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I. The Purposes of Certificate Programs 
 
Certificate programs provide a means for Indiana University to respond with a high degree of 
flexibility in meeting emerging needs for educational programs.  They may address professional 
development needs of practitioners in a wide variety of areas, or they may provide focused areas 
of study for students pursuing other academic programs.   
 
Certificate programs may be offered at the undergraduate and graduate levels and may be either 
credit or non-credit programs.  Certificate programs which are based entirely on credit courses 
are university programs established through a formal approval process (see below).  They 
culminate in Trustee approval for awarding a certificate as the functional equivalent of a 
diploma.  Non-credit certificate programs may be established by any academic unit, subject to 
campus-level approval policies, and the certificate will be awarded by the unit to those 
completing the program. 
 
These programs of study are intended to be housed and supported within existing academic units. 
Credit certificate programs typically will be primarily comprised of courses already present in 
the curriculum.  Generally, courses required in credit certificate programs will apply to related 
degree programs in the supporting academic unit. Thus, credit certificate programs often perform 
a recruitment function, serving as stepping stones to participation in a degree program. 

 
 

II. Criteria for Credit Certificate Programs 
 

1. Ordinarily includes 12-29 credit hours.  (30 credit hours or more requires ICHE approval.) 
2. Has a clearly defined audience(s). 
3. Is composed of an integrated, focused curriculum. 
4. Based on specific learning objectives. 
5. Includes an assessment plan/process focused on the achievement of the learning objectives 
6. Has admission criteria and process.  
7. Is able to stand alone or be part of another curriculum, but is not automatically earned by 

completing the requirements for a major. 
8. Includes no hidden pre-requisites. 
9. Usually built on current faculty and facility resources. 
10. May be graduate, undergraduate, or post-baccalaureate (undergraduate). 
11. Will normally be titled using one of the following: 

Certificate in _____________________ 
Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in _____________________ 
Graduate Certificate in _____________________ 



III. Process for Development of Credit Certificate Programs 
 
1.  The first step in the process is for the head of the academic unit to notify the campus vice 

chancellor for academic affairs of the intention to proceed with the development of a 
certificate proposal. 

 
2.  Proposals must be prepared in the format available from the campus Vice Chancellor for 

Academic Affairs. 
 
3.  Proposals must approved through the appropriate campus curriculum approval processes. 
 
4. When appropriate, the certificate program proposal must be approved by the system-wide 

or core school.  Graduate certificates must be approved by the appropriate graduate unit.   
System-wide or core school certificate program proposals must be approved by all 
affected campuses.  

 
5.  If additional state funding is required to offer the certificate, the chancellor or designated 

academic officer of the campus where the program is to be offered must submit one (1) 
copy of the program proposal to the University Budget Office, which will work with the 
academic unit in developing consistent approaches to estimating cost and identifying 
income sources for the program budget. 

 
6.  Following University Budget Office approval of the budget (if relevant) and completion 

of campus reviews, an electronic copy of the certificate program proposal is submitted to 
the chair of the Academic Leadership Council (ALC) by the campus vice chancellor for 
academic affairs/dean of faculties or by the dean of a system-wide school. 

 
7.  The chair of ALC will provide copies to members of the council approximately ten (10) 

days prior to its next scheduled meeting. ALC may approve with or without suggesting 
alterations, return to the initiating campus, table or defer, or disapprove. If approved, the 
proposal is forwarded to the Office of the Executive Vice President. 

 
8.  The Office of the Executive Vice President places the certificate program on the Trustee 

administrative action report. 
 

9.  If the certificate program requires thirty (30) or more credit hours, the Office of the 
Executive Vice President sends two (2) copies of the proposal to the ICHE for approval. 

The ICHE notifies the chief academic officers of the other six (6) state institutions of 
higher education and offers to send a copy of the proposal to parties that request them.



Indiana University 
Request for a New Credit Certificate Program 

 
Campus: Indianapolis 
 
Proposed Title of Certificate Program: Certificate in Chinese Studies 
 
Projected Date of Implementation: Fall 2011 
 
 TYPE OF CERTIFICATE:   (check one)  
 

  UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES – These programs generally require 12-29 
credits of undergraduate-level academic work. 

 
  GRADUATE CERTIFICATES – These programs generally require 12-29 credits of 
graduate-level academic work or undergraduate academic work carrying graduate credit. 

 
  POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATES –These programs generally require 12-
29 credits of undergraduate-level academic work, although students enrolling in these programs must 
have completed their baccalaureate degrees. 

