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patients in Haiti and rural Mexico. 
On the cover, clockwise from top: 
1) Haiti volunteers Gina Meylan (1), . 
Swati Patel, and Crystal Page on 
a hike outside the town of Gressier 
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The story begins ?n page 2. 
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. From the Dean 
My Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

W hen I wrote my first 
Dean's column for the 
Alumni Bulletin in 1997, 
the first IUSD class to 

experience the new dental edu
cation curriculum was about to 
begin. As I write this column 
today, that class, the Class of 
2001, is about to graduate. It has 
been an incredibly exciting and 
uplifting experience to see the 
progress, growth, and metamor
phosis of these outstanding 
young professionals during this 
four-year period. 

Our faculty has worked unbe
lievably hard to develop and 
deliver what is now known as 
the Indiana Model of dental edu
cation. We all embarked together 
on this journey guided by what 
was really just a set of rough 
navigational charts, knowing full 
well there would most likely be 
unanticipated challenges, shallow 
water, rapids, submerged objects, 
and storms along the way. 

Well, we were right. 
There have been many chal

lenges, and we have made many 
course corrections. But together 
we have arrived at the first way 
station for our Class of 2001: 
graduation from dental school. 

However, the challenges we 
have encountered and mastered 
are not all that has made this jour
ney unique. It has been unique in 
that the students have been far 
more than interested passengers; 
they have in fact been fully 
engaged navigation consultants all 
along the way. Despite the fact 
that we have had numerous con
sultants and other friends from 
outside IUSD providing advice 
and guidance both before we 
started and during the past four 
years, far and away our most 
important consultants have been 
our students. And our success has 
been largely due to their active 

engagement in the process, their 
excitement about their special 
place in history, their profession
alism, and their commitment 
to excellence. 

I cannot adequately express 
how proud we are of the Class of 
2001. It will be some years before 
we can fully judge the impact of 
the Indiana Model on this first 
class to experience it. However, 
the initial outcomes are most grati
fying. The students' professional 
maturity, readiness for clinic, and 
excellent performance on both 
school examinations and national 
boards are strong indications that 
the learning that occurred during 
their four years of dental school 
has prepared them better than any 
previous generation to take on the 
rigors of the career in dentistry 
facing them. 

So on behalf of the IUSD faculty 
and staff (and I know the alumni), 
I am-proud to salute the graduates 
of the Class of 2001, to congratu
late them on their journey and the 
role they actively played, and to 
thank them for joining so enthusi
astically and meaningfully in the 
advancement of dental education 
atlU. 

Through the Class of 2001 
and those that will follow, we 
at Indiana have begun the process 
of changing our profession by 
changing the professional. Good 
luck, Class of 2001. You have 
enabled us to carry out our 
motto, Indiana University School 
of Dentistry, Always Striving for 
Simply the Best, and never taking 
it for granted. You have made us 
all proud. 

I invite you to share the excit
ing articles in this issue of the 
Alumni Bulletin. 

You will read about our new 
Director of Student Diversity 
Support, Ms. Traci Adams, and 
the challenging job she has ahead. 

Also you will note memorable 
articles marking-the retirement 
of two of our most valued and 
beloved IUSD family, both of the 
Department of Oral Pathology, 
Medicine, and Radiology. Dr. 
Abdel Kafrawy retired after 31 
years of outstanding service to our 
students and faculty, setting the 
bar for academic excellence and 
love of learning for so many of 
our graduate students over the 
years. Shirley Shazer retired after 
45 years of service supervising 
the laboratory and research activi
ties of faculty and students and 
becoming a trusted adviser and 
friend to all. We will miss them 
both very much and wish them 
all the best in the next stages of 
their lives. 

Finally, this issue of the Bulletin 
features a story on the outstanding 
experiences some of our students 
had this year during their Spring 
Break. Under the leadership of 
Dr. Karen Yoder, director of the 
Division of Community Dentistry, 
one group of our students traveled 
to Haiti and another to Calnali, 
Mexico, to engage in service
learning experiences that have 
changed their perspectives on 
their profession and its potential 
for the rest of their lives. 

It is an exciting time indeed 
to be at IUSD. 

Congratulations again to the 
DDS Class of 2001 and to all of 
our graduates in dental assisting, 
dental hygiene, and graduate 
dentistry. 

And thank you again for the 
privilege of serving as your dean. 
I'll write again soon. You do too. 

Lawrence I. Goldblatt, DDS, MSD 
Dean 

~/.utb'l 
April 26, 2001 

2001 Vol 1 S, No 2 • IUSD Alumni Bulletin l 



2001 Vol 1 S, No 2 IUSD Alumni Bulletin 

1/'ed.fi"j ,a+ibl.fs ,'n- +he 
MeK.iCt1.11, villdjt, 1 Tu.la 

2001 Vol 1 S, No 2 IUSD Alumni Bulletin 



7Jeh,fa/ sfudbtrfs ~h>,, ~fewtv+ (/),, 1Jav,d"K.~,, 11.h,c/ AjYY>lll ~ecli~ l)h, fJ,e ty~s 
1 fJ,e CJ,ri.sfi1J.1wille Missi"11, 1't.. Haifi 

F
rom a student's perspective, 
there were plenty of reasons 
not to consider participating in 
the IU School of Dentistry's 

first outreach efforts in rural Haiti 
and Mexico. 

For one thing, the week-long 
trips would be taking place dur
ing Spring Break-that wonderful 
hiatus students look forward to 
all year for its lavish promise of 
fun, leisure, and the bliss of a 
schedule-less existence. 

For another, graduation-and 
its often stressful requirements
would be gathering freight-train 
momentum by March 10, the day 
the trips were set to begin. 

For yet another, these two 
adventures were not being 
offered without a price tag
participants would be expected 
to raise funds to cover their 
own expenses, including the 
hefty cost of plane tickets. 

Yet when the call went out 
last fall for students 

to participate in · 

St~pin9, 
Outside the 

Comfort Zone 
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Alternative Spring Break-a 
first-of-its-kind program at 
IUSD giving students an oppor
tunity to provide treatment to 
underserved patients in other 
countries-the volunteers were 
plentiful. More than 60 turned 
out to learn about the trips at 
the first orientation meeting. 
About 30 applications were 
then considered for 11 positions 
that were eventually filled by 
nine dental and two dental 
hygiene students. 

Dr. Timothy Carlson, the 
IU faculty member who served 
as on-site mentor for the stu
dents in Haiti, treated patients 
in a mission clinic in Haiti for 
two years after graduating from 
IUSD in 1978. He found the 
enthusiastic response from the 
student body gratifying. 

"Students who are attracted 
to projects like this are interested 
in helping those less fortunate 
than themselves," he says. 
"They also are adventuresome, 
and have a desire to experience 
different cultures." 

Alternative Spring Break is 
one of the first annual student 

outreach programs to be estab
lished by the school's new 

Division of Community Den
tistry, which is under the direc
tion of Dr. Karen Yoder. 

Years ago, Dr. Yoder and her 
husband, Keith Yoder (DDS'63), 
provided dental care as volun
teers in East Africa for five years. 
"It was the most dynamic learn
ing experience we had ever 
encountered/' she says. "It broad
ened our world view and opened 
many doors. If IUSD can make 
international programs routinely 
available for students and faculty, 
the rewards will be great." 

This international progr~m is 
expected to play a key role, along 
with a variety of projects being 
created to assist the citizens of 
Indiana, in the school's commit
ment to expand its service-learn
ing opportunities for students. 

The service-learning method 
of teaching identifies specific 
learning objectives and out
comes for the services students 
provide to persons in need with
in a community. Projects are 
developed through collaborations 
between community service 
organizations and educational 
institutions in ways that are 
beneficial to both. 

"IUSD students seem very 
eager to participate in learning 
experiences-both international 
and local-that can't be dupli
cated within the walls of the 
school/' Dr. Yoder says. "For a 
local project this year, the school 
toted portable dental equipment 
to several shelters for homeless 
persons and victims of domestic 
violence to provide free dental 
sealants for the children living 
in these facilities. We asked for 
40 student faculty, and staff 
volunteers-110 signed up! 
Students today are much more 
interested and involved in the 
community and the world 
around them than we were 
as students." 

Premiering in 2001, IUSD' s 
Alternative Spring Break sent 
three students to Calnali, 
Hildago, in east central Mexico, 



and eight students to the 
Christianville Mission on the 
outskirts of Gressier, a town 
about 18 miles west of Haiti's 
capital of Port-au-Prince. 

A series of orientation classes 
were held prior to the trips to 
prepare students on matters 
related to each country's culture 
and language and on issues 
related to health and politics. 
Organizers from both groups 
communicated closely with local 
healthcare providers in Haiti 
and Mexico during the program
planning stages. 

The Alternative Spring Break 
experience wasn't limited to 
those who actually traveled to 
Mexico and Haiti. "There was 
broad awareness of the program 
throughout the school," says 
Dr. Yoder. "Many students, staff, 
and faculty contributed or helped 
to raise money and attended a 
slide show presented by the 
students after they returned." 

Mexico 
The students who traveled 

to Calnali, a town of about 2,000 
residents, became part of a 
larger interdisciplinary team 
of healthcare providers from 
the IU Schools of Medicine and 
Nursing. The Calnali Medical 
Mission is an annual program 
that was first coordinated in 
1999 by Dr. Patricia Keener, 
associate chair of the medical 
school's Department of 
Pediatrics, with guidance 
from Juana Watson, director 
of the Hispanic Center in 
Columbus, Ind. 

Ms. Watson, who was raised in 
Calnali, established the Friends of 
Calnali to help bring relief to this 
extremely poor community. With 
support from the Presbyterian 
Church in Columbus, a small dor
mitory was built in Calnali beside 
Ms. Watson's family home. The 
dorm houses a number of out
reach groups associated with the 
Friends of Calnali; groups visit 
the town throughout the year to 

provide a variety of services rang
ing from the construction of con
crete floors to the distribution of 
shoes in remote villages. 

The goal of the medical school's 
Calnali Medical Mission is to 
bring healthcare and education 
to persons living in this medically 
underserved village and the sur
rounding Indian villages. 

When Dr. Keener requested 
the dental school's help with the 
pervasive dental problems 
observed in Calnali during the 
1999 trip, Dr. Yoder joined the 
team in 2000 to determine the 
feasibility of the dental school's 
participation. Quickly recogniz
ing that the school's involve
ment could offer a valuable 
service-learning opportunity 
to students while also benefiting 
the villages' citizens, Dr. Yoder 
initiated plans to include IUSD 
students in this year's project. 

IUSD faculty member Dr. 
Angeles Martinez Mier accom
panied dental students Aaron 
Altschul and Ryan Goslin and 
dental hygiene student Adrienne 

Redmon to Calnali to serve as 
their mentor. 

Dr. Martinez Mier brought to 
the Calnali mission a personal 
background that is rich in the 
Hispanic culture. She is a native 
of Veracruz, Mexico, where her 
family still resides, and she 
received her dental degree from 
Universidad Nacional 
Autonoma de Mexico. B~fore 
moving to Indiana to study at 
IU, Dr. Martinez Mier acquired 
valuable experience in volun
teerism and community den
tistry by working with the 
Mexico City government to pro
vide oral healthcare to persons 
living in underserved areas in 
Mexico City. She also treated 
prisoners in the penal system. 

Dr. Martinez Mier saw the 
Calnali mission as a great oppor
tunity to expose IUSD' s students 
to the needs of a population that 
has increasingly been making 
its presence known in the 
Hoosier state. 

"The Latino population has 
grown so much in Indiana," 

• 
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she says. "A lot of the Latino 
patients our students have treat
ed at the dental school come 
from poor communities and 
environments similar to those of 
Calnali and rural Mexico. It's 
important to the students' pro
fessional development to gain 
experiences that will help them 
better serve the Latino popula
tion in their practices here." 

Dr. Martinez Mier says that 
service-learning programs such 
as the Calnali mission are valu
able to students for more than 
professional reasons. 

"It's good for people-not 
just dentists-to see what life 

is like on the 'other side 
of the moon,' " she 

says with a 
smile. 

St~p1n9 
Outside the 

Comfort Zone 
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"Volunteering their services at 
the international level will help 
our students become culturally 
competent citizens." 

Dr. Yoder agrees. "Being 
immersed in working with 
people in another culture, even 
for a short time, is an intense and 
meaningful learning experience." 

Dr. Martinez Mier' s group 
visited several villages during 
the week-long stay in Mexico, 
making educational presenta
tions on preventive dentistry 
to schoolchildren. Because 

. participants of the Mexico 
mission treated their patients 
in clinics temporarily set up 
in gymnasiums or other public 
buildings, dental healthcare 
was limited to sealant place
ments, fluoride applications, 
and tooth extractions. 

Dr. Martinez Mier was im
pressed by the efforts of the 

Mexico dental team to bring 
assistance to the hundreds 

of people they met 

during their week in Calnali 
and the surrounding villages. 

"All three students were 
very open and genuinely good
hearted," she says. "Aaron, 
Ryan, and Adrienne went to 
Mexico to help, not to judge." 

Dr. Martinez Mier was also 
fascinated to observe the stu
dents as they learned to adapt 
to challenging circumstances 
as the week unfolded. 

"They learned to become more 
resourceful," she says. "At first, 
it was unsettling to the students 
to be doing clinical procedures 
without suction, without a full 
set of instruments, and without 
dental assistants." The nearly 
insurmountable challenges 
many of the villagers face, day 
in and day out, helped opened 
the students' eyes to the size of 
their own problems. 

"After you spend an hour 
walking into the mountains to 
reach a desperately sick child, 
as the Calnali team did, and you 
know that this child has been 
seizing for four hours, it makes 
the 'challenge' of having to do 
dentistry without compressed 
air irrelevant," says Dr. Martinez 
Mier. "This is but one example 
of the types of lessons that were 
learned in Calnali." 

Haiti 
The Haiti team consisted of 

Dr. Carlson and his wife, Ann, 
who is a nurse; their son, Daniel; 
dental hygiene student Crystal 
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Page; and dental students Gina 
Meylan, Swati Patel, Gregory 
Pease, David Regan, Ajmal 
Sediq, Shahram Sharfaei, and 
John Stewart. 

Their destination was the 
Christianville Mission, a large 
mission that serves 1,200 stu
dents from kindergarten through 
college. The mission maintains 
medical, dental, and eye clinics 
on its grounds. It also manages 
nutrition, agricultural, and 
vocational programs to help 
the surrounding communities. 

Christian ville' s dental clinic 
was established by IUSD gradu
ate Virgil Ullom (DDS'71), who 
also developed the Bethesda 
dental clinic near Vaudreuil in 
northern Haiti. The Christianville 
clinic has been under the direc
tion since 1995 of another IUSD 
graduate, Myriam (Hudicourt) 
Raber (DDS'92), a Haitian nation
al. Dr. Raber's husband, Philip 
Raber, an optometrist, heads the 
eye clinic. 

With access to a fully equipped, 
five-chair dental clinic, the IU 
students were able to treat a large 
number of patients. The students 
performed many types of dental 
procedures, including root 
canal therapy. 

Dr. Carlson couldn't have been 
more pleased with the outcome 
of IUSD' s first student mission 
to Haiti. 

"The students were universal
ly enthusiastic," he says. "They 
worked together on common 
goals such as raising funds and 
packing supplies to pull the 
trip together, and, once in Haiti, 
they were excellent clinicians, 
courteous to and caring of 
their patients." 

One of Dr. Carlson's goals as 
a service-learning mentor is to 
help students broaden their 
world view. "I want them to 
come away from these experi
ences with an appreciation for 
what we have in America, 
and for the training they have 
received in an American dental 

school," he says. "I also want 
them to be able to put into per
spective what's important in life. 
When you meet someone who 
has no running water and has dif
ficulty feeding his family, the size 
of your automobile or your big
screen TV takes on a different sig
nificance. 

"The students I worked with 
were intrigued by the Haitian cul
ture and were genuinely touched 
by how it compared to their 
own," Dr. Carlson continues. 
"They were very interested in 
learning about the human condi
tions suffered by the population. 
I think they returned to Indiana 
with real gratitude for what they 
have, and with a future vision of 
how they can use their skills to 
benefit not only the patients in 
their practices but also those in 
need who represent part of the 
'bigger picture' in life." 

The week in Haiti and Mexico 
was far from easy. Most of the 
challenges the students encoun
tered were unlike any they had 
faced in the past. French 
acquired in high school and 
college did not take the Haiti 
participants far in their attempts 
to communicate with either their 
Creole-speaking patients or the 
dental students from Port-au
Prince who had come to the 
clinic to assist with patient care. 
Some of the IU students strug
gled with feelings of hopeless
ness and of being overwhelmed 
by the poverty and the numbers 
of people needing their help. 

Such feelings are natural, says 
Dr. Carlson, and are part of the 
learning experience. While some 
of the problems have solutions 
(preparations for next year's 
volunteers, for example, will 
include a broadening of the 
crash course in Creole taught 
by Dr. Carlson, who is fluent in 
the language), participants will 
always have a tall stack of 
problems to sift through. 

"It can be very frustrating," 
Dr. Carlson agrees. "But one 

measure of 
character is 
how you han
dle difficulty. 
It's important 
to learn how 
to do your 
best in situa
tions that are 
unfamiliar 
and uncom
fortable to 
you. I think all 
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the students handled their diffi
culties with honesty, and they 
worked through them." 

No one can tell the story of 
the students' first Alternative 
Spring Break better than the 
participants themselves. 

At the request of the Alumni 
Bulletin, Adrienne Redmon, a 
volunteer in Mexico, and John 
Stewart, a member of the Haiti 
team, agreed to keep journals 
describing the missions from 
their personal, day-by-day per
spectives. Both Adrienne and 
John returned with information
packed booklets that provide an 
invaluable look at these service
learning trips. 

As it turned out, several other 
students kept journals as well. 
Gregory Pease has allowed the 
Bulletin to use excerpts from 
his journal, and he, along with 
David Regan and Crystal Page, 
also offer some final thoughts 
on their experiences from a 
"back at home" perspective. 

The Bulletin editors were 
impressed by the students' hon
est and frank approach to the 
journals and the wrap-up pieces. 
They wrote from the "gut," and 
by doing so have given readers a 
unique glimpse at their experi
ences as the pioneering volun
teers of IUSD's Alternative 
Spring Break. 

