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Women's History Month 
Laura Briggs 

After almost three decades of activism to promote 
women's history in schools and communities, the 
National Women's History Project (NWHP) is ex

periencing serious budget shortfalls and staff cutbacks. 
Ironically, it is their success that is hurt
ing them-the widespread celebration 
of Women's History Month has turned 
it into a niche market. Where once 
NWHP was the primary source for 
posters and curricular materials, now 
many -commercial websites compete to 
"sell" Women's History Month. 

in this era of Brittany Spears and the ascendancy of a pop 
culture world where women are valued above all for their 
appearance, girls and young women need women's history 
more than ever. "Words like 'self-esteem' and 'role model' 

may seem to be over used until we 
read the journals and biographies 
of girls and women," she says. "In a 
world that continues to define women 
by the way we look, having a variety 
of role models who have successfully 
challenged cultural assumptions is 
critical. The unrelenting courage to 
believe in ourselves is the essence of 
women's history." 

NWHP has asked the OAH's 
Committee on the Status of Women in 
the Historical Profession to urge pro
fessional historians to support it, by re
minding OAH members of the crucial 
role NWHP has played in the founding 
of community celebrations of women's 
history in March and including a con
sciousness of race and multicultural
ism in the celebration. NWHP would 
like to encourage those who teach (or 
know teachers) at the K-12 level and 
in higher education to buy posters and 
other materials directly from NWHP, 
and even consider a direct donation 
(at http:/ /www.nwhp.org). 

"Women's Art: Women's Vision" is the theme 
for the 2008 National Women's History Month. 
(Courtesy National Women's History Project, 
<http://www.nwhp.org> .) 

In the 1960s, an upstart group 
of young (and not-so-young) schol
ars began to teach-and research
women's history. Emerging out of the 
impulse to do "history from below," 
Women's history was closely tied to 
the emerging Women's Liberation 
Movement and other social move
ments, addressing a need to give 
something as outlandish as a move
ment for women a past, and inspira
tion for a different kind of future for 
women and girls. Initially, women's 
history was taken up at least as much 

This year, the NWHP will be co
hosting a Women's Arts Weekend with A.I.R. gallery, the 
oldest women's gallery in the country, in conjunction with 
the OAH Annual Meeting in New York City in honor of 
this year's Women's History Month theme, "Women's Art, 
Women's Vision." The events will begin on Friday, March 
28, at the Puck Building in New York City with a High Tea 
to honor the 2008 honorees to be followed by a dinner hon
oring New York's women's art community. On Saturday, 
March 29, there will be a bus tour to the Brooklyn Museum 
to view a mounting of Judy Chicago's pathbreaking exhib
it, The Dinner Party. More information about cost, package 
deals, and registration is available on their website. 

outside of higher education as within 
it. In 1978, the Education Task Force of the Sonoma County 
(California) Commission on the Status of Women initi
ated a "Women's History Week" celebration, choosing the 
week of March 8 to coincide with International Women's 
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From the OAH President 

High School and 
Community College 
Historians and the OAH 

Nell Irvin Painter 

I t's all too easy to assume the Organization of American 
Historians' constituency is entirely collegiate, but that 
is not the case. Of our approximately 9,100 members 

5,400 teach in four-year colleges and universities, 1,600 
in high schools, and 400 in community colleges. In recent 
years high school historians have been among the fastest 
growing and most active of our members . . One facet of the 
2002-2003 Strategic Plan addressed the needs of historians 
in community colleges. 

I want to begin by stressing the overlapping nature of 
the work of all historians: whether we work in high schools, 
community colleges, colleges, or research institutions, we 
all teach youngish people, and most of us feel some kind 
of pressure or influence from the public sector, whether 
through compulsory testing, legislative mandates, or at
tention paid to enrollment numbers and teaching evalu
ations. Even the most dedicated research historians also 
function as teaching-historians. At all levels of our profes
sion, moreover, lack of tenure-experienced as part-time 
and contingent employment-aggravate the pressures on 
our work. 

High school and community college historians, how
ever, are seldom required to produce original scholarship 
as a job qualification, and, consequently, they usually lack 
support for their research. The ambitious among them do 
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r for the 
Molly Murphy MacGregor, the executive director of 

the National Women's History Project and one of its found
ers, argues that despite considerable victories in changing 
the representations of women in the teaching of history, 

years. Much has changed in the profession since 1986, but in 2008 we are "Bringing Us All 
Together"-across subfields and specialization, in an expansive spirit of unity. 

For details, turn to the CONVENTION SUPPLEMENT inside. I A 1 ..... 

OAH promotes excellence in the scholarship, teaching, and presentation of American history, and encourages wide discussion of historical questions and equitable treatment of all practitioners of history. 
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Profile 

An American Historian North of the Border: 
A Conversation \Nith Michael Fellntan 

Lee w. Formwalt 

Civil War historian Michael Fellman reminded me 
some years ago not to forget our American history 
colleagues laboring away in Canada. When I had 

talked to him then, the Canadian dollar was weak, and he 
pointed out how much more expensive OAH membership 
was for Canadians and how OAH failed to proactively seek 
the active involvement of its members who lived outside 
the U.S. Now, just having returned from Australia where I 
learned something about the practice of American history 
down under (seep. 13), I thought it would be interesting to 
talk with Michael more at length about what it was like to 
practice the craft north of the border. Shortly before Christ
mas, I reached him by phone at his Pender Island home 
where he spends part of his time this year on leave from 
Simon Fraser University, in Vancouver. I wanted to know 
how this Wisconsin native came to study history and how 
he ended up in British Columbia. 

''I'm an academic brat," he began. "My father was a 
professor of constitutional law at the University of Wiscon
sin, Madison where I grew up in the '50s. My dad was as 
much a historian as he was a political scientist, so I knew 
many historians, especially Merle Curti, who was born 
ten years to the day before my father, both in Omaha, Ne
braska. He was a widower for decades, and Mother would 
always have him over for their shared birthday party. He 
was so kindly that people always considered him a saint, 
but there was some really interesting political energy in 
that group of historians who were central to the Progres
sive movement. He was Frederick Jackson Turner's last 
student. Isn't it fantastic that I grew up with this 'uncle' 
who was Frederick Jackson Turner's last student? That's 
some of the environment I grew up in, and then, in 1962, I 
went off to Oberlin College, an exciting place." 

"In 1962, Martin Luther King came to give a talk, and 
I came into Finney Chapel, late as always. I went down 
one of the side aisles, and I stood maybe twenty feet from 
him, looking at him in profile, and I swear, Lee, he had 
an aura. It could've just been the lights behind him from 
the ""'indows, but there was something about that man that 
radiated. I still think of all the twentieth-century American 
figures, he's the one I most admire. The civil rights move
ment was very formative for all of us, even though I was 
mainly an observer. In 1963, I passed up a chance to go to 
Mississippi Freedom summer. Alan Dawley asked me to 
come down, and I don't know if it was cowardice or if I just 
wondered what a white boy from Madison would be doing 
going to Mississippi telling black folks to register to vote. I 
took a pass, and I've often wondered about myself because 
of that, but in any event, just as later during the Vietnam 
War, we were all engaged one way or another. I was just a 
foot soldier in the war against the war, but those were stir
ring and frightening times." 

I asked Fellman what, besides the influence of grow
ing up around historians in Madison, led him to choose 

history for his graduate work and 
his career. "Well, part of it," he 
said, "was I did pretty well in his
tory courses. I took a lot political 
science, sociology, and literature, 
but I didn't like the way Eng
lish professors wrote their very 
arid articles and I didn't want to 
learn a special language of social 
science. I loved the fact that his
tory was all written in English, 
that you could do whatever you 
wanted methodologically as long 
as you converted it into English. 
You could actually convey your 
scholarship to a broader reader-
ship, which attracted me. The 
other major consideration was I couldn't face going to law 
school," which his father had encouraged him to consid
er. "I talked to a few lawyers, and I was not interested in 
crooks or contracts or helping one corporation take over 
another." 

"Because of the modeling I'd had in Madison of all 
these history professors, I thought I'd do that. So, in that 
sense I backed into it. I was a graduate student at North
western, which was filled with talented young American 
historians at the time, especially Bob Wiebe, whose prema
ture death I still mourn." 

"During this time, as graduate students, there didn't 
seem to be any demarcation between our ideological sen
sibility, our political activities, and our historical ones. The 
main lesson of that whole period for me was challenging 
authority, because, well, the Johnson administration was 
lying to us. I realized in my gut that you can't trust au
thority- ! can even remember the moment when that re
alization happened. It was one Sunday morning, I had a 
little kid, Josh, and Anita and I were driving down Ridge 
Avenue to my mother-in-law's apartment in Chicago. I 
turned on the radio and the Tet Offensive was on, and it 
was "the Vietnamese are here, the Vietnamese are there, 
the Vietnamese are everywhere," and I said, "Hot damn, 
we're winning." Whether I said that out loud or not, I can't 
remember, nor do I recall if "we" was the antiwar move
ment or the Vietnamese. And then I had this great shock-I 
was twenty-four. I remember that something dropped out 
of me at that moment, a kind of innocence and belief in 
American righteousness, and I realized instantaneously 
that I'd never get that back. I'd never believe again. This 
deconversion experience was a great turning point." 

"This change has remained at the core of what I've 
done as an historian. I don't know if that makes me the 
village scoffer, but I just cannot see history as a branch of 
nationalism. Especially given the powerful American em
pire, there is a great danger that historical work, especially 

on the Second World War and 
the Civil War, can turn out to be 
celebratory, a kind of history that 
is, intentionally or not, support
ive of militarism." 

"Part of what I think you 
have to do in Civil War history is 
get beyond the idea of the glory 
of battle. Many of those Civil War 
reenactors have this notion that 
it was a great era, that soldiering 
was a wonderful experience. It 
was a dreadful war, unbelievably 
ghastly, as Drew Faust has just 

Fellman depicted powerfully. There was 
a huge human cost for a modest 
political gain. I'm not saying they 

could have avoided it, but you've got to look at that war in 
a realistic fashion, an unsentimental fashion, without sub
scription or worship. That sense of ruthless realism runs 
through my work. Your religious faith, if you've got one, 
is fine, your own business, but when you're doing history, 
you shouldn't interpret events as pageants, morality tales, 
or inevitably progressive steps on the road to Freedom. 
Americans are infected with the religion of American ex
ceptionalism to a considerable degree, and I blame PBS for 
a lot of it. The American Experience programs are almost 
all elegiac- isn't he great? a great American? another great 
American-and I don't find that to be a historical attitude. 
Historians should continue to strive to challenge received 
patriotic wisdom, to stand outside and look at history not 
without compassion but from an anthropological distance. 
Being in Canada helps." 

I asked Michael how he came to be in Canada. The 
position at Simon Fraser "was the only job offer I had. It 
was done after two drinks at the Statler Hilton Hotel in 
New York City. I was hired after ninty minutes, having met 
three people. Everybody back then was at least 20 percent 
hippie, and Vancouver sounded like hippie heaven, and 
the idea that it was a refuge from the American colossus 
was refreshing. I was already twenty-six and had a kid, so 
they weren't going to draft me, so I wasn't a war resister 
or a dodger, although many people assumed I was when I 
got to Simon Fraser. There were several hundred American 
dodgers and resisters and their girlfriends-they all broke 
up by the way-at Simon Fraser. So that's where I started 
teaching. It was a pretty exciting time." 

"Over the years I became a Canadian citizen. I'm a 
dual citizen, actually, and my joke has always been that 
I'm equally alienated from two societies, but in truth, since 
Ronald Reagan and especially since W, I would have to say 
I'm more alienated from American society." 

See FELLMAN I 16 .... 
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Scott Family Endowment Malcolm C. Clark Philip Gleason Maxine N. Lurie Ricardo Romo Stanley B. Winters 

William M. Hammond 
Barbara Sicherman Paul G. E. Clemens Myra C. Glenn Nancy MacLean Donald M. Roper Leon K. Wolfe 

Walter B. Hill 
Margaret M. Sonntag Catherine Cocks Lawrence B. Glickman Gloria L. Main William j. Rorabaugh Henry j. Wolfinger 

Darlene Clark Hine Neil H. Cogan William H. Goetzmann Elizabeth Mancke Mark H. Rose Craig Wollner 
Daniel Horowitz Paul R. Spickard 

Bruce s: Cohen William Graebner Kent L. Mann Ruth E. Rosen Cynthia Wolloch 
Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz Stephen Reily and Emily 

Ira Cohen Henry F. Graff Valerie J. Matsumoto Joan Rubin Sharon Wood 
R. Douglas Hurt Bingham Fund 

Miriam Cohen Gael Graham Glenna Matthews John W. Ryan Harold D. Woodman 
Matthew Jacobson Barbara Stewart 

James R. Connor Edward Gray Allen J. Matusow john E. Saffell Conrad E. Wright 
Stanley N. Katz jeffrey L. Stu rchio 

joseph J. Com Victor R. Greene Henry F. May Martha A. Sand weiss Gavin Wright 
Michael Kazin William M. Tuttle 

George B. Cotkin Sara S. Gronim Lary L. May Jonathan D. Sarna Bertram Wyatt-Brown 
Elizabeth A. Kessel University of Arkansas 

Hamilton Cravens Robert A. Gross Robert E. May Ronald Schaffer John Yarbrough 
Wilma King Fotmdation, Inc 

Alastair T. Crawford joshua B. Guild Edith P. Mayo Harry N. Scheiber Mary Young 
Richard S. Kirkendall John R. Waltrip 

Thomas Cripps Deborall C. Hall Darby A. McCarty Frederick Schult Joanna Schneider Zang-Susan W. Ware Lewis Lansky 
Richard West Rosemary F. Crockett Mark H. Haller Laura McEnaney Donald L. Schupp ran do 

Gerda Lerner 
Francille Rusan Wilson Prudence D. Cumberbatch Karen Halttunen Michael McGiffert Loren L. Schweninger Robert L. Zangrando 

Maeva Marcus Daniel Czitrom Ellen M. Hampton William McKelvey Michael S. Sherry Charles A. Zappia 
James M. McPherson 

Centennial Club 
Christopher B. Daly Klaus J. Hansen Samuel T. McSeveney Linda Shopes Joan Zenzen 

Mark E. Mitchell Sheri I. David Louis R. Harlan Annette Melville Abraham). Shragge Paul and Charlotte Zietlow 
David Nasaw ($1 00 to $499) Allen F. Davis Alexandra Harmon Denise D. Meringolo Edward M. Silbert Rebecca Zu rier 
Gary B. Nash Elaine S. Abelson Calvin D. Davis Lowell H. Harrison Stephen Messer Suzanne Sinke 
James P. O'Brien AnneAby Cullom Davis Susan M. Hartmann Tobie S. Meyer-Fong Harvard Sitkoff 
Nell Irvin Painter Robert H. Abzug David Brion Davis Laurence M. Hauptman Joanne J. Meyerowitz Stanley A. Skalski 

C. Blythe Ahlstrom Wanda A. Hendricks 

We encourage you to consider making a financial gift to the organization to support advocacy for the profession, increase its many outreach 
efforts, and improve our services to historians. There are many ways to support the Organization of American Historians. For more information, 
please ViS it US onl ine at <https:f/WWW.Oah.org/giving/>. The OAH is a 501 (c)(3) not for p10fit organization All gifts are tax deductible as allo11ed b~ Ia\\' 
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donors during the period of January 1 I 2007 through December 31 1 2007. 

ne 0 A Kathleen M. Dalton David N. Keightley Paul Pressly Roland Wacker 
(Up to $99) Judith Daubenmier 

Jacqueline Jones Margaret S. Olson 
Ralph Kelley Annette Price Joanne R Walroth Page Stanley N. Katz 

KerenAbra Jon Thares Davidann Patricia Kelly Hall Noel Pugach James A. Walsh Wilma King 
William N. Parker 

Kathleen Achille AlanDawlev M. Ruth Kelly Brian Purnell 
Stow Persons 

Kevin J. Adams Sabrina Da~son Gary L. Kieffner Louis Pyster 
Elwood Watson Michael J. Klarman Kenneth W. Porter 

Marion Deshmukh 
Richard Weichert Peter Kolchin Charles L. Price 

Roxanne Affholter Faye Kimu ra Julia Rabig John Welckle Virginia Sanchez Korrol 

jean-Christophe Agnew John R. Dichtl Curtis S. King Julie C. Radle Robert F. Wesser Chana Kai Lee 
Armin Rappaport 

Virginia H. Ahart John P. Diggins Jennifer Klein James R. Ralph Evelyn Williaqts Patricia Nelson Limerick 
Clark G. Reynolds 

Kristin L. Ahlberg John Dittmer Jonas Klein Janet Riesman K. P. Wilson Leon F. Litwack 
Maxwell Rosenzweig 

John H. Akers Maureen Donegan Susan E. Klepp James L Roark Cary D. Wintz James W. Loewen 
Roy Rosenzweig 

Ben F. Alexander Jav Driskell James R Kluger Michael Robinson Peter Wirzbicki Gloria Main 
Arthur M Schlesinger, Jr. 

Deborah J. Alexander Michael J. Dubin Deb Knowles Joseph Rodriguez Kenneth C. Wolensky Maeva Marcus 
Bayrd Still 

Keith J. Alexander Elizabeth Dudos-Orsello William A. Koelsch Alicia I. Rodriquez-Estrada Jennifer Wood Elaine Tyler May 
Warren Susman 

Gregory Anderson Joseph Earley Jeffrey Kolnick Donald W. Rogers James M. Woods Jeff McClurken 
Earlie E. Thorpe 

Anita C. Arellano Michael H. Ebner Tim Koster Tyshon Rogers Elizabeth Woodward Stephanie McCurry 
Charles H. Trout 

Susan M. Armeny R. David Edmunds William Kraebel Justin Rogers-Cooper 
William A. Williams 

Ashley Armes Rebea:a Edwards Steven G. Kraus Marianne Rogowski 
John F. Woolverton Sally G. McMillen Arthur M. Wilson 

Thorn M. Armstrong Paul Eilbes Cynthia Krutsinger Rae W. Rohfeld 
Ralph A. Wooster Joanne Meyerowitz Carter G. Woodson 
David M. Wrobel Steven H. Mintz 

Frederick J. Augustyn Mark Elliott Kathleen S. Kutolowski Howard J. Romanek Kinya Yamakawa Nancy Raquel Mirabal 

Steven B. Baker Julie Ellison David E. Kyvig F. Duane Rose Rafia Zafar Douglas Monroy 
lnHonorOf 

Carolyn P. Banulis Thomas R. English Jessica Lanier Amy Rosenberg Maria E. Montoya 
David Amidon 

Elliott Barkan Ann Ereline V.A. Lapomarda Mary Logan Rothschild Millennium Ten Society Alice Yang Murray 
Joyce Appleby 

Marsha Barrett Sara Evans Carol Lasser Cynthia E. Russett 
Christine Barnes 

Robert G. Barrows Carol Faulkner Carroll Leggett Sara Rzeszutek (Members of the Millen- MaeM.Ngai John M. Belohlavek 

Daniel Barthell Margaret Favretti Jesse Lemisch Stephanie Salyer nium Ten Society have 
Gregory H. Nobles Herman J. Belz 

Douglas C. Baynton BruceFehn Alan Lessoff George J. Sanchez committed to gifts of at 
Lisa Norling Edwin Bingham 
Mary Beth Norton 

DeAnna E. Beachley Anna Leagh Fidel is T. David Levitus John E. Sauer least $1 0,000 over a pe- Gunther Peck 
Alan Bogue 

Michael Bell Castaneda Barry John Levy Edward N. Saveth 
Paul S. Boyer 

Martin J. Bennett Monica Fitzgerald Susan Lewis Todd L Savitt riod of up to ten years.) William Pencak Hal Bridges 
Michael Perman 

Walter Berling Wendy Fitzhenry David J Libby Howard Schachman Darrel E. Bigham 
Dwight T. Pitcaithley 

William H. Chafe 

Joseph Bertelloni John J. Fitzpatrick James M. Lindgren Pam Schafler Lee W. Formwalt Robert A. Pratt 
Bert B. Cohen 

Alan Bickley Holly Folk Amanda Uttauer Evelyn A. Schlatter George Fredrickson 
Carol Reardon 

Stephen Cutcliffe 

Emily Bingham Catherine Forslund Robert E. Long Ann Schofield Jay Goodgold Linda Reed 
Roger Daniels 

Mike Bishop Mark 5. Foster Barbara Loomis Rima Lunin Schultz R Douglas Hurt Randy Roberts 
David Brion Davis 

Allida M. Black james Fox Margaret A. Lowe Robert Schumacher Paul Sperry and Daniel T. Rodgers 
Carl N. Degler 

Martin Blatt Tony Fracchia Frederick C. Luebke Philip j. Schwarz Beatrice Mitchell David Herbert Donald 

Robert M. Bliss Noralee Frankel Michael Lundy Anne Firor Scott Albert E. and Andrew J. Rotter Lyle W. Dorsett 
Neal Salisbury 

Avital Bloch Patrick J. Furlong Margaret Lynch-Brennan Jonathan Scott Stephanie G. Wolf 
Bruce J. Schulman 

Michael Edelstein 

Brian C. Boland James B. Gardner Mary Constance Lynn Steven Scott Constance B. Schulz 
Sara Evans 

Marianne Bonner Alexander Gigante Paul Lyons Howard P. Segal OAH Distinguished Thomas Alan Schwartz 
Robert H. Ferrell 

Elizabeth Bouvier Kimberly Gilmore Susan Lyons Lee Ann Shamblin Lectures Stephanie J. Shaw 
Claire E. Formwalt 

Katherine G. Brady Brent D. Glass Rachel P. Maines Mary Sheehan 
Lee W. Formwalt 

Mary Ann Brady John C. Gogliettino Robert Markman Martin J. Sherwin Please join us in thank- David Thelen John A. Garraty 
A than Theoharis 

Jeffrey Brand Bradd Gold James C. Maroney David P. Shriver ing the following indi- Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 
Paul W.Glad 

Frank W. Brandon Robert Goldberg Carol A. Marsh Joel Shrock viduals who have con- Elizabeth R. Varon 
Clifford S. Griffen 

Stephen Brekke Terry Golway Bonnie Maria Martin PaulL Silver tributed to OAH their Susan Ware 
Clyde Griffen 

Denis Brennan Linda Gordon Nikki Martin Christina Simmons honoraria for lectures Elliott West 
Jacquelyn Hall 

Alan V. Briceland Sidney Gottesfeld Janet Matthews Bryant Simon Carmen Whalen 
Oscar Handlin 

Kaye Briegel Harvey J. Graff John McCaa Roger D. Simon given during 2007. Francille Rusan Wilson 
Arthur Hansen 

Mark Brilliant Robe.rt B. Grant Robert McColley David G. Smith Gar Alperovitz Sam Wineburg 
Louis R. Harlan 

John L Brooke Lynne Graziano John J. McCusker Judith E. Smith Fred Anderson Ellis Hawley 

Leslie Brown Geoffrey Green PeUom McDaniels Norman W. Smith Richard Aquila 
Kenneth J. Winkle James and Lois Horton 

Ronald G. Brown James R Grossman Michael E. McGerr Suzanne E. Smith Eric Arnesen 
Allan M. Winkler Harold M. Hyman 

David Brundage Sheldon Hackney Michelle McGowan Michael Smuksta Stephen Aron 
Bertram Wyatt-Brown Broadus Jackson 

John Buda Steven Hahn Linda McKinstry Edward Soloko Raymond 0. Arsenault Laylon Wayne Jordon 

Paul A. Buelow Samuel B. Hand Elizabeth McRae James K. Somervi lle Robert Bain Tribute Gifts to OAH Mary Kelly 

Mary Kay Buinger Michael Hanley Betsy Mendelsohn James M. SoRelle Richard A. Baker lnMemoryOf Linda K. Kerber 

Robert D. Bulkley James Hannon Warren Metzger Nita R. Spangler Gordon Morris Bakken Valeen Tippetts Avery Alice Kessler-Harris 

David Burner Kurt Hanson M. Catherine Miller Liane Speroni Gail Bederman ErikBarnouw Richard S. Kirkendall 

Linda Burns Jerry Harder Allan R Millett John Stagg Thomas Bender Bernard V. Burke Gerd Korman 

Christine Burress Kristine Harper Rusty L. Monhollon Howard Stanger Allida M. Black Francis E. and Gerda Lerner 

Orville Vernon Burton 1argaret Harris William E. Montgomery Jeffrey D. Stansbury David W. Blight Katherine L Carroll David P. Levine 

William Buser James S. Harrison Deborah Dash Moore Emma Starzewski Elizabeth K. Borgwardt Donna Creek Judith W. Leavitt 

Ronald E. Butchart William D. Harshaw J. Michael Moore Bruce M. Stave Kevin Boyle E. David Cronon Edward T. Linenthal 

Patrick Cady Hendrik Hartog Thomas A. Moore John W. Steiger H.W. Brands Merle Curti Robert Luehers 

Ned M Campbell Donna T. Haverty-Stacke Regina A. Morantz-Sanchez Catherine Stock T. H. Breen Gordon B. Dodds Melissa Meyer 

Stuart W. Campbell Elizabeth Haven Hawley Robert Morrow Jean Stonehouse Fitzhugh Bnmdage Richard Doyle Frank Mitchell 

Rosemary G. Campos Rose Hayden-Smith AmyMorsman Jason Stratton Charles F. Bryan Jr. Friedrich Engel-Janosi Ernest Muller 

Eduardo Canedo jose Hernandez Steven Murray Victoria Z. Straughn Edwin G. Burrows Norman Ford, USMC Gary B. Nash 

Phil.ip L. Cantelon Libra Hilde Paul Musket! George G. Suggs Jon Butler Joseph Friedman Otto H. Olsen 

Laura Burton Capps Sally Hilgendorff Marjorie Nash Dean Sullivan William H. Chafe Paul Wallace Gates F. Michael Perko, S.J. 

Rosemary E Carroll Elizabeth A. Hohl Daniel A. Nathan Martha H. Swain Mary Marshall Clark Eric F. Goldman Thomas J. Pressly 

James P. Caruso J. William Holland Charles L. Newhall Rolf H. Swensen Saul Cornell Dewey W. Grantham Francis Paul Prucha, S.J. 

