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PURDUE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
Faculty Senate Minutes 

September 13, 2005 
 

Representatives in Attendance:  Sohel Anwar, Mark Bannatyne (alternate), Dan Baldwin 
(alternate), Jim Brown, Sally Catlin, Bill Conrad, Jie Chen, Barbara Christe, Gabe Chu, Jerome 
Clark, Jan Cowan, Cliff Goodwin (alternate), Brian King, Nancy Lamm, Paul Salama, Joy 
Starks, Ed Sullivan (alternate), Wanda Worley 
 
Guests: Doug Acheson, Hasan Akay, Ed Berbari, Connie Justice, Rich Pfile, Ken Rennels, Rob 
Wolter, DeanYurtseven 
 
Meeting began at 11:03 a.m. 
 
The minutes from May 10, 2005, were motioned for approval. Barb Christe approved, and all in 
attendance agreed. Copies of the minutes are not distributed at the meeting, but can be found at: 
G\COMMON\Senate documents. 
 
Administration Report 
 
Dean Yurtseven presented the Administration Report (Attachment 1). 
 
Academic Programs: 
 
Dr. Yurtseven advised the Fall 2005 enrollment numbers were down some. The student credit 
hours were down 3.35% compared to the fall 2004 numbers. The headcount was down 6.3%.  
The largest loss was in the CIT numbers. The IUPUI enrollment is up by 0.8% in credit hours 
and down 0.2% in headcount.  
 
The school has 7 engineering students from Tulane University and University of New Orleans 
resulting from Hurricane Katrina. Student Council will have a reception for them on Thursday, 
September 15th.  
 
The Masters of Science in Technology degree program was approved by the Indiana 
Commission on Higher Education on September 9, 2005, at the IU, Northwest meeting. 
 
Both Electrical and Computer Engineering programs received three years of accreditation from 
the October 2004 ABET team visit. A report needs to be submitted by June 2006 to receive an 
additional three years of accreditation. The Mechanical Engineering program received the full 
six years of accreditation. 
 
Three engineering departments (BME, ECE, and ME) will go through the IUPUI Program 
Review during October 12-14, 2005. 
 
Faculty News: 
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Seven faculty members (Alfrey, Dellacca, Justice, Koch, Nickolson, Sullivan, and Worley) 
received computer notebooks through the IUPUI faculty Notebook Awards program.  
 
The school submitted five concept paper proposals and supported another five from other 
schools for Commitment to Excellence (CTE) funds.  
 
James Brown, with ECET, received two service grants totaling $34,203 from Indianapolis 
Museum of Art. 
 
Heather Hagg, with MET, received a $60,139 service grant from St. Francis Hospital. 
 
Other News: 
 
The following programs were successful this past summer: Tech Camp run by Joy Starks (CIT), 
Robotics component of Young Scholars run by Bill Conrad (ECET), and MEAP program run by 
Patrick Gee. 
 
The 2005 Frontiers in Education (FIE) Conference will be held at Indianapolis on October 20-22, 
2005. Sponsors include IUPUI, Purdue University, WL, and Rose Hulman Institute of 
Technology. Charlie Yokomoto is one of three co-chairs for the conference. 
 
ET Building Basement renovation began with the demolition of the walls and ceiling tiles, and 
the expected completion date is December 23, 2005. The Electrical, Computer and Mechanical 
engineering programs received new carpet and wall paint recently.  
 
IUPUI will sponsor Indiana Robot Vehicle (IRV) racing team at the 2005 DARPA Grand 
Challenge. The competition will take place in California in October. Our school, along with the 
School of Informatics and School of Science, support the program.  
 
Donna Hire-Fitzgerald, OLS administrative secretary, resigned September 9th.  
 
For further details of the Dean’s Report see Attachment I. 
 
