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THE ATLANTA MEETING 
Registered attendance in Atlanta was the lowest since the 1970 

meeting in Los Angeles; 1,560 people registered from fifty states, the 
District of Columbia and thirteen foreign countries. States with the 
largest representation were New York (116), Georgia (112), and Ohio 
(105). Other states with high attendance included Indiana, Illinois, 
Virginia, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and North Carolina, all 
with more than fifty representatives. Thirty-nine secondary school 
teachers and 192 persons from non-teaching institutions attended 
the meeting. 

Neither the quality of program nor the work of the Publicity Com
mittee explains the low turnout. The Executive Secretary's office has 
received good reports from people who attended the sessions and 
only one complaint-and that concerned the failure of one person 
schedu led to present a paper to do so. And, the Publicity Committee 
worked hard to generate local interest in the meeting. 

Three factors seem to explain the drop in turnout. Ours was the 
third major historical meeting held in Atlanta in less than sixteen 
months, and it conflicted with the holidays. Also, academics are 
finding it increasingly difficult to obtain travel funds from their in
stitutions. 

OUTCOME OF THE ELECTION 
In the March election, the following members were elected to 

offices : President, Kenneth M. Stampp, University of California , Ber
keley; President-Elect, Eugene D. Genovese, The University of 
Rochester; Executive Board, Andrea Hinding, The University of Min
nesota; Keith Ian Polakoff, California State University, Long Beach; 
David Brody, University of California, Davis; Nominating Board, 
Kathryn Kish Sklar, University of California, Los Angeles; Eric Foner, 
The City University of New York; Neil Harris, The University of 
Chicago; El lis W. Hawley, The University of Iowa. 

One-thousand eight hundred and eleven members of the Organi
zation participated in the election. This is a turnout of approximately 
22%, which is the same as last year, the first when a contest was held 
for the office of president-elect, and it is higher than the 15.5% of 
1975. 

SLATE FOR 1978 
President: Eugene D. Genovese, 

Rochester 
The University of 

President-Elect: David Brion Davis, Yale University 
Carl Degler, Stanford University 

Executive Board : Nathan I. Huggins, Columbia University 
Donald Meyer, Wesleyan University 
Jane De Hart Mathews, University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro 
Louis C. Wade, University of Oregon 
William Ivy Hair, Georgia College, Milledgeville 
Francis Jennings, Director, Center for the His
tory of the American Indian 

Nominating Board : Alice Kessler Harris, Hofstra University 
Herbert T. Hoover, University of South Dakota 

July, 1977 

John H. Bracey, Jr., University of Massachu
setts, Amherst 
Vincent Harding, Director, Institute of the Black 
World, Atlanta 
Dorothy Ross, Princeton University 
Rudolph J. Vecoli , University of Minnesota & 
Director of Immigration History Research Cen
ter 

One hundred members of the Organization may present a petition 
for an additional candidate for any office open for election, such 
petition to be presented to the Executive Secretary by October 15. 
The names of persons so nominated shall be placed on the official 
ballot, being identified as "candidates by petition." Petitioners need 
not prepare and circulate a form. A letter nominating a member and 
signed by one or more members will be counted . 

THE EDITOR OF THE JAH 
After m ore than a decade of outstanding service, Martin Ridge has 

resig ned as ed itor of our journal to accept an appointment as Senior 
Research Associate atthe Huntington Library. We are grateful for his 
good work and regret his departure but wish him well in what 
promisesto be a rich opportunity for him. Afteryears of emphasizing 
assistance to other scholars, he will now be able to devote most of 
his energies and talents to his own research and writing. 

Robert G. Gunderson has agreed to serve as interim editor, be
ginning with Ridge's departure in late August and continuing until a 
new editor takes over next summer. A long-time member of the 
Organization, Gunderson is a professor of history and of speech and 
the director of the American Studies Program at Indiana University. 
He is the author of The Log Cabin Campaign (University of Kentucky 
Press, 1957) and The Old Gentlemen's Convention (University of 
Wisconsin Press, 1961) and other publications and is at work on a 
biography of William Henry Harrison. His professional services 
include three years (1966-1969) as editor of the Quarterly Journal of 
Speech. We are pleased that a person of his talents and accom
plishments is willing to take on this large and important responsibil
ity with the JAH. 

Experienced specialists in American history interested in being 
considered for the editorship should send their dossiers to E. David 
Cronon, Dean, College of Letters and Sciences, University of Wis
consin, Madison 53706, and Morris G. Baxter, Chairman, Depart
ment of History, Indiana University, Bloomington 47401 . Cronon and 
Donald Carmony have agreed to chair two search and screen com
mittees that will make recommendations to the Department of His
tory at Indiana University and the Executive Board of the Organiza
tion, and do so, it is hoped, before the end of the calendar year. This 
position, a joint appointment with Indiana University and the OAH , 
will be a senior tenured appointment. The person selected must 
have an established reputation as a scholar in some field of Ameri
can history. 

Members are encouraged to make recommendations to the Car
mony and Cronon committees. The latter also welcomes sugges
tions on editorial policies for it has been instructed to advise the 
Executive Board on them. The change in editors provides a valuable 
opportunity for the reconsideration of policies. 



The Board suggested several changes in the proposed statementTHE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Board metforthe entire day on Wednesday, April 6, in Atlanta. 

Reporting on the budget, Robert K. Murray predicted that if inflation 
continues and the economic conditions of the historical profession 
do not improve, 1977 will be the last year for some time that the 
Organization will be able to balance its budget with some ease, and 
he, as treasurer, recommended extremely close budgeting and 
careful management. The Board approved the Editor's recom
mendations that John P. Diggins, Glenn Porter, and Joseph Morgan 
Kousser should be appointed to the Editorial Board and Geoffrey T. 
Blodgett to the Pelzer Award Committee. And after considerable 
discussion the Board authorized the President, the President-Elect, 
and the Executive Secretary to search for and appoint an interim 
editor and instructed the incoming president to appoint a search and 
screen committee for the permanent editor. 

The Executive Secretary reported on the plans of the National 
Coordinating Committee to appoint a staff person and to conduct a 
fund drive and called attention to a suggestion that the OAH and/or 
the AHA should establish guidelines for graduate education. No 
action was taken on the latter issue. In addition to expressions of 
optimism about the progress of the newspaper project, uncertainty 
about the length of the business meeting, concern about attendance 
and the job registry, he assured the Board that in schedu ling future 
annual meetings especially strong efforts wou Id be made to avoid 
conflicts with Easter and Passover and to select only cities that could 
house the meeting in one hotel. He also reported on the progress of 
the joint committee concerned with the Yale-Aptheker controversy, 
and the Board advised the committee to send second letters to those 
who had not responded to the initial letters of inquiry. 