Virginia P. Caruso Ernest Hooper Charles G. Nitsche Marcia G. Synnott Nancy Cott Gifford S. Griffin Daniel T. Rodgers 

Gordon H. Chang Lois E. Horton Ellen Nore Peter Szynski Nick Cullather Herbert Gutman Willie Lee Rose 

Alana Erickson Coble Judith Huenneke Elizabeth L Nybakken joel A. Tarr Daniel Czitrom Fannie Lou Hamer Terry Seip 

Robert Cohen Carol Sue Humphrey James W. Oberly Ben Tate Kathleen Dalton Fred Harrington Sisters of Saint Joseph 

Ronald D. Cohen John Husmann Kevin J. O'Brien Rosalyn Terborg-Penn Roger Daniels Christiane Harzig Phil Schaeffer 

William Cohen Anna R. Igra Lawrence E. O'Brien Keith Terry Alan Dawley Nadine lshitani Hata Anne Firor Scott 

William Coleman Joseph lllick Fusako Ogata John A. Thompson LynnDumenil Marie B. Hecht Judith E. Smith 

Lisa Commander Daniellmmerwahr Robin Deich Ottoson Ralph R. Tingley Laura F. Edwards William Heywood Kenneth M. Stampp 

Carynne Conover Randal Maurice Jelks Paul R. Ouellette Eugene M. Tobin Michael Fellman john Higham Joel Tarr 

Blanche Wiesen Cook Hillary Jenks Elaine Pascu Tracey Trenam John Ferling Constance Holland Robert B. Toplin 

Janet Cornelius Melinda Marie Jette Anthony Pellegrino 1. Bruce Turner Leon Fink William T. Hutchinson Marie Tyler-McGraw 

Robert J. Cornell David E. Johnson Dorothy Perkins W. Burghardt Turner Paul Finkelman J. Joseph Huthmacher J. David Valaik 

Alfred Cotton Michael P. Johnson Raymond Perry Patrick W. Twiford Ellen Fitzpatrick Hugh Jameson RL. Watson 

Bruce Craig Peniel E. Joseph Peter L. Petersen Marie Tyler-McGraw Donald L. Fixico Frances Richardson Keller Bertram Wyatt-Brown 

Lauren Crisler CarlaM.Joy Michael Phillips Melvin I. Urofsky Donna Gabaccia Lawrence W. Levine Rosemarie Zagarri 

Margaret S. Crocco Jacob Judd Michael Pierson Richard A. Van Orman Gary W. Gallagher Eleanor Tabor Linenthal 

William J. Cronon jaciJuneau John F. Piper Philip VanderMeer Linda Gordon Jackson T. Main, Jr. 

William H. Cumberland Phyllis Kaelin Edward J. Pluth Joan Vatz Woody Holton Sidney E. Mean 

Stephen H. Cutcliffe John Kane Peter A. Porter Uma Venkateswaran Harold Holzer August Meier 

William W. Cutler Gwen Kay Leslie Powner Charles Vincent James Hom Samuel Horace Merrill 

David J. Voelker james 0. Horton Samuel Eliot Morison 

F. nds fO H 
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Day, that early twentieth-century Socialist day of protest to 
mark the oppression of women. 

The celebration of Women's History Week was a suc
cess, and other schools began to host their own Women's 
History Week programs. In 1979, leaders from the Califor
nia group shared their project at a Women's History In
stitute at Sarah Lawrence College. Other participants not 
only became determined to begin their own local Women's 
History Week projects but also agreed to support an effort 
to organize national Women's History Week. Thus, in 1980, 
a small group of women led a coalition-called the Nation
al Women's History Project-to lobby Congress on behalf 
of the project. The grassroots group launched a study of 
school textbooks, and found that less than three percent of 
the content was devoted to women. 

In 1981, Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Rep. Barbara Mi
kulski (D-MD) cosponsored the first Joint Congressional 
Resolution proclaiming "Women's History Week." In 1987, 
the National Women's History Project petitioned Congress 
to expand the celebration to the entire month of March. 
Since then, the National Women's History Month Resolu-

Women's Art, Women's Vision: 
2008 Honorees 

2008 Honorees were selected based on their amazing art and their 
extraordinary vision. To en.sure diversity, considerations were also given 
to their art form, their cultural background, the region in which they live, 
and the quality and passion of the nomination submitted. 

? 
Artist Born Medium 

Judy Chicago 1939 Painter!Printmaker/Needlework 

Harmony Hammond 1954 Painter 

Edna Hibel 1917 Colorist 

Lihua Lei 1966 Multimedia Installation 

Rose Cecil O'Neill 1874-1 944 Painter, Illustrator, Sculptor 

Violet Oakley 1874-1961 Muralist, Stained Glass Artist 

Jaune Quick-To-See-Smith 1940 Abstract Painter/Lithographer 

Faith Ringgold 1934 Painter/Quilter 

Miriam Schapiro 1923 Print/Painter 

Lorna Simpson 1960 Photographer 

Nancy Spero 1926 Painter 

June Claire Wayne 1918 Painter/Lithographer 

tion has been approved every year with bipartisan support 
in both the House and Senate. 

In the subsequent two decades, the National Women's 
History Project (NWHP) has become a national organiza
tion and clearinghouse, working with schools, colleges, 
companies, churches, clubs, communities, government 
offices, unions, publishers, and the media. Every year, 
NWHP sends out 100,000 catalogs and distributes tens of 
thousands of women's history posters, celebratory materi
als, books, videos, and curriculum resources. In 1997, the 
group put up their award-winning website, <http://www. 
nwhp.org>, that provides access to countless resources, in
cluding biographies, a timeline and history of the women's 
movement, women's speeches online, and a directory of 
speakers and performers. NWHP also unifies the annual 
celebration through the selection of its theme. 0 

Laura Briggs is associate professor of women's studies at the 
University of Arizona and chair of the OAH Committee on the 
Status of Women in the Historical Profession. 
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produce new scholarship, and they attend OAH annual 
meetings and read OAH publications to keep in touch 
with developments in their fields. In concert with the U.S. 
Department of Education through Teaching American His
tory grants and with the Gilder Lehrman Institute's trav~l 
grants, the OAH has sought to sustain these historians. 
Needless to say, more can be done, much along lines al
ready laid out by the OAH Committee on Teaching. 

The OAH Committee on Teaching meets regularly, 
both face-to-face and by conference call. Its members very 
graciously invited me to take part in a call last fall, which I 
found extremely useful. That conversation encouraged me 
to share some thoughts with you. 

Teacher-historians value the OAH in two main ways: 
attendance at the annual meeting, where they learn about 
current scholarship and speak with authors whose work 
they use, and the OAH Magazine of Histon;, which specifi
cally addresses issues related to precollegiate teaching. 
These are not the only OAH activities teacher-historians 
participate in, of course, but they come up most often in 
discussions of teacher-historians in the OAH. In our dis
cussions, members of the Committee on Teaching told me 
they very much miss Talking His ton;, which is no longer be
ing broadcast. Committee members also wished program 
committees would emphasize the existing invitation to 
take part in annual meetings, to make sure teacher-histori
ans recognize the sincerity of the invitation. 

I would add that teacher-historians, by dint of their im

and survey courses are what nearly all of us teach. At the 
same time, the presence of large numbers of immigrants 
in all levels of education offers a means of bringing re
search and teaching closer together. Recent immigration 
interests researchers; teachers deal with immigrants on a 
daily basis. 

Technology presents ways to bring teacher-historians 
together with one another and with research historians. 
The 2008 annual meeting will feature one means for teach
er-historians to reach out to one another: At the reception 
the Gilder Lehrman Institute is sponsoring on Friday, 
March 28, the Committee on Teaching will be circulating 
a short survey and collecting email addresses toward the 
creation of an listserve for OAH teacher-historians. Be
yond the annual meeting, and as the OAH gets its finances 
under control, it should be possible to offer pod casts of 
presentations by OAH Distinguished Lecturers. Finally, 
the editorial board of the OAH Magazine is being revised 
to better reflect the interests of people actually teaching 
history. Crucial to all these endeavors, of course, remains 
the engagement of the Committee on Teaching and its rep
resentation on the OAH Executive Board. 

As this is my last message to you as president, I will 
not be able to speak with you on two matters I had hoped 
to address: first, a closer rapprochement between the fields 
of art history and just plain history, second, my experienc
es as an undergraduate art student, which the super egos in 
Bloomington judged unpresidential, as, in fact, they are. 0 

mersion on the public sphere, 
are ideally placed to make 
unique contributions to annu
al meetings: they can analyze 
many issues that research-his
torians often ignore, such as 
heritage tourism's use of his
tory, the impact of legislative 
mandates on the presentation 
of history, the relationship be
tween historical scholarship 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
and testing, and the various 
topics of National History 
Day. Teacher-historians are 
on the front lines of the pub
lic's consumption of Ameri
can history, and research-his
torians need to know about 
that as well as the details of 
their own particular scholarly 
concentrations. 

The interests of teacher
historians and research-his
torians diverge in a way we 
need to attend to, particularly 
in the OAH Magazine of Histo
ry. Whereas recent history at
tracts dissertation writers and 
skews research toward the 
near past, teacher-historians 
deal with the whole sweep of 
American history, often with-
out reaching the late twentieth 
century in survey courses-

The Journal of American History is calling for 
papers related to any aspect of Abraham Lin
coln's life and career. The JAH will use the 
bicentennial of Lincoln's birth to reconsider 
the sixteenth president in a special issue to ap
pear in September 2009. To be considered for 
publication in the special issue, manuscripts 
must be received by June 2, 2008, and should 
not exceed 11,000 words (including notes). 

Courtesy Library of Congress, 
LC-USZ62-13016 DLC. 

Two hard copies should be mailed to: Lincoln Bicentennial, journal of Amer
ican History, 1215 East Atwater Ave., Bloomington, Indiana 47401-3703, 
USA. An electronic version should also be sent as a Microsoft Word docu
ment via e-mail to JAHMS@indiana.edu. Please indicate in the subject 
line that it is for the Lincoln Bicentennial. 



History Education Yesterday, 
Today, and Tomorrovv 
"Abraham Lincoln is my name 
And on this slate I wrote the same 
I wrote it down in haste and speed 
For fools like you to stop and read" 

From the slate board to passing notes, to text messag
ing under the desk, students will find creative uses 
for classroom technology, even a young Abraham 

Lincoln. 
Technology, the accessibility of primary sources, the 

advent of smaller schools with more autonomy, and in
creasing opportunities for professional development have 
been key components in the educational revolution. 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 
has been at the forefront of this movement. Through eas
ily accessed documents on its website, <http://www.gild
erlehrman.org>, the Institute has made the use of prima
ry source documents essential to the teaching of history. 
Consider a letter from George Washington that calls for an 
end to slavery in "slow, sure or imperceptible degrees," or 
a letter from Lucy Knox to her husband, General Henry 
Knox in which she writes, "Tho I hope you will not con
sider yourself as commander in chief of your own house 
but be convinced ... that there is such a thing as equal com
mand." When teaching the Constitutional Convention, 
what could be better than a comparison of the preliminary 
Pierce Butler draft with the final draft? The preamble of the 
former begins, "We the people of the states of ... ," while the 
latter begins with the immortal words, "We the people of 
the United States .. .. " The increased use of primary sources 
in the classroom has helped to build both analytical skills 
and historical knowledge. Yesterday's teachers would have 
longed for such easy access to primary sources. 

Today, under the auspices of the Gilder Lehrman Insti
tute and Collection, with its more than 60,000 documents, 
a multitude of primary sources, teaching modules, lesson 
plans, and scholarly essays are available online and free of 
charge. Together with other websites that provide primary 
sources, access to information has never been easier. Sec
ondary school history teachers also receive support from 
the OAH Magazine of History. Writings on America's past 
by outstanding scholars, related illustrations, and articles 
on teaching strategies assist teachers in incorporating his
torical concepts into class lessons. As an added benefit, the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute provides a document related to 
the theme of each issue. Thus, the January issue on Ameri
can Religion has articles by Robert Fogarty on religious 
movements and Thomas Hamm on teaching religion and 
the First Amendment, and an exchange of letters between 
the Quakers and George Washington concerning freedom 
of worship. As new teachers enter the field such instruc
tional support will become even more important 

From the slate board to the chalkboard, to PowerPoint 
presentations, smart boards, and computers, technology 
has paved the way to greater accessibility. No longer is it 
necessary to write key provisions of the Articles of Con
federation on the board or even to duplicate mimeograph 
stencils. Today's teachers can go right to the source and of
ten bring up the document image itself. None of this should 
take away from the teachers of a half-century ago. Their 
goal was the same, but the process involved a painstaking 

and time-consuming assembly of far-flung resources. In re
sources, today's teachers are truly living in a golden age. 

Classroom teaching has also been transformed by 
changes in educational theory and school structure. As the 
twentieth century dawned, the theories of Frederich Tay
lor dominated the structural design of large organizations 
including education systems. Thus, concepts such as spe
cialization, centralized control, and top down supervision 
were considered the keys to educational improvement. It 
was no accident of course that much of this occurred at a 
time when large organizations such as Standard Oil and 
U.S. Steel dominated the marketplace. 

In the 1960s these theories began to give way to those 
espoused by Elton Mayo, who emphasized human rela
tions, group identity, and democratization in the work
place, and by M.B. Katz who called for greater autonomy 
for individual schools. These theories, as well as the shift 
to smaller schools, would take years to achieve but today 
constitute a growing movement in urban centers. 

Another significant change in education today is the 
growing number of organizations that provide content 
and pedagogy support. The Gilder Lehrman Institute's one 
week summer seminars are led by outstanding prominent 
historians such as Gordon Wood, David Blight, James Hor
ton, Ken Jackson, Ira Berlin, David Kennedy, Gabor Boritt, 
and Jack Rakove. In the past, teachers could chose from 
summer institutes provided through the National Endow
ment for the Humanities, which still offers excellent op
portunities for learning. The expansion of the Institute's 
summer programs, which provide books, room and board, 
and a teacher stipend, has enriched learning opportunities 
available to teachers. As a consequence, interested K-12 
teachers now can study with noted historians in order to 
enrich their understanding of American history. 

In recent years this trend has been further enhanced 
by the federal government, which has established Teach
ing American History Grants to promote better teaching 
of American history. Conceived by Senator Robert Byrd of 
West Virginia, these competitive grants provide school dis
tricts with up to a million dollars for a three-year period. 
The goal is simply to improve the teaching of American 
history by increasing teacher knowledge of events, indi
viduals, or themes associated with American history. As a 
partner on many Teaching American History Grants, the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute provides materials, staff develop
ment, site visits, and talks by historians to enhance teacher 
knowledge and teaching skills. 

In short, from the closed classroom in the 1930s and 
1940s to the beginnings of change in the 1960s, to the pleth
ora of resources available today, change has swept the 
teaching profession. The view of teaching as a lonely, iso
lated endeavor in which teachers jealously guarded their 
lesson plans has undergone significant change. 

If we have examined history education yesterday and 
today, the question remains: what of history education to
morrow? Of course, technology will continue to play a pri-

Michael Serber 

mary role. As a force for education, technology will bring 
history and historians into classrooms around the world. 
Steven Mintz of the University of Houston and Columbia 
University has been a driving force as chair of the OAH 
Committee · on Teaching to move the OAH to develop 
historians' podcasts, which can be downloaded from the 
OAH and the Gilder Lehrman Institute's website. This will 
enable and empower teachers everywhere and at every 
level to develop their academic expertise and teach Ameri
can history more effectively. It will also serve as a student 
resource for assignments, classroom debates, and research 
papers. Like all technological developments, learning will 
be shared by teachers and students alike. 

There are challenges on the horizon. Technology com
petes against itself as young people become accustomed to 
using technology more for recreation than learning. Stu
dents and their parents now spend a considerable amount 
of time engaged in interactive computer games and listen
ing to their iPods. The challenge will be to develop l~arn
ing activities to compete with game technology. But tech
nology can also engage students on a larger scale than ever 
before. In just one example, The New York Times recently 
reported on Professor Walter Lewin of M.I.T. Professor 
Lewin teaches physics, and now reaches interested indi
viduals around the globe through the video taped lectures 
provided online at no cost through the Open CourseWare 
system located at: <http://ocw.mit.edu/>. Thus, even as I 
write, globalization has come to education. 

The movement toward small schools or small learning 
communities will continue to grow. The smaller organiza
tional structures provide the supervision, support, and 
close interaction that many children need to thrive. These 
small communities often develop program designs that 
allows for increased time on tasks. Before, after and dur
ing the school day more time can be allocated for learning. 
Much of this can be seen at the Academy of American Stud
ies in Queens, New York, the first magnet school in Ameri
can history in New York City. The school is a partnership 
between the Gilder Lehrman Institute and The New York 
City Department of Education and is representative of the 
Institute's forty schools and programs, and Saturday acad
emies across the country. 

Even as we move into the twenty-first century, mean
ingful instruction and learning will depend, as it always 
has, on the teacher. Whether students sit together in a 
brick and mortar classroom, or join together through the 
web, the teacher will remain at the center of the learning 
universe. These teachers will have the responsibility of 
molding minds, building research skills, encouraging ac
ceptance and toleration of differing points of view, and im
parting a love of learning to their students. Our challenge 
for tomorrow is to provide the level of support that will 
enable these teachers to succeed. 0 

Michael Serber is Senior Education Fellaw, Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History, and serves on the OAH Committee on Teaching. 
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Treasurer's Report: 2007 Fiscal Year, 
July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007 

Robert W. Cherny 

This is my fifth and final report as treasurer, as my 
term ends this year. As usual, my report is drawn 
from the ammal accountants' report and audit and 

from summaries prepared by the OAH business manager. 
The accountants' report was prepared by the CPA firm of 
Crowe Chizek and Company, LLC, of Indianapolis. This 
report is also my longest in five years, as I've taken this 
opportunity to reflect on some of the experience of the past 
five years as well as to report on the 2006-2007 fiscal year. 

Last year, I began by reviewing OAH's budget pro
cess, and that may be useful again. The first draft of the 
annual budget is prepared by the executive office. That 
draft then goes to the OAH Finance Committee, which in
cludes the president, past president, president-elect, and 
treasurer as voting members, and the executive director, 
JAH editor, and chair of the OAH Leadership Advisory 
Council as nonvoting members. This usually takes place 
in late February. The draft approved by the finance com
mittee then goes to the board for action during the annual 
meeting. The budget is for a fiscal year that begins July 1. 
After the beginning of each new fiscal year, an accounting 
firm reviews our books and procedures and prepares an 
audit and financial summary report on the previous fiscal 
year. During its fall meeting in October, the board reviews 
this report, reviews a financial report from the executive 
director and treasurer, and approves any necessary revi
sions in the budget. 

During this past year, we have had several impor
tant changes in personnel and procedures. This summer, 
the finance committee conducted a careful search for a 

new accounting 
Table 1. OAH Revenues and Expenses, 2003-2007 firm eventually ' 

choosing Crowe FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 
Chizek as most Revenue $2,704,881 $2,782,468 $2,818,037 $3,415,488 $3,574,165 

meet-closely 
ing our needs. Expense 2,617,140 2,739,818 3,289,888 3,210,178 $3,158,295 

Crowe Chizek is Difference $ 87,741 $ 42,650 ($ 471,851) $ 205,310 $ 415,870 
well experienced 
both with non-
profit organizations and with educational associations. At 
about the same time, we lost the services of our long-time 
business manager, Sheri Sherrill, and hired a new business 
manager, Scott Dobereiner. In the interim between the de
parture of Sheri and the hiring of Scott, we contracted with 
R. Timothy Murphy; a CPA who specializes in nonprofit 
organizations, to assist us with the transition. At Tim Mur
phy's recommendation and with his advice, we invested in 
new bookkeeping software that has resulted in a new chart 
of accounts and also are making more effective use of our 
membership database software. The board has contracted 
v.-ith Tim to serve as a part-time CFO, providing occasional 
assistance and quarterly oversight of financial operations. 
He provided the board with an extended report at our Oc
tober meeting, and we also had a telephone discussion of 
the audit report with a representative of Crowe Chizek. 

• Total Assets. OAH had total assets at the end of 
the 2006-2007 fiscal year of $2,583,982, as compared to 
$2,390,198 the year before. Of the current assets, the largest 
single category consists of investments, worth $2,002,776. 
The next largest categories are operating cash, $197,543; 

contributions receivable, $174,119; other receivables, 
$167,521; and property and equipment, $23,230, net of de
preciation. Before we congratulate ourselves on increasing 
our assets by some $190,000, however, it is important to 
realize our investments produced more than that amount 
of unrealized gains, mostly from the rising stock market. 

• Revenue. Total revenue was up slightly, from 
$3,415,488 in 2005-2006 to $3,574,165 in 2006-2007. Figure 1 
indicates revenue by type. In-kind revenue represents the 
cash equivalent of the space and other support made avail
able to us by Indiana University (IU). Due to changes in ac
counting procedures, these categories and figures are not 
directly comparable to those presented in last year's report. 

• Expenditures. Total expenditures are down slightly, 
from $3,210,178 in 2005-2006 to $3,158,295 for 2006-2007. 
The major categories of expenditures are shown in Figure 
2. Again, due to changes in accounting procedures, these 
categories and figures are not directly comparable to those 
presented in last year's report. 

Figure 1. OAH Revenues by Type, FY 2007 

• The Bottom Line: Fiscal Year 2006-2007. The ac
countants' reports (table 1) show revenue and expenses for 
the past five fiscal years. This year has been significantly 
more successful financially than any of the past four, al
though some of the positive balance is due to the success of 
our investments and some is due to success in fundraising for 
restricted~-• Publications 

16% 
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• lnvesbnents. OAH's assets consist primarily of in
vestments. In general, our investments have done quite 
well this past year, partly due to the skill of the IU foun
dation managers and partly because of a favorable stock 
market. Table 2 presents the end-of-fiscal-year balance for 
the reserve fund, the Fund for American History; the Prize 
Fund, and the Second Century Initiative. 

Revenue from the Fund for American History is ear
marked for particular projects within the overall OAH 
budget, while revenue from the Prize Fund is used solely 
for prizes and awards. The Second Century Initiative
Community College Project contains those funds from the 
Second Century Initiative that are restricted for the com
munity college workshop project. The reserve fund (for
merly called the endowment) is not restricted, and the de
cline in the value of that fund in 2006-2007 came primarily 
from using it to pay off the $179,000 debt to Indiana Uni
versity that was carried over from 2005-2006 and described 
in my report last year. 

During 2006-2007, OAH realized an overall increase 
of $383,344 on its investments, consisting of $112,226 from 
interest and dividends and $271,118 from unrealized gains, 
i.e., largely gains from a rising stock market. 



• Audit Recommendations. Our accounting firm 
prepares an annual report that summarizes our finances, 
based on data provided by the executive office, and makes 
recommendations regarding our internal procedures. With 
our previous accounting firm, we implemented a series of 
changes in procedures over several reports, and our last 
report with that firm included no recommendations for ad
ditional changes. With the transition to a new accounting 
firm, we have received a list of recommended changes in 
our policies and procedures. Most of these have already 
been implemented, including some policy changes ap
proved by the board at its October meeting. 

• Looking Back and Looking Ahead. The past few 
years have seen the OAH face serious financial strains. 
In 2004-2005, we had the unusual expense of moving the 
annual meeting on short notice. However, in both the 
2005-2006 and 2006-2007 fiscal years, our actual revenues 
fell well short of projected revenues due largely to a failure 
to realize projected membership growth. This produced 
deficits that were unrelated to moving the annual meeting. 
In response, the finance committee and the board adopted 
a reduced budget for 2006-2007, then cut the 2006-2007 
budget in mid-year, and adopted an even leaner budget for 
2007-2008. Reductions, some of which are likely to prove to 
be permanent, include eliminating funding for the Talking 
History radio program, reducing the number of annual is
sues of the OAH Magazine of History to the previous level 
and reducing the editor's position to part-time, reducing 
the full-time deputy director position to a half-time assis
tant director, eliminating the position of development di
rector, and moving online the Recent Scholarship section 
of the Journal of American History. The board also approved 
increases in the cost of institutional subscriptions and mem
bership dues - the first dues increase in some ten years. 

Whether all these will be sufficient to put us on a 
sound financial footing is not yet clear, but there are some 
positive signs at the halfway mark (end of December) in 
the current fiscal year. Revenue has matched expenses 
for the first six months of the fiscal year, and we have a 
slightly positive balance of $10,269. This is a significant 
improvement over last year. You'll recall that, last year, we 
started the fiscal year with a debt of $179,000 to IU (who 
handles many of our expenses, and whom we periodically 
reimburse). Halfway through the last fiscal year, our debt 
to IU had actually increased. This year we have a signifi
cant positive balance with IU rather than a debt. (And IU 
has made clear that our accounts must be cleared every 
six months, so they are no longer willing to carry us for 
longer than six months at a time.) Another positive sign at 
the halfway mark of this fiscal year is that our accounts re
ceivable and pledges receivable have improved markedly, 
most likely due to the new software and new procedures. 
The annual meeting is an important source of revenue. Be
cause the 2008 annual meeting will be in New York City, 
we anticipate a very healthy attendance, perhaps even a 
record-breaking attendance. 

Table 2. OAH Net Assets, 2003-2007 

Value as of 

Figure 2. OAH Expenditures by Type, FY 2007 
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However, amid these positive signs at midyear, two 
areas for concern stand out-investments and member
ship. As I noted above, we did very well last year with 
our investments-indeed, the unrealized gain on our in
vestments meant that we ended the last fiscal year with 
increased assets over the previous year. In the past six 
months, however, we have lost some of those unrealized 
gains as the falling stock market has affected our invest
ments. Membership is also down by 300 as compared with 
a year ago. Despite the increase in dues (or perhaps related 
to the increase in dues), our revenue from membership 
dues and institutional subscriptions stood at only 44 per
cent of the projected annual total. Unless this is reversed 
during the next six months, we could fall as much as 
$142,000 short of projected revenues. The executive office 
has recognized this potential problem, and is developing 
plans to increase membership. 

The rocky financial experiences of the past few years 
have given the finance committee and the board a much 
better understanding of the organization's financial situ
ation. That experience, along with the changes in the ac-

Value as of Value as of Value as of Value as of 

Fund Raising 
4% 

Publications 
11% 

of American History 
31% 

counting firm, executive office personnel, and software, 
promise better forecasts for future budget-making. The fi
nance committee-and Tim Murphy-are firmly commit
ted to a conservative approach to revenue projections, and 
to developing annual budgets based on those estimates 
rather than hoping to raise sufficient funds to cover pro
jected expenses. These experiences and commitments will 
help to guide OAH as it will likely continue to face difficult 
financial decisions in the near future, notably: What are the 
core activities of the organization that should have first call 
on revenues, and what activities are less central? Should 
future budgets give priority to restoring funds that have 
been taken from the reserve fund to cover deficits or to re
storing the programmatic reductions of the past few years? 