Administrative Report from Ken Rennels 
 
Graduation and Enrollment Information: 
 
Ken advised Faculty Senate of the 2004-2005 graduation results. The school provided 
certificates or graduated 761 students. Ken mentioned the Doubling Initiative on campus, which 
sets goals for BS degrees. Hasan Akay questioned the doubling initiative. Ken advised our goals 
were to increase a certain amount, not to double. The school could not actually double but 
primarily increase each year. Ken advised the school is on track for our goals for this initiative. 
The bad news, enrollments are not good at this time. Ken advised the school may see a dip in our 
graduations as time goes on with the lower enrollments. The school was down 3.35% for student 
credit hours or 775 credit hours. Campus was slightly up. The undergraduate program was 
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actually down 3.88%, but the graduate level increased by 12.7%. The school is anticipating 
budget issues will be all right. Ken advised that nationally technology programs are decreasing.  
 
Ken advised the school will no longer print schedule books as of the spring 2006 semester.  
There will be an abbreviated booklet sent out, but the actual courses will be 100% online.  
 
Schedule for Courses: 
 
The fall 2006 semester will see changes in the time modules for class scheduling. The 
Indianapolis Faculty Council approved the time module change for classes. The first class will 
start at 9:00 a.m. and continue to have 15 minute separations between class times. The evening 
class will start at 6:00 p.m. The class times were changed to make better use of classrooms and 
help with traffic/parking flow. The School of Science is concerned with this new schedule; they 
have many 4-5 credit hour courses. Our school will be meeting with the School of Science in the 
next few weeks to assure compatibility of course scheduling between the two schools.  
 
Cliff Goodwin advised departments could begin a class at 7:30 a.m. Ken advised the present 8:00 
a.m. slot is underutilized. The new schedule has an additional benefit to staff arriving at 8:00 
a.m. since students will be coming in later for the 9:00 a.m. class, possibly eliminating some 
traffic issues. Ed Berbari asked about 3 day per week classes with the 8:00 a.m. schedule. Ken 
advised this was not in the offering.  
 
Faculty Senate was advised departments will need to turn the fall 2006 schedules in around mid 
November.  
 
Cliff is on the Executive Committee on Indiana Faculty Council and they have been discussing 
incentives for students to take earlier classes. Cliff advised for this schedule to work courses will 
need to be offered during all the time slots. One reason to start classes earlier is to have more 
classrooms available. Cliff also mentioned giving some incentives for 7:30 a.m. classes. The 
department could offer free parking passes to students enrolled in 7:30 a.m. classes, as well as 
Friday classes. There is the issue of safety and security during the later night time classes.  
 
Ed Sullivan mentioned his concern regarding student organizations meeting over the lunch hour 
and how this schedule might affect these meetings and attendance. The President of the student 
council was at a meeting and discussed this issue. Ken advised one thought would be as a school 
to avoid scheduling classes on a TR over the lunch period so student organizations could still 
meet.  
 
SIS Updates: 
 
Most degree programs, certificate programs and minors have been coded and Degree Progress 
Reports and Degree Audits are available. There were around 1,000 students misclassified, but 
they are currently being fixed.  
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A new release for PeopleSoft (bundle 9 enhancements) was implemented this past July. Two 
academic advising enhancements with this new release include the Degree Audit Frozen Report 
and the Degree Progress Report. 
 
The PeopleSoft/Oracle version 8.9 is currently under evaluation. There will be differences in this 
new version and will require some user training this fall. The projected implementation is 
February 2007.  
 
Miscellaneous: 
 
On another note, Purdue students’ grades were not being calculated properly. Purdue grades are 
to follow a student under the IU cumulative GPA. The IUPUI Faculty Council will consider 
whether or not to approve a dismissal policy. They do not want to punish students who were in 
the system 20 years ago, when they could come from another college with low grades and have 
no affect on the GPA. Purdue grades affect the IU GPA. Cliff advised faculty should let their 
senators know how they feel Purdue grades should affect a student’s IUPUI records.  
 
There will be various meetings and workshops offered this year. There will be SOUP (Staff and 
Office of Undergraduate Programs) meetings, along with Academic Advisor and SIS Training 
Workshops.  
 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee  
 
Wanda Worley advised there was no report. Bill Conrad advised there were constitution issues, 
which will be advised under new business. 
 
