diamond jubilee  
East Rialto,  
California
While simultaneously 
marking their own 
50th anniversary and 
Kiwanis Interna-
tional’s 100th, East 
Rialto Kiwanians 
honored four past 
lieutenant governors 
from their club: Ernie 
Garcia, Sammy Samra, 
Vernon Taylor and 
Max Tidler.

1 2 3

4

5

6
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Umatilla Elementary School 
is about 80 miles from Ken-
nedy Space Center. It’s just 
a field and a fence away 
from a lake in a part of rural 
Central Florida where you’re 
more likely to meet a farmer 
than a former astronaut.

But once a year, on Rocket 
Launch Day, Umatilla fifth-
graders—with the determi-
nation of people who sent 
mankind to the moon—
prove that space and science 
are truly a blast.

As they do, they gain vital 
knowledge of STEM—an 

acronym for science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
mathematics—subjects that 
will serve them well in life, 
organizers and supporters of 
the popular project say.

More than 100 student-
built rockets soared toward 
the heavens during the 
17th annual event this 
past May. It’s sponsored 
by the Kiwanis Club of 
Umatilla and area busi-
nesses that buy ads, which 
help students purchase and 
assemble rockets from 9 
inches to 6 feet tall.

Coach and teacher Mark 
Wilson has led the Lake 
County school’s innovative 
program since its inception, 
addressing topics such as 
aerodynamics, projectile 
motion and acceleration, . 
The project is integrated 
into Grade 5 classroom 
education.

COUNTDOWN
Six rockets at a time, in 
groups called waves, sat 
facing the lake and ready to 
blast off as the student body 
waited for Wilson to start 

the physics of success

STORY BY BRITT KENNERLY  •  PHOTOS BY ROBERTO GONZALEZ

CENTRAL FLORIDA 
FIFTH-GRADERS 

LEARN STEM SKILLS 
AND HAVE A BLAST. 

LITERALLY.
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the physics of success
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the familiar countdown.
“5-4-3-2-1,” the kids 

shouted, wave after wave. 
They roared approval as 
rockets sliced the cloudless, 
brilliant-blue sky, leaving 
wispy contrails before tiny 
parachutes dropped from 
them.

Norah Carpenter strode 
toward the launch area, car-
rying a sparkling-pink-and-
green “G-Force” rocket. At 
6 feet tall, the G-Force tow-
ered over her, but with help, 
Norah secured it on the 
launch apparatus. Then, she 
headed to the control stand 
and eyed her rocket, packed 
with gunpowder that would 
ignite when she pressed a 
button connected to wiring 
leading to the rocket.

“I’m hopeful,” she said.
And post-launch?
“It was great,” she said. “It 

went toward the lake so I 
think we’ll find it.” 

They did, within minutes.
Veteran Kiwanis member 

Tom Rose and other Kiwan-
ians assist with trouble-
shooting, helping kids 
whose rockets might not be 
packed properly or won’t 
take off.

This year, few snafus oc-
curred. Rose smiled every 
time a countdown led to 
success.

“We might have a future 
astronaut or scientist 
here,” he said. “STEM is so 
important to this country’s 
future. But it’s fun for the 
children too. And that’s 
what we want—for them 
to learn but to have a good 
time doing it.”

Every time out, parents, 
grandparents and folks from 
around Umatilla settle into 

“We might have a future astronaut 
or scientist here. STEM is so 
important to this country’s future.”
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lawn chairs or on blankets 
to cheer on the budding 
scientists.

Carly Sayles praised the 
program’s influence on her 
three children. This time, it 
was youngest son Isaiah, 11, 
pressing the launch button.

“He got a new experience, 
something different from 
sports, that can open new 
opportunities and ideas for 
him,” Sayles said.

Isaiah just hoped his “Big 
Bertha” rocket would be 
retrieved. Most are, some 
turning up months or years 

later and landing as far as 
two miles away.

“I learned you can never 
pack a parachute too tightly 
or it won’t work and gets 
stuck,” he said. “And about 
velocity. It’s cool.”

That, Coach Wilson said, 
is what it’s all about.

“This is an experience 
these kids will never forget,” 
he said. “They’re learning 
more than just science; 
about teamwork and stick-
ing to something. And they 
treasure those rockets when 
they get them back.”  K
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The little schoolhouse that could
A 19th century building is back in shape to educate a new generation.

