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Anthropology E501:  FUNDAMENTALS OF APPLIED ANTHROPOLOGY 
Instructor:  Susan B. Hyatt 
Office:  Cavanaugh 413D 
Telephone:  278-4548 
Email: suhyatt@iupui.edu 
 
Course Room: TBA 
Time: TBA 
 
Course Description  
This course is required of all in-coming M.A.-level students in the Anthropology 
Department.  It will introduce M.A. level students to both the history of Applied 
Anthropology as a distinctive sub-discipline as well as to contemporary issues 
regarding the application of anthropological knowledge to social concerns.   
 
Course Rationale 
Applied Anthropology is an area that crosses all of the sub-disciplinary boundaries 
within the field of Anthropology, including Cultural Anthropology, Biological 
Anthropology and Archaeology.  In this course, we will examine how understanding a 
specifically anthropological perspective can provide new insights into the workings of 
contemporary social policies and programs.  We will discuss how anthropologists 
have intervened in policy debates and will analyze the issues that have emerged 
around the emerging ethics of what some have called an “engaged” or even an 
“activist” anthropology.  As the Society for Applied Anthropology notes, “The Society 
for Applied Anthropology aspires to promote the integration of anthropological 
perspectives and methods in solving human problems throughout the world; to 
advocate for fair and just public policy based upon sound research; to promote public 
recognition of anthropology as a profession; and to support the continuing 
professionalization of the field”  (http://www.sfaa.net/sfaagoal.html).   
 
Course Objectives 
In this course, we will consider how the goals of Applied Anthropology as expressed 
by the Society for Applied Anthropology have played out in a range of cases both 
within the US and globally, taking into account the effects of increasing conditions of 
inequality both at home and abroad.  We will examine and evaluate the intended as 
well as the unintended effects of these interventions, paying special attention to the 
ethical issues applied anthropologists face in carrying out our work. 
 
By the end of this course, students should have a good understanding of the history 
of applied anthropology and should understand how anthropologists understand the 
causes of and possible remedies for social problems.  Students will also be able to 
use analytic skills to evaluate the multiple impacts of programs and policies devised 
and implemented by applied anthropologists in “real world” settings. 
  
Required Texts 
Purchase of the following texts is required: 
 
O’Connor, Alice (2002).  Poverty Knowledge:  Social Science, Social Policy and the 
Poor in Twentieth-Century U.S. History.  Princeton University Press. 
 
Farmer, Paul (2001).  Infections and Inequalities: The Modern Plagues.  Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 
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Shackel, Paul A. and Erve J Chambers, editors.  (2004).  Places in Mind: Public 
Archaeology as Applied Anthropology.  Routledge University Press. 
 
Sanford, Victoria and Asale Angel-Ajani, editors (2006).  The Engaged Observer:  
Anthropology, Advocacy and Activism.  Rutledge University Press. 
 
All of these books are available in paperback.  Other articles will be posted to the 
OnCourse class website as pdfs and can be downloaded and printed. 
 
Grading and Evaluation 
Regular attendance at all meetings and active participation in class discussion is 
expected of everyone.  Course assessment will be based on four major factors:  
attendance and participation (10%); two oral presentations (20%); two short essays 
(3-4 pages) on which your oral presentations are to be based (30%); two short (2-3 
pages) critical reviews of readings, (20%); and a final assignment (8-10 pages-- see 
below) (20%). 
 

 
 Critical Reviews 
 

The critical reviews are relatively short writings, 2-4 pages (about 750-1,000 
words, which is the general length for academic book reviews).  You can write 
a review either of a book or of an article.  The review should: (1) summarize 
concisely the author’s argument; (2) evaluate the utility and implications of 
the author’s work within the context of the course material.  The purpose of 
the critical review is to begin to learn to write in the form of the academic 
book review and to delve more deeply into an examination of a particular 
piece of writing.   
 
