
M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:    Common Core Curriculum Committee 

FROM:   Nancy Goldfarb, PhD 

   Associate Faculty, Philanthropic Studies 

DATE:   October 16, 2009 

RE:    Philanthropic Studies P105 

 

We are proposing the addition of Philanthropic Studies P105 to the Common Core Curriculum 
on the Humanities List.  We believe that it should qualify within the Common Core Curriculum 
because philanthropy, which includes voluntary giving, voluntary service, and voluntary 
association, are key elements of citizenship in a participatory democracy.   Many undergraduates 
have had meaningful service experiences in high school, experiences that broadened their 
awareness of one or more social problems that need to be addressed by a generation of 
thoughtful and committed young individuals.  Many of these students are looking for a program 
of academic study that puts their experiences into a broader context and prepares them with the 
historical, philosophical, and literary resources that will empower them to make positive social 
change.  This introductory course for non-majors gives students the opportunity to reflect on 
their values and experiences with giving and serving and to integrate and apply them to their 
personal lives, educational and professional goals, and visions of a better world. 

The information you have requested is as follows: 

1.  Faculty Member proposing the course’s addition to the Humanities list:  Nancy 
Goldfarb, Associate Faculty, Philanthropic Studies, ngoldfar@iupui.edu, 432-5972 

2. Department:  Philanthropic Studies 
Course Name:  Giving and Volunteering in America 
Course Number:  PHST P105 
Number of Credits:  3 

3. Is this a new course?  No.  It has been taught several times. 
4. The course should be listed on the Humanities general education list, as it examines 

philanthropy from the viewpoint of three distinct disciplines withinin the humanities:  
history, philosophy, and literature. 

5. The Principles of Undergraduate Learning addressed in this course are PUL 1, Core 
Communication Skills, PUL 2, Critical Thinking, and PUL 3, Integration and Application 
of Knowledge. 



6. The department of Philanthropic Studies plans to offer the course in Fall 2010 and every 
fall semester thereafter.  As greater demand arises, it will be offered every semester. 

7. Students will first learn about the historical origins of philanthropy in the United States.  
They will then be introduced to some of the philosophical issues, moral dilemmas, and 
conflicts regarding organized efforts to help others.  The course will conclude with 
literary representations of charity and philanthropy.  Requirements for the course include:  
a service-learning project (8 hours), unannounced quizzes over the readings, 8 reading 
response sheets (8-16 pages total), and 4 papers (11-15 pages total).  Students will be 
given a grading rubric when each paper is assigned.  They will receive written feedback 
in addition to a scored rubric sheet on all written work.  A syllabus for the course is 
attached. 


