
 
Minutes 

Faculty Assembly, School of Liberal Arts 
Campus Center 450, 2:00 PM, September 5, 2008 

Present: Acevedo, Adams, Alfonso, Anton, Aponte, Baker, Barrows, Blomquist, 
Bonejbar-Daerr, Carlin, Chumbler, Cochrane, Coleman, Craig, Davis, De Tienne, 
DeWester, Di Camilla, Dichtl, Duerksen, Duffy, Dwyer, Eberl, Ferguson, Goering, Goff, 
Grossmann, A. Haas, L. Haas, Harris, Hornback, Johnson, Karnick, Leech, Little, 
Lindseth, Masters, Mullins, Oukada, Parish-Sprowl, Polites, Powell, Rebein, Reinsel, 
Rhodes, Robertson, Scarpino, Schlee, Schneider, Schultz, I. Sheeler, K. Sheeler, 
Shepherd, F. Smith, Steinberg, R. Sutton, Thuesen, Turner, Upton, Van Wyke, Vargus, 
Wallace, Wang, Ward, Whitchurch, White, White-Mills, Wittberg, Wokeck, Zimmerman 
 
Guests: Chesnes, Fisher, Herrell, Illg, Millikan, Newland, Sauer, C. Smith, Sukhatme, 
Vasko Waldron, Wise 
 
1. Call to Order—Philip Scarpino, 2:10 

2. Approval of Minutes, approved unanimously with specified corrections 

3. President’s Remarks—Philip Scarpino: After thanking Merle Illg and Genevieve 
Shaker for their efforts to organize the meeting, the new president urged his faculty 
colleagues to uphold two operating principles for Assembly business. First, 
committee chairs were asked to either attend or send a designated speaker to present 
business brought before the body. Second, those bringing proposals and resolutions to 
the Assembly were requested to carefully compose them beforehand. Scarpino wishes 
to keep the focus on substantive matters, not impromptu reports from the floor or the 
torturous process of editing documents as a group.  
 

4. Dean’s Remarks—William Blomquist: The new Dean opened his remarks by 
thanking Robert White for his years of service. His “State of the School” address 
began with a number of highlights from the previous year. (The slideshow that 
accompanied the address is attached to this document.) There were a number of 
program-related highlights: 

• First Ph.D. degrees awarded, in Philanthropic Studies 
• B.A. in International Studies approved at all levels 
• B.A. in African American and African Diaspora Studies approved by Faculty 

Assembly 
• Minors in European Studies and in Arabic Language and Islamic Studies 

approved 
• New scholarship program: Olaniyan Scholars 
• European Union approval of IUPUI participation in the international master’s 

degree program “Euroculture” 
 



Among individual highlights, Blomquist called attention to the following faculty 
members who were recognized with major grants and awards last year: 

• Enrica Ardemagni  
• David Bell 
• Edward Curtis 
• Carrie Foote 
• Didier Gondola  
• Monroe Little 
• Elizabeth Brand Monroe 
• Scott Pegg 
• Sandra Petronio 
• Nancy Robertson 
• Jan Shipps 
• Larry Zimmerman 

 
Blomquist next called the Assembly’s attention to a series of handouts and slides 
regarding the status of the SLA in terms of personnel, enrollments, and grants. Given 
time constraints, Blomquist asked faculty to review this material on their own and 
contact his office with any question. (The slides and handouts are attached to this 
document.) 
 
He then introduced the staff of the Dean’s office. They include: 

• Merle Illg, Assistant to the Dean 
• Academic Affairs: Associate Dean Marianne Wokeck, Candice Smith, and 

Gale Sauer  
• Research and Graduate Programs: Associate Dean David Ford, Edith 

Millikan, Candice Smith, and the Technical Services Staff which includes 
Mike Scott, Bill Stuckey, Wayne Husted, Joy Kramer, Stephen A. LeBeau, 
Jr., Michael Maitzen, Michelle Simmons, and Chrystal Powers. 

• Student Affairs: Associate Dean Richard Ward, Sloane Thompson, Amy 
Jones, Sherry Kendall, Mary Wheeler, Shannon Kelley, Carole Hale, Don 
Fisher  

• Development and External affairs: Assistant Dean Gail Platter, Genevieve 
Shaker, Adam Chesnes, and Pam Wise  

• Finance and Administration: Assistant Dean Rick Hanson, Sharon Peterman, 
Lisa Kinsey, and Gale Sauer.  

 
With regard to the year ahead, Blomquist noted several priorities. They include: 

• Completion of the 2nd and 3rd floor lobby renovation projects 
• Renovation of space in the basement and first floors for computer labs and 

research 
• Relocation of numerous faculty and center/program/institute offices 
• Ph.D. proposal in Economics 
• B.A. proposal in Philanthropic Studies 
• Development of other degree proposals is in progress 



• Continued growth in the number of visiting international students and faculty 
 
 
Blomquist closed his remarks with three points. First, our campus continues to be 
recognized for innovative programs like First-Year Experience, Service Learning, and 
Learning Communities. The SLA plays a major role in each of these. Second, IUPUI 
was ranked among “up and coming” universities, in the same company with schools 
like Ohio State, Northeastern, and several University of California campuses. Finally, 
he shared the experience of visiting the Groeninge Museum in Brugge, Belgium, and 
coming across a painting entitled Mars, Surrounded by the Liberal Arts, Vanquishing 
Ignorance. He offered it as a fitting representation of the SLA’s central role in the 
university and society.  

