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DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
December 24-Jan. 3 FFA Center closed 
1-22   National FFA Officer Training, FFA Center 
January 4-18  International Leadership Seminar for State Officers 
18-22 National FFA Board of Directors meeting, Washington, D.C. 
18 National FFA Foundation Trustees meeting, Washington, D.C.  
 
February 1  Costa Rica proficiency trip applications due 
 
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= 
THE LATEST FROM FFA 
New Proficiency Award for 2006: A new proficiency award area in Agricultural Education will be 
added in 2006. The National FFA Board of Directors approved the new award for the new 
revision cycle, stated as: 
 
"Agricultural Education" - Involves students with SAEs related to education and extension, 
including but not limited to youth mentoring, agricultural education departmental assistants, PALS 
mentors and student coordinators, students developing informational materials and presentations 
for civic organizations and school-aged youth, and students who are involved in SAEs that 
educate the public about the broad topics of agriculture, agricultural education and FFA. 
 
The James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation (www.JFLF.org) and the Lincoln Electric Company 
have recently made a three-year commitment to fund the Agricultural Education proficiency award 
as a special project of the National FFA Foundation. The James F. Lincoln Foundation was 
created in 1935 to promote the science and education of arc welding. Its primary functions 
include the development of welding educational materials and annual awards for students’ arc 
welding projects and engineering papers. The Lincoln Electric Company has been a sponsor of 
the National FFA for 57 years, providing advanced training opportunities and materials for 
students and teachers in the area of welding. 
 
Teacher workshops to promote this new award area will be conducted during the 2005 National 
FFA Convention. 
 
Washington Leadership Conference: The dates for the 2005 Washington Leadership 
Conference are June 7-12, June 14-18, June 21-26, June 28-July 3, July 12-17 and July 19-24. 
Student Package: $550; Advisor Double: $585; Advisor Single: $780; Advisor Guest: $975; Room 
Only: $475. 
 
This year’s conference will feature high levels of service learning, mentoring and volunteerism 
strategies, problem-solving skills, relationship-building skills and character development. This 
premier leadership conference is shaping up to be the best yet! Registration begins in March 
2005. Visit www.ffa.org/programs/conferences/html/conf_wlc.htm, e-mail wlc@ffa.org or call 317-
802-4312 for more information.  
 
National Postsecondary Agricultural Student Organization (PAS) Conference: Prepare for 
the experience of a lifetime at the 2005 National PAS Conference, Mar. 16-19, 2005, in Albany, 
N.Y., hosted by New York PAS. At this conference, PAS will celebrate its 25th anniversary.. 
 
The conference preview website,t http://www.nationalpas.org/conference/intro.html, contains links 
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to help you get to New York, conference registration information, schedules and fun things to do 
in the beautiful state of New York. As the conference gets closer, you will find details on last-
minute preparations to ensure your visit to the conference is a success. Also, take advantage of a 
pre-conference tour on March 15 to travel to New York City to see famous sites such as the 
Statue of Liberty, Ground Zero and the Empire State Building. Contact: Kristy Miller, 317-802-
4220, kmiller@nationalpas.org. 
 
Get Ready to “REV It Up” in 2005: You’ll be hearing the words “REV It Up” in the coming 
months, and here’s the reason: Thanks to grant funding from the USDA, the National FFA 
Organization is create and distribute a toolkit of new and redeveloped materials focusing on 
recruitment, engagement and volunteerism for rural youth. (“REV” stands for Recruitment, 
Engagement and Volunteerism.) Be on the lookout for additional information about this exciting 
project prior to the toolkit’s targeted release in late spring 2005.  
 
MERCHANDISING  
Official Jacket Update: Jackets currently being shipped feature new emblems that have been 
updated to restore the design and color of the original FFA emblem. The jacket’s front emblem 
now matches its back emblem, and the color of the thread used for the jacket’s embroidery 
matches the gold in the new emblem. Also, in August 2004, chapters began receiving jackets 
produced in the original shade of FFA national blue. These changes will move the jacket closer to 
its original appearance. 
 