The Subcommittee on the Constitution and Bylaws recommended 
a series of changes. The recommended changes on the Bylaws were 
endorsed and advanced to the Business Meeting (see below) . The 
recommendations for constitutional changes were postponed until 
after the decision by the members on recommendations developed 
by another subcommittee. 

~~~_.=fteL1he Execlltive Secretary arulhls.staff_weLELexcJJ.se1lfrom_the 
meeting, Emma Lou Thornbrough, chairwoman of the Subcommit
tee to Review the Office of the Executive Secretary, a committee that 
also included Walter LaFeber and William Harbaugh, presented the 
committee's report. It commended the Secretary and his staff for 
their work and made several recommendations as a result of the 
committee's study of the office. The committee advised the Execu
tive Board that because of the expanded responsibilities of the office, 
the Secretary needed additional assistance. The committee also 
recommended that appropriate arrangements must be made to en
able the Secretary to obtain leaves of absence so as to work effec
tively on his own research. Recommendations for consideration by 
the Executive Secretary included more frequent meetings of the 
Executive Board in Bloomington and interim reports to the Board. 
The Board regarded the report as excellent and expressed satisfac
tion with the functioning of the executive office. It was agreed thatas 
soon as the question of the interim editor had been settled, the 
appointment of a second assistant to the Executive Secretary shou Id 
become a top priority matter. 

The Board endorsed a recommendation from the Committee on 
History in the Schools and Colleges to seek a planning grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities to develop a plan for an 
OAH History Education Center, a center that would emphasize 
collaboration among historians in the colleges and the secondary 
schools and reforms in both areas. The Board did not dissent from 
the Executive Secretary's suggestion that the Committee on History 
in the Schools and Colleges should look after the school visitation 
program and the teaching workshops atthe annual meeting and left 
to the president-elect and the chairperson of the Program Commit
tee the decision as to whether the chairman of the Committee on 
History in the Schools and Colleges should be on the Program 
Committee. One member of the Board expressed strong support for 
a proposed yearbook on innovations in the classroom. No action 
was taken on the suggestion that the OAH should take a stand on 
behalf of rewarding good teaching and the Executive Secretary 
suggested that the Committee on the Status of History should work 
on the proposal concerning efforts to strengthen history's legal 

on history in the schools and endorsed the statement as revised. The 
original had been drafted by an ad hoc committee of the OAH, the 
AHA, and the National Council for the Social Studies and was de
signed to help people in the secondary schools faced with pressures 
against the study of history. It will be distributed widely if endorsed 
by the governing bodies of the three organizations. 

After considerable discussion the Board adopted a series of 
amendments to the Constitution, thereby submitting them to the 
membership (see below). 

The Board also endorsed a motion to create a new dues category 
of$30 for income of over $25,000 per year, thereby submitting thisto 
the Business Meeting for final consideration (see below). 

After discussing the experience of the Curti Award Committee 
with David Van Tassel, the chairman of one of the sections of that 
committee, the Board agreed that a single committee should look 
after the competition in the future. (This motion was later endorsed 
by the Business Meeting.) 

The Board discussed the experiences of the Turner Award Com
mittee with its chairman, Richard Lowitt, and decided that the dead
line for the competition should be moved back to October 1st and 
that two alternates should be appointed to the committee. 

The Board endorsed a motion calling upon the incoming President 
to appoint a subcommittee to consider a statement on the respon
sibilities of the OAH and to report to the Board at its November 
meeting. 

Frank Freidel, the OAH representative on the National Study 
Commission, informed the Board of the reports that had been 
prepared by the Commission. 

The Board endorsed a recommendation from the Joint Committee 
on Historians and Archives to change the name of the group to the 
Joint Committee on Archives so as to enable it to draw in organiza
tions that are outside the historical and archival professions. Finally, 
the Board endorsed a recommendation to abolish the ad hoc Com
mittee on Non-Teaching Opportun it ies as the NCC would take on 
that committee's responsibilities. 

1977 AWARD WINNERS 
At the Atlanta meeting the following awards were conferred: The 

Frederick Jackson Turner Award to Cornell University Press and 
Merritt Roe Smith for Harpers Ferry Armory and the New Technol
ogy. 

The Louis Pelzer Memorial Award to David A. Corbin of the Uni
versity of Maryland for his essay "Betrayal in the West Virginia Coal 
Fields: Eugene V. Debs, the Socialist Party of America, 1912-14." 

The Merle Curti Award to Henry F. May of the University of Cali
fornia, Berkeley for his book, The American Enlightenment. 

The Binkley-Stephenson Award to Brian L. Villa ofthe University of 
Ottawa for his article, "The U.S. Army, Unconditional Surrender and 
the Potsdam Proclamation," published in the June 1976 issue of the 
JAH. 

NEW DUES CATEGORY 
A proposal for a new dues category was approved at the Executive 

Board Meeting and the Business Meeting. This change affects histo
rians who earn more than $25,000 per year; they will now have dues 
of $30 per year. The decision was influenced by the recognition that 
the Organization needs to increase its income in various ways and by 
a belief that one of the best ways to do it would be to tap the 
resources of historians who benefitted from the academic boom of 
the 1960s. 

CHANGES IN THE BY LAWS 
A series of changes in the Bylaws were recommended by a sub

committee of the Executive Board and endorsed by the full Board 
and by the Business Meeting in Atlanta. First, the Bylaw on Member
ship, which listed dues and rates was deleted entirely because the 

position. 2 subject is dealt with in Article III of the Constitution. It specifies the 



classes of membership and empowers the Executive Board and the 
annual Business Meeting to establish dues and rates. 

Several changes were made in Section 5 in the Bylaws. A provision 
was inserted requiring that nearly all members of OAH committees 
must be members of the Organization. A change in the Program 
Committee requires that one member should serve as liaison with 
the Convention Publicity Committee. The latter committee, which 
has functioned for the past three years, was now established as a 
standing committee to assist the executive secretary in whatever 
areas he deems necessary in order to promote adequate publicity. A 
change in the Historic Preservation Committee enlarged its respon
sibilities to include restoration and museums as well as historic 
preservation. A new Committee on Television and Radio Media was 
established. It is to be composed of seven to ten members, each of 
whom serves for three years, and two of whom should be people 
from outside the historical profession who have distinguished 
themselves in mass communications. The committee will " collect 
and disseminate information regarding the use of history and of 
historians in creating, funding, promoting, distributing and evaluat
ing radio and television programs." It will be available as an advisory 
board to the officers and members of the OAH and to organizations 
outside the history profession who may seek its counsel. A change in 
the Merle Curti Award Committee provided for a single committee to 
look after this competition instead of two as first established-one to 
nominate the books to be considered and the other to decide which 
one should receive the award. Minor changes were made for 
simplicity or clarification in the descriptions of the Membership 
Committee, the Pelzer Award Committee, and the Turner Award 
Committee. Under the heading of Joint Standing Committees, the 
Committee on Historians and Archives became the Committee on 
Archives and the National Coordinating Committee for the Promo
tion of History was recognized and defined. According to the defini
tion , this new committee is composed of representatives from 
several organizations and will work to promote historical studies 
generally in schools at all levels, broaden historical knowl edge 
am ong th e genera l public, restore confidence in our d iscipl ine 
throughout society, and educate employers about historians' special 
talents and the value of employing historians in non-teaching areas. 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 
The Executive Board endorsed several proposals for changes in 

our Constitution and members are called upon to vote on those 
changes in the mail ballot enclosed with this newsletter. In explana
tion of the proposals, the subcommittee that prepared them has 
issued the following statement : 

These proposed constitutional changes originated in 1975 when 
Kenneth M. Stampp, in his statement as a candidate for president
elect of the OAH, requested a reconsideration of election pro
cedures. As soon as Mr. Stampp joined the Executive Board in 
November 1976, the Board authorized a subcommittee to review 
election procedures. The subcommittee, after an extensive survey of 
alternatives, presented recommendations in March 1977 which the 
full board then modified and adopted. 

The most important of these proposals makes nomination by 
petition the normal method of selecting candidates forthe Nominat
ing Board. At the heart of a democratic electoral process lies the 
control over nominations. By widening access to the Nominating 
Board, we hope to deepen and diversify the involvement of the 
organization's members in their government. At the same time, we 
want a realistic electoral process. A minimum of fifty names for a 
nominating petition offers a relatively easy but not a whimsical entry 
to the ballot. The schedule for petitioning allows eight months for 
gathering names and still leaves time for correcting minor errors so 
that no serious petition will be rejected on a technicality. If the 
petitioning process generates a competitive excitement among 
members, so much the better for the OAH. We welcome this kind of 
healthy politics. If the petitioning process flags, there are supple
mentary provisions to guarantee a proper election. Several new 
provisions protect the Nominating Board from domination by a 
hyperactive clique. In sum, we seek practical democracy. 

The most effective means of democratizing the election of a pres
ident or president-elect is to democratize the Nominating Board, as 
these proposals attempt to do. To have the same source-the Nomi
nation Board--determine more than one candidate for president
elect does not contribute significantly to the democratic process. 
Therefore, we recommend eliminating this requirement. If, on the 
other hand, members develop a petitioning habit and nominate 
additional presidential candidates by petition, these independent 
candidates certainly would strengthen the democratic process. 

On the ballot to elect members of the Nominating Board and the 
Executive Board, we propose a slate of candidates for each board 
rather than a pair of candidates for each vacancy. Pairings artificially 
limit the voters' choices. There is no way to express preference for 
both candidates in one pair over both candidates in another pair. 
Moreover, pairing unnecessarily accentuates the personal win-lose 
characteristics of the elections. Slates of candidates will help to 
simplify, clarify, and humanize the electoral process. 

PROGRAMS FOR 1978 and 1979 
The Program Committee for the 1978 New York meeting, chaired 

by Mary E. Young of the University of Rochester, is now in the late 
stages of its work. 

The Program Committee for the convention to be held in New 
Orleans in 1979 invites suggestions for papers, workshops, or 
panels. For the committee to evaluate fairly the proposals, each 
project should be described in a two-page resume that summarizes 
its thesis, methodology, and significance. Proposals should be ad
dressed to the chairman: Michael Greenberg, Department of His
tory, College of Staten Island, City Universityof New York, St. George 
Campus, Staten Island, New York 10301. The deadline for receipt of 
proposals is March 15, 1978. 

THE 1978 MEETING 
Members should be reminded of the change in schedule for the 

1978 meeting at the Statler Hilton in New York City. It will be held 
April 12-15 rather than the dates originally announced. 

Concerning that meeting, Richard Leopold, while President of the 
OAH, received the following mailgram from Mayor Abraham D. 
Beame of New York City: 

. .. I am delighted that your fine organization will be coming to 
New York in 1978 and I am pleased to extend an advanced 
hand of welcome to all who will join us in the world's capital. 

THE NIXON MATERIALS 
On June 28th the Supreme Court by a vote of 7-2 upheld the 

Presidential Recordings and Materials Act of 1974. That Act, passed 
in response to the Nixon-Sampson agreement that gave Nixon con
trol of his materials and called for destruction of the tapes, directed 
the General Services Administration to take possession ofthe Nixon 
materials, screen them, return those that are personal and private to 
the former President and determine the conditions of access to those 
retained. 

The decision does not, of course, declare presidential papers gen
erally to be public property. Nixon, Justice Brennan declared for the 
Court, "constituted a legitimate class of one, and this provides a 
basis for Congress's decision to proceed with dispatch with respect 
to his materials while accepting the status of his predecessors' pa
pers and ordering the further consideration of generalized standards 
to govern his successors." And Justice Blackman with a concurring 
opinion wrote "It is my hope and anticipation-as it obviously is of 
the others who have written in this case-thatthis act, concerned as 
it is with what the Court describes as a 'legitimate class of one: will 
not become the model for the disposition of the papers of each 
president who leaves office at a time when his successor or the 
