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PURDUE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
Faculty Senate Minutes 

October 12, 2004 
 

 
Representatives in Attendance:  Bill Conrad, Barbara Christe, Gabe Chu, Jerome Clark, Jan Cowan, 
Charlie Feldhaus, Chul Kim, Brian King, Tim Price, Ken Reid, Paul Salama, Joy Starks, Heather 
Woodward (alternate), Charlie Yokomoto 
 
Guests:  Ed Berbari, Cliff Goodwin, Ken Rennels, John Schild, Dean Yurtseven 
 
Meeting began at 11:00 a.m. 
 
The minutes from September, 14, 2004, were motioned for approval by Joy Starks and the rest of the 
faculty agreed. Bill advised all members the minutes will be emailed to the faculty and no copies will be 
distributed at the meeting. Copies of the minutes from meetings can be found at: G:\COMMON\Senate 
documents. 
    
Administration Report 
 
Dean Yurtseven presented the Administration Report (Attachment 1).  
 
Academic Programs: 
 
The MS in Technology degree proposal is now at Purdue for approval and processing.  
 
Yaobin Chen, Associate Dean for Research, created an electronic newsletter regarding research activities, 
funding opportunities and workshop information.  
 
Biomedical Engineering received a one time cash fund of $650K from the IUPUI Research Initiative 
Funds (RIF). This is a second installment of the $1.3M cash funds allocated for BME. 
 
Dr. Yurtseven also advised Faculty Senate on the following financial information: 
 

1. IUPUI receives less funding per full-time student from the State as compared to Purdue 
University, IU Bloomington, and Ball State University which is based on a formula established 
by Indiana Commission on Higher Education many years ago.  

 
2. As of last year, the State started providing additional funds based on the external research grants 

that the universities bring. IUPUI should do well using this new formula.  
 
Events: 
 
Explore IUPUI was held on September 18th and was quite a success. Dr. Yurtseven advised this may not 
have a major impact on our school, but is still a very nice event for IUPUI and our school. 
 
The School Alumni Association held a Scholarship Golf Classic on September 15th, over $7,000 was 
raised for scholarships for our students.  
 
The 5th annual Joint Meeting of Industry Groups was held on September 17th, at the University Place 
Hotel and Conference Center. Over 70 members from the department/program advisory groups, the 
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Alumni Board of Directors, and Dean’s Industrial Advisory Council attended the half day retreat. The 
speaker was Lt. Governor Kathy Davis.  
 
Space: 
 
Campus administration approved base funds of $1M/year to provide additional space for our school and 
the School of Science. This will increase the space for these two schools, and will increase research 
collaboration between these two schools with the School of Medicine. 
 
Plans for the renovation of the ET basement have been submitted to the University Architect’s Office. 
The revisions and construction, along with various departments moving will be done in phases.  
 
Staff News: 
 
Alexis Frisinger’s last day will be Friday, October 15th. The school is still interviewing for her 
replacement. 
 
The school had a special lunch to celebrate service anniversaries for the following staff:  Carmen 
Buchanan (20 yrs), Pam Neal (5 yrs), Paula Jenkins (10 yrs), Janet Meyer (5 yrs), Kelly Keelen (5 yrs), 
Gina Smith (5 yrs), and Sheila Walter (5 yrs). 
 
The annual Staff Retreat was held on September 24th at the IU Center for Emerging Technologies. 
Speakers included Sandra Barnett, IUPUI Athletics (fitness information), Kim Woock, (healthy eating) 
and Deb Nelson-Dunbar (Emotional Intelligence).  
 
For further details of the Dean’s Report see attachment I. 
 
Administrative Report from Ken Rennels 

 
ABET will be here the week of October 17th to review the computer, electrical and mechanical 
engineering programs. 
 
Governor Kernan has announced that Vincennes University will become a 4 year institution. Ivy Tech 
State College will become the Ivy Tech Community College of Indiana and will expand from 10 to 23 
sites.  
 
There is a Mathematics advising workshop for technology program advisors on Thursday, October 14th, 
12:00-1:00 p.m. conducted by Joan Rainey of the math department. All Technology and Engineering 
faculty are welcome. 

 
SIS update: 

• Oracle may be in a position to buy out Peoplesoft. Oracle has announced they do not plan to 
continue supporting Peoplesoft’s educational products if they acquire the company. If this 
happens it is hard to say how it will affect IU and the new SIS system. 

• The school is still trying to get safeword cards for faculty who still need one. Cares must be 
ordered through Sherri Alexander. The Recorders Office cannot follow-up on orders for 
safeword cards directly.  

• Training was provided to new faculty and staff on the student records and advising portion of 
SIS. 

