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Perceptions

Reflections
What shocks them the most, first

timers will tell you, is the sheer size of it.

Thousands of bluejackets and FFA
neckties and black shoes. Every hotel room

within 50 miles booked up. Meandering

lines of yellow school buses snaking down
Thirteenth Street. Countless Big Macs and

Cokes disappearing down ravenous throats.

And a record attendance of 24,125.

And there's the sound of it. The Na-

tional FFA Band booms its way through the

spotlit arena for the Grand Entry. Eloquent

young men and women deliver speeches as

naturally as they might a conversation with

an old friend. And, of course, there is the

applause, thunderous applause that threatens

to raise the roof of Municipal Auditorium.

Then they look and listen again,

these first timers. Beneath the enormity, the

immense mass of blue and gold, they find

the essence of a National FFA Conven-

tion—its people.

Wide Eyes
Nicole Newman was no newcomer to

the National Convention, but she seemed as

awed at her third trip to Kansas City as she

did at her first.

"Just being I

with people from all
j

over is wonderful,'

said Nicole as she I

walked through the I

Agricultural Career I

Show where her I

chapter presented
|

Mississippi's contri-

bution to the Hall of
j

States. Nicole's dad

and advisor at the I

Vicksburg-Warren I

chapter was pleased

at his daughter's

interest in the con-

vention. "Young

people," Jimmy
Newman said, "they I

go home fired up.

They watch what I

happens on stage
[

and they realize,

'hey, I might do

that, too.'" As for

Nicole, she wasn't I

eager to head back to Mississippi. "Being here helps me, ' she

says. "At home I'm sort of shy, but here everybody is so

friendly. It's just like everybody's one big family."

"I don't ever want to go home."

Anticipation
One thing about going through the

Nominating Committee, said National Officer

Candidate Kevin Ochsner, was that it gave a

person time to think. While most people didn't

roll into Kansas City until Wednesday, candi-

dates had been caught up in the nominating

process since Monday.

And when a person was waiting for his

name to be called for an interview, there was

plenty of time to ponder the experience.

"It's the biggest challenge and the big-

gest risk I've ever taken," said the Colorado

FFA'er. "We're putting our personalities on the

line," explained Kevin as he took a break,

"dishing out our character to be analyzed."

One of 37 contenders for six national offices, Kevin said candidates had to tell

committee members things a person ordinarily wouldn't share. "They want to know more

than how much money I made last year; they want to know 'who am I, really?'"

Hardest to face for most candidates was the idea that some would have to cope with

not being nominated, and Kevin was no exception. "It's a frightening time," he said, to

know that it would all be over in a few short days.

The brighter side was also easy to find, said Kevin who cherished the friendships he

made. "People are supportive and helpful. It makes us feel better to know other people are

going through the same thing."

Satisfaction
When Robert Lanphier

talked about the Thursday night

convention session, excitement

lit his face and eyes. The Foun-

dation Sponsoring Committee

chairman for 1987 was a walk-

ing, talking advertisement for

FFA, a man who believes in

what the organization accom-

plishes for young people.

"There isn't a one of us

who doesn't say this isn't our

adrenaline for the year," said the

president and CEO of DICKEY-
john Corporation, referring to

the electrifying Foundation rec-

ognition program and an-

nouncement of funds raised in

the past year.

"I meant it when I said I did not believe we were going to

make our goal," said Lanphier, referring to the challenge of raising

$2,600,000 in times that might be described as depressed for the ag-

ricultural industry. He finds the final record-breaking sum of

$3,010,000 to be particularly satisfying.

"Here you are among winners," he said. "Is there anything

better?"



of a week—
for a lifetime

Pride
After the gavel had fallen, the eight regional Star

Farmers and Agribusinessmen had been hustled off to the

newsroom with a beaming crowd of their parents, wives,

children and friends. There was something special about this

crowd: they had just watched their loved ones achieve one

of FFA's highest honors.

Arlyce Ruehling, mother of Star Agribusinessman

Dan Ruehling, said that seeing her son excel in FFA has

filled her to "bursting." She said she and husband Bob came

to Kansas City with a "win or lose—this is great" attitude.

When son Dan's name was called, she was shocked.

"You hear the name and you say, 'is it right?' and

then I thought, 'He did it, he just really did it! '

"

Mrs. Ruehling's feelings seemed to resemble those of

her peers—other moms and dads who came to the conven-

tion to show how proud they were of their sons and daugh-

ters.

National Officer Dean Harder 's parents were no ex-

ception. Carol and Don Harder attended their second con-

vention, again impressed with the attitude of FFA members.

"It's a wonderful thing to see them work together—that's

what we need to get back to in this country."

Emotion
Christine Hall said she couldn't imagine what the conven-

tion would be like in advance. She certainly never dreamed she'd

meet the Vice President of the United States.

Christine played flute in the National FFA Band. After per-

forming at a convention session, the group filed off the stage. Un-

known to them, Vice President Bush was behind the curtain, and

when Band Director Roger Heath took most of the group another

way, Christine was left. Suddenly she found herself waving at the

second in command. Before she knew it, her picture was being

snapped.

"He asked my name and where I was from," she said. "I

didn't really believe it at first, but then I went around and told

everybody!"

Meeting the vice president wasn't the only surprise for

Christine at the convention. "Funny thing, I'm not nervous up
there playing. At home I am, but up there I just enjoy myself and

concentrate on what I'm doing."

And then there were the new friends, the bonds formed

from a common purpose in an inspiring setting. "I feel

emotional," said Christine. "We're all very close, and it's going to

be tough to leave."

Christine's feelings were not uncommon to participants in

the 60th National FFA Convention. In the Municipal Auditorium

there exists a pull, a sense of those who have come before and

those who will come again to celebrate FFA. It's more than the

sights and the sounds of the convention; it's the spirit of the people

who belong to FFA, and who support and nurture its future.



Agriculture's New Spirit Kansas City, MO
728 members were honored for reaching the

highest rung ot membership available to an

individual — ihe coveted American Fanner De-

gree. American Farmers are known fry excep-

tional leadership skills and achievements in

their Supervised Occupational Experience

Programs. Recipients were recognized with a

luncheon, a gold key and certificate during me

Friday afternoon ceremony.

ALABAMA: John Aplm. Slocomb: Joseph

Dann Barton. Geneva; Joseph W. Brewer.

Sarafand; Timmy Gene Clemmons. Killen;

Greg Dalion. Henagar; Mike Duke, Munlord:

Wesley Kyle Keam, Opelika; Allan Mark Hill,

Scottsboro; Chadwick A. Hodges, Elkmonl;

Jesse W. Horner. Smilhs, Christopher Killen,

Lexington; Kerry Bruce McUney, Geneva;

Jason Drew Miller, Geneva; Mefvin A. Monk,

Skipperwlle; Max B. Murphy, Jr., Gaylesville;

Mark Patton, Fayette; Bryan S. Romme, Ro-

gersville; Buel Glenn Rose. Athens; Chnsto-

pher Sims, Athens; Jefl Smith, Henagar; Wil-

liam W. Thompson. Caslleberry. John Dow

Van Pell, Gaylesville; ALASKA: Justin L Avnl,

Homer; ARIZONA: Jim Bryant, Buckeye;

Timothy M. Dunn, Yuma; Jeffrey A. Eaton,

Buckeye; Devin Wade Fenn, Benson; Dickie

Jo Hunt, Mesa: Michalene R. Hunt, Mesa;

Richard Miller, Tempe; Trudy Lynn Mills, Phoe-

niz; Michael Lyle R.ggs, Casa Grande; Dusty

Shill, Wellton; Tom Stephens, Jr., Casa

Grande; GarrickStuhr, Tucson; ARKANSAS:

Todd Allen Bartholomew, Werner. Christa

Bonds, Cecil; Edward Brown, Mammoth

Spnng; Jack Brown, Marshall; Kenny Evans,

Marshall; Lynn Griffin, Austin; Charles W. Hall,

PrairieGrove; Earl John Hunlon, Prairie Grove;

Dale Ladd, Lake City; Joel McMahen, Magno-

lia; Johnny Mullens, El Paso; Morris G. Nutt,

Bono; Jeff Sugg. Huntsville; Audra Leigh Tho-

mas, Siloam Springs; Joseph L Tumey,

Cabot; Todd W. Weyl, Lincoln; CALIFORNIA:

Heather Rae Alldredge. Durham; Manuel

Avila, Merced; Tony J. Avila, Tulare; Lisa

Baker, Chowchilla: Cathy Barker, Fillmore,

Ronnie Bass, Chowchilla; John Leroy

Bergman, Kingsburg; Robert Bianchi, Hollis-

ter; Kathleen M. Binns, Quartz Hill; Tracy Lynn

Bjomestad, Santa Rosa; Luanne E. Blucker,

Williams; Eric V. A. Bowman, Turlock; Brannon

Byrne, Gridley; Cathy Calvert, Lancaster. Greg

Cardey, Atwater; David Coelho, Chowchilla;

Paul Coelho, Chowchilla: Sean Costa, Han-

ford; Allan Scott Crum. McArthur; Loren E.

Freilas, Merced; Victoria Ann Freftas, Atwater;

Kevin James Gomes, Tulare; Michael J.

Gomes, Colusa; Randy FL Griffin, Kingsburg;

Matthew Guidotli. Soledad; Jennifer Hender-

son, Rough and Ready; Tina Lynn Karnes,

Tulare; Tod Maddalena, Chowchilla; Patrick A.

Martin, Fresno; Ken W. Mitchell, Elk Grove;

Frank Xavier Nunes, Tulare; Melassa M.

Parker, Wasco; Paul C. Pavlelich, Bakersfield;

Kevin Pettitt, Chowchilla; Jim Philson, Merced;

Lori Richards, Chico; Todd Rinkenberger,

Atwater; Donald A. Rollin, Burrel; Tammy Ann

Scharton, Fresno; Greta Lynn Scheuble,

Brooks; Karen E. Scheuble, Brooks; Karyn M.

Serpa, Turlock; Randy Serpa, Merced;

Christine Silacci, Gilroy; Paul E. Spalena,

Petaluma; Christopher Van Doren, Elk Grove;

Richard Vandenack, Chowchilla; Gary T.

Webb, Kingsburg; Cheryl L Wray, Lancaster;

COLORADO: Jeffrey A. Cooksey, Roggen;

Robert G. George, Jr., Yampa; Russell

Groves, Ordway; Michael C. Klann, Rager;

Mike L Livengood, New Raymer; Michael

Newbanks, Yuma; Kevin K. Ochsner, Ft

Collins; Rick Palkowitsh, Burlington; Richard

Scheid, Greeley; Kevin Waggoner, Kim; Brian

Weitzel, Brush; CONNECTICUT: Richard Y.

Brock, Middletown;Jason A. Karszes, Somers;

Corinne Walker, North Stonington; DELA-

WARE: Terrance M. Caulk, Frederica; Keith C.

Shane, Smyrna; Cheryl Warren, Kenton;

FLORIDA: Eric D. Anderson, Deland; Anthony

Neil Bam'ngton, Mayo; Clint W. Branson, Polk

City; Stephanie J. Carte, Uvo Oak; Julio Cong-

dan, Haines City; Lee Davidson, Trenton;

Mickey Diamond, Jay; Dorinda Ann Fewox,

Frostproof; Julius Green, Jr., Moore Haven;

Marsha L Langlord, Trenton; Catherine A.

Malphurs, Crescent City; John Edward Mart,

Satsuma; Owen Carson McCall, Jr., Mayo;

Robert P. Morin. OcaJa; Patrick Jay Moyer,

Deltona; Terry 0. Parrish, Trenton; Lucy A
Pleterski, New Smyrna Beach; Kelley Quincey,

Trenton; Daryf Roberts, Bunnell; Kord E
Robertson, Zolfo Springs; GEORGIA: Derrafl

C. Bennett, Jr., Adel;Chad Bush, Sparks; Brian

L Carries, Canton; Noel Kurt Child ers, Barney;

Lisa A Dalton, Homer Richard M. Gill, Black-

shear; Timothy D. Harrell, Whigham; Terry

Elmo Harrison, Whigham; William W. Hughes,

Jr., Pembroke; Rusty Lanier, Taylorsville;

Philip Martin, AdeJ; Michael Mercer, Elberton;

Stacy J. Miller, Jakin; Randolph D. Mitchell,

Martin; Ed Norman, Washington; Stephen R.

Page, Canton; Bobby Poppell, Whigham;

Travis B Royster. Auburn; Don Michael Strick-

land, Jr., Whigham; LeeA Wadded, Jefferson;

Billy D. Walters, Moultrie; Larry E Webb, Jr.,

Kahira; Terence Whitfield, Elko; IDAHO: Jack

W. Blattner, Meridian; Sieve Bruited, Eagle;

John Burusco, Aberdeen; Michelle A Davis,

Middlebn; Wayne Reece Davis, Kuna; Gregg

M. Har man, Burfey ; Laura Hobos, Eagle; David

American Farmers

Royal Jensen, Malad; Kelly Kunzler, Paul;

Antone Ralph Noe, Melba; Wendy Kay Rey-

nolds, Kuna; ILLINOIS: Joyce Boesche,

DeKalb; Brad Boyles, luka; Troy N. Britton,

Louisville; Tami J. Craig, Clay City; Brian W.

Doughty, Mendota; Robert G. Fanning, Gibson

City; Greg Friedlund, DeKalb; Jeffrey S. Gre-

gory, Moweaqua; Eugene M. Gualandri, Ot-

tawa; Bill Mollis, Bushnell; Tim Kingren, Syca-

more; Todd G. Knodle, Fillmore; Christopher

D. Leman, Roanoke; Lynn Lenschow, Syca-

more; Trent D. Loos, Quincy; Donna Joy

Lyons, Dekalb; Barry Montgomery, Malta;

Richard K. O'Bnen, LeRoy; Roger Ray Sch-

nitzler, Elizabeth; Jerry A Swanson, Gilberts,

Steve Vandeburg, Sycamore; Grant A.

Washnok, LeRoy; Jane Ariene Waterman,

Nokomis; Herman J. Wegmann, Jr., New
Baden; Tom Williams, Dahinda; Sarah Jane

Zipse, Leaf River; INDIANA: Stan Becher,

Berne; Billy Campbell, Martinsville; Jesse L.

Davis, Frankfort; Tim A Favourite, Pleasant

Lake; Michael Lynn Fuelling, New Haven;

Ronald J. Gick, Fowler; Lisa Marie Hirt,

Greensburg; Brad Alan Meyerholtz,

Evansville; Joseph A Phelps, Ladoga; Stanley

E. Poe, II, Franklin; Matthew A Rekeweg,

Woodbum; Tim Rice, Spencer; Nancy A Scott,

Columbia City; Timothy Jon Seifert, ML Ver-

non; Edward Jay Sheldon, Greencastla; Karl

W. Sterner, Geneva; David G. Stiegiitz, New

Haven; Tyler Tuttle, Ashley; Karl Edmund

Weiss, Greens Fork; James R. Wicker,

Slraughn; IOWA: Perry B. Aalgaard, Th-

ompson; Rick Lorenz Andresen, Keyston;

Maureen Lee Barber, DeWitt; Lee Allen Bird,

Osage; James E Bohr, Wellman; Kalyn A
Brix,Maquoketa;ToddJ. Bushman, Fort Atkin-

son; Charles A Denton, Creston; Daniel R.

Dietiker, Anamosa; Gerry G. Gourfey, Webster

City; Dennis J. Groeneveld, Woodstock, Ga.,

Todd Harrison, Gowrie; Brian R. Kann, Gutlen-

berg; Travis Knight, Webster City; Larry D.

Koch, Aurora; Brett V. Maxwell, Moscow;

Muny G. Mente, Tipton; Michael C. Meyers,

Wesl I .iberty; Joe P Moore. Walker; Hainan G.

Robertson, Mediapolis; Rick Joe Swenson,

Lost Nation; Alan L Vontalge, Manchester;

KANSAS: Jon W. Beam, Holton. Douglas S.

Caldwell, Garden City; Mark Allen Harter, Hoy t;

Aaron Dale Mines, Wellington; Phillip C. Mar-

kley, Dennis; Damon New, Leavenworth; Jeff

Riffel, Tampa; Robert Dean Sunderland,

Fairvlew; Sean M. Towns, Palco; Eltse A Wil-

liams, Osage City; Henry Todd Williams,

Girard; KENTUCKY: Jeff Arnold,

Campbellsville; Richard B. CarrmckJe, Ver-

sailles; Brad ChambTiss, Hardinsburg; Sieve

Clary, Mayslick; David Hemdon, ML Eden;

Barry Alan Hines, Philpot; Kevin P. House,

Versailles; Kimberly Ann O'Banion,

Campbellsville; Clarence A Thomas, Jr., Tay-

lorsville; Phillip S. Williams, Paris; LOUISI-

ANA' Sid P. Lange, Erath; P. Dunn LeDoux, II,

Denham Springs; James M. Meaux, Grand

Chemer; Aubrey Matt Pesnell, Choudranl;

Steve Piitman, Pearl River; Gregory C. Pous-

son, Welsh; TheresaA Theriot, Iowa; MAINE:

FrankA Winslow, Presque tele; MARYLAND:

Kevin Wayne Beali, Clarksburg; Mark Allen

Hooper, Frederick; Donald W. McFarland,

Church Hill; Deborah C. Osborn, Keymar;

Connie Z. Roderuck, Walkersville; David M.

Shriver, Emmitsburg; MASSACHUSETTS:

Susan Cushing, Marion; Michele M. Gouveia,

Berkley; Jeffrey Lafleur, Taunton; MICHIGAN:

Matthew D. Carpenter, Adrian; Patrick T. Dris-

coll, Milan; Noel Lynn Eisenmann, Blissfield;

Dale Allen Johnson, Lakeview; Dan Johnson,

Williamston; Jeffrey Dale Ladd, Deckerville;

Kevin C. Laethem, Si. Louis; Brian Steven Lott,

Howell; Don Miller, Jr., Owosso; Bradley J.

Parrish, Quincy; J. Michael Sigafoose,

Owosso; Jeff Withers, Dowagiac; Stephen T.

Wright, Cassopolis; MINNESOTA: Bruce

Boyum, Wanamingo; Dominick Bunne, Os-

trander; Mark Larry Enter, SL Paul; Tonya J.

