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~istoryoverthe~ars~~~~~~~~ 

A Federal 
Historian's 
Happy Lot 

Wayne D. Rasmussen 

Without a typical Washington snowstorm, l 
might never have become a federal historian. 
ln 1940 my wife and I helped a neighbor 
push his car out of a snowdrift in our 
neighborhood during one of those storms for 
which the city is never prepared. At the 
time l was working in the Department of 
Agriculture as a records manager. My 
neighbor worked in the Bureau of Agricul
tural Economics, as it was then called, and 
it had a history section . As a result of this 
snowy meeting, my neighbor asked me to 
transfer to that section, and I found what I 
consider to be the most interesting job in 
the world . "Federal historian" might sound 
dull to some, but it certainly need not be 
so. 

The federal historian's life can be reward
ing, and it has been so for me. The major 
drawback is the threat of one's job being 
eliminated. My job was threatened a number 
of times over the years, not usually because 
of anything I had or had not done, but 
simply because a new Assistant Secretary for 
Administration or a new Division Director 
had no idea what we did nor why we did it 

The United States Department of Agriculture 

and was looking for a way to cut staff. 
Similarly, whether a job is basically interest
ing or dull often is a matter of chance. 
Nevertheless, federal historians can do many 
things both to enliven their jobs and insure 
they are not eliminated in the next round of 
budget cuts. 

One way to increase job opportunity is to 
become active in scholarly societies. For 
federal historians this particularly means the 
Society for History in the Federal Govern
ment. I know persons who have gotten jobs 
or transferred to better ones because of 
their activity in the Society. lt makes good 
sense for a manager trying to fill a job to 
think of persons who have demonstrated 
professional interest and ability through the 

Courtesy USDA 

Society. Of course, the manager must and 
should go through regular federal personnel 
procedures, but as a former manager I know 
that working through prescribed procedures 
does not always turn up viable candidates. 

Federal historians also have an opportunity 
to work with other historians interested in 
their fields. These interchanges are helpful 
to the people concerned and to the fields. 
Over the past two decades the Agricultural 
History Branch worked with the Agricultural 
History Society and various universities in 
sponsoring 14 symposiums on major aspects 
of agricultural history. The papers present
ed were published as special issues of Agri
cultural History. The Department of Agri
culture helped finance the symposiums and 
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special issues, thus offering an opportun-
ity for as rna n y as 25 h istor ia ns, most I y 
from academia, to present papers and have 
them published. This program is continu
ing, with a 1988 symposium on "Climate, Ag
riculture and History" to be held at the 
University of Maine. Working with academic 
historians in developing these symposiums 
was one of the pleasures of my job. 

An interesting job is likely to be more 
secure than a dull one simply because a 
person will put more effort into it. The 
young historian is sometimes disappointed 
when assigned to do a bibliography or such 
"dog work" as searching the archives or 
abstracting publications for a senior his
torian. Still, such work may provide an 
opportunity to become the junior author of 
a publication or to do original work in the 
same area from a different angle. If the 
branch chief is working on the history of 
the economic impact of biogenetics in agri
culture, the young historian might suggest 
doing something on biogenetics' social im
pact. With persistence and involvement in 
the subject, a federal historian has poten
tial for interesting work. 

Despite persistence, however, chance can 
occasionally threaten to abolish jobs. 
Some two years ago, my job was written up 
in the Washington Post in a way that 
should have helped agency historians. The 
reporter was enterprising enough to get 
from the Office of Personnel Management a 
tabulat·ion of the number of jobs classified 
as "histo r y" in several agencies. This led 
~ :e ongressional assistant to start a cam
paign to .reduce the number of histor y jobs 
in some agencies. As a result, tremendous 
effort was necessar.y on th e part of several 
people to jl.!stify a nd exp la in t hei r jobs. 
effort that' could have been better spent in 
resea rch. , Indeed, some jobs were a bot ish
ed, _but this ,was a matter of unfortunate 
chance. 

·S~;~ch chance aside, the federal historian 
must become indispensa bl e to his agenc y. 
No one is really indispensable, of course, 
but one must try to( con vince top officials 
that he is! This means that the historian 
must be willing to do some work in applied 
histor y as well as in pure research . To 
the federal historian, applied histor y 
means bringing historical perspecti ve to 
bear on current problems and acting as the 
institutional memory for an agency . Nei
ther of these activities conflicts with 
accepted standards of historical research. 

Applied histor y makes histor y useful , 
something which some academic historians 
denounce. Federal historians must be will
ing to go beyond traditional history and do 
work that has an immediate impact and 
value. For example, Congressmen and Sena-

. tors from both political parties used a 
•· factual history of farm price support leg-
·.· islation from I 933 to I 984 written in Agri
:, culture's Histor y Office. It provided an 
accepted base from which to go forward with 

~- proposals and debates. It brought histori-
~: cal perspective to bear on current prob-
dems. · 
~ I am constantly surprised, although I 
should not be, at how short the institu
tional memory is for such an agency as the 

1Departmei1t of Agriculture. A historian 
performs a tremendous service by providing 

l~ quick and accurate answers to such ques
' tions as: who served longest as Secretary 
of Agriculture, was the South Agriculture 
Building actually built from plans for a 
federal penitentiary, when did C. V. Riley 
serve as the Department's entomologist, and 
was there really a Communist cell in the 
Department during the 1930s? Providing 
quick and accurate answers to such rela
tively simple question- aves others many 
hours of research and gives the federal 

historian, perhaps undeservedly ; a reputa
tion for brilliance. 

As people come to rely more and more on 
the information that is readily available 
through some electronic device or other, 
the place of the historian may become even 
more important. About a year ago a nev.:s
paper reporter called and said that she 
needed some data on a particular commodity 
going all the way back to the Sixties. I 
asked whether she meant the 1860s or the 
1960s. When she said the 1960s, I rep I ied 
that I would be glad to give her the mater
ial I had, but that she might want to check 
it with the particular commodity specialist 
in case there had been any recent revi
sions. The repo _ ter replied that she had 

Federal historians must be 
willing to go beyond traditional 
history and do work that has an 
immediate impact and value. 

already done so and the commodity special
ist had said that there was nothing in the 
computer for the years before 1969, so he 
did not ha ve an y data he could reall y 
trust. Of course that material was readil y 
available i·n "the anAual printed volumes of 
Agricultural Statistics, something to my 
mind more trustworthy than a series in a 
computer. 

Quick answers are possible because of a 
continuing research program into the his
tory of a Department and its agencies. 
Such research should also result in books, 
even though in-house books are sometimes 
sco rn ed b y academics. Although books b y 
federal historians have won some of t he 
prestigious prizes offered in the profes-
sion , there are sometimes reasons for such 
scorn. A federal historian may be pres
sured to put a certain light on some mat
ters and to brush over others. It is dan
gerous for an y historian to ascribe motiva
tion and particularl y so for a federal his
torian dealing with modern times. One wa y 
to handle the problem is to write the most 
accurate historical account possible, leav-
ing political judgments for others. Even 
then there ma y be problems where the his
torian will need the full support of his 
director, administrator or Secretary. 

Federal historians can do many 
things both to enliven their 
jobs and insure they are not 
eliminated in the next round of 
budget cuts. 

In ti1e early I 960s, my Agricultural His
tory Branch completed a book on the first 
one hundred years of the Department of Ag
riculture. It was a rather straight-for-
ward , unexciting account of organization 
and programs. However, it did discuss ac
tivities of a recent bureau chief who had 
aroused the wrath of a Congressman by his 
emphasis upon particula1· programs. The 
Congressman was chairman of the Appropria
tions Subcommittee for Agriculture. He 
denounced the book and its authors, sa y ing 
that a sound history of the Department 
would not even mention that bureau chief's 
name. Fortunately, though, we had the 
backing of our Administrator and an Assis
tant Secretary of Agriculture who convinced 
the Secretary that the book should be pub
lished. I must admit that my career as a 
federal historian came close to ending. 
When the history staff survived this at-
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tack, we became almost invulnerable. The 
book, Century of Senice, has become a 
highly-prized reference volume within the 
Department and helps us gi ve quick answers 
to hard questions. 

Once in a while, problems can arise from 
the most unexpected sources. I published 
an article in a Year/wok. of Agriculture in 
which I remarked that civilization began 
about 10,000 years ago when someone tamed 
the first animal and planted the first 
seed . Hardly had the book appeared when a 
professor of anthropology wrote to the Sec
retar y of Agriculture asking that I be dis
missed as incompetent. I wa s suggesting 
that agriculture had improved the lot of 
mankind instead of telling the truth that 
before agriculture, people li ved fulfilled 
lives in harmon y with natu re as the y wan
dered o ver the land enjo ying the bounties 
of nature. The same article drew an even 
stronger response from a minister in the 
midwest. My statement was blasphemy, the 
book should be burned in a great fire on 
the Mall , and I should be publicl y repri
manded and fired. Ten thousand years was 
totally different from the time when God 
gave man a fully-developed agriculture. 
The minister had studied the original 
Hebrew and knew that w hen God wrote of the 
original Creation, He meant da ys of exactl y 
24 -hours each. Both letters created some 
amusement in the Department. I was not 
fired. 

Of course some histories or historical 
papers are never published because they are 
written to provide background information 
in connection with a current problem. In 
1979 some farmers threatened to invade 
Washington with a tractorcade and hold back 
food fr om the market until certain price 
leveJs we re reac hed . So me officia ls in the 
Department urged that the National Guard be 
called out. The history office wrote a •, 
short , pointed paper on farmer s' strikes 
and protest movements that showed farmer s 
had never been effective in withholding 
products from market and there wa s no re a 
son to believe that they could then. The 
Secretary's office studied and circulated 
the paper. The decision was reached not to 
call out the Guard but to discuss with the 
farmers their problems on economic terms. 

Historians are often asked for background 
papers when reorganizations of the Depart
ment or a particular agency are being con
sidered . Some years ago we were asked to 
prepare a stud y of the administration of 
economic research in the Department for the 
use of the administrator in planning a re
organization. We were asked to be specific 
about political and other problems and to 
assess the effectiveness of the different 
administrators. The administrator began 
circulating copies, as is often done in 
Washington, and finally decided that the 
paper should be published . It was, includ
ing the conclusion that in spite of the . 
position of the administrator being covered 
b y civil service, no administrator had ever 
survived a change of political parties in 
the White House. Since then I have had to 
assure every administrator that history 
does not repeat itself and that our conclu
sion does not apply to him. Oddly enough, 
though, some fifteen years later, no admin
istrator has survived a change in political 
leadership. 

These quick questions and short staff 
papers always have an immediate deadline. 
Federal historians cannot afford the almost 
limitless time academics can give to their 
research. If the answer is needed within 
the hour, we do as much research as we can; 
but .we still have' our best answer within 
that hour. Such requests make the job 

See "Federal Historian" page 20 
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The Decline of 
the Historical 

Profession 
Theodore S. Hamerow 

For a historian to talk about the dimin
ishing importance of his discipline may seem 
not only morose or. alarmist but faintly dis
loyaL It is perhaps to be expected that 
philistines and mone ygrubbers will maintain 
that the past has become largel y irrelevant 
to the central concerns of contemporary life. 
But a scholar in the field, someone with 
pretensions to culture and education, should 
display greater confidence in the enduring 
significance of historical learning. Why not 
dwell rather on the exciting new discoveries 
being made about the collective experience 
of our society, the new specialties emerging 
in the study of history, the new methodolo
gies, new perspectives and new insights? T o 
be a believer or a partisan or e ven a booster 
is surely better than pla ying the prophet 6f 
gloom and doom. 

And yet there are unmistakable signs of a 
decline of the historical profess ion in Amer
ica , signs which cannot be dismissed as 
passing aberrations. If it is the historian's 
duty to look unflinchingly at the realities of 
the past, however disagreeable, should he 
not regard those of the present with the 
same dispassionate objectivity? A searching 
look at the discipline today is bound to 
arouse an uneasy feeling that history is 
indeed going through a period of crisis. The 
most obvious symptom, though not the most 
important, is the sharp drop in student en
rollments during the 1970s and 1980s, a drop 
which has led in turn to a drastic curtail
ment of employment opportunities for his
torians. The profession has become increas
ingly rigidified, it has become sclerotic and 
middle-aged, inflexible and top-heavy. 

There are those, to be sure, who argue 
that the situation is finally beginning to 
improve. The decline in enrollments seems 
to have come to an end; there may even be 
a slight upturn. The job market is better 
than it has been in years, especially in the 
newer and more esoteric specialties. In 
some schools there is even talk about re
turning to a "core curriculum," in which 
historical study will regain the central posi
tion it had once occupied among the course 
offerings of American institutions of learn
ing. 

Still, it may be a little too early for re
joicing. Although the number of students 
taking courses in history has stabilized, it is 
not likely to increase substantially. Job 
openings are becoming more frequent, but 
supply continues to exceed demand, and an 
entire cohort of young historians forced to 
find employment elsewhere has been lost to 
the profession for good. As for the chances 
of a return to a history requirement in the 
college curriculum, the social-science dis
ciplines which have been so successfully 
competing for the favor of undergraduates 

c2~ e ~no~~~~ ~e.sce:..j~th<;..iJ:_ _ri.~.ga.= .-

Robert Laurant, "Veritas Felia Temporis" 

tion to a subordinate position. lt would 
simply be unrealistic to expect historical 
learning to regain the prominence among 
course offerings which it enjoyed a genera
tion or two ago. Rather, the more modest 
circumstances of recent years seem to be 
here to stay. 

It would simply be unrealistic 
to expect historical learning to 
regain the prominence ... it 
enjoyed a generation or two ago. 

But the decline in the appeal and prestige 
of the discipline is only the outer manifesta
tion of an inner crisis. It reflects more 
than a temporary shift in intellectual tastes 
and fashions . It represents rather a fun
damental change in common assumptions re
garding the relevance of collecti ve memory 
to the life of the community. The central 
role of history in higher education had been 
traditionally based on a faith that knowledge 
of the past could provide guidance to the 
future . People quoted and requoted George 
Santayana's warning, which soon turned into 
a platitude, that "those who cannot remem
ber the past are condemned to repeat it." 
Only by studying what had happened would 
we be able to deal effectively with what will 
happen . But this belief in history as oracle, 
a belief which historians did little to dis
courage, gradually began to erode. Especial
ly after the Second World War other disci
plines--economics, sociology, psychology, and 
political science--came to play the role of 
prophet. And as these younger, more vigor
ous competitors forged ahead in the race for 
funds and students, the importance of his
tory in higher education diminished. 

Sensing their loss of mastery , historians 
began to search for ways of revitalizing the 
field, of giving it greater meaning and rele
vance in a changing society . There v,:ere 
attempts to apply experimental, innovative 
techniques and methodologies to the study of 
the past--cliometrics, psychohistory and 
social-science history, for example--tech
niques borrowed from the more successful 
rival disciplines. There were also efforts to 
find new, exciting specialties and subspecial
ties which would appeal to the changing 
tastes of the world of learning. Instead of 
dealing with kings, statesmen, politicians and 
soldiers, scholars began to study "history 
from below," to look at workers, peasants, 
women, blacks, immigrants, native Americans 
and Hispanic Americans. Finally, historians 
.broadened the geographical scope of their 
discipline, moving beyond the study of West
ern societies to the rich cultures and civili
zatioJl.S.-OLw.h t had previously been dismis-

~_._ .. ~;. • -~ '-.- A .... _ _ - - -·· 
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(1959), Indiana University, Bloomington. 

sed as "the colonial world." In other words, 
the focus of historical learning shifted dra
matically from the wielders to the victims of 
power, from the strong to the weak, from 
the affluent to the impoverished. 

Most important, the crisis in historical 
learning accelerated from the professional
ization of the discipline, that is, its trans
formation from a field of study pursued by 
people from a variety of backgrounds and 
employments into an occupation requiring 
formal preparation and exclusive commitment. 
As history became institutionalized and bu
reaucratized, as it became part of a system 
of higher education, the quality of training 
and the level of skill of its practitioners 
undoubtedly improved. But the discipline 
also became independent of the broad read
ing public on whose favor it had depended 
for more than two thousand years. The 
amateur historian, motivated simply by love 
for the subject, was largely displaced by the 
professional for whom history was a source 
of livelihood as well. The result has been a 
more rigorous standard of performance, but 
also a loss of the breadth of experience and 
sharpness of insight which the free-lance 
scholars often brought to the field. This 
tendency has been intensified by the decline 
of the historical profession since the Second 
World War. Facing the assault of the more 
successfully competing disciplines, historians 
have sought security behind the ramparts of 
reconditeness and esoteric ism. Sheltered by 
the walls of the college campus, freed from 
the need to compete in the literary marKet-

place, they now hope to be able to ride out 
in safetv the storm which is raging outside. 

But tl;is kind of safety exacts a heavy 
price. By becoming organized and system
atized, by becoming a profession, history was 
removed from the central concerns of the 
community which had traditionally shaped its 
development. The sense of spontaneity and 
exuberance, of excitement and discovery 
which the amateurs had brought to the dis
cipline was replaced by a dispassion and 
abstruseness more suited to the cloistered 
study than the hurly-burly of everyday life. 
The field has been divided and subdivided 
into academic feudal baronies, each jealously 
protected by its guardians against outsiders. 
Historians now write for other historians 
rather than for a broad reading public. 
Indeed, those who still try to make the 

· findings of historical scholarship generally 
accessible run the risk of being labeled 
dilettantes, popularizers or storytellers. 
Professionalization has thus helped transform 
history into an academic discipline, still 
taught in every self-respecting institution of 
higher learning, but increasingly remote from 
the brawling, clamorous world beyond the 
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OAH Call For Papers, 1989 
The Program Committee for the 1989 

meeting in St. Louis invites proposals 
for sessions, papers, workshops, panel 
discussions, and other contributions. 
Proposals for full sessions are especially 
welcome. Each contribution should be 
described in a two-page summary that 
indicates its thesis and signif ica nee, and 
a vita should be provided for each par
ticipant. Proposers of full sessions 
should strive for broad demographic 
representation among participants. All 
participants must register and must be 
members of the OAH unless their field 
of specialization is not U.S. history. 

The Committee has chosen the gen
eral program theme of "Consciousness 
and Society," and solicits with special 
interest proposals that address the issue 
of linking intellectual, cultural, and 

social history. Moreover, since 1989 will 
be the bicentennial of the French Revo
lution , we welcome proposals on the sig
nificance of the revolutionary tradition 
for American history. Likewise, 1989 is 
the 75th anniversary of the outbreak of 
World War I, the 50th of the outbreak 
of World War II, and the 25th of the 
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: we invite 
panels that address the full cultural 
meaning of war in the 20th century. 
Proposals in other areas, including the 
theoretical challenges confronting his
torians, are of course also encouraged. 

Deadline for proposals is March .L. 
1988, but early submissions will be ap
preciated. Send two copies of the pro
posal to Richard Fox, Program Chairman, 
Department of History, Reed College, 
Portland, OR 97202. 

Policy for Non-Profit Tables at OAH 
Annual Meeting ____________ _ 

The OAH Executive Board has established 
a new policy regarding free table space at 
the Organization's Annual Meeting . Any 
small non-profit organization of historians 
(defined by the OAH Executive Board as 
having less than one thousand members) may 
establish, without cost, a table at a con
venient, public place to be determined by 
the convention manager. Table requests will 
be accepted on a first-come , fir st-serve 
basis, depending on space available in any 
given year. At this table, the organization 
will be permitted to distribute materials, 
solicit members and subscriptions, and sell 

journals and other products of the organiza
tion to promote its activities. Such organ
izations must notify the OAH convention 
manager of their desire to establish a table 
two months prior to the annual meeting. 
Table space will not be allocated at the time 
of the meeting. The deadline for the 1988 
annual meeting is January 24, 1987. Written 
requests should include the organization's 
tax exempt number (or other proof of non
profit status) and a statement of the organi
zation's size. Correspondence should be 
directed to OAH Convention Manager, OAH, 
112 N . Bryan St., Bloomington, IN 47401. 

A New Resource 

LEGACIES: An audio introduction to the 
history of women and the 

family in America 
1607-1870 

18 half-hour audio programs 
produced by award-winning 
team of Jay All ison and 
Christina Egloff. 

THE LEGACIES BOOK, com
panion volume to the audio ser
ies, written by Elizabeth H. 
Pleck and Ellen K. Rothman 
with Paula S. Shields. 

THE TEACHER'S GUIDE for 
instructors using LEGACIES as 
a complete course or to sup
plement courses in Women's 
Studies, U.S. History, American 
Studies. Sociology, Women's 
History, or Family History. 

Prices: The complete package 
includes 18 half-hour audio pro
grams on 9 cassettes, the book 
and the guide: $50.00; Audio
cassettes only: $29.95; THE 
LEGACIES BOOK: $14.95. 
The audiocassettes come with 
unlimited duplication rights. 

LEGACIES is produced by the Public Media Foundation in cooperation with the Wellesley College 
Center for Research on Women. Funding provided by The Annenberg/CPB Project. 

For more information write to: The Annenberg/CPB Project, 1111 16th St. N.W. , Washington, D.C. 
20036 or call 202-955-5251. 

r----------------------------------------------------------------------, 
Please send me more information on LEGACIES. 

Name ________________________________________________ ___ 

Address _______________________________________________ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

City State Zip : 
· "I • ~ If:' I'll) I • · · '" ") rt rl (] I. 

·~ ~-L--~~-~~~~~~~~--~~---------------------------------------------------J 

Harvard University 

CHARLES WARREN CENTER 
for Studies in American History 

FELLOWSHIPS 
1988-89 

The Charles Warren Center will make a number of awards for 1988-89 
to scholars of American history, broadly defined, who are involved in some 
stage of a major research project and for whom location at Harvard or in the 
Boston area would be particularly useful. Scholars of American history who 
are not citizens of the United States are eligible. Fellows must not be degree 
candidates at any institution, and applicants should have, or expect to receive 
no later than June 1988, a Ph.D. or equivalent degree. Preference will be 
given to scholars who have received their Ph.D. degree or have otherwise 
completed their professional training since 1980 and who can accept a full
year fellowship. 

Fellows are granted membership in the ·university, with access to the 
Harvard libraries and other facilities; a private office in the Center; 
photocopying and postage privileges; and some secretarial assistance. The 
Center makes no demands on the time of its fellows, beyond the requirement 
that they remain in residence at the Center for the nine-month academic year 
(or four months in the case of one-semester fellows). Fellows have the 
opportunity to participate in the Center's ongoing series of colloquia, 
seminars, and other professional activities. 

Five or six fellowships will carry stipends, with a maximum of 
$20,000 each. Several spaces may also be available for scholars of 
American history who do not need financial assistance but who would 
benefit from affiliation with the Center for one or both semesters. 

Application forms, due in the Center by January 15, 1988, may be 
obtained by writing to the Charles Warren Center, 118 Robinson Hall, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 02138. 
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The following is the Jist of OAH lec
turers for the coming academic year and 
the topics on which they would like to 
speak. The specific topic will be 
agreed upon in advance by the lecturer 
and his or her host. The fee is $750 
per lecture which is paid directly to 
the Organization of American Histor
ians .. The lecturer receives an addi
·ional amount from the host institution 
for travel, lodging and other expenses. 