Edited versions of the journals 
and summaries follow. 
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March 7 (Wednesday) 
At 5 p.m., we all meet in 

Dr. Carlson's office to pack. 
We've collected all the 
supplies donated by many 
different companies. We pack 
tons! Resins, amalgams, files, 
needles, impression materials, 
dentoforms, boxes and boxes 
of gloves, gowns, toys donat
ed by dental hygiene stu-
dents, bulks of food (such 

as cereal, Girl Scout cookies, 
tuna, ramen noodles, chocolate 
chips, candy), aspirin, paper 
towels, plastic bags, school 
supplies, and medications. 
About 3,000 toothbrushes are 
used as packing filler. We just 
dump them in the containers' 
empty spaces. 

It takes about 2 ½ hours 
to pack the supplies into 10 
33-gallon and seven 20-gallon 
tubs, and four very large duffel 
bags. We have to weigh every 

bag and tub, and each must be 
under 70 pounds. After all the 
tubs and bags are loaded into a 
minivan, we're ready for 
Friday's departure. The vehicle 
is so loaded down, the muffler 
is hitting the ground. 

Thursday 
I didn't realize till Wednesday 

evening that we aren't allowed 
to check any personal bags. 
We may bring only a small 
carry-on bag-that's it. (What, 
no golf clubs?) I stuff five pairs 
of scrubs into a backpack along 
with a few other items of cloth
ing and one towel. 

Friday 
After going to school all day 

we meet at the airport at 6. 
The flight is 100 percent full, so 
there's not a lot of room. Getting 
our-carry-ans into the overhead 
is quite a task. 

We change planes in Charlotte, 
N.C., taking off for Miami, 
where we arrive after midnight. 
We check into the hotel at 1:15 
a.m., and have to be back to the 
airport by 7:15. Five of us guys 
are crammed into a pretty small 
room. We try to get a pizza 
ordered but can't get anyone to 
deliver. Looking forward to the 
big trip tomorrow. We go to 
sleep at 2. 

Saturday 
We are up by 5:45 a.m., and 

have one hour for all five of us to 
take showers and finish getting 
ready. We are all wondering if this 
is going to be our last hot shower!? 

The trip from Miami to Port
au-Prince is only 1 hour, 25 min
utes. As we fly low over Haiti, 
we can see the beautiful land as 
well as the poverty. Shacks with 
tin roofs fill the landscape. 

At 11 a.m., we go through 
customs and collect our luggage. 
I'm noticing lots of missionaries 
here. A large group from St. 
Louis and Kentucky is going 
up into the mountains to help 
build a medical clinic. 

The trip from Port-au-Prince 
to Christianville begins in a 
remarkable way. We put our 
luggage on carts and roll them 
outside the airport, where things 
instantly get crazy! People 
crowd around us and try to 
take our bags to their cabs. Dr. 
Carlson takes charge and finds 
JI our" man and tells him that he 
is the JI main" man and that he 
can hire whomever he wants 
to help. Men are yelling at each 
other, and a fight almost breaks 
out. This is very nuts! I have no 
idea what is going on because 
everyone is screaming in Creole. 

Sr~ytu9 
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A truck and a bus are here 
to meet us. Raymond, the 
truck driver, asks me and 
Dave if we'd like to ride 
with him instead of on the 
bus. Raymond is a native 
Haitian, and well-educated. 
He speaks French, Spanish, 
English, and Creole. As 
the truck driver for all of 
Christianville, he knows 
Haiti very well. It's nice to 
have a "local" drive us to 
our destination. 

I've been to Jamaica for a 
marine biology trip I took 
when I was an undergrad at 
Butler University, so I was 
expecting poverty similar to 
what I saw in Jamaica, 
maybe a little worse. But it is 
much, much worse in Haiti. 
The streets are filled with pot 
holes. The sides of the road 
are covered with trash. The 
smell-a combination of urine, 
a garbage dump, and exhaust 
from cars and trucks- is close 
to unbearable. I can't believe 
that people are just walking 
through the trash like it isn't 
there. The trash is so piled up 
in some places that it's blocking 
the sidewalk (if you can call it 
a sidewalk). 

I'm not a good enough writer 
to explain the poverty I witness 
as we drive along. 

The traffic is amazing too. 
People are crammed into backs 
of trucks called "tap taps" to 
ride wherever they need to go. 
There are no rules of the road. 
If you want to drive on the left 
side of the road and feel you can 
get away with it, no problem. 
People are driving on the side
walks, in the middle of the road, 
and just about anywhere that 
can be accessed by vehicles. 
Trucks travel within inches of 
other trucks, pedestrians, and 
people traveling on mopeds, 
motorcycles, and bikes. 
Raymond is driving just like 
everyone around us! 

I am simply overwhelmed by 
the poverty. Streams have 
mounds of trash that look like 
rock piles, and people are 
bathing naked in this water. 
People are selling fruit covered 
with flies. At one stop, cut-up 
meat sits on a piece of cardboard 
in the hot sun, with flies cover
ing it! I can't tell if it smells, 
because everything smells bad. 

I try to be very friendly to 
everyone who looks at me. 
People stare at me, and I smile 
back. The kids almost always 
smile, and I respond by waving 
hello. When one little boy 
smiles, I wave to him. He waves 
at me- and then gives me "the 
finger" as he keeps smiling! Is he 
making fun of me or just joking 
around? After he "flips me off," 
he waves again! 

It takes us an hour and a 
half to get to Christianville. 
The countryside is beautiful, 
in spite of the shacks and the 
trash that are part of the scenery. 
The plants and trees offer 
mangos, coconuts, avocados, 
bananas, and pineapples. The 
island is fairly mountainous, 
more like the Smokies than the 

Rockies. There appear to be lots 
of crops growing on the farm
land. A few goats and cows 
are grazing, but they are the 
skinniest animals I've ever seen! 
Every bone stands out. 

We drive along a gravel road 
for a couple of miles. Finally, 
we arrive at Christianville! 

We unload our stuff and are 
introduced to everyone, includ
ing Dr. Myriam Raber, head of 
the mission dental clinic where 
we will be seeing patients. 
After traveling through all that 
poverty, I'm amazed at how nice 
Christianville is. We're staying 
in the guest house, which is an 
open house that the breezes 
blow through. The boys' dorm 
and the girls' dorm have six 
beds and one bath each. 
Dr. and Mrs. Carlson will stay 
in a private room. I feel very 
blessed that we have such a 
nice place to stay. 

After a quick lunch, we 
unload all the equipment and 
take the dental materials to the 
dental clinic. Dr. Raber shows 
us around. I am very impressed 
by how nice the clinic looks. 
It was renovated just last year. 
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The five modern chairs have 
everything we need. This clinic 
is just as well-equipped as any 
clinic in the States. Cavitron, 
air abrasion-everything! 

It's 3:30 in the afternoon now, 
and we are exhausted. I am so 
tired! Everyone wants to go back 
and take naps, but there is still 
much more work to be done. For 
the next two hours we unload 
and organize all the supplies we 
had brought. Everyone has a 
good feeling that we are accom
plishing something special. 

It's dinner time. The dining 
hall is between the dorms. Our 
first Haitian meal consists of a 
dish made with rice, cabbage, 
carrots, pork, butter, and season
ing. It's very good. We also have 
lettuce and tomatoes with dress
ing, bread and butter, and fresh 
mangos, pineapple, and water
melon. All the dinner tables 

have fresh flowers. 
A very nice 

meal! 

Sr~ptn9 
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Two local ladies are doing all the 
cooking for our group. 

Although our facilities are 
very nice, there is no hot water. 
We take showers after dinner. 
Mine is very cold and exhilarat
ing. It feels good after it's over
but not during! It also feels good 
to be in fresh clothes. 

By 9 p.m., it's "lights out"! 
The generator turns off, and we 
have no electricity the rest of the 
night. Tonight's full moon keeps 
it pretty bright outside, though. 
At the end of the evening we all 
sit together and reflect on our 
day. We talk about how crazy 
it was when we got off the 
plane and our drive through 
Port-au-Prince. Is there hope 
for a place with such poverty? 
We talk about the stench and the 
trash we saw. We talk about the 
kids carrying dead chickens, 
people bathing in sewer water, 
people trying to sell anything 
and everything, and the animals 
roaming the streets. 

I listen to some music before 
going to sleep. In the middle 
of the night, I am awakened 
to loud trumpets, trombones, 

drums, and other instruments. 

I find out later that the music 
I hear is part of "Rah Rah," 
a voodoo celebration intend
ed to mock Christianity. 
During Rah Rah, witch 
doctors lead a parade of peo
ple throughout the villages 
and streets. This is done to 
make fun of the walk Jesus 
took from the trial to the 
cross. Rah Rah takes place 
from Mardi Gras to Easter. 
This loud racket goes on all 
night. I fall asleep, but wake 
up again at 4:45, to find Rah 
Rah still going full force. 
These people are very loud 
and sound very drunk. The 
gate in front of the guest 
house is locked all night, 
so I guess we are pretty safe 
from it all. 

Sunday 
I can't believe how well we 

are taken care of. Breakfast is 
cereat milk, watermelon, juice, 
and a wonderful banana bread. 

To get ready for church 
services, I ask the missionary, 
Rick Land, if there is any way 
I can shave with hot water. 
He has some water boiled so 
all the guys can shave. 

The church is a short walk 
down the gravel road next to 
the dental clinic. Service consists 
of 75 percent singing and 25 
percent talking and praying. 
Everything is in Creole, so for 
two hours I am clueless as to 
what is going on. The singing is 
neat to hear. The choir sounds 
much better than your average 
American choir. When church 
lets out, all the people want to 
greet us and shake our hands. 

After spending the afternoon at 
a private beach, we pay a visit to 
the local villages, and so far this is 
the highlight of the trip. We walk 
past Christianville University and 
some other mission facilities. 
We walk over a stream where 
ladies are washing their clothes 
along side of other ladies washing 



their naked children. Soon we 
have a huge group of villagers, 
all women and children, follow
ing us. All the ladies want us 
to come inside their huts to see 
items they have crocheted
blankets, vests, and doilies. We 
walk into one lady's shack, which 
is about 10x12 feet. The walls are 
clay. The entrance has no door, 
and the little square windows 
have no screens. The interior has 
a dirt floor, and the only furnish
ings are a table and a bed. We are 
told that this lady shares the bed 
with all three of her kids. 

In the evening we attend 
church services for the American 
missionaries and their children. 
Later on, after the lights go out, 
Rick goes outside to look for 
spiders. He finds two huge 
tarantulas right outside the 
guest house! I can hear the Rah 
Rah again. Hopefully, they won't 
keep us up all night. (The Rah 
Rah isn't the only thing that's -
loud in the night, though. So 
are Christianville's cows, goats, 
roosters, dogs, and birds.) 
Tomorrow is the first day in the 
clinic. We are all really excited! 

Monday 
Before Dr. Raber gives us a 

tour of the mission's clinics, we 
are shown the school. About 
1,000 kids from the surrounding 
hills travel for hours to get to 
the school in Christianville. 

Next we walk through the 
optometry clinic, which has 
many Haitians waiting outside. 
Dr. Raber's husband runs this 
clinic. Then we see the medical 
clinic, where Mrs. Carlson, who 
is an R.N., will volunteer. We 
watch as the mission's kids walk 
to the school in their uniforms of 
red pants and white shirts. They 
are as curious to see us as we are 
to see them! 

Our first patients are some of 
the university students. My first 
patient, a young man, has not 
been seen in the clinic for two 

years. He has a lot of decay, 
including a totally bombed-out 
tooth #30. I choose to work on 
the upper left quadrant, which 
has some decay but doesn't look 
too bad clinically. It is, though. 
This patient's caries turns out to 
be rampant, extending into the 
pulp of his teeth. We decide we 
can save tooth #13 with endo, 
a post and core, and a crown. 
But not now-there are too 
many other patients waiting 
to be seen. I prep out two other 
teeth on this young man-an 
occlusal on #12 and an MO 
on #14, and I put IRM in #13. 
The remainder of his treat
ment will be done by a 
Haitian dentist who works 
part-time in the Christian
ville clinic. 

The rest of the morning, 
Swati and I take turns 
assisting one another. 

During our lunch break, 
I am really tired and have 
an awful headache. My first 
patient really took a lot out 
ofme. 

Things go a lot smoother 
in the afternoon. We know 
where the instruments are, 
and we are more comfort
able working without being 
able to speak the language. 
I know only two Haitian 
dental terms: Ovre bouch-ou 
(open your mouth) and 
Ferne bouch-ou (close your 
mouth). I know a little 
French, which helps, but 
the language barrier is 
pretty difficult. 

A missionary couple 
arrive late in the day to 
have their four children 
worked on. They are from 
the U.S., but have lived in 
Haiti for the past three 
years. All the kids' mouths 
are in horrible condition. 

to end by 4 p.m., but we don't 
finish up till 5:30. Everyone 
seems to be in a good mood 
after this busy day. 

Tuesday 
Before di.pie starts this morn

ing, we first go to a local town 
called Gressier to see the market. 
This is not your typical tourist 
attraction. This is where the 
locals go to buy everything
grain, food, clothes, tin cups 
and plates, corn, matches, coal. 
I don't buy anything, which 
makes the Haitians unhappy, 
I think. A lot of people beg us 

I see the 7-year-old, who 
needs two extractions, arch 
maintenance, and many fill
ings. Clinic was supposed 

A sUh£ ,"t., ?Kf-au -?.,-,h-U. WifJ, a 1'"1"-'laf,411, tf seve>t
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for money and get mad when 
we don't give them any. I feel 
really guilty about this. Here 
I am, with a wad of cash in my 
pocket, but I don't want to 
spend it or give it away. I feel 
very selfish on the drive back to 
Christianville. I do talk with a 
man from a local town who says 
he is a minister. We talk about 
Christ and the Haitian people. 
He does not ask me for any 
money. When it's time to leave 
I decide to give this man 50 
gourdes (about $2.50 in U.S. 
currency) for his mission. A lot 
of the students poke fun of me 
and say that he is just going to 
spend it on himself. I feel that 
this guy will really use the 
money for his church, so I'm 
not pleased by the kidding I 
receive. I am pretty quiet on the 
way back because I am torn by 
what I saw in the marketplace. 
It makes me feel as if I'm not 
giving enough. In the Bible it 
says for the rich to give to the 
poor. Am I giving back enough 
simply by providing dental care 

Stq,pin9 _ 
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to the needy? Or should I give 
all my money away as well? 
At this moment, I feel that I 
have way too much, and that 
I'm being way too selfish. I keep 
wondering, Is there any hope 
for this country? 

By 9:30 a.m., we are back in 
the mission's clinic, ready to 
start the day. The waiting room 
is filled with schoolchildren. 
Our goal is to see all 30 of them. 
I get frustrated because the treat
ments are moving too slowly. 
I need to work on being more 
patient. 

A Haitian dental student from 
Port-au-Prince is assisting me 
with some of my patients today. 
Dr. Raber is trying to train 
about four or five Haitians to 
be dentists. They do not know 
English, nor, for the time being, 
do they know much about 
dentistry, at least from what 
I can tell. It is impossible having 
someone assist me who can't 
speak my language and who 
doesn't know what I'm doing. 
This is extremely frustrating. 

There is no way I can get mad 
at this poor guy, though. I wish 
I could talk to him and teach 
him what to do. Instead, I'm 
having to grab the instruments 
out of his hand. 

Everyone is very frustrated 
during lunch, especially me. 
I want to get back to the clinic 
because I know all those chil
dren are still waiting for us. 

Once we return to the clinic, 
I work very hard to get as much 
done as I can, but it feels as if we 
will never get all the treatments 
finished. These poor kids have 
been waiting all day. A TV in the 
waiting room plays videos to 
keep them occupied. 

I place a lot of sealants, resins, 
and amalgams, and even pull a 
few primary teeth. I probably 
did a week's worth of dentistry 
in one day. 

I'm amazed at how well
behaved all the Haitian kids are. 
I pull two teeth on a 10-year-old 
boy, and he doesn't scream, cry, 
or whimper. 

By the time we are done with 
clinic today, I am beat tired. 
At dinner, it's the first time 
I feel like going home. I just 
want to get out of here and 
lie on my own couch. I am 
grumpy at dinner, and peo
ple keep asking me what's 
wrong. I've tried to stay so 
optimistic all week, but this 
evening I am just too tired. 

I have such high respect 
for Dr. Raber and all the 
missionaries who do this 
type of dentistry everyday, 
all year long. There's no way 
I could handle all this work. 
(Again, here's my selfishness 
coming out!) Right now 
I'm tired, I'm hopeless, and 
I want to return to my safe 
place back home. 

?dvafe/lf ~ fr'ud(s l(h,/JWh, 11.s 
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Wednesday 
Today, half the members 

of our group (Greg, Dave, and 
Shahram) go to a nursing home 
in the village to do extractions. 
They report back that it was a 
great experience. 

I'm having a typical day in the 
clinic. For my first patient I do an 
occlusal on #32, MOD on #31, DO 

· on #30, and occusals on both #28 
and #29. A lot of work for just one 
quadrant. And we do lots more 
dentistry on children throughout 
the remainder of the day. After I 
finish1 I feel very good about the 
work we got done. 

Thursday 
My first patient is a 4-year-old 

girl, and the mother is very pro
tective of her. The mother has 
dressed her daughter in her very 
best. The girl has rampant caries 
throughout her mouth. What am 
I supposed to do? I feel so horri
ble for this little girl. So I ask her 
(through a translator) where it 
hurts. She has a huge hole in her 
lower left 1st primary molar, so 
I first try to remove all the decay 
and save the tooth. But the 

decay is way too much! After 
spending a lot of time trying to 
save the tooth, we decide it is 
hopeless. While the child still 
has the rubber dam on, I try to 
work on the other decayed teeth. 
The mother keeps peeking into 
the clinic. I can tell she is very 
worried about her little girl. I'm 
getting really stressed out. The 
girl starts crying really bad, 
which stresses me out more. We 
give her nitrous oxide, which 
helps a little. I'm getting a 
tremendous headache-proba
bly the worst migraine I've ever 
had. After I finish the operative 
I pull K out. It is a very stressful 
situation. Now that it's over, 
I want to crawl into a hole and 
hide. My head is pounding! 