Fischer, Butterfield; Darren A Franze, Battle

Lake: Douglas Hartke, Sherbum; Gary Lee

Mauser. New Ulm; Connie M. Helget, SL

James; Scott H Hislop, Mapteton; Lynn Jo-

seph Hoffmann, Morgan. David H. Janson,

Pierz. Todd Meinerts, Luveme; David D. Mil-

brath, Okabena; Gary Richard Reuvers, Far-

ibault BretlW. Rohl, Kenyon; Daniel Ruehling,

Belle Piame. John G. Schmitz, Atwater; Wayne

D. Triplet!, Annandale; Neil Vlasak Montgom-

ery; Randy Westcott, Halstad; MISSISSIPPI:

Jesse Jerome Cornelius, Walnut; Gerald D.

Gamer, Magee; Donnie Hunt, McCool; Robert

Keith King, Ml. Olive; James F. McDonald,

Mendenhall; Donald Ray Nash, Corinth; Scot-

tie L Smith, Philadelphia; David Guy Walker,

Batesville; Phillip Willis, Philadelphia; MIS-

SOURI: Jim D. Brassfielfl. West Plains; David

T. Brown, Clifton Hill; Samuel R. Clapper,

Pierce City: Douglas A. Dampf, California;

James K. Dooley, Novelty; Marc Leon Ed

mondson, Cassville; James Hardy, Grant City;

Robert Glen Hirst, Tipton; Thad Hood, Aurora;

Thomas B. Hurst. Tarkio; Bradley J. Kemp,

Billings; Lonnie Lepper, Olean; Bobby David

Lowrey. Parma; R. Edward Miller. Jr.. Belle;

Paul H. Mizer, Marshall; Roy Lee Moore, Prin-

ceton; Kevin E. Morey, Lamar; Brian Keilh

Mulnix, Ridgeway; John W. Nadler, Wright

City; Douglas A Roth, Harrisonville; Jeff M.

Slinkard Jr., Advance; Jim Spencer, Jr., Ro

gersville; Ricky Stine, Aurora; Melody FL Tor

rey, Uniomrifie; Lisa Wills, Perryville; Boyd

Wosoba, El Dorado Springs; David Alan Yar-

ick. Rich Hill; MONTANA: William T. Brownlee,

Big Timber; Christine Canen, Saco; Sheila

Guenzler, Ronan; Uesl Jane Holtz, Fairfield,

Kimberly Kay Knutson, Clyde Park; Todd A
O'Hair, Livingston; Shawn D. Peterson, Living-

ston; Barbara E. Walling, Winifred;

NEBRASKA: John H. Bergmeyer, DeWm.

Kelli L Evans, Hayes Center; Dean Folkers,

Lincoln; Matthew R. Gotschall, Atkinson; Mark

Joseph Hastreiter, Meadow Grove; Bradley L.

Moody, Ainswoith; Jana M. Powles, Bingham;

Jeffrey Lynn Rose, Blue Hill; Robert M. Schef-

fler, Creston; Lynn Schiffern, Atkinson; Jay 6.

Schulze, Hamplon; Steward H. Spath, North

Bend; Scott Alan Stolze, Emerson; Tom F.

Volk, Battle Creek; Byron Wilke, Kimball;

NEVADA: Lincoln D. Dahl, Deeth; Heather S.

Macfarfane, Yerington; Joseph R. Payne, Elko;

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Susan E. St. Clair,

Strafford; NEW JERSEY: Edgar David Emley,

New Egypt; Thomas Hartung, Belvidere; Linda

Pool, Mickleton; Patricia R. Rupell.

Washington; NEW MEXICO: Christopher Oe-

ments, Tinnie; Steve Copeland, Mountainarr;

Deedra Dinwiddie, Roswall; David C. FrazJer,

Melrose; Michael R. Harbour, Anthony; Kaye

Jones, Bosque Farms; Bryan D. Norman,

Walrous; Marvin Pounds, Corona; James E.

Spiller. Aztec; NEW YORK: Michael Austin,

Waverfy; Paul 0. Colgan, Ellenburg Depot;

Joseph S. Cornell, Greenwood; Cherie L
EnglebrechL Madison; Andrew P. Gurda, Pine

Island; Peter L Holmes, New Woodstock; Joel

G. Raul, Greenville; Jeffrey N Simmons, Penn

Yan; Kirk Patrick Zinkievich, Medina; NORTH

CAROLINA Karen Sue Barwick, Mount Olive;

Erik Cooper Beard, Stalay; Gary D. Cooper,

Leicester; Dennis Durham, Four Oaks; Kevin

M. East, Thomasvi'le; Michael A Everett,

Blanch; William B. Fouls, Franklin; Ronald B.

Hayes, Clarendon; Charles W. Heriocker, Al-

bemarle; David A Hill, Concord; Christopher

Holder, Liberty; Franklin W. Howey, Jr.,

Monroe; Ervin J. Maye, Wingate; Mickey

McCall, Balsam Grove; Hal Metis. Richlands;

William T. Peace, Jr.. Forest City; Danny Lee

Powers, Rockwell; Steve Russell, Troy; Char-

les Ray Thomas, Winston-Salem; Johnnie D.

TyndaJI. Deep Run; William B. Upchurch, Jr.,

Morrisville; Ricky Joe Warren, Clinton; Andrew

F. YosL Salisbury; NORTH DAKOTA: Nathan

J. Boehm, Mandan; Lee Robert Engetler, New

Salem; Donald W. Evans, Lemmon; Mike

Keify, Tappen; Keith David Medalen, Willow

City; Jon Menus, Finley; Larry Mueller, Cum-

mings; Roy Pepple, Carrington; Michelle K.

Peterson, Mmot; Leah Nada Silha, Bowman;

John Simonson. Beach; Cynthia Ann Sprunk,

Fargo; Curtis Voeller, Rugby; OHIO: Jerry L
Bauerbach, Waterford; Raymond M. Beriswill,

Grafton; Stephen J. Brown, Marietta; Steven

W. Buschur, New Weston; Constance E. Cull-

man, Marysville; John C. Dick, Shelby; Terry A.

Gaskill, Newcomerstown; David F. Gerfen,

Prospect; Rick L Goldstein, Oak Harbor; Eliza-

beth G win, Shreve; Mark Elden Houts, Celina;

Carl Edward Hyme, Amanda; Bill Lamalie,

Fremont; Ron Lortcher, Willard; David G.

Meier, Ft. Recovery; David Miller, Washington

Court House; Scott C. Oberlin, Bryan; Craig

Pitlman, Ashley; Scott T. Ripley, New Philadel-

phia; Mark A Sayers, Grafton; Douglas T.

Schmflmeyer, Versailles; Matthew T. Smith,

Bowling Green; Kenneth A Snider, New Lex-

ington: John Spriggs, LeLand; Scott Allen

Slander. Ml Blanchard; Todd DeanSlockwell,

Galena; Brent Alan Swackhamer, Laureville;

Damn Scott Troy er, Dundee; Allen D. Weaver,

Johnstown: Honora Renee' Wilson, Galena;

Tony A Zartman, Payne; OKLAHOMA:

Robed Kyle Barney, Caton; Jesseca Ann

Black, Logan: Lyle Blakley, Oologah; Kevin

Andrew Broce, Amorita; John Milton Bybee,

Apache; Rodrick M. Caldwell, Glencoe; Ian

Bruce Chapman, Madill; John David Cook,

Cushing; Mervin Custer, Logan; John Paul

Fellers, Byron; Kevin Grant Fenbn, Stgler;

Dale Wayne Glazier, Loyal; Kenneth W. Good,

Jr., Medford; Shawn David Grunewald,

Woodward; Tern Lynn Hames, Norman; Boyd

Hamilton, Calera; Jana Hanza, Lawton; Eddie

C. Henderson, Tuttle; Steven Todd Holland,

Erick; David J. Horinek, Newkirk; Jeff David

Hudgins, Stiiwcll. Tobe Lee Irwin, Hartshorne;

Peter Jensen, El Reno; Jay M. Leeper, Alva;

Tim F. Parker, Lindsay; Bud Neal Patterson,

Meno; Denise E Ruhl, Kingfisher; R. Benjamin

Sherrer, Claremore; ScottA Slandridge, Lind-

say; Sean Robert Sleiner, Weatherford; Leo

Edward Tomsu, Medford; David Vap, Newkirk;

James D. Vardy, Manchester; James David

Weston, Custer City; Charles White, Tipton;

OREGON: Michael C. Alps, Madras: John K.

Bradshaw, Central Point; Timothy Alan Clark,

Astoria; Brenda Coleman, Turner; Craig F.

Coleman, Woodburn; Eric C. Coppock,

Adams; Dale Joseph Evers, Banks; Kristi Lea

Fletcher, Tillamook; Christopher Kili.on, Asto-

ria; Harvey L Kuenzi, Salem ; Frank Carl P rantl,

Gervais; Howard D. Sand, Roseburg;

PENNSYLVANIA Carl Warren Allen, Gran-

ville Summit; John Samuel Byers, Ship-

pensburg; Eric L Corle, Roaring Spring; Ken-

neth R. Diobold, Atoona; Frank L Hartley,

Ronks; Heather Lyn Hemley, Lebanon; Jamie

C. Mitchell, Berlin; David L Osterberg, East

Springfield; Mark A Rohrbach, Shoe-

makersville; Edwina M. Shoff, Red Lion; Brian

L Sparling, Troy; Michael T. Spayd, Reel-

wood; William R. Walker, Tyrone: Mark E
Welk. Peach Bottom; Edward H. Wilkinson,

Gettysburg; Jeffrey Hitr Zuck, Lebanon;

RHODE ISLAND: Raymond R. Foster. Jr.,

Bradford; SOUTH CAROLINA: Ronald Gene

Graham, Aiken; Jeffrey Paul Jones, Roebuck;

David Warren Slaggs, Spartanburg; Kenneth

B. Thompkins, Mullins; SOUTH DAKOTA:

Jeffrey Hoffman, Bridgewater; Russ Hurfbert,

Clark; Kevin L Kirschenman, Menno; Jeff

Knutson, Clear Lake; Darrel Duane Rennich,

Harrisburg; Bradley Earl Ruden, Groton; Tony

J. Shumaker, Sioux Falls; Jon Alan Sweeter,

Worthing; Lynn Trefz, Onaka; TENNESSEE:

Chet Allen Alexander, Martin; Phillip N. Baker,

Gordonsville; James Henry Balding, Jr.,

Telford; David G. Bell, Dresden; Cindy F Car-

mack, Gates; Kenneth Chumley, Cumberland

Gap; Lynn Alice Cox, Crossville; Keith Davis,

Covington; Jaye LeRon Hamby , Benton; Rich-

ard D. Johnson, Loretto; Todd Manley, New
Market: Barry Armour McWilliams, Halls; Scott

Meeks, Halls; Demon Parker, Woodbury; By-

ron J. Peery, Culleoka; Roger Lewis

Richardson, Christiana; Stacey Kay Spidle,

Watertown; John Morgan Turner, Covington:

Kenneth W. Vickers. McMmnviiie. Mont U.

Welch, Speedwell; James E Wells, Jr..

Cherokee; TEXAS: Gary W. Adamek,

Schulenburg. Shan Dawn Barton, Canadian;

Pamela Dee Bing, Oakwood; Ricky Thomas

Britten, Bryan; Jeff E. Brown, Friona; Shawn R.

Bruns, Schulenburg; Cynthia Gail Charanza,

Caldwell: Bruce Cobb. Lubbock; Geoffrey S.

Cooper, Brownfield; JaimeA Correa, Mission;

Donald W Day, Conroe; Michael W. DuBois,

College Station; Jeff Eichman, Vctoria; Chad

Evans, Agua Dulce: Charies M. Falco, Snook,

Trey Fisher, Hunt; Michael R. Forst, Chappell

Hill; Mary Beth Galloway, Beeville; Rhonda

Gayle Goodson, Palestine; Amey C. Grass-

man, Mansfield; Robert S. Hanson, Livingston;

Lee Harris, Rusk; Robert bnn Hill, Eastland;

Heath Hogan, Cleburne; Kevin R Huffman,

McGregor, Brandon T Hyles. Forth Worth;

Susan C. Jaynes, Texarkana; Mark Wayne

Jochen, Rosenberg; Patricia A Kallus, Edna;

Shannon Raye Kimes, Liberty; Kelley King,

Conroe; Brenl Wayne Lanklord. Howe; James

E. Lasseter, III, New Braunfels; Brandon Luce,

Coahoma; John G. Manning, Corsicana;

James D. McCauley, Gilmer Alan T. McDaniel,

Rockdale; Micheal K McDougald, lola; Tammy

Rene' McKee, Channelview; Timothy S.

Meyer, Goliad: Wendy Milford, Blossom;

Trever Nelson, Ore City; Walter S. Newport IV,

Highlands; Lance Shawn Perry, Merkel; John

Rader, Beeville; Glenn R. Scarbrough, Jr.,

Godley; Rodney Don Schmalriede, McGregor;

Cody Burk Scott, Colorado City; Marty Eart

Seaboum, Henrietta: Delores M. Seeton,

Mansfield; Susan Segura, Schulenburg; Gary

Douglas Simmons, Eastland; Timothy Owen

Singleton, Vidor; Timothy D. Soules. Aledo;

Tom Stilwell, Ringgold; Sheri C. Taliaferro,

Scurry; Terri Sue Thomas, Anson; George R.

Tullos, Humble; Judy Vann, Lampasas; Alexis

Vela, Mission; Stephanie L Walters, Living-

ston; Roger Dale West, Jr., Mineral Wells; Lea

Aden Wheeler, Sugar Land; Mark Alan

Wiethom, McGregor; John David Woody,

Lorena; UTAH: Shane R. Anderson, Ogden;

Kevin A Crane, Sal ma. Craig Ercanbrack,

Santaquin; Michael D. Gowans, Tooele; Brett

Gumey, Aurora; Julie D. Hammond, Fayette;

Blake McNeil, South Summit; Michael G. Pace,

Coalville; William R Perkins, Panguilch; Wor-

rell J. Swallow, Fillmore: Chad Jesse Warren,

Mapleton, VERMONT: Jeffrey 0. Rfield,

Middlebury; VIRGINIA Lena (Lee) F. Arring-

ton, Penhook; Mervin E. Atkinson, Mechan-

ksville; Steve B. Black, Winchester; Dennis

Roy Blalock, Abingdon; Wade L Bushong,

Woodstock; Jimmy Dean Carpenter, Galax;

Daniel Lee Cook, Woodstock; Andrea Susan

Cupp, Bridgewater; William D. Custard, Grot-

toes; Charles Dodd, Mechanicsville; Joseph

Scott Gall more, Floyd
, Jeffery W. Gochenour,

Woodstock; Douglas Harrison, Timberville;

Peter Edward Hicks, Culpeper; Steven Blake

Hopkins, Louisa; Kimberley L Horn, ML Solon;

Scott Richard Jones, Ml. Jackson; Barry W.

Kenny, Woodlawn; Mark Kirby, Mechan-

icsville; Don M. Miles, II, Oyster; Donna Kaye

Mitchell, Abingdon; Gary M. Monroe, Ed-

inburg: Christopher S. Moulden, Cloartxook;

Jeffery G. Reeves, ML Solon; Darrell K.

Ritchie, Abingdon; Bruce Edgar Welch,

Stephens City; David M. Wright Weyers Cave;

WASHINGTON: Shawn Lee Brown, Everett;

Rem ie J. DeRuwe. Washtucna; John Thomas

Enyeart Goldendale; Carol E. Rati, Kelso;

Gina Sophia Grewe, Arlington; Geffrey L
Hoekman, Zillah; Scon W. McKray, Cofvilte;

Melinda M. Moore, Kahioius, Gerald Murphy,

Ephrala; Michael M. Pink, Pasco; Tammi R

Renz, Kahlotus; William E_ Schlosser, Belfair;

Susan Anne Waldher, Pomeroy; Mark Wesen,

Bow; WEST VIRGINIA: Pamela Kay Ash,

Alma; Kenneth D. Baker, Letart; David Alan

Crank, Henderson; Roy Hedrick, Petersburg;

George B. Hoffman, Letart; John H. Kay,

Southside; Teresa C. Kelley, Ripley: Russell T.

Linger, III, Huttortsville; Margaret L Perkins,

Frankford; Harry Knight Perkins, It Frankford;

Larry D. Pyles, Jr., Gallipolis Ferry; WISCON-

SIN: Loren Bobolz, Janesville; Terry P. Byrne,

Neillsville; Steven C. DeMuth, Hazel Green;

Larry Dufek, New Franken; Randy J. Eberle,

Monroe; Thad Espenscheid, Argyle. Dennis

Gdson, Blanchardville; Victoria Henschel,

Elkhart Lake; Daniel Huisheere, Janesville;

Kevin M. Jorgensen, Pine River; Bart J.

Kasten, Reedsville; Brian Krull, Lake Mills;

Mitchell Lemiesz, Markesan; Karl T. Navis,

Waupun; William R. Ny man, Orfordville; Aaron

Opland, Mindoro; Edward C. Peck, Marshall;

Chris J. Peterson, Cashton; Jerome J.

Piechowski, Redgranite; Michael D. Porter,

Fennimore; Scott Pons, Green Bay; Daniel R,

Roberts, Orfordville; Kevin Schweiner, Den-

mark; Thomas Sleiner, New Holstein; Matthew

K. Slerman, Hartford; Jeffrey L Styczynski,

Pulaski: Gary VanDeHei, DePere; James John

Weber, Neosho; Roudell 0. Weber, Cuba City;

Kurt J. Wedig, Gratiot; Mark Alan Wright Jef-

ferson; William J. Wysocki, Custer;

WYOMING: Rosemary Forbes, Kaycee; Kraig

L Krakow, Meriden; Michael D. McConnell,

Laramie; Patrick G. Renner, Meeteetse;

Shane M. Smith, Powell; William Cody Ste-

wart Douglas; John Sioii, Crowheart
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Honors & Awards
Building Our American Communities

Sponsored by RJR Nabisco, Inc.

The Building Our American Commu-
nities (BOAC) awards program salutesFFA
chapters who continually work at making

their communities a better place to live and

work through beneficial improvement proj-

ects. Since 1971 , BOAC has been recogniz-

ing chapters for outstanding community

development.

