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S This proposal describes a proposed new Master of Science degree in Criminal 
Justice and Public Safety offered by the School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs (SPEA) at IUPUI.  This degree will offer a unique opportunity for central 
Indiana residents to pursue graduate studies in criminal justice with a 
management focus and provides the only opportunity for graduate study in the 
emerging field of public safety in our state.  The degree program will consist of 36 
hours (24 hours in the core and 12 in concentration).  In addition to a common 
core, students will also be required to have an experiential learning 
component/internship and participate in a common capstone course. 

ummary of Proposal:  

 
 
1.  Are the goals clear and achievable? 
        Yes     
2.  Is the program academically sound? 
         Yes—it has a strong core curriculum while providing opportunities for 
individual interests in criminal justice and public safety.  The planning and 
management component of the core curriculum is increasingly important, 
and I think makes this program different from others.    
 
3.  Are faculty resources available to offer this program without 
undercutting other key missions of the unit? 
       As far as I can tell    
4.  Is there overlap, either real or potential, with any other unit that 
could harm the program or be exploited to help the program? 
 
Not that I can tell. The faculty already bring an interdisciplinary focus to the 
program.  It may be that the Sociology department is an additional good 
connection, since several of the faculty are from that discipline. 
 
5.  My recommendation, comments/concerns regarding this proposal… 
I think the program should be approved—my remaining questions follow: 

• Lack of capstone detail—the syllabus for V600 was not included in the 
package, so it is unclear what the requirements for this experience are, 
especially about the research part of the course.  I think the proposal 
would be stronger if this were included, since it is an important part of the 
core curriculum.  Since it is an existing course, how will it be adapted for 
this new program? 

 
• Just a little question about demand from the community—what is the 

difference between the unmet demand as demonstrated in Appendix F 
and the estimated number of people in the community who are ready to 



start the program?   Is there overlap with those who completed the student 
survey and other employees from community agencies? The letters from 
community agencies are strongly supportive, though they do not provide 
estimates from their own work forces as to how many people are ready to 
engage in graduate study.  They also do not indicate if they will provide 
any financial support or other types of support for their employees, should 
they choose to seek admission to the program.  I know that wasn’t the 
focus of the letters, but do the faculty have a sense of this from their 
conversations with agency leaders?  

 
• Page 8, item e. “no courses will be delivered by another institution”. Does 

this mean no credits can be transferred in?   