Graduate Education Committee  
 
This committee has met once. Mark Bannatyne advised they discussed the combined five year 
masters program between CIT and CGT. Dr. Bannatyne also advised the Masters in Technology 
has been approved.  
 
Student Affairs Committee  
 
Rob Walter advised the benches for the SL building have been delivered. 
 
Budgetary Affairs Committee 
 
Rich Pfile advised the committee last met on May 18th.  At that time it was expected that tuition 
would increase by 5% for undergraduate students and by 6.5% for graduate students.  
 
The university tax would increase by 3.0%. 
 
If enrollment held steady, the school budget could sustain a 2% salary increase and provide 
$200,000 in cash. As Dean Yurtseven reported earlier, although enrollment has fallen this past 
fall the school has more graduate students which helped fill the revenue gap. 
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The committee also discussed having some research revenues come back to the school.  The 
school is investing in research programs and additional funds from these programs should be 
invested back in the school. 
 
Nominations Committee 
 
Doug Acheson advised John Schild was elected for the President Elect position. Doug advised 
Faculty Senate members to check with the person they are nominating prior to submitting a 
name. One person was unaware they were nominated. 
 
Doug distributed a handout of committee members for the new semester year. 
 
The Unit Promotion and Tenure board elects members at the beginning of their first meeting; 
Doug will advise on the members once they are selected. 
 
Paul Salama questioned the number of senators in proportion to the size of the department. 
Departments are allowed 1 senator to 4 faculty. Paul advised ECE has 16 faculty members. Bill 
advised the number is calculated in the spring of each year from a list received from the dean.  
 
Bill advised he will be out this spring so John will start his position as President then. 
 
Resources Policy Committee – No Report 
 
Educational Policy Committee  
 
Connie Justice advised Faculty Senate the committee approved the following: 
 
 New Courses 
 ECET 155, Digital Fundamentals, Change EET course to ECET, no other changes 
 
 BMET 399, BMET 499 Biomedical Engineering Technology, Variable 1-3 credit hours 
 
 BMET 420, Technology and Special Patient Populations, P: BMET 320 or equiv 
 
 BMET 440, Codes, Regulations & Patient Safety, P: BMET 320 or equiv 
 
 BMET 470, Special Topics in BMET, P: Chem 110 and BMET 320 or equiv 
  Approved with change in Title: Current issues in BMET 
 
 BMET 491, Senior Project, P: 3 BMET 300 or 400 level courses and ECET 490 
 
 CIT 460, Wireless Security, P: CIT 402 
 
 Change in Course Number 
 CIT 356, Network Operating Systems Administration from CIT 321, P or C: CIT 286 
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 Change in Course Title 
 CIT 214, Introduction to Data Management,  P: CIT 106 or CIT 212 or CIT 223 
 
 CIT 213, Systems Analysis and Design, P: CIT 223 or CIT 212 or CIT 214 
 
 Change in Course Description 
 BMET 290, Practicum, P or C: BMET 320 
 
All of the above new courses or changes were approved by the Ed Policy Committee on 
September 8th, and were approved by Faculty Senate on September 13th.  
 
For more information on the above courses please go to: 

 
G:\COMMON\New Courses 2005\Sept 2005  

 
The Ed Policy Committee also received a proposal for a Motorsports Engineering and 
Technology Certificate. They did not receive the certificate proposal within the time stated in the 
Ed Policy guidelines; the committee will vote on the certificate at their next meeting on 
September 26th.  
 
Computer Resources Committee (CRC) 
 
Hasan Akay reported that the Computer Resources Committee (CRC) met on September 12th for 
the first time this year.  The committee will meet monthly according to the bylaws.  The CNC 
management team attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the state of CNC.  The CNC 
staff reported that: 
 

1. The most of the labs have been upgraded with Pentium 4 computers.  CNC is also 
planning on replacing/upgrading faculty/staff computers to Pentium 4.  This is an 
ongoing process.  75% of all faculty and staff computers have been upgraded to Pentium 
4. 