National Winner
Sumner Chapter, Washington

Western Region

Sumner FFA members felt that knowl-

edge and understanding was a key way to

combat community problems. They identi-

fied five problems and planned the follow-

ing activities: "The Farm Connection" to

take agriculture into the city classroom;

"Refusal Skills," a program to help grade

schoolers learn to live with peer pressure;

"Respect Yourself,"a high school assembly

dealing with the concerns of students; "Kid

Safety Day," a cooperative activity with a

hospital to teach emergency skills; and

"Wool Away Day," a sheep fitting demon-
stration and showing contest for the handi-

Second Place

Holland Chapter, Iowa

Central Region

The chapter converted an abandoned

railroad track between Alton and Orange

City into a two-mile nature trail.

Third Place

Bunnell Chapter, Florida

Southern Region

The chapter conducted a home owner's

fire damage survey to increase fire danger

awareness, planted 4700 acres of trees,

conducted a tree survival survey, and estab-

lished weather stations in their community.

GOLD
FLORIDA: Apopka Junior; Bunnell; ILLINOIS:

Franklin Center; Eastland; Somonauk-Leland;

DeKalb; Bluffs; INDIANA: Randolph Southern;

IOWA: Sfarmont; Sibley; Algona; North Polk;

Marengo; Wilton; Maple Valley; Akron-

Westlield; Valley; Western Dubuque; Buffalo

Center Bison; Rockwell; Webster City;

Creslon; Estherville; Holland; KANSAS:

Arkansas City; Mankato; KENTUCKY:

Spencer; Lyon County; MISSOURI: Union;

OHIO: Amanda-Clearcreek; Elgin; Otsego;

WASHINGTON: North Thurston; Mablon;

Sumner; Elma; WEST VIRGINIA: Marion

County; WISCONSIN: Janesvilte-Parker;

Denmark;

SILVER

ALABAMA: Grand Bay; ARIZONA: Cactus;

ARKANSAS: Delaplaine; Lavaca; CALIFOR-

NIA: Polytechnic; COLORADO: Rocky Ford;

DELAWARE: Milford; FLORIDA: Sarasota

Junior; GEORGIA: Perry; Newton County;

HAWAII: Konawaena; ILLINOIS: Octavia;

Warsaw; Bushnell-Prairie City; Winchester;

INDIANA: Hagerslown; Scottsburg; Carroll

Fort Wayne; Clinton Central; KANSAS: Hill

City; Holcomb; Clay Center; Coffeyville;

Plain*; KENTUCKY: Oldham; Garrard;

MAINE: Limestone; MARYLAND: Clear

Spring; MICHIGAN: Powlerville; MINNE-

SOTA: Luveme; Lanesboro; MISSISSIPPI:

East Marion; MISSOURI: Owensville; Galena;

South Shelby; Cathage; MONTANA:

Missoula; NEBRASKA: Blue Hill; Leigh;

Ravenna; NEVADA: Diamond Mountain-

Eureka; NEW MEXICO: Raton; NORTH

CAROLINA: Northeastern; OHIO: Bowling

Green; Wesl Muskingum; Bloom Carroll; River

Valley; OKLAHOMA: Jenks; OREGON:

Clatsop; PENNSYLVANIA: Clearfield; Twin

Valley; Elizabethtown; SOUTH CAROUNA:
Mullins; Dorman; Thurmond; SOUTH
DAKOTA: Elkton; Bowdle; Clark;

TENNESSEE: Bartlelt; UTAH: Granite ML;

WASHINGTON: Winlock; WEST VIRGINIA:

Mason County Vocational; WISCONSIN:

Turtle Lake; Monroe; Bloomer; WYOMING:

Buffalo; Gillette;

BRONZE
ALABAMA: Jacksonville Gold; George W.

Long; Opelika; Houston County; Ider;

ALASKA: Palmer; ARIZONA: St. David;

CALIFORNIA: ML Whitney-Visalia; COLO-

RADO: Dolores; CONNECTICUT: Northwest-

ern Regional; DELAWARE: Sussex Central;

Caesar Rodney; FLORIDA: Trenton;

HAWAII: Kailua; IDAHO: Kuna; Cambridge;

ILLINOIS: Sycamore; Leal River; Westmer;

Georgetown-Ridge; LOUISIANA: Bemice;

Lee Road Junior; Sumner; MAINE: Caribou;

MASSACHUSETTS: Silver Lake; Bristol;

MICHIGAN: Marshall; MINNESOTA:

Marshall; Sherbum; Belle Plaine; New London-

Spicer; New Ulm; MISSISSIPPI: Pine Grove;

MISSOURI: Carrolllon Area Vo. Tech.; West

Plains; NEBRASKA: Franklin; NEVADA:

Ruby Mountain; NEW HAMPSHIRE: Exeter

Area; Coe-Brown Much-To-Do; NEW
JERSEY: Warren Hills; Allentown; NEW
MEXICO: Goddard; NEW YORK:

Chateaugay; Greenwich; NORTH CARO-
LINA: North Iredell; West Carteret; Northwest;

Mountain Heritage; NORTH DAKOTA:

Bottineau; Williston; OKLAHOMA: Wcleeika;

John Marshall; OREGON: Glide;

PENNSYLVANIA: Warfordsburg; Big Spring;

RHODE ISLAND: Chariho; SOUTH DA-

KOTA: Menno; TENNESSEE: Bradley;

TEXAS: Calallen; Lorena; Clear Creek;

Overton; Banquete High School; UTAH: Lehi;

VERMONT: Central Vermont; VIRGINIA:

Abingdon; Broadway; Patrick" Henry; Park

View; Essex; Northampton; WEST VIRGINIA:

Jefferson; WISCONSIN: Madison East;

Marion; Clear Lake; Marshfield; Evansville;

Green Bay Preble; Blanchardville-Pecatonica;

New Holstein; Black Hawk; Mount Horeb;

Oshkosh West; Aubumdale; New Auburn

National Chapter Safety Awards
Sponsored by Dow Chemical U.S.A. and

Farm & Industrial Equipment Institute

FFA chapters exhibiting superior ef-

forts in promoting health and safety in their

communities, homes and schools were rec-

ognized. A total of 33 gold, 66 silver and 62

bronze emblems were presented Thursday

morning in the Municipal Auditorium.

GOLD
ALABAMA: West Limestone; Daleville

ARKANSAS: Pleasant View FLORIDA:

Sarasota Vo-Ag ILLINOIS: Bluffs; Winchester

INDIANA: Southwestern-Hanover; Clinton

Central IOWA: Cascade; Buffalo Center Bison

KENTUCKY: Spencer County; Gallatin

County LOUISIANA: Denham Springs;

Crowley MARYLAND: Frederick MINNE-

SOTA: Madelia MISSOURI: Osceola; Slater;

Union; Owensville NEBRASKA: Lakeview

NEW MEXICO: Goddard OHIO: Bowling

Green SOUTH CAROLINA: Green Sea Floyds

SOUTH DAKOTA: Menno; Bowdle TEXAS:

Barbers Hill WISCONSIN: Denmark; New
Holstein; Beaver Dam; Marshlield; New
Auburn WYOMING: Douglas

SILVER
ALABAMA: Crossville; Houston County;

Douglas; Jacksonville Gold ARIZONA:

Antelope ARKANSAS: Hartford COLORADO:
Byers; Las Animas FLORIDA: Lake Butler

Junior GEORGIA: Perry ILLINOIS: Warsaw;

Somonauk-Leland; Sycamore; DeKalb;

Clinton; Georgetown; LeRoy; Cissna Park

INDIANA: Carroll Fort Wayne; Woodlan

IOWA: Estherville; Creston; Marengo;

Emmetsburg; Dysart-Geneseo; Vinton

KANSAS: Coffeyville; Centralia; Mankato;

PlaJnvflle;Wamego LOUISIANA: Franklin Sr.

MAINE: Limestone MARYLAND: Walkersville

MINNESOTA: New Ulm MISSISSIPPI: East

Marion MISSOURI: Carl Junction; Carthage

NEBRASKA: Ravenna; Leigh NEW MEXICO:

Raton NEW YORK: Chateaugay; Sherman

NORTH CAROLINA: Forest Hills; Bartlett;

Yancey OHIO: Miami Trace OKLAHOMA:

Purcell OREGON: McKay RHODE ISLAND:

Chariho SOUTH CAROLINA: Pleasant Hill

SOUTH DAKOTA: Roslyn TENNESSEE:

Bartlett UTAH: Lehi VIRGINIA: Liberty Junior

WASHINGTON: Winlock; Elma WEST
VIRGINIA: Mason County Vocational WIS-.

CONSIN: Monroe; Mauston; Oregon; Green

Bay Preble; Clear Lake; ML Horeb; Janesville-

Parker WYOMING: Wind River

BRONZE
ALABAMA: Dale County ARIZONA: Buckeye

CALIFORNIA: ML Whitney DELAWARE:

Milford FLORIDA: Lake Placid GEORGIA:

Cook ILLINOIS: ML Carroll; Westmer;

Waterman IOWA: Webster City; Orient-

Macksburg KANSAS: Jetmore; Marysville

MAINE: Presque Isle MASSACHUSETTS:

Essex MICHIGAN: Fowlerville; Charlotte

MINNESOTA: Willmar; Truman; Lanesboro;

Worthington; Marshall; MISSISSIPPI: Pine

Grove MONTANA: Roundup; Fairfield

NEBRASKA: Blue Hill; Verdigre; Franklin

NEVADA: Carson Valley; Ruby Mountain

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Exeter Area NEW
JERSEY: Cumberland Regional; Newton

NORTH CAROUNA: East Montgomery; Sun

Valley; North Lenoir; North Iredell NORTH
DAKOTA: Elgin; J.E. Eastgate OHIO: East

Clinton; River Valley; West Muskingum

OKLAHOMA: Morrison OREGON: Forest

Grove PENNSYLVANIA: Elizabethtown

SOUTH CAROLINA: Loris TENNESSEE:

Lexington TEXAS: Clear Creek VIRGINIA:

Broadway; Stonewall Jackson Jr.; Essex;

Montevideo Intermediate; Jefferson Forest;

Bluestone Middle; Northampton; Carroll

County WASHINGTON: Yelm WEST VIR-

GINIA: Clay WISCONSIN: De Pere; Green

Bay West; Chilton; Fall Creek
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Agricultural Proficiency Awards
Through FFA and agriculture classes, many

members become highly proficient in their cho-

sen areas. From production of food and fiber to

agribusiness pursuits, these members earned top

honors as national winners in 29 proficiency

areas. Each received a plaque, $1000 and an

expense-paid agricultural tour of Europe to be

taken in 1988. The national winners appear in

bold.

AGRICULTURAL ELECTRIFICATION

Klein Tools, Incorporated; Na-
tional Food& Energy Council, Incorporated,

;

and the General Fund of the National FFA
Foundation

Eastern-Larry Brandt, Archbold, Ohio

Central-Corey M. Popma, Pipestone, Minnesota

Southern-Jim Nussbaumer, Groveland, Florida

Western-Randall Gardner, Kaufman, Texas

AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS

Case I

H

Eastern-Greg Burbick, Columbiana, Ohio

Central-Rich Bcrgstrom, Adams, Minnesota

Southern-Eddie Rollins, Cleveland, Tennessee

Western-Ronnie Bass, Chowchilla, California

AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING

Carnation Company

Western-Brett Ramsey, Jones, Oklahoma

Central-Howard Ritz, Willmar, Minnesota

Eastcm-DavidM. Shriver, Emmilsburg,

Maryland

Southern-Clayton Bozcman, Harrogate,

Tennessee

AGRICULTURAL SALES AND/OR SERVICE

Babson Bros. Co.; General Motors Corpora-

tion,; ICI Americas Inc.

Central-David K. Perkins, Hudson, Indiana

Eastcm-John Andrew, Ackley, Bridgeton, New

Southern-Kerry B. McLanay, Geneva, Alabama

Western-Jack Chapman, Le Grand, California

BEEF PRODUCTION

Ford New Holland Inc. and Nasco Division/

Nasco International, Incorporated

Central-Clay Crumbaugh, Breckenrldge,

Michigan

Eastcm-Brcnda S. Liu, Lexington, Ohio

Southern-Adrian 1. Land, Halchbend, Florida

Western-Tina Marie Guest, Hawk Springs,

Wyoming

CEREAL GRAIN PRODUCTION

Chrysler Motors and Unocal Corporation

Eastern-Kirk Keefer, Athens, Ohio

Central-Neal Haycnga, Kings, Illinois

Souihem-Russell Meeks, Halls, Tennessee

Westem-Scotl Leroy Johnson, Afton, Oklahoma

DAIRY PRODUCTION

American Breeders Service; Alfa-Laval Agri,

Inc. and Manna Pro Corporation

Western-Tim Souza, Tulare, California

Central-Jim Good, Caledonia, Michigan

Eastern-Jonathan S. Ward. Lexington, North

Carolina

Southern-Thomas Brian Beaty, McDonald, Ten-

DIVERSIFIED CROP PRODUCTION

CargilL, Incorporated

Eastern-John Davis, Delaware, Ohio

Central-Steven R. Malcolm, Hunleriown,

Indiana

Southern-Chadwick A. Hodges, Elkmonl,

Alabama

Western-David W. Stolworthy, Shelley, Idaho

DIVERSIFIED LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

Pharris Diversified Investments, Inc. and

Wayne Feed Division/Continental Grain Com-

pany

Eastern-David F. Gerfen, Prospect, Ohio

Central-Kent Liechty, Berne, Indiana

Southern-Brian Keith Clinkscales, Starr, South

Carolina

Western-William F. Steel, Eaton, Colorado

FEED GRAIN PRODUCTION

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Incorporated

Central-Brian M. Cbausse, Nokomls, Illinois

Easlem-Scott Stciner, Kenton, Ohio

Southern-Cindy F. Carmack, Gates, Tennessee

Western-Robert M. Brown, Jr., Victoria, Texas

FIBER CROP PRODUCTION

Sandoz Crop Protection Corporation and the

GeneralFundoftheNationalFFA Foundation

Eastern-Michael S. McLamb, Roseboro,

North Carolina

Central-Kevin McClung, Parma, Missouri

Southern-Ryan Burchficl, Newbem, Tennessee

Western-Kyle Smith, Tipton, Oklahoma

FLORICULTURE

American Floral Endowment and The Lerio

Corporation and The Paul Ecke Poinsettia

Ranch; and the General Fund ofthe National

FFA Foundation

Central-John Joseph Porior, Oshkosh,

Wisconsin

Eastem-Tabilha L. Woodlief, Dunn, North

Carolina

Southern-Ronnie Allen Hughes, Arlington,

Tennessee

Westem-Jason R. Grant, Fairbanks, Alaska

FORAGE PRODUCTION

Northrup King Company; Gehl Company and

the GeneralFund ofthe NationalFFA Foun-

dation

Central-John Vandenberg, Greenwood,

Indiana

Eastern-Jerry L. Horn, Jr., New Philadelphia,

Ohio

Souihem-David Moyers, Speedwell, Tennessee

Westem-Neal Velthuizen, Everson, Washington

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Stone Container Corporation and the General

Fund of the NationalFFA Foundation

Western-Dennis Prante, Elma, Washington

Central-Brad Tolzman, Ogilvie, Minnesota

Eastern-John Baughman, Stephens City,

Virginia

Southern-Larry Williams, Madison, Alabama

FRUIT AND/OR VEGETABLE PRODUCTION

Briggs & Sfmiton Corporation Foundation,

Incorporated

Central-Matthew A. Rekeweg, Woodburn,

Indiana

Eastern-Charles J. Ax, HI. Middleburg,

Pennsylvania

Southern-Bobby Brian Pullen, Boaz, Alabama

Western-John Tobol, Ronan, Montana

HOME AND/OR FARMSTEAD IMPROVEMENT

Upjohn,TUCO,AsgrowandO'sGold,Agricul-

turat Division ofThe Upjohn Company

Eastern-Todd Raines, Seaman, Ohio

Central-Timothy D. Scheiderer, Woodburn,

Indiana

Southern-Raymond Homick, Avon Park,

Florida

Western-Mark Chatelain, Cody, Wyoming

HORSE PROFICIENCY

American Quarter Horse Association

Central-Tee Jay Miller, Ashby, Nebraska

Eastern-Donald Ben Munro, Ashboro, North

Carolina

Southcm-Reed Kelly, Dyersburg, Tennessee

Westem-Loree Crow, Hilmar, California

NURSERY OPERATIONS

MSD AGVET Division ofMerck & Company,

Incorporated and the General Fund of the

NationalFFA Foundation

Southern-Anthony Lee Curtis, McMinnvllle,

Tennessee

Central-Kevin DeYoung, DeMotte, Indiana

Eastern-Nicholas W. Baughman, Bolkins, Ohio

Western-Lisa Rtenstra, Fallbrook, California

OIL CROP PRODUCTION

The Chicago Board of Trade; FMC Corpora-

tion andthe GeneralFundofthe NationalFFA
Foundation

Central-Paul Miles, Owensboro, Kentucky

Eastern-Rodney Dean Miller, Jr., Washington

Court House, Ohio

Southern-James Dale Ladd, Lake City, Arkansas

Westem-Christie Merriman, Atwood,

Oklahoma

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.SA.

Central-Pam Peterson, Berwyn, Nebraska

Easlem-Roxarme L. Rowan, Middletown,

Delaware

Southern-Roger D. Free, Benton, Tennessee

Western-Joe Wcscott, Elma, Washington

PLACEMENT IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

DEKALB Corporation

Western-Paul F. LaDue, Elma, Washington

Central-Robert Purintun, Evansville, Wisconsin

Eastern-Dale Balmer, Lebanon, Pennsylvania

Southem-Walt Carter, Avon Park, Florida

POULTRY PRODUCTION

Pitman-Moore, Inc.; Chore-Time Equipment,

Incorporated and Red Brand fence/Made by

Keystone Steel and Wire Company

Central-Paul Foss, Maddock, North Dakota

Eastern-Ron Kelly, Candor, North Carolina

Southern-James Terry Madewell, Cottontown,

Tennessee

Westem-Prcston Harward, Richfield, Utah

SHEEP PRODUCTION

American Sheep Producers Council, Incorpo-

rated/Sheep Industry Developement Program,

Incorporated; and the General Fund of the

NationalFFA Foundation

Southern-Tim Sumrow, Halls, Tennessee

Central-Ty A. Coil. Greenfield, Indiana

Eastern-Larry Todd Garber, Pleasant Valley,

Virginia

Western-Wendy LynnGerhart, Broadview, New

Mexico

SOIL AND WATER MANAGEMENT

Ford New Holland, Inc.

