NATIONAL
FFA WEEK

How Your C hap te r Can Use This Year’s Nation al FFA The me

FFA Theme Guide

There is an amazing power within each one of us. Although we may not
always feel it, it is always there. Success is simply a matter of finding that
power and putting it to work. FFAis a proactive organization that encourages
members to discover the power they possess.
The young people of the 21st century are constantly on the go, with
classes and homework, after-school activities, part time jobs, friends and
family. It’s hard for them to find the opportunity to look inside their hearts and
encounter the high-caliber strength that resides there. FFA membership
provides students many opportunities to tap into their own personal power in a
variety of ways.
FFA membership offers young people numerous opportunities to
cultivate their innate potential. Leadership experience and community
awareness are gained when students give speeches at public events and
elect their own officers. Mentoring programs and national meetings foster
responsibility and self-confidence. Supervised Agricultural Experience
(SAE) programs motivate students by providing real world professional
experience. All of these qualities combine into a core of self-esteem and
pride that forms the foundation of a student’s inner power.

In Your Theme Week Kit:
News Releases
Public Service Announcements
Certificates
Proclamation
Supply Order Form

Envelope Stuffer
Program Insert Sample
Planning Wall Chart
Logo Slick Sheet

Students who have taken advantage of opportunities within FFAare better
prepared for a future in the dynamic agricultural industry, which now
encompasses more than 300 careers. They’re also better prepared to deal
with our changing world, as technology brings different cultures closer together

each day. These changes present new challenges for the new century-and
new tools will be needed to meet those challenges. FFAmembership gives
students an advantage by exposing them to international cultures, global
agriculture and emerging technologies. By equipping these students with
the proper tools, FFAmembership instills a power that will remain with
them for life.
More than 450,000 young men and women have taken a step toward
realizing their own power by joining FFA. By learning from the many
valuable components of FFAmembership, these students can easily
“Discover the Power!”
As leaders in tomorrow’s world, today’s young people will be faced
with many challenges, including maintaining the United States’position
as a global leader in agricultural technology and production. They will
also have the task of providing food and fuel for our ever-growing
population. FFA members will be well-equipped to meet these daunting
demands, thanks to the problem-solving skills they worked hard to
develop through FFA.
Customizing The Theme
Oftentimes chapter, state and national officer teams identify a
central theme, song, or slogan to focus their team goals. The key to
working with any theme is making it your own. One way you can do so
is to personalize it; for example, if you live in Johnson County, your
theme could be something such as “FFA: Discover the Power in
Johnson County,” or something more general, such as “FFA: Discover
the Power of Agricultural Education.” However you decide to work with
the theme, use it widely and make it yours.
Start Your Planning Process
Once you decide what the theme means to your chapter, it’s time to
start planning for FFAWeek activities. You might want to get input from a
variety of sources to help you strategize for success.
In early November, form an FFAWeek committee of FFA members,
community and business leaders, FFAalumni, your principal, school
counselors and parents. You may also want to include a student who is not
an FFAmember to provide an outside perspective. Make sure everyone
knows the purpose of FFAWeek.
Know Your Audience
Before you can set goals, you have to know who you want to
reach—the people you hope to influence with the FFAmessage. Not
everyone will respond to the same message, and different people have to
be reached in different ways.
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Set Goals
Do you know who you want to reach? Great! Now you have to clearly
state what you want to accomplish. Write out your goals for FFAWeek; they
might include:
➤ Recruit new members

➤ Share FFA’s rich heritage with a wider audience
➤ Raise the public’s awareness and support of agriculture,
agricultural education and FFA

➤ Strengthen relationships with parents, school
administrators and other partner groups

➤ Build friendships
➤ Create fun activities for members and other students
➤ Increase chapter spirit and pride
➤ Raise funds for a scholarship program, Washington
Leadership Conference or Made For Excellence

➤ Increase FFA’s media coverage
As much as possible, you’ll want to make your goals specific. For
example, if one of your goals is to attract new members, how many new
members? Setting specific goals helps give you measurements for success.