The money raised from this project 
enables the OAH to function more effec
tively on behalf of the historical 
profession. Contributions will be 
acknowledged in the August, 1988, 
Ne!Vsleuer when we publish the list of 
people who gave lectures on behalf ·of 
OAH during the academic year 1987-1988 
and the institutions at which they 
spoke. Available professors and topics 
are: 

Key: 
' NOT available Semester 1 
' NOT a va i Ia ble Semester II 
'NOT available Academic Year 1987-88 
• ALREADY SCHEDULED to Lecture Academic 

Year 1987-88 

William D. Aeschbacher, University of Cin
cinnati 

• Stephen E. Ambrose, University of New 
Orleans 

Nixon--the First Fifty Years 
Eisenhower and Operation OVERLORD 
Eisenhower and the Military Industrial 

Complex 

'Robert F. Berkhofer, Jr., University of 
Michigan 

American Socia l History 
American Indian History 
Theory of History 

Barton J. Bernstein , Stanford University 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Reconsidered: 

The "Decision" to Drop the A-Bomb 
The Cuban Missile Crisis 
The Arms Race: Missed Opportunities? 

'Allan G. Bogue, University of Wisconsin
Madison 

Lincoln and the "Unruly Schoolboys": 
Congressmen and President during the 
Civil War 

Men of an "Inquiring Disposition": 
Congress Investigates during the 
Civil War 

History and Social Science: Recent 
Patterns of Change 

'David Brody, University of California
Davis 

In Dubious Regard : The Historical Root s 
of Labor 's Standing as an American 
Institution 

Work and Time during Early American 
Industrialism 

Topics in American Labor History 

William H. Chafe, Duke University 
Contemporary Feminism and Civil Rights 
Changing Gender Roles from 1920 to the 

Present 
From Roosevelt to Reagan: American 

Politics in the Past 50 Years 

Kathleen Neils Conzen, University of Chi
cago 

Pete Daniel, Smithsonian Institution, Na
tional Museum of American History 

The Transformation of Southern Agricul
ture 

Southern Culture in the Twentieth Cen
tury 

World War II and the South 

Roger Daniels, University of Cincinnati 
Relocation of the Japanese Americans 
The Asian American Experience 
American Immigration and Immigration 

Policy since 1924 

'C ullom Davis, Sangamon State University 
Sensory History: A Critical Look at A 

Cultural Trend 
Success and Excess: Oral History Today 

Alexander DeConde, University of Ca lifor
nia-Santa Barbara 

American Diplomatic and Political His
tory 

Aspects of Ethnic His tory 
War, Revolution, and Communal Violence 

'Carl N. Degler, Stanford University 
Women and the Family 
The Uses and Limits of History 
The Return of Biology to Social Thought 

Jane De Hart-Mathews, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill 

Gender and the Constitution 
Women and Politics 

Robert A. Divine, University of Texas at 
Austin 

Interpreting the Vietnam War 
The Reagan Revolution 
The Changing Image of Lyndon B. Johnson 

'Eric Foner, Columbia University 
Nineteenth-Century U.S. History 
Civil War and Reconstruction 