Story by Karen Pyle Trent  |  photos by Patrick Dodson

Between 1930 and 1936, Pauline Williman 

walked each weekday to School #5 in 

Knox, New York. Not far from where she 

lived, the little one-room schoolhouse 

welcomed young students who were 

eager for an education. But over the years, 

the students moved on to newer, larger 

buildings, and little ol’ #5 fell into disrepair.

Today, School #5 stands restored, a 

project completed by the Kiwanis Club 

of the Helderbergs, New York. Williman, a 

member of that club, appreciates the fact 

that history has come full circle for her 

and the little building that is the source of 

many childhood memories.

“This is quite nostalgic for me,” says 

the 89-year-old Williman, who attended 

School #5 through the eighth grade. “I’m 

very happy about it. That school was a 

crucial part of my life.”

Built in the late 1890s, the building had 

seen better days when the Helderbergs 

Kiwanians stepped in to get it back into 

shape.

“The flooring was rotted,” says Dan 

Driscoll, a past president of the Helder-

bergs club who headed up the restora-

tion effort. “At one point, the building had 

been moved off its foundation. We had to 

jack it up and redo the foundation.”

Grants and gift cards from two local 

businesses, as well as the proceeds of a 

fundraising dinner, garnered US$1,605 

to finance the renovation. Kiwanians 

provided the elbow grease.

The Helderbergs Kiwanis Club has con-

tinued the story of School #5 by writing 

a book about the building, its history and 

the restoration. One of the most reward-

ing parts of the process, says Driscoll, was 

collecting memories from Williman and 

other former students.

School #5 is located at Thatcher State 

Park, where children still enter its door, 

but this time for educational tours. It now 

is listed on the (US) National Register of 

Historic Places, which is a source of pride 

for the community.

“I love the little school,” says Williman 

(opposite page). “It was a joy to go there as 

a child. I’m proud to be an alumni.”
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Help Kiwanis Teens Go Global in Summer 2016
K Corps, Kiwanis International’s new two-week international 
exchange program for Kiwanis-family teens (15-18), is looking 
for members to serve as club coordinators. These international 
liaisons create opportunities for clubs, families, and teens to 
learn about other cultures.

Expose clubs and the community to international teens and for-
eign cultures. Guide teens through cultural adjustment. Design 
and execute group service projects. Strengthen your community 
and facilitate international fellowship. Make a difference in the 
lives of global-minded Kiwanis teens. 

800.721.7474    •   www.kiwanis.org/youthexchange

 Become a K Corps club coordinator today!

In cooperation with PAX Laurasian Exchange    

Stuffed love
1,500 stuffed toys! That’s a whole lot of cuddling comfort.

Story by Jack Brockley

Nicholas Cunningham has a soft place in 

his heart for soft toys. That’s because, at the 

age of 7 years old, he found comfort in his 

teddy bear during a brief—nevertheless, 

scary—hospital stay.

Hoping to help other sick children, a 

persistent Cunningham repeatedly sug-

gested that his Laurel Oaks Elementary 

School K-Kids Club of Naples, Florida, 

take on a toy-collection project, which he 

named “Stu� ed Love.” It’s motto, he de-

cided, would be “It’s All About the Smiles,” 

and the toys would be given to children 

through the Cancer Alliance of Naples.

The K-Kids club agreed to support the 

idea, and members recruited Northside 

Naples Kiwanians, their churches, Cub 

Scouts and classmates to help.

Though the � rst collection event 

brought only seven donations, the K-Kids 

kept working toward their ambitious 

1,000-toy goal. The project steadily picked 

up momentum.

“I had people dropping stu� ed animals 

on my doorstep,” Cunningham exults. “I was 

excited to see my dream coming true right 

before my eyes.”

When results surpassed the club’s goal 

and exceeded the Cancer Alliance of 

Naples’ need, the K-Kids sought other out-

lets for the bears, frogs, bunnies, horses, 

ducks, tigers and other plush critters. 

Such as: a children’s hospital, Make-a-Wish 

Foundation, Ronald McDonald House, 

sheri� ’s department and Cunningham’s 

great-grandmother’s nursing home.

Nicholas Cunningham is a 10-year-old 

goal-driven visionary. Hear his story of 

“Stu� ed Love” in an animated video, 

available on the Kiwanis magazine iPad/

Android app.
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Back to the boats
Austrians lead a multi-nation effort to rebuild the 

Philippines’ typhoon-smashed fishing fleet.

Story by Nicholas Drake

Typhoon Yolanda unleashed a special 

kind of havoc November 8, 2013, when it 

slammed into the Philippine Islands and 

took 6,340 lives and left 1,061 missing 

from the Southeast Asia nation. One of the 

hardest hit areas was Ormoc City and the 

tiny fishing villages that dot the Central 

Philippines coastline.