June 30, 2003 June 30, 2004 June 30, 2005 June 30, 2006 June 30, 2007 

When I agreed to serve as treasurer some five years 
ago, I could not have anticipated the financial troubles tl1at 
we have faced, but the experience has demonstrated to 
me the responsibility and dedication of OAH's elected of
ficers, especially the 2006-2007 OAH Finance Committee of 
Vicki Ruiz, Richard White, and Nell Painter. We owe them 
our thanks for the way that they have given of themselves 
above and beyond what is usually expected of our presi
dents. I hope that future presidents and treasurers will 
not have to go through what we have experienced. Over 
the four years that I worked with Sheri Sherrill, I came to 
appreciate her strong sense of responsibility and commit
ment to OAH, and I wish her well in her new position at 
IU. Lee Formwalt, our executive director, has faced diffi
cult decisions about cutting programs that he had nurtured 
but has nonetheless remained optimistic about the future, 
and I wish him well, too. Jay Goodgold and Bill Chafe, the 
current cochairs of the OAH Leadership Advisory Council, 
and Ira Berlin, a previous cochair, have given generously 
of their time and advice, and deserve the gratitude of all 
OAH members. 0 

Reserve Fund $922,855 $1,011,754 $754,056 $658,520 $582,821 

Fund for American History 595,518 692,849 666,172 688,238 865,319 

Prize Fund 311,363 313,297 339,376 348,053 445,783 

Second Century Initiative- 58,925 97,312 
Community College Fund 

TOTAL $1,829,736 $2,017,900 $1,759,604 $1,753,736 $1,991,235 
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SCHLESINGER LIBRARY 

RADCLIFFE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

HARVARD UNIVERSI T Y 

Sequels to the 196os 
Schlesinger Library Summer Seminar 
on Gender History: 

The Schlesinger Library at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, 

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, will offer its second Summer 

Seminar on Gender History, a week-long educational program, June 

22-27, 2008. Plenary lectures by distinguished historians will exam

ine the gender dynamics of political and social movements from the 

1960s to the present in the United States, and seminar participants in 

smallworkshop groups will share and discuss their own research and 

writing on this topic. Established scholars, writers and advanced 

graduate students in US history, gender studies and related fields are 

welcome to apply. Application deadline is March 14, 2008. Please 

see more information at http:/ /www.radcliffe.edu/schles/ 

The Schlesinger Library also sponsors grants for those doing research 

in our collections. Information is available at 

http: I /www.radcliffe.edu/ schles/ grants 

Application deadline for grants is April 3, 2008. 

Summer Graduate History Courses 
at Mystic Seaport 

Since 1955 

THE MUNSON INSTITUTE 
& 

PAUL CUFFE MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP 
Fully accredited 6-week program of American 
maritime history. Classroom enhanced by field 

seminars, the museum's waterfront campus 
& unique research resources. Financial aid 

and/or on-campus housing available. Munson 
Institute also offers Cuffe Grants up to $2,400 

promoting inquiries into race & ethnicity in 
maritime America, including its workforce 

and waterfront communities 
Contact: The Munson Institute 
Mystic Seaport, P.O. Box 6000 

Mystic, CT 06355-0990 
Phone: 860 572 0711 ext. 5089 

Email: munson@mysticseaport.org 
www. mysti cseaport. org 

THE US ARMY AND THE INTERAGENCY PROCESS: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES 
September 16-18, 2008 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 

The United States Army Combat Studies Institute will host "The US Army and the Interagency Process: Historical Perspectives." 

This symposium will explore partnerships between the US Army and government agencies within a historical context. International 
topics may also be presented. 

The program will consist of seven, two-speaker panels. There will also be several featured speakers. Possible topics include: 

- British Colonial Office through the Ages. 

-Post American Civil War: Reconstruction, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, US in the Philippines, Haiti 1915, Mexican Border 1916. 

-Post World War 1: Occupation of the Ruhr, Central America. 

-Post World War II: Greek Civil War, British Experience in Kenya, 
Occupation of Germany, Japan, or South Korea 1945-1950. 

- Cold War: Planning for Nuclear War, CORDS Program in 
Vietnam/Phoenix, Grenada, Suez Crisis, El Salvador, or Columbia. 

-Post Cold War: Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo, East Timor, 
Solomon Islands 2001. 

-The Long War: Afghanistan, Iraq, Philippines and East Asia, Africa 

-Domestic Civil Support: Civil Disturbances, Disaster Response, 
War on Drugs, Illegal Immigration, Joint Interagency Task Forces. 

Please send CVs and proposals (300 words) for individual papers or full panels to 
CSiconference08@leavenworth.army.mil or ken.gott@us.army.mil. 

CSI will publish the proceedings of the conference in an edited volume. 

The closing date for proposals is 15 May 2008 
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Lee White 
Executive Director, National Coalition for History 

Congress Passes 
FY2008 Budget 

On December 26, 2007, Presi
dent Bush sigt ~d into law an 
omnibus funding package (H.R. 
2764) that incorporates the eleven 
fiscal year 2008 appropriations 
bills for non-defense agencies. 
The overall total for the bill is 
$555 billion. 

Here is a summai:y of FY08 
funding for agencies and pro

White grams of interest to the historical 
and archival communities. (For 

comparison, the FY07 budget figure is included in paren
theses after this year's amount and report language from 
the House and Senate appropriations committees will be 
added where appropriate.) 

THE FY08 BUDGET: BY AGENCY 

National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) 

• Total budget: $411 million (FY07: $341M). This 
amount includes funding for the National Historical Publi
cations and Records Commission (NHPRC). 

• Operating Expenses: $315M ($279M). This amount is 
$2.1M more than the administration's request. The archi
vist was directed to target the amount above the request 
first to restore the public research hours that were cut in 
October 2006, and then to hire more archivist staff. The 
Archives intends to allocate $1.3M to restore the research 
hours and $800,000 to replace archival staff that has left in 
recent years. NARA was directed to report to the Commit
tees on Appropriations, within thirty days of enactment, 
on specific steps it is taking to restore the research hours 
and to bolster its archivist workforce. 

• Electronic Records Archives (ERA) project: $58M 
($45M). The appropriations committees expressed concern 
about cost overruns in the ERA program, NARA's over
sight of the program, and the reliability of the work of the 
contractor (Lockheed Martin Corporation). The commit
tees stated that additional delays "are unacceptable." The 
archivist was directed to make monthly progress reports to 
the Government Accountability Office and the House and 
Senate appropriations committees. 

• Repairs and Restoration: $28M ($9M) 
• Repairs and restoration of NARA facilities: $8.6M 
• John F. Kennedy Presidential Library-$8M 
• Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Presidential Library: $750,000 
• Richard M. Nixon Presidential Library: $7.4M 
• Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library: $3.7M 

National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC) 

Since the Bush administration had proposed eliminat
ing the NHPRC in FY08, this increased funding represents 
a major victory for the advocacy efforts of the historical 
and archival communities. 

• Total budget: $9.5M ($7.5M) 
• Grants: $7.5M ($5.5M) 
• Operating expenses-$2M (same as FY07) 

The appropriations committees expressed concern 
about the length of time it was taking to complete the pub
lication of the Founding Fathers historical papers. They 
instructed the archivist to "accelerate the process" for 
completion of the projects by requesting a plan to make 
the papers available online with a report due back within 
ninety days to the committees. 

Teaching American History (TAH) 
• TAH program total-$120M ($119.7M). Since the ad

ministration had proposed cutting this program to $50M, 
this is a significant victory for the historical community. 
The appropriations committees recommended that the De
partment of Education provide initial three-year grants, with 
two additional years if a grantee is performing effectively. 

National Park Service (NPS) 
• The committees provided $25M in funding for the 

new Centennial Challenge program. This amount was half 
of what the Administration had proposed. The Centennial 
Challenge is a ten-year initiative to generate $2 billion in 
public and private matching grants to prepare for the Park 
Service's centennial celebration in 2016. 

• Cultural programs: $21.7M ($22.6M) 
• Preserve America program: $7.5M ($4.9M) 
• Heritage Partnerships program: $15.SM ($13.3M) 
• Historic Preservation Fund: $71.SM ($65.6M). The fund 

includes: State historic preservation offices: $40M ($37M), 
and Save America's Treasures program: $25M ($8M). 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
• Total budget: $147M ($141M) 
• Grants and Administration: $132.SM ($125.8M) Pro-

grams under this budget line include: 
• Federal and state partnerships: $32.2M ($30M) 
• Preservation and access: $18.6M ($18.3M) 
• Public programs: $12.9M ($12.3M) 
• Research programs: $13.2M ($12.6M) 
• Education programs: $12.8M ($12.2M) 
• Program development: $362,000 ($375,000) 
• "We the People" grants: $15.2M (no change) 
• Digital Humanities Initiative: $2M (new funding) 
• Matching grants: $14.SM ($15.2M) 

Smithsonian Institution 
• Total: $693M ($634.9M) 

• Salaries and expenses: $571M ($536M) 
• Facilities Capital: $107M ($98.6M) 
• $15M to establish a "Legacy Fund." 

The Legacy Fund is intended to provide a means to 
address the $2.5 billion backlog of major repair and res
toration of the institution's facilities that now exist. The 
Legacy Fund has been designed as a public-private part
nership whereby each federal dollar provided must be 
matched by twice that amount in private contributions 
before the full $15M is made available. Assuming that the 
Smithsonia~n raise the $30M, the Legacy Fund would 

provide $45M above the $107M already included in the 
Facilities Capital account for FY08. 

Despite the rocky year the Smithsonian experienced 
in 2007, Congress reaffirmed its commitment by pro
viding major budget increases for the institution. The 
large increase approved for the Smithsonian reflects the 
increased confidence appropriations committees felt 
they had seen in the institution after a period of great 
controversy. Since the budget was submitted in Febru
ary, the committees felt that the Smithsonian had moved 
aggressively to address longstanding governance and 
integrity issues. The senior leadership of the institution 
turned over and the Regents reorganized themselves to 
ensure that the reform process begun after the departure 
of Secretary Lawrence Small was fully implemented. The 
appropriations committees felt the change in leadership 
and the reform efforts undertaken over the last eight 
months represented significant progress, The commit
tees said they would carefully monitor this continuing 
reform process to ensure that the Smithsonian does not 
backslide on its reforms. 

New Hold Placed on Presidential 
Records Reform Bill 

As we have reported, since last September, Sena
tor Jim Bunning (R-KY) has been blocking a vote in the 
Senate on the "Presidential Records Act Amendments of 
2007" (H.R. 1255, S. 886). On December 18, 2007, with
out explanation, Senator Bunning finally lifted his hold. 
On January 22, 2008, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-NV) brought the bill to the floor under the Senate's 
unanimous consent rule that allows noncontroversial 
bills to be considered on an expedited basis. However, 
Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL) became the latest Republi
can senator to publicly put a hold on the bill and blocked 
floor consideration. While this is disappointing, we 
should take heart in the fact that the lobbying efforts of 
the broad-based coalition of groups supporting the bill 
have been able to force two Republican senators to lift 
their holds on the bill. 

Passage of the bill is even more important given the 
recent ruling by a federal judge invalidating the section 
of Executive Order 13233 that allowed former presidents 
to indefinitely delay the release of records. And the un
certainty over the impact of the federal lawsuit has once 
again generated controversy over former President Clin
ton's assertions that he is not blocking release of records 
from his presidential library. 

In November 2001, President George W. Bush issued 
Executive Order 13233, which gave current and former 
presidents and vice presidents broad authority to with
hold presidential records or delay their release indefi
nitely. The "Presidential Records Act Amendments of 
2007" would nullify the Bush executive order and rees
tablish procedures to ensure the timely release of presi
dential records. 

On March 14, 2007, by a vote of 333-93, the U.S. 
House of Representatives approved H.R. 1255. 

See WHITE I 14 ~ 
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BEDFORD/ST. MARTIN's 

The new favorite 

The American Promise 
A History of the United States 
Fourth Edition 

James L. Roark, Emory University 

Michael P. Johnson 
Johns Hopkins University 

Patricia Cline Cohen 
University of California, Santa Barbara 

Sarah Stage, Arizona State University 

Alan lawson, Boston College 

Susan M. Hartmann 
The Ohio State University 

bedfordstmartins.com/roark 

Easier to teach, read, and study than any other book avai lable, The American Promise is 

successful for students because it engages them in the study of history. Its dynamic narrative 

brings the past to life through the voices of real people, illuminating special features, and an 

extensive art program that sparks student interest and makes the past tangible. 

Connectin the course to the source 

Going to the Source 
The Bedford Reader in 
American History 
Second Edition 

Victoria Bissell Brown 
Grinnell College 

Timothy J. Shannon 
Gettysburg College 

bedfordstmartins.com/ 
brownshannon 

....-VlCTORIA BISS~LL BROWN 
/ 

"'' ·"' 

Going to the Source is an innovative U.S. history reader that teaches students how to 

ask the right quest ions of historical sources. Its rich assortment of well -chosen sources 

-selected to fit into key moments in U.S. history- helps students make connections 

between primary source evidence and the larger historical picture. 
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First voices, first visions 

First Peoples 
A Documentary Survey of American 
Indian History 
Third Edit ion 

Colin G. Calloway, Dartmouth College 

bedfordstmartins.com/calloway 

Proven successful in the classroom, First Peoples is widely regarded as the premier 

textbook available for the American Indian history survey. A brief yet thorough narrative, 

engaging documents, and thought-provoking picture essays make First Peoples an 

invaluable tool for both instructors and students. 

The storY- of wor:__kjng peopLe ____ _ 

Who Built America'? 
Working People and the 
Nation's History 
Third Edition 

American Social History Project 
City University of New York 

bedfordstmartins.com/ 
whobuiltamerica 

Who Built America? chronicles the nation's past from the perspective of working 

men and women. While maintain ing its hallmark labor perspective, the authors 

have restructured, streamlined, and updated the text to make the new edition more 

functional as a classroom tool. 

you get more bedfordstmartins.com/history 



A111erican History in Oz 

Lee W. Formwalt 

W hen I was invited last spring to represent OAH 
at a national summit inaugurating the new U.S. 
Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, I had 

no idea I was going to Oz. Soon I discovered that Oz is 
the Australian nickname for their country derived from the 
nickname for Australians-Aussies, pronounced Ozzies 
down under. 

Longtime OAH member Shane White of the Univer
sity of Sydney invited former OAH President William H. 
Chafe to deliver one of four major addresses by Amer
ican scholars at the national summit, and I was asked to 
attend as an active participant. The summit's theme was 
"Twenty-First-Century America: Reflections, . As
pirations and Challenges." The other three speak
ers were from schools of public policy, business, 
and public affairs at Berkeley, Harvard, and Princ
eton. Bill Chafe was the only historian. Curiously, 
Bill's presentation, "America Then, America Now: 
Continuing Tensions in Who Americans Are and 
What We Believe," was saved for last. In his com
ments on the talk, University of Sydney historian 
Stephen Robertson asked why the history presen
tation came last. It should have been at the start 
of the conference to help everyone contextualize 
twenty-first-century American foreign and eco
nomic policy. 

Historians in Sydney made the case that his
tory has to be central to the U.S. Studies Centre. 
We cannot examine the present and prepare for 
the future without a serious understanding of the 
past. The University of Sydney's History Depart-

website: <http:/ I sydney.edu.au/us-studies>. 
One of the most interesting aspects of the snn1mit 

was that it provided me an opportunity to visit with OAH 
members and others who practice American history half 
a world away. And that is an important point-it's a long 
way to Australia. For me it was an hour from Indianapolis 
to Chicago and then four hours to L.A. and finally thir
teen hours to Sydney. When Shane White first talked to me 
about the trip last spring, he painted a gruesome picture of 
this endless flight. Fortunately, it was not nearly that bad, 
and I read a book on the way down and another on the 
way back. But it is a long flight. A few days before I left 

In addition to the group of Americanists at the Uni
versity of Sydney, there are U.S. historians in several other _ 
Sydney universities (Macquarie University, University of · 
New South Wales, and the University of Teclmology, Syd- , 
ney). These historians comprise an informal U.S. history 
community that benefits from the kind of engagement 
their colleagues in larger U.S. universities experience. 
Then there are those like Ethan Blue who is just beginning 
his career as the only American history professor at the 
University of Western Australia in Perth. Ethan has been 
in Australia for two years and this was his first time in 
Sydney. I must have looked surprised when he mentioned 

that, so he explained that flying from Perth to Syd
ney was as long as a coast-to-coast flight in the U.S> 
In all of New Zealand, Paul Taillon told me, there 
were little more than a half-dozen American histori
ans, so they work pretty much in isolation on their 
various campuses. 

Is the OAH important for American historians 

ment has a large Americanist contingent-one of Formwalt, Shane White, and Bill Chafe (left to right), enjoy a cup of coffee at morning tea 

the ·largest outside the U.S.-and it is in a good in Sydney. 

in Australia? It is for someone like Shane White who 
rarely misses an annual meeting. And it is for four 
more of his colleagues (Stephen Garton, Stephen 
Robertson, Clare Corbould, and Ian Tyrrell) who will 
join him in presenting or presiding at sessiODS at the 
OAH annual meeting next month in New York. Chris 
Dixon, recently appointed to lead the cultural history 
project at the University of Queensland, expressed 
his appreciation of the OAH and his admiration of its 
concern about teaching. Like many of his colleagues, ) 
Chris has traveled frequently in the U.S. and loves 
the research and writing of history. "But, in the end," 
he said, "if I had to describe my job, I am a teacher." 

position to strengthen the new U.S. Studies Centre with the for Sydney, Shane emailed me, "You should think about us 
perspectives its historians can provide. American historians out here when you're on that flight . .. 

At the summit, an Australian professor introduced " And that I did. To practice American history in Australia 
each American presenter and another Australian com- means frequent trips to the U.S. to visit the archives, to at
mented at the conclusion before opening up discussion tend professional meetings, and to give visiting lectures. 
with the audience. Morning and afternoon tea (at which No one does this more than Shane himself who has already 
I saw a lot of coffee) provided nice breaks. At receptions attended this year's AHA meeting and will be back next 
and dinners there were lots of opportunities to engage our month for the OAH and in the fall for the Southern Histori
Australiari colleagues in discussion. On the first day of the cal Association meeting. 
two-day summit, the U.S. Studies Centre released the lat- In Sydney, I experienced the diversity of the Ameri
est results of a survey of Australian Attitudes Towards the can history profession in Australia and New Zealand. I 
United States. In general, Australians have a favorable at- met Aussies, Kiwis, and Americans who research, write, 
titude towards the U.S., but that has declined since 2001. and teacl1 American history in both Australia and New 
Their attitude towards the current U.S. president is decid- Zealand. The Americans range from Carroll Pursell, his
edly negative. For the survey results, check out <http:/ /syd- torian of teclmology who retired to Australia and is an ad
ney.edu.au/us-studies/events/nationalsurvey.shtml> . junct at Macquarie University, to Ethan Blue (University 

Nearly two hundred people, ranging from politi- of Western Australia, Perth) and Paul Taillon (University 
cians, diplomats (including U.S. Ambassador Robert D. of Auckland, NZ). Australian Ian Bickerton (University of 
McCallum, Jr.), and businessmen to academics and grad- New South Wales) told me over dinner how he ended up at 
uate students attended the national summit. The logis- Kansas State University to pursue his Master's degree and 
tics of such an exercise (including getting the American attended the last annual meeting of the Mississippi Valley 
visitors there) were ably managed by Meredith Hall of Historical Association (MVHA) in Kansas City in April 
the University of Sydney. More information about the 1965. It was another Australian I met, Ian Tyrrell of the 
U.S. Studies Centre (endowed with $25 million from the University of New South Wales, who last year provided 
Australian government and almost as much again from the Journal of American History its centennial year article on 
American and Australian donors) can be found at its the MVHA. 

At the summit in Sydney, we talked about ways 
the OAH might collaborate with the new U.S. Studies Cen
tre. For nearly two decades now, OAH has been in the fore
front of promoting the transnational dimensions of Ameri
can history. Among the important ways to accomplish this 
has been to bring together U.S. historians from around the 
world. We have done this in scholarly forums in the Journal 
of American History, in the 1990s La Pietra conferences in 
Italy on internationalizing American history, and at occa- ...--
sional sessions at annual meetings. But there is much more 
to do. In Sydney, we discussed the possibility of creating a 
program similar to the OAH-Japan project that sends OAH 
members to Japanese universities each year for two weeks. 
One of many possible ways to bring together American his
torians who practice around the globe would be to take ad
vantage of teclmology and have joint U.S. history classes at 
an Australian and a U.S. university. And then at midsemes
ter the Australian and American professors could switch 
classrooms and physically teach in the other country for 
a couple of weeks. If we truly understand and believe in'-./ 
the value of transnational approaches to researching and 
teaching U.S. history, we will come together to discuss and 
develop new and better ways to globalize our discipline 
more effectively. 0 
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T WHITE I From 11 

President Issues Order Restricting 
Congressional Earmarks 
On January 29, 2008, President Bush issued Executive Or
der 13457 "Protecting American Taxpayers from Govern
ment Spending on Wasteful Earmarks." Executive Order 
13457 could have a real impact on funding for specific his
torical sites and programs, research and archival projects, 
and colleges and universities since they are often beneficia
ries of congressional earmarks. 

The executive order follows through on the threat the 
- president made during his State of the Union address to 

sharply curtail the ability of members of Congress, through 
the use of earmarks in committee report language, to des
ignate funds in appropriations legislation for specific proj
ects or organizations, most often in their district or state. 

The order defines an earmark "as any funds provided 
by Congress for projects, programs, or grants where the con
gressional direction (whether in statutory text, report lan
guage, or other communication) (1) circumvents merit-based 
or competitive allocation processes; (2) specifies the location 
or recipient of the funds; or (3) otherwise limits the ability of 
the executive branch to manage its statutory and constitu
tional responsibilities for the allocation of federal funds." 

The battle between the executive and legislative branch 
over the use of earmarks has been going on for many years. 
"Pork barrel" projects, such as the infamous "Bridge to No
where" in Alaska have led to stronger efforts to curtail the 
increasing use of earmarks by Congress, which grew ex
ponentially during Bush's years in the White House when 
the Republican Party controlled Congress. According to 
the watchdog group Citizen's Against Government Waste, 
in 2001 there were 6,333 earmarks totaling $18.5 billion in 
the federal budget. By 2005, that number had ballooned 
to $27.3 billion for 13,997 projects. In 2007, the first year 
the Democrats controlled Congress, the numbers dropped 
dramatically to $13.2 billion for 2,658 earmarks. 

"" The executive order applies to earmarks in bills Con-
gress will send to the president beginning in Fiscal Year 
2009. The policy will remain in effect unless the order is 
repealed by a future president. 

. I 
Task Force on Smithsonian Business 
Ventures Issues Report 
The Task Force on Smithsonian Business Ventures (SBV) 
issued its report which called for retaining the business 
operation as a centralized, distinct organization within the 
Smithsonian, but more closely aligning its functions with 
the mission of the institution. The report also recommend-

.._ ed that SBV increase transparency in its business opera
tions. 

The task force was established by Acting Secretary 
Cristian Samper in August 2007 to review Smithsonian 
Business Ventures and recommend ways to improve its 
operation and maximize contributions to the Smithsonian. 

The task force concluded that financial performance 
and overall quality fell short of expectations because the 
institution was unnecessarily divided against itself. The 
task force also recommended reorganizing the business 
into three large groupings-Retail (stores, catalog and 
online catalog, IMAX theaters, food services), Business 
Development and Licensing (new businesses, product de
velopment and licensing, student and adult educational 
travel), and Media (Smithsonian magazine, online publish
ing, Smithsonian books, Smithsonian Networks, goSmith
sonian.magazine). 
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News for the Profession 

Congress Enacts Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) Reform Bill 

On December 31, 2007, President Bush signed into law 
legislation (S. 2488) to implement the first reforms 

to the FOIA in more than a decade. Congress passed,the 
"Openness Promotes Effectiveness in our National Gov
ernment Act" (OPEN Government Act) bill on December 
18,2007. 

The new law improves transparency in the Federal 
Government's FOIA process by: 

• Restoring meaningful deadlines for agency action 
underFOIA; 

• Imposing real consequences on federal agencies for 
missing FOIA's twenty-day statutory deadline; 

• Clarifying that FOIA applies to government records 
held by outside private contractors; 

• Establishing a FOIA hotline service for all federal 
agencies; and 

• Creating a FOIA Ombudsman to provide FOIA re
questors and federal agencies with a meaningful alterna
tive to costly litigation. 

In 2007, NCH issued a legislative alert urging passage 
of the FOIA bill and was involved in a broad-based coali
tion that worked towards passage of the legislation. 0 

National Security Archive, OAH and 
Others Petition for Release of Rosenberg 
Grand .Jury Records 

The National Security Archive, along with the OAH and 
other leading U.S. historical associations, filed a peti

tion in federal court in New York City on January 31 for the 
release of grand jury records from the 1951 indictment of Ju
lius and Ethel Rosenberg, who were accused of running an 
espionage ring that passed American atomic secrets to the 
Soviet Union, convicted of spying, and executed in 1953. 

Supported by extensive declarations from experts, the 
petition describes the trial of the Rosenbergs as a defining 
moment in the Cold War and argues that fifty-seven years 
later, scholarly and public interest in these transcripts far 
outweigh any remaining privacy or national security inter
ests in continued secrecy. 

"This petition brings together scholars and journal
ists who have diverse and often divergent views of the 
Rosenberg case, Soviet espionage, and American counter
espionage," commented Tom Blanton, the Archive's direc
tor. "What unites the petitioners is the opportunity to end 
the unnecessary secrecy and to open these unique primary 
sources to public and scholarly scrutiny." 0 

National Archives Announces Extended 
Research Room Hours 

Archivist of the United States Allen Weinstein an
nounced that the National Archives will restore its evening 
and weekend hours in its Washington, D.C. and College 
Park, MD, research rooms. Effective the week of April14, 
2008, the extended hours will be 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Saturday. Hours on Monday and Tuesday will con
tinue to be 9:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

Congress and the president provided a one-time ap
propriation of $1.3 million in the National Archives Fiscal 
Year 2008 budget to restore these hours. The funds will be 
used to hire new archival research room staff and to cover 
the costs of utilities, maintenance, and security during the 
extended hours. 

"I am very grateful to congress and the president for 
their recognition of the importance of making our docu
mentary heritage as widely available as possible. Extend
ing the research room hours goes a long way in helping us 
attain this goal. This increase in hours underlines our com
mitment to open government," Weinstein said in making 
the announcement. "I would also like to acknowledge the 
enthusiastic support of our user communities," he added. 

Research room hours at the National Archives Build
ing in Washington, DC and at the College Park facility 
were reduced in October 2006 as a cost-savings measure. 
Since then, the National Archives has had extended hours 
only once a month -on Thursday and Friday evenings and 
on Saturdays. Prior to October 2006, the National Archives 
extended hours were Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. The 
change from Tuesday to Wednesday evening late hours 
was implemented to make it more convenient and cost
effective for out-of-town researchers who travel to the Na
tional Archives for research. 0 

National History Education 
Clearinghouse Launches this Month 

The U.S. Department of Education has granted $7 
million to create a National History Education Clear
inghouse. The online project, which will be housed in 
George Mason University's Center for History and New 
Media (CHNM), will focus on historical thinking and 
learning. It will also help K-12 history teachers become 
more effective educators and show their students why 
history is relevant to their daily lives. 