My next patient, a university 
student, needs a root canal (RCT 
on #7, the right maxillary later
al). We brought with us Profile 
endodontic instruments donated 
by Tulsa Dental. Profile offers 
an advanced and quick way to 
do root canals. I find out, though, 
that the Profile stuff is still 
packed away in the tubs we 
brought. It takes about half an 
hour to find the instruments, set 

everything up, and get ready for 
the root canal. I am apprehen
sive about doing this in an envi
ronment I have never worked in 
before. Many Haitian dental 
students are observing in the 
clinic today and are watching 
me treat this patient, so I am 
under a lot of pressure to do 
the root canal right, and to do 
a good job. But the treatment 
turns out great! The appoint
ment goes exactly the way 
I wanted it to. I am 0.5 mm 
away from the apex. I have a 
great apical stop, and my access 
is very nice. I finish in less 
than two hours. My mood 
has definitely changed for the 
better since this morning! 

At lunch today we have 
pumpkin soup with noodles, 
carrots, and potatoes. I also 
try sugarcane for the first time. 

After clinic finishes at 5, we 
take another walk into the 
villages. We pass by a voodoo 
temple, and the people here do 
not seem as happy to see us as 
other villagers have been. We 
are given permission to take 
some pictures, though. Then 
we leave quickly. 
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After dinnerf we discuss our 
dayf the day to comef and our 
trip home (which rm really 
looking forward to). Rick 
talks about our help in funding 
the missionf s clinics in the 
future. I hope I never forget 
Christianville and how much 
the people here need our help. 
We are told that we can sponsor 
a group of kids for $20 per 
month. I hope I donft get caught 
up in the U.S. lifestyle and forget 
about how the Haitians live. 

Friday 
I slept well last night and had 

a lot of vivid dreams. I am told 
that this was due to the malaria 
pills r ve been taking. 

In the clinic this morningf I 
assist Greg with endo treatment 
on one of his patients. We use 
Thermafil-a first for us. Wowf 
both ProFile and Thermafil in 
Haiti-this is a pretty advanced 
clinic! Greg assists me with 

patients in the afternoon. 
We finish up earlyf 

and everyone 
takes 
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some final pictures of the group 
in the clinic. 

After clinic we walk about 
a mile with the university stu
dents to a village called Grand 
Sevon. The students have a tra
dition of popping popcorn and 
taking it to different villages 
every Friday. We also bring 
along about 130 toothbrushes 
and (ironically) a huge bag of 
candy. We pass through farm
land with the mountains to the 
sou th and the ocean to the north. 
When we get to the villagef a lot 
of kids are running around. 
Many are nakedf and lots are 
wearing only a ratty shirt. We 
form a circle with the childrenf 
and the university students lead 
us in song. Afterwardsf popcorn 
is handed out. The kids hold out 
their shirts to collect the pop
corn. Then we pass around the 
toothbrushesf which go quickly. 
Finallyf the candy. The kids real
ly go nuts over the candy- they 
tuck it into their pockets and 
extend their hands for more. 

We head back to Christian
ville just as the sun is setting. 
Taking a path back through the 
fieldsf we form a long line of 
individuals-Haitian studentsf 

IU dental studentsf and mis
sionaries. As the sun sets 

over us and the landscapef ifs 
a cool sight to see. 

Gathering in the evening for 
the last timef the group reflects 
on coincidences. Was it a coinci
dence that we are all here togeth
er? Nof I thinkf it is a blessing 
from God. We talk quite a while 
about the weekf what wefve seen 
and learned. 

March 17 (Saturday) 
Excited to go home! It doesnft 

take us long to get ready. To pass 
the time between packing up 
and waiting for the bus to arrive 
at 10:30 a.m.f I play with Chloe 
and Emilief the two little friends 
I made in Haiti. They are Dr. 
Raberfs children. 

The bus trip back to Port-au
Prince is similar to the ride in. 
The bus smells really bad and is 
amazingly crowded. People are 
yelling and screaming at each 
other. We get stuck in a traffic 
jam for about an hour. People 
keep coming up to the windowsf 
trying to sell us anything. The 
closer we get to the airportf the 
more anxious I am to get out of 
this poor country. rm such a 
spoiled American! 

The girl sitting next to me on 
the plane to Miami has been 
teaching in Haiti all year. It 
must take a lot of discipline to 
live in Haiti. After only one 
week theref I know I could 
never live in that country. 

There are long lines at the 
Miami airportf and we have to 
get our luggage through cus
toms. We all make calls home 
on Davefs cell phone. During 
my call I find out that Butler 
beat Wake Forest in the NCAA 
tournament. Go Bulldogs! 

Before boarding the next flight 
to Charlottef Greg buys USA 
Today so we can find out more 
about the tournament. We are all 
very excited that we are on our 
last leg of the trip. When we 
touch down in Indyf classmate 
and friend Kent Frisbee is there 
to drive me home. 



Post-Haiti Thoughts 
Not a day goes by that I don't 

think of Haiti. 
What did I learn? I learned 

there is _a country not too far 
from the U.S. that really needs 
help. And there isn't any one 
person or any one group that 
can change Haiti overnight. It's 
going to take a lot of time. This 
country needs a government 
that can educate its leaders to 
educate its citizens who can then 
educate more people and so on 
and so on. Improvements will 
take many years. · 

But I also learned that I can do 
my share by volunteering to do 
dental work for organizations 
such as Christianville or by 
sending them money they can 
use to build facilities and pro
grams. And I learned never to 
take anything for granted, such 
as hot showers, food on my 
plate, a roof over my head, and 
the education I'm receiving. 

Even though I'm back in 
Indianapolis now, I can still see 
and smell the poverty of Haiti. I 
think of the older Haitians who 
have lived in this poverty all 

their lives and know no other 
lifestyle. I think of the little kids 

. with no shoes or shirts who 
asked me to give them a dollar. 

Yes, Haiti has changed me 
and the way I look at life. I am 
so proud to have such a great 
family that supports me. 

This was a trip of a lifetime, 
and I hope to have the opportu
nity to help again. I would like 
especially to thank all the people 
who supported us and helped 
make this experience possible. 

I will never forget Haiti. 
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March 9 (Friday) 
It's the night before my 

trip, and I have a mixture of 
emotions. I am very excited 
to be doing a project like this. 
However, I am a little scared
the unknown factor always 
gets my mind wandering. 
And I'll miss my son, Zachary. 

Adr'i~ 'R.ed~11, In fact, I miss him already, 

20 

and he's only been at his 
dad's a few hours. 

I stay up all night packing and 
worrying and being excited. 

Saturday 
The flight leaves at 6:30 a.m. 

Very rough morning for every
one. One of the medical students 
forgets her passport and has to 
have her husband bring it. What 
a waste of preparation if she had 
been unable to go! 

I sleep all the way to Houston, 
where we board the plane that 
takes us to Mexico City. Once 
we are on the ground in Mexico, 
I am pretty impressed by the 
efficiency and professionalism 
of the airport customs staff. 
I am given a green light and 
pass on through. 

Now for the long bus ride. 
The houses seem to be right on 
top of one another in Mexico 
City-some look as if they share 
roofs. Some of the houses have 
corner posts on their roofs so 
that they can be added on to 
when needed. 

As we leave Mexico City, we 
see a lot of poor areas. I can't 
believe that some of these shacks 
are homes. I start getting sad for 
these people who live in poverty 
and know no other life. Some 
of these homes are simply one
room shacks not more than 8x8 

feet. Some have bed 
sheets for doors; 

some have 
walls 

Stq,p1n9 
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of thatched leaves or what look 
like stacks of rotting wood. 
I notice one shack has a roof 
that seems to be made out of 
plastic garbage bags. Clothes are 
washed by hand and hung out
side to dry. There are many dogs 
running loose. A couple of hours 
outside of Mexico City, the ride 
gets a little frightening. We're 
in the mountains, driving up, 
down, and all around too many 
curves to count. 

There are many houses in 
the mountains, and the view 
is gorgeous. 

When we finally arrive in 
Calnali, it is a much bigger town 

than I had anticipated. We stay 
at Juana's mother's house, 
which has two dorms attached 
to it, one for men and one for 
women. Many groups associated 
with outreach programs use the 
dorms throughout the year. 

Dinner consists of a Very funky 
cheese quesadillas, homemade 
tortillas, some kind of beef(?), 
salsa, rice and beans. Overall, a 
very good meal! Since I got only 
a few hours of sleep on the plane 
and bus, I am desperate for sleep; 
but we need to plan the rest of 
the week. 

The dental team decides to 
dedicate most of its time to 

A r'4C/(s/,de b/4C/(iMJ, fhe r'4ad ll/+er's 1//1,h,s f4 fr'ellf 
,a+ibt,fs i11, +he villat;e, 4f A+~a. 



children, with the possibility 
of doing extractions on adults. 
Juana brought a friend with 
us who is a dentist in another 
city in Mexico. He brought 
instruments for extractions. 
We are going to do as many 
fluoride treatments and sealants 
as possible. 

We have also prepared a pres
entation on general oral health 
and hygiene. 

Finally, sleep ... 

Sunday 
Before 7 a.m., I am awakened 

by several roosters and I cannot 
get back to sleep. I take a show
er in frigid water before dress
ing for breakfast. 

After breakfast, I accompany 
Juana and a few other students 
to the marketplace. At least 100 
families have little booth-like 
areas where they display all 
types of goods: vegetables, fruits, 
meats hanging on dirty metal 
rods (and attracting flies), dried 
fish, shoes, clothes, make-up, 
jewelry, tapes and CDs, stereo 
equipment, and cookware. I see 
several foods and spices I do not 
recognize. We've been told not 
to eat anything from the street 
vendors because of the parasites. 
Some of the food actually looks 
pretty tempting, though. 

When I lived in Los Angeles 
for a while, I became used to 
eating Mexican food almost 
every day, and a lot of this food 
looks and smells very similar. 
Returning from the market, we 
clean and cut up some fruit and 
make guacamole for lunch
the best I've ever had! I try my 
first jicama (not sure if it's a 
vegetable or fruit). It tastes like 
raw potato; I don't like it. 

After lunch I go with Juana to 
the store to buy more supplies, 
and then Aaron, Ryan, and I fine
tune our presentation. Our goal is 
to teach the children the impor
tance of brushing daily-how to 
brush, how often, and why. 

A cJ.,u..ycJ, i11, d4'A.l11,f4'A.)11, C.a/h4/i. TJ,e f4'A.J11, is a jive.-J,t,ur bus r'1de ~J,ea.st- tf 
MeJtiC4 C.i+y-. A ~ cif~~ of C.a/h4/i live. ,i., r'e/afive. e,4w,fl>t"'f.1 bu+ W)4sf r'tside 
,'t., siMJ,le-r'44h? sfr'u.Cfur'e.s wifh dir'f f/44r's. 

Almost everyone leaves to 
hike up the mountain, but I 
decide to stay behind and write 
in my journal. I am waiting until 
5 p.m. so I can call my mother 
to check on my son. 

Zachary is one of the reasons 
I decided to come here. He is 
5 years old. I am always trying 
to teach him to help people when 
possible, and I couldn't pass up 
this opportunity to provide den
tal treatment to people who have 
no other way to receive it. I want 
Zachary to grow up in a world 
where he understands there are 
people less fortunate and who 
need help. 

This past Christmas, I myself 
received help from some people 
to make ends meet and to buy 
some presents for my son. 
It was hard acceptil:1-g help, but 
I knew it was best, especially 
for Zachary. I know now that 
no matter how bad he and I 
have it, our hardships aren't as 
bad as what these people here 
in rural Mexico are experiencing. 

Monday 
Today we get up early to go to 

the schools and give our presen
tation. The dental team decides 
that the most appropriate groups 
for this presentation are the chil
dren in junior high and elemen
tary school. We go to the junior 
high first. We set up in a room, 
and the children come to us. 

The kids are very receptive 
and pay attention quite well. 
They take turns using our mouth 
model and oversized toothbrush 
to demonstrate the techniques 
we are discussing. After we 
make our presentation, we ask 
the children questions. They 
seem to remember everything 
we said, repeating the informa
tion word for word in response 
to our questions. They are pretty 
excited to receive a toothbrush. 
The children of Calnali look 
as if they can afford to buy 
toothbrushes, but apparently 
they don't. 

For the afternoon session the 
clinic is set up in a gym, and it's 
very well organized. We have 
stations for patient registration, 
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medical histories, vital sign eval
uations, dental pediatrics, and 
check-out. The patients sit in 
rocking chairs. I mostly assist 
with extractions and sealants. 
I also do several fluoride treat
ments for the children who don't 
need other dental treatment. 

Two patients completely break 
my heart. One is a 5-year-old 
boy with an extreme case of 
baby-bottle decay. Three of his 
teeth have to be extracted. 
Sadder still is a mother who has 
caries in all of her teeth. Some of 
the teeth have already broken off 
at the roots. What is left of these 
are still decaying-they are com
pletely black with caries. She has 
just 14 or 15 teeth, and three in 
one quadrant are being extracted 
in clinic today. Her children are 
with her, and they look mal
nourished. They have suckers in 

their mouths. The cycle is 
apparently repeating 

itself. How sad. 
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This woman needs so much 
more care than extractions, but 
this is all we can do for her 
today. I attempt to do many 
more fluoride treatments, but 
some children are scared and 
start to cry. One child starts to 
vomit from the fear and appre
hension of having trays in his 
mouth. He almost bites my 
finger and won't let me put 
the second tray in. 

One mother is talking to 
another member of my group, 
and suddenly, in the middle of 
their conversation, she just starts 
breastfeeding her baby! This is 
like something out of National 
Geographic for me. 

These people need so much 
help. So many show up for treat
ment that we have to turn a lot 
of people away. We don't have 
the right equipment to take care 
of all types of dental care. 

We are told that some of the 
mothers have to hurry up and get 
home to avoid being beaten by 
their husbands, who are some
times suspicious of their wives' 
reasons for being away from 

home. The women keep their 
tickets to the clinic as proof 

that they spent the day getting 
care for their children. Alcohol 
abuse is a common problem 
among the men, and often 
money that could be paying 
for medical and dental care 
goes for alcohol instead. 

By the end of the day, our 
feet hurt because we did all the 
treatment standing up. All in 
all, I think it has been a good 
day for us. We helped about 
35 people and spoke to many 
more children about how to 
take care of their teeth. 

Tuesday 
Today we were supposed 

to go to the village of Atempa, 
but the road has been blocked 
by a rockslide. For our own 

safety, we go instead to a village 
we were scheduled to visit 
tomorrow: Coamitla. 

What a difference from yester
day! The children in the large 
town of Calnali were very out
going and quick to speak up, but 
when we give our presentation 
in this tiny village we can't get 
any volunteers. The kids are too 
bashful to answer our questions. 
It's also apparent that these chil
dren have not been taught the 
correct way to brush their teeth. 
They have no idea what causes 
decayed teeth or how to prevent 
decay. Every single child in the 
room is listening intently. We 
feel that our presentation makes 
a big impact here. 

I set up for teeth cleanings in 
the afternoon clinic. Aaron and 
Ryan do mostly sealants and a 
few extractions. Angeles does 
fluoride treatments ·and assists 
with language barriers. 

The teeth that I see are a lot 
cleaner than those I saw yester
day. Maybe this is because the 
families in this village do not 
have very much money so they 
cannot afford candy, snack 
foods, and soft drinks. 

I try to educate the children 
while I do the prophies. I speak 
to them throughout the proce-



dure to make sure they under
stand how to take care of their 
teeth. I use prophy paste with 
a toothbrush to attempt to 
remove evident plaque and then 
give the children a fluoride treat
ment or direct them to Angeles 
for one. Angeles does most of 
the fluoride treatments because 
we are very busy today. This 
must be the first time these 
children have had their teeth 
checked and cleaned. 

I see a few new things today. 
One boy has a rotated tooth, 
and the roots are protruding 
through his gums. That tooth 
gets extracted. 

These children for the most part 
have no fear, which is surprising. 
We didn't bring any topical anes
thetic, but the kids don't cry 
when they are anesthetized. 

At the end of the clinic the 
medical students tell us what 
they have been seeing in their 
portion of the clinic. Some of the 
children are bedridden and their 
mothers can't bring them to the 
clinic, so the med students trav
eled up the mountain a couple 
of times to make "house calls." 
It's very sad to hear how the 
children suffer. A lot of them 
need more treatment than we 
can provide, sometimes even 
surgery. One child has a large 
tumor on his back and has to 
walk on his hands because his 
legs are deformed. 

It's the end of the day, and 
I'm so tired I can barely think 
straight. I'm going to sleep. 

Wednesday 
We return to Coamitla today 

because we couldn't see everyone 
we had promised to see yesterday. 
Yesterday we saw about 90 peo
ple, and I probably did about 30 
of the treatments myself. 

Today I care for about 15 
patients. The kids are so recep
tive to treatment- it's uncanny. 

After lunch we travel to the 
village of Tula by truck-the 
dustiest ride yet. We are stand-

ing in the back of a truck that is 
normally used to haul cattle. By 
the time we reach Tula, we are 
covered with dust and filth. 
So much for infection control! 

A group of us go to the river 
and try to wash our faces and 
arms, but afterward we are 
still filthy. -

The clinic situation is a lot 
worse than yesterday. We use 
what looks like an abandoned 
school building with no lights 
and not inuch ventilation. 
Hottest day yet; we spend four 
hours drenched in nasty sweat. 
The children we see are similar 
to those we treated yesterday, 
only they seem a bit more 
intimidated by us. 

I almost throw up today. There 
are so many gnats and flies 
around our dental equipment 
during the appointments. When 
we use 2x2' s to absorb the blood, 
the flies are attracted. They fly 
right into the children's mouths! 

This trip has been such a 
good experience for me. Back 
at school, I've only had about 
10 patients so far as a first-year 
dental hygiene student, and 
none have been children. Here 
in Mexico, all my patients have 
been children. The dental stu
dents are so helpful as far as 
showing me how to handle 
children and expand my dental 
knowledge. Kudos to Ryan 
and Aaron! 