 
I. Why is this certificate needed? (Rationale)   

  
The certificate of Chinese studies is greatly needed for the following reasons. First, it is 
difficult to imagine a more timely or important subject for students than Chinese studies. 
In executing its mission to create and exchange knowledge that promotes understanding 
of the human experience, the IU School of Liberal Arts has pledged itself to an 
interdisciplinary and international approach to the liberal arts. Establishing an 
interdisciplinary certificate that focuses on Chinese studies is an urgent need if we are to 
prepare our students for the twenty-first century. Second, with Sun Yat-Sen University as 
a strategic partner of IUPUI, it is highly important to offer a relevant certificate to be in 
line with the overall campus development plan. Third, the offering of the certificate 
aligns with the national trend. The Modern Language Association’s report on enrollments 
in languages other than English cites a 51.0% increase in Chinese enrollments between 
2002 and 2006 (http://www.mla.org/pdf/release11207_ma_feb_update.pdf). Fourth, with 
more than 20% of the world population being Chinese and China being one of the fastest 
growing regions, this certificate becomes an essential preparation for anyone whose 
career will be dealing with China and Chinese speaking communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



II. List the major topics and curriculum of the certificate. 
 
Students choose 18 credits from the following list (with the prerequisite of finishing first- 
year Chinese or having reached to the same language proficiency level).  
 
E 331   Traditional Chinese Literature         (3 cr.) 
E 333  Studies in Chinese Cinema              (3 cr.) 
E 334   Contemporary Chinese Cinema        (3 cr.)  
E 335  Studies in Chinese Martial Arts Culture   (3 cr.) 
*E 351  Studies in East Asian Culture        (3 cr.)        
C 201-202:  Second-Year Chinese I-II         (3, 3 cr.) 
C 301-302: Third-Year Chinese I-II         (3, 3 cr.) 
C 320:  Business Chinese          (3 cr.) 
C 401-402 Fourth-Year Chinese I-II         (3, 3 cr.) 

            OVST-C 490   Study Abroad in China         (3 cr.) 
            G485   Modern China          (3cr.) 

*H421   Topics in African, Asian, or Latin American History (3cr.) 
            Soc R495         Sociological Study of China                    (3 cr.)        

 
Please note: E 351(Studies in East Asian Culture) must focus on Chinese culture and  
H421 (Topics in African, Asian, or Latin American History) must focus on Chinese  
history in order for these two courses to be counted towards the eighteen required credits.  
 
Other courses may be acceptable with the consultation and approval by the program 
director. 
 

III. What are the admission requirements? 
 

             Students need to finish first-year Chinese language courses or have reached the same   
            language proficiency level. 
 
IV. List the major student outcomes (or set of performance based standards) for the proposed 

certificate. 
 
Knowledge of the language and culture 
The expected outcomes: 
Students with a certificate in Chinese studies will approach or have attained the 
intermediate level in all four skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), and will 
have extensive knowledge of the Chinese culture (including both the practices within the 
culture and the products of the culture). 

  
Performances objectives are: 

 Students engage in conversation, provide and obtain information, express feelings 
and emotions, and exchange opinions. 

 Students understand and interpret written and spoken Chinese on a variety of 
topics. 



 Students understand the ever changing and interrelated nature of language and 
culture.   

 Students have knowledge of resources to access up-to-date cultural information.  
 Students have knowledge of Chinese culture, history, and society. 

V. Explain how student learning outcomes will be assessed (student portfolios, graduate follow up, 
employer survey, standardized test, etc.) and describe the structure/process for reviewing 
assessment findings for the purpose of ensuring continuous improvement of the certificate.   

 
       Outcome Where will 

students learn 
this? 

How will student 
achievement of the 
outcome be 
assessed? 

In what setting will 
the assessment 
take place? 

Students engage in 
conversation, 
provide and obtain 
information, 
express feelings 
and emotions, and 
exchange opinions. 

Students practice 
and improve the 
use of vocabulary, 
grammar, and 
pronunciation for 
communicative 
purposes. 
 
 

First-, and Second- 
year Chinese 
language courses, 
and Study Abroad 
Program. 
 

Assignments and 
evaluation: 
Class 
participation, oral 
presentations, 
written 
assignments, 
quizzes, and 
written exams. 

The assessment 
will take place in 
courses. 
 

Students who take 
second-year 
language courses 
and beyond 
understand and 
interpret written 
and spoken 
Chinese on a 
variety of topics. 

Students increase 
ability to speak 
and comprehend 
spoken Chinese, 
increase 
vocabulary, and 
improve 
grammatical  

Second-, Third-, 
and Fourth- year 
Chinese language 
courses, Business 
Chinese, and Study 
Abroad Program.  

