




Between them, Professors William Touponce and Jonathan Eller are a team like no 
other when it comes to researching and writing about Ray Bradbury, one of America’s 
most	popular	authors	for	the	past	60	years.	

 Touponce	is	a	Professor	of	English	and	was	the	first	director	of	the	Center	for	Ray	Bradbury	Studies	in	the	Institute 
for American Thought, a major research unit within the IU School of Liberal Arts. Eller is professor of English, senior 
textual editor of the Institute for American Thought, and in August 2011 he became director of the Center for Ray 
Bradbury Studies. 
	 The	center	was	co-founded	by	Touponce	and	Eller	in	the	spring	of	2007	as	the	nation’s	first	center	for	the	study	
of	Ray	Bradbury.	His	work	and	influence	spans	many	aspects	of	modern	American	intellectual	and	popular	culture,	
including	mainstream	literature,	the	highly	popular	genre	fields	of	science	fiction,	fantasy,	horror,	and	detective	fiction,	
and	nearly	all	forms	of	media	presentation,	including	radio,	television,	stage	drama,	film,	magazines,	periodical	and	
book	illustration,	and	graphic		fiction.	He	is	regarded	as	a	cultural	mentor	in	such	widely	divergent	fields	as	creative	
writing, education, public transportation, theme parks, and urban architecture.
 “Ray Bradbury has become an American icon because his work remains relevant today,” Eller explains. “His 
continuing popularity is apparent, for example, in the way that Fahrenheit 451 has become one of the most read books 
in America as school systems and state, local, and federal government agencies try to get people to read books in an 
increasingly visually-oriented society.”
 Eller’s soon-to-be-released book, Becoming Ray Bradbury (University of Illinois Press), chronicles Bradbury’s 
early life and career, tracking his literary origins and personal development. Born in 1920, Bradbury was not long out 
of	high	school	when	he	made	his	first	professional	sale	in	1941.	In	the	book,	Eller	explores	his	largely	self-educated	
development as a stylistically unique short-story writer, his subsequent response to success following the publication 
of The Martian Chronicles and The Illustrated Man, and the motivations behind the burst of creative energy that 
resulted in his 1953 publication of Fahrenheit 451.
 With The Collected Stories of Ray Bradbury – A Critical Edition: Volume I, 1938-1943, editors Touponce and Eller 
likewise	document	the	author’s	early	years.	Released	in	February	2011,	it	is	the	first	of	a	three-volume	quest	to	present	
Bradbury’s stories in the order in which they were written and in the earliest text version that the Pulitzer-Prize 
winning	author	intended	to	present	to	the	public.	The	book	includes	his	first	23	professional	stories—13	of	which	were	
previously uncollected—along with 10 of his early amateur tales.
 “This is really a look at Bradbury’s origins—not only his pulp writings, but his amateur writings that he wrote 
and published himself,” Touponce notes. About half of the book is critical commentary of the stories, providing 
the textual history of each story. Some of the stories in the volume are well known, such as “The Crowd,” and “The 
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Graduate students in philosophy will soon have a new 
source of support. Founded by alumnus Stephen J. Kern 
(B.S., Business, 1973; B.A., Philosophy, 1990), The Burke/
Tilley Fund for Graduate Students in Philosophy provides 
funding for students to attend conferences, apply for Ph.D. 
programs, and complete scholarly research. 

The new fund is named for longtime philosophy faculty, 
Michael B. Burke and John J. Tilley. Burke, now professor 
emeritus, retired in 2008 after 28 years in the department; 
Tilley, who came to IUPUI in 1988, currently serves as the 
department chair.

Kern cites the two as inspiring scholars and teachers 
who awakened his love of philosophy. “The years I spent 
studying philosophy at IUPUI from 1988 to 1990 were two 
of the best years of my life,” said Kern. “My experiences as 
a student of Professors Burke and Tilley were highlights 
of those years.  They deserve this recognition and much 
more.”

“It never occurred to me at the beginning of my educa-
tional journey at IUPUI that I might someday be able to help 
other students along their way,” said Kern. “I’m delighted by 
the way things have turned out.” 

In conceptualizing the fund, Kern wanted to celebrate 
the role of philosophy in his life by helping with department 
and student needs. The opportunity came in the form of 
supporting the general master’s degree program as well as 
its concentrations in bioethics and international research 
ethics. 

	 The	 Burke/Tilley	 Fund	 is	 the	 first	 of	 its	 kind	 in	 the	
School of Liberal Arts, a fact that is not lost on department 
chair Tilley.
 “We are enormously pleased that Steve has chosen to 
endow the new fund,” says Tilley. “It’s a tremendous help to 
our graduate students and it enables the faculty to continue 
helping them long into the future. I am humbled by this 
gift and thrilled about what it means for our wonderful 
students.”
 “Graduate students in philosophy have the educational 
experience	 that	 will	 prepare	 them	 to	 make	 a	 significant,	
positive impact on our society,” said Kern. “I am pleased to 
be able to help in their endeavors.”
	 The	first	round	of	awards	will	be	made	in	2012.