The project's codirectors-Kelly Schrum and Sha
ron Leon, both at CHNM, and Daisy Martin at Stanford 
University-will manage content research and devel
opment, coordi
nate teacher out
reach, and direct 
the design and 
construction of a 
new digital cen
ter to provide http://teachinghistory.org 
links to the most informative history content on the In
ternet. Once online in February 2008, the clearinghouse 
will provide educators with a host of teaching tools and 
resources and be a portal through which teachers can 
share materials related to history. 

Working with project partners Stanford University, 
the American Historical Association, and the National 
History Center, the clearinghouse will have both on and 
offline components. These web- and non-web-based re
sources will be grounded in the latest and most signifi
cant scholarship on history and history education, as 
well as research on the best practices in teacher profes
sional development and an awareness of the possibili
ties and limitations of the digital medium. 

The site will be organized around seven features: 
history education news, history content, teaching ma
terials, best practices, policy and research, professional 
development, and Teaching American History grants. 
The clearinghouse will also use the latest advances in 
digital technology to explore key concepts through in
teractive images, audio clips and videos of classroom 
teaching and historians discussing primary sources. Of
fline support will include a yearly conference, a news
letter, and an annual report on the state of history edu
cation in the United States. 0 



Nevv Budget Recognizes Needs 

1 Allen Weinstein 

The Fiscal Year 2008 budget 
for the National Archives and 
Records Administration has 

important implications for NARA 
customers and stakeholders. NARA . 
has been allocated $411.1 million 
for FY 2008 under the omnibus ap-

. propriations bill approved by Con
gress and signed by President Bush. 
This funding represents an increase 

Weinstein of 20.5 percent over FY 2007's level 
and recognition by congress and the 

president of the importance and urgency of our needs
some of which affect customers and staff directly. 

The legislation provides $2.1 million to restore some 
important customer services. Foremost among them is $1.3 
million to reinstate public research hours that had been 
curtailed, which begin the week of April14. The $2.1 mil
lion also includes $800,000 to hire staff archivists to replace 
those who have left the agency in the past few years. Con
gress has asked NARA to report on progress in these two 
areas in the next thirty days, and we plan to move quickly 
to bring activities back to normal. 

" Elsewhere in the budget is $315 million in operating 
expenses for NARA. These funds must cover expenses 
such as energy, where costs are soaring, as well as rising 
security and staff costs for thirty-seven NARA facilities 
around the country. For continued. work on the Electronic 
Records Archives (ERA), the legislation provides full fund
ing of $58 million. This spending measure requires NARA 
to submit. to Congress a spending plan before any multi
year funds are obligated. 

For FY 2008, $28.6 million has been allocated for re
pairs and restorations at the Nation Archives' presidential 
libraries, including $8.6 million for general repairs. In ad
dition, $7.4 million is slated for construction of an archival 
addition to the Richard M. Nixon Presidential Library in 
Yorba Linda, California. Once the archival addition is com
pleted to NARA specifications, Nixon presidential records 
will be moved from College Park to Yorba Linda, so all the 
records of Richard Nixon's career in public life will be un
der one roof. Also included is $3.7 million to complete the 
repairs and restoration of the plaza at the Lyndon B. John
son Presidential Library in Austin, TX, $8 million for the 
first steps of acquiring land and building a new addition 

· to the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston, and 

$750,{)00 for design work on desperately needed renova
tions at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library in Hyde Park, 
New York. 

The National Historical Publications and Records ..,... 
Commission, which makes grants to nonfederal entities to 
preserve and provide access to important and significant 
nonfederal historical records, will receive $7.5 million for 
grants under the spending bill. . 

In a related matter, the Lyndon B. Johnson Foundation 
has been granted, in the Department of Education budget, 
$718,000 for the Presidential Timeline, an interactive Inter
net feature that allows visitors to explore each of the mod
em presidents' lives and administrations. The LBJ Founda
tion provides support for the Johnson Library. 

While I want to emphasize that this budget, with its 
significant increases, recognizes N ARA's im portarit mission -
and urgent needs, I also want to commend the quiet dedi
cation of the National Archives staff during ·this difficult 
period of fiscal uncertainty. Even with limited resources, 
we have maintained essential access to the records of our 
country and even expanded that access by releasing many 
records that previously were not available to the public. I 
also want to thank the members of OAH for their support 
of our mission and our programs over the years. 0 

OAH Holds 2008 Hata Community College Workshops 

Juli A. Jones 

Registration is now underway for workshops in the 
second year of the OAH Community College Work
shop series. This year's workshops will be held in 

Bloomington, Indiana, at Ivy Tech Community College, 
May 29-31, and in Dallas, Texas, at Mountain View Col
lege, June 19-21. The success of last year's workshop at El 
Camino College in Torrance, California, has led to many 
inquiries from historians around the country. To meet this 
demand, the series will offer two workshops per year in 
alternating regions. While it is expected that most regis
trants will come from the local and regional area of the 
workshop, those from other areas are wekome to apply. 
This is a funded professional opportunity, with a $200 sti
pend available for fifty registrants. 

The workshop series is named in memory of Dr. Na
dine Ishitani Hata, the pathbreaking leader in establishing 
community college historians as recognized members of 
our profession and valued contributors to the OAH. Its 
aim is to provide professional enhancement opportunities 
and materials for community college professors and others 
teaching the U.S. history survey course. It will offer fac
ulty an opportunity to reflect actively on new scholarship, 
pedagogy, and regional resources, and to establish new 
collaborative networks with fellow historians at two- and 
four-year colleges and universities and at public history in-

stitutions. These OAH professional enhancement seminars 
will ultimately impact the quality of U.S. history education 
received by students attending community colleges. 

Workshop presenters will be master teachers, com
munity college professors, prominent research historians, 
and local public history experts. Teaching sessions will also 
offer roundtable opportunities for historians to contribute 
their own ideas and experiences, especially regarding on
line courses, using maps and primary materials, oral his
tory projects, and working with underprepared students. 
Each workshop will be held over a three-day period: Days 
one and three will include plenary-style panels and small 
group breakout sessions focused on seven core subjects re
lated to teaching the U.S. history survey course and three 
regional issues, as well as hands-on curriculum develop
ment, while day two will feature offsite sessions utilizing 
local history sites and resources. 

This year, Museum Day in Indiana will include visits 
to the Eiteljorg Museum and the Indiana Historical Society 
in Indianapolis. In Dallas, the workshop will visit the Old 
Red Museum, the Dallas Holocaust Museum, and the Sixth 
Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza focusing on the JFK assassi
nation. Information on reasonably priced area hotel lodging 
will be provided for those interested in staying near the col
lege. Our site coordinators are Donn Hall at Ivy Tech Bloom
ington and Kenneth Alfers at Mountain View College. The 
OAH is grateful for their participation and for the support of 
their institutions, administrators, faculty, and staff. 

By the conclu
sion of the workshops, 
historians will have 
gained an increased 
knowledge of histori
cal content, pedagogi
cal strategies, and local 
resources. Addition
ally, they .will receive 
handouts and access to 
materials that will al
low them to bring what 
they have learned back 
to their institutions. 
They will also be con-
nected to new friends and colleagues in an ongoing history 
network. Session highlights and materials will be available 
on the OAH website for future reference and use by all his
torians. 

Early registration on the OAH website is off to an ex
cellent start. To learn more information about registering 
for the workshops and applying for the stipend, please 
visit the OAH website. Timely registration is encouraged, 
as only fifty stipends are available for each workshop. Re
view of applications will begin March 15, 2008. Workshop 
brochures and programs will be posted soon. For further 
information, email JuliA. Jones, OAH Community College 
Coordinator, at jjones@oah.org. 0 
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T FELLMAN I From 3 

"As a student of American history, it has been an ad
vantage for me to live in Canada. It may not be very far, but 
it's off shore, and Canada has gone through similar experi
ences at times, which are useful for comparative purposes. 
For example, what would have happened if the Populists 
had lasted longer on the American prairies and made links 
with urban unions. That happened in Canada, it was called 

o2 the CCF (Co-operative Commonwealth Federation), later 
renamed the NDP (New Democratic Party), and it has all 
gotten watered down since, but these reconstructed Popu
lists became an enormous influence pushing the Liberal 
Party to the left. In a way, Norman Thomas's Socialists had 
some of that effect on the New Deal. So Canadian experi
ence provides another way of looking at American history. 
To give a second example, what would have happened if 
Andrew Jackson had lost the bank war? Well, they had a 

As a student of American history, it has 

-· been an advantage for me to live in 

Canada. It may not be very far, but it's 

.... 

off shore, and Canada has gone through 

similar experiences at times, which are 

useful for comparative purposes. And 

you're not living in the belly of the whale. 

Canada is pleasant. We have a budgetary 

surplus and an inclusive national health 

scheme. Life is brutal enough if you're 

poor anywhere, but Canada is a somewhat 

more civilized place. 

bank war up here too, the equivalent of one. It was a revolt 
in 1837, and the "Jacksonians" who made that revolt lost; 
the Tories dug in, only grudgingly admitting the Liberals 
to the political system. Therefore, the whole developmen
tal pattern of Canadian capitalism was more guarded. They 
developed a national banking system - it's five banks, but 
still a national banking system-while the Americans had 
wildcat banking all over the place, and so the whole de
velopment of Canada was different. Isn't that an interest
ing comparison? I don't recall reading this anywhere in an 
American history textbook. There are advantages to being 
an Americanist here in Canada." 

"And you're not living in the belly of the whale. Can
ada is pleasant. We have a budgetary surplus and an in-

- elusive national health scheme. It's got its problems, but 
we've got one. Poor people are not excluded. Life is brutal 
enough if you're poor anywhere, but Canada is a some
what more civilized place-half way between Europe and 
the United States. Canadians are not always conducting 
foreign wars. I don't like the adventure in Afghanistan, 
and I've been writing about that up here. I do scold Cana-
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dian audiences too. I'm not saying 
Canada is nirvana, but every time 
there's another war or another 
right-wing electoral triumph, I get 
these e-mails from friends asking 
can I come up there?" 

I wanted to know more about 
Fellman's research and writing. 
"When I think about my work, I 
can make it sound more coherent 
than it really has been, because 
basically I've always worked out 
of intuition. I hope I have been 
introspective about my personal 
role in writing history. I've al
ways seen history as an art form. I 
mean, social science is interesting, 
and there's no reason not to use 
every tool you can. I'm a pragma
tist that way, but the things that 
push me are not all academic. 
They are political, and they are 
deeply personal: there are cer
tain aspects of my life and certain 
historical themes that obsess me. 
That I'm a Civil War historian was 
entirely unexpected. I started off 
as an intellectual historian of a 
sort, but I never believed in the 
primacy of ideas. I see us as hun
gry beasts, who tend to gild the 
lily, both about our history, our 
own personalities, and our social 
beings. We can be clever, logi
cal, and learned, but a lot of that 
is about covering up more than 
exploring, and so I think part of 
the lesson of the '60s for me was 
to be aware that emotionality is 
central to everything we do, noth
ing to be ashamed of. It's just as 
important as what we do with our 
ideas. This makes me a heretic, ac
tually." 

"Professors, on the whole, 
are people who are really good at overintellectualizing, 
the best are bloody clever, and sometimes their work is 
beautiful in itself, which I honor. But sometimes I read au
tobiographical interviews with professors, and they say I 
had this professor, and I read those books-that seems to 
explain their sense of intellectual development. For me it 
wasn't; the project didn't grow from that. It grew out of 
much more personal responses to becoming a human dur
ing the wars of the '60s. And in addition, the Holocaust 
affects me deeply, maybe because I'm Jewish, although I do 
not think the Holocaust presents issues just for Jews. The 

· human capacity for mindful slaughter is always there in 
my mind when people celebrate the Civil War." 

When I asked Fellman about his Civil War work, he 
remarked, "Well, my most widely-read book is Inside War: 
The Guerilla Conflict in Missouri During the American Civil 
War (Oxford, 1989). In The Civil War and the Limits of De
struction, Mark Neely recently blamed this book for push
ing what he calls a 'cult of violence' into the center of Civil 

War historiography-a pernicious tendency that needs to 
be stopped. I spent ten years in the archives on that one. I 
don't remember who said, 'Oh, Michael, you've got to go 
and look at the military records at the National Archives 
in Washington.' But I went and I ordered up the Missouri 
records from Record Group 153. It's huge and poorly cat
alogued-box after box of manuscripts had been bundled 
together, tied with red ribbons, and sent in to Washington 
at the end of the war. So I'm untying these red ribbons that 
were tied in 1865, and I'm reading these incredible deposi
tions given to the local provost marshal. There is a union 
outpost in each county, and the guerillas control a lot of the 
countryside at night, and it ain't just Quantrill, it's all over 
the place. To survive you had to collaborate, and yet you're 
angry because they also ripped you off and maybe killed 
somebody, so you go to town and you swear out a deposi
tion the next day for a variety of reasons, and these are 
storytelling people, so tl1eir testimony is shattering. I real-

See FELLMAN /18 .... 



OAH Lecturers 
Collaborate \Nith Teachers 

Elizabeth R. Varon 

Varon 

O n October 20, I trav
elled as an OAH "dis
tinguished lecturer" to 

Rockford, Illinois, for a Teaching 
American History symposium 
organized on behalf of the pub
lic schools by Betsy Homewood. 
I had jumped at this invitation, 
as it was a chance to reunite with 
Nancy Cott, my longtime friend 
and mentor, and to meet Nancy 
Mirabal, whose work I admired 
but whose path I hadn't yet 

crossed. We three OAH lecturers anchored a program on 
women and gender in U.S. history; each of us delivered 
a lecture, and then we participated in an informal round
table and breakaway discussions on aspects of pedagogy. 

The first thing that struck me was the dedication of 
the sixty or so teachers who were willing to give up their 
Saturdays to assemble, bright and early at 8:30 a.m., for 
a day of intensive collaboration. I came, over the course 
of the day, to appreciate that dedication even more fully, 
as the teachers' questions, comments, and insights drama
tized the challenges educators face in the "no child left be
hind" era. As a parent of two children in public elementary 
school, I found my interactions with these Rockford teach
ers to be eye-opening and inspiring. 

Griffith Named OAH Treasurer 

' 

I had imagined, given the pervasive pressure to "teach 
to the test," that public school teachers have few oppor
tunities these days for creativity and improvisation. But 
it was dear from the teachers' questions and comments 
that they work tirelessly to transcend local and state edu
cational mandates and to supplement the standard cur
riculum. They wanted us to discuss: 1) how to integrate 
women's and gender history into the curriculum in ways 
that were not merely "contributory," tokenistic, or superfi
cial; 2) how to supplement terribly outdated social studies 
textbooks with compelling published primary sources and 
cutting edge scholarship and; 3) how to harmonize the goal 
of confronting America's historical flaws and failings with 
the goal of imbuing civic pride in students. 

After sharing ideas, strategies, and book titles, we 
broke into small groups to grapple with the particular 
challenges of teaching the different grade levels; as my 
ovvn son is in fifth grade, I volunteered to join the fifth 
grade teachers' group. Their observations rang true and 
clarified so much of what I had observed in my sample of 
one. For instance, these teachers explained that fifth grad
ers are only just arriving at the stage, developmentally, in 
which they can grasp "change over time" writ large. They 
cannot yet think across the centuries, so they must focus 
on generational change. Thus assignments that ask them to 
do oral, family, and local histories are particularly effica
cious. Moreover, fifth graders are, I learned, not only natu-

OAH Publishes 

rally drawn to family history, but also to public history and 
material culture. So these teachers had devised countless 
ways to incorporate artifacts and local historical sites into 
the curriculum. This was no simple "teaching to the test." 

After our breakaway sessions we reconvened as a 
group to compare notes. Hearing these teachers contrast, 
starkly, the capabilities and affinities of fifth graders with 
those of eight graders and twelfth graders (and so on) only 
reinforced my dawning sense (it gets stronger the older I 
get!) that in some ways the college years are just another 
developmental stage of childhood. And that is one reason 
why these sorts of teaching forums are so invaluable for col
lege professors: if we want to help our students get where 
they are going, it helps immeasurably to know where they 
have been. 0 

Elizabeth R. Varon is professor of history at Temple University. 
She is au thor of We Mean to be Counted: White Women and 
Politics in Antebellum Virginia (1998) and Southern Lady, 
Yankee Spy: The True Story of Elizabeth Van Lew, a Union 
Agent in the Heart of the Confederacy (2003). Varon is wr
rently finishing a study of the origins of the Civil War, provision
ally entitled On the Precipice: The Discourse of Disunion 
and the Corning of the Civil War. 

Robert Griffith, professor and history department chair 
at American University, has been appointed treasurer of 
the Organization of American Historians. 

America on the World Stage 

Griffith brings years of experience in financial manage
ment to the position of OAH Treasurer. In addition to his cur
rent position at American University, Griffith served as the 
dean of the Arts and Humanities at the University of Maryland 
from 1989 to1995, where he administered a budget of twenty
seven million dollars. As provost at American University from 
1995 to 1997, Griffith managed a budget of ninety-seven million 
dollars. A member of OAH since 1964, Griffith has a passionate 
appreciation for the important contributions OAH has given to his professional life. 

Griffith is the author of The Politics of Fear: Joseph R. McCarthy and the Senate, which 
won the OAH Fredrick Jackson Turner Prize. The third edition of his anthology, Major 
Problems in American Histon; since 1945, coedited with Paula Baker, appeared in 2006. 
The author of many articles, essays, and reviews, Griffith has held fellowships from 
the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humani
ties, and the Harry S. Truman Library Institute. 

Robert Griffith succeeds Robert W. Cherny, University of San Francisco, as the 
OAH treasurer. A professor of history at San Francisco State University, Cherny be
gan his term as OAH treasurer in 2003. In joining the OAH Executive Board in ex
pressing their gratitude to Cherny for his commitment to OAH and the profession, 
Executive Director Lee Form walt added, "OAH is grateful for and deeply appreciates 
Bob's five years of dedicated stewardship and counsel." 0 

Kcognizing the urgent need for students to 
understand the emergence of the United 

tates' power and prestige in relation to world 
events, Gary W. Reichard and Ted Dickson, and their 
team of over two dozen historians and teachers, re- ->-

frame the teaching of American history in a global 
context. Each essay covers a specific chronologi
cal period and approaches fundamental topics and 
events in United States history from an international 
perspective, emphasizing how the development of 
the United States has always depended on its trans
actions with other nations for commodities, cultural values, and populations. 
For each historical period, the authors also provide practical guidance on bring-
ing tllis international approach to the classroom with suggested lesson plans and 
activities. Ranging from the colonial period to the civil rights era and everywhere 
in between, this collection will help prepare Americans for success in an era of 
global competition and collaboration. 

The book, published by the University of Illinois Press, will make its debut 
this spring at the 2008 OAH Annual Meeting in New York Gty. 0 
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T FELLMAN I From 16 

ized after a few days that this is the famous trunk of letters 
in the attic times a thousand, and I wondered, would I be 
up to writing such primal history." 

"Well, it took me a long time, because a lot of what I 
learned is that war is hell and people are shits. That's true, 
but insufficiently explanatory, so I had to find ways to be
come detached enough to write in a coherent and humane 
fashion. So I read a lot of psychiatric literature about re
turning Vietnam war veterans who had committed atroci
ties, which was, by the way, very common. I read also in 
the literature about concentration camp guards. The book 
is not just about guerilla war in Missouri, but it's certainly 
about that. Much work since then on guerilla warfare has 
challenged the traditional narrative." 

Fellman anticipated my pext question: "So why did 
I decide to write a biography? I felt I had done history 
from the bottom up with Inside War, and I realized that 
of course leaders matter a lot too: the mentality of leaders 
who fight wars, how they get themselves to do that, what 
they think they're doing, how they use ideology, all those 

things matter. Sherman seemed the most interesting of the 
generals on either side-was he ever. For example, he and 
his wife were apart for at least half of their thirty-eight
year-long marriage, and they hated each other. Or at least 
they fought like cats and dogs, both aiming for the jugu
lar. She was a pious Roman Catholic who raised her kids 
Catholic. He was an agnostic. He was out in the world, 
not successfully before the war, but he was out there, and 
she was reclusive. She was the rich man's daughter, who 
happened to be the man who took little Curnp Sherman in 
as a ward when his father died." 

"And he was (although I didn't use the word) bipo
lar. I included a long discussion of his depression in Ken
tucky at the beginning of the war, which had never been 
analyzed fully. His wife asked the right questions in her 
correspondence with General Halleck. They knew about 
depression. I ended up calling the book Citizen Sherman, 
because it's as much about him as a Victorian male as it is 
about the war. It's also about the war, and my argument is 
that there's a lot of rage there, and he finally found avoca-

tion. He was an extremely 
lucid writer, a bit of an 
artist, and his war propa
ganda is devastating - he 
knew that that was part of 
making war on a democ
racy. You demoralize the 
citizenry, and they'll tell 
the boys to quit and come 
back horne. He was an ut
terly ruthless genius, but 
at the same time attractive, 
so the biography got to be 
a whole lot richer than I 
might have expected." 

The OAH Distinguished Lectureship Program connects you with over 

300 outstanding U.S. historians, perfect for public programs, campus 

In his next book, Fell
man explored The Making 
of Robert E. Lee. "The prob
lem with Lee is that he's 
such a legendary figure. 
So I said to myself, okay, 
what if I start out as if 
there are no stories about 
Robert E. Lee? Can I just 
read the letters from the 
various archives de nou-

convocations, lecture series, teacher workshops, History Month 

observances, and conference keynotes. 

<www.oah.org/lectures> contains a complete list of participating 

speakers as well as information on scheduled lectures. Visit today! 

E-mail <lectures@oah.org;> or call812-855-7311 for more information. 
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veau, and see him within 
his context, separating 
his life from the legend
ary Marble Man? Not to 
ignore the legend, but to 
deal with it as a separate 
issue rather than letting it 
infuse the book." 

"I have an iconoclas
tic streak too. Lee was the 
avatar of white suprema-

cy in the postwar period. Many believe that if he was so 
noble the segregation system really was okay. If you've 
never seen the statue of him at Washington and Lee in the 
chapel, it's worth a trip. It's a white, white, white marble 
statue, and he's lying recumbent on the field of battle, 
booted and spurred, his hat and sword by his side, ready 
to rise again. It's a shrine for the white South." 

"I looked closely at him on the slavery issue. He 
wasn't opposed to slavery; he thought it was that old ar
gument, a necessarily evil. He wrote about it once in 1856, 
where he says yes, slavery is wrong, but you know Jesus 
only carne 2,000 years ago, only a day in the eyes of God, 
so liberation will take a very long time. In the meantime, 
when he made his choice to go with Virginia in 1861, it 
was with his class, and in defense of slavery." 

"And then after. the war, he was deeply involved in 
the Virginia effort to destroy Reconstruction. I think that's 
something people probably didn't know much about. 
Lee's own sensibility is even more apparent in several 
nasty letters to his nephew in far-off Paris, which excori
ated everything to do with Reconstruction and black in
dependence." 

'Trn not saying Lee was a bad man but a man of his 
times; that he was a human being. This take has elicited 
interesting responses. In Civil War history, the real op
position is neo-Confederate, and they still assert Lee's 
perfection, insisting that he wasn't a racist. On the other 
hand, southern "tradition" is correct-they use all the 
code words for white supremacy. These are diehards 
whose grandfathers had controlled the South. Their last 
gasp of traditional power was when they tried massive 
resistance to desegregation. Then the Republican Party 
taught them how to move in a subtler, long-term counter
attack against black opportunity." 

"The Civil War historical mainstream tends toward 
unionist triurnphalisrn. The War and Reconstruction, 
many argue, were 'the second American Revolution.' 
Where others stress the advance of freedom I see some 
of that and a lot more continuity of domination and op
pression. Moving past the chronological confines of the 
Civil War, my next book will concern terrorism and state 
formation." 

We ended up talking a bit about the Organization 
of American Historians which he feels could be better at 
"engaging Americans who don't live in the United States. 
If you look at offices that have been held over the years, 
the OAH is not sufficiently inclusive. Perhaps it's an un
conscious reflex that somehow you're disqualified if you 
live abroad-a kind of unintended xenophobia, of which 
the OAH, consisting of perfectly well-intentioned liberal
minded people, is not fully aware." The vast majority of 
our members (96 percent) live in the U.S. and it may be 
easy to forget the more than 300 members who live out
side the country. Fellman reminds us that we lose a lot in 
forgetting them, especially the nearly 100 members who 
live just north of the border. 0 



In Memoriam 

Roy Rosenzweig 
Roy Rosenzweig's leg

acy transcends professional 
categories. His insatiable cu
riosity, courageous character, 
creative mind, and restless 
organizing-along with his 
warm interest in a remark
able variety of people-made 
it hard for him to hold still 
long enough in a single place 
to be labeled. As I listened to Rosenzweig 

people talk about Roy at the memorial service in Arlington 
on December 9 and at the AHA remembrance on January 5, 
I was struck by two conclusions. First, we all clearly knew 
the same Roy. We had all experienced how to work with Roy 
was to build an intense and very rewarding personal rela
tionship. But, second, I was also struck that we each knew 
a different Roy, partly because he was the link between our 
different neighborhoods that Jean Agnew had described as 
constituting "Royville," and partly because he naturally re
lated to people where he found them, each one differently. 

At the Arlington service his wife Deborah named the 
quality that struck me most about Roy. He was above all 
a connector. He loved introducing people who inhabited 
one of the neighborhoods in Royville to people who lived 
somewhere else. Roy made and nurtured relationships 
and communities better than anyone I ever met. As he 
moved from neighborhood to neighborhood he gave each 
of us a sense of participating with others, of being part of 
the larger community, Royville. And Royville reflected not 
only his generosity of spirit and warmth, but also his com
mitment to live life more humanely, more civically, than 
academic cultures often nurtured. Criticizing history as "a 
deeply individualistic craft" in 2006, Roy said his collabora
tions were experiments at making history more social and 
collaborative. 

Rojls legacy is a big one. The AHA and other orga
nizations have recognized Roy's creative leadership in the 
new world of digital technology. But creative work in new 
technologies was only the latest phase of a larger quest 
to democratize the practice of history. He used different 
terms to describe this quest, but it centered on three words: 
democracy, audience, and practice. Ever since graduate 
school in the 1970s, Roy had a passionate faith in the ca
pacity of history to make a more democratic world if only 
historians could figure out how to transcend the self-en
closing practices and privileges of academic culture and 
how to share the democratic and transformative possibili
ties in the new historical scholarship with people outside 
the academy. He once said that he had entered the histori
cal profession at a time when "the '60s were still very much 
alive," a time when political movements challenged histo
rians to create a new content and practice of "history from 
the bottom up." For Roy, this meant at first listening to the 
voices of everyday folks-to how Worcester workers expe
rienced work and leisure. Later it led him to spearhead a 
synthesis through the new American Social History Project 
and in the pages of the Radical History Review. For Roy, as 
for his mentors Herb Gutman and David Montgomery, the 
practice of history needed to grow out of and propel move
ments for political change. 