A Little Creative Brainstorming
After you’ve set your goals, it’s time to decide how you’re going to achieve
them. One great way to get started is to have a brainstorming session with your
committee.
1. Get your committee together and give everyone a sheet of paper
for jotting down ideas.
2. Start brainstorming! Remember to focus on getting ideas for
each of your goal categories.
3. No idea is a bad idea in a brainstorming session. Write down and
consider everything. Sometimes, the most original and
memorable plans come from the craziest ideas.
4. Stuck? Take a look at the Success Strategies section on the
back page for a few starter ideas.
5. Compile the list of ideas you’ve agreed upon, and make sure
everyone has a copy.
6. Meet regularly to track your progress.
Have A Plan
Now that your ideas are on paper, you need to formulate them into an action
plan. See the sample plan on the next page for one organizational example…and
consider these additional planning tips:

➤ List all the resources you need to carry out your project.
➤ Remember to include a list of all the people who can help you
get the job done. Be sure to include:

What Would You Say?
Do you know who you want to reach with your
messages? Consider these questions:

●

Title and organization.

●

Phone numbers.

●

Addresses.

●

Any special information about the person.

➤ What do you want to tell the community
about agriculture and FFA?

➤ Be sure to keep chapter members updated on what the

➤ How can you create more awareness of FFA
in school?

➤ Keep track of activities, who’s assigned to them, and the budget

➤ How can you build unity within your chapter?

➤ Use your wall chart to stay on schedule.
➤ Use the order form in your packet to purchase inexpensive

committee is doing.
required to carry them out. Members may have to vote on
certain elements such as budgets.

➤ How can you get sponsorship from local
businesses for FFA programs such as
scholarships, Washington Leadership
Conference, National FFA Convention, etc.?
➤ What do you want to tell next year’s
incoming freshmen and other prospective
new members about FFA?
➤ How can you increase support and
involvement of your principal, counselor
and school board?
➤ Who would you like to inform about FFA,
high school agriculture and the
agricultural industry?

displays, posters and giveaway items. To ensure timely delivery,
order well before FFAWeek. Place your order by January 13
and avoid the rush!
Promote That Theme!
Your kit is loaded with great materials you can use to promote FFAWeek in
your school and community. They can go a long way toward helping you get your
message across.
For example, you can customize and use the news release and public
service announcements (PSAs) with your local newspapers, radio stations and TV
stations. Since FFAis a nonprofit organization, many media outlets will run these
messages free of charge. Here are a few helpful tips on the following page:

➤ Who would you like to thank and receive
continued support from in the future?
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FFA: Discover the Power
Sign On Now!

Radio and TV PSAs
➤ Keep PSAs short, concise and to the point. (No more than 15
seconds.)

➤ Follow the format using all capital letters, typed double-spaced.
➤ Write the way you speak! Keep the tone friendly and

It’s never too early to plan your FFA Week
activities. Be sure to keep an eye on FFA homepage
(www.ffa.org) for free downloadable copies of news

conversational.

➤ Offer to have an FFAmember record the PSAs, or simply ask the
station if they’ll read your messages on the air.

➤ If you’re going to read and record the PSAs, practice first.
➤ Wear official FFAdress when you go to the station.
➤ Explain FFAWeek and answer any questions.

releases and templates you can use to promote
your FFA chapter throughout the year. Items such
as logos, stories and public service announcements
are available. Download FFA theme graphics which

Newspaper Releases and Articles

➤ Contact your newspaper’s agricultural or education writer for
guidance and advice. He or she can give you ideas on the kinds of
stories they would use and when they would need them.

will be available in mid-August.

➤ Your high school journalism teacher can also help you write and
prepare stories for publication.

➤ Submit stories in the form of news releases. An example release
you can customize is included in your kit.

➤ Provide photos whenever possible—photos should be black and
white prints, at least 3” x 5” in size. Action shots are better than
shots of people standing around. Be sure you identify all people in
your photos.

➤ All stories should be double-spaced, with the writer’s name and
phone number included.

➤ Come up with story ideas of your own! For example, you may
want to write stories about the accomplishments of your chapter
members.