2. Software licensing policies have been reviewed.  It is CNC’s goal to be compliant with 
the licensed software policies of vendors.  One policy which has come up was academic 
alliance licensing with Microsoft.  This agreement with MS will allow students, faculty, 
and departments benefit in purchase of special MS software beyond MS Office.  It costs 
around $799, for the first year, $399 for the following years.  This proposal has been 
brought to Computer Resources Committee, which is recommended by CNC for all 
departments to adopt. 

3. CNC has a 24-hour CNC lab, which is an online access to some of the software used in 
the school.  These software can be accessed off campus online; the system is in place, 
but usage is limited.  CNC hopes to activate and have more software available soon.  
Matlab is one of the software that is available online.  Students can access these from 
home, reducing the need for more lab facilities and space.  This has major cost saving 
prospects if used effectively. 
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4. The teaching schedule database is being automated.  The student database is also being 
automated.  The online course evaluation is now on CNC servers.  

5. The database for teaching workload is consistent with the recent workload policy 
guidelines approved by the Senate. 

6. Online applications for academic positions are now available. 
7. In addition to being a service-oriented unit, CNC has chosen to include providing 

support for teaching and research as an important mission for CNC.  
 
The committee plans to discuss the possibility of requiring the incoming students to purchase a 
laptop as part of their admission requirements to the school.  The committee will look at what 
other schools are requiring and report on that for further discussion.  Dean Yurtseven mentioned 
that IU Bloomington will require students to purchase laptops the fall 2007 semester and Indiana 
State will require this for the fall 2006 semester.  Rich Pfile expressed concern if the laptops 
would work with the schools software packages. 
 
Bill Conrad, also a member of CRC, reported that CNC purchased Adobe Acrobat writer, which 
will be available to all faculty and staff.  If your students use Visio, Project, or Visual Basics, the 
Microsoft agreement allows those programs to be purchased at a$ 0-8.00 rate. 
 
Connie Justice reported that CIT has had already this agreement in place, which started out at 
$499 the first year and the renewal is $399 each year after that.  
 
Faculty Affairs Committee - No Report 
 
IUPUI Faculty Council 
 
Ed Berbari reported from Faculty Council the initiative for defining new class time modules. 
They were asked by Student Enrollment Services to endorse the process. 
 
The Council discussed the Proposal for a Campus wide Probation, Dismissal and Reinstatement 
Policy. There is a debate on whether the IU GPA or IUPUI GPA (campus specific) would serve 
as the basis for the policy. The council will discuss at their October 6th meeting.  
 
Ed mentioned the schools response with regard to Hurricane Katrina. Our school received seven 
students that were impacted from the hurricane. 
 
Dean Bill Plater will be stepping down from his current post on June 30, 2006 (after 19 years in 
the position). He will become the Director of the Workshop on International Community 
Development. IUPUI Faculty Council President Ng is soliciting nominees for faculty to serve on 
the search and screen committee for the new Executive Vice Chancellor position. The school 
also hired two consultants to look at our campus administration. Cliff Goodwin asked 
Dr.Yurtseven if he made a recommendation of faculty to be on the search and screen committee. 
Ed advised the solicitation went to all faculty. Cliff will review with the Executive Committee on 
the 22nd.  
 
Student housing is at a 90% occupancy rate for this year. 
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A new cancer hospital is being built in front of the current University Hospital.  The Campus 
Center groundbreaking ceremony will take place on September 30th. The Bowers building has 
been removed. The hotel renovation, which costs $13M, should be completed by March 2006. 
The Mary Cable building will be demolished in late September. The Mary Cable space will be 
used for parking space. Campus space calls for it to be green space eventually. The Medical 
Research Building 3 will break ground this fall. The Riley campaign will be used for a new 10 
story tower.   
 
Grievance Board – No Report 
 
Purdue Intercampus Faculty – No Report 
 
Purdue Technology Senate – No Report 
 
Old Business – No Report 
 
New Business 
 
The Senate agreed to invite Javad Momayaz from UITS to the next Faculty Senate meeting to 
inform the committee about new services for students with disabilities. Bill will let him know. 
 
