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CSL Welcomes Graduate Assistants
The Center for Service and Learning is thrilled to have six talented IUPUI graduate students join us
this year as Graduate Assistants working with a variety of our programs.   

Ayrn Schounce, SPEA, Graduate Student in Public Affairs, Community Work-Study Graduate Assistant

Q: What are you most excited about with your work in CSL this
year?
A: I am most excited about facilitating the development of our students
in the America Reads*America Counts program.  I think we have a
tremendous opportunity to make an impact in the lives of each coach
and team leader, thereby making an impact in the broader Indianapolis
community through their work with IPS students.  My hope is that each
IUPUI student in AR*AC becomes more acutely aware of his or her ability
to enhance the Indianapolis community and derives a meaningful
experience from his or her work.

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself with our readers.
A: I have a rather extensive Barbie doll collection.  My grandmother
started collecting Barbies for me when I was a toddler and kept it going into to my teens.
 The result is a large inventory of assorted Barbies still in their boxes including Troll Barbie,
Star Trek (Ken & Barbie set), and the very special, MC Hammer.  Friends and family are
always quick to point out their appreciation for the extra trips that must be taken for the
Barbie brigade during the moving process.

H. Anne Weiss, School of Liberals Arts, Graduate Student in Applied Communication, Civic
Engagement Graduate Assistant

Q: What are you most excited about with your work in
CSL this year? 
A: I am most excited about the synergy that is happening in
my life related to my position at CSL and my education.  My
work as the Graduate Assistant in Civic Engagement will
allow me to make very meaningful connections between my
goals for Democracy Plaza (the space and the student
organization, http://dplaza.usg.iupui.edu) and my goals for
writing about and analyzing how students form civic skills,
identities and efficacy related to participating in Democracy
Plaza, the space and the student organization.

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself with our readers.
A: I am a big “green” enthusiast.  I have been riding my bicycle to and from campus for the
past four years (just under 10 miles round trip) along with being an advocate for the IUPUI
community to utilize the IndyGo bus system for their transportation needs.  Go Green
IUPUI!

Justin Ellis, School of Liberal Arts, Graduate Student in Museum Studies, Service Learning Graduate
Assistant

Q: What are you most excited about with your work in CSL this year? 
A:  I am most excited to work with faculty and staff in the SLA program to
achieve their service learning assistant project goals.

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself with our readers.
A: I went Frisbee golfing for the first time this summer. I was horrible, but I
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had a lot of fun playing this simple game with great friends.

Katy Kaesebier, School of Education, Graduate Student in Higher Education and Student Affairs,
Community Service Graduate Assistant

Q: What are you most excited about with your work in CSL this year?
A:  I am really looking forward to two things this year: the opportunity 
to engage with the Sam H. Jones service scholarship students and
learning from the CSL staff. The scholars are such a dedicated
group of students that really are going to change the world, and I
am truly excited to be a part of their development as individuals. 
Also, the CSL staff has so much to offer as far as experience and
wisdom, and I am thrilled to have the opportunity to work side by
side with them.

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself with our readers.
A: I want to learn to play the guitar well enough that I could entertain a group around a
campfire for a couple of hours.

Paula Monroy, SPEA, Graduate Student in Public Affairs, Neighborhood Partnerships Graduate
Assistant

Q: What are you most excited about with your work in CSL this year?
A: I am looking forward to learning more about the Near West Side while
working with the Fugate Scholars and the Community Partners Service
scholars.  In addition, I am excited to have the opportunity to meet new
people, live new experiences and help IUPUI’s students to make a difference
in the community.

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself with our readers.
A: Something interesting about me is that I was born in Bogotá, Colombia
and I love listening to salsa music. I am also the newest addition to the
Office of Neighborhood Partnerships.

 

Nicole Davis, SPEA, Graduate Student in Public Affairs, Non-Profit Administration Program,
Community Work-Study Graduate Assistant

Q: What are you most excited about with your work in CSL this year? 
A:  I am most excited about working with all of the America
Reads*America Counts coaches and our school and community center
sites.  The coaches and teachers are passionate about their students,
and it is an honor to be a part of a program that supports these schools,
community centers and students in Indianapolis.

Q: Please share a fun fact about yourself with our readers.
A: I spent my first two years out of undergrad as a volunteer.  My first
year was spent with a community mental health agency in Seattle,
Washington and the second with the Women’s Empowerment Micro-
Credit Program in the small boma of Karonga, Malawi in central Africa.
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