BURKE/TILLEY FUND NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR 
PHILOSOPHY GRADUATE STUDENTS

CHARITABLE GIFT FUNDS MAKE GIVING EASY

Steve Kern made his gift for the Burke/Tilley Fund through the 
Charles Schwab Charitable Gift Fund. Charitable gift funds are 
donor-advised funds that enable individuals to support their 
preferred charities and gain tax benefits. After an online form, 
with the click of a mouse Kern requested a gift be made to the 
Department of Philosophy through the IU Foundation. The gift 
fund connects to Kern’s other accounts with Schwab, making it 
a breeze for him to designate assets for charitable purposes. 
The Schwab Fund is just one of many organizations, including 
community foundations, which provide this service. To learn 
more about giving through donor-advised funds contact Gen 
Shaker, gshaker@iupui.edu. 

Alumnus Steve Kern (right) and Professor John Tilley celebrate the 

newest fund for Philosophy students.
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Pictured:

 Elizabeth Hogan in 1954, the year she began her now nearly 60-year 

relationship with what would become IUPUI.

 In a quiet conference room, 
tucked away in the corner of Cavana-
ugh Hall, retired staff member Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hogan studies a stately row 
of portraits lining the wall. The room 
is familiar from her working days, 
and the pictures—some black and 
white and faded with age—mark just 
some of the friendships and memo-
ries that are so important to her. 
 “Oh, I worked with most of them 
at some point or another,” she says. 
She rattles off names and anecdotes, 
remembering a rich history with 
friends and colleagues, including a 
trip with Professor Robert V. Kirch 
to the United Nations in New York 
City. The trip, she says, was “as far as 
I	know	the	first	extra-curricular	trip	
available on this campus.”
	 First	hired	to	work	in	the	office	at	the	IU	Extension	Center	
in 1954, she began taking classes in 1955, ultimately continuing 
her	course	work	well	beyond	her	first	degree	in	1969.	Even	after	
her 1993 retirement, she’s enrolled in at least one course every 
semester. A 15-page academic transcript includes bachelor 
and master’s degrees and continuing post-graduate studies 
completed	over	nearly	60	years.	“It’s	an	addiction,”	she	says	with	
a laugh and a smile. 
 “My favorite prof was Professor Brannigan. When he retired, 
he said ‘Mrs. Hogan, I think that you have taken every course 
that I’ve taught.’ And I said, ‘yes, and had you taught Green 
Cheese-ology, I would have taken that, too.’” She smiles broadly 
and looks into the distance for a minute before speaking about 
Professor	Brannigan’s	 yearly	 vacation	 to	 Ireland,	 and	 confides	
she took her own vacation to Ireland, “to Galloway, and a lot of 
other places there, thinking about Professor Brannigan.”
 These friendships are relationships that matter deeply to 
the enthusiastic woman, who recalls visiting the late Professor 
Brannigan weekly in a nursing home in Greenwood. Her stories 
span the lives, and sadly, the deaths, of many of her co-workers. 
 “I had one class with Dr. J. Raymond Keller, and he was a 
super friend. We went grocery shopping every Thursday,” she 

grins at the memory. “When he became 
quite ill, I went to the hospital with him 
and was there a few days later when he 
died, too. Bless his heart.” 
 She reminisces about other friends, 
saying of former School of Liberal Arts 
Dean Dr. Joseph T. Taylor, “He had great 
hugs. If I was out shopping with the kids 
or anything and would bump into him 
and his wife, I always got a hug.”
 In addition to her many friends and 
academic pursuits, Mrs. Hogan is also a 
dedicated philanthropist in her own right, 
volunteering at nursing homes, tutoring 
elementary students, assisting seniors 
with various tasks, and serving as a crisis 
intervention counselor. 
 In 2009, Mrs. Hogan was the Spirit 
of Philanthropy honoree for the School of 
Liberal Arts because of her role in helping 

establish the Sam Masarachia Scholars Program. In 2000, while 
working as a volunteer at the Southeast Senior Center, Mrs. 
Hogan befriended the World War II veteran and local senior 
and community activist. She arranged a meeting for Sam with 
Professor James Wallihan who made the connection between 
Sam’s hopes for his legacy and the School of Liberal Arts. The 
resulting scholarship today provides four years of full tuition 
for up to 12 students studying community activism, labor 
relations, and senior citizen issues. 
 A recognition that she treasures even more, she says, is the 
John A. Whitesel Professional Staff Award, which she received 
from IUPUI students in 1992. The red-haired woman with the 
easy smile and soft voice illustrates that the passage of time 
hasn’t eroded the dedication to friends, family, and community. 
 “After that philanthropy luncheon that we had, I was walking 
back to the car. The person I was walking with said, ‘how does 
the campus compare now with when it was 518 N. Delaware, the 
downtown campus?’ I said, ‘well, you know, it’s certainly better. 
We have so many different opportunities for students, and 
the buildings are far nicer.’” She smiles a little wistfully and 
continues, “But back then, you knew all the faculty, full-time 
and part-time faculty, and almost all of the students.”

FORMER STAFF MEMBER STILL ADDICTED 
TO LIFE AND LEARNING
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