Congress is not of his political persuasion." 
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Yet, the case seems to have broad implications. It suggests that 
there is a broad public interest in presidential papers, that past and 
anticipated future practices rest upon the assumption that former 
presidents are reliable guardians of that interest, and that Congress 
can take charge if there is good reason to believe that a particular 
former president will not serve that interest. Justice Stephens in his 
concurring opinion observed that the "statute implicitly condemns 
him [Nixon] as a unreliable custodian of his papers." Justice 
Rehnquist warned in dissent that the decision "countenances the 
power of any future Congress to seize the official papers of an 
outgoing President as he leaves the inaugural stand." And one 
commentator predicted that the "decision cou Id have ramifications 
. .. for possible legislation concerning public access to the official 
papers of future presidents and other government officials." 

At the same time, the decision does not mean that historians will 
be able to go to work in the Nixon materials very soon. One predic
tion isthatthe papers will not be available for many years as opening 
is likely to be delayed by additional lawsuits and then by the time
consuming screening process. And restrictions on access will con
trol certain types of materials after others are opened for research. 
Just what those restrictions shou Id be is a highly controversial sub
jectwith historians disagreeing with other groups and even with one 
another. 

The decision by no means lessens the significance of the work of 
the National Study Commission on Records and Documents of Fed
eral Officials, which was also set up by the 1974 legislation that the 
Nixon-Sampson agreement inspired. The Congress now has before 
it majority and minority reports from the NSC that could enlarge 
opportunities for historical research. The profession must watch 
congressional action on those reports very closely and make rec
ommendations. 

THE NEWSPAPER PROJECT 
!'he UniTed States Newspaper Project, wIilChtheOAHls- co

sponsoring with the Library of Congress, has completed its first year 
of operation. The project is funded by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities under the research materials program of its Re
search Grants Division. The 1975 grant provided $79,000 to operate a 
coordinative office at the OAH during 1976 and 1977 plus $10,000 
outright and $84,584 in gifts-and-matching to conduct a com
prehensive, two-year bibliographical project in Iowa. The USNP has 
resulted from a preliminary survey that the NEH funded prospective 
to a possible revision ofAmerican Newspapers : A Union List ofFiles 
Available in the United States and Canada, edited by Winifred Greg
ory. Gale E. Peterson, who conducted the feasibility study in 1973-74, 
is the project director. 

The purpose of the United States Newspaper Project is to provide 
increased national attention and leadership to existing state and 
local efforts to locate, preserve, and prepare bibliographic guides to 
newspapers. As a result of such efforts, the project will make possi
ble research tools of both state and national scope and, thus, 
facilitate research use of the nation's newspaper resources. 

The scope of the USNP is broad. It includes promoting (1) com
prehensive bibliographical research in those states which have not 
previously compiled inclusive lists of titles published; (2) statewide 
efforts to locate extant copies of papers published in each state and 
inventorying of major collections; (3) conservation of newspapers 
by microfilming in accordance with archival standards; (4) prepara
tion of descriptive cataloging data for all newspapers; and (5) con
version of data to machine-readable form to permit the utilization of 
computers for preparing easily updatable guides of state and na
tional scope providing bibliographical and locational information. 

The OAH project center acts as a coordinative and catalytic agent 
at the disposal of each state to draw upon for assistance in 
strengthening newspaper programs. One method for expanding 
state activities may be that of seeking support from the NEH. The 
Endowment will accept applications for state newspaper projects 
that are prepared in consultation with the USNP for possible funding 
through its gifts-and-matching program. 

Holding state planning conferences is a means by which the USNP 

NEH grant enables the OAH to absorb some of the costs of conduct
ing these meetings. During the first several months of 1977 confer
ences were held in Texas, Louisiana, South Carolina, Georgia, and a 
metropolitan area planning session in Chicago. Additional confer
ences will take place in the summer and fall. While the agenda varies 
from one conference to another, each usually includes a review of 
existing bibliographic sources to newspapers pertaining to that 
state; evaluation ofthe comprehensiveness and quality ofthe state's 
preservation program for newspapers; discussion of the most ap
propriate coordinative agency in the state to work with the national 
project; an estimate of required funding; and preliminary discussion 
of potential funding sources both public and private. Representa
tives of university history and journalism departments, public and 
private historical societies, the major research libraries, state library 
and press associations, and the state library generally participate in 
the conferences. 

The project has a national advisory panel , established in 1974 
during the feasibility study, to provide guidance for the project di
rector. During the first year of the USNP the panel members have 
been Richard S. Kirkendall ; Daniel J . Boorstin, The Librarian of Con
gress; William T. Alderson, director, American Association for State 
and Local History; James R. Boylan, editor, Columbia Journalism 
Review, Graduate School of Journalism, Columbia University; 
Robert Johannsen, professor of history, University of Illinois
Urbana ; David Kaser, professor, Graduate Library School , Indiana 
University; Lawrence G. Livingston, program officer, Council of Li 
brary Resources, John Lorenz, executive director, Association of 
Research Libraries; Marcus A. McCorison, director and l ibrarian, 
American Antiquarian Society; Donald E. Oehlerts, director of librar
ies, M iami University, Oxford, Ohio ; Daniel J. Reed, assistant ar
chivi st of the United States for presidential libraries; Walter Rundell , 
Jr. , professor of history , U n iversity of Maryland; James J . 
Dougherty, bibliographer, American Histo rical Association ; Gordon 
Wi lliams, d irector, Center for Research Libraries; and Donald Wis
dom, chief, serials division, Library of Congress. 

In addition to efforts to develop collateral state projects, much 
attention haS-been given during the past year to conducting a com
prehensive su rvey of newspaper microfilm ing practices around the 
nation and to meeting the need fo r distri butable standards fo r con
verting bibliographic data about newspapers to mach ine-readable 
form. 

In September 1976 Errol Stevens, a research assistant for the 
project, devised and circulated a questionna ire to obtain speci f ic 
information about procedures being employed in microfilming 
newspapers at the nation's principal repositories. During the feasi
bility study it had been found that there was a wide variance in the 
quality of microfilming operations but, as the project had promised 
the NEH that it would promote adherence to archival standards for 
filming newspapers, more specific data was needed. The question
naire was derived largely from information contained in Specifica
tions for Microfilming Newspapers in the Library ofCongress (1972), 
the generally accepted standard in the nation. Ultimately about 100 
of the questionnaires were mailed, and by the spring of 1977, 63 had 
been returned from institutions in 44 states. By their own reports, it 
became clear that many institutions omit quality control procedures 
that are widely recognized as essentia l fo r the production of archival 
qual ity films. Many practices seem to have resulted less from negli
gencethan from a lack of available information about the proper way 
to set up and operate a microfilming operation. Equipped with spe
cific knowledge about the quality of microfilming now taking place 
around the nation and with a strong expression of interest from the 
American Library Association for publishing an appropriate manu
script, the USNP is currently seeking foundation support with which 
to carry out additional research and to prepare a "Handbook for 
Newspaper Microfilmers." Meanwhile, the results of the question
naire are being prepared for distribution or publication. 

The prerequisite for efficient dissemination of bibliographic and 
locational information about newspapers is the conversion of the 
data to machine-readable form so that computers can be utilized 
either for on-line inquiry or for generating printed products. A prin
cipal objective of the USNP is to facilitate the conversion of data 
collected in each state either into a common data base or into 
compatible state data bases from which bibliographic tools of state 
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In recent years librarians have been adapting computer technol
ogy to facilitate their carrying out a variety of bibliographic and 
cataloging chores. In the mid-1960s, the Library of Congress 
pioneered through its development ofthe MARC [Machine Readable 
Catalog] format. This was designed as a way to convert the 
information found on a Library of Congress catalog card for mono
graphs into machine-readable form and thus enable the printing of 
bibl iographic products by computer. Subsequently the LC adapted 
the format to the needs of serials, and termed it the MARC-S format. 
At the present time the Library of Congress and the Council on 
Library Resources are sponsoring a cooperative effort, termed 
CONSER (for CONversion of SERials) to create a national data bank 
for serial publications utilizing the facilities of the Ohio College Li
brary Center (OCLC) in Columbus. A strictly limited number of librar
ies are creating records in the CONSER data base with the Library of 
Congress both putting in records and acting as the final authority for 
proper content and form. 

While newspaper records are not barred from the CONSER data 
base, they have been assigned a low priority. Nearly all of the news
paper titles currently in the CONSER data base are those created 
several years ago as part of the Minnesota Union List of Serials 
(MU LS) that in mid-1976 was loaded at OCLC as the initial CONSER 
data base. A substantial percentage of the 5,000 MULS newspaper 
records are for Minnesota titles, and they are not full MARC-S rec
ords. The Library of Congress also has recently begun to create 
CONSER newspaper records as it works at the task of cataloging its 
holdings of 5,000 domestic newspaper titles. 

Unfortunately, it is not possible at present for a large number of 
states to put newspaper bibliographic data into the CONSER data 
base or into some other MARC-S compatible data bases, for coding 
and editing manuals do not yet exist by which catalogers around the 
nation could employ the format in a consistent manner. Because the 
CONSER demands on the LC staff have been so heavy in recent 
months, the Library was unable to commit itself to preparing these 
essential guides with its own resources in the near future. Accord
ingly, the USNP prepared an application to the Carneg ie Corporation 
of New York for funds with which to employ Elaine W. Woods, a 
former LC employee and currently a consultant to the CONSER 
project, to work under the Library's supervision in analyzing the 
capabilities of the MARC-S format relative to the unique cataloging 
and bibliographic needs of newspapers and in preparing coding and 
editing manuals that could be employed by state newspaper proj
ects. In June the Carnegie foundation awarded $14,930 to the OAH 
sothatthis work could proceed during the latter months of 1977. As a 
consequence of this grant, by the spring of 1978 it should be possible 
forthe USNP to circulate a subset ofthe CONSER coding and editing 
manuals that will address comprehensively but solely the cataloging 
and conversion procedures for newspapers. 

Much of what the newspaper project has accomplished during the 
past year has taken place in Iowa. The plans for a pilot bibliographic 
project in Iowa were included in the 1975 OAH/LC application to the 
NEH in the beliefthat carrying out a project in a single state promised 
to be the best way to develop procedures that could be applied to 
other states later on. Iowa was deemed a particularly appropriate 
place for the pilot program because of its comparatively small popu
lation size, its lack of any previous comprehensive bibliographic 
project, and the presence of an appropriate administrative agency 
with which the national project could work effectively (the State 
Historical Society of Iowa under the directorship of Peter T. Harstad). 

It now seems quite certain that the Iowa Pilot Project will be highly 
successfu I. In May 1976 the State Legislature appropriated $17,170 
for the bibliographic project. This amount, matched equally by the 
Endowment, plus $10,000 in outright NEH funds met the first year 
budget of $44,340. In May 1977 the Legislature appropriated $25,122 
which the NEH will again match to meetthe remaining $50,244 ofthe 
pilot project budget. 

The Iowa project began July 1, 1976 and has employed a staff of 
three during the first year. The director is Alan Schroder, a doctoral 
candidate in history at Kent State University who was finishing work 
on another project at the State Historical Society when the USNP 
was funded. The assistant director, Leslie Wilson Hauschildt, holds a 
Masters of Library Science degree from the University of Arizona. 
They are assisted by Diane Slaughter as the project's secretary. 

The Iowa project has three areas of work: the collection of news
paper holdings information, the compilation of newspaper publish
ing histories, and the conversion of the collected data into a 
machine-readable form. As was hoped in setting up a pilot project, 
procedures for accomplishing the first two tasks have been devel
oped in Iowa that will be very useful to projects in additional states. 

Some statistics have emerged during the past year that confirm 
the need for a newspaper project in Iowa. The project staff contacted 
