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New OBAT Information Technology
Center!

OBAT Receives 2015 Top Rated Non-Profit Award!

We have been honored with one of the first Top-Rated
Awards of 2015 from GreatNonprofits! Marking the

second year in a row that we have earned this award,
we appreciate all of your reviews! 

Read our reviews here and add your own.
 

Thanks for the Incredible Ramadan Contributions

Towards the end of each Ramadan, OBAT distributes
food among the camp residents so that they can

celebrate Eid joyfully as well. This year, food items
were distributed to 1,709 families in the following cities:

Halishaher, Ferozeshah, Rangpur and Khulna. The
items included: 5 kg rice, 1 kg sugar, 1 kg polaw rice, 2
kg flour, I liter soybean cooking oil and 200 g semolina.

Thank you for spreading this joy among the camp
residents.

Qurbani Program Feeds Thousands

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_cyhbJWxnrgbrEZdEpNPFpVpmGs_CIKDNSsuh_PO9fJ-0fnvtqWdGN03_Z0hbkGo9dEXkMRKcWQlbdu9wPRlHrrCGIlsNrmxQjlMEMvC0mcbhQWBPKLrqnxH9YXU76tOsWBTgus2FN6raaht8_9u6PEE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71plRtIaBLdQJk2cWPJrJIQn39ERw7k3zxJA0QXq5ai0LeATKad06GESbj-DjuhhkEhZLdYbs-gDxctxhqy31fAXckZqS7AN6L1WjPQ4kz7RUGkqh6StimUYg==&c=&ch=


A new OBAT IT center at Mirpur was inaugurated on September

12th by Mr. Husam Ahmad, CEO of Ahmad Foundation

New York USA and his friend Mr. Quaiser Hashmi. The objective

of the center is to improve the  IT expertise of camps'  youths.
Being well versed with computers will greatly improve their
prospects for finding a job in the growing IT sector. Mirpur is a
very densely populated area with more than fifty thousand Urdu
speakers living in about thirty-nine camps. OBAT already has
four pre-existing computer training centers operating in the cities
of Dhaka, Rangpur, Syedpur and Khulna.

Nine New Preschools in Syedpur!

Meat distribution in Syedpur

More than ten thousand families received meat from
your Udhiya/Qurbani contributions. Meat was

distributed in the following cities: Chittagong, Khulna,
Rangpur, Syedpur, Bogra, Mymensingh, Gaibandha

and Narayan Ganj. Seventy-one cows and one hundred
and sixty one goats were slaughtered on Eid-ul-Adha.

Thank you for your compassionate contributions!
 

Anwar Khan Makes Appearance on Voice of
America           

Voice of America invited OBAT President, Anwar Khan,
to take part on their weekly interview show, Cafe DC

hosted by Faiz Rehman. 
Watch the insightful interview here.

Anwar Khan on Voice of America's Cafe DC

  

 Team OBAT is Growing!

left: Dr. John Clark; right: Immad Ahmed

Dr. John Clark who has been serving on OBAT's advisory
board since 2007 has now joined OBAT as its

new Executive Director. OBAT will benefit greatly from
his leadership and expertise. 

More about John here.
 

Mr. Immad Ahmed who has served as a board member

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71plRtIaBLdQJk2cWPJrJIQn39ERw7k3zxJA0QXq5ai0LeATKad06GESbj-DjuhhkEhZLdYbs-gDxctxhqy31fAXckZqS7AN6L1WjPQ4kz7RUGkqh6StimUYg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71plRtIaBLdQJk2cWPJrJIQn39ERw7k3zxJA0QXq5ai0LeATKad06GESbj-DjuhhkEhZLdYbs-gDxctxhqy31fAXckZqS7AN6L1WjPQ4kz7RUGkqh6StimUYg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71p4xSJORPCn5iHlLyQvgga2X1b3zhsjleXBRJ2u6ToiL6bGH8_zb0G5v7F4roF64h83LfRP-JsDKj1mEL4NUMjR1-EiqOd_nu037k6E8dvNR07lB75_l7y1CKkkGWhNbfqpLSu5iitnctmbmyn2O-zsA==&c=&ch=


Nine new OBAT preschools have been established in Syedpur.
Another 195 little children will be able to receive the preschool
instruction essential for getting them into an elementary school.
 
Our Project Officer, Mr. Sohail Khan has been out and about,
going around the country and visiting various educational
projects of OBAT. The city of Syedpur was one of the stops he
made during his trek through the country. On the 11th of
August, Mr. Sohail Khan organized an entire day of training for
the Syedpur Preschool teachers. Some of the topics covered under
the training included, child psychology and teaching and letter
writing methods. With the twenty-five preschools of OBAT
already in operation, the total number of our preschools is now
thirty-four! Here's to achieving higher education goals!