Above all it meant developing new ways of connecting 
the practice of history with wider and varied audiences. 
This led him to encourage community oral history projects, 
movies and radio series, to develop a book on how history 
was practiced in museums, an article on conflicts between 
academic and popular interests that swirled around Ameri
can Heritage magazine, and a pathbreaking coedited book 
that widened understanding of how to present the past. 
Roy believed that critical attention to the intersections of 
professional and popular uses of the past offered a start
ing point for historians to imagine new ways of involving 
more Americans in their history. The democratic challenge 
to professional practice did not end with monographs and 
textbooks that created more democratic content by insert
ing hitherto invisible actors. 

The harder challenge was of practice and audience 
and behind that of figuring out how history could make 
a real difference in the world. By the early 1990s Roy had 
concluded that the future of democratic practices of his
tory required more rigorous exploration of how nonaca
demics understood and used the past in their daily lives. 
This question led us to collaborate on the project that be
came The Presence of the Past. We hoped to listen to and 
report voices that would suggest the richness of popular 
uses of the past. We quickly learned that nothing in our 
professional training equipped us to make sense of the di
verse and creative ways people used the past. At around 
the same time, Roy was coming to focus increasingly on 
teachers and their classrooms as creative arenas in which 
scholars could connect with different audiences. 

Now, as many focus on his contributions to digital his
tory, I want to recall that Roy said in one of his last inter
views: "The key thing that drew me to working with 'new 
media' was the possibility of reaching new and diverse 
audiences." There it was, his continuing quest for democ
ratizing practice. To me Roy, was an inspiration for facing 
the difficult challenges of democratizing the practice of his
tory. I hope his example can help light the way as we try to 
build on his legacy. 0 

-David Thelen 
Indiana University, Bloomington 

.James H. Cassedy 
James H. Cassedy, a historian at the National Library 

of Medicine, died of cachexia (a physical wasting disease) 
at his home in Bethesda on September 14, 2007. Cassedy 
received his B.A. in American Literature from Middlebury 
College in 1941, and he then served in the Army during 
the Second World War. After the war he worked for the 
Veterans Administration and the U.S. Information Agency 
while also attending graduate school. He received his M.A. 
in 1950 and his Ph.D. in American Civilization in 1959 from 
Brown University. 

Cassedy's first position as a historian was at Williams 
College in 1959-1960. Shortly thereafter, he moved to the 
National Institutes of Health, where he served as execu
tive secretary of the History of Life Sciences Study Section 
(1962-1966) and then as deputy chief of the European Of
fice in Paris (1966-1968). In 1968, he joined the staff of the 
National Library's History of Medicine Division as a histo
rian, a position he held until his retirement in 2006. 

At the History of Medicine Division, Cassedy edited 
the Library's Bibliography of the History of Medicine for the 

entire period of its existence, 1969-1993. He also served 
as editor of the publication's online version, HISTLINE. 
Cassedy helped to create and then managed several oth
er programs of the division, including its seminar series 
and its Visiting Historical Scholar program. All of these 
endeavors benefited from his creativity and dedication. 
Although claiming that he had little interest in administra
tion, Cassedy not only managed these programs success
fully, but he did a commendable job as acting chief of the 
division for a period of over a year. 

Above all, James Cassedy was a distinguished scholar 
in the history of American medicine. During his career he 
authored five books, and he had essentially completed the 
manuscript of another at the time of his death. He also au
thored numerous articles and book reviews. His particular 
interest was in the history of public health and the use of 
statistics in medicine in the United States. His scholarship 
was recognized in various ways, including the award of 
the prestigious William Welch Medal of the American As
sociation for the History of Medicine in 1987 for his books 
American Medicine and Statistical Thinking, 1800-1860 (1984) 
and Medicine and American Growth, 1800-1860 (1986). 

James Cassedy received every major honor that the 
national professional society in his field, the American 
Association for the History of Medicine, could bestow. In 
addition to the Welch Medal, he was awarded the Associa
tion's Lifetime Achievement Award and delivered its hon
orary Garrison Lecture. He also served as president of the 
association in 1982-1984. 

An easy-going, friendly, and kind man, Cassedy was 
always eager to meet and assist colleagues who came to the 
library to do research. If they came too often or stayed too 
long, he would charm them into giving a presentation in 
the division's seminar series. He will be-greatly missed by 
his family, friends, and colleagues. 0 

John Parascandola 
-University of Maryland, College Park. 

Larry I. Bland 
Larry I. Bland, editor of 

The Papers of George Catlett 
Marshall, historian, author, 
and teacher, died Tuesday, 
November 27, in Lexington, 
Virginia. He was sixty-seven 
years old. 

Generally recognized as 
one of the world's foremost 
authorities on the life and 
career of George Catlett Mar
shall, Bland was working on 
the sixth volume of the Mar
shall Papers when he died. The 

Bland 

Marshall Papers is the principle publications project of the 
George C. Marshall Foundation in Lexington. In addition 
to the Papers, Bland also edited George C. Marshall Inter
views and Reminiscences and George C. Marshall's Mediation 
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Mission to China. He was the author of numerous articles 
and monographs on Marshall and Marshall-related topics, 
such as the Cold War, the Marshall Plan, the Truman Doc
trine, and Averill Harriman. 

Bland was an engaging and sought-after lecturer. In 
October he was the keynote speaker at the dedication of 
the new George C. Marshall Conference Center at the U.S. 
State Department in Washington. Secretary of State Con
doleezza Rice called Bland's remarks "insightful and rel
evant." Earlier this year Bland gave a series of lectures on 
the Marshall Plan in Turkey at the invitation of the state de
partment. He frequently spoke at professional meetings
both in this country and abroad- historical societies, gov
ernment conferences, and civic groups. 

In addition to his work at the Marshall Foundation, 
Bland served as managing editor of the Journal of MilitanJ 
Histon; for nineteen years. Bland was also active in local 
history affairs, serving as a trustee of the Rockbridge His
torical Society and as the editor of the Proceedings of the 
Rockbridge Historical Society and News Notes. He also pre
pared the maps and edited Winifred Hadsel's two books, 
The Roads of Rockbridge and Streets of Lexington. 

The recipient of many regional and national awards, 
Bland most recently received The Victor Gondos Memorial 
Service Award for long, distinguished, and outstanding 
service to the Society for Military History. An avid theater 

buff, Bland was a volunteer technician, set builder, and 
gofer for his wife, Joellen. who has served for twenty-five 
years as director of the theater at the Virginia Military In
stitute. Like George Marshall, Bland was also a coihmitted 
and gifted gardener. He was especially known for his deft 
touch with dahlias, mint, and other difficult plants and 
flowers. 

A native of Indianapolis, Indiana, Bland received his 
B.S. in Physics from Purdue University and his M.A. and 
Ph.D. in Diplomatic History from the University of Wis
consin. After teaching at colleges in North Carolina, Bland 
accepted a National Endowment for the Humanities fel
lowship at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 
He was recommended for the Marshall Foundation posi
tion in 1977by Edward M. Coffman, a distinguished histo
rian from the University of Wisconsin. 

Bland is survived by his wife of forty-five years, Jo
ellen; two sons, Neil of Boulder, CO and Ryan of Lexington, 
KY; his mother, Emma C. Bland of Indianapolis, lN; and 
two sisters, Juanita Bower of Mesa, AZ and Janice Bland of 
Plainfield, lN. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that con
tributions be made to The George C. Marshall Foundation, 
the Rockbridge Historical Society, or the VMl Theatre. 0 

-Brian D. Shaw 
George C. Marshall Foundation 

AbrahamS. 
Eisenstadt 

One of the Best Tools Available 
to All Teachers of U.S. history 

A broad-ranging in
tellectual historian with a 
special interest in Ameri
can historiography, Abra
ham S. Eisenstadt, eighty
seven, died on November 
19, 2007, in Brooklyn, NY. 
He was born in Brooklyn 
on June 18, 1920. His father, 
a rabbinical scholar of note, 
instilled in Abe a capacity 
for close reasoning in the 
pursuit of precise meaning, 
which he retained to the 
end of his life. He grew up 
in the Brownsville section 
of Brooklyn, attended the 
public schools and Brook
lyn College of the City Uni
versity of New York, grad
uating magna cum laude in 
1940. During World War II, 
he served in the U.S. Army. 

The OAH Magazine of History is a quarterly thematic 

publ icat ion featuring historical scholarship by 

prominent historians in an accessible way, yielding 

new information and insight on contemporary 

research. The illuminating articles are not only of 

interest to educators, but also appeal to those 

with a passion for our nations' past. Future themes 

include: The Lincoln Legacy, Military History, 

Human Rights, Business History, the Black Power 

Movement, and U.S. Foreign Policy. 

As an OAH member, if you receive the Journal of 

American History as your primary publication. you 

may subscribe to the OAH Magazine of History at 

a significant savings. For more information, visit 

<http://www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/>. 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN HISTORIANS 

MAGAZINE OF HISTORY 
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Abe loved classical 
and popular music as well 
as history and with his 
brother composed songs, 
but discovered that the 
halls of academe were more 
hospitable than Tin Pan AI
ley. He earned his Ph.D. 
at Columbia University in 
1955. His dissertation, pub
lished in 1956 as Charles M. 
Andrews: A Study in Ameri-

can Historical Writing, reflected his interest in American 
and British history and his fascination with how historians 
interpret history. 

While a graduate student at Columbia, Abe continued 
his relationship with Brooklyn College. He served as a lec
turer from 1950 to 1956, instructor from 1956 to 1960, went 
from assistant professor to full professor from 1960 to 1968, 
and became professor emeritus in 1998. During those years, 
because he was conscientious and dependable, he served 
the college on virtually every committee of importance and 
founded the Brooklyn College Historical Manuscripts Col
lection (1960), while carrying a full teaching load of fifteen 
and then twelve hours a week. From 1962 to 1963, Abe was 
Fulbright Professor of American History and American 
Studies at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced Interna
tional Studies, Bologna, Italy. 

Abe was an impressive teacher who never lectured. He 
engaged his students by asking questions in an informal 
setting. He never belittled their responses. He explored, 
elaborated, or further explained them. Abe found the fifty 
and even the seventy-five minute period confining and en
joyed seminars, which allowed for a fuller development of 
student responses. 

Abe combined his devotion to teaching and his exper
tise in historiography in his editorial work. His American 
History: Recentlnterpretations, two vols. (1962), 2d. ed. (1969) 
is outstanding for its judicious selections and insightful 
introductions, placing readings in their historiographical 
context. Abe also coedited, with his close friend John Hope 
Franklin, many volumes in the American History Series for 
Harlan Davidson. 

Abe is survived by his daughters Elizabeth Evans 
and Laura Eisenstadt, and two grandchildren, Sian and 
Colin. His wife Paulette Smith, a gifted primary school 
teacher, arid his son Jonathan, predeceased him. While on 
his deathbed, Abe was cheered to receive his recently pub
lished Carnegie's Model Republic: Triumphant Democracy and 
the British-American Relationship (2007). His life of scholar
ship ended as it began, with an appreciation of the inter
play of American and British societies. 0 

Christiane Harzig 

--i\rifloogenboom 
Brooklyn College 

City University of New York 

Christiane Harzig, historian of women, gender, and 
international migration, died of cancer on November 6, 
2007, in Tempe, Arizona. Chris was an associate professor 
at Arizona State University, a position she took in Janu
ary 2006. During her short life (and her long struggle as 
a woman to find a respected place in the academy), she 
inspired students and colleagues alike with her passionate 
commitment to cross-cultural communication not only in 
classrooms, research collaborations, and professional as
sociations (including the OAH, where she served on the 
Thelen Prize Committee), but in her personal life as well. 

No one who knew Chris would be surprised to learn 
she was grading student papers and planning new projects 
until ten days before her death. 

Chris was an international migrant who lived regu
larly in Germany, the U.S., and Canada. Born in Berlin in 
1952, she was an exchange student in Rhode Island already 
as a teenager. She later studied at Vanderbilt University 



while preparing for her Staatsexamen at the Free University 
of Berlin. (Her thesis on lynching in the U.S. South long 
predated North American academic work on the subject.) 
Her 1990 Ph.D. from the Technical University drew on 
years of research and residence in Chicago, begun as part 
of a collaborative research project on the German workers 
of Chicago. Temporary teaching and research positions 
and fellowships in Toronto, Winnipeg, British Columbia, 
Buffalo, Bremen, and Erfurt reinforced the transatlantic life 
she began as a student and continued until her death. 

Chris is best known in North America for her work on 
immigrant women in the U.S. Her dissertation-published 
in 1991 as Familie, Arbeit und weibliche Oeffentlichkeit in einer 
Einwanderungsstadt-quickly generated a larger collab
orative project, funded by the Volkswagen Foundation. A 
collaboration of four female scholars (from Ireland, Swe
den, Poland, and Germany) together wrote the pioneer
ing comparative monograph, Peasant Maids-Cihj Women 
(1997). Chris's interest in women in international migration 
continued into her final project on domestic service work 
globally (see the forthcoming "Domestic Service" in the 
Palgrave Macmillan Dictionan; of Transnational History) . A 
conference on the topic, to be sponsored by the German 
Historical Institute in 2008, will honor Chris's life and carry 
forward her research agenda. 

One hopes that colleagues in the U.S. will also become 
familiar with Chris's wide-ranging and equally innovative 
research on immigration policy, undertaken for her 2001 
Habilitation at the University of Bremen and published 
in 2004 as Einwanderung und Politik: Historische Erinnerung 
und Politische Kultur als Gestaltungsressource. An interdisci
plinary tour de force, the book consciously rejected treat
ing the U.S. as the normative "nation of immigrants" and 
instead compared the interaction of memory and contem
porary debates about immigration in Canada, Sweden, 
apd the Netherlands. Since celebrations of the granting of 
a Habilitation require a public lecture on a separate topic, 
Chris reached into African American history to speak on 
jazz-a topic on which she also taught in Germany. As a 
teacher, too, she moved with ease among the social and 
cultural histories of Canada, the U.S., and Europe. 

Chris is survived by her husband, Dirk Hoerder, now 
also at Arizona State University, by a daughter, Anna Ho
erder-Suabedissen, and by her grandson, Kiran, whom she 
was able to visit in the U.K. just weeks before her death. 
She will be mourned and remembered by colleagues and 
students for her intense joy in living and learning, for her 
forthrightness as an intellectual and as a friend, and - per
haps most of all-for her astonishing courage. 

Donations in Chris's memory may be made to the Emma 
Goldman Scholarship Fund at Arizona State University. 0 

-Donna R. Gabaccia 
Immigration History Research Center 

University of Minnesota 

Frances Richardson Keller 
Frances Richardson Keller passed away on June 26, 

2007. The cause of death was a stroke. Born on August 14, 
1914 in Lowville, New York, Frances earned her bachelor's 
degree in psychology at Sarah Lawrence College in 1935. 
Married soon after to Chauncey Keller, she had four chil
dren. Later divorced, Frances then earned a teaching cer-

tificate in history at the University of Toledo and taught 
in local public schools. In her late forties, she applie'd to 
doctoral programs in history. Her experience reflects what 
many women historians faced in the profession. Some in
stitutions never even responded to her applications. The 
head of graduate studies at one Chicago area university 
told her that she was not a suitable candidate because of 
her gender and age. She then directly confronted the his
tory chair at the University of Chicago, where she had also 
applied, asking, "Are you going to keep me out of here 
because I am over thirty-five and a woman?" She was ad
mitted to Chicago in 1964 and became one of John Hope 
Franklin's first graduate students there. 

In the 1960s and early 1970s, Frances, like many of 
her generation, participated in political activism- student, 
civil rights, and women's movements - experiences that 
impacted her entire professional life. Two main themes 
emerged in all of her writings: gender and race. Frances's 
extensive publications include An American Crusade: The 
Life of Charles Waddell Chestnut (1978), Views of Women's · 
Lives in Western Tradition (1989}, Fictions of U.S. History: A 
Theory and Four Illustrations (2002). In 2004 Rowman and 
Little republished her translation of Anna Julia Cooper's 
Slavery and the French and Haitian Revolutionists (1988). In 
all of her works, Frances tried to bring the marginalized 
to the center. 

Because of budget cuts 
in the 1970s, many histo-

award of $800. In Frances's honor, the WAWH Board re
named the award the Frances Richardson Keller-Sierra 
Prize. 

Frances was also deeply involved in the Coordinat
ing Committee on Women in the Historical Profession and 
the Conference Group on Women's History (now com
bined as the Coordinating Council for Women in Histor!y,
CCWH), affiliated with the American Historical Associa
tion. During the 1980s, Frances served as copresident of the 
CCWHP, raising funds for the award that later became the 
CCWH/Berkshire graduate student dissertation prize. As 
copresident, Frances wrote numerous letters to members 
of Congress supporting increased funding for the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission as well as to eight 
hundred CCWHP members urging them to protest the Su
preme Court nomination of Robert Bork. 

Frances Richardson Keller's professional life and activ
ism shed light on the experience of many women historians 
from the 1960s to the 1980s. She was not only a maker of 
history, as an individual and as a member of a professional 
generation, but also an institution builder and a mentor to 
many younger colleagues. With her death, historians, es
pecially women historians, have lost a great friend. 0 

- Nupur Chaudhuri 
Texas Southern University 

rians, especially women, 
worked as adjunct faculty. 
Frances met the same fate, 
teaching as adjunct faculty 

2008 EDITION AVAILABLE IN MARCH! 

all her life. In 1992-1993, 
Frances retired from San 
Francisco State University, 
where she was recognized 
as an excellent teacher, in
spiring students with her 
passion, commitment, and 
devotion to history. In 1997, 
Sarah Lawrence honored her 
as a distinguished alumna. 

Frances devoted much 
time and labor to profession
al organizations. In the early 
1970s, she joined the West 
Coast Association of Women 
Historians, now the Western 
Association of Women His
torians (WAWH), which she 
served as president from 
1981 through 1983. Seeking 
to promote women histori
ans' work, Frances helped 
found WAWH's Sierra 
Prize, awarded annually for 
the best book written by a 
WAWH member. Thanks 
especially to Frances and 
her husband Bill Rhetta, the 
prize was fully endowed 
in 2006 and now carries an 
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OAH and Palgrave Macmillan Publishers are 

proud to announce the third annual Best American 
History Essays volume, which showcases the best 

American history articles published between the 

summers of 2006 and 2007. This third volume 

provides a quick and comprehensive overview 

of the top work and the current intellectual trends 

in the field of American history. With contribu

tions from a diverse group of historians, this 

collection appeals both to scholars and to 

lovers of history al ike. 

Edited by David Roediger, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the 

Best American History Essays 2008 includes ten of the best essays in American 

history published in the last year. Written by such prominent historians as, 

Anna Pegler-Gordon, Monica Richmond Gisolfi, Gloria L. Main, David M. 

Wrobel, Michael McDonnell, Beth English, Jeffrey S Adler, Carma Gorman, 

Jason Phillips, and Paul C. Rosier, this volume covers important themes to 

help understand the rich history of the U.S. 

Contact Palgrave Macmillan by visiting <www.palgrave-usa.com> 

or calling 888.330.8477. 
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Correspondence 

To the Editor: 
I strongly disagree with Professor Daniel Levine's 

letter in the August 2007 OAH Newsletter, in which he ob
jected to Sen. Robert Byrd being honored with a Friend of 
History Award because the Senator voted against and led 
the filibuster against the 1964 Gvil Rights Act. To deny a 
history award in 2007 to Senator Byrd because of a prin
cipled vote that he cast forty-three years earlier transcends 
the legitimate boundaries of historical disagreement. It 
would be an unwarranted politicization of the OAH and 
yet another example of the political correctness phenom
®.on that has run rampant in higher education over the 
last generation. I happen to agree with the vote that Sena
tor Byrd cast in 1964, but I would never think of denying a 
present-day U.S. Senator a history award because of a vote 
cast in favor of or a leadership role taken in support of that 
legislation. I wrote to Senator Byrd to express my hope that 
he remain a friend of history and that he continue to vote 
his convictions. 0 

-John R. Nordell, Jr. 
Independent Scholar 

Contact Us 
The OAH Newsletter encourages your letters as they relate 
to the interests of our members and readers. We reserve the 
right to reject letters that are not consonant with the goals 
and purposes of the organization. Copy may be condensed 
or rejected because of length or style. The OAH disclaims 
responsibility for statements made by contributors. For 
contact information and additional editorial guidelines, please 
seepage2. 0 

Receive e-mail notices of 
the latest scholarship 

-:.. · in U.S. history 
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Sign up to receive customized monthly e-mails of 
citations to the latest scholarship in your field(s) 
of interest from Recent Scholarship Online (RSO). 
Choose from a comprehensive list of key words and 
categories to pinpoint your area of interest. 

RSO is a searchable, cumulative database of history
related citations for articles, books, dissertations, 
and CD-ROMS. Derived from the Journal of American 
History's ·Recent Scholarship" section, the RSO 
database contains tens of thousands of citations 
from over 1,100 journals. 

Available exdusively to OAH individual members 
at <http://oah.org/rs>. 
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Carnegie Mellon University 
Postdoctoral Fellow: Center for Africanamerican Urban Stud

ies and the Economy (CAUSE). The Dept. of History, Carnegie 
Mellon University, seeks a scholar in the humanities andlor social 
sciences doing history-related research in African American urban 
studies. The fellow will pursue hislher own research project; cql
laborate with the director on current Center projects; and interact 
with faculty, graduate students, and undergraduate students. The 
appointment is for 9 months beginning August 15, 2008. The fel
lowship carries a stipend of $44,000, $4,000 for research and 
expenses, and benefits. Send a cover letter, c.v., two letters of 
reference, writing sample, and a 3-5 page project proposal. The 
proposal should provide a description, explain the significance 
to relevant fields, include a chapter outline, and state plans and 
goals for the fellowship term. Send to Prof. Joe W. Trotter, CAUSE, 
Department of History, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA 
15213-3890. Deadline for receipt of applications is March 17. (No
tification of decision by April 16.) Women and minorities are urged 
to apply, AAIEEO. 

University of Central Missouri 
The University of Central Missouri Department of History and 

Anthropology invites applications for a Tenure Track position, As
sistant Professor in History, Pos. #998492, beginning in Fall, 2008. 
We seek an historian specializing in late Nineteenth and early 
Twentieth century U.S. history. The successful candidate must be 
committed to undergraduate teaching and scholarship with a record 
of success in the classroom and evidence of scholarly promise. 
The candidate must have the ability to teach the U.S. surveys and 
upper level courses on the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era and 
the Interwar Years. The candidate's research specialty should fall 
within the chronological period 1877-1940. Preference will be given 
to candidates with qualifications in Public History. A PhD is required 
or one in hand by August 1, 2008. Review begins on March 1, 
2008 and continues until the position is filled. UCM requires that all 
faculty applicants complete the on-line faculty profile at jobs.ucmo. 
edu Submit letter of application, current CV, three current letters of 
reference, and evidence of teaching excellence to History Search 
Committee, Department of History and Anthropology, University of 
Central Missouri, Warrensburg, MO 64093. UCM is committed to 
diversity within its community. ANEEO/ADA 

University of Massachusetts Boston 
Assistant Professor in Latino Studies College of Liberal Arts 
Department of American Studies. The Department of Ameri

can Studies at the University of Massachusetts Boston invites ap
plications for a tenure-track Assistant Professor, to begin Septem
ber 2008, with responsibilities jointly shared between programs in 
American Studies and Latino Studies. We are interested in can
didates who can teach undergraduate and graduate courses in 
20th century comparative race, ethnicity, and culture, as well as 
courses in Latino Studies, with a focus on one or more of the fol
lowing populations: Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican, and Domini
can. Bilingual/Bicultural expertise is an asset for this position. Ex
perience in urban public institutions with diverse student bodies is 
desirable. PhD in American Studies, Ethnic Studies, Humanities, or 
equivalent interdisciplinary training should be in hand by May 2008. 
UMass Boston is an urban university with a growing Latino popula
tion, and a strong commitment to excellent teaching and research. 
Candidates should send a description of research and teaching 
interests, curriculum vita, sample publicationslchapters, and three 
letters of recommendation to: Office of Human Resources' Search 
640e, University of Massachusetts Boston, 1 00 Morrissey Blvd., 
Boston, Ma 02125-3393. Review of applications will begin March 
1, 2008, and will continue until the position is filled. For inquiries 
contact: Professor Lois Rudnick, Chair, Search Committee lois.rud
nick@umb.edu or Professor Lorna Rivera loma.Rivers@umb.edu 
The University of Massachusetts Boston is an Affirmative Action. 
Equal Opportunity, Trtle IX employer. http:llwww.umb.edu 

Detroit Historical Society 
Chief Curator. The Detroit Historical Society is a private non

profit organization with an annual operating budget of $2.6 million 
located in Detroit, Michigan. It is responsible for the day-to-day 
operation of the Detroit Historical Museum and the Dossin Great 
Lakes Museum, a maritime museum located on Detroifs Belle 
Isle. In addition, the Society oversees the conservation and care 

of more than 100,000 artifacts belonging to the City of Detroit. Job 
Description. This individual is responsible for the articulation and 
implementation of a strategy for the Society's curatorial and educa
tional initiatives. The Chief Curator will be expected to work closely 
with senior leadership to provide strategic and tactical direction to 
the entire organization, particularly with respect to the educational 
and interpretive initiatives that the organization undertakes. The 
Chief Curator will also be expected to represent the Society in the 
greater Detroit community and the national museum community, 
extending the Society's brand as the region's leading local history 
organization. Job Qualifications. Successful applicants will pos
sess the following attributes: Excellent oral and written communi
cation skills, including the ability to edit; Strong interpersonal skills 
and the ability to positively interact with individuals at all levels 
of the organization; Exceptional problem solving skills, including 
the ability to coordinate, review and evaluate complex issues and 
projects for the organization; At least 7-10 years of progressively 
responsible experience in museum management, including exhibit 
coordination, project management and team leadership; Knowl
edge of museum technology applications, current best practices 
and principles with respect to museum registration methods and 
collections standards, and concepts of planning and producing ex
hibitions; Master's degree in history or museum studies is required, 
Ph.D. preferred. Salary Range. $60,000- $80,000 DOE; To Ap
ply: Submit Cover letter and resume/curriculum vitae to: RobertA. 
Bury, Executive Director and CEO. Detroit Historical Society, 5401 
Woodward, Detroit, Ml 48202, or robertbury@detroithistorical.org. 