Today I am bitten by a patient 
for the first time. A 5-year-old 
girl is terrified of the fluoride 
trays, and after I place the 
mandibular tray she just clamps 
down on my fingers. I react 
poorly by automatically scream
ing. Angeles runs to my rescue 
and gets the little girl to open 
her mouth. I feel angry, but 
I know she is just scared. 

Before this trip, I thought 
Monterey, Calif., where I was 
stationed in the Navy for two 
years, was the most beautiful 
place on earth. But Mexico, at 
least where we are staying, is 

more beautiful still, with its 
mountains and so much sky. No 
buildings to ruin the skyline and 
tons of green. It's also the most 
miserable place I've ever seen. 
Such irony! These people know 
nothing other than the lives they 
have here, and probably will 
never know anything else. 

Thursday _ 
We travel to the village of 

Coyula today. Our presentations 
at the school make the biggest 
impact thus far. We have been 
teamed up all week with the 
medical students who discuss 
alcoholism, a huge problem here. 
Even the principal of the school 
admits it is a problem among the 
children. One child speaks about 
his suspensions from school 
because of drunkeness. 

The people here are among the 
poorest we've seen. As we hand 
out toothbrushes to everyone, 
it is as if we are giving them 
money. Many children push and 
paw at me to get the brushes. 
No one wants treatment-only 
the brushes. 

oo•oo 
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Some members of our health
care team are distributing shoes. 
One elderly lady is eager for a 
pair, but her feet have become 
so wide after years of walking 
barefoot that none of the shoes 
fit her. Although our group has 
come to the village to care for 
children, not adults, the med· 
students provide some treatment 
for this lady anyway. She recip
rocates by giving each of us a 
kiss and a blessing to ensure that 
evil spirits do not harm us. 

I'm assuming most of the peo
ple don't want their children to 
see "los dentistas" today because 
they don't think it's important. 
They consider receiving a tooth
brush to be their "trip to the 
dentist." We do manage to con
nect with a few mothers, though. 
Our clinic is set up in a public 
gym in the middle of town. 
The mothers start yelling at their 

children because their mouths 
and teeth are so filthy. During 
treatment, the children cry 
because of the pain and because 
there is so much blood. The 
mothers are not sympathetic; 
they remind the children that 
they had been warned about 
taking better care of their teeth. 
It's possible that the mothers 
are behaving this way partly 
for our benefit. I think they 
might be feeling embarrassed 
or ashamed-perhaps a little 
guilty-about the condition 
of their children's mouths. 

The children tell me that even 
though they want a nice smile 
and nice teeth, they only brush 
"sometimes." I decide to use 
scare tactics. I flat-out tell them 
they will lose all their teeth and 
will find being toothless a painful 
way to live. It will be difficult to 
eat, I say, and you will not have 

a nice smile. No one will want to 
kiss you, I say, or look at your 
gucky mouth. I know that this 
manner of communicating with 
patients is not socially acceptable 
in the U.S., but the culture in 
these villages is so different it's 
difficult to know what works 
best. A lot of young girls, for 
example, place string in their. 
pierced ears to keep away bad 
spirits that might put a hex 
on them. 

Tonight is sad. We all reflect 
on what we learned and got out 
of the trip. More than anything, 
this trip has helped me put my 
own life into perspective. 
Zachary and I have had some 
very tough times financially. 
We've struggled, and had to 
depend on assistance from oth
ers. But I'm only one year away 
from having my dental hygiene 
degree, so I can plan for the 
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future. I know I'm going to be 
fine, but the people in these 
Mexican villages will never 
know anything but the lives they 
lead now. I feel sad to leave 
because I know there is still so 
much care that could be done. 

Friday 
Today we leave Calnali at 

6 a.m. It will be nice to have a 
warm shower and to no longer 
worry about all the things we 
had to be concerned about in 
Mexico ( e.g., what was OK to 
eat and drink, remembering to 
wear bug spray and to wash our 
hands constantly, trying to avoid 
standing too close to someone 
with lice or scabies). Despite all 
the warnings, some in our group 
still got sick. I've been OK, but 
the trip isn't over yet. 

After visiting the Pyramids 
outside of Mexico City, we check 
into very nice hotel rooms in the 
city and spend the remainder of 
the day site-seeing. At dinner 
I taste sangria for the first time. _ 
(I guess I'm not supposed to 

drink it with ice, but I do any
way.) I don't care much for the 
dinner I order, so afterwards I 
risk eating a sandwich from one 
of the street vendors and it's 
pretty good. I hope I don't get 
sick, but just in case, I buy some 
antiparasitic medicine at a phar
macy. People in Mexico can self
medicate. You can buy almost 
any kind of medication over-the
counter. It's crazy! I'm assuming 
that's one reason there aren't a 
lot of doctors in the villages. It's 
probably cheaper for people to 
buy their own meds. 

March 17th (Saturday) 
On the flight back home, I'm 

thinking that, overall, it was a 
very good trip. I learned a lot 
from the rest of the dental team, 
and the people we helped made 
me feel deeply appreciated. I 
would like to go again next year. 
By then my skills will be a lot 
better, and I will be able to help 
so many more children. I'd like 
to meet some of the same kids I 
saw on this trip so that I could 

follow up on the care they 
received and see if our oral 
health education talks helped 
them in the long-term. 

The hardest part about this 
whole trip has been our having 
to leave today. The dental team 
saw hundreds of children in the 
past week, qut so many others 
still need us. 

After we touch down in 
Indianapolis, I surprise myself by 
bursting into tears in the airport. 
I sit in the ladies' room for about 
15 minutes, crying and thinking 
about Mexico. I am overwhelmed 
by the thought that we didn't 
help enough people. 

I know I am very fortunate to 
live where I do. Before this trip, 
I knew about people suffering, 
but now I've seen it myself. 
After you've witnessed such 
suffering up close, it's impossi
ble to ignore or forget. 

I will be very glad to be back 
in the comforts of my own 
home, but part of me aches for 
these villagers. I wish I could 
have stayed longer. 
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Final Thoughts & Journal Excerpts from Other Participants 
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Some Final Thoughts 
I think it's great we were able to 

go to a poor, impoverished country 
like Haiti and help the people there, 
especially the children. 

It was fun showing the Haitian 
· dental students how we do dentistry. 

I spent a lot of time teaclung them 
how to make space maintainers 
for the children and how to make, 

reline, and fix dentures. I think 
they learned a lot. 

One of the biggest high points 
was going to a nursing home. 
I felt good about helping the 
elderly. Some had teeth that looked 
like they'd been rotting for several 
years. And the periodontal disease-
we don't see anything that bad 
here in the states, not even in 
the textbooks. 

Dealing with the new environ
ment, the new people, and the lan
guage barrier was not the hardest 
thing for me on this trip-the most 
difficult challenge was trying to get 
used to the Haitian diet. I've been an 

insulin-dependent diabetic for 
20 years, and I found that keeping· 
my blood sugars under control was 
far from easy in Haiti. 

The Haitian diet is very rich in 
carbohydrates and sugars. I had 
no clue how to count bread or fruit 
exchanges for such standard Haitian 
fare as bread fruit, banana chips, 
orange juice (which is nothing like 
the 0.J. we have in the U.S.), 
papayas, and mangos. 

The entire trip to Haiti was great! 
I would go back anytime. The expe
rience was one that every dental 
student should have. 

Continued next page 
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are the poor, and those that are world. I am doing some pretty nursing home residents have fortunate here in the U.S. and for we have EVERYTHING we No, we did not save Haiti the 

even poorer. The mountain easy preps, and it feels great ... only frames for bodies and those who complain about their THINK we need. I guess one week we were there; but we 

people are the poorest ... mouths that have been neglected situation and their lack of per- could say that when I returned shared our talents, our laughter, 
for most of a lifetime. Ann ceived opportunity because, in to the U.S., I was bitter towards our kindness, our strengths, our 
assists us as our "scrub nurse." reality, they have all the oppor- "us." It also made me sad to hope. Most importantly, we gave 

I haven't felt this way doing She is invaluable. It's a lot differ- tunities in the world by virtue know how ungrateful I myself our love. 

The degree to which poverty dentistry before. I do two extrac- ent doing dentistry outside in of living in this country. am-or was. I am so thankful to have expe-

has stricken Port-au-Prince is tions, one on a 20-year-old guy the heat. Sweat drips from I believe all dental students This trip changed my whole rienced this trip, even the parts of 

immense. People who live in the and one on a 5-year-old mission- beneath my gloves, down my should avail themselves of an outlook on my career and it that were an ordeal. I am glad 

capital literally and figuratively ary boy. He and his brother and forearms. Flies and gnats congre- outreach opportunity at some focused me once again on the to be refocused on helping those 

live in the gutter of the world. sister have massive decay and gate on any exposed blood, point in their lives-to impart reason why I first chose the den- in need. The thought has crossed 

People walk in the gutter, wash abscesses. All the patients including inside the patients' their knowledge and use their tal hygiene profession. I chose it my mind to start a dental 

in the gutter, sell their wares remain stoic and calm during mouths. But perhaps the most God-given ability to the advan- because I am a "people" person. hygiene program in Haiti some 

from the gutter, and then relieve the treatment. I'm having a blast. rewarding aspect of the day's tage of others. I love to make a difference in day, or to see to it that the dental 

themselves in the gutter. It's like For all intents and purposes, we activity is the old lady who will someone's attitudes about his students in Port-au-Prince are 

no other place I've ever seen. are doctors today and it feels not get out of the chair after her or her health and life in a posi- taught dental hygiene. I think IU 

Even people in our group who good. I'm feeling so excited treatment. We're thinking she tive way. In fact, I chose dental should look into this as well. 

have traveled to poor regions of about my profession, which is a wants us to pull another tooth, hygiene over being a dentist Ideas are where goals are first 

the world say they have never feeling I've not really felt very but an interpreter tells us she is Crysfa/ ~'t because I felt that dental hygien- created, and they are achieved by 

seen anything like this ... much up until now ... thanking God that we are here zMi Year- 'bt.fa/ ists have more opportunities to people with the talent, money, 
to help her, and hoping we will f/f/9,ibl.e 5+w:Je,.,+ be personable with their time, and energy. That is how the 
be there the next time she needs ~: zJ patients-to educate them and clinics in Christianville are main-
a tooth pulled ... ~fe,,, tf M~vi11, £. make a difference not only in tained, by people who share 

A village in Gressier that we This morning in the clinic ~$val-,~~ their oral health, but in their what God has given them. 

visit today is clean and mostly proves to be a rough one. Thirty W~ille~ :ZMI. overall health and life. I remember several members 

tidy. I don't see much garbage schoolchildren are waiting for I think I had temporarily for- of our group saying that trying 

strewn on the ground-they us, all neatly dressed in red and Some Final Thoughts gotten this plan to help people. to help Haiti is hopeless. But 

seem to put most of the trash white uniforms. They patiently Some Final Thoughts I had a really hard time adjust- Before the trip, my daydreams that is exactly how progress is 

in one particular area. The wait all day to be seen. Sealants Despite the vast sea of need in ing when I came home from were mostly about how much made-through hope and faith. 

villagers take a lot of pride in are what is needed most, and all Haiti, I honestly feel that I made Haiti. After seeing the poverty money I was going to make. I 

their homes. The homes are of us have trouble. Isolation is a difference in at least a few peo- ,, in Haiti, American society made was thinking of all the "things" 

neat and to some degree even very difficult to control. Also, ple's lives; for that I feel good. me sick I was going to buy with my 

landscaped. We see little since we can't communicate I certainly experienced more We take so much for granted money-you know, a "counting 

cactus hedgerows very readily, we can't have the culture shock returning to the here. We gripe about not having my chickens before they hatch" 

and even a patients control their tongues, U.S. than I did going to Haiti. the "right" clothes, cars, jewelry, way of thinking. Those little 
swallowing, etc. We come out So many things we worry about houses, boats. We gripe about daydreams rarely included 

Sr(tn9 of the morning session exasper- daily in the U.S. (clothes, hair- not having cable, dishwashers, thoughts of helping people. 
ated. An extraction in the after- styles, social groups, gadgets, big-screen TVs, cell phones, 

utside the noon is the highlight of my day. etc.) are of no consequence in computers, the latest technology. 
Comfort Zone It is the first third molar life. We are bombarded con- We even complain about our 

stantly-pushed, pulled, government, yet we should 

26 
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Dr. Donald Johnson Sponsors 
&rvtce-Uarnin9 Symposium 

Dr. Donald Johnson 

Shortly after IUSD's students 
returned from their service-learning 
experiences treating underserved 
patients in Haiti and Mexico, health 
professions educators and adminis
trators from JU and community 
organizations were on the IUPUI 
campus participating in a confer
ence designed to familiarize teach
ers with the objectives and methods 
of service-learning education. 

The symposium was sponsored 
by IU School of Dentistry alumnus 
Dr. Donald W. Johnson, a resident 
of Carmel, Ind., and a member of 
the DDS Class of 1956. Dr. Johnson 
was a dentist for the U.S. Public 

Sre,rpin9 
Outside the 

Comfort Zone 

Health Service. He promoted dental 
public health throughout his career 
and has continued to do so in 
retirement. 

Two speakers prominently known 
in the field of experiential learning 
presented the symposium. 

Dr. Janet Eyler, an associate pro
fessor of the practice of education 
at Peabody College ofVanderbilt 
University, Nashville, Tenn., has 
taught a variety of service-learning 
courses herself and has offered 
courses on this teaching methodol
ogy to faculty. She has co-directed 
national research projects on serv
ice-learning and was the 1998 recipi
ent of the Outstanding Research 
Award of the National Society for 
Experiential Education. 

Dr. Catherine Cauley, an associate 
professor in the schools of medicine 
and professional psychology at 
Wright State University, Dayton, 
Ohio, directs the Center for Healthy 
Communities. The center is a com
munity/academic collaboration that 
partners the health professions 
schools at Wright State and three 
other educational institutions with 
organizations supporting public 
education, health, housing, and 
human services in Dayton and 
surrounding areas. 

Alternative 
Spring Break 

2002: 
How You Can Help 

Alumni who would like to help support the 
student volunteers for next year's Alternative 
Spring Break service-learning program can 
do so by making a tax-deductible donation 
payable to the Indiana University Foundation. 
On the check, please note "Alternative Spring 
Break, Account 32-DOOB-168." Checks should 
be mailed to Pamela Lovejoy, Development 
Office, Indiana University School of Dentistry, 
1121 West Michigan St., Indianapolis IN 
46202-5186. 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@u~ 

Donors to the 200 l -
Service-Learning Trips 
to Mexico and Haiti 

Alumni 

Ronald Bowman (DDS'61) 
Christopher Brown (DDS'82) 
James Cahillane (DDS'78) 
Desiree Dimond (DDS'90) 
Joseph Fleck (DDS'85) 
David Latz (DDS'61) 
Joseph Lovasko (DDS'69) 

(Northwest Oral Surgeons) 
Bruce Mater (DDS'80) 
Robert Modrowski (DDS'78) 
Phillip Pate (DDS'68) 
Phllip Polus (DDS'81) 
Marvin Schmidt (DDS'60) 
Michael T. Smith (DDS'84) 
Steven Stradley (DDS'76) 
George Zundo (DDS'80) 

Friends 

John and Betty Carlson 
Erlene Jeter 
Aaron Klopfenstein 
Kristy Le Vasseur 
Ronald Mead 
Richard and Melissa Olson 
Peter Parsons 
Frederic Rather 
Kelly Rudder 
Peter and Joan Stewart 
Sonia Watson 

IUSD Faculty and Sta.fr 

Karen Bissonette 
Dr. Timothy Carlson 
Susan Crum 
Dr. George and Debra Lanning 
Pamela Lovejoy 
Dr. Scott McDonald 
Dr. Sybil Niemann 
Drs. Neil Pinney and 

Darlene West 
Kaylene Rossok 
Susan Steele 
Dr. Charles Tomich 
Prof. Gail Williamson 
Dr. Karen Yoder 
Dr. Domenick Zero 

Foundations, Companies, 
Organizations 

Amoco Oil Company 
John 0. Butler Company 
Central Indiana Dental 

Hygienists' Association 
Centrix, Inc. 
ChristiaI). Church of Zionsville 
Dentsply /LD Caulk Division 
Dentsply /Tulsa Dental Division 
First Christian Church 

of Scottsburg 
Gaylord (Mich.) Eye Care Center 
GC America Inc. 
IUSD Graduate Student 

Organization 
Indiana Dental Association 
Indianapolis District 

Dental Society 
Isaac Knapp Dental 

Hygienists' Association 
IUSD Dental Hygiene 

Class of 2001 
IUSD Staff Council 
Ivoclar North America, Inc. 
Lilly Cares Foundation, Inc. 
Medical Products Laboratory, 

Philadelphia 
Op-d-op Inc. 
Orthodontics, Inc. 

(Dr. Sheldon Altschul) 
Plak Smacker Inc. 
Safco Dental Supply 
Theta Chapter, Sigma Phi Alpha 
West Foundation 
Young Dental Manufacturing 

*This list does not include the 
names of all the many IUSD 
students and employees who 
purchased raffle tickets, bought 
food at the bake sales, and 
supported other fund-raising 
projects coordinated by the 
students. 
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New Departments 
Created at IUSD 

A 
mong the IU School of Dentistry 
administrative transitions 
announced in the last issue 
of the Alumni Bulletin was the 

creation of two divisions within the 
Department of Oral Surgery, Medicine, 
and Pathology: the Division of Oral 
Surgery and Hospital Dentistry, 
directed by Dr. William C. Hine Jr., 
clinical assistant professor of 

Dr. Jack Schaaf 

hospital dentistry; and the Division 
of Oral Pathology, Medicine, and 
Radiology, directed by Dr. Jack E. 
Schaaf associate professor of dental 
diagnostic sciences. 

Those two divisions have since been 
established as separate departments 
bearing the same names they had as 
divisions, and the Department of Oral 
Surgery, Medicine, and Pathology has 
been discontinued. Drs. Schaaf and 
Hine, who were introduced in the pre
vious issue, are serving as acting 
chairs of their respective departments 
while searches are under way to fill 
the positions permanently. 

The dental school now has eight 
departments. The other six are: 
Endodontics, Oral Biology, Oral 
Facial Development, Preventive 
and Community Dentistry, 
Periodontics and Allied Dental 
Programs, and Restorative Dentistry. 