Short Essays and Presentations 
 
You may choose the material you wish to address in your two short essays; 
those essays will form the basis of your two oral presentations.  Please note 
that your two short essays are due in class on the date of your presentations.  
By the second class, everyone will submit to me your individual schedules of 
oral presentations and written assignments; you will then be held to those 
due dates and will need to get the instructor’s consent for any extensions.  
Hopefully the presentations will naturally disperse themselves over the course 
of the semester; if not, however, some expert interventions may be 
necessary! 
 
Your two essays will deal with the material on two different weeks.  Hopefully, 
each week, a certain number of you will be writing essays on that week’s 
topic and will be presenting that materially orally.  I do not expect you to do 
any outside research for these essays; those weeks I expect you to have read 
the week’s assigned readings particularly attentively and to pull together 
some ideas for us about the themes raised by the readings including 
questions, debates, and issues of concern for you.  These essays should not 
be summaries of the readings or book reports: rather, they should be more 
along the lines of an exegesis.  That is, they should include critical analysis 
and interpretation of that week’s reading assignment. 
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By the second class meeting, everyone will have signed up for the two topics 
you wish to write about and to present orally.  I am hoping that at least 2 
people will be presenting each week. We will work out the schedule for writing 
and oral presentations collectively so that as much as possible, the writing 
and presenting will be spread out among you during the course of the 
semester.  Your essays are due at the class in which you give your oral 
presentations.  They should be about 4-5 pages long. 
 
Oral Presentations 

 
Although the oral presentations will be based on your written essays, you 
need not read aloud the essay; indeed, I recommend against that strategy.  
You should highlight major issues relating to theory, method, data findings 
and implications of the week’s readings.   The oral presentation may, in fact, 
extend beyond the parameters of your written essay in that presenters may 
wish to explore issues that you feel you may not have done justice to in your 
written piece.  Remember that the purpose of your oral presentation is to 
raise provocative questions or dilemmas for all of us to discuss. These 
presentations should, above all, NOT be summaries of the readings!  
Presenters will be expected to speak for at least 10 minutes and no 
more than 15 minutes. I recommend practicing in advance and timing 
yourself.  This is a good habit to adopt as it will serve you well in presenting 
your work at professional conferences. 

  
Final Assignment 
 
The final assignment will involve a slightly longer piece of writing (8-10 
pages) which everyone will briefly present during our final class.  For the final 
assignment, you are asked to use the course readings and discussion to 
evaluate a current social program in Indiana.  A list of possible policy 
initiatives will be provided no later than mid-way through the semester or you 
may develop your own.  As part of your research, you will be encouraged to 
conduct one interview with an individual involved with the particular program 
or policy that interests you.  Such an interview might include a state legislator 
or city/county councilperson; a legislative staff member; or an individual who 
works as an administrator or as a direct provider of services. 
 

Grading Scale 
Attendance and Participation  10 pts 
Oral Presentations    20 pts (10 pts each) 
Two short essays    20 pts (10 pts each) 
Two critical reviews    20 pts (10 pts each) 
Final Paper     30 pts 
      TOTAL: 100 pts 
 
Scale: 
 
97-100 A+ 
92-97 A 
89-91 A- 
86-88 B+ 
82-85 B 
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79-81 B- 
76-78 C+ 
70-75 C 
60-69 D 
>60 F 

 
Plagiarism Policy 
 
Any work of others without proper attribution is considered plagiarism and is grounds 
for failing the course.  If you have any questions about policy on citation of sources, 
please see me.  You can also find a helpful guide to citation styles at: 
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/genref/writing.html 
Anthropologists generally use APA style for in-text citations. 
 
You can also find information about IUPUI’s Student Code of Conduct at: 
http://life.iupui.edu/does/code.htm 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
If you need any special accommodations in completing this course due to a disability 
of any kind, please contact Adaptive Educational Services at (317) 274-3241.  This 
office is located in Cavanaugh CA 001E. 
   

Schedule for Reading and Writing 
 
Week One:  Overview of the Course 
 
Before the next class, please submit to me via email your requests for your two 
reviews and your two critical essays. 
 