OAH Lectureship Program 
~~~1987-1988~~~ 
'George M. Fredrickson, Stanford Univer
sity 

New Perspectives on the Gilded Age 
Reconstruction Reconsidered 
Colonialism and Racism: The United 

States and South Africa in Compara
tive Perspective 

Frank Freidel , Harvard University and Uni
versity of Washington (Emeritus) 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

• Lloyd C. Gardner, Rutgers University 
Vietnam: The Origins of Involvement, 

1945-56 
Vietnam: Why It Was so Hard to Dis

engage 
Detente Was Not Enough: Soviet American 

Conflicts after the Cold War 

'John A. Garraty, Columbia University 
Great Depression 
U.S. Constitution 
Dictionary of American Biography 

Paul M. Gaston, University of Virginia 
The Two Souths: Teaching Southern His

tory in South Africa 
The Past Before Us: New Directions in 

Civil Rights Scholarship 
Coming of Age in Utopia: Personal and 

Professional Reflections on the Fair
hope, Alabama, Single Tax Colony 

Samuel P. Hays, University of Pittsburgh 
Environmental Politics in the United 

States since World War ll 
Theory in American History 
The New Deal: Fifty Years Later 

• J ohn Higham, The Johns Hopkins University 
From Indian Princess to Statue of Liber

.ty: The Evolution of American Na
tional Symbols 

Andrea Hinding, University of Minnesota 
Women's History Sources 
Women's History and Feminism 
The Importance of Community to Memory 

and Hope 

Darlene Clark Hine, Michigan State Univer
sity 

Afro-American History--Twentieth Century 
Black Women's History 
Blacks in the Medical and Nursing Pro

fessions 

' Joan Hoff-Wilso n, Indiana University and 
Executive Secretary, Organization of Ameri
can Historians 

United States Diplomatic and Political 
Histor y of the 20th Century 

Modern Presidency 
Women and the Constitution 

'Thomas C. Holt , University of Chicago 
The Political Uses of Alienation: The 

Thought of W.E.B. Du Bois, 1903-1940 
Slaves into Free Men: Slavery Emanci

pation in Comparative Perspective 
The ABC's of Race: Asians, Blacks, and 

Chicanos in American Life and 
Thought 

' Nathan I. Huggins, Harvard University 
Afro-American History 
American Social and Intellectual Histor y 
American Studies 

• Harold M. Hyma n, Rice University 
The Constitutions Bicentennial 
Civi l War and Reconstruction as Con

st ructi ve Revolutions 
Civi l Rights and Liberties in American 

History 

Stanley N. Katz, Princeton University and 
President, Organization of American His
toria ns 

Co nstitutionalism in America 
The Unintended Logic of the Philanthrop

ic Foundation 

Robert Kelley, University of California
Santa Barbara 

Taming the Sacramento: American Politi
cal Culture, the Environment, and the 
Making of Public Policy 

American Political Culture in the Gilded 
Age and in the Age of Reagan: A 
Comparison 

Political Culture in the United States 
and the Soviet Union 

Linda 'K. Kerber, University of Iowa 
The Roots of Modern American Feminism 
History Will Do It No Justice: Women 

and the Reinterpretation of the Amer
ican Revolution 

American Women in the Era of the Con
stitution and Early Republic 

Alice Kessler-Harris, Hofstra University 
Equality and Difference: Historical 

Perspective on a Contemporary Problem 

Women's Culture in the Workplace 
Women and the Labor Movement 

RichardS. Kirkendall, Iowa State Univer
sity 

Farm Crises in American History 
Henry A. Wallace and the "Surplus" Farm 

Population 
Confrontation: Henry A. Wallace v. 

Harry S. Truman, 1944-48 

J. Morgan Kousser, California Institute of 
Technology 

The Revivalism of Narrative: A Response 
to Recent Criticisms of Quantitative 
History 

The First School Segregation Case 
Expert Witnesses and Intent 

'Wa lter LaFeber, Cornell University 
U. S. Diplomatic History 
U.S.-Central American Relations 

Gerda Lerner, University of Wisconsin
Madison 

Women's His tory 
Women's Education 
Ideas about Women 

3William E. Leuchtenburg, University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill 

Recent American Political Histor y 
Constitutional History 
American Political Parties 

'Lawrence W. Levine, University of Cali
fornia -Berkeley 

American Culture in the Great Depression 
The Birth of High Cu lture in Nineteenth

Century America 

• Arthur S. Link, Princeton University 
Woodrow Wilson and A Revolutionary World 
Getting to Know Woodrow Wilson 

Leon F. Litwack, University of California
Berkeley 

Race Relations in the South, 1877·1920 
The Bicentennial and the Afro-American 

Experience 
To Look for America: From Hiroshima to 

Woodstock (an impressionistic vis ual 
examination of American Society, 
with an Introductory Lecture on 
American Society after 1945) 

Nothing to Fear: The 1930s (Multi-Media 
Presentation) 

'Pau line Maier, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology 

1776 and 1787: Two American Revolutions 
Making Sense of the American 18th Cen

tur y 

Gloria L. Main, University of Colorado
Sou lder 

Women's Work in Colonial America 
Civilizing the Common Folk: The Trans

formation of Rural Lifestyles in 
Early America 

Female Literacy in Colonial New England 

Myron Marty, Drake University 
Teaching of History 
Local History 
History and the Liberal Arts 

August Meier, Kent State University 
The NAACP and Organized Labor 

Afro-American Historiography 
Civ il Rights Movement in the 20th Cen

tury (1900-1970) 

• Paul L. Murphy, University of Minnesota
Minneapolis 

The Twentieth-Century Constitution: 
Does It Still Limit Government? 

The Modern History of the First Amend
.ment: Religion, Speech, Press, As
sembly 

The Warren Court: Statesmanship or 
Abuse or' Power? 

'Ro bert K. Murray, Pennsylvania State 
University 

Who's #!-Evaluating American Presidents 
America's Greatest Rescue Story: The 

Tragedy of Floyd Collins 

'Irene Neu , Indiana University (Emeritus) 
Nineteenth-Century American Business and 

Busi nessmen 
Women in the American Economy 

Mary Beth Norton, Cornell University 
Gender and Society in Seventeenth-Cen

tury America 
Sex and Violence in Seventeenth-Century 

Maryland 
Taking a "Gendered" Approach to American 

History 

Nell Irvin Painter, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill 

The World Turned Upside Down: The South 
in 1865 

Fear and Conflilct in the United States 
in the Late Nineteenth Century 

Afro-American History in Two Kinds of 
Time 

Lewis Perry, Vanderbilt University 
American Culture, 1820's to 1860's 
Antislavery and Reform Movements 
American Intellectual J.fistory 

• Edward Pessen, City University of New 
York 

Amer ican History, All Aspects 1815-1850 
Social Structure, Social Mobility, and 

the Distribution of Power in American 
History 

The American Presidents Critically Eval
uated 

Keith Ian Polakoff, California State Uni
versity-Long Beach 

Political Parties in American History 

Francis Paul Prucha, S. J., Marquette Uni
versity 

Indians In American Society 
Federal Indian Policy 
American Indians in the Twentieth Cen

tury 

Robert V. Remini, University of Illinois
Chicago 

Jacksonian America 
Early National Period 

Martin Ridge, The Huntington Library 
Frederick Jackson Turner and Western 

History 
The West: From Frontier to Region 
Writing for Scholarly Journals 

'Anne Firor Scol! , Duke University 
Ladies of the Club: Unlikely Revolu

tionaries 
The Progressive Movement as a Woman's 

Movement 
The Age of the Common Man and the Uncom

mon Woman 

Barbara Sicherman, Trinity College 
Women's Reading and Education 
Women in Medicine and Science 
Women and Social Reform 

'Kathryn Kish Sklar, University of Cali
fornia-Los Angeles 

The Political Culture of American Women 
in the Progressive Era 

The Political Culture of Antebellum 
American Women 

Women in Early American Social Science, 
1850-1900 

James Morton Smith, University of Delaware 
and Director Emeritus, The Henry Francis 
DuPont Winterthur Museum 

Madison, Jefferson, and the Bill of 
Rights: Liberty and Authority in 
Early Republican Thought 

The Constitution: The Origins of Ameri
can Federalism 

James Madison and the Constitution 

Kenneth M. Stampp, University of Califor
nia-Berkeley 

Sectionalism 
Civil War and Reconstruction 

David Thelen, Indiana University 
Modern Consumer Movements and the Drive 

.to Control Production in Twentieth
Century America 

American Historical Writing and the 
Challenges of Specialization 

• George B. Tindall, University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill 

U.S. History 
History of the South Since Reconstruc

tion 

Edgar A. Toppin, Virginia State University 
Afro-American History 
Civil War and Reconstruction 
Twentieth-Century United States 

Allen W. Trelease, University of North 
Carolina-Greensboro 

The Reconstruction Era, Particularly in 
the South 

The Civil War Era, Other than Military 
Southern History, Particularly Ninteenth 

Century 

Maris A. Vinovskis, University of Michigan 
American Family History 
Adolescent Pregnancy 
History of Education 

Joseph F. Wall, Grinnell College 
American History-Post Civil War Indus

trialism 

' Bertram Wyatt-Brown, University of Flor
ida 

Southern Literary Culture: Walker Percy 
and Famil y Traditions 

Religious Development in the Nineteenth
Century South 

The Meaning of the Lost Cause Legend 

Mary E. Young, University of Rochester 
U.S.-Indian Relations 
Cherokee Indians 
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Research Collections in American Politics 
General Editor: 

William E. Leuchtenburg 

...... 

William Rand Kenan Professor of History 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

PAPERS OF THE NIXON WHITE HOUSE 
Series Editor: Joan Hoff-Wilson, Professor of History, Indiana University 

Executive Secretary, Organization of American Historians 

Papers of the Nixon White House is an invaluable source for the study of the modern American presidency. These documents belong in 
every major research Library. 

-Fred Greenstein 
Professor of Political Science 
Princeton University 

Following the resignation of Richard M. Nixon as President of the United States in 1974, millions of documents generated by his administration were 
placed under seal and withheld from scholars and from the public at large. Now, after more than a decade of efforts by former President Nixon to block 
their release, many of these important files have been opened. University Publications of America is pleased to announce a major new series that repro
duces the most valuable sets of presidential files and White House · staff files from the Nixon years. Papers of the Nixon White House contains never
before-available primary source material that will shed new light on all of the major events of the Nixon era-Watergate , the Pentagon Papers , the 
bombing of North Vietnam and the invasion of Cambodia, antiwar demonstrations, the imposition of wage and price controls , race relations, and many 
more . All of the files in this series are reproduced exactly as they exist at the Nixon Presidential Materials Project , National Archives and Records 
Administration, Alexandria, Virginia. UPA has not edited the files in any way. The first five offerings in this series are listed below . 

Official Inventories of Papers and 
Other Historical Materials of the Nixon White House 

The Official Inventories collects in one convenient publication the finding aids to all of 
the Nixon presidential files that have been opened to the public . Each of the ninety-five 
official inventories included in this collection contains a scope and content note, a bio
graphical or organizational note , and a box-by-box, folder-by-folder description of the 
papers that make up a given file. These official inventories provide an excellent introduc
tion and overview to the millions of pages of newly released documents from the Nixon 
White House . The following is a list of just some of the finding aids that can be found in this 
collection: the White House Papers of Patrick Buchanan , Charles Colson, John Dean , 
John Ehrlichman, H.R. Haldeman, Alexander Haig, Egil Krogh, Ron Zeigler; President 
Nixon's Office Files; the President's Personal Files; the President 's Daily Diary; and the 
White House Central Files. 

The President's Meeting File, 1969-1974 
This collection consists of detailed memoranda describing the numerous official sessions 

in which President Nixon met with key political figures and members of his administration. 
Nixon's meetings with Republican and Democratic leaders, the Cabinet, and the Quad
riad (the administration's economic policy makers) are particularly well documented. 
Although each of the meetings in this collection includes individuals outside the White 
House staff, the memoranda were written by staff members whose attendance was required 
at the meetings. Among the chief authors of the memoranda are Patrick Buchanan, 
Charles Colson, Alexander Haig, Henry Kissinger, and Caspar Weinberger. The follow
ing are among the hundreds of meeting sessions detailed in this collection: with Roy 
Wilkins on civil rights; Nelson Rockefeller on urban affairs; the Cabinet on welfare re
form; legislative leadership on the nomination of Judge Haynesworth to the Supreme 
Court; Senator Dole on the new Republican leadership in the Senate; the deans of major 
universities on Kent State and campus disorders; George Meany on political support from 
the AFL-CIO; and Robert Byrd on school busing . 

John Ehrlichman: Notes of Meetings with the President, 
1969-1973 

John Ehrlichman was President Nixon's chief assistant in dealing with domestic policy 
matters; as such, his access to the President was second only to H.R. Haldeman's . Ehrlich
man's contemporaneous handwritten notes for approximately one thousand meetings and 
telephone conversations with Richard Nixon shed valuable light on White House attitudes 
and strategies toward a host of domestic issues, such as inflation, crime, the budget, the 
ITT case, Wounded Knee, the drug problem, the new federalism, environmental legisla
tion, wage and price controls, and draft reform. In addition , Ehrlichman's notes recount 
dozens of conversations with Nixon and administration officials concerning various 
aspects of Watergate. 

The John Ehrlichman Alphabetical Subject File, 
1969-1973 

Throughout his years in the White House , John Ehrlichman maintained an alphabetical 
subject file consisting of memoranda and reports documenting his varied activities on 
behalf of the Nixon administration. Since Ehrlichman was given wide-ranging responsibil
ities in many areas of domestic affairs, his files are particularly rich on such major policy 
issues as revenue sharing, antitrust, integration in housing and education, government 
reorganization, and the 1972 election strategy. These files also document Ehrlichman's 
investigation of or participation in certain other activities, such as the Pentagon Papers 
case, the My Lai massacre , the Fulbright leaks, and the break-in of the office of Daniel 
Ells berg' s psychiatrist. 

H.R. Haldeman: Notes of White House Meetings, 
1969-1973 

As the President's chief of staff from January 1969 through May 1973-and as Nixon's 
most trusted aide-H.R. Haldeman attended innumerable White House meetings and was 
privy to almost every political decision that Richard Nixon made. Haldeman's extensive 
and meticulous handwritten notes of these meetings-from one-on-one discussions with 
Nixon; to formal policy sessions attended by Nixon , his advisers, and aides; to strategy 
sessions with other staff members and Cabinet officials-provide the quintessential inside 
view of the administration. These notes are particularly revealing in their coverage of 
Nixon's approach to partisan politics , relations with the press , high-level administrative 
and judicial appointments, reorganization of the executive branch, Republican National 
Committee matters, fund raising, opinion polls, the President's reactions to daily news 
summaries, use of milk producers' money, campus opposition, Cambodia, detente with 
the Soviet Union, rapprochement with China, and testimony before the Ervin Committee. 

Orderinglnformatio,._ _______ __________________ _ 

Papers of the Nixon White House. 
Part I. Official Inventories of Papers and Other Historical Materials 
of the Nixon White House. 
Microfiche: $400. Available November 1987. 
Printed Index: $50. Available November 1987. 

Part 2. The President's Meeting File, 1969-1974. 
Microfiche: $980. Available November 1987. 
Printed Index: $90. Available November 1987. 

Part 3. John Ehrlichman: Notes of Meetings with the President, 1969-1973. 
Microfiche: $350. Available November 1987. 
Printed Index: $80. Available February 1988. 

Part 4. The John Ehrlichman Alphabetical Subject File, 1969-1973. 
Microfiche: $800. Available January 1988. 
Printed Index: $90. Available April/988. 

Part 5. H.R. Haldeman: Notes of White House Meetings, 1969-1973. 
Microfiche: $420. Available March 1988. 
Printed Index: $80. Available June 1988. 

Standing Order: Under the general editorship of Dr. Joan Hoff-Wilson, UPA will continue to add new 
parts to Papers of the Nixon White House at the rate of four to six parts per year. A library that wishes 
to receive all parts on the basis of a standing order should include on its purchase order the notation 
"Standing Order for All Parts on Approval." UPA will then ship on 45-day approval all new parts as 
they are produced. The standing order discount is 15 percent. 

Supplemental Materials: Many of the parts that will be published in Papers of the Nixon White House 
contain withdrawal sheets that indicate that items have been removed pursuant to Title I of the Presi
dential Recordings and Materials Preservation Act of 1974 and implementing regulations. These 
items, which have been found to contain personal and private materials or security classified 
materials, will be published by UPA if and when they are finally released. A library that wishes to 
receive automatically all such pages that are released for any single part of Papers of the Nixon White 
House should include on its purchase order for that part the notation "Supplemental Materials on 
Approval ." UPA will then ship on 45-day approval the appropriate microfiche and printed index as 
they are produced. 

Technical Specifications: Papers of the Nixon White House is published on 98-frame positive silver 
halide microfiche that conforms to ANSI and AIIM standards. The reduction ratio is 24: I. Each 
microfiche features an eye-readable title strip. The printed index for each part contains a document
by-document listing of all materials, as well as comprehensive subject and name indexes. 

It is fabulous news that University Publications of America is making the Nixon papers accessible to scholars. 
-Stephen E. Ambrose 

Professor of History 
University of New Orleans 

' 
Kindly direct all orders and inquiries to: 

· UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS OF AMERICA 
Dept. A-OAH987 • 44 North Market Street • Frederick, MD 21701 • Toll Free 1-800-692-6300 
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Daniel Shays 

and Lafayette's 

Sword 
Robert A. Gross 

The Massachusetts backcountry reverber
ated with protest and disorders two hundred 
years ago. During the fall and winter of 
1786-7, in an outburst of popular anger 
against the financial policies of the state , 
thousands of farmers held conventioils, 
closed courts and eventually took up arms 
against the Commonwealth. The movement 
expressed widespread frustration s e ver yw here 
with the outcome of the American Re volu
tion. It Ia id bare the bitter conflicts bet
ween social groups in the new republic and 
the precariousness of the postwar political 
order. For a brief moment, it threatened 
civil war when some 1200 farmers , under the 
command of Captain Daniel Shays, attacked 
the federal armory at Springfield on January 
25, 1787--only to be routed by cannon fire 
from defending militia , leaving four dead on 
the field . More la s tingl y, the movement 
intensified the campaign b y prominent mem
bers of the Patriot elite to establi sh a po w
erful central government capable of curbing 
the "democracies" in the states. That effort 
culminated in the drafting of the U. S. Co n-

r stitution, even as the last remnants of 
"Shays's Rebellion" were being mopped up. 

In the course of this incident, one of the 
anecdotes most frequently retailed about 
Daniel Shays--the "rebellion's" putative lead
er--involved General Lafayette's sword. It 
seems that during the Revolution , the French 
noble carried to America a considerable 
number of ornamental swords to bestow upon 
fellow officers as marks of his personal 
esteem. ln 1780, he presented these swords 
to the Continental Army officers under his 
immediate command. Captain Daniel Shays 
was one of the lucky few . But did Shays 
treasure this gift, this "elegant sword" as a 
"pledge of [Lafayette's] affection , which a 
man of honour and spirit would have sacred
ly preserved, and handed down to his pos
terity as a jewel of high price"? Not at all. 
He already had a sword which he liked well 
enough, so he sold Lafayette 's gift for "a 
trifling consideration ," a measly fevi dollars. 

The sum vias little enough , though we may 
guess that Sha ys needed the mon ey. But it 
was sufficient to cause a scandal in the 
Continental officer corps. His comrades, the 
stor y goes, were disgraced by Shays's act 
and told him so. He , in turn , was bitter 
about the criticism and quit the Army in 
disgust. So closed Sha ys's military career 
three years before the end of the Revolu
tionary War. The man and the scandal were 
prett y well forgotten until 1786. Then 
Shays's name became identified with the in
surgency in western Massachusetts. 

For the new republic , the events of 1786-7· 
ended with the creation and ratification of a 
national frame of government that would 
soon be a source of pride even for its lead
ing critics. But for Daniel Shays, the __ crisis 
in Massachusetts brought a brief, unhappy 
renown, which was followed by humiliation, 
exile, poverty and obscurity. At th.e height 

Daniel Shays 

of his notoriet y, he wa s the object of ex
ecration by gentlemen throughout the repub
lic, the hated "Generalissimo" of a "horrid 
and unnatural rebellion." To prove the 
point, Friends of Government resurrected the 
story of Sha ys's sale of the Lafa yette sword, 
circulated it in the press, and handed it 
d ow n in local histories and ballads to black
en Sha ys's name for future generations. 

Shays's Rebellion intensified ... 
the Patriot elite to establish a 
powerful central government 
capable of curbing the "democra
cies" in the states. 

Why should anyone have cared about what 
Daniel Shays did with Lafayette's sword? 
And why was it important to repeat the 
anecdote as a way to attack the rebellion? 
The answers to these questions tell us about 
both Daniel Sha ys and the state of opinio n 
about leadership and societ y among the 
spokesmen for authority in post-Revolution
ary America. 

The simple answer is that the critics of 
Shays were determined to discredit his per
sonal standing among the people. That a 
former captain in the Continental Arm y was 
leading the insurgents conferred instant 
legitimacy upon their cause. It was not 
simply that Shays had commanded a company 
in the Revolution , had fought bravely as a 
patriot and was wounded in hi s country's 
service. Equally important wa s that as a 
Captain, he was considered a ge ntleman--a 
man of rank whose position in societ y en
titled him to deference from ordinar y f o lk 
and whose ideas could rightly claim a hear
ing in leading circles. It was in recognition 
of this distinctive status that Lafa yette had 
made his gift to Shays and the o ther s ba c k 
in 1780: only gentlemen carried swords. 

In receiving that token of status and 
esteem , Shays had come a long way from his 
origins as the son of a poor farming family 
in mid-18th century Hopkinton , Massachu
setts. His parents were so poor, we are 
told, that they sometimes l"!.ad to depend 
upon their neighbors for "the necessaries of 
life." They did not have the money to keep 

their son Daniel at home. He was put out 
early as a hired laborer, apparentl y in Fram
ingham, and later in Brookfield ; as a result , 
he never had a chance to acquire much of 
an education. But the Revolution gave him 
opportunities for social advance. He joined 
ujJ in Brookfield's Minuteman company in 
1774, became a sergeant under Captain Rufus 
Putnam; turned out on April 19, 1775; fought 
at Bunker Hill; and signed on for the war. 
Soon enough, he was a captain in the Con
tinental Ranks, serving once again under 
Major and later Colonel Putnam. Along with 
Putnam and many other Continental officers, 
he entered the Masons, marching with them 
in grand processions to display the honor 
and fellowship of the benevolent fraternity. 
He married a gentleman's daughter--Abigail 
Gilbert, whose father Daniel was himself a 
Captain of militia in Broo kfield--bought a 
farm in Shutesbury with a loan from his 
father-in-law, and later (1778-81) purchased 
over 150 acres in Pelham. In all his trans
actions, he st yled himself "gentleman." And 
that is what his creditors called him in 1785 
and thereafter when they sued him for debt. 

But that is not what his critics thought 
in 1786-7. The sale of the Lafayette sword 
was only one count against him; it attested 
that Shays was no man of honor, no gentle
man. Other stories were told to prove that 
Shays was merely a "mushroom General ," 
sprung up overnight in the dark soil of 
rebellion . It was said that he got his of
ficer's rank by chicanery. Supposedly , he 
was enlisted to recruit men for the Conti
nental Army and promised an ensign's com
mission as a reward for success. "He applied 
himself with all diligence to his duty," it 
was claimed , "and soon , by promises and in
trigue obtained the number." But his aspira
tions had expanded in the process. He con
tinued signing up men on the condition that 
he should be their captain. And so, when 
the recruits turned up in camp, Sha ys re
quested a commission to command them, "as 
without it," he explained , "they were not 
bound to tarr y." Sha ys had the Army over a 
barrel: "being then in want of recruits," it 
was in no position to say no. By an act of 
"duplicit y," Sha ys had leaped into high office 
and a gentleman's rank. 

This story is typical of upper-class upset 
at the unsettled social conditions of the 
Revolutionary era . Sha ys's rapid rise from 
hired laborer to gentleman bespoke the so
cial mobility of the age, the excessive "dem
ocracy" that man y Patriot leaders feared . 
Far too many "mushrooms" were springing up 
in the legislatures and officer corps of the 
new republic. "Every man wants to be a 
judge, a justice, a sheriff, a deputy, or 
something else which will bring him a little 
money, or what is better, a little authority," 
complained one writer in 1786 in a typical 
lament. The trouble was that such men 
lacked the social credentials for leadership. 
Everything about them r ,ealed their inade-- -



quacy. Thus, it was that a "gentleman" who 
v is ited Shays's house in early 1787 found it 
necessary to report to a friend that the 
residence was really "a stye, it ha vi ng mu ch 
more the appearance of a den for brutes, 
than a habitation for men ." And that gen
tleman quickly circulated his view in the 
press. Apparently, men who pulled down 
governments had to li ve in hovels. 

The sale of the Lafayette sword 
attested that Shays was no man 
of honor, no gentleman. 

What purposes did it achieve to slander 
Shays so? By all accounts, he was a reluc
tant rebel, called on by his neighbors in 
Pelham to assume leadership precisely be
cause of his Revolutionary service and his 
social rank. Certainly, he was viewed even 
by fellow officers in the Continental Ranks, 
like Park Holland, as "a brave and good 
soldier, or officer." But it was essential to 
deny these facts in order to sustain the 
world view of the government side. If Shays 
were not truly a gentleman, if he had at
tained high rank only by practicing the low 
arts of a popularity-seeker and intriguer for 
office, then it was eas y to explai n the 
spread of insurgency among the people: 
Shays and his crew were once again stirring 
up the people for their own selfish purposes. 
The people themselves were honest, but 
easily deceived and misled. Since they had 
been trained to defer to gentlemen , they 
naturally listened to such "adve nturers" as 
Captain Shays and did their bidding. 

Indeed, for this very reason, one suspects, 
the spokesmen for government needed to 
label the insurrection "Shays's Rebellion." 
There were other important figures in the 
movement: Luke Day of West Springfield, 

Job Shattuck of Groton, Adam Wheeler of 
Hubbardston, Reuben Dickinson of Amherst. 
But Shays got the credit or the notoriety 
for it all. Why? In the v ie w of eighteenth
century America ns , nothin g happen ed in poli
tics without somebod y intending it, a nd 
nothing happened among the common people 
without somebod y, usually in the elite, stit-r
ing them up. All of politics was perso na 1-
ized. And Daniel Shays was the symbol and 
target of that approach. 

Although Shays did ultimately take com
mand of the insurgents, he always denied 
sole leadership and always claimed his acts 
were patriotically inspired. He first acted, 
he said, in order to prevent bloodshed. tak
ing control over an ugly crowd at Spring
field that stopped the sitting of the Mas
sachusetts Supreme Court. The state ought 
to thank him for nis trouble. Later on , he 
sought both to check the "cruel hand of 
tyranny" and to save his own skin from a 
government he did not trust. Through it all, 
Shays never embraced the name of rebel. At 
times he even seemed embarrassed by his 
role. On the eve of the attack on Spring
field Armory, he conceded in a con versation 
with General Putnam, his fello w Mason and 