 

University Coaching Now Offered at
Dhaka Tutoring Center

for the past year has now joined us as a Chief
Operating Officer. More about Immad here.

 
We are thankful that OBAT has such great leadership-
with John and Immad being another wonderful addition

to our team. Stay tuned for further updates!

"Conventionally," speaking....

OBAT's booth at APPNA 2015

Thank you to everyone who stopped by and shared
their thoughts with us at the recent APPNA and ISNA
conventions. We welcome such opportunities to meet

new friends. Email and let us know how if you
recommend OBAT getting involved in an upcoming

event!

Training for Rangpur Teachers

 A training program was held on 14th August 2015 for
the teachers of the Rangpur School.This training was

conducted by the Govt. ATEO (Assistant Thana
Education Officer), Md Abdul Basar Mahmudunnabi. 
Some of the topics covered under the training included

How to behave with the students and 
How to address mathematical, grammatical problems. 
Mr. Md Abdul Basar Mahmudunnabi was pleased with

the participation of the teachers and he showed an
interest in providing more training for OBAT's teachers.

OBAT Joins Global Giving U.K.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71p4xSJORPCn5iHlLyQvgga2X1b3zhsjleXBRJ2u6ToiL6bGH8_zb0G5v7F4roF64h83LfRP-JsDKj1mEL4NUMjR1-EiqOd_nu037k6E8dvNR07lB75_l7y1CKkkGWhNbfqpLSu5iitnctmbmyn2O-zsA==&c=&ch=


Getting admission in the renowned universities of Bangladesh,
such as the University of Dhaka, is extremely tough. Students
face much harsher competition in the university admission tests.
OBAT is committed to providing all types of assistance to the
students in order to successfully build access to a better future.
OBAT's Dhaka tutoring center has arranged University admission
test coaching for its scholarship students as well as those who
attend the tutoring center there. This year, twenty students also
took the (HSC) or Higher Secondary School Exam after being
prepared by the Dhaka tutoring center.
 

OBAT's Paralegal Program Flourishes

OBAT initiated a Paralegal program at Rangpur camp in
October 2014. The appointed Paralegal organized seven meetings
which were attended by 200 women from Rangpur camps.
Paralegals create awareness amongst the camp residents about
the importance of birth certificates, death certificates, national
ID card, passport issuance and trade licenses. Sixty people
received birth certificates and five people received an ID card
with the assistance of our paralegal. We are thankful to COM
for providing training to our Paralegal.

The seventh meeting of this project was held on 11th June, 2015 at

camp no. 3 inside the Tamir-e-Millat primary school. More than 100

camp women of all ages attended as the paralegal brought to their

attention that anyone who did not possess the

OBAT's project manager, Mr. Sohail Khan
with young preschoolers

Did you know that through "Gift Aid," the UK
government matches donations made by British citizens

by 25%?
If you are a British citizen, you can now not only

donate to OBAT's preschools directly as OBAT is now
listed on Global Giving UK too, but also have your

donation matched by 25%.
Click here to magnify the impact of your contribution:
http://www.globalgiving.co.uk/donate/8225/obat-

helpers-inc/
 

Read our latest Global Giving report, "Spreading the
light with new preschools," here. 

Time to Join the Upcoming #OBATAnnualTrip!

OBAT wants to invite each one of you to join us in the
upcoming annual inspiring trip to visit the camps in

Bangaldesh. If you are looking to spend a
few meaningful days learning the culture and enjoying

the hospitality of a new country, then make
Bangladesh a part of your travel plans this December.
Mr. Anwar Khan will be spending time with the OBAT

family from December 15th 2015 to January 9th 2016.
Join him for as many days as you can for an enriching,

soul-stirring experience. In the past, we have been
joined by a diverse array of passionate professionals and

students of all ages and backgrounds. Reach us via
email if you are interested in making this journey!

Visitors Light up Lives in the Camps

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71pR9kclMOkFUTlR0mm-Nmvl7Ylx2OPE4rqkTHVWbQrZmgen-3aIc0sjz8C0nrDyfvs6VarhT1tnAQ09pKh6Axqo_YbnPcq18pepYWeP_uRyZK7KtgPEWKZIMrPtkXolp8U9iFgMJ2tEn2c8atowKcH5HyMBPpERWFn2m73QzeCvdzObt3ln6h3yaBzd62LdzQRAD5H_jy7GeO2kn_a5M0_waK7e0csPWERHS8-cQ2pJ9o=&c=&ch=


necessary certificates could contact the OBAT paralegal center to receive

assistance with the issuance of these certificates. The women who

attended, also inquired about adult education, income generating

programs and all types of legal issues. 

New Washroom Built in Rangpur

In Alam Nagar Colony, Rangpur, six restroom chambers were
constructed by OBAT- three for men and women each. About
fifty families or 250 people will be using this facility. Access to
simple sanitation facilities like these is severely restricted for the
camp residents and one bathroom, at times, tends to be used by
close to 100 or more people.