The owner of each new jacket will also receive a promotional brochure providing them with free 
shipping on their next purchase from the blue catalog. This promotion is a thank-you to new 
members from the National FFA, and we hope it will encourage members to buy more great 
clothes, accessories and gifts from the blue catalog. The promotion is not for use by chapters; it is 
for individual members who have just become the proud owner of a new jacket. Contact: Lee 
Anne Shiller, lshiller@ffa.org. 
 
Shipping Cap for State Association Orders: State association orders for convention plaques, 
awards, medals and trophies will have freight charges "capped" at $100 this year, once the total 
dollar amount of their state convention orders exceeds $1,500. To qualify, all award orders must 
be shipped to the same address within three months prior to the state convention date. The only 
items eligible to qualify for this special offer are plaques, awards, medals and trophies. On each 
state order, please add a note such as "Part 1 of state convention order,” “Part 2...”, etc. Rush 
award orders placed two weeks or less prior the convention date will be charged standard or 
expedited shipping and are not covered under the freight cap promotion. 
 
This freight cap provides a means for states to submit portions of your total convention order as 
needs are determined, as winners are selected, as recipients are identified or as state chapter 
awards are decided rather than holding all awards for a single large order closer to the 
convention date. Placing partial orders earlier allows more time for engraving and production, 
award proofreading and validation of ordered item receipt. Contact: Sheridan Gilchrist, 
sgilchrist@ffa.org. 
 
INTERNATIONAL 
International Leadership Seminar for State Officers: Each year, current and past state officers 
have an opportunity to travel abroad to learn about agricultural practices in other countries. The 
2005 trip is tentatively scheduled for Jan. 4-18, with stops in France, Germany, Switzerland and 
Austria. Approximate cost is $3,300-$3,600. Information and applications are available online at 
http://www.ffa.org/programs/global/. 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
2004-2005 Membership: Membership rosters for 2004-2005 are now being accepted. 
Remember, membership for 2004-2005 is to be submitted on the new 2004-2005 template. Keep 
in mind that delivery of the New Horizons magazine is based upon proper addresses being 
submitted by chapters to state and national staff. Please stress to chapters the importance of 
verifying addresses and making any necessary changes before submitting their rosters. Contact: 
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Clay Worley, 317-802-4274, cworley@ffa.org,  
 
Zipping And Unzipping Membership Templates: With the increase in e-mail security and virus 
protection, some chapters and state staff are experiencing problems in accessing membership 
templates. Instructions for zipping and unzipping membership templates are located at 
http://www.ffa.org/membership/html/excel.htm and the Membership Support icon at  
http://access.ffa.org/index.html. 
 
Membership totals for 2004-2005: The Membership Team would like to thank those states that 
have already started sending 2004-2005 membership rosters. As of Nov. 15, we received rosters 
with the names of 80,525 members, who will receive the New Horizons magazine throughout the 
remainder of the 2004-2005 school year. 
 
EDUCATOR NEWS  
AG ED Job Posting Website: Have any teaching, state staff or internship opportunities in your 
state? Post your agriculture-related job openings on our AG ED Job Posting website: 
http://www.ffa.org/statestaff/agedjobs/index.htm. Contact: Michele Gilbert, mgilbert@ffa.org, 
317-802-4301. 
 
STATE STAFF NEWS 
American Degree Applications Deadline Change: In 2004, the Board of Directors approved 
changing the national due date of American Degree applications to June 15 for 2005 and each 
year thereafter. 
 
A list of American Degree recipients must be prepared for the July board meeting during the 
second week of that month. If your American Degree applications are ready for submission prior 
to the due date, please submit them early to assist the process. Due to previous difficulties, we 
strongly recommend you track your shipment to verify its arrival at the National FFA Center. Send 
applications to Rosalie Hunsinger, Program Manager, National FFA Organization, 6060 FFA 
Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46278. 
 
National Agricultural Education Inservice: The National Agricultural Education Inservice will be 
held Feb. 3-6, 2005, at the Indianapolis Hilton (formerly known as the Adam’s Mark Hotel) in 
downtown Indianapolis. The same registration procedure will be followed as last year. For those 
eager to begin the planning process, please use the attached guidelines when selecting your paid 
participants.  
 