old commanding officer, that "it was w rong 
in the people ever to take up arms as the y 
had." Perhaps, he was torn between his 
loyalties to his neighbors in Pelham and his 
lingering ambitions to be a gentleman. 

Yet, Shays stuck with the people. An d for 
that act, he was obliged to flee Massachu
setts, lose his farm and live in obscurity and 
hardship for the rest of his life. By 1820, 
he had but $40 worth of goods--and no 
land--t.o his name, and he was obliged to 
attest his poverty in order to ob tain a fed
eral pension for his military service. As a 
result of his leadership in the insurrection, 
he had descended back to the poverty from 
which he had sprung--and which his critics 
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thought he always deserved. lt was a poig
nant story of disappointed ambition and of 
courageous devotion to principle. In 1786-7 , 
Daniel Shays was asked to choose betvveen 
his attachment to genteel status and his 
sense of responsibility to his neighbors. He 
made his choice and, appropriately e no ugh , 
the old so ldier ended hi s days, poor a nd 
unheralded, in a town named Sparta, New 
York. As if sy mbolicall y, that community no 
longer exists , nor does that part of Pelham 
where Sha ys made hi s h o me. 

But though his homesites are deserted or 
gone, we remember and honor him today-
thanks, in good part , to the invecti ve of hi s 
enemies who needed so mebod y to blame and 
discredit for stirring up rebellion in Mas
sachusetts and who reviled him for disposing 
of Lafayette's sword. 

Rohert A. Cross. author of The Minutemen 
and Their World , teaches hisro r,1 · and Amer
ican Studies al Amherst College in the 
heart of Sha,l'site countrr . 

Reminder from OAH 
Committee on Schools 
and Colleges ___ _ 

The 1987 OAH meeting featured two excel
lent noontime sessions on teac hin g hi sto r y. 
Those in attendance suggested that the ses
sion on active learning in the history class
room be repeated in 1988. The P rogram 
Committee has responded favorably to this 
urging. Also on the 1988 program is a ses
sion on teaching c riti cal thinking in history 
c lassroo ms. Persons wishing to participate 
in sessio ns at the 1989 meeting should send 
proposals to the Program Chairman, Richard 
Fox, Department of History, Reed Col lege , 
Portla nd , Oregon 97202, by March I, 1988. 

ANNOUNCING 

@THE NEWBERRY 

is proud to announce 

the 

LIBRARY 

LLOYD LEWIS FELLOWSHIPS 
IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

N ew this year, the Lloyd Lewis Fellowships are avai l
able for es tablished scholars in any field of American 

history appropriate to the Newberry's collections, for 
periods of six to eleven months . One or two awards will be 
made each year, with a maximum stipend of $40,000. 
Applicants must hold the Ph.D., or its equiva lent, at the 
time of application , and must have demonstrated, 
through their publica tions , particular excellence in the 
field. 

The Lewis fellowships are offered in addition to the 
Library's other fellowship offerings, which include 
Na tional Endowment for the Humanities Fellowships, 
short-term awards, and grants for work in particular 
Newberry research cen ters. 

Applications are due January 15, 1988. For further infor
mation and application forms, write to: 

Committee on Awards 
The Newberry Library 

60 W. Walton Street 
Chicago, IL 60610 

EARLY MORMONISM AND 

EARLY MORMONISM 
and the 

MAGIC WORill VIEW 

n :.11 <.: u Ar t Q r 1 ":-. 

THE MAGIC 
WORLD VIEW 
by D. Michael Quinn 
Quinn, a professor of history at Brigham Young 
University, details the early Mormon belief in 
astrology, divination, and healing objects. He 
describes the historical sources that convicted 
document-forger Mark Hofmann used to com
pose the "white salamander letter" and 
separates the forgeries from legitimate his
torical records. 

"An ingenious and erudite book." 
- Richard L. Bushman, professor of history, 

University of Delaware; past president, 
Mormon History Association 

Cloth. 345 pages. 94 photographs 
$14.95 ISBN: 0-941214-46-X 

MORMONNEO-ORTHODOXY: 
A CRISIS THEOLOGY 
by 0. Kendall White, Jr. 
A professor of sociology at Washington and 
Lee University, White contrasts traditional 
Mormon teachings about God and man with 
the writings of a new school of Mormon 
theology espoused by several church leaders, 
philosophers, and Jay members. This new 
theology parallels Protestant neo-orthodoxy. 

"White defines the watershed issues in contemporary 
Mormon theology .... As far as Latter-day Saint 
theology is concerned, this is the decade's most 
important new book." 
-Daniel H. Rector, president, Sunstone Foundation 

Use ISBN (International 
Standard Book Number) 
To Order Through 
Local Bookstores 

Paper. 224 pages. 
$11.95 
ISBN: 0-941214-52-4 

--
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New Light on the 
Im plemen ta tion 
of the Constitution 

Charlene Bickford 

oto courtesy L 
Federal Hall , The Seat of Congress, 1790 

Although the adoption of the U. S. Con
stitution has been credited with guaranteeing 
the ultimate fulfillment of the American Re
volution , a portion of the recognition for 
this achievement properly belongs to the 
members of the First Federal Congress. One 
could characterize its sessions as the "sec
ond sitting of the Federal Convention." Th is 
Congress charted the course for the newl y
constructed "ship of state" and through its 
actions, assured the survival of the new 
government. 

The members of the First Federal Congress 
who gathered in New York Cit y during the 
spring of 1789 were well aware that, in the 
words of Governor Samuel Huntington of 
Connecticut, "Public attention is very much 
fixed on the proceedings of the New Con
gress." After a late start due to the lack of 
a quorum and the loss of valuable time while 
Congressional procedures were established, 
the Congressmen tackled their full legislative 
agenda with an eye towards promoting gov
ernmental stability and public confidence. 

The diverse issues and expectations facing 
the First Federal Congress in 1789 had to be 
confronted in a political context, the basic 
nature of which remained unchanged from 
the 1780s, when Confederation Congresses 
struggled with most of the same issues. 
What had changed, and changed dramatically, 
was the constitutional context. The adoption 
of the U.S. Constitution in 1788 created a 
central government endowed with powers 
whose absence had crippled Congress under 
the Articles of Confederation. Nevertheless, 
the new government stood no chance of suc
cess if two basic political problems could not 
be overcome. First , the societies and econ
omies of the eastern, middle and southern 
states were diverse, and the individual states 

and localities within them had conflicting 
interests. Second, despite the adoption of 
the Constitution, consti t u tiona I questions 
about the balance of power between the 
states and federal government and among the 
three branches of the latter still required 
interpretation. The abilit y of the members 
of the First Federal Congress to transcend 

The First Federal Congress 
charted the course for the new
ly-constructed "ship of state." 

their political and regional differences in 
order to deal with their legislative agenda 
was just as important as the legislation the 
Congress adopted. 

The accomplishments of the First Federal 
Congress were remarkable, and certainl y that 
seminal legislative body deserves to be de
scribed using such superlati ves as "most 
important" and "most producti ve." Yet , de
spite the tremendous output and impact of 
this Congress, scholarship and research on 
its history have been stymied by at least 
two factors: (I) the inaccessibilit y of the 
primary sources and (2) the attraction of the 
less complex research focus on the admin
istration, an attraction which has caused all 
of congressional history to be a poor step
child compared to that of the executive in 
the historiography of the U. S. govern men\. 

The project to publish The Documentary 
Histor.l' of the First Federal Congress. 
1789-179 I was established in the mid 1960s 
by the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC), which recog
nized the inadequacies of the published 

record and set the publication of the bod y 
of material relating to this formative Con
gress as a top priorit y. The Commission 
believed that documenting the histor y of 
the body that first implemented the Consti
tution and began the work of fleshing out 
the skeletal framework created by the Con
stitutional Convention was crucial to pub-
lic understanding of the foundation s of our 
federal system of government. The Annals 
of Congress, the primary available source 
for the debates in the House of Representa
tives, was based upon only one source for 
each day of the Congressional session , ig
noring other independent newspaper accounts 
of the debates. Other portions of the doc
umentary record had been published, but the 
material printed was only a small part of 
the extant documentation and had not been 
subjected to the rigors of modern da y edi-
torial methodology. Although the NHPRC 
staff had accomplished some preliminar y 
work on the project, it was not until 1966 
that the newly-appointed editor of this 
projected twenty-volume series, Dr. Linda 
Grant DePauw, established the project at 
the George Washington University. With a 
staff of one she began the process of col
lecting and editing the large bod y of ex
tant documentary materials relating to the 
First Federal Congress. A contract was 
signed with the Johns Hopkins Universit y 
Press, and the decision was made to begin 
with the most basic official documents, the 
journals of the House and Senate. Volume 
I, S enate Legislatil·e Journal, appeared in 
1972, followed by Volume II , Senate Execu
Lil'e Journal and Related Documents, in 
1974. After the publication of Volume III, 
House of Re presentalil•es Joumal , in 1977, 
the staff tackled th~ :~nq>rmous task of com-



piling and editing three volumes of legis
lative histories. 

These volumes, which document each bill 
and resolution introduced in the First Fed
eral Congress and were published in 1986, 
form the core of what will be the eight
volume official portion of the series. Our 
goal was to employ all available raw mater
ial to reconstruct the process by which 
each bill proceeded from its introduction 
through the stages to its eventual enact
ment or failure. Each legislative history 
begins with the final act, if the bill be
came law, and is followed by a chronology 
tracing the progress of the bill through 
the houses of Congress. These chronologies 
are our editorial inventions to assist the 
reader, and we created them from both the 
Senate and House Journals and all accounts 
of debates, including the only source for 
Senate debates, the diary of Senator Wil
liam Maclay. They serve as a map to guide 
the reader through the legislative maze. 
Although they look deceptively simple in 
their published form, they are the product 
of thousands of hours of staff time, first 
indexing all versions of the debates by 
subject and then combing these debates for 
substantive motions and amendments and 
other information not found in the bare
bones accounting given in the official 
journals. We believe our use of these 
"legislative roadmaps" to be a unique for
mat for presenting the intricacies of the 
legislative process. 

The chronologies are followed by all doc
uments that relate to the individual bill 
or act: reports from cabinet secretaries 
or the president, committee reports, the 
legislation at various stages, amendments, 
petitions, etc. In some instances the ex
isting documentation has been used to re-

construct the text of the legislation at a 
particular stage, providing increased un
derstanding for the reader. We believe 
that our objective of reconstructing the 
legislative record has been achieved and 
that these volumes stand alone as a compre
hensive study of the evolution of the leg
islative accomplishments of this important 
and precedent-setting Congress. 

The last two volumes of official records, 
made up mostly of documentary histories of 
petitions submitted to the Congress, are 
currently being edited. In the case of 
petitions we face the fact that over six 
hundred of them, most relating to Revolu
tionary War claims, were sent to the House, 
but the House records contain only about a 
dozen. This problem seems to require an 
innovative methodology involving documen
tary histories of the claim from the first 
plea to the national government and publi
cation of pre-First Congress versions of 
the petition. We believe that family and 
social historians will be served by this 
volume, as political and legal historians 
are by other volumes in the series. The 
staff is currently concentrating on an ef
fort to publish as many volumes of the de
bates of the Congress as possible in the 
next few years to make them available dur
ing the Bicentennial period. The diary of 
Senator William Maclay and a few fragmen
tary notes taken by other Senators form the 
only record of the Senate's debates, which 
were held behind closed doors. The volume 
containing this material is now at the 
press and will be available in 1988. Al
though the diary has been published previ
ously, readers will find that the front 
material, annotations and index make this 
edition much more informative and usable. 
We have followed a "literal" policy of 
transcription, which is much truer to the 
original manuscript and conveys the flavor 
and personal character of the diary. Two 
volumes, covering all independent reports 
of the debates in the House of Representa
tives dufing the First1 ·oSession, will be 

sent to the press in 1988. Other volumes 
of the debates will follow rapidly, provid
ing researchers with the entire extant rec
ord of the House debates, not simply the 
one version available in the Annals o( Con
gress . 

Despite the tremendous output 
and impact of this Congress, 
scholarship and research on its 
history have been stymied. 

The remainder of our projected twenty 
volumes will present extant letters and 
other unofficial documents written by or to 
members of the r:irst Federal Congress and 
from individuals at the seat of government 
who have knowledge of the happenings on the, 
floor of Congress. These volumes will pro
vide additional insight into the personal 
lives and feelings of the individual mem-
bers, their political philosophies, the 
motivations behind their actions, and other 
factors that influenced the course charted 
by this Congress. 

The compilation and presentation of a 
complete documentary record is the primary 
function of our project, which focuses on 
an institution. An understanding of the 
workings of that institution will come with 
access to this record. When our publica
tion is complete, a rich new accessible 
source will exist for the study of this 
seminal Congress that has heretofore re-
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ceived amazingly little attention in the 
secondary literature. Scholars have been 
interested in some specific issues relating 
to this Congress, such as the early devel
opment of republicanism, the issue of the 
funding of the national debt, the amend
ments to the Constitution, and the Judici
ary Act. Without a doubt, the availabil
ity of new documentation \viii bring about 
even more study of these issues. But we 
hope other fascinating subjects will be 
suggested by the documentary record. 

In the meantime, our files are a tremen
dous "database" of information on the First 
Federal Congress and its members. Within 
the limits of staff time, we are happy to 
provide researchers access to our files, 
and several OAH members have alreadv 
found their way to our office. · 

In closing, a project of the magnitude of 
the First Federal Congress Project could 
not be attempted without a source of long
term and stable financial support. The 
National Historical Publications and Rec
ords Commission has provided this support 
for our project, and even during the uncer
tain years of this decade when the Commis
sion's grants funds have been continually 
threatened, the NHPRC's commitment to this 
project has never wavered. Without this 
support and that of our host institution 
and co-sponsor. the George Washington Uni
versity, we would not be able to present 
the above upbeat report. 

Charlene Bickford is Editor and Director 
of the First Federal Congress Project. 

Rem em bering Dudley LeBlanc-------
John Tarver 

While reading Robert Ferrell's article 
about Samuel Flagg Bemis in the August OAH 
Newsleller, I was amused by the reference 
to "a 'Hadacol' cocktail" for several rea-
sons. First, because it adds to the vast 
store of yarns about that wonderful elixir 
and its inventor, the late Senator Dudley 
J. LeBlanc of Abbeville, Louisiana. Next, 
because the story would have vastly amused 
Senator LeBlanc, who never took life too 
seriously and frequently made himself the 
butt of his own jokes. In Louisiana, we 
remember him with affection and not always 
for Hadacol. 

Widely respected (by our standards) as a 
political figure, he was also a radio per
sonality (he gave the news in Acadian 
French), a member of the Railroad Commis
sion along with Huey P. Long in the l 920s, 
and a member of the State Senate well in to 
the l 960s. 

Dudley once told me he made Hadacol from 
crushed sea shells and red wine. He ex
pected the consumer to strain out the sea 
shells to use as grit for his chickens and 
then to drink the red wine. The name Hada
col probably came from an Acadian con·up
tion of the English phrase, "had a cold." 
Because he was selling it as a cold remedy, 
the authorities came down hard on Dudley. 
So he changed his claims: he said it con-

tained all the necessary vitamins for good 
health. It probably did contain vitamins, 
but it was chiefly medicinal alcohol and, 
as Ferrell points out, not a bad drink. In 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant and "dry" North 
Louisiana, every drug store and crossroads 
merchant carried it ("Sorry, only twelve 
bottles of Hadacol per customer, please!"). 

Crass and mendacious as Davy Crockett, 
Dudley deserves a biographer, but J doubt 
that he could be separated from the myths 
he cultivated for his own purposes. Still, 
it is good to recall the man who could 
return from a visit to Rome with a card
board box filled with religious medals and 
sell them briskly on the claim that each 
had been personally blessed by the Hold 
Father. The stores are endless; some are 
even true. 

Television Course on Constitutional History 
The United States Constitution and its 

development over its two-hundred-year his
tory is the focus of "This Constitution: A 
History," a new television-assisted open 
learning course developed by the Interna
tional University Consortium at The Univer
sity of Maryland University College, in 
association with Project '87 and Maryland 
Public Television. 

"This Constitution: A History" was de
signed so that it can be used as a self
contained course on the Constitution for 
adult, part-time students. In addition, 
individual components can be used to sup
port college classroom instruction in a 

variety of history and political science 
courses. 

The components include five half-hour 
television programs that explore the Con
stitution's role in a variety of social 
issues, a new Anthology that provides an 
interdisciplinary approach to understanding 
the Constitution, and a Course Guide that 
ties together all components for the adult 
student. 

For more information on this television 
course, contact The International Univer-
sity Consortium, The University of Maryland 
University College, College Park, MD 
20742-1612. 



12 OAH Newsletter November 1987 

Should Historians Accept 
the Supreme Court's 
Invitation? 
Mark Tushnet 

The recent attention by Attorney-General 
Edwin Meese and the popular press to a 
"jurisprudence of original intention" seeri1s to 
invite historians to participate in shaping 
constitutional law by informing the courts 
about what the framers of various constitu
tional provisions intended. Historians have 
heard that invitation before. Jn a 1963 ar
ticle in the American Hi storical Rel'iell' , 
Paul Murphy argued that the Supreme Court 
seemed to want to n!Jy on historical evi
dence about the meaning of the Constitu
tion, that it relied on bad histor y and 
that historians could help by providing the 
Court with the best historical work avail
able. 

One thing has happened since then, and 
one thing has not. The search for original 
intent has shifted its political location. 
From the 1940s to the 1960s, the liberal 
Justice Hugo Black argued that a careful 
analysis of the intent of the framers would 
guide the Court to the conclusions he fa
vored. Today the conservative Attorney
General's claim has the same form. What has 
not changed is that the Justices rely on 
bad history . Consider then-Justice ReiHl
quist's dissent from the Court's decision 
striking down Alabama's statute authorizing 
its schools to set aside time for silent 
meditation or prayer (Wallace v. Jaffree, 
1985). He called for a fundamental reas
sessment of the Court's approach to the 
establishment clause in light of what he 
described as the true history of that 
clause. The history he recounted was drawn 
from studies by two political scientists, 
whose works Leonard Levy has described in 
The Estahlishment Clait.\e: Religion and t/11: 
First Amendment ( 1986) as "slight" and 
"mostly historical fiction masquerading as 
scholarship." 

Persistent invitations to look to his-
tory, coupled with equally persistent reli
ance on bad history, suggests that the Ju s
tices are not really interested in hearing 
what historians have to tell them about the 
intentions of the framers . By examining 
briefly some recent studies of the history 
of the establishment clause, 1 will suggest 
that historians could tell the Justices 
something else--that their efforts to 
ground today's decisions in historians' 
history are fundamentally misguided because 
they misunderstand the historical enter-
prise. (Throughout the discussion, 1 will 
avoid the independent controversy over 
whether the fourteenth amendment makes the 
Bill of Rights, including the establishment 
clause, applicable to the states.) 

Justice Rehnquist argued that the framers 
of the establishment clause intended to al- · 
low federal and state governments to pro
vide aid to religion if it did not discrim
inate among denominations in the aid it 
gave. Recent works by Levy and his student 
Thomas Curry cast serious doubt on that 
argument. Yet, though both Levy and Curry 
conclude that the framers intended a rather 

strict separation of church and state, 
their own evidence shows why no conclusions 
useful for contemporary jurisprudence can 
be drawn from the historical record. 

What has not changed is that the 
Justices rely on bad history. 

Levy and Curry carefully examine the 
rei a tions between government and churches 
in every colony and state prior to 1789. 
Though the picture they draw is, unsurpris
ingly , quite complicated, some major ele
ments are apparent. Perhaps the most im
portant is that a clear direction of devel
opment can be discerned. Over time, in 
colony after colony, ruling majorities be
came increasingly uncomfortable with direct 
governmental subsidies to churches. That 
line of development continued after the 
ratification of the first amendment. Yet, 
the constitutional implications of this 
story are unclear . The framers, expecting 
the issue to disappear, might have been 
indifferent to the meaning of the cia use; 
they might have intended that the arrange
mellts that ex is ted in 1789 would serve as 
an upper limit to what might be done , fully 
expecting that the government would never 
come close to that limit; or they might 
have enacted a limitation designed to ac
celerate the development that they foresaw. 

The term "establishment of religion" pos
es a further difficulty. As Curry shows in 
The First Freedoms: Church and Slate in 
America to !he Passage of the First rl.mend
m en/ ( 1986) the colonists under stood goY
ernment support for religion as a denial of 
religious liberty . They routinely de
scribed tax support of churches not as es
tablishments of religion but as denials of 
the religious liberty of dissenters. Jn 
the early years of colonization, this made 
complete sense. Dissenters during those 
years could be penalized for refusing to 
take an oath expressing the adherence to 
the tenets of the Church of England or for 
failing to attend services at the local 
established church. Perhaps compulsory tax 
support for a single established church 
also impaired dissenters' liberty , but the 
appeal of that characterization diminished 
as religious pluralism became acknowledged 
in colonial politics. The rhetoric of re
ligious liberty was still used , but it had 
much less bite when a dissenter claimed 
that his libert y was impaired by being 
forced to designate which minister his tax
es should support or by being forced to 
claim an exemption from such taxes. 

The growth of pluralism transformed the 
problem of establishment. Curry and Levy 
stress that by 1789 the classical forms of 
establishment of religion essentially had 
disappeared from the United States. The 
difficulty is that the framers' generation 
had not developed a conceptual vocabulary 

to express its understanding of the proper 
relation between religion and government. 
Most of the time, they used the word "es
tablishment" to describe, and deprecate, 
the classical , and nonexistent, form. They 
were concerned about the threat to reU
gious liberty posed by certain types of 
church-state relations, but they found it 
hard to integrate their concerns about 
religious liberty into their understanding 
of the actual forms of "establishment" then 
prevailing. And they had no accepted ter
minology to describe those prevailing 
forms. 

Levy tries to use actual practice as a 
guide to interpreting the establishment 
clause. From his surve y of the forms of 
church-state relations existing in 1789, he 
concludes that states either did not pro
vide tax support to churches or provided it 
on a nondisc riminator y basis. lt would be 
convenient but incorrect to conclude that 
the framers had nondiscriminatory aid in 
mind when they prohibited Congress from 
making lav,:s respecting an establishment of 
religion. If they did , then Chief Justice 
Rehnquist's position , that "establishments" 
did not mean nondiscriminatory aids to re
I igion, would be inconsistent with original 
intent. Unfortunately for this, the fram
ers' generation simply did not see the mat
ter in such a light. The "no aid" states 
did not have establishments, but it did not 
follow that the "nondiscriminatory aid" 
states did have. Rather, the term "estab
lishment" simply did not apply to nondis
criminatory aid. 

Historians are trained to be 
acutely sensitive to the broader 
context of events and inten
tions. 

The framers' generation used the language 
of religious liberty and establishment of 
religion in what might seem a rather loose 
way, at least from the perspective of Jus
tices seeking relatively firm answers to 
questions about the framers' intent. They 
wanted some vocabulary to express their 
general concern about governmental support 
of religion. It could be that the estab
lishment and free exercise clauses of the 
first amendment should be read to deal with 
that concern in a comprehensive way. In
sisting that the establishment clause re-
fers only to classical, discriminatory es
tablishments, when many of the framers be
lieved that nondiscriminatory support for 
ministers violated principles of religious 
liberty, would betray rather than respect 
their intentions. 

Note, however, the phrase "support for 
ministers" in what l have just presented. 
That suggests that there is another sort of 
relation between government and religion 



that might not implicate the same kinds of 
concerns about religious libert y. Curry 
and Le vy demonstrate that the framers' gen
eration regarded religion as an essential 
precondition of social order, a source of 
the civic virtue that was crucial to the 
success of the novel form of go vernment 
they were creating. Perhaps, then, the 
framers would allow government aid for "re
ligion in general," though not minis-terial 
support. However, Levy and Curry properl y 
insist that the framers did not see "rei ig-
ion in general" as the basis of secular 
order. Rather, they saw Christianity , and 
more specificall y Protestant Christianity , 
as that basis. 

This is , at the ver y least, embarrassing 
to those who would rely on the framers· 
intent to justif y support for "religion in 
general." There are a number of ways 
around the embarrassment, the most attrac
tive of which is to claim that the framers 
believed only that Protestantism (or Chris
tianity, or "religion in general") was a 
convenient, though not a necessary, precon
dition for social order. If so, they might 
have permitted legislation that supported 
"religion in general." Unfortunately for 
this revision, it appears to have no con
nection to the thought of the framers' gen
eration. The framers were not wishy-washy 
about religion. They all took it very ser
iously indeed--the believers for obvious 
reasons and the nonbelievers because they 
viewed\ religion as having has substantial 
and pernicious social effects. 

This very summary treatment of what our 
best recent historians of the establishment 
clause have told us leads to t wo conclu
sions. First, their inquiries do not pro-
duce the kind of relatively firm answers 
that are useful in constitutional adjudica
tion. Those who invite historians to inform 
constitutional adjudication hope to be able 

A Common Agenda 
for History Museums 

Conference 
Proceedings 