Euglena's Nutrition Program for
OBAT's Students                               

Euglena's nutrition program for OBAT's students

The Japanese company, Euglena has now initiated its nutritional
biscuits distribution in OBAT's BLS school as well as Mirpur

Mr. Husam Ahmed with scholarship
students. In front are the computers

gifted by him to the students.

 
Visitors from all over have been keeping exciting things
happening at OBAT. In September, OBAT's long time
supporter, Mr. Tanvir Alam visited from Canada. He

visited the Working Children School, preschool
and the market camp. 

Indiana University, SPEA (School of Public and
Environmental Affairs student, Mahbubur Rahman

Masum not only visited several projects but also returned
to the US with extensive video footage and photographs
of the camp residents. We are very grateful to him as

he enlisted the help of his professional photographer and
videographer friends to make this possible. Masum has
graciously donated these pictures and videos to OBAT.

Mr. Husam Ahmed from New York visited the OBAT
English School, NLJ High School and also met the

scholarship students.
There were forty scholarship students present at the

meeting at the Westin Hotel. When Mr. Husam Ahmad
learned from the students that their studies were being

hampered due to lack of access to
computers, he generously gifted a computer to each of
the forty students who were present at the meeting.

Mr. Husam's friend, Mr. Qaiser Hashmi who was
accompanying him, donated twenty pairs of benches

for OBAT's BLS school.
Dr. Shahid Ahmed, founder of dopeace.org also
visited from the U.S. Upholding the mission of his
organization, Dr. Ahmed has also developed some

preschools for OBAT and is a constant source of support
to the organization. Our heartfelt gratitude to each of

these visitors for lightning up the lives of the camp
residents.

Upcoming event:
A Report from Bangladesh: Vulnerability and

Empowerment in the 21st Century

Masum, with Dhaka English School



preschool students.The company has already been distributing
the biscuits at OBAT's NLJ School since April 2015. Euglena has
also carried out a nutrition survey (height and weight
measurements) of OBAT English School's students and will begin
a biscuit distribution program there from April 2016. Euglena
plans to address nutritional deficiencies arising from
malnutrition through its nutritional biscuits program. This
program is aimed at solving the nutritional crises of
disadvantaged children.

 

About OBAT

OBAT Helpers is a U.S. based non-profit, 501(c)3 organization
committed to providing aid, support, education and economical
empowerment to suffering and displaced people. Our immediate

focus is the forgotten and ignored Urdu speaking community,
commonly known as stranded Pakistanis/Biharis, who have been
suffering silently in the many shanty camps across Bangladesh

for the past 43 years. OBAT was formed ten years ago to
empower the camp residents through its various projects related

to health, education and micro finance.
 

We hope that you will continue your generous support and create
hope for these unfortunate and forgotten people. Together, we
are making a difference in their lives as we help them fulfill

their hopes and dreams.
 

Please share this message with your friends and
families and invite them to join us on this

journey! 

 

_________________________________ 

 

We value and appreciate your support
tremendously. For questions and concerns,
please email us at contact@obathelpers.org

  

Spread the word
&

 Donate!
Connect with Us

 
Find us on Facebook

 
Follow us on Twitter

 
Visit our website

 
Find us on YouTube

Connect on LinkedIn

students.

SPEA student and Bangladeshi native Mohammad
Mahbubur Rahman Masum spent several weeks this

summer documenting and evaluating OBAT's programs
in the camps. See images and watch video interviews of

his research into:
* Micro-loan programs supporting new businesses for

women
* Schools and tutoring centers 

* OBAT Think Tank, a remarkable youth-driven
leadership initiative

* Vocational training programs

Event details: Oct 7th; 7:00-8:30 PM, 
Krannert room of the Indiana Interchurch Center.

Please RSVP!

A Greener Future with... Coconut Trees! 

Gilatala land was acquired for refugees (Indian
Migrants) in 1962. Some refugees were rehabilitated

there. At present, it's called, "stranded people camp" as
the land was handed over to the camp residents. Last

year, OBAT initiated a fish farming project in
Gilatala. Recently, the visiting OBAT team 

planted twenty coconut trees near a pond. This
project is a green initiative as well as a future source of
income for the camp residents who assisted the OBAT
team with the planting of the trees. They have also
 been entrusted with the care of these trees in the

future.

Can you be our matchmaker?

