
Faculty Voice 1

http://csl.iupui.edu/newsletter/sv5.12.asp[8/21/2012 10:17:26 AM]

Student Voice
Volume 1. Issue 6 

 

Justin Ellis
 

Major, School and Expected Graduation Year: Museum Studies, School of Liberal Arts, May
2012

Campus Involvement: Throughout my time at IUPUI I have had the pleasure of working with
several local museums on a variety of service-learning projects.  They include: Indiana Medical
History Museum, Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indiana State Museum, Eiteljorg Museum of American
Indians and Western Art, Nicollet County Historical Society (Minnesota), Glenn Black Laboratory of
Archaeology, Indiana State Police Museum, and the Johnson County History Museum.  I have been
able to work on a variety of projects from developing marketing and fundraising plans, to crafting
educational programs and strategic plans. 

Personal: I will be continuing my graduate studies this fall as I pursue a doctorate degree in
Sociology from Iowa State University.  There, I will be studying how museums and communities
mesh and what results come from those interactions.  When not studying I enjoy running, cooking,
spending time with my wife, family, and friends, reading for leisure, and visiting new museums.

Social issue in society you are currently passionate about: I am passionate about
advocating for broader representation of marginalized cultures and individual narratives in public
forums.  Those who are on the fringes of our discussions—both public and private—are often
overlooked not only by how society views them, but by their access to resources, quality of life, and
structural oppositions to their capacity to grow and develop as individuals.  I hope that my future
work will be able to address, analyze, and advocate for greater representation of marginalized
individuals regardless of their background.

What impact has your Civic Engagement during college had in your life: I have been
very fortunate to participate not only in a University system which values Civic Engagement, but also
to be surrounded by Museum Studies Faculty and the Center for Service and Learning (CSL) Staff
who are exceptionally passionate about promoting the value of Civic Engagement.  Because of being
a part of this empowering environment, I am able to envision the partnership of Civic Engagement
with my love of museums through analytical views of how museums represent their communities. 
Participating in and learning about Civic Engagement has given me the opportunity to critically
examine museums as an institution of public perception and not merely as an entertainment venue. 
I am indebted to the Museum Studies Faculty and CSL Staff for providing me with this exceptional
opportunity to critically examine my vocation.
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