3 0 2001 Vol 15, No 2 • IUSD Alumni Bulletin 

1121 West Michigan 

Dr. William Hine Jr. 

Director Named for 
Student Diversity Support 

A 
longtime IUPUI student coun
selor has joined the IU dental 
school's administrative team 
as Director of Student 

Diversity Support. 
Traci L. Adams, formerly an academ

ic counselor in the University College, 
accepted IUSD' s newly created posi
tion in February 2001. 

She is a 1986 graduate of the bache
lor's degree program in sociology at 
Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
She also holds a master's degree 
in counselor education from the 
University of New Orleans (1988). 

Ms. Adams has been employed 
on the IUPUI campus since 1989. 

Her background is particularly 
well-suited to IUSD' s new post. 

Ms. Traci Adams 

"Ms. Adams is familiar with the 
IUPUI campus environment and has 
worked closely with undergraduate 
students/' Dean Lawrence Goldblatt 
said in his announcement of the direc
torship. "She has also served as a stu
dent organization adviser and has 
worked with student life and diversity 
program staff members on co-curricu
lar projects related to student reten
tion, leadership, and community. She 
is familiar with the dental profession 
through her family and has close ties 
to the dental professional community." 

Ms. Adams is the daughter of IU 
alumnus Lehman D. Adams (DDS' 49), 
who is also a part-time assistant pro
fessor of oral and maxillofacial surgery 
atru. 

"Ms. Adams will plan, develop, and 
manage a comprehensive outreach, 
recruitment, and retention program 
for underrepresented minority stu
dents in the dental school's degree 
and certificate programs," said Dr. 
Goldblatt. "She will serve as liaison to 
high school and college counselors 
and students, and develop mentoring 
programs to support the pre- and 
post-admission objectives of these 
applicants. She will also play a key 
role in keeping illSD close to the 
minority practicing community, both 
locally and nationally." 

Ms. Adams holds membership in 
the NAACP, Indiana Association for 
Women in Higher Education, 
American Association for Counseling 
and Development, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc., and the Indiana 
Council for Blacks in Higher 
Education. 

Three Visiting Teachers 
Receive New Titles 

D 
uring second semester of the 
2000-2001 academic year, 
three teachers who had been 
holding visiting appointments 

became members of the permanent 
IUSD faculty. 



Elizabeth A. Hughes, formerly a 
part-time visiting assistant professor 
of dental hygiene in the Department 
of Periodontics and Allied Dental 
Programs, was appointed as a full
time clinical assistant professor of 
dental hygiene, effective January 1, 
2001. She's been employed by the 
school since 1994. 

Professor Hughes 

Prof. Hughes is a graduate of 
Southern Illinois University's 
dental hygiene program. She earned 
an ru bachelor's degree in education 
(health science emphasis), graduating 
with high distinction, and an ru mas
ter's degree in adult/health science 
education through the School of 
Continuing Studies. 

Prof. Hughes brings to her full-time 
teaching position a strong background 
in the practice of dental hygiene. She 
held several positions before moving 
to Indiana, and practiced in the 
Indianapolis office of Nancy Halsema 
(DDS'80) from 1990 to 1998. 

Prof. Hughes' efforts as a part-time 
. faculty member led the dental school 
to bestow on her an IUPUI Teaching 
Excellence Recognition Award in 1997 
and again in 1999. She is a member of 
Sigma Phi Alpha, the national dental 
hygiene honor society. 

Former visiting instructor Dr. Irina 
L. Leyvand was appointed in March 
2001 as a clinical assistant professor of 
problem-based learning in the Depart
ment of Oral Facial Development. 
During the 11 years she has been 
employed by ru, Dr. Leyvand has 

served in a variety of roles as a 
researcher and visiting teacher. 

Dr. Leyvand graduated from 
Russia's Moscow Nursing College 
at First Moscow State Medical 
University, Sechenov, in 1970. After 
earning her dental degree from 
Moscow Medical Stomatological 
Universi!Jt Semashko, in 1975, she 
completed a one-year residency there. 
In 1983, she completed a joint graduate 
program in endodontics, oral surgery, 
and laser technology at First Moscow 
State Medical University, Sechenov. 

Dr. Leyvand 

Before coming to the U.S., Dr. 
Leyvand trained predoctoral students 
and residents through extramural 
practice opportunities at several 
healthcare institutions in Moscow
experiences that have been invaluable 
to her current teaching duties at ru as 
a problem-based learning tutor for 
first- and second-year dental students. 

In 1990, she became employed as a 
senior research technician at illSD' s 
Oral Health Research Institute, 
Bioresearch Facility, where she worked 
as a co-researcher with Dr. George 
Stookey, among others. She worked at 
various times for the OHRI and the 
Bone Research Laboratory in the 
Department of Oral Facial Develop
ment, supervising the research of 
students in the orthodontic master's 
degree and PhD degree programs. 
In her new position, she serves as 
an adviser to dental students and 
continues to conduct research. 

In February 2001, Maria C. 
LoGiudice, formerly a visiting lecturer, 
was appointed a research associate in 
the Department of Oral Surgery and 
Hospital Dentistry. She has worked for 
the school since 1998. 

Ms. LoGiudice earned a bachelor's 
degree in biology, with secondary 
education certification, from DePaul 
Universi!Jt Chicago, in 1994. She is 
currently pursuing an ru master's 
degree in leadership and administra
tion, a degree she had originally been 
working toward at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. 

Ms. LoGiudice holds an Illinois 
state teacher's license. Until her 
arrival at illSD, she had been teaching 
biology and chemistry at Resurrection 
High School in Chicago. She received 
the Newcomer Award at that school 
in 1994. 

She is a member of the National 
Science Teachers Association and has 
served as a science fair judge at local, 
regional, and national levels. 

Ms. LoGiudice 

In her role on the illSD facul!Jt 
Ms. LoGiudice has joined the team 
of IUSD educators responsible 
for mentoring the problem-based 
learning sessions for first- and sec
ond-year dental students. She is also 
the coordinator of the GeneraJ Practice 
Residency program, which is under 
the direction of Dr. Heidi C. Crow; 
and the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Residency program, which is under 
the direction of Dr. John H. Campbell. 
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45 Years at IUSD: 
A Kaleidoscope of 

People and Proiects 

A 
s a little girl growing up in 
Greensburg, Ind., in the 1940s, 
Shirley E. Shazer discovered a 
treasure chest in her father's 

dental office: his instrument cabinet. 
One by one, she loved to open 

each drawer, delighting in the 
shapes, the sizes, and the details of 
myriad instruments lying within. 

The youngster was equally 
enchanted by watching her father as 
he prepared for his patients' 
appointments. "I remember his mix
ing materials with a mortar and pes
tle, and squeezing amalgams 
through a squeeze cloth," she says. 

Delton Shazer (DDS'25), accord
ing to his daughter, was a great 
nature lover. "He had a scientific 
mind," she says. 

As it turned out, so did Shirley. 
A year before graduating from 

DePauw University with a com
bined degree in botany and bacteri
ology, Shirley pondered the idea of 
being a teacher before realizing that 
a laboratory setting was where she 
really wanted to be. "I liked work
ing with my hands, and the preci
sion and mathematics involved with 
laboratory work," she says. 

After commencement in 1956, 
Shirley searched for a job in the field 
of bacteriology. She wound up with 
one in histopathology instead. 

That the position also was located 
at her father's alma mater was pure
ly coincidental. When a job inter
viewer at the IU medical school 
noticed Shirley's histologic technique 
courses on her transcript, she was 
put in touch with Dr. David Mitchell, 
the dental school's new chairman of 
oral diagnosis who was looking for 
someone to help him establish a 
histopathology research lab. 

Today, having retired in January 
2001 from her 45-year career as a 
highly regarded histotechnologist 
(which included working with 
Dr. Mitchell until his death in 1975), 
Shirley remains thankful for the 
med school's referral. 

Over the decades, Shirley's lab 
moved nearly as often as the 
Department of Oral Diagnosis 
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Shirley E. Shazer 

acquired a new name. (It's currently 
called the Department of Oral 
Pathology, Medicine, and Radiology.) 
She held forth in several labs that 
had previously belonged to some of 
the most distinguished researchers 
in IUSD' s history: Grant Van 
Huysen, Joseph Muhler, and, in the 
case of the lab she left at retirement, 
William Shafer. 

When the school's second addition 
was built in 1972, Dr. Mitchell was 
finally able to cluster his depart
ment's offices, labs, and clinics in 
one place. Shirley once again lent 
a significant hand in designing the 
histopathology lab-this time, 
from the bottom up. 

"It was very modern in its day," 
Shirley recalls. "For the first time, 
I was working in a histopathology 
lab that was custom-built for 
histopathology." 

Housed in the "O.D." department, 
Shirley was in reality associated 
with all of the departments in the 
school because of her work with 
the graduate students who were 

conducting research for various 
master's degree programs. "While 
each student's project was in 
progress, I considered that student 
to be my 'boss,'" she says. "In my 
view, I worked for the student." 

One student "boss" eventually 
became Shirley's longtime colleague 
and friend: Dr. Abdel Kafrawy, of 
Cairo, Egypt. A 1962 graduate of 
IU' s oral diagnosis program, Dr. 
Kafrawy returned to IU in 1969 to 
serve on the dental school faculty. 
Their expertise and collaborative 
relationship ultimately benefited the 
research of hundreds of students 
and faculty members at IUSD. (Dr. 
Kafrawy's retirement is announced 
on page 34.) 

For much of her work, Shirley 
used ultra-sharp blades on machines 
called microtomes to cut delicately 
thin tissue sections for placement 
on microscopic slides. Before long 
she was known as one of the best 
in the field. 

"Many histologic technicians have 
become experts in the preparation 



Aside from continually striving 
to be precise1 patient1 and 
attentive to detait Shirley felt 
a deep sense of honor about the 
work she performed. "Histo
technologists must genuinely 
care about each researcher's 
individual project1 " she says. 

of soft tissue histologic sections/' 
faculty member Dr. Paul Starkey 
reported in the Alumni Bulletin in 
1974. "Shirley has developed an out
standing reputation for preparing 
microscopic sections of both hard 
and soft tissues1 with exceptional 
competence in managing decalcified 
teeth and bone. Dr. Mitchell says she 
has few peers in the· preparations for 
pulp and periodontal studies." 

Although Shirley was not a 
member of the faculty1 she taught 
a graduate-level course titled 
"Histopathological Laboratory 
Techniques" for a number of years. 

Her unwavering attention to detail 
in her approach to research had lost 
none of its polish as she processed 
the last few slides for graduate 
students in 2001. It's impossible to 
estimate how many tissue sections 
Shirley prepared in her lifetime 
because of the widely divergent 
projects she was associated with 
along the way. A routine request 
from a graduate student researcher 
might require Shirley to prepare 
31500 slides, 700 or 800 of which 
would need to be stained with hema
toxylin and eosin. (The remaining 
slides were saved for other purposes 
related to the project.) 

Over nearly a half century, that 
adds up to an astonishing number 
of tissue samples. Shirley learned to 
see the beauty in each one. 

An admirer of Modigliani an:d 
other painters of the Impressionist 
period, Shirley also finds much to 
admire artistically in the perfectly 
prepared tissue sample: "A perfect 
slide is one in which the specimen 
is cut evenly, 7 microns thick, all the 
way across/' she explains. "It is free 
of tears and holes the microtome 
sometimes causes. No other artifacts 
are present. The specimen is evenly 
stained throughout. One can clearly 
see the cells and their nuclet and, 
most important of alt the structures 
within the specimen that are of 
interest to the researcher." 

Shirley found satisfaction in 
her job because she says it never 
stopped evolving, affording her 
opportunities in later years to 
work with newer techniques such 
as immunohistochemical staining. 
This technique enables scientists 
to identify and localize various 
specific biochemical components 
within cells as well as the intercel
lular substances. 

A career highlight came in the 
late 1960s by way of an invitation 
from Dr. Gisle Bang, then a visiting 
professor in Dr. William Shafer's 
lab, for Shirley to come to Norway 
for two months to train a techni
cian at the University of Bergen. 

What kept her work from get
ting stale or routine were the ever
changing people and projects. 

"Each study, like each researcher, 
was different from the next/' she 
says. "To the casual observer, it 
probably looked as if I were stand
ing in the lab, doing the same 
boring task over and over. What 
they couldn't see, however, were 
the fascinating details of the proj
ects themselves. And the students 
I worked with were interesting 
people, coming from all over the 
world to study here. Most were 
cooperative, intelligent, and nice 
to be around. Many have since 
gone on to prestigious positions 
as administrators and deans at 
their schools. I've kept in touch 
with some, and I now have friends 
the world over." 

With her retirement years unfold
ing before her, Shirley hopes to visit 
a few of those former students in 
her travels. She hasn't found much 
spare time yet-her church work 
and membership in the Soroptimists 

service club demand much of her 
energy. Stilt she's hoping to squeeze 
some volunteer work into her sched
ule, ideally something that keeps her 
connected to science. 

As a retiree, Shirley says she 
misses the "scientist's routine" that 
was so integral to her profession. 
She misses making' slides too. 

But the toughest thing to let go 
of has been her day-to-day associa
tion with those among the IUSD . 
faculty and staff who started out as 
Shirley's co-workers and developed, 
over the decades, into valued, trust
ed, and irreplaceable friends. 

Shirley's address is 122 E. 27th 
Street, Indianapolis IN 46205. 

1121 WEST MICHIGAN 

On a tour of the library with her father/ Dr. Delton Shazer1 

in the 1970s. "He was pleased when I got a job at the dental 
school/' says Shirley. "I think Daddy was proud of me." 
Dr. Shazer died in 1991. 

Shirley-also known as "Shirls" to her many IUSD friends
with Dr. David Mitchell in the histopathology laboratory they 
custom-designed t~gether in the early '70s. 
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IUSD Says Goodbye to 
Award-Winning Teacher: 

Dr. Adbel Kafrawy Retires 

A
s a young graduate student at 
the IU dental school, Dr. Abdel 
H. Kafrawy studied secondary 
dentin and pulp reactions to 

silicate cement. He wrote his thesis 
on this subject, earning the Master of 
Science in Dentistry degree in 1962. 

The thesis was the first of about 
150 publications that would bear 
Dr. Kafrawy's name during a 31-year 
career as a teacher and researcher 
that benefited scores of his students 
and colleagues along the way. 

His retirement, in December 2000, 
brought to a close a distinguished 
record of service at Indiana University. 

Before arriving at IU to enroll in 
Dr. David Mitchell's graduate pro
gram in oral diagnosis/ oral medi
cine, Dr. Kafrawy earned his dental 
degree from Cairo University, Egypt, 
in 1958. He also studied at the uni
versity's medical school for two 
years and worked as a dentist in 
Cairo's Public Health Service. 

The Public Health Service awarded 
Dr. Kafrawy a scholarship to study at 
IUSD. After earning his MSD degree 
here, he returned to Cairo to serve as 

Deep in thought at a faculty 
conference in the 1990s 

a dentist at the Nutrition 
Institute until 1967. He 
was then appointed as a 
lecturer in oral diagno
sis/ oral medicine at Cairo 
University. In 1969, he 
accepted an appointment 
at IU as a research assis
tant in the department in 
which he had earned his 
MSD degree. 

Throughout his years 
at IU, Dr. Kafrawy rose 
through the faculty ranks, 
to full professor in 1982. 

He was a key figure in the _educa
tion of the hundreds of students who 
have passed through IU's advanced 
degree and certificate programs in 
dentistry. 

Dr. Kafrawy's work was touched 
upon in an article about IUSD's 
research program that appeared 
in the Alumni Bulletin in 1979: 
"A substantial amount of research 
of clinical significance, carried out 
[in the Department of Oral · 
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Dr. Kafrawy 

Diagnosis/ Oral Medicine] under 
the direction of Dr. A.H. Kafrawy 
and others, has been concerned with 
disorders of the pulp and periapical 
tissues. The techniques employed 
have been exacting and have served 
as a model for others. In a number of 
instances, this research has not only 
provided important new concepts in 
basic pulp biology, but has also pro
vided essential data on pulp and 
endodontic therapeutic agents and 
procedures which have subsequently 
been utilized in clinical practice." 

Throughout the years, his efforts 
were noted-and rewarded-by 
others. When the Indiana Dental 
Association decided to create an 
awards program to support IUSD's 
top teachers in 1981, Dr. Kafrawy 
was one of two faculty members to 
receive the first Pursuit of Excellence 
Teaching Award. He was inducted 
into Omicron Kappa Upsilon nation
al honor dental society in 1977. 

In the year of his retirement, the 
IUSD Alumni Association bestowed 
upon Dr. Kafrawy the Distinguished 
Faculty Award for Teaching. 

"His challenging courses are de
signed to underscore the important, 
if sometimes obscure relationship 
between oral and systemic environ
ments," the Alumni Association 
reported in choosing Dr. Kafrawy 
for the award. "His extensive knowl
edge and understanding of histology, 
pathology, physiology, and research 
methodology have provided his stu
dents with the guidance and impetus 
to undertake research studies conduct-

ed in partial fulfillment of their 
advanced degrees." 

"The material that Dr. Kafrawy 
presented in his courses helped his 
students perform well on the specialty 
boards associated with their areas of 
advanced training," says Dr. Jack 
Schaaf, acting chair of the Department 
of Oral Pathology, Medicine, and 
Radiology. "Dr. Kafrawy also served 
as a mentor for many predoctoral 
students during their summer 
research programs." 

Dr. Kafrawy's work has been 
published in a wide variety of jour
nals and textbooks, an indication of 
the diversity of fields represented 
by the students he taught and the 
respect he gained from fellow teach
ers and scientists in all areas of 
dentistry. Says Dr. Schaaf: "His joint 
projects with colleagues in other 
departments within the school repre
sented a superlative example of 
'collaborative research' long before 
this concept was recognized or 
encouraged by this university. 

"He was always willing to share 
his expertise with students and col
leagues alike," Dr. Schaaf continues. 
"He represented excellence in aca
demics to all of us, and we at the 
School of Dentistry shall miss him. 
We wish him a healthy and relaxing 
retirement, but we know that Dr. 
Kafrawy's heart will always be at the 
dental school, and his mind will 
always be seeking more knowledge 
about his favorite subjects." 

