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A graduate student in the Center for Urban and Multicultural Education (CUME) reviewed the 

withdrawl policies of 17 peer institutions of IUPUI (See Appendix A). Of the 17, only three 

schools had specific limitations on the number of course withdrawls a student could take during 

their undergraduate studies. The verbatim policies (limits highlighted in yellow) copied from the 

web-sites at Georgia State University, Temple University, and University of Houston are 

presented below: 

Georgia State University 

During registration: 

When the registration system is open to students at the beginning of each semester, students may drop or add 

classes using PAWS.  When a class is dropped during this period, no grade is recorded and no record of the 

student's being enrolled in the class appears on the student's transcript.  Registration ends at the end of the first 

week of classes. 

After registration and before the midpoint of the semester: 

During this period, students may make a voluntary withdrawal from a class or classes using PAWS. Students will 

receive a grade of W or WF for any class dropped during this period depending on whether or not they have 

exceeded their limit of withdrawals with a grade of W.  Specifically, students will automatically be awarded a W if they 

have not exceeded their limit and a WF if they have.  Grades of W and WF appear on the student's 

transcript.   (Note:  A grade of WF is treated as an F for GPA calculation purposes.)  

NOTE: Students cannot make a voluntary withdrawal after the midpoint. For more information, consult the Student 

Advisement Center or Office of Academic Assistance in your college. 

Limits on Withdrawals with a Grade of W 

 Undergraduate students are allowed to withdraw with a grade of W a maximum of six times in their 

undergraduate careers at Georgia State.  There is no withdrawal limit for graduate students.  

 The limit on withdrawals does not apply if a student withdraws from all classes during a term before the 

midpoint. However, students are only allowed to withdraw from all classes prior to the midpoint twice without 

having their withdrawals count against the limit.  Students who withdraw from all classes a third or subsequent 

time will automatically receive a grade of WF in their classes if they have reached their limit of Ws. 

 It is possible that a student will withdraw from more than one class in a particular semester and not have enough 

Ws left to use a W in all those classes.  In that case, classes will be awarded a W based on the date and time 

the student initiated the withdrawal from that class.  For example, if a student had taken five Ws in their career 

at Georgia State and then withdrew from three of the four classes in which the student was enrolled, the 

student's sixth W allowed would be assigned to the class from which the student withdrew first.  The student 

would receive a WF in the other two classes.  In these cases, students may make an appeal to the Student 

Advisement Center or their Office of Academic Advisement to shift the W from one class to another.  Such 

requests must be made no later than the end of the semester after the semester in which the student withdrew 

https://paws.gsu.edu/cp/home/loginf


from the classes.  (Whether a student is enrolled in the semester after the semester in which the student 

withdrew from the classes does not change this time limit.)  Students may not shift Ws between semesters. 

 The following sorts of withdrawals do not count against the limit on withdrawals with a grade of W. 

a. Hardship withdrawals.  

b. Grades of WF (withdrawal failing). 

c. Grade of WM (withdrawal military). 

d. Withdrawals taken in semesters before Fall Semester 2006. 

e. Withdrawals taken at other institutions. 

This policy applies to all degree seeking undergraduate students.  It does not apply to non-degree students (such as 

postbaccalaureate students).  The policy is effective Fall Semester 2006. 

 

Temple University 

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASSES 

During the first two weeks of the fall or spring semester or summer sessions, students may withdraw from a 
course with no record of the class appearing on the transcript. In weeks three through nine of the fall or 
spring semester, or during weeks three and four of summer sessions, the student may withdraw with the 

advisor’s permission. The course will be recorded on the transcript with the instructor’s notation of “W,” 
indicating that the student withdrew. After week nine of the fall or spring semester, or week four of summer 
sessions, students may not withdraw from courses. 

No student may withdraw from more thanfive coursesduring the duration of his/her studies to earn a 
bachelor’s degree. 

A student may not withdraw from the same course more than once. 

Exceptions: Students may not withdraw from Mathematics 0015 unless they are withdrawing from the 
university. 

Withdrawal Grades and Transcript Notations 

      

Withdrawal 
Grade 

Action Transcript Notation 

      

W Withdrawal 
from course 

Displayed on transcript; counted toward total of five (5) withdrawals; not 
included in GPA calculations 

      

WE Withdrawal 
with approved 
excuse  

Approved and posted by student’s Dean’s Office for withdrawals due to 
medical, catastrophic or other circumstances beyond the student’s control; 
not counted toward total of five (5) withdrawals; not included in GPA 
calculations  

      

WF Withdrawal 
with a failing 
grade 

This is a historical grade used prior to September 2003; included in GPA 
calculations with 0.00 points. The WF is no longer a grading option. 

      

WS Withdrawal 
from the 

Denotes withdrawal from all courses in the term; not counted toward the five 
(5) withdrawal limit. 



semester 

 

University of Houston 

Students are expected to commit themselves to courses as early as possible in order to succeed in their 
courses. 
The last day to drop or withdraw from a course without receiving a grade is the Official Reporting Day 
(ORD). Please see the academic calendarfor the exact date. 
 
Beginning in Fall semester 2007, all students (current, transfer, and first time in college students) are 
permitted a total of six Ws (withdrawals), whether student or instructor initiated. Ws may be used at any 
time during their college career to drop a course up through the last day to drop a course or withdraw 
from all courses. When these six Ws have been used, the student must complete all subsequent courses. 
When enrollment in a course requires concurrent enrollment in another class (e.g., lecture/lab 
combination), the dropping of such a course combination whether for credit or not will count as one 
withdrawal if dropped within the same term. The academic department offering the course must verify the 
concurrent enrollment requirement. 
 