Harvard University 
Director of Garden and Landscape Studies, Faculty of Arts 

and Sciences, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, DC. Located in resi
dential Georgetown, Washington, D.C. The Dumbarton Oaks Re
search Library and Collection is an international center for scholar
ship, providing resources for study and publishing scholarly works 
in Byzantine, Pre-Columbian, and Garden and Landscape Stud
ies. Begun as a private collection by Mildred and Robert Woods 
Bliss in 1920, and given to Harvard University in 1940, the library 
and collections include art objects, artifacts, manuscripts, and rare 
books. Duties And Responsibilities: Dumbarton Oaks Research 
Library and Collection The Director of Garden and Landscape 
Studies oversees the program at Dumbarton Oaks, including the 
preliminary review and editing of publications; administers the 
program induding supervision of staff and budget development; 
organizes annual symposia, public lectures, and colloquia, as 
well as smaller scholarly gatherings, seminars, and summer pro
grams; encourages and advises the Fellows and Junior Fellows, 
who are resident for an academic year or term to pursue their own 
research; consults on the development of the library as well as 
archives; and generally promotes the development of the field. Re
quired Education, Experience and Skills: Candidates must have a 
Ph.D. in a relevant discipline; a distinguished record of publica
tions; and strong administrative, editorial, and interpersonal skills. 
They should have a broad acquaintance with various aspects of 
the field outside their own specialty. They must be well acquainted 
with the American academic setting, and have the interest and 
ability to join in the general intellectual life of Dumbarton Oaks. 
Candidates with 15+ Research and Publications experience are 
preferred. The appointment is for five years, with the possibility 
of renewal, and will become available in July 2008. Please ap
ply to http://www.jobs.harvard.edu and reference requisition num
ber: 32522 Application Deadline 02/29/2008 Requisition Number: 
32522. Salary Grade 060. Harvard University is an AAIEOE. 

Read More Online 
The OAH Newsletter has reserved a spot on the 

OAH web site where you can read (and submit) more 

"professional opportunities• announcements, as well 

as fellowships, news of grants, calls for papers, and 

.more. Go online: 

www.oah.org/announce 
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The American Promise 
A History of the United States 
Fourth Edition 

James L. Roark. Emory University 
Michael P. Johnson 
Johns Hopkins University 
Patricia Cline Cohen 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
Sarah Stage, Arizona State University 
Alan Lawson, Boston College 
Susan M. Hartmann 
The Ohio State University 

bedfordstmartins.com/roark 

Easier to teach, read, and study than any other book available, The American Promise is 

successful for students because it engages them in the study of history. Its dynamic narrative 

brings the past to life through the voices of real people, illuminating special features, and an 

extensive art program that sparks student interest and makes the past tangible. 

Connectin the course to the source 

Going to the Source 
The Bedford Reader in 
American History 
Second Edition 

Victoria Bissell Brown 
Grinnell College 
Timothy J. Shannon 
Gettysburg College 

bedfordstmartins.com/ 
brownshannon 

Going to the Source is an innovative U.S. history reader that teaches students how to 

ask the right questions of historical sources. Its rich assortment of well-chosen sources 

-selected to fit into key moments in U.S. history- helps students make connections 

between primary source evidence and the larger historical picture. 

First voices, first visions 

First Peoples 
A Documentary Survey of American 
Indian History 
Third Edition 

Colin G. Calloway, Dartmouth College 

bedfordstmartins.com/calloway 

Proven successful in the classroom, First Peoples is widely regarded as the premier 

textbook available for the American Indian history survey. A brief yet thorough narrative, 

engaging documents, and thought-provoking picture essays make First Peoples an 

invaluable tool for both instructors and students. 

Who Built America? 
Working People and the 
Nation's History 
Third Edition 

American Social History Project 
City University of New York 

bedfordstmartins.com/ 
whobuiltamerica 

Who Built America? chronicles the nation's past from the perspective of working 

men and women. While maintaining its hallmark labor perspective, the authors 

have restructured, streamlined, and updated the text to make the new edition more 

functional as a classroom tool. 

you get more bedfordstmartins.com/history 
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AMERICAN HISTORY 
GLOBAL CONTEXT 

320 pp. lllus. 2008. 
Cloth 978-0-252-03345-2. $65.00 
Paper 978-0-252-07552-0. $25.00 

"This fine book is a source of encouragement as well 
as enlightenment. Some of the foremost historians in 
the country have teamed up with a talented group of 
secondary school educators to consider international 
perspectives on some of the key issues in American 
history. It is one of the most imaginative efforts I have 
seen recently to bridge the gap between academic 
research and high school instruction. Bravo to all 
concerned!" -Sean Wilentz, Princeton University 

Contributors are David Armitage, Stephen Aron, 
Edward l. Ayers, Thomas Bender, Stuart M. Blumin, 

J. D. Bowers, Orville Vernon Burton, 
Lawrence Charap, Jonathan Chu, Kathleen Dalton, 

Betty A. Dessants, Ted Dickson, Kevin Gaines, 
Fred Jordan, Melvyn P. Leffler, Louisa Bond Moffitt, 
Philip D. Morgan, Mark A. Noll, Gary W. Reichard, 
Daniel T. Rodgers, Leila J. Rupp, Brenda Santos, 

Gloria Sesso, Carole Shammas, Suzanne M. Sinke, 
Omar Valerio-Jimenez, Penny M. Von Eschen, 

Patrick Wolfe, and Pingchau Zhu. 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS 
www . press . u i I I i no is . ed u 

One of the Best Tools Available 
to All Teachers of U.S. history 

The OAH Magazine of History is a quarterly thematic 

publication featuring historica l scholarship by 

prominent historians in an accessible way, yielding 
new information and insight on contemporary 
research. The illuminating articles are not only of 
interest to educators, but also appeal to those 

with a passion for our nations' past. Future themes 

include: The Lincoln Legacy, Military History, 
Human Rights, Business History, the Black Power 

Movement, and U.S. Foreign Policy. 

As an OAH member, if you receive the Journal of 

American History as your primary publication, you 
may subscribe to the OAH Magazine of History at 

a significant savings. For more information, visit 

<http://www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/>. 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN HISTORIAN S 

MAGAZI E OF HISTORY 

• 
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Organization of American Historians 
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Bloomington IN USA 47407-5457 
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The OAH Distinguished Lectureship Program connects you with over 

300 outstanding U.S. historians, perfect for public programs, campus 

convocations, lecture series, teacher workshops, History Month 

observances, and conference keynotes. 

<www.oah.org/lectures> contains a complete list of participating 

speakers as well as information on scheduled lectures. Visit today! 

E-mail <lectures@oah.org> or call812-855-7311 for more information . 
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Ne1N York History in T1Nenty-Five Minutes 
Sarah M. Henry 

L
ocated on the border of Manhattan's Upper East Side 
and El Barrio (East Harlem), near the top end of the 
New York's fabled "Museum Mile," the Museum of 

the Gty of New York was founded in 1923 as the first mu
seum in the United States dedicated to the study of a single 
city. Inspired by the growing historical preservation move
ment, its founders sought to save the past even as New 
York's cityscapes were being transformed by the massive 
corporate rebuilding that razed Gilded Age landmarks and 
mansions and replaced them with the palaces of commerce 
and business that now typify Manhattan's midtown. They 
also sought to provide civic education to the children of 
immigrants who had rome to New York before the Great 
War and who now made New York one of the most diverse 
places on earth. 

Today, the museum is dedicated to connect the past 
present, and future of the five boroughs of New York Gty 
through exhibitions, publications, public and school pro
grams, and rollections. Recent exhibitions have included 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 

Robert Moses and the Modem City: Remaking 
the Metropolis, Black Style Now, Facing Fas
cism: New York and the Spanish Gvil War, and 
The Glory Days: New York Baseball 1947-1957. 
Uproming exhibitions are Catholics in New 
York, 1947-1957 (opening May 2008), Campaign
ing for President New York and the American Election, 
(June 2008) and Paris/New York: Design, Fashion, Culture 
1935-1940 (September 2008). 

In addition to these temporary exhibitions, it has long 
been a goal of the museum to tell the history of New York 
in a synoptic exhibition. After decades of unrealized plans, 
that goal will be met as part of a three-phase renovation 
and expansion project now underway and scheduled for 
rompletion in 2011. But how to fulfill the museum's mis
sion in the interim? In 2005, this need was addressed 
through the creation of an innovative multimedia presen
tation cailed Timescapes-an overview of four hundred 
years of the city's history. 

Rather than present a radically compressed 
version of the encyclopedic fourteen and a 
half hour New York: A Documentan; Film by Ric 
Burns, the Museum took a different approach in 
this twenty-five minute overview. Working with 
James Sanders, cowriter of the Ric Burns series, 

and Jake Barton of Local Project, the museum created a 
film that takes the physical growth of the city as its central 
story. It uses a series of specially commissioned animated 
maps as the literal centerpiece of the presentation, flanked 
by images of the people and structures that populated the 
changing landscape. The New Yorker called it "an absorbing 
biography of the city, neatly organized into chapters that 
outline the city's explosion out into its five boroughs, up into 
the skyscrapers, and down into the subway system." 

Visit the Museum of the Gty of New York, 1220 5th 
Ave. at 104th St., <http:/ /www.mcny.org>, Tuesday through 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m. Timescapes begins at 15 and 
45 minutes past the hour from 10:15 a.m. to 4:15p.m. 0 
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Long Island 

Natalie A. Naylor 

L ong Island stretches 118 miles east of Manhattan is
land with its North and South "Forks" terminating 
at Orient and Montauk Points, respectively. Brook

lyn and Queens are part of geographical Long Island, but 
joined New York City in 1898. Conventional usage today is 
to refer to only the counties of Nassau and Suffolk as Long 
Island. The three eastern towns of Queens created Nassau 
County in 1899 after New York City annexed the western 
towns. Today, the population of Nassau is 1.4 million and 
Suffolk, which has more than three times as much area, 
1.5 million. 

The Native American Indians on the island were Algon
quian-speaking groups. In the seventeenth century, disease 
carried by Europeans, land "sales," and migration drasti
cally reduced their numbers, but two state-recognized res
ervations are in eastern Suffolk County: Shinnecock, which 
has a museum, and Poosepatuck. Garvies Point Museum 
also interprets the history of the original inhabitants. New 
Englanders first carne across Long Island Sound in 1640 
to settle Southold and Southampton on the eastern forks. 
Within a few years, other English settled Hempstead with 
the permission of the Dutch, who claimed western Long 
Island until1664 when England took control. 

William Floyd of Mastic was one of New York's four 
signers of the Declaration of Independence (his horne is 
now a National Park Site). After the Battle of Long Island 
in Brooklyn in August 1776, British and Hessian soldiers 
occupied the island for the duration of the Revolutionary 
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War. Many patriots left the island and became refugees in 
Connecticut. Several Long Islanders were members of the 
Culper Spy Ring, which brought intelligence frorn,occu
pied New York City via Long Island to General Washing
ton on the mainland. Throughout the war, raiders carne 
across the sound to attack British forts and encampments 
and sometimes plundered residents. At the end of the war, 
many Long Island loyalists left the U.S. for Canada and 
other British possessions. 

For many years, Long Island was predominantly ru
ral. Farming and fishing-oysters, clams, scallops, and fin 
fish- provided a livelihood. When water was the most effi
cient means of transportation, coastal trade was important 
and cord wood was a cash crop for many years. After the 
rnid-1830s, as transportation improved with the railroad, 
farmers supplied food for New York Gty and Brooklyn. 
They raised fruits, potatoes, cauliflower, and other vege
tables as well as cattle, sheep, and pigs. Blue Point oysters 
became world famous in the late nineteenth century and 
Long Island ducks in the twentieth century. The iconic Big 
Duck in Flanders, built in the early 1930s to sell ducks, is 
now a museum. Old Bethpage Village Restoration and the 
Long Island Maritime Museum interpret nineteenth-cen
tury Long Island life. 

Whaling was an important activity for Sag Harbor 
and several smaller ports including Cold Spring Harbor, 
peaking in the 1840s. Whaling museums in these commu
nities preserve this history. Shipbuilding and other marl-

time trades were important in North Shore ports in the 
nineteenth century. Ferries and steamboats connected the 
island to the mainland and New York Gty. 

The Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) was initially built 
to be a short cut to Boston (1834-1844). To serve Long Is
land, it developed and extended branch lines and absorbed 
competing railroads. The LIRR promoted farming, settle
ment, and tourism. In 1910, a tunnel under the East River 
enabled direct rail access to Manhattan, which shortened 
commuting time to New York Gty. The result was a subur
ban boom in Nassau County (the county's population more 
than tripled from 1910 to 1930). Although the LIRR is still 
the busiest commuting rail line in the country, most Long 
Island residents today work in Nassau or Suffolk Counties 
rather than in New York City. 

America's foremost genre painter, William Sidney 
Mount (1807-1868), was born in Setauket and studied in 
New York City. He did most of his painting in Stony Brook 
and depicted life in rural Long Island. The Long Island 
Museum of American Art, History & Carriages in Stony 
Brook owns most of his paintings and always has some on 
exhibit. One of its current exhibitions-on display until 
July 13-is of David Burliuk, Nicolai Cikovsky, and other 
Russian emigre artists who had a summer art colony in the 
Hampton Bays area. 

See NAYLOR I A9 ~ 

THE ANNUAL U.S. HISTORY PANEL AP CE READING 

Evaluate AP U.S. History Exams at 
the Annual AP Reading 

' 'The American Promise 
is well written, well 
researched, and very 
attractive in its art 

The College Board invites all 
interested faculty to attend 
the following AP U.S. History 
panels at the 2007 Annual 
Conference of the OAH. 

AP U.S HISTORY BREAKFAST PANEL 

Putting the United States 
into World History 
sPEAKER: Tom Bender, NYU 
DATE: Saturday, March 29, 7:30 AM 

Each year in June, college faculty and high 
school teachers from all over the world gather 
to evaluate arid score the free-response section 
of the AP Exams. These hard-working profes
sionals, known asAP Readers, are vital to the 
AP Program because they ensure that students 
receive AP grades that accurately reflect 
college-level achievement in each discipline. 
AP Readers receive a stipend arid are provided 
with housing arid meals, arid reimbursed for 
travel expenses. At the AP Reading you will 
also exchange ideas, share research experi
ences, discuss teaching strategies, establish 
friendships, arid create a countrywide network 
of faculty in your discipline that carJ serve as 
a resource throughout the year. 

bedfordstmartins.com/roark/catalog 

you get more 

and maps. This is a 
book that transcends 
the term "textbook" 
and could be sold as a 
history book on its own 
merits.'' 

- Allen Lee Hamilton, 

St. Phillips College 

bedfordstmartins.com/history 
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AP U.S HISTORY PANEL 

America on the World Stage 
Panel Series, A Preview 
DATE: Sunday, March 30, 8:00 AM 

A P U.S HISTORY ROU ND TABLE 

AP U.S. History Round 
Table: 2007 examination 
DATE: Sunday, March 29, 10:00 AM 

uollegeBoard 
Advanced Placement 
Program 
ETS i.s an authorized provider of ff'C\\ 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs). \..~/ 

The application to become arJ AP Reader carJ 
be found at www.ets.org/reader/ap or you 
may contact Performance Assessment Scoring 
Services at ETS by phone at 1-888-927-7323 
or via e-mail at apreader@ets.org with arJy 
questions. Applications are accepted through
out the year but you are encouraged to apply 
now to be considered for appointment to the 
AP Reading to be held June 5- 11 , 2008 at 
the Kentucky International Convention Center 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 
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A Bronx Tale: 
Develop111ent Without Gentrification 
Mark Naison 

displaced low income resi
dents, a record which univer
sities in other parts of the city, 
and other parts of the nation, 
would do well to imitate. 

During the last twen
ty years, the Bronx, 
New York's most 

multicultural borough-85 
percent Black and La
tino according to the 2000 
Census-has undergone 
a remarkable process of 
economic and cultural re
vitalization. While much 
of the nation still thinks 
"the Bronx is Burning" 
(the title of a popular book 
and ESPN miniseries about 
the Yankees}, the vacant, 
rubble-filled lots that once 
attracted presidents and 
visitors from all over the 
world are now filled with 
shopping centers, town 
houses, apartment build
ings and one- and two
family homes. If you go 
to the comer of Charlotte 

The Hub 011 Third Avenue, the Bronx. (Futurebird's photo is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution ShareAiike License} 

The Bronx has a rich cul
turallife which is accessible to 
residents and visitors. Hostos 
College, at the intersection of 
the Grand Concourse and 
149th Street, has an excel
lent art gallery and wonder
ful musical programs that 
highlight the Bronx's Latin 
heritage (<http://www.hos
tos.cuny.edu>}. The Bronx 
Museum of the Arts, at I 65th 
Street and the Grand Con
course, has wonderful collec
tions featuring Bronx history 
and third world cultures, 
and excellent film series and 
musical programs (<http:// 

Street and Boston Road 
(three blocks from I 74th Street stop of the #5 train}, where 
Jimmy Carter came to view the devastation in 1977, y~u 
will not see a single abandoned building or piece of land m 
any direction. Moreover, Crotona Park. three blocks to the 
north of Charlotte Street, which in the 1970s had no work
ing street lights and was rarely used by local residents, has 
been transformed into an urban oasis with a pool, twenty 
professional level tennis courts, excellent baseball and ~
cer fields, a nature center, and summer concerts featunng 
the Bronx's greatest doo wop singers and old school hip 
hop DJ's. 

But what makes this transformation remarkable is 
that is has occurred, at least thus far, without significant 
displacement of the Bronx's immigrant and working class 
residents. Whereas Harlem and East Harlem, the Lower 
East Side, Williamsburgh, and Park Slope have seen neigh
borhoods once plagued by abandonment and decay attract 
wealthy professionals and massive private investment, 
new housing in the Bronx, most of it built by nonprofit or
ganizations, has almost entirely b~ pur?tased or rented 
by neighborhood residents or new rmnugrants from ~
rica, the Dominican Republic, and the Anglophone Carrib
bean. If you walk through the South Bronx neighborh~ 
that have been most dramatically transformed-Mornsa
nia, Melrose, Hunts Point, and Morris Heights-you will 
see bodegas, hair braiding salons, travel agencies, Afri~ 
groceries, Caribbean bakeries, and numerous evangelical 
churches, but no sushi bars, Starbucks, or outdoor cafes. 
While there has been some movement of artists and pro
fessionals into neighborhoods south of Yankee Stadium, 
the biggest new migration into the Bronx has come from 
immigrant and working class families displaced from Har
lem, Washington Heights, the Lower East Side, and parts 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 

of Brooklyn. Rents in the South and West Bronx are ~e 
lowest in the city, but still present a challenge for workmg 
class families because wages in the city's service economy 
are so low. Many Bronx apartments and private dwellings 
contain multiple families and the major Bronx shopping 
districts-the Hub (at the intersection of 149th Street and 
3rd Avenue}, Tremont Avenue, and Fordham Road-are 
packed with people during daylight hours seven days a 
week. The days of abandoned storefronts in the Bronx are 
long gone. 

The story of the Bronx's revival begins with churches 
and community organizations. These groups, during the 
worst years of the arson and ab~donment ~~le, crea_ted 
nonprofit development corporations to rehabilitate build
ings that could be salvaged, and build new ~~ on aban
doned lots. Organizations that made affordab1lity the ma
jor criterion for new housing they constructed, like South 
Bronx Churches, the Mid Bronx Desperadoes, Nos Queda
mos, Banana Kelly Improvement Association, the North
west Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition, and Wom
en's Housing and Economic Development Corporation, are 
the real heroes of the Bronx's revival. But the Bronx has also 
benefited from improved political leadership, especially in 
the Borough president's office, whose last two occupants, 
Fernando Ferrer and Adolfo Carrion, have worked closely 
with community organizations to attract new housing and 
businesses without changing the demographic profile of 
Bronx neighborhoods. Area universities have also played 
a role in the Bronx's revival, both by sponsoring cultural 
programs open to community residents, and ?Y ~ve~t
ing in affordable housing. There is not one uruvers1ty m 
the Bronx which pursued development plans that have 

www.bronxmuseum.org>}. 
The Bronx County Histori

cal Society, on 209th Street and Bainbridge Avenue, has an 
excellent archive and a museum that features permanent 
and special exhibits (<http://www bronxhistoricalsociety. 
org>}. The Lehman Center for the Performing Arts, at the 
intersection of Bedford Park Road and Jerome Avenue, 
has world class entertainment at affordable prices (<http:// 
www.lehmancenter.org>}. And the Paradise Theater, one 
of the largest art deco theaters in the world, at I 88th Street 
and Grand Concourse, has recently been reopened for con
certs and sporting events featuring artists ranging from 
Patti Labelle to Grandmaster Flash (<http://www.thepara
disetheater.com>}. 

The major visitor attractions in the Bronx are also 
worth visiting-Yankee Stadium, the Bronx Zoo, the 
Bronx Botanical Gardens. So are the Bronx's two great 
restaurant districts, Arthur Avenue, which features excel
lent Italian food, and City Island, which has many good 
seafood restaurants. 

But if you want to wander off the beaten path and see 
one of America's most inspiring urban success stories, take 
the #5 train to the Bronx, get off at the 174th Street stop, 
and stroll south on Boston Road to Charlotte Street. After 
you've walked around and seen where entn:ely new neigh
borhoods have been created in a place which was once a 
worldwide symbol of urban decay, then walk down Boston 
Road to I 69th street to McKinley Square, once the cultural 
and commercial center of the Bronx's African American 
Community, and treat yourself to some West Indian beef, 
chicken, or vegetable patties (you have a choice of two 
places}. What you see and experience ~ show you ~at 
neighborhood development need not di~place w~rking 
class people. It can empower them, and build on the1r cul
tures and aspirations. 0 
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Jazz in 
New York City 

New York City is the jazz capital of the world. You 
can hear groups in clubs, concert halls, restau
rants, and taverns every night in all five Boroughs. 

Here are some suggestions for jazz fans during the OAH 
Convention. 

You can find all the latest information on club and 
concert listings for jazz in New York City at <http://www. 
gothamjazz.com>. Go to <http://www.harlemonestop. 
com> and click on Music for great suggestions of music in 
Harlem. 

• Jazz at Lincoln Center-60th Street and Broadway. 
Go to the fifth floor for the Rose Theatre, the Nesuhi Erte
gun Jazz Hall of Fame, the Allen Room, and Dizzy's Club 
Coca Cola. See their website at <http://www.jalc.orgl>. 

• Birdland-314 West 44th Street, Midtown, <http:// 
www.birdlandjazz.com>. 

• Iridium-1650 Broadway, Midtown, <http://www. 
iridiumjazzclub.com>. 

The sign outside Jazz 
at Lincoln Center, New 
York City, NY. 

·The Blue Note-131 West 3rd Street, Greenwich Vil
lage, <http:/ /www.bluenotejazz.com>. (Image courtesy of the Wikimedia Commons, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lmage:Jazz_at_Lincoln_Center_sign.JPG>.) 

• Village Vanguard- 178 Seventh Avenue South, 
Greenwich Village, <http://www.villagevanguard.com>. 

• Jazz Gallery-290 Hudson Street, Lower Manhattan, 
<http:/ /www.jazzgallery.org>. 

·The Stone-Avenue C and 2nd Street, Lower East 
Side, <http://www. thestonenyc.com>. 

• The Lenox Lounge-288 Lenox Avenue, <http:// 
www.lenoxlounge.com>, is one place that always presents 
top jazz artists, but there is lots of great music in Harlem at 
all times. 

• Cleopatra's Needle-2485 Broadway, Upper West 
Side, <http:/ /www.cleopatrasneedleny.com>. 
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JSTOR Collaborates with the 

History Cooperative 

II 
"' 

The Journal of American History was one of the first journals to participate in 

JSTOR.Today, JSTOR includes over 70 history journals and looks forward to 

further deepening our commitment to the preservation and dissemination of 

historical scholarship by joining with publishers and scholarly societies to 

support the History Cooperative. Beginning in 2008,JSTOR will increase our 

coverage of titles in the History Cooperative and introduce additional links 

berween the resources. 

Supported by libraries, scholarly societies, publishers and foundations, JSTOR 

is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to helping the scholarly community 

discover, u s e and build upon a wide range of intellectual content in a trusted 

digital archive. Our efforts provide for the long-term preservation and access 

of scholarly literature from around the world. 

Information regarding JSTOR available at www.jstor . org 

149 F i fth Avenue, New York, NY 10010 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 



Museu111s of NelN York City: A Sampler 

Irma Watkins-Owens 

As one of the world's greatest cultural centers, New 
York City offers a wealth of museums, libraries, 
and historic sites. Many visitors will be familiar 

with the city's most famous museums: The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Museum of Modem Art (MOMA), 
and the Whitney and Guggenheim Museums, which are 
listed below. Fifth Avenue from 82nd Street to 105th Street 
has been officially designated "Museum Mile," because of 
the nine museums found there. However, those willing to 
explore some of the city's less known cultural institutions 
in and beyond Manhattan will find unique and rewarding 
experiences of New York's and the nation's past. Enter a 
nineteenth-century tenement on the Lower East Side, visit 
the historic Hunterfly Road Houses in Weeks ville, imagine 
New Yorkers' first subway ride as you board a decommis
sioned 1904 subway car at Brooklyn's Transit Museum. Or 
board the No. 7 train to Queens and visit the Louis Arm
strong House. If time or inclination does not permit any of 
these adventures simply walk a few blocks from the con
ference hotel to the spectacular reading room of one of the 
city's oldest circulating libraries at the Society of Mechan
ics and Tradesmen, see vintage television at the nearby Pa
ley Center (formerly the Museum of Television and Radio), 
or see a provocative installation of traditional folk art at 
the American Folk Art Museum just steps away from the 
hotel. New York's many museums offer an unparalleled in
troduction to the city's vibrant ethnic past and present for 
the cost of a Metrocard and museum admission, usually 
under $10.00 for adults. What follows is a small sample 
listing of the city's enormous cultural offerings, organized 
by location. 

Uptown 
El Museo Del Barrio. New York City's leading Latino 

cultural institution dedicated to Puerto Rican, Caribbean, 
and Latin American Art. Current exhibition: Arte "' Vida: 
Actions by Artists of the America's 1960-2000, January 
30-June 1. Hours: Wed. through Sun., 11:00 to 5:00. 1230 
5th Ave: at 104th St. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. One of the largest and 
finest art museums in the world, the Metropolitan Muse
urn of Art has over two million objects in its collections that 
span five thousand years of world culture, from prehistory 
to the present. Hours: Tues. through Sun., 9:30 to 5:30. 1000 
5th Ave. at 82d St. 

Museum of the City of New York. Vast collections 
of New York history in paintings, photographs, costumes, 
rare books, and sculpture. Long-term exhibitions include a 
history of the ports of New York and a history of Broadway. 
Hours: Tues. through Sun., 10:00 to 5:00. 1220 5th Ave. 

*New-York Historical Society. Founded in 1804 the 
Society's holdings cover four centuries of American his
tory, and include one of the world's greatest collections 
of historical artifacts, American art, and other materials. 
Hours: Tues. through Sat., 10:00 to 6:00; Sun., 11:00 to 5:45; 
open Fri. until8:00. 170 Central Park West at 79th St. 

*Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. 
The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture is a 
national research library which houses over five million 
items, including print materials, manuscripts, films, audio 
recordings, works of art, and other materials pertaining to 

people of African descent worldwide. Check the website 
for current exhibitions. Hours: Mon. through Wed., 12:00 
to 7:45; Thurs. through Sat., 10:00 to 5:45. 515 Malcolm X 
Blvd. at 135th St. 

Solomon Guggenheim Museum. Housed in the 
world-renowned building designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, the Guggenheim is horne to a vast collection of 
modem and contemporary painting and sculpture. Hours: 
Sat. through Wed., 10:00 to 5:45; Fri., 10:00 to 7:45. 1071 5th 
Ave. at 89th St. 

Studio Museum in Harlem. A contemporary museum 
that focuses on the work of artists of African descent from 
all over the world as well as works that have been inspired 
and influenced by African American Culture. Hours: Wed. 
through Fri., 12:00 to 6:00; Sat., 10:00 to 6:00; Sun., 12:00 to 
6:00. 144 W. 125th St. 

Whitney Museum of American Art. A leading advo
cate of twentieth- and twenty-first-century American Art. 
Hours: Wed. through Thurs., 11:00 to 6:00; Fri., 1:00 to 9:00 
(6:00-9:00 p.m., pay-what-you-wish admission); Sat. and 
Sun., 11:00 to 6:00. 945 Madison Ave. at 75th St. 

Midtown 
*American Folk Art Museum. A leading cultural in

stitution dedicated to the collection, exhibition, preserva
tion, and study of traditional folk art- furniture, painting, 
textiles, sculpture, and pottery. Noteworthy is the major 
group of Amish, African American, and New England 
quilts and bedcovers and other needlework. Hours: Tues. 
through Sun., 10:30 to 5:30; Fri., 10:30 to 7:30; Each Friday, 
from 5:30 to 7:30, visitors can explore the galleries free of 
charge, have a drink in the cafe, and enjoy live music in 
the stunning atrium. 45 W. 53rd St. (One block from the 
conference hotel). 

Museum of Modem Art (MOMA). The world's most 
renowned collection of modem and contemporary art. 
Upcoming exhibit: Design and the Elastic Mind, Feb. 24 
through May 12. Hours: Sat. through Mon., 10:30 to 5:30; 
Wed. through Thurs., 10:30 to 5:30; Fri., 10:30 to 8:00. 11 W. 
53 St., between 5th Ave. and 6th Ave. (A short walk from 
the conference hotel). 

Paley Center for Media (formerly the Museum of 
Television and Radio). Examines the intersection between 
media and society. An international collection of over 
100,000 programs covers more than eighty years of radio 
and television history. Visitors can see and listen to rare 
television and radio programs, including commercials. 
Hours: Tues. through Sun., 12:00 to 6:00. 25 W. 52d St. 

Downtown 
African Burial Ground Monument. Hours: Mon. 

through Fri., 9:00a.m. to 5:00 p .m. 290 Broadway. 
*Center for Jewish History. The holdings of the part

ners of the Center for Jewish History represent a collection 
of 100 million archival documents, manuscripts, and pho
tographs; 500,000 library volumes; and tens of thousands 
of artifacts and works of art. The center also sponsors con
ferences, lectures, and exhibitions. The current exhibitions 
include, Bigger than Life: The Boundless Genius of Yiddish 
Theater, on view through April27, 2008. Hours: Sun., 11:00 
to 5:00; Mon. through Thurs., 9:30 to 5:00; Fri., 9:00 to 3:00. 

* Please refer to the Annual Meeting Program for more information about the sessions or tours held at these sHes. <http:/twww.oah.org/2008> 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 

15 W. 16th St., between 5th Ave. and 6th Ave. 
*Eldridge Street Synagogue. The Eldridge Street 

-,.Synagogue is the first great house of worship built on the 
Lower East Side by Eastern European Jews. Established in 
1986, the not-for-profit Eldridge Street Project has restored 
the landmark building to its original architectural magnifi
cence. Hours: Open for tours Sun. through Thurs., 10:00 to 
4:00. 12 Eldridge St. 

*Ellis Island Immigration Museum/Statue of Liber
ty National Monument. Hours: 9:30a.m. to 5:15p.m. daily. 
There is no entrance fee to enter the Statue of Liberty or 
Ellis Island. Ferry leaves from Battery Park at South Ferry. 

Museum of Modern Art (MOMA). (Photo courtesy of hibino <http:l/flickr. 
com/photos/hibino/>. Licensed through Creative Commons Attribution 
and Share Alike CC-BY-SA.) 

Fees: ages 13 and older, $12; senior citizens (62 and over), 
$10; children 4 to 12, $5. For ferry schedule, visit <http:// 
http:/ /www.statuecruises.com/>. 

*Lower East Side Tenement Museum. Tours of the 
historic tenement building must be reserved in advance. 
Hours: Tues. through Fri., every 40 minutes beginning at 
1:00, last tour at 4:45; Sat. and Sun., every 30 minutes be
ginning at 11:00, last tour at 4:30; Mon., no public tours. 
Tour times and prices vary by program. 91 Orchard St. 

Museum of Chinese in America. The museum con
ducts a highly recommended guided tour of Chinatown. 
Call in advance for reservations, 212-619-4785. In 2008, 

See MUSEUMS I A 11 .... 
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ABC~CLIO 
HISTORY OEFINED 

DEFINING AMERICAN HISTORY WITH 
NEW RESOURCES FROM ABC-CLIO 
Drop by booth #1815 to find out about the newest resources in 

American history from ABC-CLIO. 

• Social History in the United States Congratulations to the 
winners of the 2007 Book list 
Editor's Choice Award: • Treaties with American Indians 

• The Encyclopedia of North American 

Colonial Conflicts to 1775 
Stephen H. Norwood and 
Eunice G. Pollack, Editors for 
Encyclopedia of American 
Jewish History • Wars of the Americas 

Gregory Fremont-Barnes and 
Richard A. Ryerson, Volume 
Editors for The Encyclopedia 
of the American Revolutionary · 
War: A Political, Social, and 
Military History 

Join us at the Western Regional Reception 
on Thursday, March 28, at 7:00 p.m. held 
at the Hilton New York Hotel. 

Junius P. Rodriguez, Editor for 
Slavery in the United States: A 
Social, Political, and Historical 
Encyclopedia 

Stop by booth #1815 to discuss how you can 
become an ABC-CLIO award-winning author! 

-~ . 

2008 EDITION AVAILABLE IN MARCH! 

THE BEST 

AfvlERICAhJ 

HISTORY 

E S S A Y S 

2 0 0 8 

, .. ~ ...... ~~--
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OAH and Palgrave Macmillan Publishers are 

proud to announce the third annual Best American 
History Essays volume, which showcases the best 

American history articles published between the 

summers of 2006 and 2007. This third volume 

provides a quick and comprehensive overview 

of the top work and the current intellectual trends 

in the field of American history. With contribu

tions from a diverse group of historians, this 

collection appeals both to scholars and to 

lovers of history alike. 

Edited by David Roediger, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the 

Best American History Essays 2008 includes ten of the best essays in American 
history published in the last year. Written by such prominent historians as, 

Anna Pegler-Gordan, Monica Richmond Gisolfi, Gloria L. Main, David M. 

Wrobel, Michael McDonnell, Beth English, JeffreyS. Adler, Carma Gorman, 

Jason Phillips, and Paul C. Rosier, this volume covers important themes to 

help understand the rich history of the U.S. 

Contact Palgrave Macmillan by visiting <www.palgrave-usa.com> 

or calling 888.330.8477. 
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• 
Call for Papers 

2009 OAH Annual Meeting 

Seattle Sheraton Hotel and Washington State Convention Center 
Thursday, March 26-Sunday, March 29, 2009 

W th the theme of"History Without Boundaries; the 2009 Organization of American 
Historians program committee seeks an eclectic program that will highlight the 
creative use of history in research, education, the media, and public presentations. 

We seek proposals reflecting the broad chronological and subject diversity of American 
history, including race, gender, disabilities, social, cultural, political, economic, diplomatic, and 
military studies, by those teaching at universities, community colleges, and secondary schools, 
public historians, and independent scholars. Meeting on the West coast, the program should 
feature sessions on the history of the West and the borderlands, rural life, Native Americans, 

African Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Asian Americans, and issues of immigration and 
environmental policy. We encourage international participation, and sessions that emphasize oral 
history, museums, archives, and broadcast and electronic media. 

The program committee invites the submission of panels and presentations that deal with these 
and other issues and themes in American history. We welcome teaching sessions, particularly 
those involving the audience as active participants or those that reflect collaborative partnerships 
among teachers, historians, and other history educators at all levels. We encourage presenters to 
post their papers on the OAH website before the meeting, in order to deepen the discussion in 

Seattle. We prefer to receive proposals for complete sessions, but will consider individual paper 
proposals as well. 

The program should reflect the full diversity of the OAH membership in the U.S. and abroad. 
Wherever possible, proposals should include presenters of both sexes and members of ethnic 
and racial minorities. Panels also should represent a range of historians, public and academic, 
and other history professionals, wherever they are employed and at varying levels of seniority in 

the profession. 

Registration and Membership Requirements 
All participants must register for the meeting. Participants who specialize in American history 
and support themselves as American historians are also required to be members of the OAH. 
Participants representing other disciplines do not have to be members. 

Repeat Participation 
OAH policy prohibits individuals from participating in two consecutive annual meetings in the 
same role and limits individuals to appearing only once on the program in a given year. If you 

have questions about this policy, contact the OAH meetings department. 

Submission Procedure 
Proposals should be submitted electronically beginning October 1, 2007. Please download 

proposal system instructions before beginning your submission. Complete session proposals 
must include a chair, participants, and, if applicable, one or two commentators. All proposals 
must include the following information: complete mailing address, e-mail, phone number, and 
affiliation for each participant; an abstract of no more than 500 words for the session as a whole; a 
prospectus of no more than 250 words for each presentation; and a vita of no more than 500 words 
for each participant. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2008. 

2009 Program Committee 
Donald A. Ritchie, Senate Historical Office, Cochair 

Leslie Brown, Washington University, Cochair 
Adrian Burgos, University ofDlinois 
Alexander X. Byrd, Rice University 

·Kirstin Fischer, University of Minnesota 

Donald Fixico, Arizona State University 

Juli Jones, San Diego Mesa College 
Susan McGrath, Georgia Perimeter College 

Katherine Ott, Smithsonian National 
Museum of American History 

Nan Elizabeth Woodruff, Pennsylvania 
State University 

~, oah.org/2009 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 



Dining 
in Ne~York 

The dining experience in the Big Apple is one of in
finite possibilities. Here one finds exquisite cuisine 
from almost any comer of the globe, and there is 

something to suit every palate-and every wallet. Some 
visitors may be overwhelmed by the vast array of options, 
and even seasoned New Yorkers can find the city's gastro
nomical wonders daunting at times. To help narrow these 
choices, Local Resource Committee members have provid
ed a selection of their favorite eateries. We have organized 
our list by location, and we've also included our recom
mendations for desserts, fresh and organic foods, and of 
course, entertainment. 

For a more exhaustive guide to the city's restaurants 
and entertainment, we recommend the following websites: 
New York Magazine Restaurant Review (<http://nyrnag. 
corn>), which also lists the nearby subway stops; City
search (<http://newyork.citysearch.corn>); and if you are 
willing to pay $4.95 for a thirty-day subscription, Zagat's 
dining and nightlife surveys are trusted options (<http:// 
www.zagat.corn>). 

Midtown Manhattan 
The cihj's center located roughly between 14th Street and 59th 
Street from the Hudson River to the East River. Includes the 
CUNY Graduate Center, Empire State Buz1ding, Times Square, 
Museum of Modern Art, Rockefeller Center, Broadway, and the 
Theater District. One can purchase same day tickets to Broad
way and Off-Broadway shows at 25 percent, 35 percent, and 50 
percent discounts at TKTS on 47th Street at Broadway. 

Uncle Nick's. Greek. Grilled fish is the specialty of the 
house. 749 9th Ave. 

My Most Favorite Dessert Company. French/Kosher. 
Oosed Friday night. Saturday night opens two hours after 
sundown: check for exact time in advance: 212-997-5046. 
120 W. 45th St. 

Queen of Sheba. Ethiopian. 650 lOth Ave., between 
45th St. and 46th St. 

Bali Nusa Indah. Indonesian. The two specials (meat 
and ~egetarian) are a great value: appetizer, platter, des
sert, and coffee for about $20. 651 9th Ave., between 45th 
St. and 46th St. 

Tagine Dining Gallery. Moroccan dining on low 
cushy seating. Belly dancing begins most evenings at 9:30. 
Check their website at <http://www.taginedining.corn>. 
537 9th Ave., between 39th St. and 40th St. 

Han Bat. Good inexpensive Korean food in an unpre
tentious setting, open 24/7. Try their gobdol bibirnbop
the rice cooks to a crisp in the stone pot, and they'll make 
it vegetarian, if you want. 53 W. 35th St., between 5th Ave. 
and 6th Ave. 

Hangawi. Elegant and expensive vegetarian Korean 
food served in a zen-like setting. 12 E. 32nd St., between 
5th Ave. and Madison Ave. · 

Bon Chon Chicken. Hip, under thirty Korean crowd 
and the best fried chicken ever! A dining adventure! No 
reservations and be prepared to wait. 314 5th Ave. at 32nd 
St., 2nd floor. 

Cabana Carioca. Massive portions of feijoada, Brazil's 
national dish. 123 W. 45th St., between 6th Ave. and Broad
way. 212-581-8088. 

Via Brasil. Moderate prices, daily specials. 34 W. 46th 
St., between 5th Ave. and 6th Ave. 

Churrascaria Plataforma. Brazilian rodizio (assorted 
grilled meats) with an enhanced salad bar that has choices 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 

The original Nathan's Hot Dogs at Coney Island, NY (J. Reed photo licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAiike 
License. <http://en.wikipedia.orgtwikillmage:Originai_Nathans.JPG>) 

to please even vegetarians. Moderately expensive. 316 
49th St., near 8th Ave. 
Columbus Circle 
59th Street and Broadway at Central Park. Includes the Time 
Warner Center, Lincoln Center, Metropolitan Opera, Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, Fordham UniversihJ, John Jay College, and Juil
liard. 

Sapphire. The lunch buffet is a delicious sampling of 
Indian cuisine, very affordable. Dinner is only a bit pricier, 
and Jazz at Lincoln Center is just steps away. 1845 Broad
way at 60th St. 

Whole Food Market. Located in the Time Warner 
building lower level. Shop for organic fresh vegetables 
and fruits. Purchase an entire prepared meal to heat and 
eat later, have a srnoothie, or make your own salad and eat 
at the store's lunch style tables. Noisy, but fun. 10 Colum
bus Circle. 

The Greek Kitchen. Delicious food, friendly service, 
and it is affordable. 889 lOth Ave. at W. 58th St. 

Dizzy's Club Coca Cola. Great jazz and good food 
and drink, with a magnificent view of New York City. $30 
cover. Located at Jazz at Lincoln Center in the Time Warner 
Center at Broadway and 60th St. 

In and around Union Square 
(Broadway at East 17th Street) 
The Strand Bookstore at E. 12th Street and Broadway, New York 
Universihj, the New School for Social Research, Cooper Union. 
Visit the original Barnes and Noble at 18th Street and 5th Ave
nue, Chelsea Piers, and the massive sports complex between 17th 
Street and 23rd Street on the Hudson River waterfront, which 
offers everything from bowling to hip hop dance classes. 

Union Square Greenmarket. There are now dozens of 
local outdoor markets in New York City thanks to New York 
City's Council on the Environment. The mother of them all 
is the Union Square Greenmarket which opened in 1976. 
The market is open all day Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays, rain or shine. The busiest day is Saturday. 

City Bakery. Not your typical salad bar; it is expensive 
and the place is usually crowded and noisy but a quintes
sential New York experience. The food is fresh, interesting 
and addictive! 3 W. 18th St. at 5th Ave. 

Blue Water Grill. Fish. Seats over three hundred and 
has jazz downstairs. 31 Union Square West. 

Ennio and Michael. Italian. Warm atmosphere. Try 
the chicken parmigiana. 539 LaGuardia Place, just off 
Washington Square. 

Cornelia Street Cafe. American. Jazz and poetry in 
the basement. 29 Cornelia St. 

Lower East Side 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, Eldridge Street Synagogue, 
New Museum of Contemporary Art. There are still a few places 
to experience the pre-gentrification Lower East Side. 

Katz's Deli. Opened at this location in 1888; they serve 
the best artery-clogging pastrami, corned-beef, and specials 
in the city. <http://www.katzdeli.com/> 205 E. Houston St. 

Russ and Daughters. Owned by the same family for 
four generations, Russ and Daughters is a New York City 
jewel. This is an appetizing store serving bagels, the best 
smoked fish and cream cheese, and a host of other deli
cious products. There's no place to sit in the store, but if 
it's a nice day, you can sit outside on the bench down the 
block (in front of American Apparel.) <http://www.rus
sanddaughters.corn> 179 E. Houston St. 

Essex Street Market. Opened in 1940 to remove ped
dlers from the streets of the Lower East Side, the market 
recently received a makeover from the City's Economic 
Development Corporation. It is a fascinating commercial 
space that caters to local residents and visitors alike and 
should be a model for preserving the old but welcoming 
the new. Closed Sundays. <http://www.essexstreetmarket. 
com> 120 Essex St. at Delancey St. 

East Village 
The area east of Broadway between 14th Street and Houston 
Street has a countercultural history. Public Theater, Opheum 
Theater, Amsterdam Billiards, BoWmJ Poetry Club. 

De Robertis Caffe. In the East Village since 1904, De 
Robertis features delicious Italian pastries such as cannoli, 
cassatine, and pignoli cookies. <http://derobertiscaffe.com> 

See DINING I A9 ~ 
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HISTORY COMES ALIVE WITH 

BESTSELLERS FROM SIMON & SCHUSTER. 

For information on these and 
other history titles from Simon & Schuster, 
visit www. simonsaysacademic. com. 
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T NAYLOR I From A2 

Long Island attracted many artists in the late nine
teenth century, beginning with excursions of the Tile Club 
in the late 1870s. William Merritt Chase conducted the Shin
necock School of Art in Southampton from 1891 to 1902. 
Among the many other artists who lived and painted on 
the East End are Irving Wiles, Thomas and Mary Moran, 
Childe Hassam, Willem de Kooning, Fairfield Porter, Jack
son Pollock, and Lee Krasner. The Pollock-Krasner House 
is now a museum. Exhibits in other art museums also often 
feature Long Island artists. 

Large hotels and boarding houses near the ocean on 
the South Shore or Long Island Sound on the North Shore 
attracted summer visitors. Long Island became popular for 
country homes for the wealthy in the late nineteenth cen
tury. Most built their mansions near the water, whether on 
the sound or the Great South Bay. William K. Vanderbilt, J. 
P; Morgan, Louis Comfort Tiffany, F. W. Woolworth, Walter 
P. Chrysler, and Charles Pratt were among the millionaires 
on the North Shore Gold Coast. Besides the water, the at
tractions were sport hunting, fishing, yachting, and, by the 
end of the century, polo, and golf. The leading architectural 
firm for country houses was McKim, Mead & White, which 
had some forty . commissions on Long Island (Stanford 
White had a country home in St. James). Although many 
of the largest mansions no longer survive, a few are pre
served as historic house museums. Some are still private 
residences. Other estates have become state parks, colleg
es, schools, country clubs, religious institutions, or other 
adaptive reuse.· 

When he was young, Theodore Roosevelt's family 
summered in Oyster Bay. In the 1880s, Roosevelt bought 
land nearby on Cove Neck and built Sagamore Hill. Now a 
National Park Site, more than 95 percent of the furnishings 
in the house are original. Museum exhibits are in his son's 
home on the property. 

The flat, treeless Hempstead Plains in the middle of 
today's Nassau County was a training area for militia and 
military units from colonial times, including Camp Win- . 
field Scott (1861), Camp Black (1898), and Camp Mills 

T DINING I From A7 

176 lst'Ave. at 11th St. 
Dok Suni. Korean. Great food, cozy atmosphere. 

1191stAve. 
Cafe Mogador. Moroccan. Caters to the Graduate stu

dent and the French expatriate set. The tagines are recom
mended. 101 St. Mark's Place. 

Max's. Italian. Stick to the pasta: Osso buco sicilian
style .over risotto or rigatoni with eggplant and mozzarella. 
51 Ave. B, near 4th St. 

Bao Noodles. Traditional Vietnamese. 391 2nd Ave., 
near 23rd St. 

Meatpacking District 
West 16th Street to the Hudson River. 

Pastis. This French bistro, located in the hip meatpack
ing district, is great for people watching, particularly at the 
sidewalk cafe if the weather is nice. <http://www.pastisny. 
com>. 99th Ave. at Little West 12th St. 

Harlem 
Stretches from the East River to the Hudson River and extends 
from 110th Street to 155th Street. East Harlem's southern border 
begins at 96th Street. Apollo Theatre, Studio Museum in Har
lem, Lenox Lounge, Minton's Playhouse, Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture. 

http://www.oah.orgl20081 

(1917). The Rough Riders and other returning troops from 
Cuba in 1898 came to Camp Wikoff in Montauk. During 
World War I, several airfields on the Plains trained army 
aviators, including Hazelhurst (renamed Roosevelt) and 
Mitchel Fields. Camp Upton in Yaphank was a large train
ing and embarkation camp in 1917. In World War II, Camp 
Upton was reactivated and Mitchel Field was an Army Air 
Corps base. .... 

Long Island was the Cradle of Aviation in the early 
twentieth century with many pioneering flights occur
ring on the Hempstead Plains, beginning in 1909. Charles 
Lindbergh took off from Roosevelt Field on his historic 
solo, nonstop flight to Paris in 1927. Many flying schools 
on the Plains trained civilian aviators. By the early 1930s, 
Roosevelt Field was the largest and busiest civilian airfield
in the country. From the early twentieth century, and es
pecially during World War II, the island had a booming 
aviation industry. Grumman Aircraft..:.for many years the 
largest employer on the island-produced planes for. the 
Navy; Republic Aircraft, planes for the Army; and Sperry 
Gyroscope, navigation instruments. Many smaller firms 
were also involved in the defense industry. Grumman built 
the lunar module that landed on the moon in 1969. The 
Cradle of Aviation Museum on Mitchel Field preserves this 
aviation history. 

Under the presidency of Robert Moses, the Long Is
land State Park Commission built thirteen parks on Long 
Island in the 1920s, as well as parkways to reach the parks. 
By the end of Moses's tenure in 1963, Long Island had nine
teen state parks and ten parkways; today there are twen
ty-five state parks and historic sites. Jones Beach, Moses's 
preeminent state park, has an exhibition on the history of 
these parks in its East Bathhouse. The parkways are now 
major commuting roads. 

After World War II, Levittown became the prototypi
cal postwar suburb with the Levitts constructing more 
than 17,000 houses in the late 1940s. Other developers built 
smaller subdivisions making Nassau the fastest growing 
county in the nation. Nassau's population more than tri-

Amy Ruth's. Soul Food. Excellent chicken and waffles, 
terrific catfish. There can be a long line on Sunday morn
ings. 113 W. 116th St., between Lenox Ave. and 7th Ave. 

Africa Kine. Senegalese. Located along a stretch of 
culturally connected shops and grocers along 116th Street. 
Inexpensive and filling! Great lamb Mafe. Can accommo
date large groups. <http://www.africakine.com> 256 W. 
116th St., between 7th Ave. and 8th Ave. 

Restaurant LaMarmite. West African. The service is 
not great, but it has the best Thiebou Djeun (a lunch dish of 
fish with rice and vegetables) in the city. 2269 Adam Clay
ton Powell, Jr. Blvd., between 133rd St. and 134th St. 

Florence's Restaurant. Ghanaian. Very low on atmo
sphere, but the groundnut (peanut butter) stew is great 
as is the Kelewele (spicy plantains). The Bissap and Gin
ger juices are lovely. 2099 8th Ave, between 113th St. and 
114th St. 

Mobay's. This Harlem hot spot serves soul food, Ja
maican, Caribbean, and vegetarian cuisine, at very afford
able prices. The jerk chicken wings with tropical mango 
salsa are a must-try. In the spirit of Uptown, this venue 
also features live jazz music and a warm and intimate 
atmosphere. 17 W. 125th St. 212-876-9300. Also visit the 
Brooklyn location on 112 Dekalb Ave. 

Zoma. Upscale Ethiopian. Good Vegetarian platter. 2084 
Frederick Douglass Blvd. (a.k.a. 8th Ave.) at W. 113th St. 

pled from 1940 to 1960 and peaked in 1970. Now a "mature 
suburb," it has limited land for development. Suburban
ization spread to western Suffolk in the post-World War 
II years and in recent decades has proceeded farther east. 
Suffolk's population quadrupled from 1950 to 1970. Suf
folk County is still the number one agricultural county in 
the state in terms of the value of its products, thanks to 
vineyards on the east end, horticulture, and fisheries, as 
well as truck farming. The Environmental Defense Fund 
was organized in Suffolk in 1967 and led to Suffolk being 
the first county to ban DDT. Suffolk has taken a lead in 
land preservation and purchasing development rights to -..' 
preserve its farm land. 

Famous Long Islanders include several poets. Jupiter 
Hammon (1712-1800), the first published African Ameri
can poet, was enslaved by the Lloyd family on Lloyd Neck. 
The Joseph Lloyd Manor House interprets Hammon as well 
as the Lloyd family. Poet and newspaper editor William 
Cullen Bryant (1794-1878) had a country home in Roslyn 
("Cedarmere"), which is now a Nassau County museum. 
Walt Whitman (1819-1892), was born in West Hills (now 
Huntington Station); his birthplace is now a State Historic 
Site and Interpretive Center. 

Two other Long Islanders deserve mention. · F. Scott .:.> 
Fitzgerald started writing his novel The Great Gatsby when 
he lived in Great Neck (1922-1924); he immortalized an 
image of Long Island's North Shore in the 1920s. Barbara 
McClintock (1902-1992) worked at the Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory for fifty years and won the Nobel Prize in 1983 
for her work on genetic elements ("jumping genes"). A 
building at the Lab now bears her name. 

Long Island's many historic house museums date from 
the seventeenth to twentieth centuries. Several lighthouses, 
windmills, and other early mills are also museums. Some 
of the museums are open seasonally during the warmer 
months. For additional information on museums 'men
tioned and many others, visit <http://discoverlongisland. 
com>, <http://www.limamuseums.org>, or the individual 
museums' websites. D 

Brooklyn 
Bedouin Tent. Middle Eastern. Terrific atmosphere 

and friendly service, lovely outdoor garden, if the 
weather permits. Try the stuffed grape leaves, the thin 
crusted grilled chicken pitza. The honey drizzled-bakla
va is a sweet ending to a flavorful and sumptuous meal. 
405 Atlantic Ave. 