• Training was provided to at least one faculty or staff member from each department regarding 
how to certify December graduates using a combination of IUIS and SIS. 
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• There is a good possibility faculty will be responsible for entering final grades. Our school 
had around 8,800 grades last semester and the registrar will not be entering them for the fall 
or hereafter. A faculty member asked if the grades could be transferred from Oncourse to SIS, 
at this time that will probably not happen. Ken advised there was a 3 part check system when 
the registrar entered grades. Someone also mentioned not all faculties have safeword cards (if 
they would be necessary for entering grades). Charlie Yokomoto advised he is worried about 
the whole process. This was just announced last week; Ken will be looking further into this.  

 
Constitution and ByLaws Committee – No Report 
 
Nominations Committee – No Report 
 
Student Affairs – No Report 
  
Faculty Affairs – No Report 
 
Educational Policy  
 
Cliff Goodwin advised the Educational Policy committee met on October 6th. The committee discussed 
changed the AS degree GPA requirement from 1.9 to 2.0, to be in line with Purdue requirements. This 
would take affect for students enrolling in the fall 2005 semester. Cliff asked Faculty Senate to approve 
this motion, but was advised it would be on the agenda for the next meeting for a vote. Charlie Yokomoto 
advised if there is anything to vote on the committee needs to be aware of this prior to the meeting.  
 
A motion to move ECET 490 Senior Design Project Phase I course from fixed (2 hours) to variable 1-2 
credit hour course was approved by Educational Policy. 
 
Cliff also advised there were 11 courses approved for the B.S. Interior Design program. Joy Starks asked 
if anyone from CIT department was at the Educational Policy meeting when these courses were 
discussed, Cliff advised there was no representative from CIT present. Charlie Yokomoto felt Faculty 
Senate should see information and descriptions on the new courses that were approved.  
 
The courses approved (all 3 credit hour) are as follows: 
 

• INTR 304 – History of American Interiors & Furniture 
• INTR 324 – Residential Interior Design Studio II 
• INTR 325 – Environmental Lighting Design 
• INTR 326 – Commercial Interior Design Studio II 
• INTR 426 – Health Care Design Studio 
• INTR 428 – Senior Thesis Project 
• INTR 452 – Interior Building Systems 
• INTR 453 – Business Practices of Interior Design 
• INTR 480 – Senior Thesis Project 
• INTR 495 – Sustainable Design 
• INTR 110 – Introduction to Interior Design for mon-majors  

  
IUPUI Faculty Council  
 
Ed Berbari advised Faculty Council met on October 5, 2004. This was an abbreviated meeting since 
Chancellor Bantz gave his “State of the Campus” address at 4:00 p.m. on October 5th.  
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Keith Moore, from the School of Dentistry, is the at-large member of the Promotion and Tenure 
Committee.  
 
There is a “mission differentiation” initiative in process on the campus. Faculty and Staff are encouraged 
to give feedback on the report.  
 
Ed advised there will be a number of issues coming up in the future. These issues include transfer credit 
issues (SIS could be reason for some problems) and the Family Leave Policy, which has been in place 
quite a few years, but needs re-approved. 
 
There is a Town Hall meeting on “Revisiting the IUPUI PULs” on Monday, November 8th, 10:30 a.m. at 
the UL auditorium. Everyone was encouraged to attend this meeting to discuss their thoughts. 
 
For details on the above information and all other Faculty Council meeting notes please look at their 
website: www.iupui.edu/~fcouncil.  
 
PUL’s 
 
Charlie Yokomoto had some thoughts he shared with Faculty Senate on PUL’s and are as follows: 
 
The campus has said to the Indiana Higher Education Commission that we will assess general education 
using the PULs. This makes it important for school faculty to become involved in the upcoming revisions 
of the PULs because eventually, we will have to find a way to assess them. At first, they will be assessed 
at the introductory and intermediate levels, but later they will have to be assessed at the expert and 
experiential levels. It is certain that the expert levels will have to be assessed in the degree program, and 
perhaps also at the intermediate and experiential levels. Currently, it is the feeling of many that the 
introductory level PULs can be assessed in the general freshman requirements. [Note from Yokomoto not 
mentioned at the meeting:  However, for technology programs where students already take many courses 
in the major, this may not be true.]  The original PULs were fairly general, but the proposed changes 
make them very specific, and they may require changes in curricula as we have to assess them. Currently, 
we are allowed to assess the PULs through our ABET outcomes, but Yokomoto said that he has a hunch 
that this will eventually be in danger if the mapping is weak and our data is seen as unreliable for the 
campus reports to the ICHE. Then, we might have to assess the PULs. An example of the new specificity 
is that one of the outcomes for one of them is international study. This isn’t a “for example,” it is an 
explicit outcome. There are others, especially in the ethics and values PUL. Charles Feldhaus and Charlie 
Yokomoto were on a PUL workgroup on this PUL, and tried to keep it as general as they could to make it 
palatable to the broad campus, but it is now being worked on by another group, and they are shooting for 
the ideal. 
  
Goodwin felt that they were too general, but Yokomoto advised that this is good so that schools can make 
it more specific.   
 
