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October 25, 2011 

 

 

 

William Blomquist, PhD 

Dean, School of Liberal Arts 

IUPUI 

 

Dear Dean Blomquist: 

 

This is a letter of strong support for the proposed PhD program in Health Communication.  

Flawed communication has been documented as a significant contributor to failures in health 

care leading to medical error. Despite numerous attempts to improve the quality and 

reliability of communication between providers and patients, and provider to provider, 

communication breakdowns continue to be a problem. There is much opportunity to generate 

new knowledge for addressing issues surrounding health communication that could make a 

significant impact on health care and healthcare outcomes. Several of our PhD students over 

the past few years have focused their dissertation to examine and test models with concepts 

related to, or even directly associated with, communication in health care settings. 

 

PhD students in Nursing must have an approved minor specified in their program. Many 

have chosen to take these minor courses in the area of communication to support their 

dissertation research focus. Most have had to travel to Purdue University to take these 

courses. Although these courses are excellent, they also then restrict the number of hours the 

student can transfer in from their previous master’s degree program thereby lengthening their 

PhD program. In addition, given the graduate school’s requirement that a faculty member 

from the approved minor program should sit on the dissertation committee, this would also 

be an excellent medium to foster interprofessional education and collaboration across 

disciplines if the School of Liberal Arts offered such a degree. Having such an option here at 

IUPUI would clearly benefit our PhD students and the work of the faculty. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Marion E. Broome, PhD, RN, FAAN 

Dean and Distinguished Professor 

Indiana University School of Nursing 
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October 13, 2011 
 
Kristina Horn Sheeler, PhD 
Associate Professor and Department Chair 
Department of Communication Studies 
IU School of Liberal Arts at IUPUI  
Cavanaugh Hall, 425 University Blvd.  
Indianapolis, IN  46202 
 
It is without reservation and with the upmost enthusiasm that I write to you to support the 
approval of the PhD degree in Health Communication in the Department of Communication 
Studies at IUPUI. I have read through the proposal and I have found it to be a very 
compelling and strong case for the program to be implemented at IUPUI. Having had served 
on this committee from the outset, I can attest to the very hard work that you and your 
colleagues in the Department of Communication Studies invested in the development of the 
proposal. I believe the resources invested in the development and implementation of the 
program will be utilized appropriately to ensure a high level of quality instruction for 
students. Also, I do not perceived that the resources invested in this PhD program will not 
detract from the necessary programs in the School of Liberal Arts.   
 
I believe that IUPUI is uniquely positioned to offer a PhD degree in Health Communication. I 
believe the faculty in the Department of Communication Studies has the necessary expertise 
to train the next generation of Health Communication researchers. From a research 
perspective, IUPUI in general and the School of Liberal Arts, in particular, should embrace a 
PhD program in Health Communication.  It is congruent with the strategic plan of the 
campus in terms of developing innovative PhD programs and dovetails nicely with the 
health and life science initiative of IUPUI.  In many of my current research projects, I work 
with doctorally prepared Health Communication scholars. The skills and perspectives that 
such individuals bring to a research team are novel and important to cultivate a successful 
research program. I believe that the curriculum of this PhD program is very sound and 
innovatively builds upon the strengths of faculty both within the School of Liberal Arts and 
with other Centers and Schools on this campus.  I look forward to seeing this important 
program implemented to better serve the students of IUPUI for years to come.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Neale R. Chumbler, PhD 
Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology 
Director, Institute for Research on Social Issues 
Interim Director, Survey Research Center 
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October 18, 2011 
 
 
Kristina Sheeler, Ph.D 
Associate Professor and Chair 
Department of Communication Studies 
IU School of Liberal Arts 
IUPUI 
425 University Blvd. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
 
Dear Professor Sheeler: 
 
I write in support of the proposal to establish a Health Communication Ph.D. at IUPUI. Like the 
successful proposal from the Department of Economics three years ago, this proposal targets a 
growing need in society at large as well as in Indianapolis in particular.  
 
The need for Health Communication specialists is detailed in the proposal and it appears that the 
Department of Communication Studies is ideally placed at IUPUI to take advantage of the interface 
with the health campus of Indiana University, including the Schools of Medicine, Dentistry, 
Nursing, and Health and Rehabilitation Services. In addition they are at the nexus of an array of 
humanities and social science programs in the health area including Medical Humanities, Medical 
Sociology, Health Economics and the Indiana Center for Intercultural Communication. Hence their 
students will be imbedded in a rich educational environment. 
 
The proposed program wisely includes a mechanism for benefitting from the expertise of a number 
of senior scholars from outside the Department of Communication Studies itself. This helps to 
ensure that the PhD students will have the benefit of this broad array of expertise. The proposal lists 
more than twenty Senior Faculty Affiliates who have committed to provide their expertise to the 
program. 
 
The proposal appears to be carefully thought out and innovative. We welcome this proposal to 
establish another doctoral program in the School of Liberal Arts which aligns with the Life Sciences 
mission of the campus. 
 
Sincerely 

 
Paul S. Carlin 
Professor and Chair 
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