Central-John Brian Priest, Diagonal, Iowa

Eastern-Brian McDermitt, Leiart, West Virginia

Southern-Mark Wayne Phcnice. Welsh,

Louisiana

Westem-Kelby Swallow, Howell. Utah

Continued on the r.



Agriculture's New Spirit Kansas City, MO

Proficiency

Award
Continuedfrom the previous page.

SPECIALTY ANIMAL PRODUCTION

Purina Mills, Incorporated and the General

Fund ofthe National FFA Foundation

Eastern-Rueben Bilton, Collins, Ohio

Central -Daniel D. Piechowski, Redgranite,

Wisconsin

Southern-Clayton Richardson, Gresham, South

Carolina

Western-Freddy Wells, Mounds, Oklahoma

SPECIALTY CROP PRODUCTION

RJR Nabisco, Inc.

Southern-Tim Carver, Gray, Tennessee

Central-Allan David Spahn, DeForest,

Wisconsin

Eastern-Timothy Worley, Leicester, North

Carolina

Weslem-Dewayne Hondo, Burley, Idaho

SWINE PRODUCTION

Pfizer Incorporated/Agricultural Division

Eastern-Scott Stauffer, Arlington, Ohio

Central-Roger T. Rilchey, Burlington, Indiana

Southern-Bryan S. Romine, Rogersville,

Alabama

Western-Dale Schwartz, San Angelo, Texas

TURF AND LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT

O. M. Scott& Sons

Central-Karen Anderson, Crestwood,

Kentucky

Eastern-Patrick J. Manfreda, Bloomfield,

Connecticut

Southern-Monty C. McWilliams, Halls,

Tennessee

Westem-Ken Eriksen, Puyallup, Washington

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
The Prudential Foundation

Central-Robert Zellmer, Waupaca,

Wisconsin

Eastem-Tim Moody, Zanesville, Ohio

Southern-Frank Scott, Avon Park, Florida

Western-Rod Carder, Kerman, California

National FFA Contests

National Contests
National FFA Contests promote a spirit of competition among students. Participating

FFA members demonstrated skills and techniques they acquired through classworkandFFA.

Contests were held at locations around the Kansas City area—from the Kansas City

Stockyards to the Hyatt Regency Hotel to Swope Park. Winning teams were announced at

meal functions in their honor and recognized on stage.

Agricultural Mechanics

Sponsored by Firestone Trust Fund

First Place Team: Troy, Missouri, Coyle

Justus, Mark Leitman, Michael Burris

High Individual: Michael Burris, Troy,

Missouri

Dairy

Sponsored by Associated Milk Producers,

Incorporated

First Place Team: Owatonna, Minnesota,

Dan Jirele, Pamela Jackel, Brad Lewison

High Individual: Brad Lewison,

Owatonna, Minnesota

Dairy Foods

Sponsored by Mid-America Dairymen,

Incorporated and Patz Sales, Inc.

First Place Team: Hanford, California,

Isabel Oliveira, Cara Giacomazzi, Michelle

Fochetu"

High Individual: Eric Heims, Coggon,

Iowa

Farm Business Management
Sponsored by John Deere

First Place Team: Madelia, Minnesota,

Lori Michels, Jen Sluiter, Gary Schmiesing

High Individual: Brent Boettcher,

Spencer, Nebraska

Floriculture

Sponsored by the National FFA Foundation

General Fund

First Place Team: Junction City, Oregon,

Earl Freepons, Patricia Sorenson, Don

Biswell

High Individual: Earl Freepons, Junction

City, Oregon

Forestry

Sponsored by Homelite Division of Textron,

Inc. and Temple-Eastex, Incorporated

First Place Team: Atlanta, Georgia, Chris

Johnston, Walt Register, Steve Denard

High Individual: Chris Johnston, Atlanta,

Livestock

Sponsored by Purina Mills, Inc.

First Place Team: Mason, Texas, Julie

Jordon, Jason Marek, Glen E. Martin

High Individual: Glen E. Martin, Mason,

Texas

Meats

Sponsored by Geo. A. Hormel & Co. and

Oscar Mayer Foods Corporation

First Place Team: Clovis, California,

Robert Allen, Brandon Beal, Jenni Simons

High Individual: Daryl Real, San Antonio,

Texas

Nursery/Landscape

Sponsored by American Association of

Nurserymen, Inc.; Cotter& Company;

Kubota Tractor Corporation and Wholesale

Nursery Growers of America, Incorporated

First Place Team: Milwaukie, Oregon,

Dennis Jones, Jeff Graham, Shannon Yost

High Individual: RobertRagland.Loving-

ston, Virginia

Poultry

Sponsored by Pilgrim's Pride Corporation

and Tyson Foods, Inc. and National

Foundation

First Place Team: San Antonio, Texas,

Shane Zoeller, Kyle Morgenroth, Glenn

Stolowski

High Individual: Kyle Morgenroth, San

Antonio, Texas



Agriculture's New Spirit

National Chapter Award
Sponsored by the National FFA Foundation

General Fund

The National FFA Chapter Award

Program has been honoring superior FFA
chapters for their excellence in chapter ac-

tivities since 1930. Each chapter wasjudged

on performance in U areas: Supervised

Occupational Experience Program (SOEP),

alumni relations, cooperative activities,

community service, leadership develop'

ment, earning and savings, slate and

tional activities, conductofmeetings.schol

arship, public relations and recreation.

Schools were ranked as gold, silver or

bronze emblem chapters.

GOLD

ARIZONA: Peoria ARKANSAS: Riverside

CALIFORNIA: Kingsburg COLORADO:
Flagler; Valley GEORGIA: Perry High;

Colquitt County; Berrien IDAHO: Kuna

ILLINOIS: Sycamore; Bushnell-Prairie City;

Clinton; Leroy; DeKalb; Amboy; Salem; Cissna

Park; Chicago Ag Science; Sparland; Water-

man; Georgetown-Ridgefarm; Warsaw

INDIANA: Woodlan; Clinton Central IOWA:

North Linn; Algona; Manchester; Creslon

KANSAS: Mankato; Jackson Heights; Hill City;

Plainville KENTUCKY: Spencer County;

Oldham County; Lyon County; Scott County;

Reidland LOUISIANA: Carencro; Hathaway

High School MICHIGAN: Unionville-

Sebewaing Area; Corunna MINNESOTA:

New Ulm; Cannon Falls MISSOURI: Troy;

Union; Carthage; Owensville NEBRASKA:
Leigh NEW MEXICO: Goddard; Las Cruces;

Animas OHIO: New Lexington; Anna;

Marysville; East Clinton OKLAHOMA: Elgin;

Central High; Morrison; Adair; Altus; Ripley

SOUTH DAKOTA: Elkton; Roslyn

TENNESSEE: Cherokee; White House;

Bradley, McMinn County; Bartlett TEXAS:

Kingwood; Cleburne; Calallen; Mansfield;

Dumas VIRGINIA: James Wood; Broadway;

Strasburg; Spotswood; Montevideo Intermedi-

ate; Laurel Park WASHINGTON: Elma;

Winlock; Evergreen; Mountain View WIS-

CONSIN: Denmark; Marshlield; Clear Lake

WYOMING: Gillette

SILVER

ALABAMA: Marbury; Crossville; Dale County;

Ider ARKANSAS: Lonoke CAUFORNIA: ML
Whitney-Vlsalia COLORADO: Delta FLOR-

IDA: Sarasota Vo-Ag; Trenton; Avon Park;

Chiefland Senior; Gairjier; Ponce de Leon

Senior GEORGIA: Banks County; Gilmer

County IDAHO: Meridian ILLINOIS:

Westmer; Hampshire; Teutopolis; Winchester;

Franklin Center; Somonauk-Leland INDIANA:

Shenandoah; Benton Central; Southmont;

Angola; Carroll IOWA: Guttenberg; DeWitt

Central; Mount Ayr; Vinton; Albumett;

Marengo; Linn-Mar; North Polk; Buffalo Center

Bison; Estherville; Aplington KANSAS:

Cherryvale; Labette County; Clay Center;

Uniontown KENTUCKY: Barren County;

Apollo; Breckinridge County; Lone Oak

LOUISIANA: Oak Grove High MARYLAND:
Caloctm MICHIGAN: Marshall; Charlotte

MINNESOTA: Greenbush; Willmar MIS-

SOURI: Four Rivers AVTS-Washington; El

Dorado Springs; Chillicolhe; Stockton;

Lakeland; Osceola; Cass County Voc.-Teo;

Carl Junction; Monroe City R-l NEBRASKA:

Lakeview NEVADA: Ruby Mountain; Diamond

Mountain-Eureka NEW JERSEY: Allenlown

NEW YORK: Tri-Valley NORTH CAROLINA:

Bartlett Yancey NORTH DAKOTA: Rugby

OHIO: Bloom-Carroll; Miami Trace; Greenville;

National Trail; Maplewood Area JVS; River

Valley; Liberty Center; Talawanda OKLA-

HOMA: Pawnee; Tipton PENNSYLVANIA:

Twin Valley SOUTH CAROLINA: Dorman;

Green Sea Floyds SOUTH DAKOTA: Menno

TENNESSEE: Riverside; Powell Valley;

Martin-Westview; Polk TEXAS: Bryan;

Baytown, Robert E. Lee; Katy; East Central;

Ross S. Sterling UTAH: Bear River; Tooele

VERMONT: Enosburg VIRGINIA: Essex; Fort

Deliance WASHINGTON: Sumner WEST
VIRGINIA: Mason County Vocational; Marion

County WISCONSIN: Bloomer; New

Richmond; Blanchardville-Pecatonica;

Mauston; Monroe; De Pere; Delavan-Darien;

Janesville-Parker; New Auburn; Granton

WYOMING: Douglas

BRONZE

ALABAMA: George W. Long; Ardmore;

Scottsboro; Douglas ARIZONA: Antelope

ARKANSAS: Marshall; Hartford; Stuttgart

CALIFORNIA: Bloomington; Norco COLO-

RADO: Moffat County; Byers CONNECTI-

CUT: Housatonic Valley; Northwestern

Regional DELAWARE: Miltord; Smyrna

FLORIDA: Tate Senior; Orlando-Colonial;

Lafayette Senior; Lake Butler Senior; West

Orange; Newberry; Lake Butler Junior;

Wildwood Senior; South Sumter Senior

GEORGIA: Cherokee; Pierce County

HAWAII: Kailua INDIANA: North Montgom-

ery; Tipton; Ml. Vernon; Clinton Prairie;

Southwestern-Hanover KANSAS: Centralia;

Concordia KENTUCKY: Gallatin County;

Logan County LOUISIANA: Crowley; Midland

MAINE: Presque Isle; Limestone MICHIGAN:

Ubly; Breckenridge; Byron; Hopkins

MINNESOTA: Plamview; Madelia; Truman;

Lakefield; Sherbum MISSISSIPPI: Nettlelon;

Carthage MISSOURI: Ozark; McDonald

County MONTANA: Fairfield; Flathead

NEBRASKA: Verdigre; Two Rivers; St.

Edward; Blue Hill; Norn's; Tri County; West

Holt; East Butler; Fullerton NEW JERSEY:

Warren Hills NEW YORK: Barker NORTH
CAROLINA: North Iredell; West Carteret;

Chase; Sun Valley; Orange; Southern Wayne;

Forest Hills NORTH DAKOTA: Jamestown;

Lisbon; Finley-Sharon; Williston OHIO:

Amanda-Clearcreek; Mississinawa Valley;

Wauseon OKLAHOMA: Laverne; Durant;

Martow; Weatherlord; Holdenville; Jet-Nash;

Konawa; Burlington; Fairview; Weleetka;

Wellslon; Chisholm; Piedmont; Kingston;

Stroud; Thomas; Tecumseh; Oologah; Allen;

Perry OREGON: Yamhill-Carlton; Elgin;

Canby; Glide PENNSYLVANIA: Grassland;

Lower Dauphin; Middleburg RHODE ISLAND:

Scituate SOUTH CAROLINA: Pleasant Hill

SOUTH DAKOTA: Grolon TENNESSEE:

Woodbury; Lexington; Clarksville-Northeasl;

Meigs County TEXAS: McGregor; Jacksboro;

Midland; Gilmer; Livingston; Northwest:

Raymondville; Kingsville; South Garland;

Frankslon; Brownsboro; Garland; Pleasanlon;

Lorena UTAH: Layton VIRGINIA: Caroline;

Carroll County; Lee-Davis; Blairs; Jefferson

Forest; Stonewall Jackson Jr.; Appomattox

Senior WEST VIRGINIA: Clay; Jefferson

WISCONSIN: Black Hawk - South Wayne;

Beaver Dam; Westby; Evans* Vo. Ag.

Computers in Agriculture
Sponsored by AgrlData Resources, Inc.

FFA members who are on top of com-
puter technology were recognized for their

achievements on stage. Already awarded

their honors at the National Computers in

AgricultureSeminar in Washington, D.C. in

August, winners took another bow at the

60th convention.

This program recognizes FFA mem-
bers who have achieved and made the most

progress in using computers in agriculture

and agribusiness. They are judged on their

ability to adapt computer technology to

benefit themselves, their Supervised Occu-

pational Experience Program and the local

FFA chapter.

National Winner— Robert L Nickolaus,

Hampton FFA Chapter, Hampton, Nebraska

1st Runner-Up— Ellen Maria Williams,

Eastern Randolph FFA Chapter, Slaley, North

Carolina

2nd Runner-Up— Randi Ray, Chowchilla

FFA Chapter, Chowchilla, California

3rd Runner-Up— Scott McKee, Liberal FFA

Chapter, Liberal, Missouri

4th Runner-Up— John Rygh, Hermislon FFA

Chapter, Hermiston, Oregon

ALABAMA: Kenneth James Thomas, Geneva;

ALASKA: Mitchell 0. Mason, Palmer;

ARKANSAS: Bart Barber, Lake City;

CALIFORNIA: Randi Ray, Chowchilla;

COLORADO: Keith w. Melcher, Holly;

CONNECTICUT: James R. Allyn, Ledyard;

DELAWARE: Jacqueline Draper, Fellon;

FLORIDA: Ronny Brame, Newberry; GEOR-

GIA: Tim Brooks, Summerville; IDAHO: Laurie

Olen, Meridian; ILLINOIS: Derek A Etnyre,

Thomson; INDIANA: Dale Davis, Frankfort;

IOWA: Mark Ploegstra, Alleman; KANSAS:

David Berg, Neodesha; KENTUCKY: Glenn

Morgan Salyer, Stanton; MAINE: Scott

Goldberg, Limestone; MICHIGAN: Matt

Howard, Lowell; MINNESOTA: Kim Nolting,

Ortonville; MISSISSIPPI: Lynn Bridges, Ripley;

MISSOURI: Scott McKee, Liberal; MONTANA:

Tony Hartman, Joliet ; NEBRASKA: Robert L.

Nickolaus, Hampton; NEVADA: Matthew

James Dahl, Wells; NEW JERSEY: Ann

Andrews, Columbus; NEW MEXICO: Deanna

Veck, Animas; NEW YORK: Cynthia Dawn

Lighthall, Munnsville; NORTH CAROLINA:

Ellen Maria Williams, Ramseur; NORTH
DAKOTA: Paul Sandstrom, Lisbon; OHIO:

Dick C. Reichenbach, Ada; OKLAHOMA: Jay

Lee Overton, Pond Creek; OREGON: John

Rygh, Hermislon; PENNSYLVANIA: Gary

Lightner, Dover; SOUTH CAROLINA: Billy

Carter, Spartanburg; SOUTH DAKOTA: Troy

Deutsch, Roslyn; TENNESSEE: Danny W.

McCampbell, Maryville; TEXAS: Tracy Nolen,

Sealy; UTAH: Greg Ross Snow, Vernal;

VIRGINIA: Jennifer Lee Schoffstall,

Damascus; WASHINGTON: Rick A. Stark-

enburg, Lynden; WEST VIRGINIA: Michael

Stiles. Hambleton; WISCONSIN: Leslie W.

Danielson, Cadott; WYOMING: Mike Lynch,

Encampment



Agriculture's New Spii

Speaking Contests
Extemporaneous

Speaking
Sponsored by American Farm Bureau

Federation

Jeff Gilliam

Lexington FFA Chapter Lexington,

'Using the Science and Business

Agriculture to Improve the Agricul-

tural Industry'

Fellow future farmers, honorable judges

and distinguished guests, let us look at how
we can use the science and business of

agriculture to improve the agricultural in-

dustry.

Before we look at any improvements or

changes that can take place, let us pause just

a moment and look at where we are today in

American agriculture. The 2.17 million

farmers in America this year, even with 20

percent of their land set aside through gov-

ernment programs, raised 7.14 billion bush-

els of com. Now this probably would have

been a record crop, but as I said the govern-

ment laid aside the land, and the American

farmerhas become so productive that he still

produced over seven billion bushels ofcom.

Now let us look at what has happened in

the past 60 years to make the American

farmer so productive. We have seen steel-

wheeled machines called tractors revolu-

tionize how we till our soil. We have seen an

industry called biochemistry revolutionize

with genetic hybrids and come up with new
species ofcom plants and animals that grow

faster and much more efficiently than they

did In the past. And last, but certainly not

least, we have seen a small machine called

the computer revolutionize how American

farmers manage their money and keep rec-

ords there on their farm.

With all these improvements, letus look to

agriculture's, bright future. Developments

in the science of agriculture, including new
techniques in fanning, that have developed

at colleges and businesses around America.

Most of these developments have been to

stem the farm strangler— erosion. No-till

planting, contour planting and other devel-

opments have again revolutionized how
American farmers grow their crops.

Biotechnology, new improvements in

genetics, have made faster growing plants

and animals. And specifically, new devel-

opments, PST for example. Porcine soma-

totropin has increased hog growth 14 per-

cent, increased feed efficiency 20 percent

while decreasing the percentage of fat on a

swine's body by 30 percent.

Now in the business aspect of agriculture,

recent mergers in the agricultural business

industry have made businesses far more

efficient than they have been in the past.

Mergers in the agricultural implement in-

dustry, such as Case International Harvestor

and Ford New Holland have developed

some of the newest, most efficient diesel

engines that have ever been invented by

mankind. And last but not least, computers

in agricultureand agricultural business have

improved record keeping and management

techniques. And in the future, they will be

used to use scenarios so that farmers may

look ahead and input different variables as

to how they might plant their land or what

animals they might raise.