The recipient of several prestigious 
awards himsel.f Dr. Kafrawy was 
delighted to help the IUSD Staff 
Council surprise his friend and 
colleague Shirley Shazer with a 
Staff Excellence Award in 2000. 



Brent Bing Yee Ching 

Sopanis Dhanvarachorn 

Grad Student Profiles 

BRENT BING YEE CHING 
Hometown: Honolulu, Hawaii. Dental Education: DDS, 
Indiana University, 1998. IU Graduate Program: pediatric 
dentistry (major), psychology (minor). Thesis: Correlation 
between caries prevalence and socioeconomic status in children 
ages 6 to 36 months. Degree: MSD, July 2000. Plans: To return 
to Hawaii for private practice (and fishing). 

A. MARCELA DE LA ROSA 
Hometown: Monterrey, Mexico. Dental Education: DDS, 
Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon, Mexico, 1996. 
IU Graduate Program: orthodontics (major), life sciences 
(minor). Thesis: Effects of etidronate on healing of implant
supporting bone. Degree: MSD, October 2000. Plans: To 
return to Monterrey to work in private practice. Will be 
working together with other family members-a prostho
dontist and two periodontists. 

SOPANIS DHANVARACHORN 
Hometown: Bangkok, Thailand. Dental Education: DDS, 
Mahidol University, Thailand, 1996. IU Graduate Program: 
operative dentistry (major), dental materials (minor). 
Thesis: Fracture toughness, wear resistance and fluoride release 
of high strength glass ionomer cements. Degree: MSD, February 
2001. Plans: Has been accepted into IU's Advanced Standing 
DDS program for July 2001. Plans to eventually pursue 
a career in academic dentistry. 

ISAiAS GARciA 
Hometown: Chihuahua, Mexico. Dental Education: DDS, 
Universidad del Bajio, Leon, Mexico, 1993. IU Graduate 
Program: prosthodontics (major), dental materials (minor). 
Thesis: Galvanic corrosion of dental implant ma-terials. 
Degree: MSD, August 2000. Plans: To start my own private 
practice in Queretaro, Mexico, and to teach part-time on 
the Queretaro campus of Universidad del Valle de Mexico. 

A. Marcela de la Rosa 

Isaias Garcia 
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GRAD STUDENT PROFILES 

Omar Hakki 

Young Jun Lim 

OMAR HAKKI 
Hometown: Damascus, Syria. Dental Education: DDS, 
Damascus University, 1987; DDS, Indiana University, 1995; 
certificate in periodontics, Indiana University, 2000. 
Current IU Graduate Program: operative dentistry (major), 
dental materials/ oral pathology (minors). Thesis: In vitro 
evaluation of marginal integrity, internal adaptation, and 
microleakage in seven restorative materials using 45Ca as a 
tracer with autoradiographs. Degree: MSD, August 2000. 
Plans: To enter private practice in Austin, Texas. 

YOSVIMOL KUPHASUK 
Hometown: Bangkok, Thailand. Dental Education: DDS, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand, 1986. IU Graduate 
Program: periodontics (major), oral pathology (minor). 
Thesis: Activation of human crevicular fluid neutrophils by 
Streptococcus mutans from treated periodontitis patients with 
and without root caries. Degree: MSD, November 2000. 
Plans: To return to a full-time faculty position in Mahidol 
University's Department of Periodontics. 

YOUNG JUN LIM 
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea. Dental Education: DDS, 
Dankook University, South Korea, 1992. IU Graduate 
Program: prosthodontics (major), dental materials (minor). 
Thesis: Surface characterization and crystalline identification of 
various mechanically and chemically treated commercially pure 
titanium and its alloy surfaces. Degree: MSD, July 2000. 
Plans: To join the full-time faculty in the Department of 
Prosthodontics at Samsung Hospital in Seoul. 

E. ANGELES MARTINEZ MIER 
Hometown: Veracruz, Mexico. Dental Education: CD, 
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, 1990; 
MSD /preventive dentistry, Indiana University, 1995. 
Current IU Graduate Program: dental sciences (major), life 
sciences (minor). Dissertation: Dental fluorosis and altitude. 
Degree: PhD, December 2000. Plans: To accept a position 
on the IU faculty as a visiting assistant scientist at the 
Oral Health Research Institute. 
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Yosvimol Kuphasuk 

E. Angeles Martinez Mier 



Fariborz Nasseri 

Komkamon Sukchit
Chantaboune 

Mohammed K. Yousef 

FARIBORZ NASSERI 
Hometown: Amol, Iran. Dental Education: DDS, Indiana 
University, 1994; certificate in operative dentistry, Indiana 
University, 1996. Current IU Graduate Program: periodon
tics (major), oral pathology (minor). Thesis: Effect of 
bioactive ceramic and recombinant human transforming gro-µ;th -
factor-fl (rhTGF-fl) on regeneration of parietal bone defects in rats. 
Degree: MSD, August 2000. Plans: To accept an appoint
ment on the IU faculty as an instructor in operative dentistry 
and dental hygiene. 

WORAPHONG PANYAYONG 
Hometown: Bangkok, Thailand. Dental Education: DDS, 
1986, and Graduate Diplomate in Clinical Sciences, Mahidol 
University, Thailand. IU Graduate Program: prosthodontics 
(major), dental materials (minor). Thesis: Effects of addition 
of titania and zirconia mixtures on some mechanical and physical 
properties of acrylic resins for provisional fixed restorations. 

· Degree: MSD, December 2000. Plans: To accept a faculty 
position at Prince of Songkhla University in Songkhla, 
Thailand. 

KORNKAMON SUKCHIT-CHANTABOUNE 
Hometown: Khon Kaen, Thailand. Dental Education: DDS, 
Khon Kaen University, 1994. IU Graduate Program: opera
tive dentistry (major), dental materials (minor). Thesis: 
In vitro evaluation of mechanical and physical properties of pack
able resin composites. Degree: MSD, January 2001. Plans: To 
return to Thailand to a position on the dental faculty at 
Khon Kaen University. 

SUDSUKH THONGTHAMMACHAT 
Hometown: Bangkok, Thailand. Dental Education: DDS, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand, 1995. IU Graduate 
Program: prosthodontics and dental materials (majors). 
Thesis: Dimensional accuracy of dental casts: influence of 
tray material selection and multiple pours at varying elapsed 
times after impression-making. Degree: MSD, June 2000. 
Plans: To pursue a fellowship in maxillofacial prosthetics 
at the University of Chicago. 

MOHAMMED K. YOUSEF 
Hometown: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Dental Education: BDS, 
King Abdul Aziz University, Saudi Arabia, 1995. IU Graduate · 
Program: operative dentistry (major), dental materials 
(minor). Thesis: Degradation of nine bleaching gels after two 
hours in vivo. Degree: MSD, February 2001. Plans: Currently 
enrolled in IU' s PhD degree program in dental sciences 
(preventive dentistry track). Would like to return to my alma 
mater in Saudi Arabia to teach after finishing the degree. 

GRAD STUDENT PROFILES 

Woraphong Panyayong 

Sudsukh Thongthammachat 
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THE CHARITABLE GIFT 
ANNUITY BENEFITS You 

Now AND IN THE FUTURE 

by Paul St. Angelo -
Director of Development 

M 
John Borkowski (DDS'55) 
has fond feelings toward 
the Indiana University 

• School of Dentistry. The 
training he received as a student 
led him into a challenging and 
rewarding career in the field 
of prosthodontics. 

Dr. Borkowski' s wife, Lorraine, 
is also an ru graduate. While 
discussing their blessings last year, 
the Indianapolis couple decided to 
make a substantial gift to illSD-a 
gift that would show their appreci
ation for what Indiana University 
has ultimately provided for their 
family's prosperity. 

In talking about their inten
tions with the School of 
Dentistry Development Office, 
they found a way to financially 
benefit both IUSD and them
selves, now and for the rest of 
their lives. 

There were many different 
types of estate gift methods 
available to the Borkowskis, and 
each could be crafted to fit their 
estate-planning needs. But most 
methods required legal represen
tation and were difficult to 
understand. Instead of choosing 
one of these methods, the 
Borkowskis decided to use 
assets from their estate to estab
lish a charitable gift annuity 
that would benefit the dental 
school and themselves. 

On April 26, 2001, the 
Borkowskis were among a select 
group of honored guests who 
received an IUPUI Spirit of 
Philanthropy Award during 
a celebration at the Indiana 

Development Matters 

Dr. and Mrs. Borkowski (center), shown here accepting 
the Spirit of Philanthropy Award from Dean Lawrence 
Goldblatt, left, and IUPUI Chancellor Gerald Bepko, have 
devoted many years of service to the IU dental school, its 
prosthodontic alumni, and the Indiana Dental Association. 

Through generous planned and annual gifts, the 
Borkowskis have long supported IUSD's faculty develop
ment funds as well as scholarships for dental students and 
graduate prosthodontic students that are given each year in 
honor and memory of a professor who opened up the world 
of prosthodontics to Dr. Borkowski-Dr. John F. Johnston, 
longtime chair of IU's Department of Crown and Bridge and 
Partial Denture Prosthodontics. 

Dr. Borkowski established his private practice in 
Indianapolis after serving in the 1950s as a Captain in the 
United States Air Force. He also has an outstanding record 
of service in dental education, having formerly taught for 
decades at IU as a part-time prosthodontic faculty member 
and consultant. 

The Borkowskis have five children: David, Richard, 
Robert, Catherine, and Christine. Christine Borkowski-Hicks 
(DDS'87) is a partner in the Borkowski dental practice. 

Convention Center. The awards 
program annually recognizes 
individuals, corporations, and 
organizations that have made 
substantial contributions to 
IUPUI through gifts and 
voluntary service. 

Dr. Lawrence I. Goldblatt, dean 
of the IU School of Dentistry, 
thanked the Borkowskis for 
their many years of support 

and service. "In honoring the 
Borkowskis," he said, "we are 
reminded how important philan
thropy and volunteerism are to 
our school, to our university, to 
our community, and to our lives 
in general." 

The charitable gift annuity 
is a popular method of giving 
preferred by thousands of 
American donors each year. A 
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gift annuity is like an insurance 
policy or commercial annuity 
but with a charitable purpose. 
The donor gives $10,000 or more 
to IUSD and receives a guaran
teed income for his or her life 
and the life of one other person. 
It can be established with almost 
any asset except real estate. 

The income provided is deter
mined by the ages of the donor 
and the second beneficiary. For 
the first 20 years, about one
third of the income received is 
income-tax free. The donor also 
gets a tax deduction for the char
itable gift that can be spread 
over a five-year period. This 
method of giving is much easier 
to set up, understand, and 
administrate than are other 

planned gifts, and the annuity 
can be established without the 
services of an attorney. 

An example: A man who is 
54 years of age establishes a gift 
annuity for himself and his wife, 
also 54, with $50,000 in cash. 
Because they are relatively 
young, the annuity would pay 
them 5.8% annually, or $2,900 
per year for the rest of their 
lives. For the next 20 years, 
about one-third of the $2,900 
annuity payment ($1,041) would 
be income-tax free. The couple 
would also have $13,342 to 
deduct from their income taxes 
now, or over the next five years. 

If the couple were older, with 
the husband being 72 and the 
wife 71, the annuity payments 

would be higher. The couple 
- would receive annual payments 

of $6,400, and for the next 20 
years about half of each annual 
payment would be tax fee. If 
they used appreciated stock to 
establish the gift annuity, they 
could avoid paying capital gains, 
another benefit for the donors. 

The charitable gift annuity is 
certainly the easiest planned gift 
to establish and by doing so the 
donors are inducted into the 
Hine Legacy Society. 

If you are interested in know
ing more, or would like to hear 
how the charitable gift annuity 
could benefit you and the 
School of Dentistry, please 
call the Development Office 
at (317) 274-5397. 

Set Your Sights on Kansas City 

Indiana University School of Dentistry and the 
IUSD Alumni Association invite JOU to the annual reception 

far /USD alumni, held in conjunction with the 
142nd session. o he American Dental Association. 
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Scholarship recipients and 
donors came together for the sec
ond annual IUSD Scholarship 
Luncheon in November 2000. 

The generosity of alumni, their 
families, and other friends of the 
school makes these annual student 
awards possible. The luncheon 
gives the students an opportunity 
to thank their benefactors in per
son and to learn about the history 
of the awards, which often honor 
the memory of loved ones. 

New this academic year were 
the James W. Huckelberry 
Scholarships, which are named 
in memory of a prominent 
Indianapolis dentist and leader 
in the IU School of Dentistry 
Alumni Association who graduat
ed from the Indiana Dental 
College in 1924. Dr. Huckelberry 
died in 1991. The scholarship 
was established by his wife, 
Arna Huckelberry, who died 
in 2000. 

Another first was the IUPUI 
Chancellor's Scholarship for 
Dental Students, which was creat
ed by the IUPUI administration 
for underrepresented minority 
dental students. 

The Alumni Bulletin editors con
gratulate each student who was 
privileged to receive an award, 
and offer a word of thanks to the 
persons who are the foundation 
of this invaluable program. 

Dental Hygiene Student Scholarships 

A. Rebekah Fisk Memorial Scholarships: Amber Liberati (left), 1st yr; 2nd yr students Jennifer Samuels, 
Agenia Hallberg, Amy Robbins, Shari Little, and Tonda Fandrich; and Professor Evelyn Oldsen, director of the 
dental hygiene program, presenter. Not pictured is Melissa Masters, 2nd yr. Scholarship named for IU's first 
director of dental hygiene, who served IUSD from 1950 to 1970. Miss Fisk died in 1982. 
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Dental Student Awards (continued) 

IUSD Alumni Association Scholarships: Michael Noffze, 3rd yr (left); Joseph Hadley, 3rd yr; Gregory Olsen, 3rd yr; John 
Stewart, 4th yr; Phillip Pate (DDS'68), presenter; Uyen Tran, 3rd yr; Edward Laco, 4th yr; and David Swiderski, 2nd yr. Not picture 
re Cuong Luong, 4th yr, and Michael Wince, 4th yr. Dr. Pate is president of the IUSD Alumni Association. He resides in Kokomo. 

Robert J. Alber Memorial 
Scholarships: Mary Baker (left), lst yr; 
and Dr. Margot Van Dis, associate dean 
for student affairs, presenter. Not pictured 
is recipient Afaq Kheiri, 1st yr. Named for 
a dental graduate of the IUSD Class of 
1947 who practiced in Ligonier. He died 
in 1970. 

ilo V. Smith Memorial Scholarships: Geoffrey Glogas (left), lst yr; 
r. George Willis, presenter; Jeremiah Frasier, 3rd yr; and Daniel Stults, 4th yr. 
ot pictured are Elizabeth Stewart, 1st yr, and Sarah Laux, 2nd yr. Named for 

rm 1896 graduate of the Indiana Dental College who practiced in Winchester. 
Dr. Smith died in 1943. 
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Other Awards 
These scholarships, which are 
arranged by sources other than the 
IU Foundation or are given at differ
ent events, were also presented to 
dental and dental hygiene students 
during 2000-2001. 

Pierre Fauchard Academy Dental 
Student Scholarship Award, 
presented to Yazdan Alami, 4th·yr 
(at right in photo), by Dr. Raymond 
Maddox, assistant professor of 
preventive and community den
tistry, on behalf of the Academy's 
Indiana Section. 

Howard K. and Shizuko Maesaka 
Award, presented to dental student 
Aidan Phan, 3rd yr. The award hon
ors a 1926 dental graduate of IUSD, 
who died in 1975, and his wife, who 
resides in Oahu, Hawaii. Established 
by the Maesaka family, including 
two sons-the late Ray Maesaka 
(DDS'60), a longtime professor of 
prosthodontics at IU, and Clifford 
Maesaka (DDS'61); and a grandson, 
Clifford Maesaka Jr. (DDS'86). 



American Dental Association 
Scholarship from the 
Endowment and Assistance 
Fund, Inc., and the ADA 
Health Foundation,. presented 
to dental hygiene student 
Rachel Swackhamer, 2nd yr. 

Sigma Phi Alpha Scholar
ships, presented to dental 
hygiene students Tonda 
Fandrich, 2nd yr, and Rachel 
Bahler and Jennifer Ball, both 
1st yr. Given by Theta Chapter 
of the national dental hygiene 
honor society. 

Omicron Kappa Upsilon 
Scholarships, presented to 
2nd year dental students 
Michael French, Alan Gibb, 
Elizabeth Hagerty, Stephen 
Kohler, Misti Phillips, Lindsay 
Resmer, Eric Smith, and 
David Swiderski; and 4th 
year dental student Bryan 
Williams. Given by Theta 
Theta Chapter of the national 
dental honor society. The 2nd 
year students tied for the 
scholarship, given for main-

. taining the highest grade 
point average during the first 
year of dental school. Bryan 
Williams received his for 

· maintaining the highest grade 
point average during the first 

· three years of dental school. 

Isaac Knapp Dental 
Education Foundation 
Scholarships, presented to 
dental students Bryan 
Williams, 4th yr, and Michael 
Noffze, 3rd yr. Established by 
the Isaac Knapp District 
Dental Society to aid students 
in their pursuit of a dental 
education. Candidates must 
be affiliated with one of 
10 counties (Adams, Allen, 
DeKalb, Huntington, Jay, 
LaGrange, Noble, Steuben, 
Wells, or Whitley). 

Classes 

Lloyd Hagedorn 
Is ADA Trustee 

Dr. Hagedorn 

F 
ort Wayne periodontist 
Lloyd Hagedorn (DDS'66, 
MSD' 68) was installed as a 
trustee of the American 

Dental Association during the 
ADA's 141st annual session in 
Chicago, Ill., in October 2000. 

He serves on the ADA Board 
as the trustee from the 7th dis
trict, which includes Indiana and 
Ohio. The board formulates and 
reviews policies and program~ 
and makes recommendations to 
the 427 members of the ADA's 
governing body, the House of 
Delegates. As a board member, 
Dr. Hagedorn will play a major 
role in the ADA's overall objective 
of protecting and improving the 
public's oral health and promot
ing advances in dentistry. · 

Dr. Hagedorn has previously 
served the ADA as the 7th dis
trict's floor leader in the House of 
Delegates. He is a past president 
of the Indiana Dental Associa
tion, the Isaac Knapp District 
Dental Society, and the Indiana 

Society of Periodontology. His 
responsibilities with the IDA . 
have included chairing the Pubhc 
Education Committee for eight 
years and serving as founding 
president of the IDA Foundation 
for Dental Health Education. 

