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Roger Roeske 

 
Dr. Roger W. Roeske, a longtime faculty 
member of the Department of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology, passed away on Octo-
ber 19, 2009 from complications related to 
Parkinson’s disease.  He was 82 years of age.  
 
Dr. Roeske received his Ph.D. in Chemistry 
from the University of Illinois in 1951, and 
completed post-doctoral research at ETH Zu-
rich and at the Cornell Medical School in New 
York.  He then spent six years working as a 
research chemist for Eli Lilly before joining 
the faculty of the IU School of Medicine.  He 
taught classes through 2006, officially retiring 
in July, 2008.  During his career, he pursued 
many research topics in bio-organic chemistry, 
especially as they relate to various diseases.  
His research culminated in a peptide that lead 

to the development of the patented drug Ple-
naxis, used in the treatment of prostate cancer.  
For his pioneering research, Roger was 
awarded IUSM’s 2nd annual Innovator of the 
Year Award  in 2004.   
 
Roger's research interests dovetailed with his 
teaching of medical and graduate students in 
biochemistry and his overall love of learning. 
He particularly enjoyed teaching a class that 
engaged medical students in real-life scenarios 
of health problems they might encounter, and 
they enjoyed his enthusiasm for how organic 
chemistry could help with diagnosing disease. 
 
 Dr. Roeske was an outstanding scientist and 
colleague who will be sadly missed by faculty, 
students and staff of the Department of Bio-
chemistry and Molecular Biology.  
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wedding Bells 
 
On June 1st, Graduate student 
Souvik Dey married his fiancé 
Arpita.  Congratulations to the 
bride and groom! 

           

Congratulations! 
 
●  Howard Edenberg has been 
elevated to the rank of Distin-
guished Professor, the most 
prestigious academic appoint-
ment at Indiana University.   
 
●  Howard was also awarded the 
RSA Distinguished Research 
Award from the National Alli-
ance for Alcohol Research, in 
honor of work done in the area 
of alcoholism research.   
 
● Reuben Kapur has been 
named program leader for he-
matologic malignancies and 
stem cell biology effective No-
vember 1st at the Herman B. 
Wells Center for Pediatric Re-
search. 
 
● Mark Goebl has been a regu-
lar blood donor for many years.  
In December, Mark reached the 
15 gallon donor milestone! 
 

 

 

 

 

H1N1 and Seasonal Flu Clinics Sched-
uled for January 

The H1N1 injectable vaccine is now available to any interested 
IUPUI student, faculty and staff member. 

IUPUI Health Services will hold Flu Clinics open to all IUPUI 
students, faculty and staff during January 2010. Both H1N1 and 
seasonal flu vaccines will be available free of charge. An IUPUI 
ID is required in order to receive a free vaccine. 

In addition, spouses and domestic partners of staff/faculty/
students may also receive the H1N1 vaccine free of charge. If 
the employee/student cannot accompany the spouse, the clinic 
requests the spouse to bring the student/employee’s IUPUI ID 
and an official photo ID for the person receiving the vac-
cine.  The vaccine is not available for the children of employees 
or students. 

For updated information on flu clinics, please visit the IUPUI 
Health Services Web site at:  http://health.iupui.edu/. 

 
 
 
 

 

Shuttle Route Changes 
 
Changes were made to the IUPUI shuttle system this past semester 
adding a third route.  The campus shuttle system operates Monday 
through Friday, all year around, except during university recog-
nized holidays.  The three shuttle routes; the Campus Route, North 
Campus Route, and HITS Express, are complimentary of Parking 
& Transportation Services and are available to anyone in the uni-
versity community.  Route and schedule information for the cam-
pus shuttle service is available at:  
https://www.parking.iupui.edu/transportation.shuttle.do 



Grant announcements 
 
 Claire E. Walczak: NIH-NIGMS, 9/1/09—8/31/10, Mechanisms of Spindle Assembly 
 
 Lawrence Quilliam: RSFG, 10/15/09, Targeting ER Stress to Treat Tuberous Sclerosis 
 
 Lawrence Quilliam: LAM Foundation, 1/15/10—1/14/13, Targeting the Unfolded Protein Re-

sponse to Treat LAM 

Hold that Date! 
The Annual Biochem retreat will take place on Friday, February 19th.  Details will be available on 
the Biochem web site at http://www.biochmistry.iu.edu 

New Faces in Biochemistry Department 
 