Week Two:  Applied Anthropology, The Early Years 
 
Please read the materials posted to the following Web site which deals with the Vicos 
Project: 
 
http://instruct1.cit.cornell.edu/courses/vicosperu/vicos-site/cornellperu_page_1.htm 
This site also features several short videos that you can watch on your computer 
using Windows Media as long as you have a broadband connection.  Please watch at 
a minimum the 25-minute video on the Vicos project, entitled: “So That Men are 
Free,” narrated by Walter Cronkite and made in 1962 and the other short video 
called “Vicos Then and Now” which is under the “Local Voices” section; others may 
be of interest to you as well.  If you have a problem accessing the videos from your 
home computer, please see me to make arrangements to watch them on campus. 
 
Excerpts from, The Life and Death of Project Camelot, by Irving Horowitz 
 
Wolf, Eric and Joseph Jorgensen, 1970.  “Anthropology on the Warpath in Thailand,” 
New York Review of Books, vol. XV, No. 9, November 19, pp. 26-35. 
 
Galtung, Johan, 1967. “Scientific Colonialism,” Transition, No. 30. (Apr. - May, 
1967), pp. 10-15. 
 
Week Three:  American Social Policy and the Challenge of Poverty 
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Reading:  O’Connor, chapters 1-6 
 
Week Four: Fighting Poverty in the U.S. 
 
Reading:  O’Conner, chapters 6-11 
 
Week Five:  Anthropology and International Development 
 
Readings:  (All articles available through OnCourse): 
 
Jones, Delmos J., 1971.  “Social Responsibility and the Belief in Basic Research: An 
Example from Thailand,” Current Anthropology, vol 12, no. 3, pp. 347-356. 
 
Peattie, Lisa, 1987.  Excerpts from Planning: Rethinking Ciudad Guayana, University 
of Michigan Press, Chapters 3, 4 and 8. 
 
Escobar, Arturo, 1991.  “Anthropology and the Development Encounter:  The Making 
and Marketing of Development Anthropology,” American Ethnologist, vol. 18, no 4, 
pp. 658-682. 
 
Pigg, Stacy Leigh, 1992.  “Inventing Social Categories Through Place:  Social 
Representation and Development in Nepal,” Comparative Studies in Society and 
History, vol. 34, no. 3, pp. 491-513. 
 
Excerpts from Gardner, Katy and David Lewis, 1996.  Anthropology, Development 
and the Post-Modern Challenge, London and Chicago, Pluto Press, chapters 4 and 5. 
 
 
Week Six:  Disease and Global Inequality 
 
Farmer, Paul, Infections and Inequalities 
 
Week Seven:  The Global Challenge of Poverty 
 
Farmer, Paul, Infections and Inequalities 
 
Week Eight:  Archaeology as Applied Anthropology 
 
Places in Mind, Chapters 1-5 
 
Week Nine:  Archaeology and Engagement 
 
Places in Mind, Chapters 6-10 
 
Week Ten:  Ethics, Activism and Advocacy 
 
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy, 1995.  “The Primacy of the Ethical: Propositions for a 
Militant Anthropology,” Current Anthropology, vol. 36, no. 3, pp. 408-440. 
 
Singer, Merrill, 1994.  “Community-Centered Praxis:  Toward and Alternative Non-
dominative Applied Anthropology,” Human Organization vol. 53, no. 4. 
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The Engaged Observer, Introduction and Chapters 1-3. 
 
Week Eleven:  More on Anthropological Ethics 
 
The Engaged Observer, Chapters 4-8 
 
Week Twelve:  The Debates Continue 
 
The Engaged Observer, Chapters 9-12. 
 
Week Thirteen:  Careers in Applied Anthropology 
 
Please read all the material posted to the following web site:  
http://www.copaa.info/resources_for_students/resources.htm 
 
One of the sections includes suggestions for resume construction; please come to 
class with a DRAFT of how you now imagine your resume will look by the end of your 
training in Applied Anthropology. 
 
Weeks Fourteen and Fifteen:  Project Presentations 
 
All final papers are due on the last day of class. 