about 1,200 college and public libraries, local historical societies and 
museums, county courthouses, and newspaper offices for newspa
per holdings information. With the returns only completed for the 
eastern and central portions of the state, the project had already 
located 358 Iowa institutions with newspaper holdings in addition to 
276 newspaper offices, almost all of which maintain a run of 
backfiles. By comparison, Gregory's American Newspapers, 1821
1936 and the Library of Congress' Newspapers in Microform (1972) 
combined reported a total of only 98 institutions for the entire state 
and did not report newspaper offices. With the task of compiling 
publishing history information for every newspaper ever published 
in Iowa substantially complete for 22 eastern and central Iowa coun
ties, it has been found that each county has published an average of 
100 titles. If this rate continues for western counties, Iowa will prove 
to have been the home of nearly 10,000 newspaper titles in the past 
140 years. Currently available guides list about 800 Iowa newspapers 
(which might account for as many as 1,600 or 2,000 titles), or only a 
rather small percentage of what has actually been published. To 
compile the publishing histories, the staff consults a combination of 
county and local histories, histories of newspapers and memoirs of 
newspapermen, historical and anniversary editions of papers, his
torical and journalism periodicals, theses and dissertations, and 
newspaper directories, such as Ayer's Directory ofPublications (the 
Iowa portion of which the LC provided for each annual edition that 
could not be located in Iowa City). When the data from the narrative 
sources and directories are compared and contradictions among 
them resolved, the project staff has usually found it possible to 
obtain a fa irly clear picture of a newspaper's history, even in -cases 
where there are no known extant holdings. 

The Iowa Pilot Project has also promoted newspaper microfilming 
even though this is not directly a part of the bibliographic activities 
the USNP is helping to fund. With a $25,000 annual appropriation 
from the State Legislature for filming, the Society has been prepared 
to pay most or all of the costs of filming titles that have not been 
previously filmed by the Society, the Historical Museum and Ar
chives in Des Moines, or by a commercial firm. In the past year about 
80 titles from 30 institutions were filmed in connection with the pilot 
bibliographic project, and thus proceded at about the maximum rate 
at which the Society library was able to provide staff time and 
funding. 

During the past year the Library of Congress has expanded its 
activities in the area of newspaper bibliography and cataloging in 
several respects and provided assistance to the United States News
paper Project in a variety of ways. In mid-1976 the Library began to 
issue the Newspaper and Gazette Report under the editorship of 
Imre T. Jarmy, Acting Newspaper Microfilming Coordinator. This 
publication, which will be issued three times a year, supplants the 
Foreign Newspaper and Gazette Report, reflecting the additional 
attention now being given by the Library to domestic newspaper 
activities. The Library progressed in the cataloging of its own news
paper holdings, completing work on 800 of its 5,000 titles and also 
processed about 200 of these records into the CONSER data base. 
Jarmy attended the four state planning conferences where he de
scribed the Library's interest in the USNP. in microfilming newspa
pers and in furthering the development of state newspaper projects. 
The Library supported the work of the Iowa Pilot Project in a variety 
of ways, including training its assistant director in the LC's newspa
per cataloging procedures. On June 26, 1976 and May 13, 1977 the 
Library hosted meetings of the project's national advisory panel in 
its Wilson Room. 

In June 1977 the OAH submitted its application to the NEH for the 
1978-79 phase of the USNP. If approved, the project will continue 
largely along current lines, but with some additional staff. It is hoped 
that the project will be ableto employ a national editorl authenticator 
who will work at the Library of Congress and will be available for 
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guidance to state projects. For example, the editor might review 
sample worksheets prepared by state projects to make sure they are 
applying the format in a manner consistent with the national stan
dards. The editor's other function will be that of authenticating th e 
completed conversion work of non-CONSER participants for inclu
sion in the CONSER data base. Related to these services, workshops 
will be held atthe Library of Congress at which qualified state project 
personnel will receive training on applying the MARC-S format for 
newspapers. 

In addition, the Library has proposed that because newspaper 
bibl iographic work is closely related to the preservation of the fragile 
medium, it will give technical advice on the preservation of newspa
pers based on its own and on existing national standards. It is 
prepared to join the OAH in cosponsoring preservation workshops 
that will deal with all aspects of newspaper preservation including 
original inkprint copies, when considered appropriate, as well as 
their microreproduction. Institutions who are engaged or planning 
to engage in preserving newspapers as a result of the USNP will be 
eligible to attend such training sessions at their own expense with 
the Library making available space and personnel to conduct the 
workshops. In addition, if funding becomes available during 1978
79, it is planned that the United States Newspaper Project will ex
pand its activities to include subsidization of some of the costs of 
computer conversion work and of newspaper microfilming in par
ticipating states. 

Further information about the project can be obtained from Gale E. 
Peterson, director of the United States Newspaper Project, at the 
OAH offices. 

THE STATUS OF HISTORY 
The Committee on the Status of History presented its third report 

during the Atlanta meeting. The report is based on work in th irty
three states and the District of Columbia, and each section of the 

~==-""'==-'Im;latj-Oiris-repres·ente&.-Ttre report-fucuses on-the-period from the fall 
of 1975 to the fall of 1976 and emphasizes continuity rather than 
change. The status of history seems to have stabilized at least for the 
moment but to have done so at a rather low point, especially in the 
colleges and universities. 

The situation in the secondary schools seems stable. Some propo
sals for change have been rejected. History remains in a weak posi
tion in some places but in a strong position in many and has in
creased or lost students only in a few places and has benefitted from 
change in certification requirements in one state, Iowa. 

While stable at present, change seems likely in the near future in 
some places. Pressures are building for a return to "basics" in 
Hawaii, among other places. Arkansas appears close to adoption of 
new certification requirements that will increase the number of his
tory courses required of those who teach it. And authorities in Ohio 
are implementing a change in certification requirements that could 
lead to a decline in education in history. 

Enrollment in history courses in colleges and universities seemsto 
have stabilized over all . Nearly one-third of the reports call attention 
to increased enrollments. Slightly more than one-third report little or 
no change and the same number report a decline. The situation 
seems most encouraging in the West, least encouraging in the East; 
but conditions in Alaska and Hawaii seem especially grim, and the 
development during the past year in Mississippi is quite discourag
ing. Enrollments have dropped over five percent and the committee 
member from that state suggests "that the fall off in history en
rollments has now caught up with Mississippi." There are only a few 
states where the decline is more than a few percentage points, 
though many institutions are still experiencing sharp declines. There 
are a few states where the increase is more than a few percentage 
points, though many institutions are enjoying sharp increases. In a 
few places, fear for the future is very strong; in a few others, there is 
confidence that the corner has been turned. 

Committee members who have reported increases, either 
statewide or in particular institutions, have suggested several expla
nations. Some are but temporary conditions: the bicentennial and 
increases in total college enrollment. Other factors seem long term. 
One is a series of innovations and improvements in programs and 

teaching, including changes in the size and qual ity of the faculty, 
decreased use of the lecture method, increased use of audio-visual 
materials and oral history, greater emphasis on social history and 
state, local and regional history, the introduction of "mini" ortopical 
courses and the development of a nonteaching degree. Some 
committee members also detect a revival of the belief in the valu e of 
history. 

Some members who see decline have also attempted to explain it. 
The drop in total enrollments is a factor in some places, and doubts 
about the usefulness of history continue to exert an influence in 
many. This is the factor stressed most often by those seeking to 
explain decline. The doubts affect student choices and budgetary 
decisions. 

In suggesting solutions, the committee members and the people 
with whom they were in contact stressed three areas. One area 
involves innovations in teaching . The suggestions here include ex
perimentation with methods, such as more use of oral history and 
greater efforts to serve the interests of students and the needs of 
society by giving more attention to "service" courses and adult 
education , relating the past to the present developing courses in the 
history of punishment, criminal justice, the environment, state and 
local history, etc., paying less attention to preparation of social 
studies teachers and more to the preparation of adult education 
teachers and to training for non-teaching jobs. The suggested inno
vations also include efforts to provide more opportun ities for history 
students to present the products oftheirwork. The second so lution is 
more communication and cooperation among college professors, 
secondary school teachers, social studies specialists, and the like. 
And the third suggestion calls for greater efforts to define and pub
l icize the va lues and virtu es of historical study. Here, members of the 
profession advocate efforts to persuade students, educators, legis
lators and employers. They suggest also t hat the profession should 
enter the po lit ical arena to work on behalf of historical study. 

It is ant icipated that the committee will continue to funct ion but 
that it will now seek to improve its fact-gathering methods and to 
move beyond fact-gathering to efforts to influence developments. It 
seems clear that the committee has done useful work but also that it 
is work of a prelim inary cha racter. It seems desirable forthe group to 
make new efforts to raise the status of history in American l ife, 
working closely w ith the NCC and doing for it what needs to be done 
and can be done in the schoo ls and colleges, especially on the state 
and loca l levels. 

NCC 
The list of members of the National Coordinating Committee for 

the Promotion of History has been expanded and now includes the 
American Historical Association, the Organization of Am erican His
torians, the Southern Historical Association, the American Studies 
Association, the New England Historical Association, the Associa
tion for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, the Berkshire 
Conference of Women Historians, the Western History Association, 
Phi Alpha Theta, the Conference on Peace Research in History and 
the Conference Group for Social and Administrative History. Cur
rently several other historical societies have requ ested information 
about NCC and are considering applying for membership. 

The NCC now has a full-time staff associate, Arnita Jones, who 
holds the Ph.D. degree in history from Emory University. She has 
served as an officer in affil iated societies of both the AHA and the 
Southern Historical Associat ion and has taught history at several 
midwestern universities. Office space for NCC, clerical and other 
support for Dr. Jones are being provided by the AHA. 

During the next few weeks Dr. Jones will be working closely w ith 
the executive officers of the AHA and the OAH to evaluate and 
advance initiatives already begun and to mobilize resource groups. 
Immediate priority will go to the Resource Group on Federal Gov
ernment, both because it promises to develop as a model for opera
tion of other resource groups and because the current reorganiza
tion of the executive branch of the federal government merits our 
careful attention. Dr. Richard Hewlett, Chief Historian of the U.S. 
Energy Research and Development Administration , is chairing this 
group and hopes to encourage the establishment of historical offices 
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in those agencies that do not now maintain them. This resource 
group also plans to produce a comprehensive directory of opportu
nities for historians in government service and to explore the 
possibility of assistance to history departments in providing courses 
and programs that will better qualify historians for federal employ
ment. 

THE NEW "IRREDUCIBLE CONTENT" 

OF AMERICAN HISTORY 


Recent comments by Stephen F. Klein and Allen Yates discussed 
selected aspects of the 1976 Times Survey of Historical Knowledge. 
Their comments were directed towards procedure rather than con 
tent employed by the survey makers. In contrast, the following 
comments pertain to content rather than procedure. Well publicized 
by a series of articles in th e Times, the survey provides a new 
definition of the "irreducible content" of American history. ' The 
flavor of the new definition, however, may not be palatable to many 
teachers. They may note the omission of specific dates and exclu
sion of certain names and conclude the new definition is more junk 
food for the already undernourished. 

An earlier survey, in 1943, led the Times to conclude that American 
history was not being learned adequately by students and that 
schools were not requiring a sufficient number of courses in Ameri