“The livelihood of these fishing families 

depends almost completely on being able 

to fish for their own consumption and 

for a part of each catch to be sold locally,” 

says Konrad Hans Traugott Goll, a member 

of both the Vienna-Europe 1, Austria, and 

Cebu, Philippines, Kiwanis clubs. “All of 

these families are rich in children, which 

was of the main motivations to help.”

Married to native Filipino Elvira Perez Goll, 

a past president of Austria’s Wien-Maria 

Theresia Kiwanis Club, Goll collaborated 

with fellow Austrian and Philippine Kiwan-

ians to initiate relief efforts. His friend Marit 

Stinus Cabugon, past governor of the Phil-

ippine South District, was particularly instru-

mental in matching donations to needs.

“Many of the fishermen were my old 

friends from 12 to 15 years ago when an NGO 

I was connected with organized fishermen 

associations,” says Cabugon, also a member 

of the Vienna-Europa 1 and Cebu Kiwanis 

clubs. “

As donations of cash, hooks and fishing 

line arrived, an idea arose to ask clubs and 

friends to sponsor a boat.

Some 40 fishing boats were sponsored 

by Austrian and Philippine Kiwanians, as 

well as relief organizations. Kiwanis’ Austria 

District sent funds for 15 boats, which were 

handcrafted by boat builders in Ormoc 

City. Art Supangan, a member of the Phil-

ippines’ Malabon Achievers Kiwanis Club, 

donated 20 Yamaha boat engines.

The Kiwanis Club of Sambreville/ 

Jemeppe sur Sambre, Belgium, sponsored 

five fishing boats, complete with gear. The 

Association for Friends of the Philippines in 

Austria staged a charity concert.

“Though the various efforts were spear-

headed by Kiwanians, ultimately many oth-

er parties and individuals joined the cause 

too,” Goll says. “We had 100 percent trans-

parency and accountability. All accounts 

were laid open via web pages and photos. 

The cost of each boat and names of their 

operators were included. This, I believe, 

was one of the factors of why we were able 

to successfully reach out to donors outside 

the circle of Kiwanis clubs.”

“The fishing families were overwhelmed 

and very thankful. Many had never heard 

about Austria or Kiwanis. They were over-

joyed that people from the other side of 

the world had thought about them.”
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Why not  
make this your  

2016 Kiwanis  
One Day Project?

©2015 Landscape Structures Inc.

Celebrate your community with the gift of play

Recognize your Kiwanis club’s commitment to your community with a 

playground. We’ve worked closely with Kiwanis International to create  

exclusive designs that allow your club to leave a legacy of play. Choose one  

of the designs, or use them as a starting point and create a playground design 

that’s unique to your community. Contact your local Landscape Structures 

playground consultant to learn more at 888.438.6574 or 763.972.5200,  

or visit playlsi.com/Kiwanis.

 Proud Kiwanis International Vision Partner

How to go big
A small club earns large returns with 
fundraisers for a good cause.

Story by Marc D. Allan

In 13 years, the Saddle Brook, New Jersey, Kiwanis Club 

has raised nearly US$1 million to support St. Jude Chil-

dren’s Research Hospital—including more than $77,000 

at its annual St. Jude’s Day festivities in October 2014.

All this with 19 members.

“It proves you don’t have to be 

big to be great,” Secretary/treasurer 

Sal Nuccio says.

Nuccio offered these tips to 

other clubs looking to hold major 

fundraisers:

•	 Have events that surprise the 

community. Saddle Brook holds 

four events each year to benefit 

St. Jude, including a beer and 

wine tasting each May and a 

weekly game of chance called 

Queen of Hearts, where it’s pos-

sible to win thousands of dollars.

•	 Create relationships with 

vendors who will support you. 

Saddle Brook has vendors who help the club by 

matching contributions to St. Jude. (Some vendors 

ask to remain anonymous so they’re not besieged by 

other organizations.)

•	 Help others and they’ll help you. When the local am-

bulance corps, fire department and VFW hold events, 

the Kiwanis members are there to help. Those orga-

nizations are happy to return the favor.

•	 Coordinate event dates with other organizations. The 

community gets behind what you’re doing—as long 

as you don’t step on one another’s toes.