Edited by umn w. Tt:tylor 

to sa y, "The framers meant thus-and-so." 
The training and disciplinar y orientation 
of historians leads them to be attuned to 
the complexities of any real historical 
event or set of intentions, which makes 
their conclusions Jess useful to the Jus
tices. (That may be why the Justices tend 
to rely on historical works produced by 
law yers and political scientists, wl1ose 
disciplinary orientation is differen t and 
leads them to be less sensitive to those 
complexities.) 

Their contribution lies in 
distancing us from the framers, 
showing the Justices the degree 
to which the framers' intellec
tual and constitutional world 
was different from ours. 

Second, and perhaps more important, his
torians are trained to be acutely sensitive 
to the broader context of events and inten
tions. Particularly important here are the 
lessons historians have learned about in
tellectual histor y from Quentin Skinner and 
J . G. A. Pocock. One conte x t of constitu
tional language is the general rhetoric of 
political discourse. Skinner and Pocock 
have shown that we cannot recons t ruct the 
meaning of terms like "establishment of 
r e l igion" w ith ou t al so reco nstru c t in g the 
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e ntire inte ll ec tu a l un iverse in whi c h th ose 
terms were set. T hat is th e importance of 
the dem ons t rati on by Le vy a nd C urr y th a t 
th e terms \>v'e re in f lu x in 1789 a nd of th e ir 
empha s is o n the enti rel y na tura l \vay 111 

which the framers ' generation treated reli
gion as identical to Protestant Chris-
tianit y. 

The lesson is that the framers ' nor
mative understanding of the establis hment 
clause cannot be translated directl y into 
contemporar y constitutional law w ithout a 
substantial shift in our current intellec
tual uni verse , a shift that would somehow 
have to retrie ve the assumption that this 
is a Protestant nation in a normati vel y 
attractive form . And e ven if such a trans
lation could be done, it is entirel y un
clear what relevance it would have to a 
society whose fundamental institutions are 
so different from those to which the fram
ers ' normative understandings applied . 

Historians make their distinctive con
tribution, then, not in informing the Jus
tices about the framers ' intentions in wa ys 
that are directly helpful to contemporary 
circumstances. Rather, their contribution 
lies in distancing us from the framers, 
showing the Justices the degree to which 
the framers ' intellectual and therefore 
constitutional world was different from 
ours. This should not encourage the enthu
siasts of the jurisprudence of original 
intention. Neither should it suggest to 
historians that the y ought to accept the 
invitation to participate in that sort of 
discussion . 

Mark Tuslmet is Professor of La w, Geor
ge lolVJI Unil'ersit y La w Cente r. This essa.r 
draws 011 a book r('l'ie w tv appear in The 
Georgetown Law journal. 

We invite you to 

Celebrate 
The Bicentennial 

1787-1987 
by joining the 

Organization of American Historians 

Natio11al Museum of American History 

The Organization of American Historians is the largest professional 
society devoted exclusively to the study of American history. 
Members receive the Journal of American History , the OAH 
Newsletter, and the Annual Meeting Program. The OAH sponsors 
an Annual Meeting each spring , supports awards in recognition of 
professional and scholarly achievement and publishes a range of 
pamphlets , teach ing gu ides, and anthologies . 

llisrory nH1seums in the United States- regardless of 
size or location- have a common cause. 

They have similar ways in establishing collections 
and making them available to the public. At a recent 
conference, sponsored by the Smithsonian Institution's 
National M useum of American History, practitioners 
from the history museum field explored solutions to 

common needs. Their deliberations constitute 
/1 Commo11 /lgmda jor History Museums. 

This book will give you a sense of direct ion and 
guidance ro achieve your goals for years to come. 

l'aperbou nd. 64 pages. 
Ite m #6HO 
$H.7S I $7.HS for AASLH 
me mbers 

'/b mdn; please send your paymcnt 
(p lus $2 fo r thc first book and $.50 
fo r each additional book) w: 

American Association for 
State and Local History 
172 Sewml Auet/1111 North , Suitl' / 02 
Nashville, 'limnessee 3 7201 
(615) 255-2971 

t 

To start your OAH membership, complete the form below and return it 
to OAH, 112 North Bryan Street, Bloomington, Indiana, 47 405-3886. 
Please enclose a check or money order payable to the Organization of 
American Historians. · · · 

--- - ---- --------- - ~ -- --- --- ---- -- - - -- -- --, 

Organization of American Historians : 

Membership Application ,_~~ I 
Name 

Address 

Please check the appropriate income/dues category : 

C $10-Student• :.:::; $25 Associate 
0 $15-Under $1 0,000 ::J $25 Emeritus (retired) = $25-$1 0,000-14,999 = $30 Foreign Scholar (add SB fore1gn 
0 $30-$l 5,000-1 9,999 postage; U. S. funds only) 
0 $35-$20,000-24,999 :_:: $50 Dual (receive 1. journal, at one address) 
0 $40- $25,000·29,999 LJ $750 Life (may be paid in 2 installments) 
U $45-$30,000-39,999 LJ $1500 Patron (may be paid in 2 installments) 
0 $50-$40,000 & Above :::J $80 Insti tutional 
·student membership requires faculty signalure below: 

I 

------------------------------~--~----------- 1 
Name of Institution Facully S1gnature N EWSL/87 I 

I_ ------ - ------------- - -- - --- - --- -- ------ - 1 
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Capitol Commentary ______ Page Put nam Miller_ 

President Nominates Don W. Wil son T o Be 
Archivist of the U.S. 

On September 10 th e White Ho use offi cial 
ly no min a ted Do n W. Wilso n as A rchi v ist of 
the U nited States. Man y NCC o rga nizat io ns 
ha ve offic iall y e x pressed sup po rt fo r the 
selec tion of Wi lso n , a no n-part isa n, p rof es
sio nal a rc h iv is t a nd h istor ia n. Last sp ri ng 
w hen the NCC sent to the Preside nt a l ist 
of representati ve indi v idua ls w ho co uld serve 
a blv as U .S. A rchi vist, Do n Wil so n was 
am~ng those suggested . Wil so n r ecei ved his 
P h.D . in Histor y from the Uni versit y of C in
cinnati. He has held positions as A rchivist 
of the Kansas State Histo rica l Societ y, His
torian and later Deput y Director of the 
E isenh ower Presidential L ibrar y, a nd Asso
ciate Director of the State Historical So-
ciet y of Wisconsin. Currentl y he is the 
Director of the Gerald R . F ord Presidential 
Librar y and Mu seum. 

On October 20 the Senate G overnmenta l 
Affairs Committee held a confirmation hear
ing on this nomination . Senator Jim Sasser 
(D-TN), who chairs the subcommittee which 
has oversight responsibilit y for the National 
Archives, presided o ver the hearing. Be,
cause of time const raints the major histori
cal and archival organizations supplied state
ments for the record instead of testif y ing. 

Senator Sasser noted in his opening re
marks that Don Wilson superbly meets the 
legislated qualifications for a non-partisan 
professional. "Because this is the first ap
pointment of an archivist to head the inde
pendent National Archives," Sasser stressed, 
"the quality of this nomination will set a 
precedent for future appointments." Senator 
William Roth (R-DE), w ho w as also present 
at the hearing, applauded the nomination and 
the fact that it had generated no negative 
correspondence. 

The Senate Go vernmental Aff a irs Commit
tee anticipates votin g on the nomination 
during the last week in October w ith a full 
Senate vote the following week . 

While the archival and hi storical com
munity eagerly await the confirmatio n of 
Wil son a s the fir st A rch i vi s t of th e in de iJe n
dent National Archi ves and Records Admini
stration , many keepers and users of federal 
records have expressed appreciation for the 
interim leadership of Frank Burke, who has 
served as Acting Archivist for the past two 
and a half years. 

FY'88 Appropriations 
Congress has passed a continuing resolu

tion that funds the federal government 
through November 10. The Senate has se v
eral more appropriations bills to consider but 
several , that most concern historians, have 
already passed. The Senate passed a budget 
of $117 million for the National Archi ves, 
which includes $4 million for the NHPRC 
grants program and $6 million for architec
tural plans for a new archival facilit y. The 
House passed a budget of $116.266 million 
for FY'88 for the National Archives. The 
current funding le vel for the National Ar
chives is $100.3 million. The Senate has 
given a major boost to historic preservation 
recommending $25 million for state programs 
and $5.3 million for the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. The budget passed by 
the House calls for level funding, that is $20 
million for the states and $4.25 million for 
the Trust. The NEH budget appears to be 
holding close to current level funding in 
both the House and Senate. 

The Senate and House proposed budgets 
for FY'88 could , however, be in jeopardy. 
The Congressional Budget Office recentl y 
released projections of across-the-board 
spending cuts that could be requireq under 

th e G ra mm-Rudman-H o ll ings bu dget reduc t io n 
la w if meas ures to increase r e ve nues are not 
passed . Automa tic Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
deficit reductions could mean a c ut of 
approximatel y 8% for all d o mestic prog ra ms. 

NEH F ocuses On T ea c h ing Of H umanities I n 
Public Sc hoot s 

In a recent in itiative the Nat ional E n
do w ment for the Huma nities ha s e xpressed 
concern for the qualit y of hum a nit ies educa
tio n in elementa r y a nd seconda ry sc hoo ls. 
In Octo ber NEH in v ited proposa ls for the 
establishment of a research cen ter on the 
teaching and learning of histor y in American 
elementar y and secondary schoo ls. One 
a ward is anticipated , w ith a ma'\ imum fu nd 
in g le vel of $500,000 per yea r O\e r a t hr ee
year period . The mission of this center will 
be to study a wide range of questions con
cerning the teaching, learning and materials 
a vailable in the field of hi stor y in the 
school s. T he projec t w ish es, am o ng o th er 
o bjecti ves , to ass ist in det e rm in ing the mos t 
effec ti ve meth ods to teach hi s tory and in 
evaluating the scope and depth of texts and 
supplementa ry mater ia ls cur ren t ly in c lass
roo m use. Th e deadlin e fo r a pp lica tio ns is 
December 8. 

Rep. Glenn English Charges The State De
partment With Not Complying With FOlA 

Representative Glenn English, who chairs 
the House Subcommittee with oversight re
sponsibilit y for the Freedom of Information 
Act , recentl y charged that the U .S. State 
Department 's administration of the FOIA is 
"so riddled with wrong information that it is 
worthless as a management tool." Last year 
at English ' s request the General Accounting 
Office began a comprehensive stud y of the 
State Department 's handling of FOIA re
quests. English stated that he initiated the 
review because "the State Department has 
the worst reputation among all Cabinet de
partments for the quality and timeliness of 
its FOJA operations." Although the final 
GAO report has not been completed , GAO in 
a preliminary br iefing to the Ho use Subcom
mittee on Government Information ha s docu
mented an unacceptabl y high number of er
rors in the Department's basic FOIA case 
tracking system. Calling the preliminary 
findings of the GAO "a stounding," English 
has urged Secretary Shult z "to tak e immedi
ate action to correct the problems with the 
FOIA automated case track ing system." 
English anticipated that his subcommittee 
will conduct hearings on the State Depart
ment FOI A operation when the f inal G AO 
report is completed in early 1988. · 

Women's Rights National Historical Park 
On October 8 I testified before the House 

Subcommittee on National Parks and Public 
Lands in support for leg islation to increase 
the amount authorized to be app ropriated f o r 
acquisition at the Women's Rights National 
Historical Park. This park con s is ts of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel , the meeting 
place f o r the 1848 conventi on and o ther ke y 
build ings in Seneca Fall s, .Nev, Yor k. :J n cl 

nearb y Waterloo that were central to the 
1848 Women's Rights Convention. Commem
orating the formal begin n ing of the organ
ized women 's rig h ts move ment in Ame ri ca , 
this park is on e of only four of the 337 
units in the National Park Service that fo
cuses primar ily on women 's hi s tory. Legisla
tio n es tabli sh ing t he Wo men 's Rig ht s Nat ion
a l Historical Pa rk was passed less t han seve n 
year s ago, a nd th e par k is in its early stage 
of deve lopment. The long-ra nge p lan for 
th e par k ca ll s fo r an in tegrated desig n for 
th e b loc k in w h ic h th e Wes leya n C hapel is 
loca ted. The c urrent bill und e r co nsid e ra 
t io n, H.R. 2952, wo u ld a ll ow fo r t he pu rchase 
a nd re mov al of th e mov ie th eater that is 
now adjacent to the Wesleyan Chapel. 

1986 Tax La w Implications For Authors 
Co nsi d e rabl e opposi tion b y the A uthor 's 

G uild and o the rs is mo unt in g against a f oo t-
note added to the 1986 ta x la w that requires 
autho rs to compl y with uniform ca pita lizat io n 
prov isions. E fforts are under wa y to clarif y 
the issue b y e xempting auth ors from this 
pro v is ion . The group most directl y affected 
b y th is ta x rule are professional free- lance 
w riters whose livelihood is dependent on 
their writings and who use the so-called 
Hobby Loss Rule. This rule requires that an 
author make a profit from writings in three 
of the prev ious f iv e years in order to qualif y 
for the deduction of expenses on a project ' 
prior to receiving income. The Treasur y 
Department contends that those who use the 
H o bb y Loss Rule to deduct e xpenses prior to 
ma ki ng a profit use the uniform capitaliza
tio n pro visions. This in vol ves complex and 
burdensome financial bookkeeping and the 
un real istic requ iremen t t hat authors guess a t 
h ow much income ma y ultimatel y come from 
a book and prorate expenses over the antici
pated inco me-producing life of t he work . 
The ne w prov ision , however, onl y affects 
those who use the Hobby Loss Rule. Man y;;' · 

'I 

' • r 

histor ians currentl y deduct some expenses~ ' 
such a s a word processor , against the income · F' 

rece ived f rom ro yalties on a book but , in 
this case, the income is greater than the 
loss and the Hobby Loss Rule is not used . 

The House and Senate are nov.: working on 
different versions of the Technical Correc
tio ns A me ndment Bill. There a re curr e ntl y 
so me e nco ura g in g indicati ons th a t t he fin a l 

bill ma y specif y that free-lance authors' 
e xpenses in researching and w riting a book 
are not subject to capitalization rules. 

United States Information Agency And 
Scholarl y Exchange Programs 
Senator Claiborne Pell (D-RI), chair of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Comm ittee , has 
proposed the removal of educational ex
change programs from the jurisdiction of the 
United States Information Agenc y (USI A ), 
contending that the USI A has exerted inap
propriate political influence. Stanle y Katz , 
the pres ident of the OAH and president of 
the American Council of Learned Societies 
stressed that "It 's inappropriate for cultural 
programs to be under the tent of the propa
ganda unit." Defending the present arran
gement, Mark N. Blitz, who has respon
sibilit y at USIA for educational and cultu ral 
affairs , d o ubts that mo v ing the e xchange 
program to ano ther agenc y would eliminate 
the possibilit y of political intrusion because 
an y go vernment-operated agency might be 
accused of attempting to politicize the e x
changes. Despite various objections from 
USIA , Pell said the Senate Foreign Rel a tions 
Committee would hold hearings later this 
year to discuss a possible relocation of the 
scholarl y exchange, p ro gr1~ rl. 

· I ~II I I 
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New Spain: 
The Frontiers 

of Faith 
Frances Leonard 

In the late summer of 1492, an Italian 
adventurer set out with three Spanish ships 
to chart a new route to the Orient, to com
pete with the Portuguese in trading for silks 
and spices. After ten weeks on the high 
seas, he finally came to land on what he 
believed to be an offshore island of the 
Indies or Japan. The date was October 12. 

As we all know, the sailor was mistaken, 
but few mistakes have had so profound an 
impact on the entire world. Five hundred 
years have passed since Christopher Colum
bus first petitioned Ferdinand and Isabella to 
sponsor his venture, and the anniversary of 
his voyage--the Quincentenary--is approach
ing. The time is ripe for all Americans, 
North and South, to explore the ways in 
which Columbus' discovery changed the 
world. 

The Texas Humanities Resource Center now 
offer::; this oppot•tl);nity to Texas communities 
and surrounding states. Supported by a 
grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, THRC has collaborated with the 
Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to 
provide resources for public humanities pro
grams on the Spanish enterprise in Mexico 
and its northern lands, the realm that was 
called New Spain. 

The centerpiece of these resources is a 
photo-panel exhibition, "New Spain; The 
Frontiers .of Faith ." The photographs high
light selections from the Hispanic documents 
collection at the Gilcrease Museum, repro
duced full-size, with selective narrative text 
and captions to guide viewers through the 
exhibition. Included among the documents 
are letters by Diego Colon, son of the great 
Admiral; Bartolome de las Casas, defender of 
the rights of the Indians; and King Philip II 
of Spain, who used New World riches to fi
nance religious wars in Europe. Also fea
tured are engraved illustrations from early 
printed books concerning the mysterious, 
perhaps biblical, wonders of the New World 
and paintings from the Gilcrease collection 
of American art . 

This exhibition, now available for touring, 
is accompanied by free print materials de
signed to be·come permanent resources of 
community libraries and their patrons. In 
addition to the illustrated essay-brochure, 
which typically accompanies an exhibition 
from THRC, visitors to the display also may 
take with them a translation of a document, 
"The Trial of Diego Lopez." This record 
from the Inquisition in Mexico reflects the 
concern of the Spanish Catholic Church over 
the conduct of the faithful in lands remote 
from the direct influences of the mother 
country. 

The most important resource, however, 
consists of five books which THRC is con
tributing to the public library in communities 
where the exhibition is presented. These 
narrate the discoverv and conquest of Mex
ico, exploration of the h-b ft~ e>rh1 ta·nds from 

Courtes.r Thomas Gilcrease lnstilltle of 
American History and Art. Tulsa. Oklahoma 

Theodore de Bry, "Columbus Landing in the 
Indies." c. 1600 

Florida to California, attempts to colonize 
these lands, and the confrontation of His
panic and Anglo settlers of the Southwest 
throughout the nineteenth century. 

These books, recommended especially for 
general readers by consulting historian Stan
ley Hordes, will become part of the librar y's 
circulating collection. The purpose is to 
encourage reading, discussions and further 
reading, not only of these books but other 
library materials on the settlement of the 
New World. 

It is perhaps impossible to 
evaluate the true importance of 
Columbus' dis co very. 

With the assistance of Hordes. THRC has 
organized a directory of speakei·s, humanities 

· scholars who stand ready to address general 
audiences on topics relating to the Spanish 
settlement of Mexico and the Southwest. 
Many of the scholars are prepared also to 
introduce and lead discussions of the books 
that accompany the exhibition. 

In addition to this wealth of materials, 
THRC has collected 16mm films, videos, and 
slide-tape presentations for viewing discus
sion programs. These interpret and encour
age re-interpretations of the far-reaching 
effects of the discovery of America. The 
Conquest of Souls looks at the role of mis
sionary-priests in the worldwide spread of 
the Christian faith, while Cortez and the 
Legend emphasizes Aztec culture and its 
clash with European values in the conquest 
of Mexico. Other films illuminate the His
panic heritage of the Southwest and shov.· 
how Old World traditions were changed in 
New Spain. 

The exhibition title, "New Spain: The 
Frontiers of Faith," does not refer onl y to 
religious issues of the Spanish enterprise. 
It implies the Hispanic conviction that 
their governmental system, social patterns,
and cultural values could be transplanted 
successfully to remote regions. It refers 
also to the Spanish belief that European 
culture and the Catholic faith were benefi
cial to the Indians, a more than fair ex
change for goods from the New World . 
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It is perhaps impossible to evaluate the 
true importance of Columbus' discovery , but 
it is vitally important to understand how 
the Spaniards' mixed motives--serving God 
and Mammon together--and how their early 
experiences helped to shape modern expecta
tions of !weer Ia America --"Making the 
America." The New Spain enterprise impel
led the Spaniards to explore the Southern 
and Northern continents in search of other 
"New Spains," and it lured other Europe.an 
nations westward, as well. 

When Columbus came to the end of his 
journey, however mistaken he was in calling 
this land the Indies, he inaugurated a pro
found change in human history and identity . 
His discovery came at a time when Europeans 
were prepared to accept new interpretations 
of the world. 

New Spain, as Mexico was known, was es
tablished from these new possibilities, and 
with a rediscovery of the classical past. 
Claiming vast territories and all their 
inhabitants for Spain ushered in the era of 
colonialism, which only now is drawing to a 
close. 

As Hordes notes, the Spanish were suc
cessful in colohizing and governing New 
Spain because of their long experience with 
frontier administration during the cen
turies of the Reconquista, the war to drive 
the Moors from Spain. But . they had in 
their historical experience another pattern 
to follow: that of Rome. This was the 
first large-scale attempt at colonization 
since the fall of the Roman Empire. While 
the conquistadores may never have con
sciously thought of Roman precedents, the 
parallels between the two systems help 
modern Americans understand what went into 
the making of America. 

Like the Romans, the Spaniards sought to 
impose their system of government upon new 
lands, declaring all inhabitants to be 
under special obligation to the Crown , in 
exchange for royal protection. Notaries 
accompanied bands of adventurers to read 
the proclamation of conquest (most often 
delivered in Latin) and create records that 
would verify Spanish claims. Like the 
Romans, the Spaniards tended to build and 
live in cities, the very symbol of civili
zation. Also in the Roman manner, the 
conquet'ors dreamed of returning home to 
receive impressive titles , the sixteenth
century equivalent of the Caesars' trium-
phal processions. Although Columbus failed 
to sail home with ships full of silks and 
spices, he did take curiosities to display 
in his procession: plants and animals and 
minerals, and that most curious of all 
specimens, the Indian. 

Unlike the Romans, however, the Spaniards 
were not content with imposing civil order 
on the land. They sought also to change 
the inner life of the natives--to reap a 

See "The Frott'tiers of Faith" page 20 
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Council of Chairs to Discuss Status of Minorities _ _ Obituaries __ 
The Organization of American Hi stor ian s 

will partiall y underwrite a luncheon for the 
Council of Department Chai rs in the Vermont 
Room of theSheraton Washington Hotel on 
December 30, 1987, during the AHA Annual 
Meeting in Washington , D. C. Darlene Clark 
Hine , the John Hannah Professor of Ameri
can History at Michigan State Universit y, 
will speak on the recently-issued OAH pam
phlet, Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Minorit .t' Historians. and there will be a 
general discussion about hiring and promo-

t ion of minorit y historians. Representati ves 
of th e OAH Committee on the Status of 
Minority Historians and Minorit y Histor y and 
of the OAH Executi ve Board will also par
ticipate in the discussion. All department 
chairs arc welcome. The O AH will partiall y 
underwrite the first fift y reservations, and 
the cost will be $10. Reser vations abo ve the 
first fifty will cost $20. To make reserva
tions, please telephone Michael Regoli at 
(812) 335-7311 before December 1, 1987. 

The Planning History Group Luncheon 
~ 

The Seventh Annual Luncheon of the Plan
ning History Group '"'' ill be held on Satur
day, March 26, 1988, at noon in Ball y' s 
Hotel in Reno, Nevada. The luncheon is 
being held in conjunction with the meeting 
of the Organization of American Historians. 
Carl Abbott, Portland State University , 
will present a paper entitled , ·"New York of 
the South or Paris of America? Economic 
Strategies in Washington D.C. Since 1890." 
Carol A. O'Connor, Utah State Universit y, 
will chair the session. Tickets will be 
available as part of the pre-registration 

package for the OAH meeting or at the OAH 
Registration. As the number of tickets is 
limited, purchase through pre-registration 
is encouraged. For additional information , 
contact Blaine A. Brownell, College of 
Social and Behavioral Sciences, University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL 
35294; telephone (205) 934-5643; or Mark H. 
Rose, The Program in Science, Technology, 
and Society, Michigan Technological Univer
sity, Houghton, MI 49931; telephone (906) 
487-2115. 

A Threat to" American Memory" 
America's e lementary and secondary 

schools are failing to teach students about 
their shared past and culture, says Lynne 
V. Cheney, Chairman of the National Endow
ment for the Humanities (NEH). 
Cheney's comments appear in American 

Memor.l': A Report on the Humanities in the 
Nalion 's Public Schools, part of a Congres
sionall y mandated stud y w ritten b y the NE H 
Chairman. She says that hi stor y and liter
ature are not being adequately taught in 
public schools. The fundamental p ro bl e m, 
Cheney says, is that our system of elemen
tary and secondary education stresses 
skills rather than knowledge, based on the 
erroneous notion "that we can teach our 
children how to think without troubling 
them to learn an ything worth thinking 
about...[and] that we can teach them how to 
understand the world in which they live 
without conveying to them the events and 
ideas that have brought it into existence." 
By emphasizing the process of learning over 
content, schools are producing stude n ts 
with startling gaps in knowledge of history 
and literature, the report says. 

Knowledge of the past is important to our 
nation's strength, the report sa ys. "[T]he 
ideas that have molded us and the ideals 
that ha ve mattered to us function ... as a 
kind of civic glue ," Cheney writes. "Our 
history and our literature give us symbols 
to share; the y help us all , no matter how 
diverse our bac kg rounds, fe el par t of a 
comm on underta k in g." Co ll ege a nd un iver
s it y humanities faculties hav e no t p la yed 
their proper role in training and sustain-
in g good teache rs, C hen ey no tes. "Future 
teachers must be of concern to them in a 
wa y they have not al wa ys been in the past," 
she writes. 

OAH Membership 
Committee Vacancies 

The OAH Membership Committee has vacan
cies for representatives from se veral 
states. Any OAH member from Hawaii, Mis
souri, Nevada, Oregon or Virginia who is 
interested in serving on this committee 
should contact Sheri Sherrill, OAH, 112 N . 
Bryan St., Bloomington, IN 47401. 

Geo rge Wo lfsk ill , Profe sso r E mer it us a t 
t he U n iv e rs it y of T exas at Ar lin g ton d ied 
A ugu st 4, 1987. He taught at Ba y lor a nd 
Wi lliam Jewell College before joining the 
facult y at the U ni versi t y of Te xas at A r
lington (then Arlington State College) in 
1955. 

A specialist in twentieth-centur y U.S. 
histor y, Wolfskill was also the author of 
several books. A student and longtime 
friend of Walter Prescott Webb, he was 
instrumental in establishing the Walter 
Prescott Webb Memorial Lec tures at the 
Universit y of Texas at Arlington . 

Wolfskill's excellence as a teacher as 
well as a scholar were recognized by his 
receipt of the statewide Minnie Stephens 
Piper Foundation Award a s one of the ten 
"Professors of the Year" in 1959 and the 
Amoco Foundation "Excellence in Teaching 
Award" in 1976. 

Although he retired from full-time teach
ing in 198 2, Wolfskill continued to take an 
active interest in University affairs. 

Professor K . Jack Bauer died September 
17, 1987 in Troy, New York. Bauer received 
his A.B. degree from Harvard University in 
1948 and his graduate degrees in history 
from Indiana University. 

He was an Archivist at the National Ar
chives ( 1954-55); Head of the Opera tiona! 
History Section, Division of Naval Histor y, 
Department of the Navy; and Assistant to 
Samuel Eliot Morison for HisLor.t · of tlze 
United States Nm·al Operations in World IVar 
II (1957-1961). 

He came to Rensselaer Pol ytechnic In
stitute in 1965 as an assistant professor 
and became full professor in 1970. He 
ser ved as the Institute Archi v ist from 1970 
to 1977. Bauer was the author or editor of 
t h irteen books and numerous a r ticles. H is 