Dr. Hagedorn has chaired the 
dental committees at Lutheran 
Hospital and Saint Joseph 
Medical Center, Fort Wayne, and 
has taught dental auxiliary edu
cation at Indiana University
Purdue University Fort Wayne 
and IU South Bend. He is a fel
low of the American College of 
Dentists and International 
College of Dentists. . 

Dr. Hagedorn and his wife, 
Jan, have four children and 
14 grandchildren. 

Clifton Dummett Jr. 
Featured Speaker 

at Hinman Meeting 

( 

lifton Dummett Jr. (DDS'69, 
MSD'71) was a featured 
speaker at the 89th annual 
Thomas P. Hinman Dental 

Meeting held in Atlanta, Ga., in 
March 2001. 

Dr. Dummett is professor and 
head of the Department of 
Pediatric Dentistry at Louisiana 
State University and chief of the 
Pediatric Dentistry Section at 
Charity Hospital in New Orleans. 

He presented three seminars at 
the Hinman meeting, a highly 
respected continuing education 
program that attracts more than 
23,000 dental professionals from 
around the country for four days 
of seminars, lecturers, and 
exhibits. Dr. Dummett' s topics 
were "Pulp Therapy in Pediatric 
Dentistry," "Traumatic Injuries to 
Primary and Young Permanent 

2001 Vol 15, No 2 • IUSD Alumni Bulletin 43 



Dr. Dummett 

Teeth," and "Conscious Sedation 
in Pediatric Dentistry." 

He has lectured nationally and 
internationally and is a board
certified pediatric dentist. In 
addition to his IU degrees in den
tistry and pediatric dentistry, 
Dr. Dummett holds a bachelor's 
degree from Earlham College and 
an M.Ed. from the University of 
New Orleans. 

Donald Bowers Is ODA 
Distinguished De~tist 

D
r. Donald Bowers Jr. 
(MSD'64), Columbus, Ohio, 
was one of two recipients of 
the Ohio Dental Association 

(ODA) Distinguished Dentist 
Award for 2000. 

He is a 1959 dental graduate of 
The Ohio State University and an 
IU alumnus of the pediatric den
tistry residency program. Dr. 
Bowers also completed postgrad
uate studies in management 
development at Ohio State in 1984. 

It is love of the profession of 
dentistry that drives Dr. Bowers 
and validates this award, he says. 
"Lam proud of this profession 
and so feel obligated to give it 
my time and effort. At times, I 

44 2001 Vol 1 S, No 2 • IUSD Alumni Bulletin 

have been its staunch supporter 
and at other times, its severe crit
ic. That is what pride is all about." 

Dr. Bowers has served in an edi
torial capacity within the ODA 
and Columbus Dental Society for 
much of the past 35 years. 

He has held numerous teach
ing positions, including appoint
ments at IU and the Medical 
College of Georgia. The primary 
focus of his teaching has been as 
a full professor at Ohio State. 

Dr. Bowers is a diplomate of 
the American Board of Pediatric 
Dentistry, a fellow of the Ameri
can Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry, and a charter member 
of the Ohio Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry. He is the author and 
co-author of numerous articles, 
papers, books, and abstracts. 

Before retiring from private 
practice, Dr. Bowers conducted 
pediatric dentistry practices in 
Augusta, Ga., and in Dayton and 
Columbus, Ohio. He was a mem
ber of the U.S. Army Dental 
Corps from 1958 to 1968. 

The Ohio Chapter of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy named Dr. 
Bowers Dentist of the Year in 
1995. The American College of 
Dentists bestowed William J. Geis 
Editorial awards on him in 1983 
and 1992. 

Armed Forces Institute 
of Pathology Names 

I U Grad to Chairmanship 

T 
he Alumni Bulletin has 
learned from IUSD faculty 
member Dr. Charles Tomich 
that Col. Charles Pemble III, 

Dental Corp, United States Air 
Force, has been appointed chair of 
the Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology at the 
Armed Forces Institute of · 
Pathology in Washington, D.C. 

Col. Pemble graduated from 
IU' s master's degree program in 

oral and maxillofacial pathology 
in 1990. 

The chairmanship, says Dr. 
Tomich, is one of the most presti
gious posts in the United States. 
Col. Pemble' s most recent assign
ment had been at Keesler Air Force 
Base in Mississippi, where he was 
acting chairman for the entire 
Department of Pathology. 

In his new position, which Col. 
Pemble assumed in early 2001, 
he also manages the Registry of 
Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology. 

Alumni Inducted 
into American 

College of Dentists 

T
he 80th annual meeting and 
convocation of the American 
College of Dentists was held 
in Chicago, Ill., in October 

2000. Alumni Bulletin editors spot
ted the names of several IUSD 
graduates on the ACD' s list of 375 
new fellows, including that of 
IUSD Associate Dean George 
Stookey (PhD'71), who was one of 
three persons granted prestigious 
honorary membership by the 
College. B. Charles Kerkhove Jr. 
(DDS'62), Indianapolis, is current
ly serving as national treasurer on 
the ACD' s Board of Regents, and 
H. Raymond Klein (DDS'62), 
Jacksonville, Fla., heads Regency 3. 

NEW FELLOWS 

Indiana 

Rebecca DeLaRosa (DDS'90) 
Danville 

Nancy Halsema (DDS'80) 
Indianapolis 

Jennifer Kugar (DDS'88) 
Indianapolis 



Kenneth Miller (DDS'58) 
Indianapolis 

F. Gary Pfleeger (DDS'71) 
Lafayette 

Jeffrey Platt (DDS'84) 
Fort Wayne 

Michael T. Smith (DDS'84) 
Tipton 

Frederick Sputh (DDS'77) 
Lafayette 

European division 

Richard Cleary (MSD'92) 
Dublin, Ireland 

International division 

Koichi Ito (MSD'83) 
Tokyo, Japan 

OBITUARIES 

Longtime Allen County 
Coroner "Doc O." Dies 
a Week After Retiring 

Phillip O'Shaughnessy 
(DDS'60, MSD'62), one of Fort 
Wayne's best known public ser
vants, a widely respected foren
sic dentist and coroner, and a 
multi-talented IU teacher, died 
January 16, 2001, one week after 
failing health ca used him to 
retire from his post as Allen 
County coroner. 

Dr. O'Shaughnessy-known 
affectionately as "Doc" or "Doc 
O." by his many friends and 
associates-was 66. He had just 
been elected to his fourth term 
as coroner at the time of his 
death. 

Several articles published in 
Fort Wayne newspapers and in 
Indiana Dentist reflected on the 
life of a man whose leadership 
skills turned the Allen County 
coroner's office into a role model 

for others, and whose kindness 
and compassion made him a 
much-loved public figure. 

"He made you feel like you 
were an old friend," Laura 
Rhoades, spokeswoman for the 
Allen County commissioners, 
told the Journal Gazette. "He had 
such a warmth and openness. 
He was definitely a role model 
on so many different levels." 

After earning his dental 
degree at IU in 1960, Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy completed 
IU's graduate program in oral 
diagnosis/ oral medicine two 
years later. 

His multifaceted career took 
him into many arenas. Dr. 
O'Shaughnessy practiced in 
Fort Wayne from 1962 to 1995, 
and served a term as president 
of Isaac Knapp District Dental 
Society. He was a volunteer for 
the Fort Wayne Rescue Mission 
and a board member for the 
Matthew 25 Medical and 
Dental Clinic. 

He held longtime faculty 
appointments with IU' s dental 
and medical schools, teaching 
on both the IUPUI and Indiana 
University-Purdue University 
Fort Wayne campuses. He direct
ed IPFW's dental auxiliary pro
grams from 1969 to 1977, 
and his background in forensic 
investigations led to a teaching 
position in IPFW' s Department 
of Criminal Justice from 1994 to 
1998. He was a leading forensic 
odontologist in the Midwest, 
and was one of the first people 
in the country to be certified 
by the American Board of 
Medicolegal Death Investigators. 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy also served 
as editor-in-chief of the Journal 
Indiana Dental Association from 
1994 to 1996. 

After serving as a deputy 
coroner in Allen County from 
1975 to 1984, Dr. O'Shaughnessy 
was appointed to two four-year 
terms as coroner- the maximum 

number of consecutive appoint
ments allowed by state law. 
From 1993 to 1996, he served 
as chief deputy coroner and 
then was once again elected to 
the top coroner's post. According 
to a report appearing in Indiana 
Dentist, Dr. O'Shaughnessy was 
reelected for an unprecedented 
fourth term as coroner in 
November 2000, winning by 
one of the largest margins in 
the county's history. 

Dr. O'Shaughnessy is credited 
with initiating many programs 
and procedures that have helped 
the Allen County coroner's 
office earn its reputation as one 
of the best. According to the 
Journal Gazette, he helped create 
a death investigation protocol 
that Detective Sgt. Mike Cunegin 
of the Fort Wayne Police Depart
ment says has become the envy 
of other agencies across the 
state. He founded and chaired 
Fort Wayne's suicide prevention 
task force. He coordinated a 
project that led to the opening 
in July 2000 of the new county 
morgue, and sought funding 
for the facility from private 
donors to save taxpayers' 
dollars. Located at St. Joseph's 
Hospital, the facility has been 
named in Dr. O'Shaughnessy's 
honor. 

In the last months of his life, 
Dr. O'Shaughnessy was working 
to acquire a van that would be 
used at crime scenes to shelter 
investigators and witnesses 
during on-site interviews and 
to house equipment for on-site 
preparation of search warrants 
that could then be faxed to 
judges for signatures. 

Dr. O'Shaughnessy is survived 
by his wife, Jean; sons, Stephen, 
Mark, and Andrew; and daugh
ters, Patricia, Sandra, and Susan. 
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Alumni 
Association 

Board Member 
Richard Gore 
Is Dead at 63 

Dr. Gore 

Members of the IUSD Alumni 
Association board of directors 
were deeply saddened by the 
death of board member Dr. 
Richard Gore on March 30, 2001. 

A lifelong resident of 
Richmond, Dr. Gore graduated 
with the DDS Class of 1963. 
He also held an undergraduate 
degree from Earlham College. 
He served in the Naval Reserve 
as a dental officer for two years. 
He had practiced in Richmond 
since 1965. 

At the 2000 Fall Dental Alumni 
Conference, Dr. Gore began what 
was to have been a three-year 
term on the Alumni Association's 
board of directors. He was bring
ing to the board the knowledge 
and experience he had gained 
through his previous service as a 
member in the 1980s. 

Dr. Gore was engaged in his 
community on many levels and 
was particularly interested in 
extending a helping hand to 
young people. He was a "study 
buddy" at Westview Elementary 
School and a board member for 
the Richmond High School 
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Alumni Association. He volun
teered as a mentor for students 
at the IU dental school. He 
belonged to the Richmond Red 
Devil Pride. 

Dr. Gore was a past president 
of the Eastern Indiana Dental 
Society and a member of the 
board of the Wayne County 
dental association. 

He made many friends during 
his affiliation with the IUSD 
Alumni Association and will be 
greatly missed by everyone who 
had looked forward to working 
with him on the fall dental con
ferences and other Alumni 
Association projects. 

Dr. Gore's survivors include 
his wife, Saundra; son Jeffery 
(DDS'91) and daughter-in-law 
Amy (DDS'91); son Gregory 
and daughter-in-law Katie; two 
granddaughters; and mother, 
Dorothy. All reside in· Richmond. 

Frank Loskot 
Remembered 
by Classmate 

Dr. Charles Kirsh, a member 
of the DDS Class of 1936 residing 
in Fair Lawn, N.J., has reported 
the recent death of Dr. Frank 
Loskot, who was Dr. Kirsh's 
dental classmate, faculty col
league, and close friend. 

Dr. Loskot, of Blairstown, N.J., 
was interviewed for an article 
appearing in the Alumni Bulletin 
in 1997, shortly after he presented 
two charitable gift annuities to 
the IU Foundation to honor the 
memory of another member of 
the Class of 1936--Dr. Joseph 
Volker, who served as dean of 
dentistry at the University of 
Alabama for 14 years. Dr. Volker 
eventually was appointed first 
president of the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and 
then first chancellor of the 
University of Alabama System, 
which is composed of campuses 
at Tuscaloosa, Birmingham, and 
Huntsville. 

Dr. Loskot in the early years of his 
career 

Dr. Loskot had been retired 
since the mid-1980s from his 
position as chair of Dental 
Anatomy and Occlusion at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
in New Jersey. 

Dr. Kirsh, who served on the 
Fairleigh Dickinson faculty with 
Dr. Loskot, kindly shared his 
reminiscences of Dr. Loskot in 
a recent letter. Excerpts from 
that letter follow: 

Dr. Frank Loskot died January 
25, 2001, at the age of 87. He was 
a uniquely endowed and gifted 
person-in theory and in practice. 
He was a catalyst for learning for 
both his students and colleagues; we 
honored and respected him. 

Hi~ teachings on the theory 
and practice of dental anatomy 
and occlusion lasted students and 
teachers throughout their profes
sional lives and permeated their 
understanding of all related dental 
sciences. 

From 1932 to 1936, from gradua
tion and beyond, my friendship 
with Frank continued and has 
never worn off My remembrance 
of him remains vivid. 

As a general practitioner, he had 
the drive to be the best he could. His 
devotion to his patients shone, as 
was proved by two overflow retire
ment parties given by patients and 
friends in his honor. Patients came 
from all parts of the U.S. 

Frank served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II. He was based 



Dr. Loskot at IUSD's fall conference 
in 1991 

in Cairo, Egypt, where he treated 
the top American generals and their 
wives. After the war he stayed in 
the Army reserves and was made a 
colonel. We resumed our friendship. 
By then we both had married, start
ed families, and established general 
practices. Frank practiced in 
Bloomfield for 50 years. 

Frank was one of a small group 
who helped found Fairleigh 
Dickinson's dental school in the 
1950s. He invited me to teach with 
him, and I greatly enjoyed and 
benefited from his leadership as 
head of the Department of Dental 
Anatomy and Occlusion. 

As dental students during 
The Great Depression, Frank and 
I belonged to one of the smallest 
classes in the history of IUSD. 
Our teachers knew us individually 
as persons I and they interacted with 
us in lectures, labs, and clinics. 

The importance of this experience 
was not lost on Frank. As depart
ment head at Fairleigh Dickinson, 
he applied small-class principles. 

For his exemplary service as a 
teacher, clinician, researcher, and 
lecturer, Frank Loskot was awarded 
fellowship in the American College 
of Dentists and membership in 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon honorary 
dental society. 

Frank always remembered his time 
at IU, and he kept in touch with all 
his classmates. He gave a generous 
contribution to IU in honor of class
mate Dr. Joseph Volker, whom he 
admired a great deal. 

Frank is survived by his daugh
ter, Carol Loskot, of Arvada, Colo. 

Dr. Frank Loskot lives on in our 
memories as a clear-cut superior 
professional, teacher, and student
inspiring role model. 

OTHER ALUMNI OBITUARIES 

1927 • William Urankar (DDS), 
Daleville, Ala., died Sept. 16, 
2000. 

1929 • Bernard Streets Sr. (DDS), 
Niles, Mich., died July 1, 2000. 

1936 • Chester Rycroft Jr. (DDS), 
Evansville, died April 1, 2001. 
A lifelong practitioner in 
Evansville, he had been retired 
since 1987. Dr. Rycroft received 
training in pediatric dentistry at 
IU's James Whitcomb Riley 
Hospital on the Indianapolis 
medical center. He was a U.S. 
Army veteran of World War II, 
retiring with the rank of lieu
tenant colonel in the Dental 
Corps. He served as the Dental 
Chief of Staff with the 23rd 
Station Hospital in the African 
and European theaters and was 
the recipient of a Bronze Star. Dr. 
Rycroft' s professional member
ships included Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon national honor dental 
society. His wife, Florence, pre
ceded him in death in 1997. His 
survivors include a son, Chester 
Rycroft III (DDS'72), of 
Evansville. 

1937 • George Carpenter (DDS), 
Hemet, Calif., died Sept. 29, 2000. 

1939 • John Pell (DDS), Brazil, 
died July 8, 2000. 

1940 • Ralph Berman (DDS), 
formerly of South Bend, died 
Oct. 5, 2000. 

1943 • Noble Sevier (DDS), 
Sullivan, died Jan. 13, 2001. 

1944 • Kermit Bechtel (DDS), 
Goshen, died in July 2000. 

1949 • Thomas Boardman (DDS), 
of Naples, Fla., and Lafayette, 
died Feb. 21, 2001. Dr. 
Boardman' s survivors include 
his wife, Margaret "Bunny" 
Boardman. 

19S3 • Leon Turner (DDS), 
Indianapolis, died in 
October 2000. 

1955 • Lewis Benjamin (DDS), 
Indianapolis, died April 17, 2001. 

1959 • Charles Clayton (DDS), 
Indianapolis, died Dec. 11, 2000. 

1963 • Rueben White (DDS), 
Indianapolis, died March 7, 2001. 
He was the former dental direc
tor for Metro Health, a facility 
that he also helped organize. He 
conducted a private dental prac
tice for 35 years. In 1972, Dr. 
White was appointed to the 
Safety Board by then Indianap
olis Mayor Richard Lugar. Dr. 
White also served on the Special 
Citizens Blue Ribbon Committee 
to Reorganize the Indianapolis 
Police Department in 1999. He 
was named a Sagamore of the 
Wabash by Gov. Frank O'Bannon. 
Dr. White served in the U.S. 
Navy and was a veteran of World 
War II. His undergraduate degree 
was earned at Prairie View 
(Texas) A&M College. His sur
vivors include his wife, Vivian; 
daughter, Lois Jackson; mother, 
Zeffie White; two grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren. 