Sample National FFA Week Action Plan
February 17-24, 2001
Audience

Goal

Activity/Idea

Date

Budget

Leader

Resources/ Next Steps

School administrators,
officials, counselors

Acquaint
with FFA

•
•

Invite to FFA meeting
Give a special presentation
chapter activities
Give them a certificate
of support

2/23

$0

Tim

•
•

Notify officers
Plan meeting agenda

•
Other Students

Show that FFA/
agricultural education
is preparing students
for diverse
opportunities

•

Agricultural Career Day
with displays from
local businesses

2/23

$200

Sherri

•
•

Solicit business
Identify location

Local Businesses

Sponsor
WLC participants

•

Goodwill tour—visit
and leave felt tip pens

2/22

$100

Mary

•
•

Purchase pens
Develop schedule

Chamber
of Commerce

Promote local
agriculture

•

Agricultural products
day at mall

2/21

$50

Roger

•
•
•

Solicit business
Identify location
Publicity
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Success Strategies

Here are some ideas you might consider as you prepare for National FFA Week.

Promoting Success In Your School
➤ Have chapter officers wear FFAlogo clothing to school.
➤ Customize the public service announcements in your packet and have
them read with the morning news in school.

➤ Hold a teacher-staff breakfast and give a presentation about

birthday.

opportunities in FFA.
➤ Hang FFAWeek posters in the cafeteria and hallways.
➤ Present FFAWeek certificates to supportive school officials.
➤ Schedule a faculty-FFAbasketball or softball game.

➤ Invite former FFAmembers to meet with school officials and explain the
benefits of FFA.

➤ Write an article for your school newspaper, and make use of the FFA
logos from the sheet in your FFAWeek kit.

Celebrating Success
In Your Chapter

Promoting Success
In the Community

➤ Host a hayride, cookout, pizza party, or other fun get-

➤ Tape video segments and air them on local cable TV stations

together.

or new programs.

➤ Invite local leaders who were in FFA to speak at your

➤ Present complimentary subscriptions of FFA New Horizons

chapter or school about how FFA helped them.

➤ Sell agricultural products with proceeds going to your state
or foundation, chapter scholarship fund.

➤ Hold an exchange meeting with another chapter.
➤ Update your chapter scrapbook.
➤ Hold an agricultural skills and knowledge tournament.

Promote Success In
The Agricultural Industry
➤ Hold an agricultural coloring contest for elementary
school children.

➤ Invite students to “shadow” agricultural professionals for
a day.

➤ Build an agricultural display at a local shopping mall.
➤ Host an agricultural products day at your town or school
featuring commodity group displays.

➤ Take local schoolchildren on a field trip to a farm or
agribusiness.

➤ Present an Agricultural Issues Forum on careers in

➤ Present an FFAvideo to the school board.
➤ Conduct a school assembly with FFAvideos or speakers.
➤ Serve cherry pie to teachers and staff on George Washington’s

magazine to counselors, supporters and key business
leaders.
➤ Ask local businesses to sponsor FFA Week radio or TV time
and newspaper space.
➤ Have the FFA Week Proclamation in your kit signed by the
mayor of your town.
➤ Give out FFA bumper stickers and envelope stuffers to
parents, school officials, and others at your local bank or
other public meeting place.
➤ Host a breakfast meeting with the chamber of commerce—
and provide coffee and donuts.
➤ Ask local businesses with electric signs to display FFA
Week messages.
➤ Start a community blood drive. Sponsor a competition among
local businesses to get the most people participating.
➤ Visit agricultural and education committees at the state capitol.
➤ Give away FFA ties or other FFA merchandise to local
businesspeople.
➤ Host an event to salute FFA parents and present them
with FFA Week certificates.

agriculture to local business and civic groups.
agriculture to local business and civic groups.

The FFA Mission
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal
growth and career success through agricultural education.
The Agricultural Education Mission
The mission of Agricultural Education is to prepare and support individuals for careers, build awareness and develop
leadership for the food, fiber and natural resource systems.
Prepared and published by the National FFA Organization in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Education as a service
to state and local agricultural education agencies.
The National FFA Organization affirms its belief in the value of all human beings and seeks diversity in its membership,
leadership and staff as an equal opportunity employer.

The National FFA Organization

6060 FFA Drive • P.O. Box 68960 • Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 • (317) 802-6060 • FFA Homepage: www.ffa.org
© Copyright 2000 by the National FF A Organization

Sponsored by Case Corporation as a special
project of National FFA Foundation.

w w w. f f a . o r g