Assignments and 
evaluation: 
Class discussion, 
oral presentations, 
written 
assignments, 
quizzes, and 
written exams. 
 

The assessment 
will take place in 
courses. 
 



skills. 
 
Students 
understand the 
ever changing and 
interrelated nature 
of language and 
culture.   

 

Second-, Third-, 
and Fourth- year 
Chinese language 
courses, Business 
Chinese, and Study 
Abroad Program. 

Assignments and 
evaluation: 
Reading of Chinese 
texts and cultural 
readings,  
class discussion, 
oral presentations, 
written 
assignments, 
quizzes, and 
written exams.

The assessment 
will take place in 
courses. 
 

Students have 
knowledge of 
resources to access 
up-to-date cultural 
information.  

Students examine 
Chinese society 
through the 
products, practices 
and perspectives of 
their culture and 
literature. 
 

Students taking 
Chinese study 
courses in English: 
Traditional 
Chinese 
Literature, 
Studies in Chinese 
Cinema, 
Contemporary 
Chinese Cinema, 
Studies in Chinese 
Martial Arts 
Culture, and 
Studies in Eastern 
Asian Culture 
(focused on China).  

Assignments and 
evaluation: 
Reading of English 
texts about 
Chinese culture, 
class discussion, 
oral presentations, 
written 
assignments, 
quizzes, and 
written exams. 
 

The assessment 
will take place in 
courses. 
 

Students have 
knowledge of 
Chinese culture, 
history, and 
society.  
 
Students examine 
Chinese culture, 
history, and 
society. 
 

Students taking 
Chinese study 
courses in English: 
Traditional 
Chinese 
Literature, Studies 
in Chinese Cinema, 
Contemporary 
Chinese Cinema, 
Studies in Chinese 
Martial Arts 
Culture, Studies in 
East Asian 
Culture, Modern 
China, Topics in 
African, Asian, or 
Latin American 

Assignments and 
evaluation: 
Reading of English 
texts about 
Chinese history, 
culture and society,
class discussion, 
oral presentations, 
projects, journals, 
written 
assignments, 
quizzes, and 
written exams. 
 
 

The assessment 
will take place in 
courses or in a 
culminating 
project. 
 



History (focused 
on China), and 
Sociological Study 
of China.  
 

 
 
 

 
VI. Describe student population to be served. 
 

This certificate will serve the needs of diverse constituencies: 
 Students learning Chinese 
 Liberal arts students planning to pursue graduate studies or careers in Asian 

Studies (or Chinese Studies) or national organizations related to these regions 
(Foreign Service such as the Peace Corps, diplomatic work, etc.) 

 Students planning to do business with China 
 Medical and para-medical students seeking careers in Chinese speaking regions, 

or serving local Chinese communities 
 Students planning to study traditional Chinese medicine 
 Legal and para-legal students who will come in contact with diverse Chinese 

communities locally or abroad 
 Students seeking a career in national organizations and systems 
 Students seeking to work as interpreters in the UN or any other international 

organization  
 Students major in a variety of fields (e.g. history, Anthropology, sociology) who 

desire a concentration on China. 
 
 
VII. How does this certificate complement the campus or departmental mission? 

 
 The “Strategic Plan for a New Era of Internationalization” issued in 2007 by the IUPUI  
 Office of International Affairs States as follows: “We envision IUPUI as a leader in  
 developing new modes of internationalization that make our city, state and the two  
 university systems to which we belong not only a “crossroads of America”, but also a  
 “crossroads of the world”. We will do this by building new forms of collaboration that  
 enhance all involved, and strongly positioning IUPUI in the global networks that are  
 driving economic, political and cultural change in the 21st century.” 
  
 The Certificate in Chinese Studies is a well needed addition to complement the  

international development mission of IUPUI. It will respond to the students’ increasing 
demand for a better understanding of the overwhelming political, economic and cultural 
changes in the world, particularly during the last decade. 

 
VIII. Describe any relationship to existing programs on the campus or within the university. 



 
Students completing the certificate are encouraged to consider a major in International 
Studies, which offers a concentration on Asia. 

 
IX. List and indicate the resources required to implement the proposed program.  Indicate sources 

(e.g., reallocations or any new resources such as personnel, library holdings, equipment, etc.). 
  
 This certificate was conceived with the goal of making the most of existing resources and  
 reconfiguring them in a cohesive set of courses. All the required courses are already  
 offered through the WLAC department and other departments in the Liberal Arts School  
 (history, sociology). The Confucius Institute of IUPUI  provides additional resources and  
 language instructors. 
 
X. Describe any innovative features of the program (e.g., involvement with local or regional 

agencies, or offices, cooperative efforts with other institutions, etc.). 
 