Last but certainly not least, we must look

at the management aspect of agriculture. It

has been said that the good manager in the

future will raise the food and the sorry

manager will beg for the food. American

agriculture is looking up with new manage-

ment techniques that are being taught

through the Future Fanners of America and

vocational agriculture. New management

techniques that are being taught in agricul-

tural colleges on campuses all across Amer-

ica. And yet still the American farmers'

number is continually dwindling. How with

this dwindling number of farmers can the

American farmer keep up and continue to

feed the world?

With these new developments that I men-

tionedand developments on the horizon that

we cannot even imagine. Say for instance

we go to space and build a space station on

the moon. Then whoknows what lies ahead

and what developments? Maybe possibly

we could split the genes ofan apple tree and

com plantand have an apple tree that instead

ofapples it produces ears of com. Or maybe

on the moon, we could invent a substance or

herbicide that kills all of the pests and plants

known to mankind today that rob our soil of

nutrients needed by our com, soybeans,

wheat and milo.

Who is to say what changes lie ahead,

but the changes will be guided by you and I,

the Future Farmers of America. I want to

leave you with a thought about change and

opinion of Mr. Lane Palmer, die editor of

Farm Journal.

There is a new America every morning

when we wake up. This new America is the

summation of many small changes, a new

industry here, a new school there or a new

parking lot where there had only been

swampland before. But changes nonethe-

less that add up to a broad transformation of

our own lives. Our task is to simply guide

these changes. For though change is inev-

itable, change for the better is a fulltimejob.

If you and I continue to guide these

changes and the changes that will come in

the future then we will as LanePalmer put it,

have an ever renewing society that matures

into a system of continuous renewal and

rebirth.

Prepared Public Speaking
Sponsoredby the FMC Foundation

'Going, Going, But Not Gone!'

Scott Stewart

Bethel FFA Chapter

Bethel High School

Stillwater, Oklahoma
(Auction Chant)

Going once, going twice, going three

times, gone. A single tear rolls down the

weathered cheek of a Fifty-eight year old

entrepreneur as he takes a final look across

his farm that hasjust been sold to the highest

bidder at a foreclosure auction. He has put

twenty-five years* worth of days, which

stretched from dawn to dark, seven days a

week into that farm. Now, a pile of old

calendars is all he has to show for his

twenty-five years of dedication to the

people of the world.

The American farmer is facing serious

problems— problems that if left unchecked

will become everyone' s-problem. Problems

in the agricultural sector are so threatening

because of the wide scope of the agriculture

—one of the most uncertain industries of

this decade.

Despite its uncertainties, agriculture

remains one of the strongest economic in-

fluences in the United States. However,

governmental monetary, fiscal, and trade

policies, and economic influences outside

of agriculture continue to create conditions

which gravely endanger the American

farmer. Experts estimate that 238 farmers

fail in America each day. Victims of low

income, rising debt-ioasset ratios, unstable

interest rates, and asset values which have

declined approximately 50% since 1981,

are being forced to develop other work skills

because their farms have been sold to satisfy

creditors.

Outside factors have contributed to the

conditions that are endangering our farms;

however, they are in no way exclusively to

blame. The failing farmers have brought

much of this misfortune upon themselves

simply because they have been unable and,

at times, unwilling to make businesslike

management decisions that are essential to

this troubled industry. Farmers have pur-

chased land that cannot cash flow, bought

new equipment when it would be cheaper to

buy used equipment or lease, and continued

to pursue enterprises which are losing

money solely because of family tradition.

Pride, emotion, and tradition have been al-

lowed to influence management decisions.

If continued, this practice will sanction the

death of the family farm. The death of the

family farm represents not only the loss of a

form ofagriculture and the phasing outofan

important part of this industry, but also

represents loss of equipment, land, homes,

and a way of life for thousands of rual

Americans.

But there is promise in the future of

agriculture — an opportunity to apply ap-

propriate management skills that can re-

verse negative cash flows and resolve many

of today's problems relative to traditional

agriculture. It represents the mostrecentand

innovative development in farm business

management— alternative agriculture.

Alternative agriculture is not an alter-

native to agriculture nor the solution in

every situation, but it is a new and exciting

management method that encourages op-

erators to become creative in enterprise

selection. Through alternative agriculture, a

grain producer may choose to convert a few

acres of land to fruit or vegetable produc-

tion. A livestock producer might consider

modifying a stock pond to raise catfish or

perhaps raise a small herd of angora goats.

These alternatives and others can, by them-

selves or in conjunction with complemen-

tary enterprises, broaden the financial base

of a farm, making sudden market fluctua-

tions, crop failure, or other money-losing

situations less devastating to the farm as a

whole. However, incorporating alternative

agricultural strategies and avoiding many of

the external influences causing problems

today does not remove that danger of pride,

emotion, and tradition.

In order to survive, agriculturists must

apply the management practices necessary

to compete in this industry. Vocational

education is training our high school stu-

dents, through vocational agriculture and

theFFA, to make intelligentdecisions based

upon the practical application of business

skills. I feel confident that I have developed

the business skills that will be my tools in

pursuing an agricultural career. Theagricul-

tural economy may be weak, but the FFA is

making certain that the futue of agriculture

will be strong. If today's FFA members are

any indication of what tomorrow holds, we

can be assuredofa productive and profitable

farm economy in the near future.

The FFA is encouraging tomonow's

producers to become familiar with accurate

record keeping, cash flow projections, par-

tial budgeting, and other business manage-

ment tools necessary to put profits into

farming. It is supplying its members with

marketing skills which are particularly

valuable in making decisions about alterna-

tive agriculture, and developing an aware-

ness of agricultural legislation affecting

today's and tomorrow's management deci-

sions.

By taking advantage of the opportuni-

ties being offered by alternative agriculture

and implementing the management skills

developed through vocational agriculture,

today's FFA members will make business-

like management decisions part of the tradi-

tion of agriculture. We can look forward to

a productive and profitable future in the

industry that we love. Through creativity,

careful management, and determination,

tomorrow will be a better day— a day when

our rural way of life will be removed from

the endangered list and fewer farmers will

be forced to look out across land that was

once theirs and hear the auctioneer's voice

calling, "Going once, going twice, going

three times— gone!"



Agriculture's New Spirit Kansas City, MO

Stars Over America
Sponsored by Executive Sponsors

of the National FFA Foundation.

Audio/Visual sponsored

by Du Pont Company
Agricultural Products

The pinnacle for many FFA
members is the sought-after Star

Farmer and Star Agribusinessman

of America awards. Each state

may submit a candidate for each,

and four regional winners in each

category were recognized in the

Stars Over America pageant, held

Thursday night before a packed

convention hall. Star Farmer Fran-

klin W. Howey of Monroe, N.C.,

and Star Agribusinessman Daniel

Ruehling of Belle Plaine, Minn.,

were rewarded with thunderous

applause and $2000. Each regional

star received $1000, and a trip to

Europe in

Star Farmer
Franklin Howey, Jr.

Eastern Region
Franklin Howey, Jr. of Monroe.

N.C. , has put together a farming operation

comparable to that of farmers with many
more years experience. Howey's oper-

ation includes 1,250 acres of full season

and double-cropped soybeans, 480 acres

wheat, 50 acres oats, 280 acres gram sor-

ghum. 7 acres of fruits and vegetables,

and 66 head of cattle. A senior at North

Carolina State University majoring in

agronony, he is responsible for taking

care of theNCSU Research Greenhouses.

Barry McWHIiams
Southern Region

Diversity is a watchword for Barry

McWilhams of Halls, Tenn. He started

farming with less than 100 acres and a

handful of cattle. By 1986, his farming

operation had swelled to over 3600 acres,

2100 which he actively farms. He grows

6 different crops, raises 95 catUe and 9

horses. McWilhams attends the Univer-

sity of Tennessee at Martin, double ma-
joring in animal science and agribusiness.

Michael Porter

Central Region
Michael Porter, of Fennimore, Wise.,

purchased his family's 31 8-acre dairy farm

from his parents in 1986. He manages 1 10

head of dairy calves along with his 1 10-cow

herd. Currently, Porter produces an average

of 1 5,000 pounds of milk per cow per year

and is slaving to reach his goal of a 19,000-

pound average within the next five years.

Porter's long-term objective is to purchasea

neighboring farm.

Lyle Blakley

Western Region
Lyle Blakley of Oologah, Okla. began

his vo-ag experience with 63 head of beef,

151 head of swine and several acres of

crops. By 1986, he had expanded to 240

head of cattle and 916 head of hogs, along

with added responsibility forcrops. Blakley

is majonng in agricultural economics at

Oklahoma State University. He expects to

graduate by Spring 1988, return to the farm

and possibly enter law school in a few years.

Star Agribusinessman
Dan Ruehling

Central Region
Dan Ruehling runs a profitable milk

hauling business southwest of Minneapo-

lisnearBellePlaine,Minnesota. Whilein

FFA, Ruehling's net worth has gone from

lcssthanSl,000tooverS70,000. Withno

financial assistance from his family, he

went from working part-time for farmers

to hauling 70,000 pounds of milk daily in

his own truck.

Phillip Willis

Southern Region
Phillip Willis is one-halfowner of his

family's logging business near Philadel-

phia, Miss. He started working on an

hourly basis for his father when he was 1

years old, and has worked his way up from

laborer, to assistant foreman, and now
works as a foreman in management

Willis plans to take over the family busi-

ness after his graduation from Mississippi

State University in 1989.

Jeffrey Simmons
Eastern Region

Jeffrey Simmons opened a roadside

fruit stand as a high school freshman and

today works to improve production and

increase markets for his family's vine-

yards near PennYan.N.Y. Therearenow

also three roadside stands and a fledgling

grape brush business in which vines are

soldtoadriedflowercompany. Simmons

attends Cornell University where he is

working toward degrees in farm manage-

ment and finance.

Scott Standridge

Western Region
Scott Standridge came up with the

idea of working as a hay broker in 1984

after talking to Texas ranchers plagued by

severe drought. Hay was plentiful near

his home in Lindsay, Okla., and he sold

over315tonsinl984. By 1986, sales had

jumped to more than 7300 tons. Today, he

serves over 150 producers in five states.

Eventually. Standridge would like to

produce hay himself.



Agriculture's New Spirit

Retiring Addresses
"Caped Crusaders''

yean ago, al-

ii il- day, when I was sitting up

section 22 of this Municipal

Only a freshman, I had

been invited by my chapter advisor 10

be one of the ten representatives of the

Cresion, Iowa FFA Chapter to attend

ihc 53rd National FFA Convention.

Since that lime, I have been fortunate

enough lo attend every following con-

vention; ihc 53rd through the 60th. And

I have witnessed now for seven years

the retiring addresses of many national

officers. 1 still have yet to figure out

what ihc true intention and purpose is of

these final elaborate remarks the na-

tional officers make. Arc they to say

goodbye, give ideas for the future, to

motivate or to recapture an cxciling

year? And I always enjoyed listening to

these addresses in the past, but now my
friends, it is a little strange, possibly

even weird, to hear my own voice over

the auditorium speakers for my final

remarks as an officer. But, nonetheless,

here it goes I

I was eight years old and a third

grader at Irving Elementary School.

Ihc school bell had sounded indicating

it was lime for school to let out. I rushed

through the hallways of the building

and boarded the school bus for my
iweniy-minutc journey home. When
the school bus slopped in front of our

driveway, I jumped off, sprinted into

the house, and quickly put on my chore

clothes to complete my after-school

tasks. After the chores were finished, I

went back inside and sat down on the

living room couch to view the five

o'clock showing of my number one, fa-

vorite television adventure. You
guessed it: "Batman and Robin." Those

caped crusaders, who along with the

Chief, Wonderwoman, and many other

important individuals, were out lo fight

forjustice and preserve the rights of our

law-abiding citizens. They had to deal

with such villains as the Joker and the

Penguin. A task not easy to do.

Recently, I was at home ponder-

ing on my final message lo you here this

afternoon. I was silling on the same

couch, in the same living room and

watching the same TV. The clock once

again struck five, so I quickly changed

the channel to hopefully view my favor-

ite show another rime, I was somewhat

surprised to find thai no longer were

"Batman and Robin" on television.

Instead, I was watching the evening

news and listening to a news reporter

blast and bombard the agricultural in-

dustry. The reporter spoke of an agri-

industry that offers no future for young

Ai that moment, I looked beyond

our TV set to a picture hanging on Ihc

wall of 1 30 FFA members gathered for

ihis past summer's Washington Con-

ference Program. A picture of 130

members who represent 4 1 6,000 in this

organization who are preparing for ca-

reers in an industry lhai this reporter

I was somewhat confused in at-

tempting lo comprehend all these

strange happenings. Confused with the

fact that it was 5:00, that "Batman and

Robin" were supposed to be on TV, that

instead, there was a reporter painting a

bad image of our industry and in ihc

picture were the faces of 130 FFA
members. I thought maybe, just maybe,

our caped crusaders have taken on a

new look.

"Batman and Robin" may be

gone, but yet, I know and have met

many of the 416,000 blue and gold

caped crusaders in this organization.

They are noi solely caped crusaders for

justice, but they are caped crusaders for

agriculture, for FFA and for America.

Fellow members, put on your

capes and fire up your batmobilcs. It is

time for us lo tackle ihc challenges al hand,

because we arc facing a new wave, breed,

and generation of Villains, Jokers and

Today, there is so much change tak-

ing place in everything we do. In agricul-

ture alone, biotechnology and computers

will reshape this industry in Ihc years to

Agricultural jobs in the future will

d talent and skills in the areas of

irkcting, and business. This

very year, 13 percent of the jobs in agricul-

ture, which require a college education,

will be filled by people who have no back-

ground whatsoever in this industry.

With all of these uneon irollable vari-

ables, who can say what tomorrow my
bring? Soyou see, I must disagree with this

villain-like reporter on TV. The answer is

not less people in agriculture. The answer

is people who are willing lo become edu-

cated in a dynamic and vastly changing in-

As I have had the opportunity to

travel this past year, I have come to realize

ihc many challenges we, as well, are fac-

ing in this organization. Many of you are

aware of the proposed changes in the FFA.

Changes in such things as our name, cere-

monies and updated terminologies to bet-

ter reflect on ihc outside what the FFA is

inside. The thoughts of many people in-

volve!

changes need not take place because dur-

ing these challenging limes in agriculture,

rural America and high school agriculture,

Our o per-

form with greatness, and great

only by meeting head on and instigating

action with our challenges. And action

possibly calls for changing some things

lhal you and I have become very accus-

tomed to. In our quest for greatness, I hope

ish our longing for success. As members,

we realize the opportunity in this organiza-

tion. Let us always strive to find better

ways to market high school agriculture

and FFA and to attract more young people

to the benefits we have had. We must

constantly evaluate ourselves to make sure

thai we are not facing new situations with

old frames of reference

This year at our annual State FFA

Conference in Washington,

D.C., e held a

sion for state officers to discuss these

many challenges. Much heated conversa-

tion and ideas were shared among the of-

ficers. After I had returned home from the

conference, I received a letter from a for-

mer national officer who attended the con-

ference. In the letter, this person told me to

remember during these controversial and

challenging times that diamonds are only

created from intense heat and pressure.

Fellow members, ihis is our60th an-

niversary year. Fifteen years from now, in

the year 2002, we will celebrate our 75lh

diamond anniversary. This organization is

remarkable because of leaders in the past

who have set the course for the FFA. And

this year, we six officers have worked at

building a bridge to ihrust this organiza-

tion ahead into tomorrow. We have recog-

nized that by working as a team with you,

together we have secured that the Jokers,

Villains, and Penguins won't steal our

diamonds. For we all know there is a

sparkling future in agriculture and the FFA

if only we slay abreast of our many chal-

My intent and purpose this afternoon

was not to stand on this stage and simply

say, "rah rah." My goal was to share with

you my own perception of our needed

direction and to expand your minds; not

necessarily to influence your opinion.

Today, November 14, 1987. the six

of us will lake off our blue and gold capes

forihe final time. A feeling of both sadness

and joy. Sad to leave the organization and

joyful forihe fond memories of you. Wilh

six new people leading this organization

and you, the members, the FFA will build

a bigger, stronger, wider, and more elabo-

rate bridge for FFA, agriculture, and

America than we ever thought of con-

structing, because that is progressing with

It is important, that as we go forward

into another challenging year, that we re-

member the words of Helen Rice:

Often your tasks will be many.

And more than you ihink

Often the road will be rugged

And the hills insurmountable, toe

But always remember,

ihe hills ahead

Are never as steep as they seem.

And wilh faith in your

heart start upward

And climb 'til you

reach your dream,

For nothing in life that is worthy

Is ever too hard to achieve

If you have the courage to try it

And you have the faith to believe

For faith is a force that is greater

Than knowledge or power or skil

And many defeats lum to iriumpl

If you trust in God's

wisdom and will...

lor f.

There's nothing lhai God cannot do,

So start out today with

Failh in your heart.

And Climb 'Til Your

Dream Comes True!

what the future holds, but I do know who

holds the future. In that I am confident."

None of us can guess for sure what the

fulurc docs hold, but 1 know lhai you hold

the future of this organization, industry

and nation. In lhai, I proudly say, I am
confident.

Friends, waich over those diamonds,

wear your blue and gold capes proudly,

and jump into your batmobilcs. For you,

my fellow Wonderwomcn, Baimcn, and

Boy-wonders, arc ihe Caped Crusaders.

"Of Rare Character"

t and help

Kevin Yost

National

Secretary

How? How can I possibly put all my
thoughts and emotions into just a few

words? In the history of this organization,

retiring addresses are commonplace.

What can I do to help people understand

what I'm thinking? I wish ihere was a

video or song that could convey my
thoughts, no, no— that won'l work, I want

people to realize that it's the common, eve-

ryday, simple things that c

stop lime for just a mon

people realize rare character!

On January 13, 1982, a cold winter

afternoon just like any other that month, a

typical day in the busy terminal of Wash-

ington National Airport. Seventy-nine

people routinely boarded flight nine zero

destined for Miami, Fla. However, few

realized it was really destined for doom as

the crippled aircraft plunged into the Po-

tomac River, hurling its passengers into

the icy water. Confused people were striv-

ing lo save themselves as they clung to

fragments of the wreckage.