The question came up about our school having to assess the PULs since we are a Purdue School. 
Yokomoto’s response was that he felt that as part of this campus we should have to be included in the 
campus report.  
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Graduate Ed Committee  
 
The Graduate Education committee approved a request from the ME department to change the total credit 
hours of ME 597 (Selected topics in ME) from its current 1-6 variable credit format to 0-6 variable credit 
hours. The 0 credit hour option is to accommodate a graduate student seminar. Students in the seminar 
series will register for ME 597 at 0 credit hours and will not incur a tuition charge. 
 
Resources Policy – No Report  
 
Budgetary Affairs – No Report 
 
Grievance Board – No Report 
 
Purdue Intercampus Faculty – No Report 
 
Purdue Technology Senate – No Report 
 
Old Business – No Report 
 
New Business  
 
Bill Conrad advised Faculty Senate that a “Mission Differentiation Project” is in progress from Dr. 
Herbert. Bill attended a meeting last week regarding this effort. There is a draft response from IUPUI 
written by Dean Plater and is located at C:\COMMON\Senate documents\IUPUI Response.doc. The 
Faculty Council anticipates acting on the document at the November meeting. Comments and questions 
can be directed to FC Executive Committee (Charlie Yokomoto), FC Academic Affairs Committee (Betty 
Jones), APPC (Ken Rennels) or to Bill Plater directly.  
 
In the first version of the document IUPUI offering AS degrees in the future was in question. The Dean’s 
hope AS degrees will continue to be offered at IUPUI at least until Ivy Tech gets their two year degree 
accredited. The school would then only recruit 4 year students. Ken Rennels advised Ivy Tech is in 
process of being accredited. Bill encouraged everyone to read the document.  
 
John Schild proposed the Constitution and Bylaws Committee might look at adding CNC as another 
committee and add them to the Faculty Senate Committee.  
 
The meeting ended around 12:00 noon; the next meeting will be on November 12, 2004. 
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Attachment 1 
 

Dean’s Report for October 12, 2004 Faculty Senate Meeting 
 
 
 

Academic Programs and Research 
• IUPUI Graduate Affairs Committee approved the MS in Technology degree proposal with some 

recommended changes. The proposal is now at Purdue University, West Lafayette for approval 
and processing. 

• Yaobin Chen, Associate Dean for Research, started electronic newsletter highlighting the 
research activities in the school and providing new research funding opportunities for our faculty 
and students. Several workshop announcements are included in the newsletter.  

• Campus administration approved one-time cash funds of $650K for Biomedical Engineering from 
IUPUI Research Initiative Funds (RIF). This is a second installment of the $1.3M cash funds 
allocated for BME.  

 
Events 

• Explore IUPUI which was held on Saturday, September 18 was successful again with thousands 
of visitors spending time on campus. 

• School Alumni Association organized 2004 Engineering & Technology Student Scholarship Golf 
Classic in Hickory Stick Country Club, Greenwood on September 15, 2004. Over $7,000 was 
raised to be used as scholarships for our students. 

• Fifth Annual Joint Meeting of Industry Groups was held on September 17, 2004 at the University 
Place Hotel and Conference Center. More than 70 members from department/program advisory 
groups, the Alumni Board of Directors, and Dean’s Industrial Advisory Council attended the half 
day retreat. The keynote speaker was Lieutenant Governor Kathy Davis and the theme was 
university-industry-government collaboration for research and development. 
 

Space 
• Campus administration approved base funds of $1M/year to provide additional space for our 

school and the School of Science in support of health science related research. The space will 
increase the research collaboration of these two schools with the School of Medicine.  

• Revised plans have been submitted to the University Architect’s Office for renovation of ET 
Basement.  The current estimate to create a shell with new HVAC, expanded restrooms, new 
ramp, demolition of all existing walls, removal of ceiling, and basic paint is about $1.16M. We will 
attempt to use the space in Phase Zero (immediately after the demolition) for Computer Network 
Center Labs 1-4, cubicles for CyberLab, open lab area for Construction Technology, open 
cubicles area for student organizations, open cubicles for graduate students/post docs, and 
Computer Network Center service room starting August 2005. As more funds becomes available, 
we will move to Phases 1A, 1B, 2, and 3 where we plan to add Computer Network Center Labs 5-
10 and some offices.  

 
Staff News 

• Alexis Frisinger will be leaving our School at the end of this week. Search is continuing to replace 
her. 

• School held a special lunch to celebrate the service anniversaries for the staff members Carmen 
Buchanan (20 yrs), Pam Neal (5 yrs), Paula Jenkins (10 yrs), Janet Meyer (5 yrs), Kelly Keelen (5 
yrs), Gina Smith (5 yrs), and Sheila Walter (5 yrs). 

• The annual staff retreat took place on September 24 at the IU Center for Emerging Technologies 
on west 10th Street. University human resources consultant and dietician were among the 
presenters during the day. 

 