BAMcafe. Brooklyn Academy of Music. Every Fri
day and Saturday night, BAMcafe Live showcases re- -
nowned and emerging artists, featuring some of the best 
jazz, R&B, world beat, pop, and experimental music 
from Brooklyn and beyond. Paninis, salads, snacks, and 
drinks available at the bar. No table service during Live 
performances. 30 Lafayette Ave. and Ashland Place. 
718-623-7811. 

Juniors. A Brooklyn landmark, opened in 1950. Fam
ily style restaurant in downtown Brooklyn. Hands down, 
Juniors serves the best cheesecake in New York, or perhaps 
anywhere. Also in Times Square at 45th Street and Grand 
Central Station. Bar, bakery and take-out at each location. --
386 Flatbush Ave. 

Lucali. Pizza. "The city's best pizza." 
575 Henry St. 

See DINING I A14 ~ 
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CICERO™ is the ULTIMATE 
Online Educational Resource. 

Rated by teachers as 
H by far the most comprehensive 

American history education resource 
on the market." 

Don't get left behind; 

Visit 
www .tryCicero.com 

today for a FREE Trial! 
You have to see it to believe it! 

AIHE Professional Development, Field Studies 

and Summer Institutes: 
• Increase students' achievement and teachers' content knowledge with 

quantitatively and qualitatively proven methods. 
• Independent evaluators have shown that AIHE Professional Development 

greatly increases both teachers' content knowledge and students' 
• On-line and distance learning video sessions also available. 

Give your teachers the tools to help them thrive! 

TAH GRANTS: AIHE's Liberty Fellowship Grant ProgramsTM 

have a proven track record of success: 
we have managed or partnered with over 

50 TAH Grants nationwide~ 

www.AIHE.info 
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The Lovver East Side 
Hasia Diner 

S
ituated below Houston Street and east of the Bowery, 
the Lower East Side has long played a crucial role 
in the life of New York City. Starting in the 1840s, 

it became the destination neighborhood of choice- or de
fault-for immigrants corning to the United States. In that 
decade, the first tenements went up and more were built 
to accommodate the increasing number of new arrivals. 
The earliest of the tenement dwellers and neighborhood 
residents tended to be German and Irish. But by the 1870s, 
Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe and southern Ital
ians swelled such streets as Hester, Orchard, Pitt, Riving
ton, Delancy, Essex, and more, many of which became the 
stuff of literature, film, historical scholarship, and memo
ry. In its heyday as an immigrant receiving space, from the 
1890s through the 1910s, reformers, journalists, and pho
tographers flocked to witness the crowding on both the 
streets and in the tenements, making the neighborhood's 
denizens among the most reported upon, studied, and de
picted immigrants in the United States. 

The Lower East Side, a polyglot neighborhood that 
housed immigrants from numerous countries, loomed 
particularly important for American Jews, functioning as 
their "central address." As in fact the largest concentra
tion of Jews in any city any place in the world, the Lower 
East Side produced books, newspapers, magazines, plays, 
music, and other texts that Jews around the United States 
and even back in Eastern Europe consumed. By the end 
of World War IL the Lower East Side came to be venerated in 

American Jewish popular culture as the essence of authenticity. 

T MUSEUMS I From A5 

MoCA will move into a new, larger space at 215 Centre 
Street. Hours: Tues. through Sat., 12:00 to 6:00. 70 Mulberry 
St., 2nd Floor. 

National Museum of the American Indian. The 
Smithsonian's National Museum of the American Indian 
(NMAI) works in collaboration with the Native peoples of 
the Western Hemisphere and Hawai'i to protect and foster 
indigenous cultures, reaffirm traditions and beliefs, en
courage contemporary artistic expression, and provide a 
forum for Native voices. All interpreters (tour guides) are 
of Native descent. Hours: Daily; 10:00 to 5:00; Thurs., until 
8:00. George Gustav Heye Center, 1 Bowling Green. 

The Bronx 
Bronx County Historical Society. The Historical Soci

ety's museum is located in the Valentine-Varian House. The 
house was built in 1758 by Isaac Valentine, a blacksmith 
and farmer who bought the land from the Dutch Reformed 
Church, and serves as the exhibition space of the Society. 
3309 Bainbridge Ave. 

*Please refer to the Annual Meeting Program for more information 
about the sessions or tours held at these sites. <http://www.oah. 
org/2008> 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 

With the cessation of immigration from Europe in the 
1920s, the opening up of working class neighborhoods in 
Brooklyn and the Bronx, and the economic mobility of-the 
American-born children of the immigrants, the neighbor
hood lost population. That population, however, was re

built as immigrants from China and other parts of Asia 
and various parts of the Americas came to occupy the 
same streets and tenements as the earlier immigrants did. 

The Lower East Side now serves at least three con
stituencies and fulfills three different functions. It pro
vides homes and entrepreneurial spaces for new immi
grants, changing as the sources of immigration change. 
It has become something of a "hip" area, with quite 
expensive con~ominiums, shops, restaurants, and bars 
opening up to serve an affluent young urban clientele. 
Finally, today's Lower East Side serves as a tourist des
tination for visitors to New York eager to engage with 
the remnants and relics of the old immigrant era. Such 
institutions as the Lower East Side Tenement Museum 
and the restored Eldridge Street Synagogue, as well as 
eating establishments such as Kossar's bialy bakery and 
Yonah Shimmel's knish shop, give twenty-first-century 
visitors a chance to experience something of the flavor of 
the neighborhood that figured so prominently in the lore 
and literature of the Lower East Side. a 

Hasia Diner is professor of history at New York University. 

Brooklyn 
*Brooklyn Historical Society. Founded in 1863, the 

Brooklyn Historical Society is a nationally renowned ur
ban history center dedicated to the exploration and preser
vation of documents, artwork, and artifacts representative 
of Brooklyn's diverse cultures, past and present. Hours: 
Wed. through Sun., 12:00 to 5:00; closed Mon. and Tues. 
128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton St. 

Brooklyn Museum. The Brooklyn Museum, housed 
in a 560,000-square-foot, Beaux-Arts building, is one of the 
oldest and largest art museums in the country. Its world
renowned permanent collections range from ancient Egyp
tian masterpieces to contemporary art and represent a 
wide range of cultures. Only a thirty-minute subway ride 
from midtown Manhattan, with its own newly renovated 
subway station, the Museum is part of a complex of nine
teenth-century parks and gardens that also includes Pros
pect Park, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, and the Prospect 
Park Zoo. Hours: Wed. through Fri., 10:00 to 5:00; Sat. and 
Sun., 11:00 to 6:00. 200 Eastern Parkway. 

* Weeksville Heritage Center. Weeksville's Historic 
Hunterfly Road Houses are what remain of the vibrant and 
self-sufficient African American community settled in the 
1830s. The houses are New York City landmarks and are on 

Eldridge Street Synagogue. (Photo by Viktor Korchenov, <http:// 
en.wikipedia.org/wikiJirnage:EidridgeStreetSynagogue.jpg>. Reprint 
permission granted under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation 
License, Version 1.2 

:;.:y 

the National Register of Historic Places in the U.S. Guided 
tours of the houses available by reservation. Hours: Tues. 
through Fri. at 1:00, 2:00, and 3:00; Sat. from 11:00 to 3:00. 
1698 Bergen St. 

Queens 
Louis Armstrong House. The mission of the Louis 

Armstrong House & Archives is to preserve and promote 
the cultural legacy of Louis Armstrong. This includes mak
ing the materials in the archives available to everyone, 
serving as a reference source for researchers, presenting 
concerts and educational programs about his life, and oper
ating his home as a historic house museum. 34-56 107th St. 

Lewis H. Latimer House. Born in 1848 to escaped 
slaves living in Boston, the self-educated Lewis Latimer 
improved upon Thomas Edison's lightbulb with the inven
tion of a carbon filament that could remain illuminated 
longer than any previous models. Latimer's development 
made wide-scale electric light functional and applicable 
in both domestic and office settings. Early in his career .!:le 
assisted Alexander Graham Bell with the development of 
the telephone. Today, Lewis Latimer's residence in Flush
ing, Queens, houses an archive of his papers and features 
Latimer's restored office and laboratory. Call ahead for res
ervations. 34-41 137th St. a 
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THE NEW PRESS congratulates JAMES W. LOEWEN 
on the 1,000,000th copy of his classic book, 

LIES MY TEACHER TOLD ME 

Please join us for a 
book signing breakfast 

with the author 
on 

Sunday, March 30, 8-9 a.m. 
The New Press 

OAH Booth #160 1 

THE NEW PRESS 

www.thenewpress.com 

The New Press is the proud publisher of James W. Loewen's Lies My Teacher 
Told Me, Lies Across America, Sundown Towns (all available in paperback 

from Touchstone I Simon & Schuster), and Lies My Teacher Told Me About 
Christopher Columbus. 
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The Third Annual TAH Symposiutn 

Kelly A. Woestman 

and events will continue throughout the day with optional 
activities on Monday, March 31. Breakfast will be included 
each day and allow for informal networking opportunities. 
A new feature this year, a TAH Symposium Exhibit Area 

The first afternoon panel will explore "Lasting Ties 
that Bind: Forging Sustainable Partnerships." A continu
ing issue for everyone involved in TAH grants is extending 
their impact on history and history education long after 

funding ends. TAH coeditor Thomas 
Thurston will chair this session featur

C
arol Berkin, Presidential Professor of History at 
Baruch College and the Graduate Center, City Uni
versity of New York, is the keynote speaker for the 

3rd Annual Teaching American History (TAH) Grant Sym
posium. The Symposium will be held on March 30 and 31, 
2008 in New York City and is cosponsored by H-Net <-tah 
and OAH. Berkin, a veteran TAH presenter throughout the 
country, is a prolific scholar of early American and wom
en's history as well as the author of secondary and college 
American history textbooks. Her keynote will be, "Things 
Your Teachers Taught Me: How TAH Grants Educates Pro
fessors." For more information about Berkin, visit <http:// 
www.baruch.cuny.ed u/wsas/ departments/history/faculty I 
berkin.html>. 

A continuing issue for everyone involved in TAH 
ing Gary B. Nash of UCLA and the Na
tional Center for History in the Schools, 
Margaret Smith Crocco of Teachers 
College, Kimberly L.lbach of the Nat
rona County (WY) School District and 
member of the OAH Executive Board, 

grants is extending their impact on history and 

history education long after funding ends. 

During the last two years, nearly three hundred teach
ers, historians, project directors, history educators, cur
riculum specialists, evaluators, and other stakeholders in 
the Teaching American History Grant program have ana
lyzed the short-term and long-term impacts of the more 
than $700 million dollars earmarked for history educa
tion. This year's symposium will continue the discussion 
and respond to the lessons learned from previous groups. 
Registration will begin at 7:30a.m. on Sunday, March 30, 

will include an overview of the new TAH Clearinghouse 
Project, a TAH project showcases, and vendor products of 
interest to TAH grantees. 

Following introductions and an overview at 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday, the first audience-centered discussion, "Voices 
Outside the Tower: History Expertise from K-12 and Pub
lic History Institutions," will examine the larger impact 
of TAH grants on the historical profession. Because they 

Announcement 

RECORDS OF THE 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REVISED FINDING AID AVAILABLE AUGUST 2007 

,., Organization of 
" American Historians 

in cooperation with the 
,.:J:~<"A;;'~;.";;';,;~... National Park Service 

Now available .. . a revised inventory of the records of the National Park 
Service (Record Group 79) at the National Archives at College Park, 
Maryland! 

The product of more than four years 
of records research and verification, 
this free finding aid, produced by the 
Organization of American Historians 
in cooperation with the National 
Park Service, updates Edward E. 
Hill's 1966 Inventory of the Records of 
the National Park Service. It contains 
descriptions of all records in the 
record group (including textual, car
tographic, and electronic records, 
and still and motion pictures), which 
collectively represent more than zoo 
years of history. 

http:l/www.oah.org/2008/ 

REVISED INVENTORY 
at a glance ... 

Features-
• updated NPS administrative history 
• more than 130 new series descriptions 
• more than 40 appendices 

Highlights-
• Mission 66 Program records 
• District of Columbia surveyors' note
books 
• Civil War Centennial Commission 
records 

Available-
• August 25, 2007 
• www.cr.nps.gov/history 

often speak to different au
diences, public historians 
working in museums, his
torical societies, and diverse 
historic sites around the na
tion offer unique expertise in 
expanding traditional views 
of how history is taught in 
the nation's classrooms. Fur
thermore, master teachers 
involved in TAH projects 
offer not only subject- and 
standards-based expertise 
but often hold the keys that 
ensure teachers have the op
portunity to explore effective 
implementations of their en
hanced knowledge of Amer
ican history. Will Mallatt of 
Riverton (KS) High School 
will discuss his experiences 
serving as a member of the 
Teacher Leadership Team of 
four TAH grants. Also shar
ing their experiences will be 
Adrienne Kupper, Director 
of Education at the New-
York Historical Society, and 
Charles C. Calhoun from the 
Maine Council for the Hu-
manities. 

and Steve Mintz of Columbia Univer
sity and chair of the OAH Committee 
on Teaching. 

"Evaluation Inside and Outside: Documenting and 
Assessing the Development of Historical Thinking Skills" 
will be the focus of the third panel chaired by H-TAH co
editor Rachel Ragland. Panelists discussing diverse assess
ment issues faced by TAH grante_es include Alex Stein, 
TAH team leader at the U.S. Department of Education, 
Elise Fill pot of Bringing History Home in Iowa, and David 
Gerwin of Queens College, City University of New York. 
These experts will share their views of what we can learn 
about content-speCific evaluation through TAH grants ·that 
might be applicable beyond these vital history grant pro
grams. They will then tum the discussion over to the audi
ence for further exploration. 

At the conclusion of the focused panel discussions, 
small-group discussion and networking opportunities will 
be available before the day's conclusion and wrap-up ses
sion chaired by H-Net's Executive Director Peter B. Knup
fer and H-Net President-Elect Kelly A. Woestman. Before 
the evening's Dine Around, participants who have signed 
up for onsite visits to schools and historical sites on Mon
day morning will have an organizational meeting. 

H-TAH is open to anyone interested in Teaching 
American History grants and is not restricted to project 
directors. Further TAH Symposium 2008 details, includ
ing required advance sign-ups to participate in the Mon
day activities, will be made available on the discussion list 
that is available by subscription or by searching its logs at 
<http:/ /www.h-net.org/-tah>. 

Registration for the TAH Symposium is separate from 
the OAH Annual Meeting and combined registered is of
fered at a reduced rate. We invite anyone interested in the 
future of TAH grants and their impact on our profession to 
join us. For more information on registration, please visit: 
<http:/ /www.oah.org/meetings/2008/>. 0 

Kelly A. Woestman is professor of history and history education 
director at Pittsburg State Universih; in Pittsburg, Kansas, and 
a coeditor of H-TAH and H-Teach. 
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T DINING I From A9 

Mike's International Restaurant. Jamaican. The stew chicken and rice and peas are 
the best. South end of Prospect Park and the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens a short walk 
away. 552 Flatbush Ave. 

Chilies and Chocolate Oaxacan Kitchen. Special find for those interested in authentic 
Oaxacan cuisine of southern Mexico. The chef is from Coyotepec. Not your run of the mill 
fajita/taco eatery. Excellent selection of moles. 54 7th Ave., between lincoln Place and St. 
Johns Place in Park Slope). 

Nathan's Famous- Hurry! Before it's all gone, take the "F" train to Coney Island, 
buy a hot dog and fries at Nathan's on Surf Avenue, walk on the boardwalk and watch 
members of the Coney Island Polar Bear Oub-the oldest winter bathing organization 
in the United States-swim in the ocean. Or visit the Sideshows by the Seashore. If freak 
shows aren't your thing, at least view Marie Roberts's wonderful sideshow banners on 
the side of the building on West 12th Street off Surf Avenue. After twenty-seven years of 
living in New York Gty, it's still one of the best ways to spend a Sunday afternoon. 

Bronx 
The Venice Restaurant. Some of the best inexpensive Italian food in New York Gty. 

149th St. and Wales Ave., South Bronx 
The "G" Bar. Small jazz club in the South Bronx that serves excellent Italian food. 150th St. 

off the Grand Concourse. 
Willie's Steakhouse. Excellent Spanish food with live Latin Jazz on Wednesday and 

Saturday nights. 1832 Westchester Ave., near Parkchester. 
Dominick's. Family style restaurant in the Arthur Avenue section of the Bronx. No 

menus! They tell you what to have. 2335 Arthur Ave. 
Total Blend. Excellent Caribbean cuisine in the one of the largest West Indian neigh

borhoods in New York Gty. White Plains Rd. and 223rd St. 
,:Yf Johnson's BBQ. The best inexpensive barbecue in New York Gty. Take out only. In 

'] 

r 

r~ · 

...... 

the historic Morrisania neighborhood. 163rd St. between Tinton Ave. and Union Ave. 

Queens 
Kebab Cafe. Egyptian. "Hands down, the best meal I have ever had." Located on 

Steinway Street's "Little Cairo." Cash only. 25-12 Steinway at 25th St., Astoria. 
Jackson Diner. Indian. Don't let the name fool you, Jackson Diner serves authentic In

dian cuisine and is well worth the trip. 37-47 74th St., Jackson Heights, near. 37th Rd. 0 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS PRESS 

"More than any other academic press, the University of Illinois Press has given readers 

the American people-African Americans, women, immigrants, musicians, singers, 

and athletes-who once stood outside the house of history with their faces pressed 

against the windows looking in."-RANDY ROBERTS, Professor, Purdue University 

"I am naturally prejudiced for University of Illinois Press books, having grown up only 

across a railroad track and a few blocks away from the press's current location. But 

I have found the social commitment of the University of Illinois Press, from politics to 

culture, extraordinary in its democratic spirit, its scholarly achievement, and its public 

acceptance by professors and ordinary folks. I am proud to say it is horne ground and 

grass roots to me. ft-PAUL BUHLE, Senior Lecturer, Brown University 

For more information visit www. press. uillinois. edu 
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Luna Pa!K and Surf Avenue, Coney Island. (Courtesy of the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, 
DigitaiiD CPH 3c02692.) 

THE GILDER LEHRMAN 
INSTITUTE of AMERICAN HISTORY 

Our mission: To promote the study and love of American history 

The Gilder Lehrman Institute: 

• Offers fellowships for scholars to work in archival libraries 

• Organizes seminars and enrichment programs for educators 

• Produces print and electronic publications and traveling exhibitions 

• Sponsors lectures by eminent historians 

• Awards the Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, and George Washington 

Book Prizes 

To learn more, visit: 
www. gilder lehrman.org 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 



The Sub~ay and the City 
Irma Watkins-Owens 

No other city in the world is as closely identified 
with its subway as New York City, and no other 
public space figures so prominently in the daily 

lives of its residents. Some writers have characterized the 
New York subway as a metaphor for the city itself. Like 
the city that never sleeps, New York's subway operates 24 
hours a day on 842 miles of track, which if linked end on 
end would reach from Manhattan to Chicago. Nearly three 
million city dwellers and commuters spend $9 million each 
day to ride on trains (and buses) making the transit system 
the center of a small financial empire. The Metropolitan 
Transit Authority (MTA) employs 643 workers to handle 
transit revenue alone. Indeed New York City as we know 
it could not exist without inexpensive public transit-a 
nickel a ride in 1904 when the system opened, two dollars 
today. New York's rapid transit, the largest in the world, 
connects the city's powerful center, Manhattan, to the outer 
boroughs and the metropolitan area. For many New York
ers and for the city's millions of visitors, the subway is the 
most efficient, cheapest, and fastest way to travel. 

Rapid transit in New York also reflects the boom, bust, 
recession, and renewal in the city's history. A crisis of most 
recent memory occurred in the 1970s when the city's finan
cial problems took their toll on the transit system. While 
trains had run on time 90 percent of the time in 1940 when 
todays tunnels and tracks were virtually complete, in the 
1970s the system was nearly half as efficient, and car break
downs occurred as often as every 9,000 miles. The decline 
in the system's reliability along with a rise in unemploy
ment mirrored a general crisis in the post industrial city 
affecting infrastructure as well as working families and es
pecially neighborhoods of color. Deterioration in one of the 
city's most public social spaces, the subway, was a related 
outcome. Unfortunately an image of the subway of this pe
riod still lingers in national memory. However, the city of 
New York survived its fiscal crisis (with notoriously little 
help from the federal government) and by 1980 began its 
present renewal, which is also reflected in a subway renais
sance. Track improvement, fleet replacement, and station 
renovation has transformed the appearance of New York's 
subways in the last two decades. The transit authority qua
drupled its cleaning staff and launched a controversial war 
against young graffiti artists or writers who used the sub
way car as their canvas. Although officials announced the 
system "graffiti free" in 1989, this change was also part of 
a larger "quality of life" campaign in the city that enabled 
massive gentrification, the emergence of enterprise zones, 
and other displacements yet to be confronted in the present 
era's ongoing renewal. 

After 9/11 the subway has undergone other changes 
characterized by the "If you see something say something" 
announcements, a visible and undercover police presence, 
and periodic security checkpoints where knapsacks and 
packages may be subject to search. New Yorkers take such 
changes in stride, hoping for the least amount of disrup
tion in their travel. 

Whatever the ups and downs are in the subway's 
history, taking the train to your destination remains the 
quintessential New York experience. The subway is first 

http://www.oah.org/2008/ 

and foremost a cultural spa.ce and one of the most diverse 
shared spaces anywhere. Equipped with a Metrocard, a 
subway map, and an adventurous spirit, one can learn a 
lot about the city in the course of one's travels. First, the 
subway has its own iconography. Many stations on the IRT 
line (1, 2, and 3 trains) are embellished with a landmark of 
the neighborhood: at Columbus Circle (59th Street), one 
of the explorer's ships, at 116th Street, the seal of Colum
bia University. The MTA has recently restored many of the 
century-old originals. 

As part of its Capitol Program to rehabilitate subway 
stations (and control unauthorized artists), the MTA has 
also commissioned permanent works by established and 
emerging artists in the materials of the system: mosaic, ce-

"First Earth from Lexington Ave. subway McManus & Stack, chief 
engineers.," ca. 1910. (Photo courtesy George Grantham Bain Collection, 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, LC-82- 2284-16) 

ramie, tile, bronze, steet and faceted glass. Some of these 
works, such as the Times Square Mural by Roy Lichten
stein, are quite spectacular. The Alice and Wonderland
inspired mosaics at 50th Street on the 1 and 9 line add a 
whimsical touch to the underground cityscape. 

In addition, the subway provides an exciting array of 
sights as well as sounds; most city travelers have stopped 
to listen to or watch entertainers, which range from clas
sical instrumentalists and chamber singers to jazz en
sembles, be-bop groups, and break dancers. The MTA has 
authorized some of these performers who audition in its 
Arts for Transit Program (<http://www.rnta.info/rnta/aft>). 
Many others simply set up in heavily traveled spaces and 
perform for passersby. On any given day, one can enjoy 
a number of small concerts on the platforms of the New 
York City subway system. 

For a dose of subway history, many city dwellers, visi
tors, and especially train buffs include the Transit Museum 
on their travel list. (<http://www.rnta.info/rnta/rnuseurn/ 
index.htrnl>). The museum is located in a decommissioned 
but still operational subway station at the corner of Boerurn 
Place and Schermerhorn Street, Brooklyn Heights, Brook
lyn. (The Transit Museum also operates a gallery annex in 

I 

Grand Central Station, just off the main concourse, which 
mounts rotating exhibitions.) Visitors experience a unique
ly New York brand of time-travel as they board more than 
nineteen examples of vintage trains that include the classic 
1904 wooden cars and the subway car design that set the 
standard in 1914. The museum also houses over 250,000 
archival materials tracing the history of public transporta
tion in New York and the region. The current exhibitions 
include Steel, Stone and Backbone about the building of 
the subways, and notably until March 30, 2008, The Art of 
Marvin Franklin. Franklin, a track worker who died acci
dentally while working the night shift in April 2007, left a 
large body of work, much of it never exhibited before. On 
view is a compelling selection of his sketclies, prints and 
water colors, all set in the subway where the artist spent 
much of his time. Franklin depicts his subjects, many of 
whom were homeless, with remarkable detail. The artist, 
who overcame hornelessness himself, skillfully used the 
insight of his personal experience. 

As Franklin's art demonstrates, a close observer can 
perceive both the social distance and proximity between 
New Yorkers in the subway car. Every subway line passes 
through a broad spectrum of communities identified by 
ethnicity, class, or race. As author Kate Simon. put it, the 
subway vehicles are probably New York's only "melting 
pot." Thus the subway is its own kind of neighborhood 
with a unique culture and daily rituals of its own. I began 
one of these rituals the other day when I boarded the Q 
train at Prospect Park in central Brooklyn for my reguu r 
ride to my campus in midtown Manhattan. I easily found 
a seat for that time of day (around 11:00 a.rn) and pulled 
out my reading material for the thirty-five to forty-minute 
trip. The car looked the same as usual, filled with reading, 
iPod-toting, or half nodding Brooklynites. In other words, 
most of the subway riders had performed the customary 
withdrawal into their own worlds, except for a small group 
of European tourists engaged in animated conversation 
and studying a subway map. Eventually one in the group 
carne over and asked the passenger seated next to me if 
they were on the right train for the World Trade Center Me
morial site. Because he had not understood the question, 
the passenger (who had never acknowledged my presence 
before), looked at me, hoping I had understood. "Oh, the 
World Trade Center site?" I inquired. "You need to change 
at Dekalb to theN or the R," I said. "That's Dekalb Avenue," 
a second passenger clarified. "And you need to get off at 
Whitehall Street" a third passenger added. By now all of 
the seasoned strap-hangers in my general vicinity had 
stopped what they were doing to make sure the directions 
being given were sufficiently fine tuned. "All you need to 
do is walk across the platform," the second passenger said 
as the trained pulled into the Dekalb Avenue station. "'Ce 
Q N, and R are on the yellow line of your map," the third 
passenger explained. The tourists gave a chorus of thank
yous as they crossed the platform to wait for their train, 
having begun their first journey through New York's vast 
underground neighborhood. D 
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New York 
City Subway 

service terminal Legend 
(last stop) intenfMsion - IRT 

r.w / transfer - IND g - BMT 

=::::2::::;:~;::=~== local (aH stops) 
express (limited stops) 

free aossover Tenninal notes: 
between directions 1 rush hours 

(yellowfill) ~:=:.-::-..:.... 
free transfer 2 g'~~ 

free transfer 211.__ 

(MetroCard only) 3 evenings 

--other transit system 4 weekends 

5~=~-For full service information, 
see the schematics at right 

Sb~ .... rqa 
B adWMlf:Ryl.a"'llii21:00 

The 1-9 and J-Z (rush hours only, the latter peak 
direction only) run skip-stop service over part or their 
routes. Stations served by only one d those are 
indicated as such. 

---
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