1973 • Steven Mullin (DDS), 
Vincennes,formerlyof 
Noblesville, died Sept. 12, 2000. 
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Darby Ray, daughter of Dr. Barry and 
Sharon Ray 

IU Hoosiers tame the Cincinnati 
Bearcats, 42-6. 
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Keeping it "Pure & Simple" on God's Valley Farms 
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T
he Indiana Memorial Union's 
handsome old Alumni Hall 
provided-as it has on so. 
many other autumn evenings 

in the history of the fall confer
ence-the perfect backdrop for the 
58th annual banquet, which drew 
graduates from classes as far back 
as 1940's and as recent as 1995's. 

The banquet was the highlight 
of a series of events and celebra
tions that began with a dinner 
honoring the illSD Alumni 
Association's past presidents on 
Thursday, Sept. 21, and didn't 
let up till the last of the class 
reunion partygoers turned in 
on Saturday night. 

Dentistry's annual get-together 
offered its usual mix of tradition 
and innovation in 2000. Amidst a 
cascade of time-honored activities 
such as the CE program, golf com
petition, bicycle tours, Memorial 
Stadium luncheon, and football 
game, grads and their families 
were invited for the first time to 
God's Valley Farms in the hills 
south of Bloomington, where 
they could try their hand at mak
ing soap, candles, and other 
herbal products in the Pure & 
Simple Workshop. 

Another first: a shiny new tro
phy that will recognize the top 
golfers in the Huckelberry 
Scramble each year. The golf com
petition honors the memory of 
James Huckelberry (DDS'24), who 
worked with the Alumni 
Association to establish the fall 
dental conference in the 1940s. The 
first names to be placed on the tro
phy are those of the talented 
golfers who claimed victory on the 
greens as the 1st Place team in 
2000: Drs. Doug Spaulding, Dave 
Walden, Joe Massa, and Jon Susott. 
The trophy is on display in the 
Dean's Office at the dental school. 

The TIJPUI Office of Alumni 
Relations once again assembled a 
three-day reunion that was full of 
opportunities for graduates to 
enjoy the company of their class
mates and the splendor of the 
Bloomington campus. 
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Phillip Pate Presides 
Over IUSDAA 

H 
aving served with distinction 
on the illSD Alumni Associa
tion board of directors since 
1994, Dr. Phillip R. Pate 

assumed responsibility for the 
board's top post at the close of 
the Fall Dental Alumni Conference 
in September 2000. He is serving 
as president for a one-year term. 

After earning a bachelor's 
degree on ill' s Bloomington cam
pus in 1964, Phil enrolled in dental 
school and graduated with the 
Class of 1968. He completed spe-

cialty training in ill's pediatric 
dentistry residency two years later. 
Dr. Pate became board certified in 
pediatric dentistry in 1976. 

Dr. Pate is a practitioner in 
Kokomo with a long history of 
fulfilling leadership roles in the 
dental community. He is a former 
president of the Howard County 
Dental Society, the Wabash Valley 
Dental Society, and the ill Pediatric 
Dentistry Alumni Association. 

For several years in the 1970s, 
Dr. Pate taught pediatric den
tistry in the dental clinic at Riley 
Hospital in Indianapolis as well 
as anatomy and physiology on 
the IU Kokomo campus. From 
1996 to 1999, he worked with the 
American Dental Association's 
national board test construction 
group on the subjects of bio
chemistry /physiology and 
clinical cases. 

Dr. Pate and his wife, Ruth Ann, 
have four children: Nick, who 
graduated from San Diego State 
University; Hans, a graduate of 
ill and the Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School in Lansing, Mich.; 
Cari, a 1998 graduate of the dental 
hygiene program at ill South 
Bend; and Matthew, who holds a 
DDS degree (1993) and pediatric 
dentistry certificate (1995) from ill. 
Matt's wife, Dr. Kristen (Bonnell) 
Pate, is a 1994 ill dental graduate. 

Changing of the Guard. The presidential gavel goes to Dr._ Phil Pa,te as 
Spencer Ray, son of Dr. Ba_rry. Ray, punctuates the end of hzs father s 
presidency with an enthuszastzc hug. 



IU SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 
2000-2001 

PRESIDENT 
Phillip R. Pote (DDS'68) 
Kokomo 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Frederick L. Sputh (DDS'77) 
Lafayette 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Jomes M. Humphrey (DDS'88), 
Terre Houfe 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 
Roland "Ron" Ditto (DDS'69) 
Lafayette 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Barry W. Roy (DDS'80) 
Evansville 

IU EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
George R. Zundo (DDS'BO) 
Danville, Ill. 

DIRECTORS 
1998-2001 TERM 

David J. Howell (DDS'81) 
Bloomington 

Anthony R. Klein (DDS'94) 
Evansville 

Norman R. Novak (DDS'68) 
Chesterton 

Gregory A. Ryon (DDS'96) 
Fishers 

Doniel E. White (DDS'79] 
Mishawaka 

1999-2002 TERM 

Paul W: Dunkerly (DDS'81 t 
Linton. 

E.J. Fischer (DDS'%} 
Terre Haute 

Philip W. Gardner (DDS'78} 
Fort Wayne 

Ronald A. Hunt (DDS'63} 
Muskegon, Mith. 

Bradley P. Lciconi (DDS'86) 
Anderson · 

Steven D. Stradley (DDS'76} 
Greensburg 

2000-2003 TERM 

Phillip W: Conn (DDS'78) 
Danville, Ill. 

the late Richard L. Gore (DDS'63) 
Richmond 
Dr. Gore's term will be fvllilled by his 
son, Jeffery L. Gore (DDS'91 }, also of 
Richmond 

Gary Pfleeger (DDS'71) 
Lafayette 

Geffry E. French (DDS'86) 
Lebanon 

Cori R. Pate (ASDH'98) 
Kokomo 

Matthew D. Pate (DDS'93) 
Kokomo 

IUSDAA Board of Directors. BACK: Matthew Pate, Gary Pfleeger, Paul Dunkerly, Phil Gardner, Ron Ditto, Jim Cahillane, 
George Zundo, Ron Hunt, Phil Conn, and Norm Novak. FRONT: Dick Gore, Fred Sputh, Barry Ray, Larry Goldblatt, Phil Pate, 
Bob Modlin, and Ge.ff French. · 
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AWARDS 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS 

Charles M. Simons 
Kokomo 

D
r. Charles M. Simons' long 
record of accomplishments 
illustrates his exceptional 
commitment to the profes

sion of dentistry and underscores 
his expansive civic interests in 
the community of Kokomo. 

After graduating as a Rector 
Scholar from DePauw University's 
undergraduate program in 1964, 
Charles pursued his dental educa
tion at Indiana University. He 
earned his dental degree in 1968 
and completed training in the 
orthodontic specialty in 1970. 
A Master of Science in Dentistry 
degree was awarded to him in 
1975. He holds diplomate status 
in the American Board of 
Orthodontics. 

Dr. Simons has conducted a 
solo orthodontic practice in 
Kokomo since 1970. He also 
maintains satellite offices in 
Peru and Frankfort. 
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Dr. Simons' leadership roles 
have been many-he is a past 
president of the Howard County 
Dental Society, Wabash Valley 
Dental Society, Indiana Association 
of Orthodontists, Great Lakes 
Association of Orthodontics, 
Rotary Club of Kokomo, and the 
Northwestern School Patron 
Council. Dr. Simons joined the 
Indiana Dental Association's 
board of trustees in 1979 and has 
contributed to diverse IDA coun
cils and committees throughout 
his career. He has served multiple 
terms as a delegate to the American 
Dental Association. Dr. Simons 
was elected to a one-year term as 
the IDA's president in 1991. 

Dr. Simons has served in offices 
and on committees associated 
with the Chamber of Commerce, 
United Way, Kokomo Arts 
Commission, Creative Arts 
Council, and Community 
Concerts, Inc. He is a charter 
member of the Kokomo 
Symphonic Society, Inc., and is 
active in the Civic Theatre. He 
served two terms, the maximum 
number allowed, of a gubernatori
al appointment to the Indiana Arts 
Commission. 

The highest honor bestowed by 
the governor of Indiana went to 
Dr. Simons twice-he was named 
a Sagamore of the Wabash by Gov. 
Robert Orr in 1988 and again by 
Gov. Evan Bayh in 1992. 

Dr. Simons is a fellow of the 
International College of Dentists 
(ICD), American College of 
Dentists, and Pierre Fauchard 
Academy. He served as the ICD' s 
7th district regent for six years and 
is currently vice president of the 
American section. 

Dr. Simons and his wife, Alice, 
have a son, Chad, who is a gradu
ate of Indiana University; and a 
daughter, Heather Renee, who is a 
graduate of Denison University. 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 

Bruce D. Raibley 
Evansville 

D
r. Bruce D. Raibley is well
known and appreciated for 
the dedicated service he ren
ders not only to the patients 

he cares for in his Evansville prac
tice but also to organized den
tistry and dental education. 

A graduate of the University 
of Evansville (BA' 69) and Indiana 
University (DDS'73), Dr. Raibley 
has devoted decades of his life 
to the pursuit of excellence in 
many arenas associated with 
the dental profession. 

His contributions have often 
led Dr. Raibley to leadership 
positions. He is a past president 
of the Vanderburgh County 
Dental Society, First District 
Dental Society, the First District's 
chapter of the Academy of 
General Dentistry, and the IUSD 
Alumni Association board of 
directors. 

Dr. Raibley' s multifaceted 
interest in the Indiana Dental 
Association and American 
Dental Association has resulted 
in service to many of the organi
zations' councils, committees, 



and task forces. He became a 
member of the IDA's board of 
trustees in 1992 and served in 
that position for nine years. Dr. 
Raibley was an IDA delegate to 
the ADA from 1995 to 2000, and 
he served as 7th district repre
sentative to the ADA Council on 
Dental Practice from 1995 to 
1999. As a member of the ADA 
Parameters Committee, he 
reviews the parameters of dental 
care as they are developed. 

As a member of the IDA's 
Council on Education, Dr. 
Raibley helps to nurture and 
maintain the strong relationship 
that exists between organized 
dentistry and dental education 
in the Hoosier state. 

He currently serves on the 
Governor's Task Force on Dental 
Health, which is charged with 
assuring access to quality dental 
care for Indiana residents. His 
accomplishments have earned 
him fellowship status in the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy, the 
American College of Dentists, 
the International College of 
Dentists, and the Academy of 
General Dentistry. 

Dr. Raibley and his wife, 
Brenda, reside in Newburgh. 
They have two sons-Jason, 23, 
and Jamie, 20. 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

Sandra J. Manion 
Indianapolis 

E
xcellent interpersonal skills, 
dependability, and pride in her 
work carried Sandra J. Manion 
through a career at the IU 

dental school that lasted 37 years. 
She began in 1961 as a secretary 

in the Dean's Office back when 
Dr. Maynard K. Hine was in 
charge of the school, and she 
retired in 1998 after 27 years as 
an administrative secretary in 
the Office of Continuing 
Education. 

Working first with CE Director 
Dr. Robert Derry and then with 
current Director Dr. Donald 
Arens, Sandy was the only staff 
member in the department until 
the 1990s, when two part-time 
staffers came on board. After 
juggling 1001 details related to 
course management throughout 
the week, Sandy often spent her 
Saturdays registering participants 

at course sites around the city. 
Her work brought her in con

stant contact with the school's 
alumni: making her one of the 
most widely known IUSD staff 
members in ·the history of the 
school. She is also one of the most 
widely respected. Grads quickly 
grew to appreciate Sandy not only 
for her skills, reliability, and dedi
cation to duty but also for her 
pleasant attitude and rich sense 
of humor. 

"Sandy played a unique role 
in the education of many of 
IUSD' s students long after they 
left IU with degrees in hand," 
an Alumni Bulletin editor wrote 
when Sandy was profiled at the 
time of her retirement. "From her 
position at the registration desk 
on course days, she watched 
[grads] continue their education 
and their careers. She's congratu
lated many on becoming parents, 
then grandparents." 

And now it's Sandy's turn to be 
congratulated by the alumni, for a 
record of service that is exception
al in every way. 

VICTORY ON THE GREENS 
And the Winners of the Huckelberry Scramble Are ... 

1st Place Team: Doug Spaulding, Dave Walden, Joe Massa, and Jon Susott 
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OTHER GOLF WINNERS 

2nd Place Team: Phil and Barb Drake 
and Dave Varner 

Longest Drive: Phil Drake 

Longest Putt: Kirk Ripley 

Skins Game-The Winning Teams: 
Des Woodruff, Larry Sowinsk( 
and Hal Smith 

Jim Cahillane, George Kirtley, 
John Laskowski, and Bob Horton 

Closest to the Pin: Mike Danner 
and also Roger Huff 

Raffle Winner: Mark Detert 

THANK YOU, GOLF SPONSORS 

The annual golf competition, coordinated by Dr. Jim Cahillane, raised 
$3,377.70 for the IUSD Alumni Association dental student scholarship fund. 

Accudent Dental Laboratories, Inc. 
Lansing, Ill. 

Block & Stevenson, OMS, PC 
Valparaiso 

Dental Associates (Dr. Jim Cahillane) 
Hobart 

Endodontics, Inc. (Ors. Harry 
Frank, Daniel Kozlowski, and 
MarkMagura) 
Merrillville 

First District Dental Society 
Evansville 

Gelsosomo Pizzeria 
Portage 

General Dentistry 
(Dr. George Zundo) 

Danville, Ill. 

Ors. Richard and Jeffery Gore 
Richmond 

Heraeus Kulzer, Inc. 
South Bend 

Indiana Dental Association 

Indiana University Foundation 

IUSD Alumni Association 

Mid-West Dental Laboratory, Inc. 
Fort Wayne 

Mitch Dental Laboratories 
Muncie 

Northwest Indiana Dental Society 
Merrillville 

Norman Novak, DDS, Inc. 
Chesterton 

Orthodontics, Inc. (Dr. Kenneth Hyde) 
Valparaiso 

Patterson Dental Supply, Inc. 
Indianapolis 

Pediatric Dentistry (Dr. Ron Ditto) 
Lafayette 

Pediatric Dentistry 
(Drs. Phil and Matt Pate) 

Kokomo 

Dr. Philip K. Radtke 
Michigan City 

Dr. Barry Ray 
Evansville 

Somer Dental Laboratories 
Zionsville 

Orthodontics (Dr. Fred Sputh) 
Lafayette 

Past Presidents. BACK: Robert Modlin (DDS'59), Bruce Raibley (DDS'73), Barry Ray (DDS'80), John Rahe (DDS'63), Charles 
Smith (DDS'61), Les Tweedle (DDS'60), and Richard Buchanan (DDS'51). FRONT: Patricia Clark (DDS'80), 
Gary French (DDS'57), Wally Bryan (DDS'40), Charles Pope (DDS'43), and Ralph McDonald (DDS'44) . 

5 4 2001 Vol 15, No 2 • IUSD Alumni Bulletin 



BLOOMINGTON 
BECl{ONS 

Join Us- for 
the I U School 
of Dentistry's 

·S9th 
Fall Dental 

Alumni 
· Conference 

WHERE: 

IU Bloomington campus 

WHEN: 

September 20-22, 200 l 

HOOSIERS PLAY: 
Utah Utes 

Watch for more details from the 
IUPUI Office of Alumni Relations. 

For information call (317) 27 4-8959. 
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on 

Dr. Fred and Martha Cantrell (left), 
Crawfordsville, and Dr. James and Norma 
Dirlam, Lebanon, represented the DDS Class 
of 1950 at a special class reception held in the 
Federal Room of the Indiana Memorial Union 
on September 22, 2000. Later that evening 
Dr. Bob and Margaret Linnemeier, Bloomington, 
also joined in the festivities as the celebration 
moved into Alumni Hall for the annual fall 
conference banquet. 
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lo Ifie 50-
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~N.chool 11f 1j)e:11½isf-$ 

1gso· 

Glass 

1--

.(,J.,r, . ~:.*, f ..._,-

Indiana University coriferred Doctor of Dental Surgery 
deg;rees on Drs. Cantrell, Dirlam, and Linnemeier 

and 50 other classmates on June 12, 1950. 
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Harold Koenig and Emory "Wally" Bryan 

1945 

1940 

BACK: Hugh Seller, John Stenger, Miles Standish, J. W. Mitchell. FRONT: Roger Huff, 
Irving Newmark, Stanley Schwartz 

1955 

BACK: Russell Heyde, William Marshall, Virgil Eaton, Robert Johnson, Charles Hall, Robert Kuhn. 
FRONT: Richard Harris, Roy France, Norman Glassman, John Borkowski, Floyd Hale, Charles Greif 
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Bailey Davis, Robert Dickerson, Jack Portzline, Lesten Tweedle, Robert Spedding 

1960 

Richard Lasbury, Larry Ryan, Robert Griffin, Ben Asdell, Michael Ternisky Kenneth Barnard 

1965 

BACK: Thomas Gibbs, Steven Keiser, Frederick Katz. FRONT: Steven Guy, Alice Sue Green, Thomas Myers, Diane Dilley, 
Stephen Guidone, Patrick Barrett 

1970 
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BACK: Rodney Kalb, Larry Barlow, Bing Fowler, Scott Mc onald, Carl Newton, Kenneth Spolnik, Arnold Braun. 
FRONT: Paul Weber, George Lanning, Richard Armstrong, John Trok, Joseph Jacobi, Kenneth Hyde, Mark Mallatt 

1975 

BACK: Peter Dillon, Jay Wise, Howard Wiesjahn, Steven Staton, Steven Buedel, Michael Lipke, Terry Cunningham. MIDDLE: Rachelle 
Shaw, Gary Haller, Joe Inman, Mark Thomas, Marianne Davis, George Horton, Terry Davis. FRONT: Patricia Clark, George Zundo, 
Nancy (Zona) Halsema, Stephen Lucas, Jennifer Taube, Debra Mannia, Barry Ray, (J.regory Wittig 

1980 
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BACK: Joseph Meek, Richard Spencer, Armando Blardonis. MIDDLE: Joseph Hartman, 
Owen Forbes, Todd B~rgman, Patrick Tromley, Todd Hunt, Eric Dellinger. FRONT: Anita 
Wells, Georgia Knotek, Rebecca DeLaRosa, April Bardonner, Thomas Nasser, Kevin Deloria 

1995 

1990 

BACK: William Rouch, Chad Ashley, Bret Bologna, Michael Danner. 
FRONT: Doris VanNatter, Dedi Turner, Isabel Vahedi 
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