They boarded (his Air Florida plane

as separate citizens, individuals with

unique lives, yet in these moments of ter-

ror they were united with one mission: to

As a helicopter hovered overhead, it

dropped its promising "life ring" to a

struggling man in the water who almost

instinctively gave il up a

Jickly

hoisted to safety. The helicopie

and dropped "the ring" and ihc world

stood by and watched as ihe man, fighting

for his own life, gave the "ring of life" lo

another passenger.

A third time, the helicopter returned,

and the growing crowd gasped as the man
gave the ring away again.

Finally, it was this courageous

man's turn; he fought to pull his cold,

weary body into the life support ring as the

awestruck crowd silently cheered him,

and then sank in horror as they witnessed

this unsung hero slip underneath the sur-

face of the water, never lo return.

Arland Williams, a 46 year-old com-

mon man, an ordinary businessman, yeton

this day he was called to do an

extraordinary task. Oh yes, he could have

saved himself, yet his compassion for hu-

manity and his fellow man compelled him

o think of o

nents. No. /

in his w

IWfllia

lebrity, his name isn't even a household

word, yet on that morning he exhibited

rare character. He defied human nature

and answered a higher calling. In his act of

compassion, Arland Williams relied on

his instinctive values. He definitely pos-

sessed rare character.

FFA members, I have often contem-

plated what I would most want to talk wilh

you about as my year of service lo you

nears a close. Then I realized thai what I

most want lo share wilh you are ihe simple

things: my belief in agriculture and my
belief in rare character.

But what really is rare character?

How do we demonstrate it? Is it something

we must die to prove? Must we lose some-

thing to gain it?

FFA members, you gave me the op-

portunity to travel this yean and as I visited

with you at your kitchen table, in your

school greenhouse and classroom and

have seen this country through the eyes of

an FFA member, I've witnessed many of

you, who more than anyone else, exhibit

rare character.

You were your own person; you

knew who you were; you recognized your

own value structure. Yon had rare charac-

ter because of your ability lo rise above the

everyday pressures of high school.

Yet, even though you knew exactly

who you were, you had a vision of the

future. A vision of the you, you could be-

come. I listened as you shared your plans

of making that vision a reality.

You were not only involved, you

werecommitied.lo making yourself better

and, thereby, making Ihe world around

you a better place.

Finally, I watched as you sirived to

continually renew yourself through varied

experiences and by accepting the chal-

lenges of new risks.

It was you who taught me and what

I saw in each ofyou is my definition of rare

character. You displayed ilhkcnoone else

Although you continually displayed

ego

t school and our individual c

we gel caught up in pursuing fortunes lhai

continually escape us. Horace Greeley

"Fame is a vapor

Popularity an accident

Riches take wings

Yet, only one thing endures

As I look ai this year in retrospect,

my memories are of you, not the fame,

new-found popularity or supposed riches,

but of you as people and the limes when

The important limes when your commit-

ment to the cause was so evident.

Friends, our rare character is needed

now more lhan ever in these changing

times. Urgency is calling ust

Certainly, urgency in changing

country. Throughout every transition,

people of rare character were the driving

force. For example, ihis year marks the

211th anniversary of our country's great-

: Revolutionary War. In-

echar I of

whai iheir new country would be like and

they were willing to fight to make it a

FFA members, we are the minute-

men and women of the Agricultural Revo-

lution and, like the revolutionaries of the

1700's

ler are needed everyday in order thai we

may endure today's transition; and insure

the reality of our visions.

Throughout ihe history of the Uniied

Stales, there have been several revolu-

tions, each of the transitions represent

progress and ihey were and are fueled by

men and women who "seithepacc" for our

country.

Today, transition is no different. We
must step up and embrace the Agricultural

Revolution or fall by the wayside. As the

current and future leaders of agriculture,

we must not be satisfied to merely keep

pace with ihc times; our job is to set the

We are ihemost fortunate generation

ever. More exciting opportunities await us

today lhan ever before. We have the ability

to be the best and ihe brightest people

being trained for the industry, and if we
don 'i set the pace, we may be the last!

Yes, in reabty, it is difficult to be

a young person in these transient li

Bui, as an FFA member, I have learned

that if il isn't tough lo get, it isn't worth

having! It is imperative that we use o

rare character during this revolution

The words I share wilh you i

simple, yet ihey are meaningf

thoughts exchanged from one FT

member to another.

Yei,i :.Wch

strutted lo set our sights high and

rightly so. Yet, in my final exchange of

thoughts wilh you, as an FFA member,

please remember not the fame and ihe

riches but the common, simple, c
day expressions of rare character

To most people, my parents, just

like many others, are common, every-

day people. No, they aren'l celebrities,

nor are they world famous, yet to me
they do an extraordinary task.

In American agriculture, it's nol

one celebrity or leader that makes our

food and fiber system the envy of the

world. Rather, it is the unity of the com-

mon, everyday, hardworking people

who each contribute and together in-

sure that agriculture will not only sur-

vive, it will thrive and prosper.

The prosperity we enjoy can only

be achieved through a team effort, with

each player making a contribution. As a

player, wilh Tom Osborne of ihe Ne-

braska Comhuskcrs as one of my
coaches, I recall the words he spoke in

Ihe varsity locker room prior to the firsi

game of the season. He said:

"Some fans will stay wilh you and

some will leave you when the g

gels lough. But the people who

always be with you, the ones who

ultimately decide whether you w
whclhcr you lose, arc the people ir

very room."

in sports, in agriculture.

You see, some aspects of lb

dustry of agriculture will be decided by

us, the people in this very room!

Look around you; in your home,

in your school; Everywhere we are

rounded by people with rare chara

But, more importantly, look within and

c the r. : character which y ipos-

To those of you whose paths I'v

crossed, lhank you for sharing your rat

character. My encounters wilh you ai

priceless.

I have grown because of what you

have given me. If I could give you one

thing in return, it would be the ability lo

see yourselves as I sec you; ihcn you

would truly realize the rare character

you possess.

FFA members, it has beer

honor to serve you!

"O-TAY"

Oh, Ilovepresentsl In fact, if ever

there was a universal pacifier for young

and old it would be a present!

I remember as a young boy gath-

ering around the Christmas tree un-

wrapping presents and sitting at ihc

kitchen table celebrating a birthday

with chocolate cake and presents. Ilwas

wonderful, because it was my moment,

my special time - my present!

The same is true when we congre-

gate at Grandma's and Grandpa's place

for a celebration- As the grandchildren

and mom's and dad's listen lo their

elden giggle, and watch iheir lired,

worn and wrinkled faces glow like a

young child's face does when a present

is unwrapped, one can't help but feel

good inside. The present — ihe Pre-

I once heard of a young boy who

Cantinutd on page 12.
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knew an old man, and thus learned of ihe

Precious Present!

"It is a present because it is a gift"

said the old man, "and anyone who re-

ceives the Precious Present will be happy

This truly excited the boy, and he

went off to play

Time passed, and the boy pondered

the old man's words. Soon the boy's curi-

osity became overwhelming and he went

to the old man.

Naturally, the boy was puzzled, but

off he went. Time passed. The now lecn-

aged boy visited the old man again with his

question.

"Is it a spaceship, one that I may
board and travel anywhere I like?"

"No", the old man again replied, "for

when you have the Precious Present you

will be content to be where you are".

The lecnaged boy left. Time passed.

Now a young man, he fell a bit embar-

rassed going to the old man with his quest

for the present. But again he did

"Is it a pirate's treasure chest filled

with diamonds, rubies, silver and gold

buned on a deserted island?"

"No", the old man quietly replied,

weallh of the present comes only from

itself."

Again, the young man departed

puzzled and frustrated. Time passed. Fi-

nally, he decided he would search for the

Precious Present himself. Through many
years the young man searched every cor-

ner of the earth, climbed every mountain,

explored every cave, sailed every ocean

and confronted every person he meL
Time passed. The grown man had

spent many, many years of his life search-

ing to no avail. A Ured, weary and often-ill

man skeptically relumed to the old man.

The grown man told the old man of

his fruitless travels searching for the Prc-

Again, the man listened.

old

knei

Time passed. And, all u i the

. The r

saddened for he was alone. He had always

enjoyed the old man's company, for the

old man was always happy. It wasn't that

he lived a carefree life, for the old man had

certainly experienced his share of sorrow,

rejection, depression and unhappincss

He recalled the wisdom of the old

-And yes, the richness is rare indeed.

but...the wealth of the present comes only

from itself

Time passed. The grown man gave
up Si hing.

And then it happened! He didn't

know why it happened orhow it happened
It just HAPPENED!

He realized that the Precious Present

was just that— the present! Not the past,

not the future, but the present— the pre-

cious present!'

Instantly, the man was happyl For

But, then just as quickly as he dis-

covered it, the moment evaporated. "Why
did I not think of this long ago! I have
wasted much of my life searching for

something I already had."The man contin-

ued to berate himself. Then he realized

what he was doing. He was trapped by his

guilt about the past. When he became
aware of this he quickly returned to the

Then, just as quickly, the man won-
dered if he could live in the present in the

future. But before any damage was done,

he laughed at himself and saw that he was
living in the future.

He heard the wisdom of his own

It is wise to know of the past and 10 think

I share these thoughts with you after

learning of the Precious Present from Dr.

Spencer Johnson's book, The Precious

Present.

Young and old are assembled here
today celebrating sixty years of heritage

ticipating the evoivement of the FFA into

Hon for young people. And yes, it is good
to know our past, our heritage and our tra-

dition, as well, it is good to be deeply

concerned of our future and to be aware of

our mission. But, it is not good to live our

past or our future. Li i good, no, truly great

Some understand the significance of

the present at a young age, others in their

middle years, some when they arc very old

and, unfortunately, some never do We
have the ability of choosing to live in the

past, to live in the future, or to live in the

The reflection of the year is an awe-

some thought. Five fnends have made a

dynamic impact on me. Thanks It has al-

ways been a team effort. 1 also share this

moment recognizing my personal crew;

Dad, Mom. Greg, Phil, Julie, Norm, John.

Mr. Appel, Mr. Crawford, Mr. Day, Mr.

Ertl, Ms. Jorgenson, Mr. Hoyt, my very

besl fnend Jackie, and my eternal partner,

FFA members: I am humbled as I

stand among you. ..you are the organi-

zation. ..you have been an inspiration...you

have been a friend. It has been a pnvilege

serving you all.

"A Year of Life", a poem I recently

found which is written by a Minneapolis

businessman, Wayne Field.

"Oh! The speed-of a year of life- It

seems that last year was only yesterday; In

some of our problems we were decisive-

Yet-procrastination took us toll, The

scales in the value of life- Balances both to

what we commit and omit; These are the

middle years-so important, so cntical-

'Causc they reflect any wisdom from our

formative years; And yet as imponani-the

hopes and dreams, and decisions- of these

our productive and creative years. Each

Convention, new friends, new ties, new
associates- But always a reservoir of

weallh, old memories and old friends;

Many unseen this past year but none for-

gotten- As we hasten to each new chal-

lenge; Yes, a year speeds by-yet time

stands still- It's us and our world that

"The Flight

Continues"

P
ation, can appreciate my feeling of sadness

at this parting To this place, and the kind-

ness of these people, I owe everything. I

now leave, not knowing when or whether

I may return, with a task before me greater

than Washington. Without the assistance

of that Divine Being who ever auended

him, I cannot succeed. With that assis-

tance, I cannot fail. To his care commend-
ing you, as I hope in your prayers you will

commend me, I bid you an affectionate

farewell.

"

With these words Abraham Lincoln

left his home in Spnngficld, Illinois to

fulfill his duties as President of the United

States. Lincoln was leaving behind all the

reminders of his family and close friend-

ships in order to answer an even higher

calling. Yet it was those very things that

would inevitably lead to his success as the

leader of our nation.

President

FFA i

thoughts as I look back over the flight of

this year. There is a feeling of sadness

within me as I take a final glimpse of those

who have been the fuel for my journey for

the past 1 2 months. It seems ironic that 17

months ago I gave a retiring address en-

titled "The Flight is AlmostOver" because

here I stand today on yet another flight that

Meeting the President of the United

Stales, traveling to Japan, and walking

down that aisle have been special times

during this year, but are much like short

gusts of wind that provide a moment of lift

for a flight, and soon pass away. Being

with you, however, has instilled within me
a source of strength and love that will

enable me to reach even greater heights as

Itravel ihrough life.

You have shown me that wilhin each

one of us lies the ability to solve ihe chal-

lenges of ihe agricultural industry, de-

velop new technologies, and most impor-

tantly, the ability to help others realize

their purpose in life Pilot malfunction

occurs when we do not put all our efforts

into accomplishing these Usks. We not

only limit the flight of our I

ultimately cause ihe crash ai

of someone else's flight because the fuel

we contain within ourselves is not shared

By sharing our time, talents, and

not enjoyed the abundant life we have, wc

not only give ihcm the abibty lo nse above

the clouds of doubt, fear, and failure, but

add fuel to our own flights that will allow

us to reach even greater heights, knowing

that we have helped improve someone

else's life.

Lincoln called upon the assistance of

ihe Divine Being to aid him in his new lask

because he knew he could not make it

cause our flights are not always followed

by sunny days or siany nights. Often, they

are filled with turbulence, confusion, and

sadness. In these times it is impossible to

fly solo, for it is the strength of others that

gives us the courage to continue.

On August 16 of this year, [encoun-

tered one of the most saddening experi-

ences of my young life. A Northwest jet

had just crashed as it was heading to the

airport 1 was wailing in that evening.

Usually happy families and others waiting

for the arrival of their loved ones, sat in

shock as word of the fatalities came

ihrough. I could not begin to imagine their

loss, nor could I figure a way to help them

in this disastrous time. However, they had

already found the answer. Families

huddled together, supporting one another,

knowing that they all shared the same

feelings. Herein, I found the meaning of

life. We were/are created to do all we can

to uplift the lives of our fellow man.

Whether it is a simple smile, a helping

hand, or a shoulder to cry on — our love

and concern for others is the most power-

ful thing we possess as human beings.

There are those who have uplifted

me in this way this year, and I would like

to pay tribute to them now. This year five

others have taken flights similar to mine,

and to Kevin, Kevin, Dean, Jayme and

Daren. 1 must say 1 still Stand in awe ofyou

guys. You have been my stabilizer when

the flight got rough. We truly have soared

this year because wc have soared together

as one. To the FFA members, friends and

adults from North Carolina I say thanks for

being the "wind beneath my wings" all

these years, and I look forward to coming

home to you very soon. Finally, to that

special someone from Flight 406, 1 say for

•ugh.

I have also fell the concerns of agri-

culture during my flight this year, and have

found that it is experiencing turbulence of

its own. It has been jolted by financial

burdens, export blocks and even people
i looking out for their

dofU
serve. Fuel runs low and the American

agricultural industry seems destined on a

course of utter destruction, taking with it

all those who have fueled its flight for

generations! However, after seeing you in

action this year, I can honestly say we are

rising above the clouds. With the tremen-

dous support of those who believe in the

FFA, agricultural instructors who are on

the culling edge of a new spirit in agricul-

ture, and a "never say die" attitude of over

416.000 FFA members Eke you in this

country, we can fuel an agricultural indus-

try thai can ultimately become the most

innovative and progressive industry

Yes, our task is greater than that of

Washington, Lincoln, or others before us.

Success bnngs a future for all, failure to

accomplish these things brings certain

death to the industry which has given this

country its leaders, livelihood and its

Team have often blurred my flight

during the year. Meeting a group of FFA
members so unique and so special almost

every day has been an incredible experi-

ence. Then just as we begin to really under-

stand the true beauty of friendship, my
flight nps me away, and I realize I may
never see many of those members again.

My heart longs to sec them, but pain is

soon replaced by sausfaction and peace. In

those few moments together, we shared

our hopes, dreams and desires with each

other, and for the rest of our lives we will

carry a part of each other within our hearts

- Friendship is truly a gifi from God!

Your cards, letters and phone calls

have assured me that wc have shared

soinetlung special. Words such as "In you

I have found a friend for life" or"You have

encouraged me to do something with my
life" Phrases such as these mean more to

me than the roar of a crowd or any recog-

rcached deep inside their heart to share a

part of themselves with me - and that

bnngs a feeling to which noihing can

compare.
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Being thrown into a lake, perform-

ing the Tahiuan Hula Dance in front of 400

people, or on June 18, when I received a

standing ovauon before I ever spoke a

word, are cherished memories of the heart

that will last forever. Moments Eke these

often bring hopes that my year as a na-

tional officer could last much longer. In

limes Eke these, I can identify with the

While wandering in the wilderness,

the children of Israel slopped in a peaceful

valley, where they would have Eked lo

remain forever. No longer would they

have to face ihe unknown, but God said.

"Gel up and go, there are more fertile val-

leys that Ee ahead and I have promised

Although parting with such a

c I have

very difficult, my flight has more fuel now
than ever! We are to use the past as a

guideposi, not a hitching post, and you

have given me so much that will guide me
in my journey through Efe.

In closing, I leave you with these

thoughts. My flight is not over. I am
merely beginning another segment on the

much larger flight of life. I hope each one

of you can experience a flight aimilar to

mine - one filled with excitement, success,

and most of all, love. I assure you that if

you KTF - keep the faith in this organiza-

tion, keep the faith in youreeU, your fami ly

and friends, and most of all, keep the faith

in God - then you will indeed soar to

heights that you never imagined. FFA
members, thank you for allowing me lo

serve you this past year, and until we meet

again. — MAY GOD HOLD YOU IN

THE PALM OF HIS HAND!

"From Fears to

Glory Tears"

"There's no betrayal in Ike human/ace . Its

unspoken truth always shines through
"

"Fear cannot be without hope nor hope

without fear " — Benedict Spinoza, 1677

From Fears to Glory Tears: A jour-

ney from apprehension to assurance; from

doubt to belief; and from despondency to

desire.

One often wonders what the future

holds. When we sit down to watch the eve-

ning news we see the largest drop in the

stock market's history. The morning paper

teUs of growing tensions in the Persian

Gulf, and the farm program on theAM dial

forecasts a nse in ihe number of farm fore-

closures. The neighbor across the road

says agriculture is as bad as it has hcen

since the Depression, and he shake; us

head when he says young people Just

ain't what they used to be."

I've heard many of these ideas .lur-

ing the last year, and I agree that every one

when many are apprehensive and doubtful

about the future, where do we fit in and

how are we supposed to feci?