A Ma ritime History of the United Stat es: 
The Im pact of S eas and IVaten vays will be 
published in 1988. 

He won the Moncado Prize of the American 
Military Institute in 1970, the John Lyman 
Award of the North American Society for 
Oceanic History in 1982 and the William H. 
Wile y Distinguished Faculty Award of Rens- · · 
selaer Polytechnic Institute in 1987. 

Bauer was a Trustee of the American Mili
tar y Institute, a member of the Department 
of the Army His tory Advisory Committee a nd 
Chairman of the Secretar y of the Nav y's 
Advisor y Committee on Naval History . 



Proposed Goals for 
the Na tiona I Archives 
Gerhard L. Weinberg 

Thirty-six years ago I entered the National 
Archives building at Seventh and Pennsylva
nia in Washington as a researcher for the 
first time. What follows will be some re
flections on changes 1 have observed in the. 
years since as well as suggestions for future 
goals. 

Walking into the Archives toda y, one noti
ces two changes from years ago , one good 
and one bad. The good change is that you 
can acquire the standard identifying pass at 
the entering desk instead of wasting time 
wandering around and filling out a length y 
questionnaire. The bad change is in the 
microfilm reading room, where instead of the 
user-friendly , microfilm-friendly Recordak 
Model C of the 1950s, one finds a contrap
tion guaranteed either to break down or turn 
you blind. Such changes reflect the welcome 
desire of the Archives to assist its patrons 
on the one hand , and its surrender to tech
nological gimmickry on the other. The re
cently-acquired independence of the National 
Archives makes this an especially opportune 
moment to look ahead as well as back. 

The Archives faces four basic challenges. 
First, it must confront a steadily increasing 
mass of records at a time when its facilities 
are strained and its appropriations unlikely 
to increase in proportion to the volume of 
records entrusted to its care. Second, it is 
·obliged to operate in an environment where 
obsession with the secrecy of government 
records threatens to swamp any declassifica
tion program. Th.ird, many of the paper 
records it holds and almost all of the new 
paper records it acquires are undergoing 
chemical self-destruction because of their 
acidic nature. l should add, parenthetically, 
that the current administration's special pro
clivity for indefinite closing of records may 
well mean that most of its records will have 
physically vanished by the time they can be 
declassified. Fourth, the increasing use of 
computers in government offices is changing 
the nature of the material eventually offered 
for accessioning. Most of this material will 
deteriorate very rapidly, and it may not be 
accessible by future generations of machines. 

On classification, the only hope is the 
imposition, by legislation amending the Fed
eral Records Act, of a requirement of self
declassification schedules in all original clas
sification actions. The self-destruction of 
paper can only be countered by massive mi
crofilming projects, and these will have to 
be carried out by the Archives itself, not 
contracted out without proper standards and 
supervision. As for the problem posed by 
machine readable records, such records as 
require long-term use will either have to be 
converted into paper which in turn will have 
to be microfilmed or will have to be con
verted directly into Computer Output Micro
film. Nothing else will do: we can always 
magnify, but we will not be able to count on 
anything else. 

Then there is the paper avalanche which 
threatens to bury archivists and historians 
alike. The National Archives has not been 
facing this problem particularly well, it ap
pears to me. The danger stems from con
fusion as to the nature of the Archives as 

an institution. There has been an increasing 
tendency to confuse the Archives with a 
manuscript collection in the very years when 
the difference between the two types of in
stitutions has become more marked. A man
uscript collection is basically the custodian 
of a limited range of papers. An archive is 
a huge depository with enormous masses of 
records. lt should control these records by 
developing descriptions, not indexes, of 
them; and it can assist potential users by 
providing information ahout its records, not 
from them. 

It is obliged to operate in an 
environment where obsession with 
the secrecy of government rec
ords threatens to swamp any 
declassification program. 

The impression which I have recently had 
is that the Archives increasingly confuses 
its role as our central custodian of masses 
of records with the function that might be 
filled by a regional, university or other 
special manuscript collection. Concentra
tion on this inappropriate task leaves es
sential work undone: major groups of rec
ords are left without proper attention and 
descriptions at the time too much attention 
is given to records selected for more de
tailed treatment. The former sequence of 
preliminary inventories, followed by more 
detailed inventories and possibly shelf 
lists is preferable to any effort to pro-
vide subject-content control by computer
ized index in g. There is confusion between 
available and appropriate technology; what 
is available is frequently not appropriate. 
I greatly fear that the temptations of 
technology have been allowed to take prece
dence over good sense at Seventh and Penn
sylvania. 

A second area of great danger is confu
sion in the Archives' self-perception. The 
confusion is between the functions of cus
tody and outreach. There has always been a 
minimal place in the Archives for exhibits. 
The large exhibition hall was designed to 
provide a facility for sharing portions of 
the Archives' holdings with the tourists 
who daily stream around the Mall. It is 
appropriate for the Archives to do this , 
but it is ridiculous to try to compete with 
the Smithsonian's National Air and Space 
Museum. The effort to make it over into a 
competitor of other buildings on the Mall 
merely detracts from the effective and ef
ficient performance of its central func-
tions. 

Where could these confusions as to the 
nature of the institution and its primary 
function lead? In my judgment they threat
en two ruinous consequences. One is to 
leave it strangled in computer tape and 
deprived of the support of its main con
stituency. The other is an obsessive 
preoccupation with available but inap-
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propriate technology which swallows a larg
er and larger share of the fir1ances without 
either commensurate return or a readily 
visible exit from the wrong road. Only a 
policy decision to call a halt to over-in
vestment in machinery and a reorientation 
toward the traditional arranging, describ
ing and servicing function can prevent the 
same thing having to be done a few years 
hence when additional millions will have 
been spent. At a time when there is a lot 
of discussi.on of a return to basics in edu
cation, a little of the same might be ap
propriate for the Archives. 

As the Archives reallocates resources 
internally toward computerization and out
reach programs, it runs the risk of losing 
the understanding and support of its main 
customers and supporters, the scholars and 
genealogists who utilize its records. The 
importance of these supporters has been 
demon strated dramatically in recent years . 
It is they who made possible the main 
tenance of specific functions, like the 
N H PRC, reasonable levels of budget support, 
and above all, the attainment of indepen
dence from the General Services Administra
tion. The Archives would be well advised 
to return to its prior emphasis on its ser
vice function as a custodian of records 
making those records available to the 
changing research interests and needs of 
its customers. It cannot do that by put-
ting its resources into competition with 
the Smithsonian. The Archives has secured 
support in the past and will do so in the 
future by trying to do superbly what ar
chivists are basically trained to do: 
accession, arrange, describe and service 
records. Internal rewards need to be fit-
ted to these priorities. Also, an ar-
chivist's long-term development of exper-
tise in one group of records should lead to 
promotion in rank even without transfer to 
managerial posts. None of this is to sug
gest that the Archives ignore the changes 
which technology is making in our lives. 
The Archives' cor1cern in the technological 
area has been on access to information when 
it should be focused on preservation and 
utilization. . 
suggestion that the Archives ought to focus 
on its central role in relation to the his 
torical and genealogical research of this 
country. It needs to see itself once again 
as the memory of a people and its govern
ment. It should project itself as the an
chor of a nation, providing it with a firm 
hold on its own past as it is buffeted by 
changes and challenges. At first sight, 
such a goal may seem less ambitious and 
glamorous than alternative visions pursued 
increasingly in recent years. I fear that 
these visions will turn out to be a mirage. 
In a world of cascading paper, ever-chang
ing records technologies and constantly 
redefined research strategies, the proper 
maintenance and servicing of the country's 
vast storehouse of archival information is 
surely a sufficient challenge. 

The Washington Metro system has a station 
called "Archives" with an entrance across 
the street from the business entrance of 
the National Archives. The exhibit hall 
does indeed face the Mall; but the main 
business of the Archives wi ll come in on 
the other side. Its leadership would do 
well to concentrate their attention on the 
customers coming in at that door. 

Gerhard L. JVeinherg is n·illiam Rand 
Kenan. Jr .. Professor of Histor.l' at the 
Uni1·ersity of North Carolina at Chapel · 
Hill . This article is based on an address 
giren at the 1986 meeting of the Southem 
Historical Association. 
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Annual Meeting Information ____ _ 

Courtesy Reno Colll'ention and 
Vis itors Authority 

Virginia City, Nevada 

T he Eighty-first Annual Meeting of the 
Organization of American Historians 

will be held Thursday, March 24-Sunday, 
March 27, 1988 at Bally's Reno in Reno, 
Nevada. Please note these dates are dif
ferent from those originally scheduled. 

The OAH is especially pleased this year 
that there will be a reception and banquet 
immediately preceding the Presidential Ad
dress, Friday, March 25, 1988. 

This is the first Presidential Banquet to 
be held in 20 years and is a ticketed func
tion. Non-ticketed persons may attend the 
Presentation of Awards and the Presidential 
Add ress . 

The 1988 Presidential Address by Stanley 
N. Katz is titled "The Strange Birth and Un
likely History of Constitutional Equality." 

Nearly 110 sessions and workshops have 
been planned by the 1988 Program Commit
tee, which is chaired by Paul Boyer, Univer
sity of Wisconsin-Madison. 

The opening night session is titled "The 
1988 Election in Historical Perspective," 
and will feature William E. Leuchtenburg, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
James MacGregor Burns, Williams College, 
Seyp10ur Martin Lipset, Stanford University, 
and Robert S. McElvaine, Millsaps College. 

For more information about sessions and 
workshops at the 1988 OAH Annual Meeting , 
please consult your 1988 Annual Meeting 
Program, which will be sent to all OAH 
members in January. 

Hotel _______ _ 

Bally's Reno, located at 2500 East 2nd 
Street, Reno (702-789-2000), will serve as 
headquarters for the 1988 OAH Annual Meet
ing and will house convention registration, 
book exhibits, meal functions , the job regis
try, and all program sessions and workshops. 

Reno Site 
of 1988 
Annual Meeting 

Guest rooms are available at a special 
convention rate: $66 per night single or 
double room. To reserve your room, please 
use the hotel reservation card that will be 
inserted in the 1988 Annual Meeting Pro
gram. The Program will be circulated to 
OAH members in January. 

The hotel has 26 stories with 2,001 guest 
and suite rooms. Seven restaurants offer a 
wide-ranging choice of menus and atmo
spheres . . French cuisine is featured at the 
Cafe Gigi, Italian at Caruso's, Oriental 
specialties at China Seas, continental at 
the Steak House, and fresh seafood at the 
Bounty Oyster Bar. Informal meals are 
served at the Patio Room and in the Grand 
Buffet. 

Twice nightly, Bally's Reno presents in 
its Ziegfeld Theatre Donn Arden's Hello 
Hollywood . Hello, a tribute to motion pic
tures. Group seating will be available for 
the Organization Saturday, March 26, 1988. 
You may purchase tickets for the dinner or 
cocktail show by using the preregistration 
form in the Annual Meeting Program. 

Live entertainment is also presented in 
the casino lounges, and classic movies are 
offered in the two hotel movie theaters. 

The hotel also operates a 50-lane bowl
ing center. There are men's and women's 
health clubs and an indoor / outdoor tennis 
pavilion. For shoppers, over 40 boutiques 
and specialty shops are located in Bally's 
Grand Arcade Mall. 

Once again, a hotel reservation card 
will be inserted in the 1988 OAH Annual 
Meeting Program. fnformation will also be 
available in the Convention Supplement in 
the February 1988 OAH Newsleller. 

Tours __________________ _ 

Safaris, Inc.-Reno is offering several bus 
tours of historic and scenic Nevada. All 
tours are one-half day and include a box 
lunch. Tour reservation information will 
be printed in the 1988 OAH Annual Meet
ing Program and the February 1988 OAH 
Newsleller. 

VIRGINIA CITY/CARSON CITY 

A living history museum, Virginia City 
is the nearest thing to a frontier town lo
cated in the West today. Located on the 
side of what was once a remote mountain, it 
had a population of over 23,000 in its 1870 
boom days. 

The discovery of the Comstock Lode 
caused Virginia City to become the largest 
mining, financial, and cultural city of the 
entire West in the short period of 20 
years. 

Many original buildings stand today 
saloons, Victorian mansions, Piper's Opera 
House, Grant's General Store Museum, St. 

Mary's of the Mountain Church, as well as 
wooden sidewalks. 

After Virginia City, Carson City, Nevad
a's state capitol, will be visited. Sights 
of interest include the Governor's Mansion 
and the Nevada State Museum (formerly the 
Carson City Mint). 

DONNER MEMORIAL STATE PARK 

Located on the shores of Donner Lake, 
Donner Memorial State Park serves as a 
reminder to the hardships and travails of 
the early westward travelers. It is at 
this historic site where the famous Donner 
Party spent its historic winter during the 
mid-1800s. 

The Donner Party was one of the early 
wagon trains attempting to reach Califor
nia. Delays in their itinerary and other 
hardships, particularly weather, forced the 
party to spend a desperate winter on the 
shores of Donner Lake. 

A museum and presentation provide more 
information about the ill-fated Donner 
Party . Time will also be provided to ex
plore this scenic, yet tragic, area. 

From Donner Memorial State Park, the 
tour tra vets past Squaw Valley, home of the 
1960 Winter Olympics, then enters the Lake 
Tahoe basin, continuing along the North 
Shore. 

PYRAMID LAKE 

Situated among beautiful desert scenery, 
the clear blue waters of Pyramid Lake re
main the last vestige of a mammoth Jake 
which once covered most of Nevada. 

It is the home of the prehistoric Cuiui 
fish and one of only two Pelican rookeries 
in the country. 

The lake is part of the Pyramid Lake 
Paiute Indian Reservation, and the south 
end was the site of an Indian victory over 
Major Ormsby's government troops in 1860. 

A stop will be made at a store featuring 
local crafts and other items. 

LAKE TAHOE 

One of the most beautiful wilderness ar
eas in the country , Lake Tahoe remains a 
magnet to those who appreciate the stark 
beauty of enormous mountains and clear 
blue water. 

The Nevada State Archives in Carson 
City will be visited first where Guy Louis 
Rocha from the Archives will conduct a 
brief tour. 

Proceeding, the tour will travel over 
Spooner Summit into the Lake Tahoe basin, 
continuing along the East Shore of Lake Ta
hoe, up the Mt. Rose Highway where a stop 
will be made at vista point with a magnif
icent view of the north end of Lake Tahoe:; T 



CourteSl' Reno Convention and Visitors 
Autlwriiy and Reno News Bureau 

West Street Plaza-Downtown Reno (above); 
Sierra Skiing-Lake Tahoe (right) 

Airfares _______ _ 

Discount airfares for the March 24-27, 
1988 OAH Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada 
are available through OAH's official travel 
agency -- Rosalyn Moss Travel Consultants, 
Inc. (RMTC). 

RMTC has negotiated special discounts 
with United Airlines for convention attend
ees traveling from their home city to Reno 
on regularly scheduled flights. 

The travel dates in which the discount 
fares apply are March 21, 1988 to March 30, 
1988. Discounts are as follows: 45 percent 
off Coach (no restrictions); 5 percent off 
First Class (no restrictions); or, Fare Lev-
el equal to 5 percent off any fare including 
MaxiSavers (all restrictions apply). 

Two drink or movie coupons are includ
ed in each fare. There will be a raffle 
for one free ticket to any destination on 
United's route system, excluding the North 
and South Pacific, for those convention 
attendees who book through RMTC. 

When booking through RMTC, use a cred
it card to guarantee against possible fare in
creases, or if you prefer, pay by invoice. 
RMTC will mail your tickets to you. If 
fares are reduced later, RMTC will reissue 
tickets at the lower rate. 

Rosalyn Moss Travel Consultants are open 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST. 
Call toll free: 800-645-3437; in New York 
state: 516-536-3076. 

Post-Convention Trips 
and Rental Cars ___ _ 

The OAH is offering through Rosalyn 
Moss Travel Consultants two post-convention 
trips to either San Francisco or Lake 
Tahoe. IJ"l)n Jl' 

The post-convention trips are designed to 
give OAH members the opportunity to see 
San Francisco and the Bay Area or the Lake 
Tahoe region at relatively inexpensive cost. 

Both San Francisco and Lake Tahoe are 
in close proximity to Reno so travel time is 
at a minimum. 

Travelers to San Francisco will stav at 
the Holiday Inn-Fisherman's Wharf. lo-cated 
two blocks from the wharf, one from Ghir
ardelli Square. Single or double rooms are 

$90 per night plus tax. 
In Lake Tahoe, travelers will stay at the 

Lakeside Inn .on Lake Tahoe's South Shore 
near Stateline, Nevada. Single or double 
rooms are priced at $65 per night plus tax. 

Discount rental cars are also available 
through RMTC and Alamo Rent A Car in 
both Reno and San Francisco. Alamo has a 
wide selection of vehicles from economy · 
($24-26 daily j $89-115 weekly) to luxury 
($34-38 daily / $189-209 weekly). Alamo 
provides unlimited free mileage . There is 
a $125 drop charge from Reno to San Fran
cisco. 
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All reservations must be booked through 
Rosalyn Moss Travel Consultants. RMTC 
accepts reservations Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST. Call toll free: 800-
645-3437; in New York state: 516-536-3076. 

Professional Day----
The Fifth Annual OAH Professional Day, 

a day of development for middle and high 
school history and social studies teachers 
will take place Saturday, March 26, 1988, at 
the 1988 OAH Annual Meeting in Reno, 
Nevada. 

The purpose of the workshops is to dis
cuss current research and teaching strate
gies. Five sessions have been planned, 
each led by one secondary and one post
secondary teacher. 

Professional Day workshops are free of 
charge to those attending. There is a fee 
for the luncheon, where Leon F. Litwack, 
Professor of History, University of Calif
ornia, Berkeley, will address the audience 
on a theme of the Bicentennial of the Con
stitution. 

As in previous years, the OAH is plan
ning to provide a hospitality suite for teach
ers attending the 1988 Professional Day. 
Teachers and participants are invited to visit 
the suite for conversation and informal dis
cussion . 

. This year the OAH has instituted a spe
Cial _$_10 fee which allows Professional Day 
partiCipants to attend OAH convention ses
sions. This opportunity is available onlv on 
a special pre-registration basis. " 

Still in the planning stage is a possible 
collaboration with the American Historical 
Association's History Teaching Alliance at 
this year's Professional Dav. Tentative 
plans include a Saturday e-vening speaker on 
Western Oral History with a cocktail recep
tion following. 

For more information on the 1988 OAH 
Professional Day, including pre -registration, 
please write to: Professional Day, Organi
zation of American Historians, 112 North 
Bryan Street, Bloomington, IN 47401. 

Job Registry ____ _ 

The OAH will provide a professional 
placement service March 24-26, 1988 at the 
1988 OAH Annual Meeting. 

Employers will have access to applica
tions for employment, and applicants can 
survey descriptions of position openings. 

In addition to university and college 
openings, the Organization welcomes the list
ing of position vacancies in community col
leges, secondary schools, libraries, historical 
agencies, publishing houses, and government. 
Some space for interviewing will be avail
able. There is no charge for use of the 
placement service either for employers or 
applicants. 

For your convenience, the OAH offers 
pre-convention Job Registry registration for 
both employers and prospective applicants. 
Listing your position(s) or application prior 
to the meeting will expedite service at the 
Job Registry. 

Applications and position opening re
quests from individuals not attending the 
Annual Meeting will be handled by the 
OAH business office. 

A form for both employers and pro
spective applicants to request Job Registry 
information will be available in the 1988 
OAH Annual Meeting Program. Information 
will also be available in the Convention 
S upplement in the February 1988 OAH News
letter. 



20 OAH Newsletter November 1987 

Federal Historian 
From page 3 

lively and demanding. 
Over the years, the history office built 

up a bibliographic index of some 125,000 
references to the history of American agri
culture, published 25 bibliographies on 
major subjects in the field, and collected 
copies of key documents relating to the 
history of the Department and its agencies. 
The office has always made this material 
a va i Ia ble to scholars and continues to do 
so. It is in no sense a duplication of the 
National Archives and elsewhere. The his
tory staff also answers many letters and 
telephone requests for information. 
Searching for the information needed to 
give an appropriate ans\•.:er to a particular 
request can be an interesting task. In any 
case, if someone was interested enough to 
write or telephone, I felt that person de
served a prompt, helpful reply . 

The best guarantees that jobs as federal 
historians will continue are prompt, accu
rate answers to immediate questions and 
published research helpful to an agenc y in 
understanding current problems. Even then , 
historians face problems in today's politi-
cal climate. Many histor y offices are be-

ing cut back, in part because histor y d oes 
not appear to have the immediacy of other 
jobs. However, I believe that if histor -
ians do a good job in meeting current needs 
for historical background information, we 
will survive. 

They cannot afford the almost 
limitless time academics can 
give to their research. 

Historians must also seize upon opportu
nities to demonstrate the value of their 
work. Opportunities arise, although some
times in a form that is somewhat discourag
ing. The bicentennial celebration of the 
Constitution is a case in point. Jt would 
seem obvious that this is a time in which 
historians, archi v ists , museologi sts and 
many others could join together to make 
substantial contributions. Unfortunately, 
in contrast to the legislative branch of 
the government, planning by the agencies in 
the exequtive branch seems to be largel y in 
the hands of political appointees w ho see 
the event as public relations rather than 

as an e xamination of what our Constitution 
means toda y. Nevertheless, historians can 
publish papers of their own and help repre
sentatives to the bicentennial commission. 
This may give someone up the line the idea 
that the historian really is indispensable 
to the agency. 

"In union there is strength," Benjamin 
Franklin said some two hundred years ago. 
Perhaps that is not always true today be
cause most unions and their members are 
being hit rather hard. However, I believe 
that federal historians should join their 
own group and major historical organiza
tions. That is one way to broaden perspec
tive and improve the job. 

r am grateful that a snowstorm provided 
the opportunity to be a federal historian. 
J am proud of federal historians. We have 
a unique opportunity to serve the American 
people and , in so doing, lead a truly re
wa rding life. 

IVa .m e D. Rasmussen. retired Historian. 
U.S. De partment of Agriculture. is writing 
a histor_1· of the Cooperatil•e Extension Ser
rice. He has most recently 1vritlen "90 
Years of Rural De1·e/opment Programs" for 
Rural De ve lopment Perspectives. 

The Frontiers of Faith __ _ 
From page 15 

harvest of souls for the faith. They cast 
down idols, destroyed altars and temples, 
and built their own churches o n that very 
ground . A nd the y fell into a great theolo
gical and philoso phical debate: Were these 
Indians real people like themselves, creat-
ed b y their God to be their equals but 
somehow omitted until no w from his g ra ce? 
Or \'llere they an inferior order of beings, 
somewhere below mankind and above the ani
mals, a new link in the great chain of 
being? This debate forced them to recon
sider, rephrase, and sometimes reject defi
nitions inherited from the Church fathers. 
Philosophically, as well as geographically , 
their location in the scheme of things 
could never be the same. 

Ever since the settlement of the West 
Indies and the conquest of Mexico with its 
rich store of gold and its richer veins of 
silver, another argument has raged , the 
Spaniards' treatment of the Indians. Were 
these conquerors black-hearted villains who 
casually destroyed not only civilizations 
but entire populations? Or did they, as 
some scholars maintain , treat the Indians 
more humanely than other Europeans, b y 
according them a place in colonial society? 

Hordes insists that the "Black Legend" of 
the destructive Spaniard was largely un
founded English prejudice deriving from 
political and religious enmity between the 
two nations. T. R. Fehrenba c h sa ys po int
edly , however, that the notion that th e 
Spaniards were more humane than other Euro
pe'an colonizers is both sentimental and 
illogical, since it is not based on com-
parable conditions. 

Both arguments draw voluble support from 
partisans, v,·ith each side suspecting the 
other of voicing unexamined prejudices of 
racial, religious, or linguistic origins. 
It is perhaps an argument that defies reso
lution , but it is one that must be ana
lyzed, for it bears directiy on cultural 
relationships in America today . 

"New Spain" is important then, not as an 
exercise in celebrat ing the Quincentenary 
or a foray into learning about "old 
things," but as an entryway to understand
ing America today and remembering that 
America is not one land and one language, 

but man y languages and many lands of prom
ise. 

Frances Leonard is e xecut i l'e director o / 
the Texas Humanities Resource Center. This 
article is reprinted with permission f rom 
the Texas Journal. 

OAH/FIPSE Project 
presents an 

Active Learning 
Workshop 

Through a grant fro m the Fund 
for the Improvement of Pos tsecondary 
Education, the Organization of Amer
ican Historians has developed a two
day workshop entitled, "Active Lear
n ing and the Teaching of History." 
This workshop is open to any his to
rian interested in adopting the 
tec hnique of participatory learning 
to the teaching of history. The 
wo rks hop constitutes a sharing of 
ex pertise among experts, as staff 
and participants work together in a 
collegial atmosphere to hone exist-
ing teaching skills, to explore new 
paths and to reconsider the role of 
the teacher in light of a variety of 
teac hing s t yles. 

The works hop leaders are: 
CHARLES C. BONWELL, former c hair 
and Professor of Histor y at South-
east Misso uri State University. In 
rece nt years, Professor Bonwell's 
sc hola rl y activ it y has addressed the 
enhancement of classroom teaching 
and the identification a nd 
development of cognitive ski ll s 
required for students learning 
his tory. 

PETER J. FREDERICK is pro
fe sso r of hi s tor v and Chair of the 
Division of Socia l Scie nces at 
Wabash College at Crawfordsville, 

Indiana . He is the recipient of 
several teaching a wards and ha s 
published many articles on t he a rt 
of teach in g. 

JULIE ROY JEFFREY is a 
professor of hi s to r y a nd former 
Chair at Goucher Co ll ege where she 
is the Direc tor of Historic Preser
vation and Di rec tor of Facult v 
Development. · 

STEPHEN JOHN KNEESHAW 
is Chair at the Department of 
History and Political Science at The 
School of the Ozarks. He is Coor
dinator of Facult y Development and 
Coordinator of In stitutional 
Research and Reporting for The 
School of the Oza rk s. 

JUDITH WELLMAN is an Asso
ciate Professor of History and 
Curator for Special Collections at 
the State University of New York, 
Os wego, where she helped to o rgan ize 
and acts as a coordinator f o r the 
minor in Museum Studies and th e 
Woman's Studies Program. 

Active Learnin g works hops have 
been held at Moravian Co llege and 
