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Summary of Proposal: 

The Herron School of Art and Design at IUPUI proposes the 
creation of a new track, Painting and Drawing, within its existing MFA 
in Visual Art and Public Life.  The proposed track builds on the 
existing curriculum by adding three new 6 credit-hour courses that 
focus on studio work in painting and drawing.  The courses are HER 
P510: Studio Emphasis I: Materials and Methods in Painting and 
Drawing; HER P520: Studio Emphasis II: Theory into Practice in 
Painting and Drawing; and HER P560: Studio Emphasis III: Advanced 
Practices in Painting and Drawing.  The entire curriculum totals 60 
credits and is designed for completion in two years.  The curriculum 
will meet all the guidelines established by the National Association of 
Schools of Art and Design, the organization of schools, colleges, and 
universities (297 accredited institutional members) that sets the 
national standards for programs such as this one.   

The goals of the new track are to offer students the opportunity 
to gain in-depth knowledge of and experience in the mediums of 
painting and drawing by means of a rigorous sequence of study and 
studio work.  Further, the track aspires to enable students to develop 
knowledge and skills that can be applied in an urban context.  The 
new track will serve two important constituencies.  First, graduating 
seniors from Herron’s undergraduate General Fine Arts program make 
painting and drawing two of the most popular areas of study in the 
school.  The new track in the MFA program provides qualified 
undergraduate students a seamless transition to graduate study. Of 
course, judging from the fact that current tracks in the MFA draw on 
students from 15 states and 6 foreign countries, the school expects 
the new track to be equally attractive to undergraduates from 
numerous other institutions.  Second, the new course offerings in 
painting and drawing will be attractive to current students in the 
overall MFA, thereby meeting one of the primary goals of the 
program, i.e. to be cross-disciplinary.   

Herron’s MFA in Visual Art and Public Life, with a concentration 
in Painting and Drawing, will occupy a unique position within the 



Indiana University system for the following reasons: 1) It adds 
Drawing at its core; 2) It places emphasis on Public Art; 3) It re-
envisions painting so as to incorporate painting in Installation art; 
and 4) It is located in a rich urban setting that provides numerous 
opportunities to engage in public life.   Finally, the Herron School of 
Art has the faculty, administrators, professional staff, and facilities 
already in place to make the new track in Painting and Drawing a 
successful endeavor. 
 
1.  Are the goals clear and achievable?  Yes.  The goals are clearly 
outlined in the proposal.  Moreover, they appear to be quite 
achievable, particularly given the following:  three courses have been 
developed that provide a systematic, comprehensive, and rigorous 
program of study that will result in students achieving professional 
skill and knowledge in their area of concentration, painting and 
drawing; and the Herron School of Art has the resources to achieve its 
stated goals.  
             
2.  Is the program academically sound?  The program certainly seems 
to be academically sound, judging from the fact that it meets or 
exceeds the requirements set for such programs by the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design. 
             
3.  Are faculty resources available to offer this certificate without 
undercutting other key missions of the unit? Yes.   The Herron faculty 
is well prepared to offer this new track, as there are eight 
tenured/tenure track faculty members whose areas of expertise are 
painting and drawing.  These are supplemented by several adjunct 
faculty with similar expertise.  In addition, Herron’s faculty expertise 
is expanded by approximately 12 regional, national, and international 
visiting artists and lecturers each year, many of whom are in 
residence for a number of weeks and work very closely with MFA 
students. 
             
4.  Is there overlap, either real or potential, with any other unit that 
could harm the program or be exploited to help the program?  None 
that I can discern. 
 
5.  My recommendation, comments/concerns regarding this 
proposal…  I strongly recommend that the proposal be approved. 