can history.2ln response to these charges, the Committee on Ameri
can History in Schools and Colleges concluded that American His
tory was not being minimized and no additional courses should be 
devoted to its study.3lts report included a list of representative dates 
and names identified as the " irreducible content" of American his
tory recommended for study in the schools' and was endorsed by 
professional organizations and the Times. 

Apparently having forgotten about the report, the Times and the 
Educational Testing Service prepared a new survey in 1975. It was 
written to meet topical specifications at the level of a secondary 
course in American history. From pretested items, a final draft was 
approved by a panel of historians. The survey was administered to 
1856 students in 192 two- and four-year colleges during the 1975
1976 school year. In reviewing the results, a panel of historians 
concluded that college freshmen "generally know the high points of 
American history but . . . their knowledge of the details ... does not 
run deep."s 

Presumably, the "high points" constitute the new "irreducible 
content" of American history and are reflected in the topical specifi 
cations of the survey. Unfortunately, the Times did not publish the 
topical specifications nor describe the process by which the level of 
items was determined, but it is apparent that more care was exer
cised in constructing the survey than was exhibited in 1943. 6 Some 
information was made public about the sampling procedure and 
administration of the survey. Reliability and validity coefficients, 
however, were not revealed; support by the professional organiza
tions was not indicated. 

Judging from the survey, the new "irreducible content" is a set of 
specific facts recalled by college freshmen. From this perspective, it 
is quite different from the 1943 report. In particular, it is deficient in 
the recommended specific minima; it includes virtually no dates and 
few names. Of the names that are included, several are persons who 
became prominent after 1943, and some have yetto be incorporated 
in the professional literature of tests and textbooks. As a conse
quence, the new "irreducible content" of American history may be 
neither clear nor useful to the student. 

No specific dates are included in stems or responses to items. 
Three items associate events with specific dates, but the association 
is not critical to making a correct response. Other items associate 
events with ranges of years such as a particular decade, an era, or a 
part of a century. The survey includes certain events, but its message 
appears to be that specific dates need not be cultivated in the class
room. 

that list. Seven new names are Black leaders. Except for Monroe and 
McKinley, no political leaders ofthe nineteenth century are included. 
No women are included; the new "irreducible content" is history not 
herstory. 

Moreover, the new " irreducible content" is remarkable for a lim 
ited awareness of the development of American history. Colonial 
times are " old times forgotten." It seems that American history 
began with Roger Will iams; was fostered by General Howe, Hamil
ton, Washington, Jefferson, and drifted- in the nineteenth century 
except for the leadership of Monroe, Carnegie, Morgan, Rockefeller, 
and McKinley. The great persons of American history were mostly 
men of the twentieth century and mostly Democrats. Republicans 
are almost excluded from the new "i rredu cible content" of American 
history. 

A table of specifications of names included in the new " irreducible 
content" indicates the biases of the survey. Organized by leaders ' 
and century of leadership, the table reveals the survey to be politi 
cally partisan, sexist, and concerned more with present than past. 
Referents tend to be recent rather than past leaders and are always 
male rather than female, as the following table indicates. 

LEADERS * 
P 1'1' lBuSlness l abor l eado I lea ' ers 0 f 
Leaders leaders Leaders Minorities Male Female TOTAL 

.s::.... 
U)... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

C/) 
w 

.s::....,...... 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 

a: 
:::> 
I 
Z 

.s::.... 
CO... 3 0 0 0 3 0 3 

w 
(,) 

.s::.... 
C'I... Rep. Oem. 

1 0 3 0 0 4 0 4 
.s::.... 
0 
N 0 4 1 0 8 13 0 13 

Total 8 4 0 9 2 1 0 21 

* Excluding General Howe and 3 referents to a doctrine or pact 

In sum, the survey provides negative reinforcement for the culti 
vation of dates and positive reinforcement for the acquisition of 
biased information about names. This new definition ofthe "irreduc
iblecontent" of American history is clearly inadequate, in regard to 
dates and names, for history teaching today. Equally clear is the 
need to identify once again the relevant content of American history 
for elementary and secondary students. 7 A generation has passed 
since the Committee on American History in Schools and Colleges 
provided a useful definition. Will the profession meet this need in 
1977? 

Notes 
1. See the articles in the May 2, 3, and 4 issues of the Times. 
2. 	 Discussed by Edgar B. Wesley and Stanley P. Wronski in Teaching ofSocial 

Studies (Boston: Heath, 1958), fourth edition, pp. 49-50. 
3. 	See Committee on American History in Schools and Colleges Report (New 

York : Macmillan, 1944). 
4. 	 The " irreducible content" suggested by the Committee is included as Ap

pendix B in Wesley and Wronski (1958) . 
5. 	Comment by Edward B. Fiske " Times Test of College Freshmen Shows 

Knowledge of American History Limited" the Times May 2, 1976 page 1. 
6. 	A critical review of the test was Erling M. Hunt "The New York Times 'Test' 

on American History" Social Education VII (May 1943) 195. 
7. 	See Richard S. Kirkendall " More History/Better History" Social Education 

XL (October 1976)' 446. In an accompanying article "The Status of History," 
Allan O. Kownslar asks "What data ... should be emphasized in a history 
course?" 

8. 	 The Ad Hoc Committee of the Organization of American Historians and 
American Historical Association may meet this need; thus far it has not. 
Moreover, it excludes the National Council for the Social Studies unlike the 
1943 Committee. Editor's note: Cooperation between the historical organi
zations and the NCSS broke down after 1943, but, as is indicated in the 
report on the Executive Board, efforts to reestablish areas of cooperation 
are now being made. 

Twenty-five names are included in the new "irreducible content" 
of American history. Twelve of the forty-two items on the survey 
include names. Six are included in the stems of five items, twenty in 
the responses. One name is repeated twice in the responses. Twelve 
names were on the 1943 list of specific minima; thirteen were not on 

James Hantula 

University of Northern Iowa. 
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EXPERIMENTS IN HISTORY TEACHING 
This past academic year, the EXPERIMENTS IN HISTORY TEACH

ING, a Harvard-Danforth Program for the New England Community, 
presented a series of Saturday presentations which featured brief 
examples of new scholarship adapted for use in the classroom, 
followed by informal, lunch-time workshops focusing on specific 
approaches suggested by the morning sessions. Various resource 
materials were distributed in the smaller meetings which assisted 
others in understanding and adapting newer techniques to their 
classrooms. Five sessions were held, Novemberto March, culminat
ing in a Spring Conference, April 30, held in conjunction with the 
spring meeting of the New England Historical Association with the 
collaboration of the New England History Teachers Association . 
Attendance at these sessions ranged from 200 to 300 teachers from 
allover the New England region, private and public secondary 
schools, private and public community colleges, colleges, and uni
versities. 

EXPERIMENTS IN HISTORY TEACHING was a response to two 
related developments-widespread innovation in the teaching of 
history and the currently intense debate over the fundamentals as 
well as the techniques of historical scholarship. However, it was also 
a response to the concern being registered across the nation as to 
the status of history in the schools at all levels. The concept of EHT 
was advanced by a group of graduate students in Harvard's Depart
ment of History, with the grant support of the Harvard-Danforth 
Center for Teaching and Learning. Professor Stephen Botein served 
as the groups major advisor, but an Advisory Committee, made-up 
of teachers and officials of other historical units, served actively to 
assist the EHT group in planning, assembling a mailing list, and 
searching out promising innovations and programs already existing 
in schools and colleges in the region . 

EHT developed an excellent newsletter as the vehicle to dissemi
nate information about the project to the region . Over 4,000 names 
were assembled blanketing the teaching profession in all areas, 
schools, museums, restoration sites, etc. The topics for the five 
month y sessions were established: 1. Using Cultural Artifacts, 2. 
Community History, 3. Personality in History, 4. History From the 
Bottom Up, and 5. Quantifying the Past. All sessions were free of 
charge and took place in the Science Center, Harvard University. 
Free parking also facilitated easy access to the sessions. 

The first newsletter sent out to the New England community was 
actually a questionnaire to solicit responses, ideas, offers of aid, etc., 
which also effected the planning of the sessions. The responses 
came from colleges and university teachers (45 percent). secondary 
schools (25 percent). junior and community colleges (8 percent). 
graduate students (15 percent). and museums, educational adminis
tration, etc. (7 percent). Using these responses and seeking the 
advice of the New England History Teachers Association, the EHT 
group put together five Saturday sessions that appealed to broad 
audiences. In fact, one of the most heartening aspects of the pro
gram was that each Saturday saw a different set of teachers seeking 
help, ideas, and sharing their own experiences. 

The Spring Conference brought the year to a dramatic close. The 
EHT group shared luncheon with the New England historical Asso
ciation and its speaker, Professor Bernard Bailyn of Harvard. Profes
sor Bailyn's address, "The New York Times History Survey: Data and 
Significance," was appropriate and in keeping with the aims of the 
EHT programs. 

In retrospect, EHT certainly accomplished its aim of communicat
ing to those interested some awareness of the issues and concerns 
that are stirring up controversy among scholars and inspiring imagi
native research. Even more, EHT has shown that there is tremendous 
interest in integrating new methods, sources, and scholarship in the 
classroom. The response to EHTsuggests strongly that there is a real 
interest among many, many teachers, especially at the upper levels, 
in reappraising traditional pedagogical approaches. Teachers at all 
levels have been experimenting with different approaches and were 
most willing to share their experiences with others. It is that sharing 
which has become the most important result of the EHT project. 

To follow-up on the EHT sessions and to reach teachers through
out the New England region, EHTwili publish this fall a small booklet 
which will contain the substance of the programs and experiments 

such programs and experiments from teachers in the region who 
could not attend or who were not able to be on the program. 

The EHT suggests strongly that, despite all the breast beating and 
hair pulling that has appeared in the press and other places concern
ing the status of history in the schools and colleges, there is a real 
concern for history teaching and there are many, many people who 
are working hard atthe pedagogical problems related to its teaching. 
Many teachers brought their students to explain their programs and 
others were accompanied by students to just observe. The mix of 
people-students, teachers, interested observers-was most heart
ening. 

For further information, please write EXPERIMENTS IN HISTORY 
TEACHING, 216 Robinson Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 
02138 

Pau I H. Tedesco 
Northeastern University 

HISTORY DAY, 1978 
A Regional History Day Program is planned for Ohio, Kentucky and 

Indiana during the Spring of 1978. The planning was based on the 
model of Ohio's successful Bicentennial History Day Program, 
funded by a planning grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and took place this Spring during the course of Ohio's 
second successful statewide History Day Program. If the proposal is 
funded, a Regional History Day Program will be conducted, consist
ing of twenty-nine district and three state events and a regional 
contest. The program will involve colleges and universities and 
junior and senior high school students and their teachers. It will also 
produce a handbook that will outline the ways the program might be 
rep licated in other states and regions. 

History Day is a program that allows and encourages high school 
and junior high school students to prepare displays, papers and 
performances on historical themes and to have them judged by 
professional historians, with the objective of stimulating greater 
interest in history among students and encouraging imaginative and 
innovative teaching. The day itself comes as the culmination of a 
series of contests, focusing on a theme, which , in 1978 will be 
"Energy: Its Impact on History," designed to help students learn 
more about history. In the first stage, students gather on the campus 
of the college or university district host to participate in appropriate 
activities and for the display and judging of their work on some 
aspect of world history related to the theme. The top winners from 
each of the districts then compete in the statewide program held in a 
central location in the state. The winners in each of the contests from 
three states will compete in Cincinnati on May 13, 1978 in a regional 
contest. 

History Day was conceived in 1973-74 by members of the Depart
ment of History at Case Western Reserve University to meet several 
apparent needs. Historians had been lamenting the decline in en
rollments in history courses. It seemed that something like Science 
Fair might contribute to a revivification of history, reinforce the 
importance of the subject, both to the teachers and to the students 
and bring high school and junior high school students onto campus 