Middle Tennessee State U ni ve rsit y. 
There will be a work shop hos ted by 
Midland s Technical College, Colum
bia , South Carolina , March 25-26 , 
1988. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE OAH/FIPSE WORKSHOPS CONTACT: 

Michael Regoli, Coordinator OAH / FIPSE Projec t 
Organization of American Historian s 

112 North Bryan St., Bloomington, IN 47401 
(812) 335-7311 
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campus. 
Popular curiosity about the past remains 

undiminished, to be sure. But that curiosity 
is not being satisfied by the academic his
torians, who are too busy disputing the finer 
points of the "latest scholarship" to respond 
to a general interest in the collective ex
perience of society. The task of interpret
ing history for the lay reader has therefore 
been left to nonacademics, some of them 
hacks and gossipmongers, but others scholars 

Historians have sought security 
behind the ramparts of recon
diteness and esotericism. 

of a ver y high order. There is not onl y 
mone y but fame and satisfaction to be 
gained by bringing historical learning to a 
broad public. The best-seller lis ts demon
strate e very week tha t there is still a w ide
spread , instinctive concern about the past 
which nonacademic historians continue to 
satisfy. The best among them are able to do 
so without sacrificing the discernment and 
sophistication of which academics like to 
boast. Indeed , the historical discipline was 
for a long time dominated by gifted , dedi
cated amateurs. Even after academic his
torians began to enter the field about a 
century ago, nonacademics retained an im
portant role by bringing to the field an 
enthusiasm, an exuberance which institution
alized learning seemed to inhibit. Today the 
free-lancers have been reduced to a mere 

SPECIAL ISSUE 
of 

handful , scorned by the professionals, with
out the cachet of the Ph .D., invisible at 
scholarly conventions, offering only talent 
and dedication , rewarded only with popular
ity and royalties. 

And that brings up the final point. It is 
the historical profession which is in decline, 
not historical learning. Our interest in the 
past, our need to know about those who 
have lived before us , is instincti ve and spon
taneous. It is not restricted to the class
room or the symposium. It is as natural as 
our interest in art , music or literature. The 
task of the his tor ian is to interpret for 
societ y the meaning of its collective experi
ence, to help the individual see himself in 
the context of his co mmunit y's o rig ins, to 
show how the present emerged out of the 
past. He can still remain objecti ve and 
critical , perhaps e ven captious, although the 
creati ve possibilities in breast -bea t ing and 
sel f -flagellation are rather limited . Jn an y 
case, he must be able to giv e some meaning 
to the life which pulsates beyond the librar y 
and the lecture hall. This is the challenge 
before the historical profession today. If 
academic historians meet that challenge, the 
crisis they face will e ventuall y pass. But if 
not , there will be others--nonacademics, 
priests, dogmatists, moralizers and dema
gogues--who will do it for them. The choice 
is theirs. 

Theodore S. Ham erow is prof essor of his
ton• at tlze Unil•ersitl' of Wiscon sin . Madi
sOii. An authority 0;1 nfneteenth-centur.J ' 
Germanv. he has recentll' written Reflec
tions on History and Historians. 

The Advisorv Council on Historic Preserva
tion has prepat:ed a special commemorative 
edition of its Report to the President and 
tlze Cong ress 1986. This report focuses on 
two decades of achievement since the pas
sage of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 (NHPA) . It discusses the impe
tus for thi s major preservation legisla-
tion , pro v ides an overview of programs it 
created, and re views the council ' s activi-
ties during 1986. 

According to the report , the national 
preser vation program has grown during the 
pa st 20 years into a dynamic partnership of 
Federal agencies, States , local govern-
ment s, pri vate businesses and nonprofit 
in s titutions. This is becau se the NHPA, 
the program's legi slative f oundation , em
pha s izes the participatio n of all le vel s 
of government , publi c and pri vate o rgani
zati o ns a nd indi v idual s i n thi s effo rt. 

The repo rt cites a number of tr e nd s and 
cha llen ge s in the national hi s to ric preser
vation prog ram. With the prog ram's con
tinued g row th , identif y in g hi s to ric prop
ert ies through careful research , recon 
naissance, intensi ve sur vey and registra-
tion are ongoing concern s of preser vation. 
Much has been accomplished in public inter
pretation of sites, but much more can be 
accomplished in preser vation education. 

Copies of the Re port are a va ila ble fr o m 
the Advisory Counci l without charge, \·vhile 
supplies last. Write Publications Office , 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation , 
The Old Post Office Building, J 100 Pennsyl
vania Avenue, N .W., Room 809 , Washington , 
D .C. 20004. 

The University of Connecticut 
Graduate Program in ~istory 

THE PUBLIC HISTORIAN The Department of History at The University of Connecticut offers a full range of field s 
in graduate studies leading to the Maste r's degree and the Doctorate. The Department has 
recently been awarded a National Endowment for the Humanities grant to train practicing 
and future teachers of Western Civilization courses. All graduate students in the 
Department are eligible fo r teaching assistantships, fellowships and other forms of 
financial assi stance. The Department's specialized graduate programs include: 

The Field of Public History: 
Planning the Curriculum 

CONTENTS 

Noel J. Stowe, "Developing a Public History Curriculum 
Beyond the 1980s: Challenges and Foresight" 

Robert Kelley, "On the Teaching of Public History" 

Lawrence B. de Graaf, "Distinctiveness or Integration? The 
Future of Public History Curriculum" 

Patricia Mooney Melvin, "In Quest of the Professional Histo-
. rian: The Introduction to Public History Course" 

Peter Steams and Joel Tarr, "Curriculum in Applied History: 
Toward the Future" 

Raymond Starr, ''The Role of a Local History Course in a 
Public History Curriculum" 

Barbara J. Howe, "Student Historians in the 'Real World' of 
Community Celebrations" 

Theodore J. Karamanski, "Experience and Experimentation: 
The Role of Academic Programs in the Public History Move
·ment" 

G. Wesley Johnson, ''Professionalism: An Essential Compo
nent for Developing Public History" 

Cullom Davis, Judith Wellman and Jeffrey Brown 
"Roundtable: The NEH Summer Institute on Teaching Public 
History" 

Michael Scardaville, ''Program Development in Public His
tory: A Look to the Future" 

This special Summer 1987 issue (Vol. 9, No.3) is available for $5.00 
for individuals, $6.50 for institutions, from the address below. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF.CALIFORNIA PRESS 
Berkeley, California 94720 ' 

• Archival Management. A two-year program leading to a Certificate 
in Archival Management and a Master's in History. Doctoral 
students may also earn the Certificate in Archival Management. The 
program trains historian-archivists . It includes a one-semester 
internship. Fellowship funds are earmarked for students in the 
program. 

• Medieval Studies. An interdisciplinary program that allows students 
to obtain degrees in Medieval Studies with a concentration in 
history. Fellowship funds are earmarked for students in the 
program. 

• Latin American and Caribbean Studies. An interdisciplinary 
Master's Degree is offered through the Center for Latin American & 
Caribbean Studies, one of ten federally funded centers in the 
nation. U.S. Department of Education Title VI Foreign Language 
and Area Studies Fellowships are available to students in this 
program as well as to doctoral students in History concentrating on 
Latin America. The Center also offers a joint interdisciplinary 
program with the School of Business Administration leading to an 
M.A. and an M.B.A. in Business and International Studies. 

• Museum Research . Students in the field of Early American History 
may obtain a Certificate in Museum Research and Interpretation by 
taking an additional 12 hours of course work in history and related 
disciplines and by completing a 15-week internship at Old 
Sturbridge Village. 

• Soviet and East European Studies. An interdisciplinary Master's 
Degree is offered through the Center for Soviet and East European 
Studies. 

For further information, contact: 
Director of Graduate Studies 
Department of History 
Box U-1 03, 241 Glenbrook Road 
The University of Connecticut 
Storrs, Connecticut 06268 
(203) 486-3717. 
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Professional 
Opportunities 

UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA-IRVINE 

Position in Afro-American 
culture. Ph.D. and interdiscipli
nary expertise in sociolog y, an
thropology or history (20th
century preferred), with sub
stantive focus on black people 
in the United States, essential. 
Position requires ability to teach 
an introductory undergraduate 
course in Afro-American culture, 
a graduate seminar on Non
Dominant Classes and Cultures 
and undergraduate and graduate 
courses in one's area of special
ization. The position is avail
able from a tenure-track Assis
tant Professor level up to a 
tenured Associate Professor 
level, depending upon one's 
qualifications. Applicants should 
either show promise of success
ful teaching and innovative 
research or have an academic 
record of teaching and publica
tion to qualify for tenure at the 
University of California. Con
tact the Director, Program in 
Comparative Culture, University 
of California, Irvine, CA 92717. 
Deadline for application is 
January I 5, 1988. AA / EOE. 

NEW JERSEY 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
The New Jersey Historical 

Commission is seeking a Director 
of its Oral History Program. 
Candidates must have a master's 
degree in United States history 
and two years of experience in 
oral history. Further study in 
history may substitute for oral 
history experien·ce. Some work 
in political history is desirable . 
Salary for the position begins at 
$24,710; an adequate benefits 
package is included. Please 
send a resume and references by 
January I, 1988, to Oral History 
Position, New Jersey Historical 
Commission, 113 , W. State St.. 
CN 305, Trenton , NJ 086~5. 

RUTHERFORD B. HA"YES 
PRESIDENTIAL · CENTER 

Established in 1916, the Hayes 
Presidential Center concentrates 
on the President, his family and 
the Gilded Age era. Owned by 
the state of Ohio and affiliated 
with the Ohio Historical Society, 
it is managed by an independent 
Board of Trustees. 

The Board seeks a Director 
with managerial experience and 
skills, fund raising abilities, and 
a demonstrated interest in the · 
Hayes period and the Gilded 
Age. A Ph.D. is preferred. 
Salary and benefits competitive; 
effective date, June I , 1988. 
Send c.v. and names and affilia
tions of three references, before 
November 30, 1987, to Search 
Committee, Hayes Presidential 
Center, Spiegel Grove, Fremont, 
OH 43420. AA / EOE. 

HUNTER COLLEGE 
Latin American History: As

sistant professor, tenure-track 
pos1t10n beginning September 
1988; Ph.D. required. Main 
teaching responsibility will be 
modern Latin America; useful 
additional specialties at:e Afro
American or African history. 
Appointee will be expected to 
teach a course in basic U.S. or 
European histor y survey. Salary 
commensurate with qualifications 
and experience. Send c.v. and 
three letters of recommendation, 
no later than February I, 1988 
to Chairman, Department of 
History, Hunter College, 695 
Park Avenue, New York, NY 
10021. Minorities, women and 
disabled persons are encouraged 
to apply. AA / EOE. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
U.S. Women's His tory. Assis-

tant professor. tenure track. 
beginning August 1988, pending 
availability of funds. Ph.D. 
expected by August 1988, publi
cations and teaching experience 
preferred. Salary competitive. 
Send c .v., transcripts and letters 
of recommendation to Winton 
Solberg, Search Committee 
Chair, Department of History, 
309 Gregory Hall , University of 
Illinois, 810 S. Wright St., Ur
bana, IL 61801. Phone (217) 
244-2594. All applications re
ceived by December 7, 1987 will 
recetve full consideration. 
AA / EOE. 

UNIVERSITY OF 
WISCONSIN -MADISON 

The Department of Afro-
American Studies, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, invites ap
plications for a tenure-track 
Assistant Professorship (unless 
qualifications require appoint
ment at a higher rate). Special
ization in pan-African and / or 
twentieth-century studies. Ca n
didates should have a Ph.D. in 
History and be prepared to 
teach both upper and lower d i
vision courses; conduct scholarly 
research in area of specializa
tion; participate in university 

professional service. Salary 
commensurate with qualifications 
and experience. Starting date: 
August 1988. Applications wi ll 
be accepted until November 25, 
1987. Send resume to Carl A. 
Grant, 4219 Humanities Building, 
455 North Park Street, Madison, 
WI 53706. AA / EOE. 

CONCORDIA COLLEGE 
(MINNESOTA) 

Full-time position , Instructor 
or Assistant Professor, commen
surate with degree and ex
perience. Tenure track . Teach 
United States Survey, upper 
division courses in Women and 
Indians, and eventua ll y, depend
ing on qualifications and inter 
est, an interdisciplinary fresh
man course on justice and an 
introductory survey of Latin 
America. Ph.D. desired. Salary 
commensurate with degree and 
experience. Selection criteria 
are appropriateness of prepara-
tion to departmental needs, 
quality of preparation, ex-
perience and / or potential as a 
college teacher and an under
standing of the aims of a 
church-related liberal arts col
lege. Position available late 
August, 1988. Please send ap
plication and c.v. with current 
references to: Dr. Carroll En
gelhart , Department of History, 
Concordia College, Moorhead, 
MN 56560. Application deadline: 
December I, 1987. EOE. 

LEHMAN COLLEGE 
Anticipated tenure-track 

positions: Anglo-American Con
stit utional History; So viet, 
and / or Middle Eastern or Afri
can History. Rank and salary 
dependent upon experience and 
publications. Send resume to 
Professor Jacob Judd, Chairman, 
Department of History, Lehman 
College, CUNY, Bronx, NY 
10468, by December II , 1987. 
Interviews scheduled for Al-IA 
Convention. 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, 
BOULDER 

The Women Studies Program 
at the University of Colorado 
invites applications for position 
of · Director of Women Studies 
for a four-year term. Position 
is at rank of Associate or Full 
Professor , field open. Salary 
commensurate with experience. 
Position is rostered in Women 
Studies and all responsibilities 
and duties are defined by the 
Program. These include admini-
st rati o n of program (which 
includes core faculty), some 
teaching. academic advising of 
Women Studies majors, and 
liaison functions with extended 
Women Studies Faculty who are 
in other departments. 

Qualifications include publica
tions of feminist scholarship, 
knowledge of Women Studies 
discipline, parttctpation in 
Women Studies community, ad-
ministrative experience and 
experience teaching Women 
Studies. Tenure is in major 
field. Send letter of applica-

tion, c.v., and three letter s of 
reference by December 15, 1987 
to: Lee Chambers-Schi ller , 
Chair, Search Committee, His
tory Department, Campus Box 
234, University of Colorado, 
Boulder, CO 80309. AA / EOE. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, 
URBANA 

Director, Afro-American Stud
ies and Research Program be
ginning August 21, 1988. Ad
ministrative position reporting 
to Dean, College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. Applicants should 
be qualified for a tenured posi
tion in a humanities or social 
science department; required: 
Ph.D. or other terminal degree, 
significant publications, interest 
in Afro-American studies. Sal
ary, rank negotiable. To insure 
full consideration, applications 
and nominations must be re
ceived by January 15, 1988. 
Submit application, complete list 
of publications, and names of 
three referees to Professor 
Vernon Burton, Chairperson, 
Search Committee, 294 Lincoln 
Hall , 702 South Wright Street, 
Urbana, IL 61801. Phone: 
(217) 333-1350. AA / EOE. 

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 
Nominations and applications 

are in vited for the Hall Distin
guished Professorship in the 
History of the United States at 
the University of Kansas. Th e 
Univ(:rsity seeks an individual 
whose scholarship and teaching 
encompass such areas as the 
family, community, resource 
development and the West. 

The chair holder will 
strengthen an established gradu
ate program, teach undergrad
uate courses in a large and 
diverse department, promote 
interaction among scholars in 
related fields, and ma y partici
pate in interdisciplinary pro
grams. Salary competitive, with 
a supplement for research sup
port and library acquisitions. 
Deadline: December 15, 1987 , or 
until position is filled. Send 
nominations or letter of applica
tion with names of three refer
ees to Professor John Clark, 
Chairman , Hall Search Commit
tee, Department of History , 
University of Kansas , Lawrence, 
KS 66045-2130. AA / EOE. 

BETHANY COLLEGE 
Bethany College seeks an 

American historian with exper
tise in cultural and intellectual 
history for a tenure-track posi
tion. Candidates with interest 
and expertise in teaching an 
alternate -year survey art history 
course will receive preference. 
Doctorate with teaching exper
ience required . Send resume 
with names and addresses of 
five references to Dr. Richard L. 
Torgerson, Academic Dean, 
Bethany College, Lindsborg, KS 
67456 by January 4, 1988. EOE. 

WILLIAM and MARY 
The College of William and 

Mary ~eeks a Director of Amer -
- i 



ican Studies with scholarly 
expertise in intellectual / cultural 
history. American Stud ies at 
William and lVIary is an interdis
ciplinary program offering B.A., 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees. The 
director is expected to ad
minister the program, supervise 
students, pursue research inter
ests and teach courses appro
priate to his or her expertise. 
Senior academic rank, significant 
record of publications, evidence 
of successful teaching and some 
administrative experience are 
required. Rank and tenure will 
depend upon qualifications; sal
ary is highly competitive. Can
didates should send resumes and 
letters of recon~mendation to: 
Robert Scholnick, Dean of Grad
uate Studies, Arts and Sciences; 
College of William and Mary; 
Williamsburg, VA 23185. The 
review of applications '"'' ill begin 
November 15, 1987, but the pos
ition will remain open until 
filled. lnterviews at ASA coi1-
vention in New York. EOE. 

Activities of 
Members 

Vice Admiral Edwin B. Hooper 
postgraduate awards have been 
awarded to the following three 
members: Michael A. Barnhart, 
History Department, State Uni
versity of New York at Stony 
Brook , for his "American Mili
tary Strategy and the Acquisi
tion of Overseas Bases, 1941-
1959"; Marc S. Gallichio, His-
tory Department, Northeast 

"Missouri State University, for 
his "The Role of Naval Officers 

' in · Making Asian Policy after 
World War II"; and William F. 
Trimble, History Department, 
Auburn University, for his "A 
History of the Naval Aircraft 
Factory, Philadelphia." 

Robert C. Baron, President of 
Fulcrum, has edited Jefferson's 
Garden and Farm Book, a vol
ume which contains letters on 
gardening and farming written 
by Thomas Jefferson to his 
contemporaries. The Farm Book 
has not previously been tran
scribed, and the Garden Book 
has appeared in only one edi
tion. 

Gregory D. Black and Clayton 
R. Koppes have won the Cathy 
Covert Prize for their September 
1986 Journal of American His
.!Q[y article, "Blacks, Loyalty, 
and Motion-Picture Propaganda 
in World War II." The annual 
Covert award honors the best 
essay in mass communication 
history. 

Former Assistant Provost at 
Texas A&M University Lawrence 
D. Cress became Professor and 
Chair of the History Faculty at 
The University of Tulsa. 

Brent D. Glass, former execu
tive director of the North Caro-
lina Humanities Commitee, be
came the executive director of 
the Pennsylvania Histor-ical and 
Musuem Commission , which is 

t he official history agency for 
the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania. Glass has been exec u tive 
di rector of the North Caroli na 
Humanities Com1n ittee since 
1983. G lass, a 1969 graduate 
of Lafayette College, received 
his doctorate in history from 
the University of North Carolina 
in 1980. He is active in the 
rehabilitation and preservation 
of historic buildings and has 
been the executive director of 
the Neighborhood Housing Serv
ice in Durham, NC. 

Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, a his
tor ian scholar of the South's 
history and culture, particularly 
in the area of women's history, 
has been named Ford Foundation 
Professor of Southern Studies at 
the University of Mississippi 
during the 1987 fall semester. 
Hall, history faculty member and 
director of the Southern Oral 
History Program at the Univer
sity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, will be teaching a history 
graduate course and directing 
various seminars. 

Nancy G. Isenberg, a doctoral 
candidate in American women's 
history at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison , has received 
the Alice E. Smith Fellowship 
award for 1987-88. The fellow
ship is given annually by the 
State Historical Society of Wis
consin to a woman scholar re
searching American history . 

Charles Joyner, Professor of 
History at the University of 
Alabama, has won the 1987 
National University Press Book 
Award , presented by the Eugene 
M. Kayden Fund for the best 
book in the humanities published 
by a university press. The prize 
ho nors Joyner's Down .!2.Y. the 
Riverside: A South Carolina 
Slave Community, published by 
the University of Illinois Press. 

The American Institute of the 
History of Pharmacy has ap
pointed James H. Madison, as
sociate professor at Indiana 
University, Fischelis Scholar for 
1987 -88. Madison was selected 
in a national competition for his 
research project on the life and 
contributions of Eli Lilly . 

Calls for Papers 

The 31st Annual Missouri 
Valley His tory Conference will 
be March I 0-12, 1988 in Omaha, 
Nebraska. Sessions will include 
all fields of history, plus inter
disciplinary studies . Proposals 
for papers and panels should be 
submitted by November .!2.. 1987, 
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an d should incl ude a ha lf -page 
abstract and a brief c.v. of ses
sion partiCipa n ts. Con tact 
Michael L. Tate, Program Coor
dinator, 1988 MVHC, Department 
of History, University of Ne
braska at Omaha, Omaha, NE 
68182. 

The French Colonial Historical 
Society invites papers on all 
aspects of the French colonial 
experience as well as proposals 
for sessions for its annual meet
ing in Natchez, Mississippi, May 
4-8, 1988. Deadline for papers 
is November .!2.. 1987. Those 
papers concerned with the An 
cien Regime should be sent to 
Patricia Galloway, Mississippi 
Department of Archives and His
tory, P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS 
39205; telephone (601) 359-1424. 
Those dealing with modern top
ics should be sent to James 
Cooke, Department of History , 
University of Mississippi, Uni
versity, MS 38677; telephone 
(601) 232-5749. 

The Pan American Conference 
on Teaching History will be 
February 13, 1988 at the Pan 
American University in Edinberg, 
Texas. Papers and presentations 
rei a ting to the teaching of his
tory and social studies at the 
secondary school level are wel
comed. Dead! ine for papers is 
November 20. 1987. Contact 
James L. Gormly , Department of 
Hi stor y, Pan American Univer
sity, Edinberg, TX 78539. 

The Oral History Association 
solicits papers, panel discussions, 
media presentations and work
s hop sessions for its annual 
meeting October 13-15, 1988 in 
Baltimore, Maryland. The theme 
will be Afro-American, minority 
and community oral history. 
Proposals on any subject of oral 
history are welcome and should 
be submitted by November .lQ.,_ 
1987. lnclude a c.v. , prospectus 
and bib I iography. Send inquiries 
or submissions to And or Skot 
nes, Oral History Research Of
fice , Box 20, Butler Library, 
Columbia University, New York, 
NY 10027. 

The Association for Computers 
and the Humanities Conference 
invites papers and panel propo
sals on teaching of courses on 
computers and the humanities. 
Five copies of papers and pro
posals of I 000 words are re
quested by November .lQ.,_ 1987 . 
Selected papers from the con
ference will be published in a 
proceedings volume. Send pa
pers to Robert S. Tannenbaum, 
Program Chair, Department of 
Computer Science, Hunter Col
lege CUNY, 695 Park Avenue, 
New York, NY 10021. 

Individual papers and panel 
proposals are invited from all 
fields for a February 26-27, 
1988, conference, "Body and 
Spirit in American Culture," co 
sponsored by The New England 
Chapter of the American Studies 
Association and The Museum of 
Our National Heritage (Lexing
ton, MA). SubR1it proposals (1 

pa ge si ngle-spaced for pape rs, 3 
p p. for panels), wit h t it le and 
c. v. by December .L. 1987 to 
P rofessor Chris top her Wi lso n, 
E n glish Department, Boston 
College, Chestn u t Hi ll , MA 
02167; telephone (617) 734-3761. 

Ferris State Co llege welco mes 
proposals for papers or entire 
sessions for its first annual 
conference on Humanities, Sci
ence, and Technology March 11-
12, 1988. The conference will 
include sessions on medical 
ethics, the politics of scientific 
research, history of science and 
technology, and art and techni
cal innovation. Proposals should 
include a 300-word abstract and 
a c.v . All proposals are due by 
December .L. 1987 and should be 
sent to Coordinating/ Program 
Committee, Department of Hu 
manities, Ferris State College, 
Big Rapids, Ml 49307; telephone 
(616) 592-2758. 

Symposium on the History of 
Education in Massachusetts will 
be in the spring of 1988 . Pa
pers on any aspect of education 
in Massachusetts will be con
sidered by the program com
mittee , and those selected will 
be published by the Institute for 
Massachusetts Studies. Deadline 
is December .L. 1987, and papers 
should be sent to Martin Kauf
man, Institute of Massachusetts 
Studies, Westfield State College, 
Westfield, MA 0 I 086. 

Papers are welcomed for the 
seventh annual New River Sym
posium April 7-9, 1988 in Oak 
Hill, West Virginia. The Sym
posium will be cosponsored by 
The New River Gorge National 
River and the New River State 
Park in North Carolina . Pro
posals on any subject relating to 
the natural, physical or human 
environment should be sent with 
a 250-400 word abstract by 
December .L. 1987 to the Chief 
of Interpretation, National Park 
Service, New River Gorge Na
tional River, P.O. Box 1189, Oak 
Hill, WV 25901; telephone (304) 
465 -0508. 

The Missouri Conference on 
History will be April 29 -30, 1988 
at Missouri Southern State Col
lege in Joplin, Missouri. Pro
posals for papers and sessions 
should be submitted by Decem
ber .L. 1987 to Virginia J. Laas, 
Social Science Department, Mis
souri Southern State College, 
Joplin, MO, 6480 I. 

The annual meeting of the 
Society for the Advancement of 
Scandinavian Study will be held 
at the University of Oregon, 
Eugene, Oregon, April 28-30, 
1988. Those wishing to present 
papers in history and the social 
sciences should write to Steven 
Koblik, Department of History, 
Pomona College, Claremont, CA 
91711. Others should write 
Virpi Zuck, Department of Ger
manic Languages and Litera
tures, University of Oregon, 
Eugene, OR 97403. The deadline 
for papers is December l.Q... 1987. 
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Papers rei a ti ng to a II aspects 
of electronic media history are 

· invited for the Broadcast Educa
tion Association History Com
mittee Competition. The top 
papers will be presented at the 
1988 BEA convention in Las 
Vegas in April. Write to Bar
bara Cloud, Department of Com
munication Studies, University 
of Nevada-Las Vegas, Las Vegas, 
NV 89154 for application details. 
Papers must be sent first class 
and postmarked by December ll,. 
1987. 

Papers dealing with any aspect 
of American studies are wel
comed for the annual conference 
of the Canadian Association for 
American Studies. The con
ference will be October 13-15, 
1988 at the University of Sas
katchewan. Send a three-page 
abstract along with a brief 
personal resume by mid-J a nu arv, 
1988, to T. J. Matheson , Depart
ment of English, University of 
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask., 
S7N OWO. 

Proposals are welcomed for 
the American Studies Association 
annual meeting October 27-30, 
1988 at the Miami Beach Fon
tainebleau. The theme \'Ifill be 
"Creativity in Differences: The 
Cultures of Gender, Race, Et h
nicit y, and Class." Contact the 
American Studies Association, 
309 College Hall, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
19104-6303; telephone (215) 898-
5408. Deadline for papers is 
January J...i,. 1988. 

Papers and proposals for ses
s ions at the Western Association 
of Women Historians meeting 
May 6-8, 1988 are requested by 
January J...i,. 1988. The meeting 
will be at the Huntington Li
brary, Pasadena, California. 
Send papers to Bonnie Ford, 
29 16 Regina Way, Sacramento, 
CA95818. 

A conference on the rejuvena
tion and preservation of Ameri
ca's his to ric churches and syna
gogues will be in Philadelphia, 
April 23, I 988. The Society of 
Architectural Historians and its 
Philadelphia Chapter welcome 