•	 Ask. Encourage members to ask businesses to 

donate prizes and community members to sup-

port events. Saddle Brook has received refrigera-

tors, mountain bikes and sports memorabilia as 

donations. “The community gets behind a project 

because you ask and you’re involved,” Nuccio says. “If 

they say no, they say no. That’s all.”
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Learn how your company can become a 
sponsor at www.KiwanisOne.org/partners.

Thank you to  
our sponsors

VISION PARTNERS 

CO-SPONSOR, KEY CLUB INTERNATIONAL

PROMOTIONAL PARTNER

sponsor ad April 2015.indd   1 4/16/15   9:18 AM

SA
VE A BABY A DAY!

SAVE A BABY A DAY!Make your commitment to save a life every single day.

www.TheEliminateProject.org/Baby

birthdays
These clubs celebrate their 25th, 
50th, 75th and 100th anniversaries 
in October 2015. For a more 
complete list, visit Kiwanis.org/
birthdays.

100TH—1915
Cleveland, Ohio, October 19

75TH—1940
Litchfield, Arizona, October 8

New London, Connecticut, 
October 18

Roslyn, New York, October 21

Holly, Michigan, October 28

Bonneville, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
October 30

50TH—1965
Glenview-Northbrook, Illinois, 
October 4

Marilla, New York, October 5

Manhattan-Solar, Kansas,
October 14

Upland-Foothill, California, 
October 14

Tsawwassen, Ladner, British 
Columbia, October 28

25TH—1990
Alamogordo Noon, New Mexico, 
October 1

Plattsburgh Breakfast Club, New 
York, October 1

Kingwood, Texas, October 5

Bastrop-Achievers, Louisiana, 
October 25

Chatsworth, California,
October 25
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Yes, we can
Big or small, one or all: Kiwanis Answers the call.

A remarkable trait of Kiwanis throughout its 
100 years has been its clubs’ versatility. The 
ability to take on projects large and small. The 
agility to take on emergency needs and the 
perseverance to complete long-term projects.

Though not an of� cial organizational creed, 
the name Kiwanis has often been spelled out 

with the mnemonic “Kiwanis Is Where A Need 
Is Served.” Look through a list of Kiwanis ac-
complishments and you’ll � nd service pro-
grams and fundraisers that help persons with 
disabilities, the ill, the scholarly, the young and 
the elderly, the environment, farmers, the poor, 
the homeless, the desperate. … On and on and 

on, the list continues.
You’ll also � nd that Kiwanis service 

can help one child … or many.
In 1924, the Kiwanis Club of Durham, 

North Carolina, spread the love by stag-
ing a talent play and using revenues to 
purchase a truck (top) that would carry 
library books to children living in the ru-
ral sections of Durham County.

In 1922, the Newark, New Jersey, Ki-
wanis Club focused its attention on “an 
innocent victim of the world war.” Five 
months after little Doris Edelman was 
lifted into a vehicle, en route to Kiwanis-
sponsored treatments, she was walking 
and jumping rope (bottom). “Today,” The 
Kiwanis Magazine reported in 1922, “she 
is just like other children. …”

Whenever, wherever, why-ever, what-
ever, however for whomever … Kiwanis 
� nds a way.

rusticpathways.com/keyclub 800.321.4353 keyclub@rusticpathways.com

Rustic Pathways ™

What's on the agenda of your  
next Kiwanis meeting? Consider 

sponsoring a Key Clubber to 
participate in a Rustic Pathways 

Service program. 

Learn more at  
rusticpathways.com/keyclub

SERVICE 
TRAVEL 

ADVENTURE 
CULTURAL IMMERSION

Rustic Pathways is an official
 Service Leadership Program 

Co-Sponsor of Key Club. 

Untitled-1   1 7/8/15   5:32 PM
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Kiwanis Intl. 3636 Woodview Tr. Indianapolis, IN 46268-3196 USA

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

WHAT’S YOUR STORY
If your club has a success story, simply
email a summary and a few photos 
to shareyourstory@kiwanis.org to be 
considered for possible future use in 
Kiwanis International publications.

Now available for Android tablets!

DON’T JUST READ THE STORIES,
REACH OUT AND TOUCH THEM.

Experience the exciting Kiwanis magazine app.

This free, interactive and entertaining app brings 
new dimension to Kiwanis magazine through video, 
slideshows, audio and other exciting features. Touch 
the heartwarming stories of Kiwanis’ impact on 
children around the world, and be touched in return.

You’ll find the iPad version in Apple’s Newsstand and 
the Android version in the Google Play Store. 

Download the Kiwanis magazine app now, and 
experience the future of storytelling.
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