The last day to drop a course with a W is near the end of a term. The specific term deadline is posted on 
the academic calendar. 
 
Through the last day to drop a course with a grade of W, enrollment in a course may be terminated in any 
one of the ways listed below. Termination of enrollment does not entitle the student to receive a refund of 
tuition and fees if the drop date is after the refund date. Should an attempted drop result in exceeding the 
six W limit, the student will remain enrolled in the course and the instructor will assign the grade earned, 
which may be an F. 
 
Term withdrawals (dropping to zero credit hours) do not count toward the limit of six Ws. 
 
Texas Education Code §51.907 provides that, except for several specific instances of good cause, 
undergraduate students who enrolled for the first time in a Texas public institution of higher education in 
Fall 2007 or after will be limited to a total of six dropped courses during their entire undergraduate career. 
This statute applies to courses dropped at public institutions of higher education in Texas including 
community and technical colleges, health science centers that offer undergraduate programs, and 
universities. Courses dropped at independent/private institutions, or at colleges and universities outside of 
Texas, do not count against the student's six drop limit. Students may also refer to theTexas 
Administrative Code §4.10. 

Catalog Publish Date: August 19, 2010 
 
 

  

http://www.uh.edu/academics/catalog/academic-calendar/index.php
http://www.uh.edu/academics/catalog/academic-calendar/index.php
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.51.htm#51.907 
http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=10%20
http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=10%20


Appendix A 

 

Sample of IUPUI Peer Institutions from the Delaware Study 

 

University 
Limits 
on W? 

#  Policy link 

Cleveland 
State 
University 

no   http://www.csuohio.edu/undergradcatalog/geninfo/regs/regs.htm#Enrollment  

SUNY at 
Buffalo 

no   http://registrar.buffalo.edu/registration/howtoregister/resigncourse.php  

Georgia State 
University 

yes 6 http://www.gsu.edu/es/20399.html 

Portland 
State 
University 

no   http://www.pdx.edu/registration/deadline-appeals-petition-information 

Temple 
University 

yes 5 
http://www.temple.edu/bulletin/Academic_policies/policies_part5/policies_part5.sh
tm#withdrawal  

University of 
Alabama - 
Birmingham 

no   http://main.uab.edu/Sites/students/services/registration/classes/32977/  

University of 
Colorado -
Denver 

no   
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/CLAS/faculty-staff/faculty-
resources/teaching/supporting-students/Pages/drop-add-withdraw-procedures.aspx  

University of 
Houston 

yes 6 http://www.uh.edu/provost/stu/6-Ws_faq_stu.html  

University of 
Utah 

no   http://www.sa.utah.edu/regist/handbook/withdrawal.htm  

University of 
Missouri - St. 
Louis 

no   http://www.umsl.edu/~registration/courseinfo/add_drop.html  

University of 
New Mexico 

no   http://schedule.unm.edu/Spring2011/Sprg2011GeneralInfo.pdf  

University of 
New Orleans 

no   http://registrar.uno.edu/catalog/1011catalog/university_regulations.cfm  

University of 
Pittsburgh 

no   http://www.bc.pitt.edu/students/resignation.html  

University of 
South Florida 

no   http://www.arts.usf.edu/content/templates/?a=25&z=6  

http://www.csuohio.edu/undergradcatalog/geninfo/regs/regs.htm#Enrollment
http://registrar.buffalo.edu/registration/howtoregister/resigncourse.php
http://www.gsu.edu/es/20399.html
http://www.pdx.edu/registration/deadline-appeals-petition-information
http://www.temple.edu/bulletin/Academic_policies/policies_part5/policies_part5.shtm#withdrawal
http://www.temple.edu/bulletin/Academic_policies/policies_part5/policies_part5.shtm#withdrawal
http://main.uab.edu/Sites/students/services/registration/classes/32977/
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/CLAS/faculty-staff/faculty-resources/teaching/supporting-students/Pages/drop-add-withdraw-procedures.aspx
http://www.ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/CLAS/faculty-staff/faculty-resources/teaching/supporting-students/Pages/drop-add-withdraw-procedures.aspx
http://www.uh.edu/provost/stu/6-Ws_faq_stu.html
http://www.sa.utah.edu/regist/handbook/withdrawal.htm
http://www.umsl.edu/~registration/courseinfo/add_drop.html
http://schedule.unm.edu/Spring2011/Sprg2011GeneralInfo.pdf
http://registrar.uno.edu/catalog/1011catalog/university_regulations.cfm
http://www.bc.pitt.edu/students/resignation.html
http://www.arts.usf.edu/content/templates/?a=25&z=6


University of 
Wisconsin - 
Milwaukee 

no   
https://www4.uwm.edu/current_students/register_course_info/add_drop_deadlines
.cfm 

Virginia 
Commonwela
th University  

no   http://www.enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/registration.html  

Wanye State 
University 

no   http://reg.wayne.edu/students/information.php#dropping  

 

https://www4.uwm.edu/current_students/register_course_info/add_drop_deadlines.cfm
https://www4.uwm.edu/current_students/register_course_info/add_drop_deadlines.cfm
http://www.enrollment.vcu.edu/rar/registration.html
http://reg.wayne.edu/students/information.php#dropping