I remember how I felt at the begin-

ning ofmy year. I rushed up here on stage,

fuU ofenthusiasm, only to look out and sec

22,000 people staring me in the face. A
cold realization came over me. I turned lo

Daren, the only other officer yet on siage,

and asked, "Daren, what do we do now?"

He replied the way any bright, intelligent,

well -prepared national officer would "I

don't know." At that moment, I felt a

degree of fear concerning what I had got-

I think we all have these same feel-

ings to one extent or another. I have yet to

meet a person who has no fear. And today,

realizing the news that we hear, we some-

times seem doubtful or even despondent

over what the future holds.

Many people, including agricultu-

ralists, say agriculture in the United States

is dying. They point to a dwindling num-
ber offarmers as proof. It only takes a bncf

look into history to see that the percentage

country began. Is it a problem, I ask you , [o

have less than three percent of the work

force feeding an ever-increasing popula-

tion? I say nol This is a glorious fact and

something we should brag about! Why do

we spend more time taUdng about bank-

ruptcy than productivity? It's no wonder

we are fearful when it comes to the future

of agriculture.

Agriculture is not dying, but it is

restructuring. And I've seen a new altitude

across the country of looking at agriculture

from the bottom Ene of a balance sheet -

not from the bottom of our hearts With

adversity comes opportunity and this new

attitude can help insure that U.S. a'gricul

lure will again hold a competitive advan-

tage worldwide.

I've heard and read several sources

which indicate by the year2000 we will be

able to put every farmer who derives inu
jomy of his/her income from production m
our Aubum University Football Stadium

and still have 35.000 tickets to sell'

50,000 lull -nme farmers in the U.S. I This

obviously means there are limned oppor

tumucs for young people in agriculture

Wrong! A USDA study indicates a five-

year shortfall of 10 percent in the number

of agncultural job appEcants. Where are

these jobs? We see many exciting, chal-

lenging careers such as marketing special-

neers and evenjobs which take agriculture

into outer space. Does this sound Eke an

industry with no opportunity? Don't be

pessimistic. Open your eyes! Opportunity

is abounding in agnculture, but the oppor-

tunities are different than before.

The word "different" scares people.

But I must admit a fear that I have. If we in

agricultural education don't adapt our

instructional programs to fit the needs of

our changing industry, the need for agri-

cultural education will sharply diminish -

ordie. I've been encouraged with the prog-

ress I've seen this year. But let's not stop

now We have a vital role to play m supply

ing the agricultural industry with qualified

students. It is up to us to attract and pro-

duce the right products for the right mar-

kets that the agncultural industry needs

Some of the most profound fears

I've felt from you this year are concerning

this beloved organization, ihe FFA. Being

intimately involved with it, we can all

understand why. For sixty years it has been

a haven of hope for many. Some people

fear it will change. Some are afraid it

won'L Somewhere in the balance the solu-

bc ginning of my year, I was quite appalled

by some items being considered for

changes. However, after a year of open

mindedness and an exposure to the big

picture, I now see the need lor adapting our

organization to meet present needs as well

as those of the 21 si century. I can honestly

say, there are not many people who hold

the FFA to their heart more than I do, but

thereis a crying need to lay down ourcmo-

making decisions concerning the future of

this organization. If we stand solid, only

trying to argue our opinion, then we will

surely miss a good oluuon that open-

mindedness would have retained.

Our name is something wc will have

lo deal with. But whether we call it Future

Farmers of Amenca FFA. or some other

name. let's be ultnnaicly sure il represents

the whole of what we arc. Lci'scailadog

a dog and a cai a cat. Lei's also remember

lhai what a name represents is far tiore

important than the name itself. In olhcr

: of,

iuji;e we have .vu he public must be

dean with as well. 1 once said I'd never be

j pan of vocational agriculture and the

Future Farmers of America. Luckily, I had

awesome opportunities I had been af-

forded. At first I knew no more ihan what

the surface (old me. Thankful I am that

mere chance put me on this stage where I

can see the incredible potential for the

future of this organization. Folks, by

working together, with an eye on the fu-

ture, we can all took back and shed a tear

of pride by knowing we helped insure

another sixty bright yean.

My year has been one of fear and

tears. Both wonderfully happy and pain-

fully sad. I remember trying to knock

Kevin Yost on the side of the head for

shaking my bed at 4:00 a.m. in California

- only to find out it was not him, but an

earthquake instead! Inside I shed a tear of

thankfulness after that. I remember being

apprehensive about that all-important

speech or the airplane not being able to

land because of an icy runway. I remember

cold nights alone in cold cities and a hope

that during my year I was not losing any of

ihe values and dreams I hold so near.

I remember a tear ofjoy as I hung up

the phone one night and realized that my
big little brother was turning into someone

who is reaEy special. The world is going lo

hear from him. I remember, as my year

began, knowing I had lost a girlfriend I

cared for very deeply and wondering if I

had traded this for her. I remember saying

thanks every day for a team of officers

whom I love and appreciate and who have

always been a team. I remember being

thankful for such a giving family and for
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being taughi by Mr. Billy Bryan. I remem-

bergoing home one month ago and having

to do what I had feared for weeks. I

pounded the ground with my flit as the

stallion I had grown up on was sent to

silence by a veterinary needle. On his side,

his head flat on the ground, a single tear

flowed from his eye symbolizing the end

of a ihinecn-ycar friendship. A mere hoy I

Mas when the friendship began. A man I

became as, through my tears, I watched

him die.

You see, people think being a na-

tional officer is all glory and they almost

never know thai the glory we receive now
is manifested from former fears, some-

times expressed by tears and then put

aside. Realizing ihi s, I give to you one last

group of thoughts, hoping that showing

success is not reserved for super-humans,

those with high LQ.'s, or those who arc

gifted, but for average people like me and

you who have the drive and persistence to

We all know the kind of world in

which we live. We share all the same

apprehensions. But there has been a hope

in the wind everywhere I have been this

year. The hope has been you, your family,

your friends. What a glorious feeling it is

to be addressing what has to be the most

enthusiastic, energetic, value-driven

group of people in this country. You have

encouraged me greatly by being n

Some hope with which to say,

I have taken a great journey

A journey far and near,

Sometimes my steps were

made with doubt

Then filled with glory lean.

I believe, believe that you

WiU walk all the way

down life's short

Road while learning as you do.

You will leam that life is

one short trip

Fiom fears to glory tears.

] Jo know, you can show

Others how to live a fulfilled life.

And where for success to go

And from you, they can see

How to enjoy the best of life and

Where they ought to be.

And if you, do agree

Raise your hands with all your migh

And let your light be seen!

Thanks and God Bless You.

'Of Mice and Men"

l you rlct

fear take control. You realize we do have

problems - but there's always a song in

your soul.

I am thoroughly convinced that we
can be realistic and optimistic at the same

time. Considering agncnlture, agricul-

tural vocations, the FFA, and our world,

we can examine the facts and be positive

about our ability to be a part of the solu-

tions. You arc the future. What will you

make of it?

Life, this journey, is too short to be

spent in apprehension, doubt, and despon-

dency. There are many opportunities to

use, and much joy to be felt. I challenge

which you believe. And, if you should be

labeled as a religious freak, naive or out of

touch with society, then be confident that

you have become a contributor to a better

world. And, please, oh please, cherish life.

It is precious indeed. And when wc know
we've done our best to make a positive

impact on our world, wc can turn around

and shed a single glory tear because we

know we did our best and because of our

I have Liken a great journey

A journey far and near

Sometimes my steps were

filled with doubt

Then filled with glory tears.

I'll remember all the moments

Fory

For me it was a horizon

A chance for me to soar.

You sent me high into the sky

With a new song to sing,

You're the hope, the inspiration

The wind beneath my wings.

I hope that I have given you

young Scottish fanner named Robert

Bums was plowing afield when he turned

over a mouse nest. Instead of killing the -

mouse, he stood there watching the help-

less creature, realizing how long it had

taken the mouse to build this home for its

family, and regretting that his plow had de-

stroyed it. That night he wrote a poem

But Mouse, thou art not thyselfalone,

in proving foresight may be vain;

The best-laid schemes of mice and men,

oft go awry,

And leave us nought but griefand pain,

or promisedjoy."

What flexibility options are and

were open to the mouse? He could have

located his home somewhere else— in a

bam, outside of the field. He could also

exercise flexibility now. He can find a

safer location (maybe in the already-

plowed ground) and build again — or he

can give up, quit, and allow his family to

perish. If our goals or work are destroyed,

we also can start again...or we can quit,

give up, and our dreams perish. Which is

better? Nothing can stop us from trying

again. And who knows, we may be able to

salvage what's left of the old house and

rebui Id on the old foundation. And we can

lesm from our past mistakes.

Besides that, we have the ability to

build flexibility into our plans from the

outset. As the mouse could have built his

home elsewhere and provided more

safety, so we can build security into our

plans. Maybe the mouse should have built

a mobile home! And we can build mobility

I think we all agree that goals are

essential. They give meaning to life, a

direction for us to focus energy, and a

purpose for existence. Living life without

goals is somewhat like running a race for

which there is no finish line. How can you

measure your progress? How will you

know when you are finished? Who will

win, and how can you tell? Or imagine a

Super Bowl game where one team gets the

ball and marches for miles and miles be-

cause there is no end zone, no goal. If there

is no target, why make theaiiempi? If your

life has no goals, what is its purpose?

You mrjst work toward your goals

regularly—daily II Working on them is the

only way to make progress, not to mention

thai you cannot keep them flexible and

stay on track if you are not intimately

familiar with your progress!

How much flexibility must we be

prepared for? Consider how fast technol-

ogy is changing. New developments in

genetic engineering and artificial intelli-

gence, to name only two, are opening

doors to things we never thought possible

only years ago. Look at the Voyager

probe! FFA Foundation Chairman Robert

Lanphicr related its story in an address

delivered last year. It took 9 years to get to

Uranus, weighs a ton, and was able to

circle the planet once before it moved on.

It is considered one of our greatest engi-

neering triumphs, because it can be com-

pletely repragrammed while in space by

Scientists and theorists are now
contemplating another voyage into the

solar system, but this probe is completely

different. It will weigh two pounds, and

will make the trip to Uranus in only two

years. Instead of being built, it will be

grown in space. It will be a combination of

plant, animal, and electronic components,

brought together through genetic engi-

neenng controlled through artificial intel-

ligence. The plant component will provide

basic life support energy, using sunbght as

an energy source. The animal component

not involve space probes. Yet technology

is expanding in all areas, and it will affect

all of us. In the words ofmanager William

Fink, "Whatever is now current will al-

ways be infinitely better in a few months

and even better months later." Situations

and circumstances also change, and our

plans to achieve goals must be able to

respond favorably to those changes.

Even the best-laid and brightest-

conceived plans sometimes experience

failure. When given Ihechance, it's impor-

tant that we keep all of our doors open

because it improves our flexibility. In

school, if you have a choice between an

more difficult class that satisfies more re-

quirements, opt for the tougher one. Not

only will it secure more opportunities for

you, but it will also be more rewarding.

Don't be afraid to make little adjustments

along the way to open even more doors.

Concern yourself with maintaining that

mobility, rather than always making the

right decision. As Dale Carnegie instruc-

tor Luther Markwart says, "I don't very

often make the right decision; 1 make a

decision, and then make it right."

Many of our American success sto-

nes have followed this philosophy. If

Thomas Edison had been unwilling to

makechanges along the way, the light bulb

-If/

sforn

;alhcring;and muscles for

movement. The electronic component will

receive orders from Earth, and relate its

time. Lf the probe gets hungry, it can graze

on hydrocarbons in the rings around the

planet, and then metabolize them into

chemical fuels.

Sound far-fetched? Artificial intelli-

gence and genetic engineering technolo-

gies already exist. Our technology doubles

at an amazing rale: something like once

every 7 years, and that time is getting

shorter all of the time. Who knows what

will happen in the next 40 years? I realize

that the goals you and I have probably do

ham Lincoln had not been willing to make

little adjustments and keep trying, he

would not have been elected to the U.S.

Presidency. If Lee Iacocca had not been

willing to make adjustments in his com-

pany and keep the opportunities open, he

would not have risen to the level of leader-

ship and respect he now holds. On the

other hand, if you are willing to make the

necessary adjustments and challenge

yourself along the way, who's to stop you

from rising to the lop?

Flexibility is ihe key word here,

because even the best-laid schemes of

mice and men go awry; flexibility is what

prevents total failure. Computer program-

mers build flexibility into their programs,

because ihey know thai someone will sit

out there and try every possible combina-

tion of dam to make the program crash.

Your instructors build flexibility into their

curricula to better fit your needs. And you

can bet that those who have been nomi-

nated to receive the coveted American

Farmer degree have been flexible in oper-

ating their business enterprises.

Plan for success and expect it, but

allow for some failures on the way— it

will make you stronger and make your

iticli r

diamonds are made by heat and intense

pressure.

Zig Ziglar relates a flying story that

has happened to every flier, and it will

happen on the way home at Ihe conclusion

of this convention. We will be flying from

Kansas City to Sail Lake City when wc

lake off. Within a few minutes, however,

we will cease lo be headed directly for Sail

Lake City. The wind conditions and air

traffic patterns will change, and we will be

headed in a different direction. Since we

will no longer be headed for Ihe intended

destination, will ihe pilot turn around and

Kevin Yost (left) and Kevin

Eblen discuss final details for

the first convention session.

goback to Kansas City for a fresh start? Or
will he make modifications in course so

wc will once again be headed for our

destination? Obviously, he will make ad-

justments in course. As you head toward

your goals, be prepared to make some

slight adjustments in your course. If you

waitforallofihc lights totum green before

you start yourtrip 10 the top,you wtllnever

depart When you gel blown off course,

you don't change the decision to go; you

simply change the direction you will take

to get there.

This year has been a year full of

course adjustments; adjustments in sched-

ules, adjustments to different personali-

ties, different circumstances, different ac-

tivities. It hasn't always been easy, but it

has always been rewarding, it has always

caused learning and growth, and it has

always been fun.

The six of u s have mademany cou rse

changes Ihis year, in a variety of activities.

And because of our willingness to cooper-

ale with each other and accept new ideas,

wc have been able to function as a team

and remain the closest of friends.

Guys.. .we've been through a lot together.

We've argued a lot, laughed a lot, experi-

enced a lot I guess lhat's why I'll always

feel so close to you, no mailer how many

miles may come bciween us.

And to each of you, to whom I owe

the collection of opportunities that this

year represents, I simply say thank you.

You have provided an unforgettable expe-

rience for this FFA member, and I hope

that in some small way I have been able to

help and encourage you.

My friends, when you experience

failure or difficulty, you are not alone. The

best-laid schemes of mice and men oft go

awry; but we have the ability to steer clear

of grief and pain, be flexible to changes,

and arrive at our promised joy.

And lhat's exactly what we must do.

Thank you, and God Bless.

National Officer Candidates
For national officer candidates, con-

vention week is marked by intense screen-

ing before a nominating committee. The re-

sult six new national officers to represent

the organization. Thirty-seven candidates

represented their state associations. All

have earned the American Fanner degree

and been stale leaders in their own right

ALABAMA: Joseph Brewer, Saraland

ARIZONA: Michalene Hunt. Mesa ARKAN-

SAS: Jellrey Ray, Lavaca CALIFORNIA: Ste-

ven G. Davis. Santa Paula COLORADO: Kevin

Ochsner Fort Collins CONNECTICUT: Richard

Brock, Middleiown FLORIDA: John Marti

Satsuma GEORGIA: Eo Norman Washington

IDAHO: Laura Hobbs Eaqle ILLINOIS: Bill

Mollis Busnnell INDIANA: Scott Strong,

^ebanon IOWA: Maureen L Barber DeWitt

KANSAS: Melanie Mainquisl, Courtland KEN-

TUCKY: Brad Chambliss. Hardinsburg LOUISI-

ANA: P Dunn LeDoux II. Denham Spnngs

MARYLAND: Mark Allen Hooper. Frederick

MASSACHUSETTS: Me 1 ssa Lopes, Taunton

MICHIGAN: Bradley J. Parrish, Quincy MIS-

SISSIPPI: Gerald David Gamer, Magee MIS-

SOURI: Nancy L, Crane, Stockton MON-

TANA: Shawn D. Peterson, Livingston NE-

BRASKA: Kelli L. Evans, Hayes Center NE-

VADA: Lincoln D. Dahl, Deeth NEW MEX-

ICO: David Frazier, Melrose NORTH CARO-

LINA: Michael McCall, Balsam Grave OHIO:

Bernadette Bruening, Yorkshire OKLA-

HOMA: Tern Lvnn Hames, Norman SOUTH

CAROLINA: Daniel Poslon, Gresham

SOUTH DAKOTA: Michelle Rook. Clear Lake

TENNESSEE: PMip Baker Gordonsville

TEXAS: Adie Lee Hams Rusk UTAH: Shane

Anaersor Ogden VIRGINIA: _ena Fem Ar-

"ngton. PenhooK WASHINGTON: Laurence

R Howard, Meaicai Lake WEST VIRGINIA:

Margaret Perkins. Franklord WISCONSIN:

Kevin Jorgensen. Pine River WYOMING:

Mike McConneli. Laramie
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FFA Supporters
Honorary American Farmers

The Honorary American Farmer degree is bestowed

upon adult supporters who have given superior service to

youth, education and FFA. Among the achievers are high

school agriculture instructors who educate and guide FFA
members, prominent business persons who are committed

to advancing agriculture and the parents of national officers

and regional star farmers and agribusinessmen.

Supporters

ALABAMA: Socrates Harper, Tuskegee; Pauline Russell,

Falkville; T. R. Russell, Falkville ARIZONA: Douglas Daley,

Phoenix; Andy G. Kurtz, Phoenix; Phillip R. Zurbrick, Tucson

ARKANSAS: Darrel E. Way, Little Rock CALIFORNIA: Joseph

E Sabol, San Luis Obispo CONNECTICUT: Alfred J. Manne-

bacn, Stons DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Orville G. BenfJey,

Washington; Vance Clark, Washington; Kyle Jane Coulter,

Washington; Price Grisham, Washington; Shirley Traxler,

Washington FLORIDA: Joy Bagley, Miami GEORGIA: Robert

T Dixon, Atlanta; Frank B. Flanders, Athens; Heywood C. Gay,

Atlanta: William P. Johnson, Atlanta: Don Register, Tilton;

Dewey H. Turner, Jr., Atlanta IDAHO: L. DeVere Burton,

Pocatello; Jack Kinyon, Castletord; Douglas A. Pals, Moscow

ILLINOIS: William R. Borghoff, Naperville; Robert C. Lanphier,

III, Auburn; Roscoe L. Pershing, Urbana IOWA: James Cornick,

Des Moines; Carolyn Eblen, Creslon; Donald Eblen, Creslon

KANSAS: Edward Bobo, Junction City: Frank Buchman,

Manhattan; Thayne Cozarl, Parsons; Jerry Horn, Manhattan;

Harold Kuebler, Kansas City; Kelly Lenz, Topeka; Dale Relihan,

Chapman; Waller Woods, Manhattan KENTUCKY: Joe F.