Bill Conrad indicated that the constitution amendment change was sent out via email to all 
faculty members on August 18th. Only part of the amendment was verbally mentioned during 
convocation regarding the President-Elect position; there was no mention that the President or 
President-Elect should be a tenure member or that the president position was changed to be a 
tenured faculty member. Both of these changes were in the changes that were approved by the 
senate, and both of these were in the revisions that were e-mailed to all faculty. Bill would like 
the constitution & bylaws committee to determine if the correct procedure was followed in the 
amendment approval process. 
  
The approval process is that changes be approved by the Board of Trustees. Bill advised he 
checked with the IU Board of Trustees and the Purdue Board of Trustees, and neither felt they 
have ever approved changes or amendments to IUPUI Faculty Senate constitutions in the past. 
Harriett Wilkins also advised in the past changes have never been approved by either board. 
  
Bill recommended removing the requirement that the board of trustees need to approve any 
constitutional changes.  
 
The meeting ended at 12:10 p.m.; the next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 11, 2005, 11:00 
a.m. 
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Dean’s Report for September 13, 2005 Faculty Senate Meeting 
 
 

 
Academic Programs 
 

• Fall 2005 official enrollment figures indicate that our student credit hours went down 3.35% as 
compared to fall 2004 numbers. The largest loss is in CIT courses. The headcount also went 
down by 6.3%. IUPUI enrollment is up by 0.8% in student credit hours and down by 0.2% in 
headcount.  

• We currently have 5 engineering students enrolled for this semester from Tulane University and 
University of New Orleans as a result of Hurricane Katrina. Two of the students are BME majors, 
2 are ME majors, and 1 is an ECE major. Our student council is planning a reception for them on 
Thursday, 9/15, 5:00 – 7:00 pm in SL 165. They’ve ordered traditional New Orleans food from 
Yats and an ice cream cake.  

• Master of Science in Technology degree program has been approved by the Indiana Commission 
on Higher Education at its September 9, 2005 meeting at IU, Northwest. 

• As a result of the October 2004 visit by ABET team, both electrical and computer engineering 
programs received three years of accreditation. A report needs to be submitted by June 2006 to 
receive another three years of accreditation. Mechanical engineering program received full six 
years of accreditation. 

• Three engineering departments (BME, ECE, and ME) will go through IUPUI Program Review 
during October 12-14, 2005.  

 
Faculty News 
 

• Seven faculty members (Alfrey, Dellacca, Justice, Koch, Nickolson, Sullivan, and Worley) 
received computer notebook through the IUPUI faculty Notebook Awards program. We expect to 
have additional awards. 

• Our school submitted five concept paper proposals and supported another five from other schools 
for Commitment to Excellence (CTE) funds.  

• James Brown (ECET) received two service grants totaling $34,203 from Indianapolis Museum of 
Art with his proposal, “Remote Control of Audio-Visual Equipment and Computers”. 

• Heather Hagg (MET) received $60,139 service grant from St. Francis Hospital with her proposal, 
“SSFHS-IUPUI Healthcare Quality Partnership”. 

• Dongsoo Kim (ECE) received $113,528 research grant from NSF for his proposal, "Analysis of 
Node Movement Models in Mobile Ad Hoc Networks."     

 
Other News 
 

• The Tech Camp run by Joy Starks (CIT), Robotics component of Young Scholars run by Bill 
Conrad (ECET), and our MEAP program run by Patrick Gee were all successful last summer. 

• The 2005 Frontiers in Education (FIE) Conference will be held at Indianapolis during October 20-
22, 2005. The local co-sponsors are IUPUI, Purdue University, WL, Rose Hulman Institute of 
Technology. Charlie Yokomoto is one of the three co-chairs of the conference.   

• ET Building Basement renovation project started with demolition of walls and ceiling tiles. 
Expected completion date is December 23, 2005. The faculty/staff office suites for electrical, 
computer, and mechanical engineering programs went through carpet replacement and wall 
painting.  

• IUPUI will sponsor Indiana Robot Vehicle (IRV) racing team at the 2005 DARPA Grand 
Challenge. The competition will be in California next month. Our school as well as the School of 
Informatics, and the School of Science are the primary supporters. 

• Administrative secretary of OLS, Donna Hire, resigned last week.   
 