Do you work for any of these great companies?
Boeing|British

Petroleum|CarMax|ExxonMobil|Gap|General
Electric|Johnson & Johnson|Microsoft|Soros

Management Fund|State Street Corporation

 The above companies are all top matching gifts
companies (not a complete list). You can double your

donation to us when your employers match your
donation. Check with your employer if they have a

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_cyZQOd8-tr_6ipMA_xsxJbqkvYak3ECT9uQygP47a_aoOhrNG09DAlEvS6txZm_V7Pi3cy2gUXp2cz92lwskFpu0cbd4ydjBmi6VilYIXI2W0jRNETzOO9dIzcLgRYL_z0-kz4XwKAwLuztZg81U9mtkg-YK4EUNFw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c3FQQjHFMqDGHqcHXFeZhSeSm63IV7Yck1jKAKB7AzvTYCuXDRhT2533qQToLP13JxrulckgjUuUn3Pj8FfYoCAH6F0iWtbthA0ITLM5mAeDpwkURS43TjyQOyc4Y4W3UlVn6M5nRbrP&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_czlaMB9NvU3Il3_CAS-NSJpHIQ3fA7IsZhqFFuO3Iech05tBfF8uIlBz17utXUy5Mxgt1mPo3ThOv0UGh5g3SL09Ggh0Jtlq1ZIzQIarOSwh0cyLjKIdmVjbHq_NQf_ppg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c6qMbhSD1R67j2wiTRcujAiXj1fM2-gianfzabJ99aEkjtruG-Wx0Yyu5trjDnoNFIlPs9YvwBzCCQLg_KAUIGnRkpKuFBoVxmsuuw_PCjiIKL0XojQr0lc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c3FQQjHFMqDGMTFaN4bsfIcEYwnm7j_mfxxxBHHHPQ82x5d164H68vFvyNjYNBBuVWJ6x0kdYUYYsi9aDsEgrecngjZZMhOHVjVgykkGRmnGawtVm_Jmea_Xt141mykeGJQMdoVlJ6NA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_czlaMB9NvU3IISjI9V2Nk6Cjbnjg-ZQM5RH7hy0i9QoAr3pv7LjJf-inrAu5JzYuIbpfHrXojE1wRvMaOJs6CSLjaA77mhIP2pPOwMfI3MXIGBfo_XT9huWwq5kD0TZqhsrIxqKsCJf08vxhpBXCewDsmmMVY6zKHeELg9Wpcr6Q&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c9WvxVr7c71pfTw5i3WPuNE1IzQ1tPUk-LNGRcGBjKlp-psh87AvtF1hNOOQUqrltIfWKpXM0-CvJHW0gI9DuZq6dGyN2YQlNVnNVVIrz8h9xlvqTCcZMHjsqvbOEQUeObo3CM2nVa5utvkiTKPUTcVxB9rcGbDhSQ==&c=&ch=


Follow us on Pinterest
matching gift program and double your impact!

  

Shop at Amazon 

 

OBAT is a part of Amazon Smile. You can combine
shopping and giving when you shop at Amazon.

Amazon will make a donation to OBAT Helpers if you
designate it as the charity of your choice.

 http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0946122

How can YOU Help?

Buy our book, "Forgotten," to support our
projects

Watch and share our new documentary

Review us here to show your support

Volunteer

Intern

Spread the word

Donate!
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c3FQQjHFMqDG3c0I6p2FkRqJ2vlrJ4G5XwJaX4lcLjSIZ_Nmv_eDH546dNHkWZjYsfIC-EAaJHZwrtBycr7IgnuqDceiphKYQ3EXmB4gf5iwc_y_aR1-UkHJ4g3QQu43n-7eXfm6xEz_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c3l4ZCqKswvbfVEomYNyGFfDmzEvNq2T5Yl3nR5CDoR8kgMlO_4vULoqbYDkY9BNA2ecHwL3PS19P3dCW7p36obd8-Q1dT2NafXWiGwbw5qK-bd_BQ2lKsmv-rkweIWQvhozolQhSSjPmB07mGNPv6e4WvyWkuwohPCMaOtteb0cYUxO2O4JN2_mE2V-m_hEj8DG6ufnI3qO&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_c61Gp-iRUJ26_6NgWuaWYfoHBVV1Cnmcp3c12xUg3g-RAKkKfqI-q_mFlFn27VfXaT2WaSaAHj5On8p5aIA898mWFHAcpYNMm4xwGmif18hlumJ81kqVpxeBHyeEBjCwc0Mm-M4ZjlmL9NtK_1rGOQE=&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qO7ZdDcvMV96BOMXgHhbELgd0DQ4cmiIt6PGGN373LSop_3aUhD_cyUTui9APoMBm3Q9lMjc-OGzkWDmhknC5ZcLVL1jmmbT3GQozyDzQbQSGZ8nYelA3zYK9wel22bHbmr3Jur-z4ICxZaNo5OGeNUikNr39Rb2WYey5OCy7qgVvOnsV3gGJDOuNv-OBZVC4xcyCNIc8LyoiOQkJEt_4Q==&c=&ch=

