
 

Educational Debt & 
Career Choice – JADA 

 
A recent JADA publication 
looks at the relationship 
between education debt and 
career choice, particularly 
decisions to specialize, 
participate in public health 
insurance programs, and join 
dental management service 
organizations (DMSOs). 
Using data from the American 
Dental Association 2015 office 
database, the authors looked 
at the relationships among 
education debt, demographic 
characteristics, and dentist 
career choices. Findings 
include that for each $10K 
increase in education debt, 
dentists were 0.9% more 
likely to join a DMSO (relative 
risk ratio, 1.009; 95% 
confidence interval, 1.0021 to 
1.0164) and 0.6% less likely 
to join a non-DMSO group 
practice (relative risk 
ratio,0.994;95% confidence 
interval, 0.9897 to 0.9987) 
over a solo practice. 
Education debt did not have a 
statistically significant 
association with the decision 
to participate in public health 
insurance programs, but it did 
have a statistically significant 
association with the decision 
to specialize. The authors 
conclude that education debt 
had a modest association with 
some career choices among 
dentists. Demographic 
characteristics, such as race 
and sex, had a greater 
association. While dental 
education debt has increased 
substantially in recent years, it 
had only a modest association 
with some career choices.  
 
Read the full JADA article at: 
http://jada.ada.org/article/S00
02-8177(17)30601-3/fulltext 

 
 
 
 

Rowing in the Same Direction was the theme of the 52nd annual Fall Teaching Conference held at 
Conner Prairie. At the same time, our IUSD staff gathered at the Indianapolis Zoo and 
participated in team building and a communication styles workshop lead by Rocco Mazza of the 
IU Organizational Development Office. Up at the Teaching Conference, faculty had a unique 
opportunity to engage with a national thought leader in dental education, Dean Emeritus Allan J. 
Formicola (Columbia University School of Dental Medicine), who provided our Thursday 
afternoon plenary and workshop to challenge the IUSD community as we think about ways to  
Advance Dental Education in the 21st Century. The August and September editions of the 
ADEA Journal of Dental Education published a series of provocative articles that should make 
every dental educator/administrator stop and think about the next 20 years of our profession. 
The impact of a variety of forces at work will have a decided impact on educational models, 
workforce needs and the U.S. dental care delivery system. I was very pleased to observe our 
faculty’s collective conversation on the future of dental education at the Teaching Conference. 
The better the IUSD community understands the societal, economic, oral disease patterns and 
technology trends facing the profession, the better we can plan our educational programs so we 
will equip all of our students with the knowledge and skills to enable 2040 graduates of Indiana 
to be alumni …..of one of the best dental schools of the 21st century. 
 

Fritts Clinical Care Center as of October 2017  
We are getting close! The construction 
trailer is gone! Landscape plantings are 
beginning to arrive! Note the yellow 
brick of the ‘B’ bulding is almost 
covered up! The Fritts Clinical Care 
Center is taking shape daily as seen in 
this monthly photo of the east 
elevation of the new building. The 
Messer construction team continues to 
make excellent progress as it finishes 
interior areas. We remain on track for 

building completion in the first quarter of 2018 with full operation by July 1, 2018. Look for 
information on the Grand Opening soon! 
 

IU State of the University (read it here) 
President Michael McRobbie delivered his annual State of the University address on October 10. 
He highlighted key elements of IU’s strategic initiatives – 2019-20 IU Bicentennial, IU Online, a 
$50 million Grand Research Challenge focused on the opioid crisis in Indiana, pervasive teaching 
and learning for students, and preserving the unique IU Collections. As IU’s 18th president, 
McRobbie is committed to ensuring that Indiana University continues to stand for truth and is a 
community whose members embrace dispassionate rationality and act ethically. 
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IUSD Student Outreach Clinic wins $100,000 USA Today grant 

 IUSD's Student Outreach Clinic (SOC) won a $100,000 grant from the USA Today Network/Gannett Foundation to provide oral 
health care to uninsured adults in an impoverished Indianapolis neighborhood. With the grant money, patients may receive 
more complex care than can be provided at the SOC, which operates two Saturdays a month on the near eastside of 
Indianapolis. More than 200 volunteer dental and dental hygiene students run the clinic, with support from 13 faculty members. 
Read more about the grant and how an IUSD connection to the Indianapolis Star made it happen here. Bravo to our fantastic 

student leaders! 
 

Be Part of the Common Good – @IU October 16th 
Relationships, health and peace of mind – they're all connected. A new program at IU asks, “When was the last time we thought 
about what goes into a good relationship?” On Oct. 16, employees across all seven IU campuses can explore this topic in Healthy 
IU's inaugural Common Good four-week online practice. The voluntary program, which is also open to spouses of IU employees, 
is an engaging, research-based way for participants to observe the effects of relationships on their everyday lives. Participants 
will also practice one new relationship-building skill during each week of Common Good: gratitude, purpose, effective 
communication and self-compassion. This sounds like good medicine for all of us. 
 

Regatta 2017 Results – IUSD Women take 1st and 3rd in 9th IUPUI Regatta 
IU School of Dentistry's legacy of success continued a few weeks ago at the 9th annual IUPUI Regatta. After reaching the podium 
the past four years in a row, the Golden Crowns (nursing student Marilee Tullis and D4s Logan Wheeler, Jillian Albee, Emma 
Meyer) broke through this year with their first outright win! Last year's women's champions, Minty Fresh (Allison Williams, 
Hailey Wilson, Audrey Welklin, Becca Baer, Bridget Swope) held on for a third place finish. Congrats as well to the Allied 
Programs, which had strong showings this year. The DAST Girls (Dental Assisting students Mara Zinin, Ally Cummings, Abby 
Bennett, Maddy Rich) made the finals, and Future Prophy Wives (Dental Hygiene students Stacey Mitscher, Lydia Borgman, 
Emily Morris, Kristi LeBeau) rounded out the top 10! More photos from the event available on our Facebook page. 
 

United Way Kick-off – IUSD Wins Again! 
IUSD maintained our strong winning streak at the United Way kick-off again this year as your charming IUSD-IUPUI celebrity 
server wait staff catered to your dining needs and once again earned the award for most tips donated to the United Way. We 
raised just shy of a whopping $1,600. Good fun, food, fellowship and all for a good cause! Thanks for supporting United Way. 

 

 

 

 



Thanks to each of you for your dedication 
to and support of the Vision and Mission of 
IUSD.  
 

-John

 
Check out all the current IU 
Dentistry news on our website:  
www.dentistry.iu.edu  
or on our Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/IUDentistry

Upcoming IUSD Events 
 

o October 18-22 – ADA Annual Session, Atlanta 
o October 20 – IUSD Alumni Reception, Atlanta 
o October 27 – IUSD Board of Advisors 
o October 27 – IU Dental Alumni Association 5-6:30pm (Woodstock Club) 
o October 27 – IUSD 15th Annual Dean’s Society Dinner (Woodstock Club)  
o November 13 – ASDA Vendor Day (IUSD)  

http://click.e.iu.edu/?qs=fefddfd1db7e2007790a86a2d95e94113e16d89e7523a08302192be715468202dc0c5c41aa0a048511e4b2d76ac0b72f
https://news.iu.edu/stories/2017/10/iu/inside/10-common-good.html?utm_source=2017-10-11&utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_content=Common-Good&utm_campaign=2017-inside-iu-distribution
https://healthy.iu.edu/campus-programs-services/university/common-good.html
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http://www.facebook.com/IUDentistry