and secondary school teachers and college historians into closer 
contact with one another. The success of the Case Western Reserve 
University experiment, along with a similar program in 1975 by 
Heidelberg College, encouraged interest around the state. In late 
spring of 1975, with the support of several private foundations, the 
college program of the Ohio American Revolution Bicentennial Ad
visory Commission, took on History Day as a statewide Bicentennial 
project, involving eleven regional contests and a state contest held in 
Columbus on the Capital University campus, May 8,1976. History 
Day at Case Western Reserve in that year involved 463 students, 
representing thirty-seven junior high school and nineteen senior 
high schools, as well as sixty-six teachers, and thirty judges from the 
historical profession and the community. The Heidelberg event in
volved over 900 students that year. It is hoped, therefore, that this 
program on a larger scale, may indeed be one among many answers 
to the crisis in the schools. 

David D. Van Tassell 
discussed during the year at the sessions as well as including other Case Western Reserve University8 



KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION OF 
TEACHERS OF HISTORY 

On Saturday, April 2, the Second Annual Kentucky State History 
Conference was held on the University of Louisville campus. The 
highlight of the conference was the formation of the Kentucky Asso
ciation of Teachers of History. The elected slate of officers includes : 
I. Executive Committee: 

A 	 President: Anita Sanford 
Bryan Station Senior High 
Lexington, KY 

B. 	 Elementary Schoo l 
Representative : 	 Therese Allen 

Bowen Elementary School 
Louisville, KY 

C. 	 Middle School 
Representative : 	 Paul Thomas 

Scott County Middle School 
Georgetown, KY 

D. 	 High School 
Representative: 	 Byron Himmelheber 

Bishop David High School 
Louisville, KY 

E. 	 Community College 
Representative : 	 Damian Barthle 

Jefferson County Community College 
Louisville, KY 

F. 	 Four Year College 
Representative : 	 Judi Jennings 


Union College 

Barbourville, KY 


G. 	 University 
Representat ive: John Hardin 

Kentucky State University 
Frankfort, KY 

II. 	 Editor: Newsletter 
(ex-officio member 
Executive Committee) : Raymond G. Hebert 

Thomas More College 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 

MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, ETC. 

On October 6-8, a Conference on the Mennonite Experience in 
America will be held at Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas. For 
further information write Robert Kreider, Mennonite Library and 
Archives, North Newton, KS 67117. 

The Shover Lecture announced in the January Newsletter will be 
given on October 12. Allan Bogue's topic will be: "American Political 
History: Crisis or Business as Usual?" 

The American Society for Environmental History will meet in con
junction with the Western History Association on Friday, October 14 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Hilton Hotel, Parlor E, Portland, Oregon. 
The meeting will be chaired by Harlan Hague of San Joaquin Delta 
College and the speakers will be John Opie of Duquesne University 
and Roderick Nash of the University of California, Santa Barbara. 

The Society for the History of Technology will hold its twentieth 
annual meeting in Washington, D.C., October 20-22. Inquiries should 
be addressed to the Program Chairman, Dr. Robert C. Post, Smith
sonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560. 

The National Historic Communal Societies Association will hold 
its fourth annual Historic Communal Societies Conference October 
20-22, at Aurora, Oregon, site of the German colony of William Keil 
from 1856 to 1881. Sessions will be on the communalism of the 
Keilites, Hutterites, Mormons, Mennonites, Llano del Rio, Al
lensworth, New Odessa, the Puget Sound colonies, and other 
groups of the west. College credit will be available. For information 
contact N.H.C.S.A President, Dr. Donald E. Pitzer, Center for Com
munal Studies, Indiana State University Evansville, Evansville, In

d iana 47712, or the program chairman , Professor Allen D. Epp, De
partment of History, Portland Community College, 12000 S.w. 49th 
Avenue, Portland, Oregon 98219. 

On October 20-23, the Twelfth Annual Oral History Colloqu ium will 
be held at Hotel del Coronado, San Diego, California . 

The Regional Economic History Research Center, Eleutherian 
Mills-Hagley Foundation will sponsor a conference on October 21 on 
"Economic Change in the Chesapeake Colonies." The chairman will 
be David F. Allmendinger, University of Delaware; the speakers will 
be Russell Menard, University of Minnesota, P.M.G. Harris, Temple 
University, and Lois Green Carr and Lorena S. Walsh, St. Mary's City 
Commission; the commentator will be Jackson Turner Main, State 
University of New York, Stony Brook. For further information, con
tact Glenn Porter, Director, Regional Economic History Research 
Center, Eleutherian Mills-Hagley Foundation. Greenville, Wil 
mington, Delaware 19807. 

The 	Women Historians of the Midwest and the Chicago Area 
Women's History Conference are sponsoring the second Conference 
on the History of Women at The College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Friday, October 21 through Sunday, October 23. 

" The Italian Immigrant Woman in North America" is the topic of a 
conference sponsored jointly by the American Italian Historical As
sociation and the Canadian Italian Historical Association in Toronto, 
October 28-29. For information write: 1977 Conference, AI.H .A, 209 
Flagg Place, Staten Island, N. Y. 10304. 

The American Studies Association will hold its Sixth Biennial Con
vention in Boston, Massachusetts on October 23-30. For further 
information please write : Executive Secretary, American Studies 
Association, 4025 Chestnut Street n, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, 19174. 

The Southern Historical Association will hold its annual meeting in 
New Orleans, November 9-12. 

The American Historical Association will hold its annual meeting 
. in Dallas, Texas on December 28-30. 

The New berry Library, with support f rom the National Endow
ment for the Humanities, w ill sponsor another national conf erence 
on College Teaching of State and Local History. The conference will 
provide a forum for the exchange of new ideas, fresh techniques, 
and innovative teaching strategies. Ten to fifteen fellowships will be 
available for college teachers wishing to spend the spring semester 
at the Newberry in research, writing, or curriculum development in 
the field of state and local history. The conference will be held from 
January 12-15. Applications are due October 15. Teachers, research
ers, archivists, librarians and curators are invited to write for further 
information to the Family and Community History Center, the New
berry Library, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, IL 60610. 

CHILDHOOD IN AMERICAN LIFE will be the subject of a national 
conference cosponsored by Indiana-Purdue at Indianapolis and the 
Indianapolis Children's Museum. This conference, which will be held 
at the Children's Museum March 30-ApriI1, 1978, will bring together 
scholars, educators, professional child care workers, and interested 
I ay persons. The conference sessions will feature papers of some 20 
minutes length which will become the focus of wide-ranging dis
cussions of American Childhood in the past, present, an_d future. 
Persons interested in presenting such papers should write before 
December 1 to Professor Warren French, Director, Center for Ameri
can Studies, Indiana-Purdue at Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN 46202. 

The Department of History at the Citadel will host a conference on 
the "New South," April 20, 21, 22. The conference will feature ap
proximately ten panel sessions on aspects of Southern History since 
1877. Historians interested in presenting papers at the conference 
are encouraged to submittitles, brief outlines and vitas by October 1. 

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
The American Society of Church History has announced the es

tablishment of the Philip Schaff Prize. The prize is in the amount of 
$1 ,000 to be paid every other year to the author of the best book 
published in English, originating in the North American scholarly 
community, and presenting original research or interpretation in the 
history of Christianity. Books considered for this award must be 
published during the years 1977 or 1978, and be received on or 
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before December 31, 1978 by William B. Miller, Secretary, American 
Society of Church History, 305 East Country Club Lane, Wallingford, 
PA 19086, with return postage included. 

To expand and exploit the resources for the history of American 
Catholicism in the University of Notre Dame Library and Archives 
and to promote the study of American Catholicism, the University of 
Notre Dame is establishing an Archive/Center forthe Study of Amer
ican Catholicism. Under the auspices of this Archive/Center the Uni
versity will provide small Grants-in-Aid to assist scholars who wish 
to use the facilities and resources of the Notre Dame Library and 
Archive, in particular their collection of Catholic Americana. These 
grants are designed to defray the costs of travel for scholars who 
would benefit from short visits to the Library. In general, such grants 
will not exceed $400 to each scholar. The awards ofthe travel grants 
will be announced three times a year-on the first of June, Decem
ber, and March. Requests for travel grants must be submitted three 
weeks in advance of the respective announcement date. Further 
information and application forms may be obtained from the 
Archive/Center. Travel grants for the summer of 1977 were awarded 
to the following persons: James Hennesey, S.J., Boston College
Andover Newton (diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the 
United States, 1780-1870); Esther J. MacCarthy, Emmanuel College 
(war and peace as presented in the Catholic press, 1914-1970); 
Robert F. McNamara, St. Bernard's Seminary (the history and devel
opment of parish structures in the United States); and James W. 
Sanders, College of State Island of the City University of New York 
(urban education and American Catholics) . 

The Archive/Center, in conjunction with the Notre Dame Press, has 
also inaugurated a new publication series, the "Notre Dame Studies 
in American Catholicism." An annual competition will be held to 
select the best book-length manuscript for publ ication in th is series. 
To be eligible for publication, manuscripts must be pert inent to the 
study of the American Catholic experience, past or present. Unre
vised dissertations normally will not be considered. The series w ill 
have a social science emphasis and will not be limited to anyone 

--discipline in tAis area. The annual deadline for submitting manu
scripts is the first day of October. The announcement ofthe results of 
the competition will be made each year on February 1. The author of 
the manuscript selected for publication will receive a $500 award as 
an advance on future royalties. Those scholars interested in entering 
this competition should send one copy of their manuscript to: 
Archive/Center for the Study of American Catholicism, Memorial 
Library, Room 1109D, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, In
diana 46556. 

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars seeks to 
commemorate through its residential fellowship program of ad
vanced research and communication both the scholarly depth and 
the public concerns of Woodrow Wilson. It is located in the "castle" 
building on the mall in Washington, close to the Library of Congress, 
the National Archives and other research institutions. Eligibility is 
limited to the post-doctoral level. The program is residential in char
acter, and fellows are expected to devote full time to their research 
and writing. A fellowship normally extends from four months to a 
year in duration. Within certain limits established by the Board of 
Trustees, it is the Center's policy to enable each fellow to meet, but 
not to exceed, his or her income rate for the preceding year, on the 
principle that a fellowship should not involve financial loss or gain. 
The Center holds one round of competition per year. The deadline 
for receipt of applications in the annual cycle is October 1, and 
decisions on appointment normally will become available by early 
February of the following year. For information and application ma
terials contact: Woodrow Wilson Center, Smithsonian Institution 
Building, Room 321, Washington, D.C. 20560. 

The Rockefeller Foundation has announced a program of awards 
for 1978-1979 to support the production of works of humanistic 
scholarship intended to illuminate and assess the values of contem
porary civilization. The focus will be on the contemporary experi
ence and its dilemmas as well as on long-range, perennial, and 
universal human concerns. The fellowships will normally extend for 
one year. Awards will not be made for fellowship work occupying 
less time than half a year or for projects limited to one or more 
summers. It is expected that successful candidates will be able to 
devote full time to their projects during the period of the fellowship. 

If the applicant is associated with a tax exempt institution, the grant 
will ordinarily be made through that institution; successful appli
cants will be asked to provide a letter from the appropriate adminis
trative officer of such an institution indicating its willingness to 
administer the grant without overhead charges. If th"e applicant is 
unaffiliated or prefers to have the grant awarded directly, the grant 
may be self-administered. The ordinary grant will be of the mag
nitude of $10,000 to $15,000, and in most cases will not exceed 
$20,000. Grants may cover the cost of salary, travel, secretarial or 
research support, or research materials. First-stage proposals must 
be received by October 1, 1977, second-stage proposals, when re
quested, by December 15, 1977. Awards will be announced in March 
1978. For further information contact: Rockefeller Foundation 
Humanities Fellowships, The Rockefeller Foundation, 1133 Avenue 
of the Americas, New York, New York 10036. 

The Columbia Society of Fellows in the Humanities, with grants 
from the Andrew W. Mellon and the William R. Kenan Trust, will 