papers on the architecture, 
decoration and cultural context 
of American places of worship 
for the conference. One-page 
single-spaced abstracts should be 
sent by February .12,. 1988 to 
Churches, Society of Architec
tural Historians, 1232 Pine St. , 
Philadelphia , PA 19107-5944. 

Student papers on all topics 
of the history of journalism and 
mass communication are wel
comed for the History Division 
of the Association for Education 
in Journalism and Mass Com-
munications 1988 Warren C. 
Price Award. Entries must be 
received by March .L. 1988. 
Papers should be double-spaced, 
typed or word-processed. In
clude four copies and two ab
stracts, one of 75 words and the 
other of I 50 words. Send in
quiries and entries to Maurine 
H. Beasley, ,AEJMC History Qi
v is ion Research / 1 tb~n1hfiHee 

Chair, College of Journalism, 
University of Maryland, College 
Park , MD 20742. 

The Journal of Communication 
Inquiry seeks submissions for a 
theme issue devoted to historical 
approaches to communication 
study. The editor of this issue 
is interested in research which 
challenges traditional interpre
tive frameworks for understa nd
ing media or communication 
history and which locates the 
practice of communication in-
quiry 111 histo rical context. 
Deadline for submissions is 
March J...i,. 1988. Direct inquiries 
to Georgia NeSmith , Editor, 
Journal of Communication In
quiry, 20SCommunications Cen
ter, University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, IA 52242. 

The Agricultural History Soci
ety and the Center for His
torical Studies of Technology 
and Science at Iowa State Uni
versity welcome. proposals for 
their symposium on the history 
of the United States Department 
of Agriculture. The symposium 
will meet June 15-18, 1989 and 
mark the Centennial of the ele
vation of the Commissioner of 
Agriculture to cabinet rank. 
Send submissions to Alan I. 
Marcus, Center for Historical 
Studies of Technology and Sci
ence , 635 Ross Hall, Iowa State 
University, Ames, IA 50011-1~0~ 
by June .L. 1988. 

American Studies. in coop

eration with the Center for the 
Historical Studies of Technology 
and Science at Iowa State Uni
versity, announces a special 
issue devoted to technology, 
medicine and science in Ameri
can culture and society. Submit 
articles to American Studies, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, 
KS 66045-2117 by September J...i,. 
I 988. Include two article cop
ies , a large SASE for return of 
articles, a postcard for acknow
ledgment and two abstract cop
ies. 

The Journal of American Eth
nic History invite.s papers on 
ethnic leadership and intergroup 
relations. Manuscripts should 
not exceed 35 pages and should 
be submitted by December lL. 
1988. For information and 
submissions, contact Ronald H. 
Bayor, School of Social Sciences, 
Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA 
30332. 

In commemoration of the 
!75th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Lake Erie, The Journal of 
Erie Studies seeks articles on 
theBattle both from the Ameri
can and Canadian perspective, 
the building and fate of the two 
fleets and on the personalities 
of people such as Dobbins and 
Perry. Contributions may be 
published in the Fall 1988 issue. 
For more information, contact 
the Editor, Erie County Histori
cal Society, 417 State St., Erie, 
PA 16501. (No deadline men
tioned.) 

The Journal of Policy History 
, Jdy ltes-< JtJit!WJ~~ J \9 .-..§HRG1it,(p1~£1Y-

scripts to this new interdiscipli
nary journal, published quarterly 
b y the Pennsylvania State Uni
versity Press. The journal's aim 
is to provide a medium for high 
qualit y re searc h on the develop
ment of public policies in the 
U.S. Submit four copies of 
manuscripts and a 150-word ab
stract to Peri E. Arnold/Donald 
T. Crithclow, Editors, Journal of 
Policy History, P.O. Box 533 , 
University of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame, IN 46556. 

The Society for Historians of 
the Early Republic invites pro
posals for papers and sessions at 
its annual meeting in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, Jul y 21-23, 1988. 
Send proposals to Bernard 
Friedman, SHEAR Program Com
mittee, Department of History, 
Indiana University-Pu rdue Uni -
versity at Indianapolis, 425 
Agnes St., Indianapolis, IN 
46202. (No deadline mentioned.) 

Proposals for papers and ses
sions in all areas of history are 
requested by the Pacific Coast 
Branch of the American Histori
cal Association in conjunction 
with the Western Association of 
Women Historians. Send propo
sals to Jess Flemion, Program 
Chair, PCB, Department of His
tory, San Diego State Univer
sity, San Diego, C A 92182. (No 
deadline mentioned .) 

Hofstra University, in recogni
tion of the 25th anniversary of 
the March on Washington and 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I 
Have A Dream" speech, is spon
soring an interdisciplinary con
ference. Papers on the histori
ca I, economic, rei igious, socio
logical and political evaluation 
of the Modern Black Struggle 
for Freedom and Equality are 
welcomed. For more informa
tion, write Athelene A. Collins, 
Conference Coordinator, Hofstra 
Cultural Center, Hofstra Univer
sit y, Hempstead, NY 11550. (No 
deadline mentioned.) 

Grants, 
Fellowships and 
Awards ___ _ 

Two postdoctoral fellowships 
will be a warded to a junior 
scholar in early American stud
ies by the Institute of Early 
American History and Culture. 
The fellowships are for two 
years, and deadline for applica
tion is November J...i,. 1988. For 
application forms and instruc
tions, write to the Director of 
the Institute, Box 220, Wil
liamsburg, VA 23187. 

The Missouri Conference on 
History will present awards for 
the best article on Missouri 
history and for the best book 
on any historical topic by a 
Missouri writer at its 1988 
meeting. Those wishing to en
ter their books or articles 
should send ·four copies to Char
les G. Nauert, Jr. , History De
par tmertt', · 143 Arts and Science 
Building, Unive~si_fy <?f N!~~9Jl::!·i, 1 

Columbia, MO 65211. Submis
sions must be received by De
cember .L. I 987. 

Professional archivists, record s 
managers, historians and other 
scholars at any stage of their 
professional career are eligible 
for the Bentley Historical Li
brary fellowships for Summer 
1988 through its Research Fel
lowship Program for Study of 
Modern Archives. Application 
forms can be obtained by con
tacting Francis X. Blouin, Jr. , or 
William K . Wallach, Bentley His
torical Librar y, University of 
Michigan, I 150 Beal Ave., Ann 
Arbor, Ml 48109-2113; telephone 
(313) 764-3482. Deadline for 
receipt of completed applications 
is December lL. 1987. 

Two one-year postdoctoral 
fellowships in Civil Rights Stud
ies are available through the 
Carter G. Woodson Institute for 
Afro-American and African 
Studies at the University of 
Virginia. The fellowships are 
for $25,000 and are funded by 
the Rockefeller Foundation's 
Residency Fellowships Program 
in the Humanities. Civil Rights 
Studies must be in origins, pro
cess and outcomes of the 20th
century black American civil
rights struggle. Application 
deadline is December lL. 1987. 
For application guidelines, write 
Armstead L. Robinson, 6irector 
for the Center for the Study of 
Civil Rights, Carter G. Woodson 
Institute for Afro-American and 
African Studies, Uni versit y of 
Virginia , 1512 Jefferson Park 
Avenue, Charlottesville, VA 
22903. 

Charlotte W. Newcombe Doc
toral Dissertation Year Fel
lowships are designed to en
courage original and significant 
study of ethical or religious 
values in all fields. An ap
plicant must be a candidate for 
a Ph.D., Th .D. or Ed.D. degree 
in a graduate school doctoral 
program in the U. S.. Can
didates must fulfill all pre-dis
sertation requirements by 
December 31, 1987 and expect to 
complete their dissertations in 
1989. Applicants who have held 
another of the Foundation's 
fellowships or a similar disserta
tion year award are not eligible 
to apply. Deadline for appl ica
tion requests is December lL. 
1987, and the deadline for com
pleted applications is January .L. 
1988. For requests , write the 
Newcombe Dissertation Fellow
ships, Woodrow Wilson National 
Fellowship Foundation, P.O. Box 
642, Princeton, NJ 0845 2. 

The Annenberg/ CPB Project 
provides funds to enhance the 
quality and availabilit y of higher 
education through the use of 
telecommunication and informa
tion technologies. The next 
deadline for the submission of 
pre-applications is December .£2,. 
1987. For more information, 
contact Annenberg/ CPB Project, 
1111 Sixteenth Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036. 
r~ r·n · ~ ,~ i ·) > 
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Cultures and the University's 
four ethnic centers offer fellow
ships to postdoctoral scholars to 
support study of Afro-Ameri
cans, Asian Americans, Chicanos 
or American Indians. Awards 
range from $20,000 to $25,000 
per year and can be made for 
less than a year. Applications 
must be received by December 
.lL. 1987. For applications and 
information, contact the ap
propriate UCLA fellowship 
director: Center for Afro-Amer
ican Studies, Los Angeles, CA 
90024-1545; Asian American 
Studies Center, 90024-1546; 
Chicano Studies Research Cen
ter, 90024-1544; or American 
Indian Studies Center, 90024-
1548. 

The T. Wistar Brown Fel
lowship is offered each year to 
a person who wishes to do 
research in the Haverford Li
brary's Quaker Collection. It is 
regarded as a postdoctoral fel
lowship and carries a stipend of 
$10,000 which may be used for 
one or two semesters. Can
didates should file applications, 
which should include transcripts 
and letters of recommendation, 
by Deceri1ber .lL. 1987 and the 
decision will be made by Feb
ruary I. Send appl ications to 
the Provost 's Office, Haverford 
College , Haverford, PA 19041-
1392; telephone (215) 896-1161. 

Junior and senior scholars in 
women's studies who have com
pleted their Ph.D. are invited to 
apply for 1988-89 Rockefeller 
Humanist-in-Residence Fellow
ships. The fellowships will 
focus on the intersection of 
gender, race and class and will 
be at the Duke University-Uni
versi ty of North Carolina Center 
for Research on Women. Sti-
pends range from $19,000-
$23,000. For detailed applica-
tion specifications, contact 
William H. Chafe, Duke-UNC 
Center for Research on Women, 
207 East Duke Bldg., Durham, 
NC 27708; telephone (9 I 9) 684-
6641. Applications must be 
postmarked by December .lL. 
1987. 

The University of Oklahoma 
announces junior and senior
level Rockefeller Foundation 
Fellowships in the Humanities 
for research on the history of 
science in western civilization. 
Fellowships for 1988-89 are open 
to candidates with doctorates in 
history, the history of science 
or related fields. Applications 
are due January lL. 1988. For 
more details, contact Mary Jo 
Nye, History of Science Depart
ment, 622 Physical Sciences 
Bldg., University of Oklahoma , 
Norman, OK 730 19; telephone 
( 405) 325-2213. 

Two Rockefeller Foundation 
Humanist-in-Residence Fellow
ships will be awarded in 1988-89 
to postdoctoral scholars to work 
on a book-length manuscript 
that focuses on the relationship 
between cultura l context and 
women's experience and that 
contributes to the deve ... lopment 
of feminist theor;q ~ '·,t.fe)l_flws 

receive a stipend of $30,000 and 
will be required to be in resi
dence from August 25, 1988 to 
May 12, 1989. Applications are 
due by Januarv .!2.,_ 1988. and 
selections will be made 1n 
MarciL For information and 
application forms, contact Wo
men's Studies/ Southwest In
stitute for Research on Women, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, 
AZ 85721; telephone (602) 621-
7338. 

The National Research Council 
will award thirty-five Ford 
Foundation Postdoctora I Fellow
ships for Minorities for 1988. 
The program provides oppor
tunities for continued education 
and experience in research, and 
awards will be made in the 
behavioral and social sciences, 
humanities, engineering, mathe
matics, physical and biological 
sciences. Application deadline 
is January .!2.,. 1988. For more 
information and applications, 
contact the Fellowship Office, 
National Research Council, 2101 
Constitution Ave., Washington, 
DC 20418. 

Maurice L. Richardson Fellow
ships are available for graduate 
students in the History of Med
icine at the University of Wis
consin-Madison . Beginning and 
advanced graduate students in 
the history of science or in 
history with major concentration 
in the history of medicine are 
eligible. Yearly stipends range 
from $500 to $9000, and applica
tions are due by January .!2.,_ 
1988. Students may apply for 
up to three years of support. 
Write to the History of Medicine 
Department, 1415 Medical Sci
ences Center, 1300 University 
Avenue, Madison, WJ 53706. 

Scholars interested in histori
cal and scientific research re
lated to aviation and space are 
encouraged to apply for the 
National Air and Space Museum 
Guggenheim Fellowship. Predoc
toral students mu s t hold a bach
elor's degree and be enrolled in 
a graduate program; they will 
receive a stipend of $12,000. 
Postdoctoral applicants should 
have received their Ph.D. within 
the past seven years, and the 
stipend is for $19,000. Applica 
tion deadline is January .!2.,. 
1988. For application requests , 
contact Guggenheim Fellowship, 
Office of the Deputy Director, 
National Air and Space Museum, 
Smithsonian Institution, Wash
ington , DC 20560. 

Individual scholars, colleges 
· and universities, libraries, muse

ums and arts and cultural or
ganizations interested in re
searching contemporar y social 
and cultural issues may apply 
for 1988-89 Rockefeller Founda
tion Fellowships in the Humani-
ties. Scholars interested in 
these residential fellowships 
should write to Fellowships in 
the Humanities, The Rockefeller 
Fo u ndation , Arts and Humanities 
Division, 1133 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York, NY 10036. 
Applications must be ! rec~i'i(')cl . Q4' , 
Fe-br<U-a·ry L. 19-88.· ·J ·~r·i-~<·tr 
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Awards for qualified resear
chers to pursue research in the 
New York State Archives' hold
ings are available through the 
Research Residency Program, 
which is intended to support 
advanced research in New York 
State History. Requests for 
awards of up to $3000 will be 
considered. Deadline for ap
plication submission is February 
.L. 1988, and application forms 
are available from Terri Sewell, 
New York State Archives, Ex
ternal Programs Office, Cultural 
Education Center, Albany, NY 
12230; telephone (518) 473-8037. 

Fifty Indiana Bicentennial 
Heritage Program grants are 
a va ila ble for non -profit or 
ganizations such as libraries, 
historical societies and colleges, 
which wish to sponsor programs 
dealing with the U.S. Constitu
tion, the Northwest Ordinance 
or the Bill of Rights . Applica
tions for programs occurring 
July l , 1988 to June 30, 1989 
are due by February .L. 1988, 
and notification of awards wi ll 
be March 15. For more informa
tion, contact the Indiana Com
mittee for the Humanities, 1500 
N. Delaware St., Indianapolis, IN 
46202; telephone (3 17) 638- I 500. 

The lnst itute for Research on 
Poverty at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu
man Services are sponsoring the 
seventh competition under the 
Small Grants program for re
search on po ver t y- related topics 
from Jul y 1988 to June 1989. 
Four grants of up to $12,500 
each are available for work 
during the su mmer of 1988 and 
do not require residence in 
Madison. Tv.:o grants of up to 
$25,000 each are reserved for 
visitors li ving in Madison or at 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services during the 1988-
89 academic year . App lication 
deadline is Februarv 2..,. 1988. 
For guidelines, contact Elizabeth 
Evanson, Institute for Research 
on Poverty, 1180 Observatory 
Drive, Madison, WJ 53706. 

The Department of History of 
the University of Florida an
nounces the Richard J. Milbauer 
Graduate Fellowships. The two 
twelve-month awards are for 
$12,500 and $11 ,000, and both 
scholarships are open to ap
plicants specializing in American 
or southern history. Deadline 
for applications is February l_Q,_ 
1988. and applicants should 
contact Kermit Hall, Director of 
Graduate Studies, 4131 Tur
lington Hall, Department of 
History, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, FL 32611; telephone 
(904) 392-0271. 

Advanced research fellowships, 
through the Hagley Museum and 
Library and funded by the Na
tional Endowment for the Hu
mantttes and the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation, are available 
for 1988-89. Scholars working 
in the humanities or in the 
history of business, technology 
a.nd society who employ_ histori- . 
c-a1 .. ·ur .. phi·losoph ical approa~hes l 

are encouraged to apply . Fel
lowships are offered for six to 
twelve months work with a 
stipend of $27,500. Degree 
candidates will not be con
sidered . Completed applications 
must be received by February 
.!2.,_ 1988, and a wards will be 
announced by April. Short -term 
grants-in-aid are also offered to 
both degree candidates and 
advanced scholars. For addi
tional information , contact Eliz
abeth Gray Kogen , Center for 
the History of Business, Tech
nology and Society, Hagley 
Museum and Library, P.O. Box 
3630, Wilmington, DE 19807. 

The Jamestowne Society an
nounces an annual fellowship 
program for master's degree 
candidates for the completion of 
a thesis or essay on the histor y 
and culture of Virginia before 
J 700. Applicants should submit 
a brief resume, a proposal, three 
letters of reference and a sam
ple of their writing to the In
stitute of Early American His
tory & Culture, for the James
towne Societ y, P.O. Box 220, 
Williamsburg, VA 23187 by 
March .L. 1988. For further 
information, write the James
towne Society Fe llowship Pro
gram, P.O. Box 14523 , Richmond. 
VA 23221. 

The American Studies Associa
tion welcomes books published 
in 1987 in American Studies for 
consideration for the John Hope 
Franklin Publication Prize . 
Submissions are due by March .L. 
1988. For guidelines only, con
tact American Studies Associa
tion, 309 College Hall, Univer
sity of Pennsylvania, Philadel
phia, PA 19104-6303; telephone 
(21 5) 898-5408. 

The History Division of the 
Association for Education in 
Journalism and Mass Communica
tions welcomes nominations for 
the fourth annual Covert Award. 
A prize of $500 will be given to 
the author of the best essay , 
article or book chapter in mass 
communication history published 
in 1987. Nominations and a 
copy of the entry should be 
sent by March .±.,. 1988 to James 
L. Baughman, Covert Award 
Committee, School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication, Uni
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, 
821 University Ave., Room 5115, 
Madison, WI 53706. 

The Indiana Historical Society 
offers two $4,000 graduate fel
lowships in history for 1988 and 
1989. Applicants must be doc
toral candidates whose disserta
tions are in the fields of In
d iana history or of Indiana and 
the regions it has been associ
ated with . Three letters of 
recommendation, a transcript of 
graduate credits and a disserta
tion prospectus are required . 
Applications must be received by 
March .!2.,. 1988. For more in
formation and application forms, 
write Peter T. Harstad, Execu
tive Director, Indiana Historical 
Society, 315 W. Ohio St., ln
cli~q~pql ·i ~, IN,46202 . .. 
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The Philadelphia Center for 
Early American Studies and its 
project on "The Transformation 
of Philadelphia and the Delaware 
Valley, 1750-1850," offer three 
postdoctoral fellowships for 
1988-89 to scholars of early 
American technology. Fellows 
receive a stipend of $13,000. 
Candidates should submit a c.v., 
two letters of recommendation, 
a 2-3 page purpose statement 
and a work sample to Michael 
Zuckerman, His tory Department, 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104. Dead
line is March l.i, 1988. 

Three 1988 his tor y fellowships 
are available through the Na
tional Historical Publications and 
Records Commission to Ph.D.s 
and ABDs. Fellows will receive 
a stipend of $17,000 and will 
spend 10 months at one of the 
following documentary projects: 
Jefferson Davis, Rice University; 
Charles Willson Peale, Smith
sonian Institution; Benjamin 
Franklin, Yale University. Con
tact NHPRC, Room 300, National 
Archives Building, Washington , 
DC 20408; telephone (202) 523-
3092. Application deadline is 
March l.i, 1988. 

The Early American Industries 
Association announces 1988 
grants to provide up to $1,000 
to individuals or institutions 
engaged in research or publica
tion relating to the study of 
early American industries in 
homes, shops, farms or on the 
sea. Applications will be ac
cepted up to March l.i, 1988: 
For application forms , contact 
Charles F. Hummel , Grants-in
Aid Committee Chairman, Early 
American Industries Association, 
c j o Winterthur Museum and 
Gardens, Winterthur, DE 19735. 

The Naval Historical Center 
opens the 1988-89 competition 

for all fellowships and grant 
awards. Applications must be 
submitted by March lL. 1988. 
Address inquiries for applica
tions and more information , to 
the Director of the Naval His
torical Center, Washington Navy 
Yard, Washington, DC 20374-
0571. 

The Lehigh University Press 
announces a manuscript competi
tion for $1.500 award and a 
publication contract in the field 
of science, technology and so
ciety studies. Deadline is April 
L 1988. For information and an 
en~ form, contact Director, 
Lehigh University Press, Chand
ler-Uilmann Hall, Lehigh Univer
sity, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 

Study grant awards for 1988 
are available through the His-
torical Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
The grants will assist research
ers in the field of Baptist his
tory. Applications should be 
submitted before April .L. 1988. 
For more information, write 
Historical Commission, SBC, 901 
Commerce St., Suite 400, Nash
ville, TN 37203-3620; telephone 
(615) 244-0344. ···~"'"" 

The Newberry Library invites 
applications for ·resident fellow
ships in the humanities for 
1988-89. AI though most of the 
fellowships are designed for 
postdoctoral scholars, many 
awards are available for gradu
ate students and others. Terms 
in residence may be as short as 
a few weeks or as long as elev·
en months; stipends fall in an 
equally broad range. 

Special awards include Na
tional Endowment for the Hu
manities Fellowships, the Mon
ticello College Foundation Fel
lowship for women and the 
Lloyd Lewis Fellowship for 
senior scholars in American 
History. The Newberry also 
provides short-term support for 
work in any of its holdings. Its 
research centers for the histor y 
of cartography and the history 
of the American Indian offer 
both long-term and short-term 
fellowships. For more informa
tion and application forms, 
contact the Awards Committee, 
Newberry Library, 60 W. Walton 
St., Chicago, lL 60610; telephone 
(312) 943-9090. 

Massey University, New Zea
land , would like to attract- a 
Fulbright Scholar in American 
his tory in 1989. The his tory 
department requires someone to 
do some American histor y teach
ing, to advise on the develop
ment of the American history 
program and to conduct "dis
lance education programs." 
Potential Fulbright applicants 
who wish additional information 
about the university should 
write to J. C. Da vis, Head of 
History, Massey University, 
Palmerston, New Zealand. 

The Shelby Cullom Davis 
Center for Historical Studies at 
Princeton University offers a 
limited number of Research 
Fellowships for one or two 
semesters, during academic years 
1988 to 1990. The fellowships 
are designed for highly-recom
mended younger scholars and for 
seminar scholars with established 
reputations. Candidates must 
have finished their dissertations 
and have a full-time paid posi
tion to which they can return. 
Fellows are expected to live in 
Princeton. Inquiries and re
quests for application forms 
should be addressed to the Sec
retary, Shelby Cullom Davis 
Center for Historical Stud-ies, 
129 Dickinson Hall, Princeton 
University, Princeton , NJ 08544. 

Meetings and 
Conferences 

Boston University sponsors the 
Boston Colloquium for the Phi
losophy of Science, a series of 
programs beginning now and 
lasting through May 3, 1988. 
For information , contact Robert 
S. Cohen, Center for the Phi
losophy and History of Science, 
Boston University; telephone 
(617) 353-2604. 

The Southern Jewish Historical 
Society will hold its Twelfth 

Annual conference jn Durham, 
North Carolina November 6-8, 
1987. The occasion will mark 
~lOOth anniversary of Jewish 
settlement in the Durham-Chapel 
Hill area. For information on 
registration and details of the 
conference, contact Samuel 
Proctor, 126 Florida State Muse
um, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, FL 32611. 

Afro-American women and 
politics is the theme for a con
ference cosponsored by the Uni
versity of Massachusetts at Am
herst and the Massachusetts 
Foundation for the Humanities 
and Public Policy. The con
ference is November 13-15, 1987. 
For registration information, 
write to Arlene Avakian, Wo-
men's Studies, 208 Bartlett, 
University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, MA 01 003; telephone 
(413) 545-1922. 

Westfield State College will 
host the Ninth Annual Confer
ence on the History of Massa
chusetts November .!..1., 1987. 
For information, contact Martin 
Kaufman, Institute for Massa
chusetts Studies, Westfield State 
College, Westfield, MA 01086. 

The Council of Graduate 
<;:."hnnls' annual meeting will be 
December .!.:.±.. I 987 in Washing
ton, D C. For information on 
workshops and programs contact 
the Council of Graduate Schools, 
One Dupont Circle, N.W. Suite 
430, Washington, DC 20036-7311. 

The Eighth Annual Illinois 
History Symposium will be in 
Springfield December 4-5, 1987. 
The symposium, hosted by the 
Illinois State Historical Society, 
will celebrate the Bicentennial 
of the Northwest Ordinace. For 
registration and program infor
mation, write Symposium Coor
dinator, Illinois State Historical 
Society, Old State Capitol, 
Springield, IL 62701; telephone 
(217) 785-7949. 

The lnstituto de Cooperacion 
Iberoamericana and the Univer
sity of Florida will host a con
ference at the University De
cember 9-12, 1987. The con
ference theme is "Spain, Florida, 
and the Caribbean: Explorations 
and Settlements in the Sixteenth 
Century." For more information, 
contact Samuel Proctor, Univer
sity of Florida, Center for Flor
ida Studies, 126 Florida State 
Museum, Gainesville, FL 32611; 
telephone (904) 392-1721. 

A conference entitled "The 
New Sweden Colony in America: 
17th Century Scandinavian Pio
neers and Their Legacy" will be 
March 3-5, 1988 at the Uni
versity of Delaware. The con
ference will include sessions on 
Swedish-Indian relations, Swed
ish colonial policy , and the life 
and culture of the Swedish and 
Finnish settlers. For more 
information, write to Carol E. 
Hoffecker, History Department, 
University of Del a ware, Newark, 
DE 19716. 

Walter Prescott Webb Me-

moria! Lectures will be M(!rch 
.l.L. 1988 at the University of 
Texas at Arlington. The topic 
is "Sunbelt Cities and Recent 
Urban America." For more 
information, contact Stephen 
Maizlish, Webb Lectures Com
mittee, Department of History, 
University of Texas at Ar
lington , TX 76019. 

The U.S. Military Academy, 
with National Endowment for 
the Humanities support, will 
sponsor a history symposium, 
"The Theory and Practice of 
American National Security , 
1960-1968." The symposium will 
be at West Point, NY April 13-
l.i, 1988. For information, 
contact Lt. Col. Charles F. 
Brower, Histor y Department, 
USMA, West Point , NY I 0996. 

Celebrating its centennial 
year, the American Society of 
Church History will focus on the 
career and work of founder 
Philip Schaff at the Society's 
spring meeting. The meeting 
will be at the Lancaster Theolo
gical Seminary, PA April 14-16, 
1988. Contact Robert T. Handy, 
Centennial Planning Committee 
Chair, Union Theological Semi
nary , 3041 Broadwa y, New York, 
NY 10027. 

"Social History and Issues in 
Consciousness and Cognition: 
Some lnterdisciplinai·y Connec: 
tions" will be the theme for the 
First Biennial Confer.ence on 
Social History, ·cosponsored ·· by 
the Carnegie Mellon univ·e;·sity 
Department of History and the 
Pittsburgh Center for Socia.L 
History. The conference will be 
held at Carnegie K1ellon Unive'r: 
sity, Pittsburgh, May · lQ:.lL. 
1988. For further i.pformation, 
write Peter N. Stearns, Depart
ment of History, Carnegie Mel
lon University, Pittsburgh, PA 
15213. 

Madison, Wisconsin, is the 
site for the 17th Annual · Insti
tute for the Editing of Histor
ical Documents, scheduled for 
June 20-July .L. 1988. The 
institute is sponsored by the 
National Historical Publications 
and Records Cbmn1ission, - the 
State Historical Society of . Wis
consin and the University of 
Wisconsin. Applicants s·hould 
hold a master's · •degree in his
tory or American civilization. 
For more infotmation and ap 
plication forms , ' c'6ntact Nl;iPRC, 
Room 300, Naponal , A,rchj.ves 
Building, Wash ingt-oq DC 20408; 
telephone (202) 523-3092 _ ,by 
March 15, 1988. 

The 13th Biennial Conference 
of the Australian and• Mew Zea
land American Studies As-socia
tion will be at the Un'iversit)' of 
Newcastle August 28- September 
.L. 1988. Papers are invit.ed on• 
all aspects of American Studies, 
and abstracts of 300 words are 
due by July 1, 1988. Those 
interested in attending the con
ference should write to L.E. 
Fredman, President and Con
ference Organizer, ANZASA, 
Univer~i<t • of Newcastle, New 
South Wales , Australia, 2308. 
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