 
5. Introduction of new faculty—Department Chairs: Nineteen new faculty members 

were introduced by their respective departments. They are: 
• Anthropology: Ryan Adams and Marta P. Alfonso Durruty 
• Anthropology and Religious Studies: Eunice Karanja Kamaara 
• Communication Studies: Jaime Hamilton, Se-Hoon Jeong, and Nancy Rhodes 
• English: Janet Acevedo and Frank Smith 
• Geography: Andrew Baker and Daniel Johnson  
• Political Science: Scott Wallace 
• Religious Studies: Johnny Flynn 
• Sociology: Neale Chumbler and Tamara G.J. Leech 
• World Languages and Cultures: Helena Bonejbar-Daerr, Amy L. Reinsel, 

Claudia S. Schlee, Ben Van Wyke, and Jing Wang 
 

6. Remarks from Executive Vice Chancellor and Dean of Faculties—Uday Sukhatme: 
The Executive Vice Chancellor began by introducing the new Associate Vice 
Chancellor, Mary Fisher. Fisher will lead the campus RISE initiative (Research, 
International education, Service, and Experiential learning) targeted at undergraduate 
student success. Fisher spoke briefly, using her time to congratulate the SLA for its 
talented and growing faculty, and expressing her interest in working closely with the 
School to advance campus initiatives. 
 
Sukhatme resumed his remarks, the focus of which was on his academic plan for the 
campus (see attached slideshow). After two years, half of the plan has been 
implemented. He placed an emphasis on the necessity of optimizing constrained 
resources so as to prime future growth in the resource base. He then issued a direct 
challenge to the SLA to articulate its role in implementing the rest of the plan and 
more closely aligning its interests with campus initiatives. He also expressed his 
excitement that the IUPUI marketing slogan, “Where impact is made,” will be 
highlighted at National Football League games here in Indianapolis.  
 
Returning specifically to the academic plan, he introduced its four goals: 

• excellence in research, scholarship, and creative activity;  
• excellence in teaching and learning; 



• excellence in civic engagement; and  
• enhancement of the resource base.  

 
While each goal has a main initiative and a host of related action items, he 
concentrated his comments on the research signature centers and the enrollment 
shaping initiatives. Regarding the signature centers, he encouraged SLA faculty 
members to increase the number and quality of their applications in the next round of 
grants, 2009-10. He also called for more doctoral programs in the School and a 
subsequent increase in graduate students to help further campus initiatives. He 
emphasized the need for the SLA and School of Science to gain distinction in original 
research in order to attract greater funds from the state to campus. The thrust of the 
enrollment shaping initiative is to generate funds while supporting campus goals for 
student retention and graduation. While campus garners national recognition for first-
year programs we nevertheless lose a third of each incoming class after the first year. 
We also have a very low six-year graduation rate of thirty-one percent. Themed 
learning communities and Summer Bridge program have been targeted as successful, 
as well as the hiring of graduate students. Because the funds generated by out-of-state 
tuition are accounted for outside of the campus’ allocation scheme (Responsibility 
Centered Management), the SLA earned an additional $550,000 last year by 
attracting international and out-of-state students. Sukhatme forecast returns of over 
$1m this year and hope for a sustained flow of $2m annually in the future.  
 
He closed by urging the School to plan and staff programs that will achieve national 
and international distinction. For instance, the proposal for a doctoral program in 
health economics has great potential to attract new students from out-of-state and the 
country. Finally, he noted the success of campus housing and its planned expansion in 
the short-term into Candlewood Suites and incipient plans for on-campus units.  
 
There were several questions from the floor. Robert Sutton (World Languages and 
Cultures) inquired as to the impact of the bridge program on students’ ability to hold 
summer jobs and earn money. Sukhatme replied that the program is free and had been 
cut back to eight days so as not to adversely impact summer earnings. Kim White-
Mills (Communication Studies) noted the emphasis placed on recruiting graduate 
students and asked if similar priority was going to be placed on attracting faculty 
members? Sukhatme responded by challenging the SLA to identify programs worthy 
of enhancement due to their excellence and the extent to which they are aligned with 
the campus emphasis on health and life sciences. On retention, Robert Barrows 
(History) asked how many first year students are enrolled full-time? Sukhatme 
answered that eighty percent, up from fifty percent when he began two years ago. He 
added that he is particularly interested in attracting transfer students and graduating 
them from IUPUI inasmuch as this improves the campus’ profile with the state’s 
higher education accreditation authorities. In response to the campus emphasis on life 
sciences, Philip Goff (Religious Studies) reminded the EVC and Assembly of 
IUPUI’s original charter as an urban research university. Sukhatme confirmed the 
importance of the University’s urban situation, and urged us to strive for excellence in 
whatever area the School has an initial advantage, not just life sciences. Richard 



Steinberg (Economics) worried aloud that the Road Scholar incentive—in which 
students who maintain a GPA of 3.7 or higher for consecutive semesters receive a 
free parking pass—may encourage students to take easy classes, perhaps even choose 
an easy major in order to secure the award. Sukhatme chuckled and suggested that 
students have other things to worry about.  
 

7. Adjourn, 3:57 

8. Reception in honor of new faculty  

 