appoint a number of post-doctoral fellows in the humanities for the 
academic year 1978-1979. Fellows newly appointed for 1978-1979 
must have received the Ph.D. between January 1, 1976 and July 1, 
1978. Stipend $13,500--0ne half for independent research and one 
half for interdepartmental teaching, probably with modest addi
tional grants. Application forms can be obtained by writing to the 
Director, Room 803, International Affairs Building, Columbia Uni
versity, New York, NY 10027. Deadline for receipt of completed 
application forms is November 1, 1977. 

Through its awards program the National Trust for Historic Pres
ervation each year extends public recognition to significant 
achievement in historic preservation in the United States and its 
territories. The Trust invites the submission of nominations for 
awards in 1978. The deadline for submission is November 1, 1977. 
Five categories of awards recognize achievement at specific levels or 
in special areas. For add;tional information write the Nat ional Trust 
for Historic Preservation, Special Events Division, Awa rds Com mit
tee, 740-748 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. 

The National Historical Society is establishing a scholarship pro
gram for persons who have been out of school for at least f ive years 
and who now wish to begin and/or complete an undergraduate 
degree in history. An essay contest wil l be conducted to determine 
the winner of the f irst of these $1,000 sch olarships. Interested per
sons should write for information and instructions to SECOND 
CHANCE SCHOLARSHIP, National Historical Society, Box 1831 , Har
risburg, PA 17105. 

The Smithsonian Institution announces its programs of higher 
education and research training for 1978-1979 in the fields of Ameri
can History and Material Culture, Anthropology, History of Art, and 
the History of Science and Technology. Smithsonian Fellowships are 
awarded to support independent research in residence at the Smith
sonian Institution using the collections, facilities, and laboratories 
and pertaining to research interests of the Smithsonian research 
staff. Proposals for research may be offered in the fields in which the 
Institution has research strength . Research areas in
clude: American History and Material Culture: Political, military, 
and cultural history, including the resources of the Eisenhower Insti
tute for Historical Research, and the history of musical instruments; 
Anthropology: Archeology, ethnology, ethno-history, physical an
thropology, and carbon-14 dating; History of Art: American art, 
particularly of the 19th and 20th centuries, modern painting and 
sculpture, and Oriental art; and History of Science and Technology: 
History of mathematics, physical sciences, medicine and pharmacy, 
engineering, transportation, agriculture, air and space, and electrical 
technology, and the history of science in America. 

Smithsonian Fellowships, supported by a stipend of $10,000 per 
annum and research allowances, may be granted to postdoctoral 
scholars to pursue further training in research. Smithsonian Predoc
toral Fellowships, supported by a stipend of $5,000 per annum and 
research allowances, may be granted to doctoral candidates to con
duct research for their dissertations with the approval of their uni
versity department. Applications are due by January 15, 1978. In 
selecting individuals for participation in academic programs, the 
Smithsonian Institution does not discriminate on grounds of race, 
creed, color, sex, age or national origin of any applicant. For more 
information and application forms please write: Office of Academic 
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Studies, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560. Please 
indicate the particular area of proposed research and give the dates 
of degrees received or expected. 

The American Antiquarian Society will award in 1978-79 a number 
of research grants in two categories: long-term National Endow
ment for Humanities (NEH) Fellowships and short-term Fred Harris 
Daniels Fellowships. 

At least two NEH Fellowships will be awarded. The stipend and 
duration of each fellowship are negotiable up to a limit of $1 ,666 per 
month for six to twelve months' residence at the Society. They may 
not be awarded to degree candidates or for study leading to ad
vanced degrees; nor may they be granted to foreign nationals unless 
they have resided in the US for the preceding three years. Recipients 
must devote full time to their study and may not accept teaching 
assignments or undertake any other major activities while in resi
dence. Also, they may not hold other major fellowships except sab
baticals or grants from their own institutions. 

Four to six Fred Harris Daniels Fellowships will be awarded. The 
Fellowships vary in duration from one to three months. Stipends 
may vary in amount, according to a Fellow's needs, to a maximum of 
$1,800. The Fellowships, derived from the Society's Fred Harris 
Daniels Fund, are open to individuals engaged in scholarly research 
and writing, including foreign nationals and persons at work on 
doctoral dissertations. Because the purpose of the Daniels awards is 
to enable persons who might not otherwise be able to do so to travel 
to the Society, grants will be made only to those who reside more 
than fifty miles from Worcester, Massachusetts where the Society is 
located. 

The deadline for applications for both NEH and Daniels Fellow
ships is February 1,1978. It is the responsibility of the applicant to 
see that three letters of recommendation have also reached the 
Society by that date. For further information contact John B. Hench 
(617) 755-5221. 

Write for application forms to the Director, American Antiquarian 
Society, 185 Salisbury Street, Worcester, Massachusetts 01609. 

THE NATIONAL HUMANITIES CENTER 
The National Humanities Center has been created to encourage 

advanced studies in the humanities, to bring humanistic scholars 
together with scholars in other disciplines and with men of learning 
in various fields of professional activity, and to enhance the useful
ness and influence of the humanities in the American civic process. It 
is a response to the widely-felt need within the academic world to 
give the humanities renewed emphasis and visibility, and to the 
growing recognition within the country at large that the humanities 
offer resources not yet fully tapped for public enlightenment and the 
imaginative understanding of public issues. 

The Center will open in September 1978, in a new building spe
cially designed for its use in the Research Triangle Park, in the 
Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill area of North Carolina. The facilities of 
the libraries at Duke University, the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, and North Carolina State University will be available to 
its Fellows. 

The Center will accept approximately twenty-five Fellows in 1978. 
It expects to reach its full complement of approximately fifty Fellows 
in 1980. In general, the Center will provide stipends to Fellows that 
will match their normal academic income plus the expenses incident 
to moving tothe Center. In some cases, funds for research assistance 
may be available. Recipients of fellowships or other forms of finan
cial support from sources other than the Center are eligible to apply. 
The Center will assist Fellows and their families in finding suitable 
housing in the neighboring university communities. The normal 
term of a Fellowship will be nine months, from September through 
May, but a few short-term Fellowships will also be available. 

Fellowships for the period 1978-80 will be available in the follow
ing categories: (1) Fellowships for senior scholars pursuing individ
ual research; (2) Fellowships for scholars who have held their Ph.D.'s 
for not less than six years nor more than nine, and who are embark
ing on their first large-scale projects; (3) Fellowships for scholars 
whose work falls in one of the following general areas: Man and 
Nature; History and the History of Ideas; The Theory of Interpreta

tion; Ideals of Education; Human Rights, Liberty and Equality, Moral 
Theory and Democracy. The deadline for application is February 1, 
1978. Inquiries about the Center should be directed to: National 
Humanities Center, P.O. Box 12256, Research Triangle Park, North 
Carolina 27709. Telephone: (919) 549-0661. 

THE JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF SOCIOLOGY 
A new publication, the Journal of the History of Sociology, is 

calling for subscriptions and papers. Rates for the biannually issued 
journal are: $8 individual; $7 student; $13.50 institutions. Authors 
should use the ASR referencing format and submit three copies with 
a stamped self-addressed envelope and a self-addressed postcard. 
Send manuscripts and subscriptions to: Editor, Journal of the His
tory of Sociology, Department of Sociology, University of 
Massachusetts/Boston, Boston, MA 02125. 

THE LC TASK FORCE REPORT 
On January 16, 1976 the Librarian of Congress, Daniel J. Boorstin, 

created a Task Force on Goals, Organization and Planning to carry 
out a full-scale review ofthe Library and to recommend changes that 
wou Id improve the effectiveness and the efficiency of the institution. 
During the following year the Task Force under the chairmanship of 
John Y. Cole conducted a wide-ranging examination, soliciting sug
gestions from the Library's staff and from outside advisory groups 
concerning what the Library should be. 

On January 28, 1977 the Task Force presented its report to the 
Librarian. Boorstin noted in accepting the report that it had been 
nearly forty years since a similar study of the Library had been 
undertaken. Simultaneously, the Librarian established the Office of 
Planning and Development with Charles A. Goodrum as director to 
recommend actions needed to implement the improvements in the 
management and services of the Library suggested by the Task 
Force. 

A number of the Task Force recommendations are of interest to 
American historians. A recommendation that has already been im
plemented concerns the need to improve the Library's system of 
guidance for visiting scholars. A new Readers' Advisory Service will 
attemptto make skilled LC reference people available to library users 
at their point of entry. Assistance will be provided to be certain that 
the visitor is using the most appropriate collections, the proper 
reading room, or the most efficient retrieval tool before beginning 
efforts rather than after wasting time and becoming frustrated with 
the search for materials. 

The Task Force has also recommended that the Library enlarge its 
staff of area specialists to encompass all major regions of the world 
by establishing an American studies division, a European division, 
and an African division. Reasoning that the Library has a special 
obligation in the field of American studies, the Task Force argued 
"that the focus on American history and culture which an American 
studies division with an enlarged staff of Americanists and bibliog
raphers can achieve would help fill many embarrassing gaps in both 
our collection and service." Some existing Library activities would 
be incorporated into the proposed new division, such as the bibliog
raphers working on the Guide to the Study of the United States, the 
Local History and Genealogy Room staff, and the American Revolu
tion bibliographers. 

Of considerable interest to American historians are aspects of the 
recommendation that the Library provide strong leadership in 
developing a comprehensive national bibliographic system through 
exploitation of rapidly developing computer and telecommunica
tions technology. Identified as an illustration of the type of service 
desired was the National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections 
which, the Task Force indicated, should be drawn into the Library's 
computerized system. In general, the report urged the Library to 
review existing bibliographic services to discover gaps in coverage 
and then to encourage professional groups or commercial agencies 
to fill in these areas. When such efforts fail, the Task Force indicated 
that the Library should itself consider providing such services. The 
report then observed: "An obvious gap is the lack of a complete 
retrospective bibliography of American history and culture. We be
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lieve that th e creation of such a bibliography, while an enormous 
task, would be a most appropriate undertaking for the Library of 
Congress." 

In addition to acting upon the recommendations ofthe Task Force, 
the Planning Office is involved in what Goodrum has characterized 
as the " Why don't they ever do anything about ... ?" questions. 
Traditionally operating in the crosspulls of its three aud iences- the 
Congressional , scholarly, and library worlds-the Library is making 
a new effort to face some of the cosmic frustrations experienced by 
all users of the LC, including historians. 

NUCMC AND THE NHPRC DIRECTORY 
Two tools essential to thorough research in the unpublished 

sources of history need the assistance of historians. One is the 
Library of Congress publication, The National Union Catalog of 
Manuscript Collections. When NUCMC began, American manuscript 
repositories were believed to be holding approximately 30,000 col
lections and to be acquiring an additional 2,000 collections each 
year. Volumes of NUCMC for 1959 through 1975 have now appeared, 
containing catalog descriptions of 35,500 collections. Already these 
volumes have become indispensible research aids. But ifthe original 
estimate of the number of collections in repositories is correct and if 
the annual rate of additions has been atthe anticipated level, almost 
as many collections are undescribed in NUCMC now as were unde
scribed when it began. 

The other research tool needing help from historians is the " Di
rectory of Archives and Manuscript Repositori es" being compiled by 
the National Historical Publications and Records Commission as the 
initial stage in the creation of a national data base of information 
about archives and manuscripts. Requests for information have 
been sent to approximately 11,000 reposito ries that might have 
holdings. Less than 3,000 have responded affirmatively and supplied 
the requested information. The first edition of the di rectory will be 
published in 1978 on the basis of information received as of June 1, 
1977. The present hope is that subsequent ed it ions, appearing 