FutureNational Ag Ed Inservice d Feb. 2-5, 2006 and Feb. 1-4, 2007. 
In addition, the National New State Staff Inservice (NSSI) will be held Feb. 2-3, 2005, at the 
Indianapolis Hilton. The NSSI will run from noon Wednesday, Feb. 2, until noon Thursday, Feb. 3. 
At the conclusion of the NSSI, new state staff will have the opportunity to attend the National 
Agricultural Education Inservice. Future NSSI Dates: Feb. 1-2, 2006 and Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 2007. 
 
For updated information, visit the State Staff Connection online, http://www.ffa.org/statestaff/. 
 
New State Staff, reserve your spot now! Those wishing to attend the NSSI prior to the National 
Ag Ed Inservice should contact Michele Gilbert, Program Coordinator, National FFA Organization, 
317-802-4301, mgilbert@ffa.org. 
 
In October, agendas, registration forms and additional information were provided for both the 
National Ag Ed Inservice and National New State Staff Inservice. Questions regarding the 
National Ag Ed Inservice can be directed to Tony Small, Local Program Success Manager, 
National FFA Organization, 317-802-4300, tsmall@ffa.org.
 
COLLEGIATE 
77th National Convention Recap: Collegiate events at the 77th National FFA Convention in 
Louisville, Ky., were a successf! Four workshops provided collegiate members with opportunities 
to perfect interviewing skills, prepare for career development, balance their multiple roles in the 

Julie Adams
The due date will have passed by the time UPDATE reaches its audience.
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agricultural industry and find ways to attain their dreams of becoming agriculture educators. 
Some 250 collegiate members from various agricultural organizations also had an opportunity to 
dance, play games and socialize Friday night at Jillian's Entertainment. To wrap up the collegiate 
events, 550 members attended the first-ever Collegiate Career Expo. The expo was designed to 
assist collegiate members in finding the full-time job or internship of their dreams. National FFA 
Organization sponsors from 18 companies exhibited and interviewed collegiate members of many 
organizations from across the nation.  
 
To learn more about collegiate opportunities, visit the newly-developed Collegiate FFA website at 
http://www.ffa.org/collegiate.cfm. To register your collegiate chapter, contact Eric Schilling or 
Kristy Miller, 317-802-4214, collegiate@ffa.org. 
 
ALUMNI 
2004-2005 Rosters: All FFA Alumni rosters were printed and mailed to designated state FFA 
Alumni leaders in mid-November for distribution to state and local affiliates. All completed rosters 
are due to the National FFA Alumni office postmarked no later than May 15, 2005, to qualify for 
convention awards and delegates. Please check with your state leader for individual deadlines. 
Contact: Betsy Haig, bhaig@ffa.org, 317-802-4293. 
 
2004-2005 Award Applications: All FFA Alumni affiliates and local FFA chapters interested in 
applying for any National FFA Alumni awards or grants can visit the Alumni website at 
www.ffa.org/alumni/ for updated 2004-2005 forms and applications. Or, e-mail requests for 
forms to bhaig@ffa.org or call 317-802-4293 to have forms mailed.  
 
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED IN UPDATE 
Online Giving: Online giving is now available through the National FFA Foundation. You can 
make your annual contribution to FFA by visiting www.ffa.org/foundation/. 
 
UPDATE is available online each month at http://www.ffa.org/media/html/med_pub_index.htm. 
Attachments are also available online. 
 
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-= 

 
The FFA Mission 
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for 
premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. 
 
The Agricultural Education Mission  
Agricultural Education prepares students for successful careers and a lifetime of informed 
choices in the global agriculture, food, fiber and natural resources systems. 
 
The National FFA Organization is a resource and support organization that does not select, 
control or supervise state association, local chapter or individual member activities except as 
expressly provided for in the National FFA Organization Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
The National FFA Organization affirms its belief in the value of all human beings and seeks 
diversity in its membership, leadership and staff as an equal opportunity employer. 
 
© 2004 National FFA Organization 
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