possibly at three-year intervals, w i ll list a much larger number of 
repositories. The directory will list the names and addresses of 
repositories, show their hours of service, briefly describe the nature 
of their holdings, and identify publications containing information 
about their collections. 

Historians can assist in the effort to expand the coverage of 
NUCMC and the NHPRC directory merely by taking advantage of 
their position as the major clientele of most archival and manuscript 
repositories. Whenever historians visit a repository to perform re
search, they can make inquiries about the extent to which the re
pository is cooperating with these two basic tools for locating the 
unpublished primary sources of history. 

Some repositories may be so hard-pressed fortimethat contribut
ing to NUCMC and the HNPRC directory may seem to them to be 
beyond their resources. Others may be able and willing to contribute 
if historians impress upon them the importance of such research 
tools. Still others may need information about how to contribute. 

Repositories that want information about the NUCMC program 
may write to the Manscripts Section, Descriptive Cataloging Divi
sion, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540. Those needing 
forms and instructions for listing themselves in the NHPRC directory 
may write to The Guide Project, National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission, National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20408. 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY ON THE SENATE 
The Senate Historical Office announces publication of The United 

States Senate: A Historical Bibliography. This compilation of cita
tions to 1,000 books, articles, and dissertations about the Senate is 
designed to serve as a guide for both the general reader and the 
scholarly specialist. It is available from the U.S. Senate Historical 
Office, Office of the Senate Secretary, Washington, D.C. 20510 

EARLY OHIO POLITICAL LEADERS 
The Papers of Thirteen Early Ohio Political Leaders . .. An Inven

tory to the 1976-77 Microfilm Editions has been published by the 
Ohio Historical Society. Included in this inventory are the manuscript 
collections of Ethan Allen Brown, Charles Hammond, Samuel Hunt
ington, Thomas Kirker, Othniel Looker, Return J . Meigs, Jr. , 
Jeremiah Morrow, Arthur St. Clair, Winthrop Sargent, Edward Tiffin, 
Allen Trimble, Micajah T. Williams, and Thomas Worthington along 
with two executive letterbooks-Letters From the Executive of Ohio 
and Ohio Governors' Letters-and one executive journal-the 
Northwest Territory Transcripts. This 224-page inventory, which in
cludes sixteen illustrations and subject and correspondence indices, 
costs $15 with a 20 percent discount for schools and libraries. (The 
guide is free with the purchase of twenty-two or more EOPL micro
film rolls .) Orders should be sent to the OHS Sales Department, Ohio 
Historical Center, Columbus, OH 43221 . 

INDIANA UNIVERSITY ORAL HISTORY PROJECTS 
A thirty-page Guide to Indiana University Oral History Research 

Project and Related Studies is availabl e for $1.00 by writing to the 
Indiana University Bookstore, 228 W. Dodds, Bloomington, Indiana 
47401. The Oral History Research Project's collection includes biog
raphies of public figures, Indiana community histories, politics, and 
other significant areas of recent Indiana history. Other oral history
related collections in the guide include the Indiana University East 
collection, the Institute for Sex Research , Workshop in Political 
Theory & Policy Analysis, African Studies, Archives of Traditional 
Music, the Indiana Univers ity Fo lklo re Archives, and the School of 
Business. 

MARINE CORPS HISTORICAL CENTER 
The Marine Corps Historical Center in the Washington Navy Yard 

was opened on May 12. The Center is the new home of the Marine 
Corps History and Museums Division and provides service to histo
rians researchi ng vi rtually any aspects of the Marine Corps' history. 
The Center mainta ins the Corps' archives, records, military art and 
music, and a large portion of the material heritage. Additionally, the 
Center possesses the most complete Marine Corps-oriented history 
in the world. Forfurther information, cal l Major D. N. Buckner at (202) 
433-3838. 

RESOURCES OF AMERICAN MUSIC HISTORY 
The Resources of American Music History project was established 

in the autumn of 1976 at the University of Illino is in Urbana
Champaign, with the support of a three-year grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. The project will provide scholars 
and performers with a guide to source materials of Ameri can music 
from Colonial times through World War II. It wil l cover sheet music 
and song books, manuscripts and performance libraries, instruction 
books, recordings, concert programs, literary writings about music, 
official documents of organizations, and the correspondence and 
memorabilia of musicians. An extensive field work program will 
survey known materials in institutional and private libraries, histori
cal societies and institutional archives, and will search for new ma
terials. The reference book should be ready for publication during 
the summer of 1979. 

The project needs advice, suggestions and leads from all sources, 
not only from specialists who work with American music bibliogra
phy, but also from musicologists, archivists, librarians, performers, 
Americanists and local history buffs. For further information, con
tact : 

Resources of American Music History 
Music Building 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, IL 61801 
(telephone : 217-333-0183) 
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MUSEUM OF OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE 
The Museum of Our National Heritage celebrated its second birth 

day on April 20th. An educational institution devoted to exhibits on 
American history, the Museum was built and is supported through 
the contributions of Scottish Rite Freemasons. Located at 33 Marrett 
Road , Route 2-A in Lexington, Massachusetts, the Museum is open 
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays, noon to 
5:30 p.m. Admission to all exhibits and programs is free. 

WOMEN IN THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD 
An exhibition, n . . . Remember the Ladies . . . n: Women in Amer

ica, 1750- 1815, has been presented in several locations. Jointly 
sponsored by Clairol and Philip Morris, Inc., with additional funding 
from the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endow
ment for the Humanities, the exhibition derives its title from a letter 
Abigail Adams wrote to her husband John as he and others were in 
the midst offormulating the laws ofthe new nation : n • .• 1desire that 
you remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to 
them than your ancestors." The exhibition illuminates the lives of 
American women of the Revolutionary period, documenting their 
lives with portraits, artifacts , engravings, pr inted materials, 
craftwork, period costumes and furnishings. The exhibition was 
organized by Conover Hunt, former Director of the DAR Museum in 
Washington, D.C. , working closely with Professor Linda Grant De
Pauw of George Washington University, under the auspices of The 
Pilgrim Society, Plymouth, MA. The National Director is Mabel Bran
don. An illustrated catalogue of the exhibition has been published by 
Viking Press. The soft-bound edition may be obtained by sending 
check or money order for $8.50 to The Pilgrim Society - Catalogue, 75 
Court St., Plymouth, MA 02360. Massachusetts residents add $.40 
sales tax. 

EXHIBIT ON IMMIGRATION 
The National Park Service has announced that an exhibit on im

migration is available from the Statue of Liberty National Monu
ment. The exhibit is titled 'Yearning to Breathe Free ': Immigrants in 
Search of the American Dream. A display of twenty-three mounted 
photographs, the exhibit is a portrait of immigrant life on Ellis Island 
in the early decades of the 20th century. The traveling exhibit is 
available for loan free of charge to educational and other institutions. 
The twenty-five panel exhibit includes a title and label panel each 
measuring 30"h x 24"w. Photographic panel measurements include 

/	 three at 30"h x 24"w, two 24"h x 30"w, thirteen 16"h x 20"w, and five 
20"h x 16"w . All panels are of light-weight aluminum ready for hang
ing. Requiring eighty running feet of wailspace, the exhibit is packed 
in one shipping crate measuring 33" x 28" x 15" and weighing approx
imately 150 Ibs. Inquiries may be directed to the attention of the 
Museum Curator, Statue of Liberty National Monument, Liberty Is
land, New York, N.V: 10004. Telephone 212-732-1236. 

AN INSTITUTE FOR KIBBUTZ STUDIES 
In memory of the late Yitzhak Tabenkin, one of the leaders of the 

Israeli labor and kibbutz movements, the Kibbutz Ha'meuchad Fed
eration has founded the Yitzhak Tabenkin Institute for Kibbutz 
Studies. The aim of the institute is to further the systematic study of 
the kibbutz and communal societies. For this purpose, a special 
library and archive has been established, advanced and graduate 
courses are being held in conjunction with Tel Aviv University and 
local and international symposia and seminars will be held. The 
Institute is now engaged in creating two-way exchanges of ideas and 
materials with interested parties throughout the world and would 
appreciate any inquiries or contacts. The address is P'O.B. 16040, Tel 

DOCUMENTS ON EARLY 

RUSSIAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS 


As a result of a cultural agreement between the United States and 
the Soviet Union in 1973 (renewed in 1976), American and Soviet 
scholars are working on the publication of a volume of documents 
entitled Development of Russian-American Relations, 1765-1815. 
The volum e will contain annotated materials from both American 
and Soviet archives and libraries. The editors and compilers of the 
volume on the US side are associated with the National Archives and 
Records Service, the Department of State, and the Kennan Institute 
for Advanced Russian Studies of the Woodrow Wilson Center; on the 
Soviet side, with the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Institute of 
World History of the USSR Academy of Sciences, and the Main 
Archival Administration of the USSR Council of Min isters. The 
editors on both sides have agreed to adhere to generally recognized 
standards of historical research, to publish the full record based on 
scholarly objectivity, and to formulate procedures necessary to 
harmonize access rules so that scholars may enjoy free access to 
documentation. The US editors would appreciate any information 
on the location of unpublished materials pertaining to Russian
American relations, 1765-1815, which could be included in the forth
coming volume. Please contact Dr. Milton O. Gustafson, Chief, Di
plomatic Branch, National Archives and Records Service, Washing
ton, DC 20408. 

NON-TEACHING CAREERS 
A brochure, Non- Teaching Jobs for Historians, produced by the ad 

hoc Committee on Non-Teaching Opportunities for Historians, and 
mailed to the OAH membership, generated an avalanche of requests 
from history departments, career counselors, and others for quantity 
supplies. Brochures may now be ordered in any quantity desired 
f rom the Executive Secretary's office. There is a small charge on 
quanti ty o rders of f ive cents per copy to cover printing and mailing 
costs, and remittance shou ld accompany each order. Requests for a 
single copy are mailed free. 

THE FIFTY YEAR INDEX 
Copies of the Fifty Year Index to the Mississippi Valley Historical 

Review (1914-1964) are available. The volume is priced at $25 for 
individuals and $35 for institutions. Purchasers may send orders 
directly to the Organization of American Historians, 112 North Bryan 
Street, Bloomington, Indiana 47401. 

ROSTER OF HISTORIANS OF WOMEN 
The Organization has published aRoster ofHistorians of Women, a 

compilation of the names and credentials of more than 130 scholars 
who teach and write about the history of women in America . Orga
nized geographically by state and alphabetically by surname within 
each state, the roster provides for each historian listed an address, 
institutional affiliation and rank, degrees and dates, dissertation 
topic, area of specialization, and pUblications. The criteria for inclu
sion are teaching experience in women's history and/or publications 
in the field. Graduate students writing dissertations in women's 
hist.ory are also included. For each copy please send $1 .50 with your 
name and address to: Organization of American Historians, 112 
North Bryan Street, Bloomington, Indiana 47401. 

BACK ISSUES AND BINDERS 
Back issues of the JAH, Volume 51 , No. 2 (September 1964) 

through Volume 59, No.4 (March 1973) are available at $2. Copies 
will be mailed postpaid upon receipt at the Office of the Executive 
Secretary of $2 for each copy ordered plus an additional 50 cents 
each for overseas mailing. With the exception of Volume 56, No.1 
(June 1969) all issues are available. Issues published since March 

Aviv 52955, Israel. 	 13 1973 may be ordered at $4 each. 



Binders may also be obtained for $3 each . A standard binder holds 
one volume of four issues, although it has been necessary to stock 
larger binders to accommodate Volumes 60 and 61. These are avail
able at the same price, although orders shou Id specify the larger size. 
Orders for back issues and binders should be directed to the Organi
zation of American Historians, 112 North Bryan Street, Bloomington, 
Indiana 47401. 

REVIEWERS FOR JAH 
The Journal of American History is interested in receiving infor

mation on prospective book reviewers. Anyone who wishes to have 
his or her name included on the reviewer list (or update old informa
tion) should send to the JAH (Ballantine Hall, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN 47401) the following information on a 5" x 8" card: 
name, address, university and date of degree, title of dissertation, 
areas of specialty, publications, languages, and, if employed, em
ployer. 

DELAYS IN PUBLICATION 
As a consequence of a strike at the George Banta Company which 

prints the Journal of American History, printing and binding of the 
June issue were delayed. The Newsletter has been delayed due to 
mechanical breakdown atthe printers. We regret the late mailings of 
these publications. 
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