Bendixen, Morehead; Herbert H. Bruce, Jr., Lexington MARY-
LAND: George Delaplaine, Jr., Frederick; Henry G. Mityga,

College Park; Anne Whisman, Port Republic; John D. Whisman,

Porl Republic MICHIGAN: Robert E. Braden, Byron; Lee

lacocca, Detroit MINNESOTA: Carol W. Harder, Mountain

Lake; Donald Harder, Mountain Lake; James A. Hoese, Mayer;

Verne F. Long, Pipestone; David J. Resch, Glencoe; Artys

Ruehling, Belle Plaine; Robert Ruehling, Belle Plaine; Matilda

Rupp, St. Paul; Delbert C. Schwieger, Jackson MISSISSIPPI:

Harold Willis, Philadelphia; Hazel Willis, Philadelphia MIS-'

SOURI: Doug Funk, Annapolis; Jimmy Gleason, Kansas City;

W. M. Jones, St. Louis; William Kamp, Jr., Kansas City; Richard

E. Lighrjool, Kansas City MONTANA: William K. Byrne,

Missoula NEBRASKA: Lloyd Bell, Lincoln; Richard M. Foster,

Lincoln; Patrick E. Reece, Scottsblult; Gladys Yost, DeWitt;

Marvin Yost, DeWitt NEW JERSEY: Robert N. Simpkins,

Yardville NEW YORK: Joyce K. Simmons, Penn Yan; Neil J.

Simmons, Penn Yan; Frank J. Wolff, East Northport NORTH
CAROLINA: John S. Cousart, Winston-Salem; Anna Lee P.

Howey, Monroe; Franklin Howey, Sr., Monroe; Kathleen Loflin,

Denlon; W. J. Loflin, Denlon; Foil William McLaughlin, Raleigh;

Nicholas L. Paul, Raleigh NORTH DAKOTA: Martha C.

Erickson, Minot; Beverly Ann Janke, Bismarck OHIO: James A.

Knight, Jr., Columbus; Russell McKenzie, Ravenna; Franklin B.

Waller, Columbus OKLAHOMA: Nancy Blakley, Oologah;

Vincenl Blakley, Oologah; Cindy Standridge, Lindsay; Roy

Standridge, Lindsay OREGON: Lee Cole, Corvallis; Larry

Coppock, Adams; Suzanne Coppock, Adams; J. Herbert

Huddleslon, Corvallis; Dick Wilcox, Portland PENNSYLVANIA:
Robert W. Walker, Ligonier SOUTH CAROLINA: Walter P.

Lloyd, Wallerboro: John W. Parris,

Columbia SOUTH DAKOTA: James R.

Johnson, Rapid City; Howard H.

Voelker, Brookings TENNESSEE: A. C.

Clark, Nashville; Ralph Hastings, Fay-

etteville; Thomas Hennesy, Nashville;

Martha Hicks, Nashville; Becky

McWilliams, Halls; Larry McWilliams,

Halls; Samuel C. Ricketts,

Murfreesboro; Jim Wells, Rogersville

TEXAS: Billy Steelhammer, Austin

VERMONT: George Dunsmore, SL

Albans; James F. Pound, Braltleboro

VIRGINIA: Stanley R. Burke,

Blacksburg; Dottje Hinkle, Alexandria;

Alan R. McDaniel, Blacksburg; Dewey

T. Oakley, Jr., Richmond; Elizabeth

Saunders, Alexandria WASHINGTON:

Everett Martin, PullmanWest Virginia:

Carl S. Thomas, Charleston WISCON-

SIN: Richard Aide, Fox Lake; Douglas

E. Butler, Madison; Roy B. Esser,

Kewaskum; James Munro, Monroe;

Fred W. Oomens, Platteville; Beverly

Porter, Fennimore; George Porter,

Fennimore; Bill Walters, Manitowoc

WYOMING: Bill Ogg, Douglas

Teachers

ALABAMA: Willis Bell, Red Level; Lowell M. Carter. Troy;

Curtis M. Bland, Clio; Wesley Hardman, Scottsboro ARIZONA:

Dale Crabtree, Welllon ARKANSAS: Douglas K. Ward,

Jonesboro CALIFORNIA: Erian J. Calvert, Lancaster; Donald C.

Clarke, Chico; Jack Havens, Gonzales; Walter Johnson,

Carpinleria; Richard F. Nimphius, Oakdale; Keith Filter, Williams

CONNECTICUT: George Wheeler, Canaan GEORGIA: John N.

Kunney, Sr., Reidsville IDAHO: David Daniel, Melba ILLINOIS:

Charles Ferguson, Piltslield; Ron Lynch, Cissna Park; Wesley J.

Thompson, Sheridan IOWA: Joe McCasland, Calmar; Daniel

Smicker, DeWill; Larry L. Sline, Eslherville KENTUCKY: Patrick

M. Henderson, Irvington; John Andrew Lacy, Georgetown

MARYLAND: Ivan Williams, Jr., Smithsburg MICHIGAN: Grant

Fettig, Grant; Charles Snyder, Coldwaler MINNESOTA:

Douglas L. Hanson, Willmar MISSOURI: Dale Combs, Couch;

Gary _ Noakes, Lowry City; Dale L. Ratclitf, Calitomia; J. D.

Riddle Bronaugh MONTANA: Jesse Beckman, Emmett

NEBRASKA: Dennis MolU, Fullerton; Martin L. Seeman, Aurora

NEVADA: Thomas H. George, Winnemucca NEW JERSEY: V.

Jacque Roszel, New Egypt NORTH CAROLINA: Chivous

Bradley, Rutherlordton; Johnny K. Bradley, Rutherfordton

NORTH DAKOTA: Richard Debertin, Berthold OHIO: Kertnetti

Badertscher, Fremonl; David A. Blauser, New Lexington; James

H. Ketcham, Rushville; Ron Pierce, Greenville; Brooks Ware,

Sidney

OKLAHOMA: Dennis DeLozier, Adair; Gerald D. Laubach,

Laveme; Joe Stafford, Tipton; Bill Slricklin, Webbers Falls

OREGON: Michael K. Swan, Forest Grove PENNSYLVANIA:

Gerald M. Kiger, Willow Street TENNESSEE: Ralph Hastings,

Fayetteville TEXAS: Scottie Cooper, BrownSeld; Leon Cummins,

Brenham ; James R. Dawley, Mexia; John R. Manning, Corsi-

cana; Charles E. Parsley, Jr., Magnolia; Froncell Reece, Conroe;

Waller York, Gilmer UTAH: J. David Potter, Clearfield WASH-

INGTON: Phil Renz, Kahlotus; Fred W. Springer, Reardan

WEST VIRGINIA: John K. Saville, Augusta WISCONSIN: Gary

L. Burkhalter, Evansville; Don W. Culler, New London; Kevin J.

Stoer, Two Rivers

Distinguished Service Citations

The Distinguished Service citation salutes outstanding

organizations that contribute time, funds and support to high

school agriculture and the FFA.

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Incorporated of

Des Moines, Iowa

Over 32-ycarspat of FFA support. Pioneer Hi-Bred

International has provided a National FFA Foundation

Chairmai. and a board member sponsors the Cereal Grain

Production Proficienc} ^ward die National FFA Hall of

Achievement, the American Farmer Degree Program and

the Work Experience Abroad Program.

Kansas City Parks and Recreation— Board of

Directors and Recreation Commissioners, Kansas

City Missouri
"

liis group's enthusiastic support of the National FFA
Florculture, Nursery/Landscape, and Forestry Contests

have contributed significantly to the success of these contest

programs.

Monsanto Agricultural Company of St. Louis,

Missouri

Monsanto, an FFA supporter for 34 years, has contrib-

uted 10 the FFA's growth by sponsoring FFA's Public

Service Announcement Campaign, providing National FFA
Foundation Board members and developing a library of bio-

technology materials for agricultural instruction.

Case IH of Racine, Wisconsin

For 40 years, Case IH has supported the FFA. Today,

Case IH sponsors the National Agricultural Mechanics Pro-

ficiency Award, American Farmer Recognition, Brand 'Em

for Safety, Brand *Em II and the Belt Buckle Program.

W.D. Hoard and Sons Company of Fort Atkinson,

Wisconsin

W.D Hoart; and Sons Company, a 14-ycarFFA spon-

sor, has supported the National Hoards Dairyman Contest

including the high school agriculture section for 57 years,

and has provided a representative to the National FFA

Foundauon Sponsors Board.
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FFA Supporters

National FFA Foundation
35-25-15 YEAR
SPONSORS

35-YEAR SPONSORS
Chrysler Motors

The GenCorp Foundation, Incorporated

Purina Mills, Incorporated

25-YEAR SPONSORS
CIBA-GEIGY Corporation

DEKALB Corporation

French Bray, Incorporated

Funk Seeds International

GROWMARK, Incorporated

GTE Corporation

Hotel & Motel Association of Greater Kansas

City, Incorporated

15-YEAR SPONSORS
ABC Publishing Agricultural Group, Farm

Progress Publications-Miller

Publishing

American Association ot Nurserymen

Baker Commodities, Incorporated

Cooperative Elevator Company

Fairfield Manufacturing Company,

Incorporated

Farm Credit Services of Madison

Farm Fans, Inc.

Garst Seed Company

Hatfield Packing Company

Mississippi Chemical Corporation

Nasco Division/Nasco International,

Incorporated

Syntex Animal Health, Division of Syntex

Agribusiness, Inc.

Wengers Farm Machinery, Incorporated

S" ,S
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. . ... sf'" Kern ie S taller, executive director, National FFA Foun-

dation, signs a check for $3,010,000 at the 60th conven-

tion.

Sponsor's Boards

Sponsors' Board 1986-1987

Eddie Albert, Actor

Alan G. Becker, Group Vice President,

Oscar Mayer Foods Corporation

Sanford A. Belden, Senior Vice President,

First Bank System

Gary Maricle, Past President, National FFA

Alumni Association

Eugene C. Meyer, Managing Editor,

HOARD'S DAIRYMAN

Jack D. Michaels, Executive Vice President

Worldwide Engineering, Case IH

Ken Nichols, Senior Vice President,

Champion International

Corporation

Brian Roth, Vice President, Control Data

Don Treadway, Jr., Director ol Public

Relations, American Quarter

Horse Association

Richard Weening, President & CEO,

AgriDala Resources, inc

Robert Wells, Vice President, Pork & Beet,

Geo. A. Hormel & Company

Donald W. Wittnam, Executive '/ice

President, United Agn Products

Sponsors' Board 1987-1988

James Comick, Publisher, SUCCESSFUL

FARMING

John Coy, Vice President, APCO Associates

Thomas Dille, President S CEO, Rhone-

Poulenc Ag Company

Thomas J. Hennesy, President,

TSC Industries, Inc.

William Hitler, President S CEO, Agway, Inc.

Thomas M. Lane, Vice President, Merrill Lynch

Dennis Pharris, President,

Pharris Diversified Investments

Larry Reese, President, National FFA

Alumni Association

Dale Wolf, Director, Delaware

Development Office

Sponsors' Board 1988-1989

Noel Callahan, President, Callahan

Enterprises, Inc.

Dr Wid Crawford, Executive Vice President,

Agricultural Division, Pfizer Inc

Darryl D. Fry, President, American

Cyanamid Company

Larry Hayes, President, Agricultural Products,

Butler Manufacturing Company

Merle J. Karst, Senior Vice Presider"

Director Sales & Marketing,

Yamaha Motor Corporation,

U.S.A.

John Kelley, Marketing Manager, Chevrolet

Motor Division-Trucks

John D. Kelly, President & CEO, Na-Churs

Plant Food Company

Raymond Marttila, vice President,

CTB, Inc.

Gary McKillips, Vice President, Public

Affairs, Contel Service

Corporation

Rick Metzger, President-Elect, National

FFA Alumni Association

Dale Miller, President and CEO, Sandoz

Crop Protection Corporation

Bernard Nielsen, President, The Gehl

Company

Robert J. Rauscher, Vice President

Marketing, Amoco Oil Company

Robert W. Reynolds, Vice President, North

America, Monsanto Agricultural

Company

Richard H. Severson, Executive Vice

President and General Manager,

Kent Feeds, Inc.

Bruce Wheeler, President, Country

General Stores

Jerome B. York, Vice President, Truck

Operations, Chrysler Motors

Corporation

Larry Young, President, Manna

Pro Corporation

VIP Citations
The VIP Citation is the highest award

presented to adult supporters. This honor

salutes outstanding adults who have given

continual support and service to the FFA
and high school agriculture.

Jim Warren of Silver Spring, Md.

Warren, a former employee of the U.S.

Department of Education, served as a

member of the National FFA Board of Di-

rectors and as an advisor to the FFA's na-

tional officers nominating commute. War-

ren also served as state advisor to the North

Carolina association of theNew Farmers of

America.

Lu Achilles Wall of McPherson, Kan.

Wall has served as National FFA Founda-

tion Chairman, and was the founder of the

Gold Key Council, an advisory group to the

National FFA Foundation. Wall has also

been an active FFA supporter on legislative

issues.

Dr. David A. Phillipsonof

Kalamazoo, Mich.

Phi 11ipson is a seniorvicepresidentand gen-

eral manager of The Upjohn Company/Ag-

ricultural Division

Phill ipson has served as the chairman

ofthe NationalFFA Foundation and contin-

ues to serve on the Gold Key Council, an ad-

visory group to the National FFA Founda-

Dr. James Clouse of

Blacksburg, Va.

Clouse, a professor at Virginia Polytechnic

Institute and State University, has served as

the advisor to the National FFA Nominating

Committee for 17 years and as the National

FFA Alumni President.

W.H. Wayman of Charleston, W. Va.

Wayman began his career as a high school

agriculture instructor in 1929 and retired in

1968 as the West Virginia State FFA Advi-

sor. During his career, Wayman served as a

member of all state boards and committees

in West Virginia, was a member of the

National FFA Board of Directors and has

authored several books on FFA history in

West Virginia.

Floyd J. Doering of Madison, Wis.

Doering, who began as an FFA member,

recently retired as Wisconsm's state FFA
advisor. He also served as president of the

National FFA Alumni.
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Alumni
National FFA Alumni Convention

The 29,000-member National FFA Alumni cele-

brated its 15th annual convention in conjunction with the

National FFA Convention. Six hundred gathered in Bartle

Hall to conduct business, hear guest speaker Ed Johnson

of Agri Broadcasting Network, applaud award winners

and honor incoming and outgoing officers.

The FFA Alumni Association is made up of former

FFA members as well as non-FFAer's. The group pro-

vides asupport system for FFA chapters at the local, state

and national levels.

The selling of a 1988, blue and gold Chevrolet half-

ton pick-up truck drew a crowd to the second FFA Alumni

Convention Auction. Frank Rodgers and Sons Polled

Herefords from Castleford, Idaho, came away the owner

of the vehicle donated by Chevrolet Motor Division.

Other items were donated by individuals, stale associa-

tions, companies, hotels and restaurants. The auction

totaled $20,000.50 in donations to benefit a general fund

to promote the FFA and the FFA Alumni.

Jim Sipioski of Green Bay, Wis., spots the bidders for the 1988 Chevy pick-up truck that was auctioned.

States Increasing Membership by 50 or More
Colorado Iowa

Michigan Kentucky

Mississippi North Carolina

New Mexico Tennessee

Ohio West Virginia

Oklahoma Wisconsin

(Left) Rick Metzger, of Woodville, Ohk
national president's gavel from Larry Reese. Metzger

is vice president of sales and part-time marketing for

Seedex Distributors, Inc. and a motivational speaker.

A member-at-large representative was also elected.

JosiahPhelpsofFort Valley, Ga., was chosen by delegates

to serve a three-year term on the National FFA Alumni

Council. Phelps is a farmer and a retired State FFA
Executive Secertary.

Thirty alumni affiliates were honored for their out-

standing contributions to high school agriculture and

FFA. Theaward-winning chapters were ranked nationally

by gold, silver or bronze categories.

Outstanding FFA Silver

Alumni Achievement

Awards Gilmer County, Ellijay, ia.

Cherryvale, Kan.

Kenneth Seering, Washington, Kan.

Denmark, Wis. Apollo, Owensboro, Ky.

Virgil Martinson, Homer, Mich.

Sloughton.Wis. New Ulm, Minn.

LaVeme Nelson, Scottsblurf, Neb.

Graham, Wash. South Rowan, China Grove

N.C.

Outstanding Affiliates Halls, Tenn.

Black Hawk, South Wayne,

National Winner: Wis.

Denmark, Wis. Mauston, Wis.

1st Runner Up: BondueL Omro, Wis.

Wis.

Gold

Bronze

Bushnell-Prairie City, III.

Suwannee, Live Oak, Fla. Hopkins, Allegan, Mich.

Delta, Munice, Ind. Milan, Mo.

North Polk, Alleman, Iowa Lakeview, Columbus, Neb.

Clay Center, Kan. Buckeye Valley, Delaware,

Hill City, Kan. Ohio

Walkersville
, Md. Bonduel, Wis.

Red Lodge, Mont. Denmark, Wis.

Norfolk, Neb. Luxemburq-Casco. Wis.

Frederick County,

Winchester, Va.

Pomeroy, Wash.

Workshops

During convention week, FFA members were

treated to leadership workshops, conducted by the

Alumni and sponsored by Land O'Lakes. Prominent

former FFA leaders returned to Kansas City to motivate

and encourage participants. Coordinator for the work-

shops was former Alumni President Ken Seering.

Alumni workshops, always a popular convention

feature, took on a new dimension this year when their

number was increased along with the type of subjects

presented.

Providing leadership workshops were former Na-

tional FFA Officers Rick Mai ir, Rhonda Scheulen, Steve

Meredith, and Cara Doyle, and Washington Conference

Counselor Russ Florence. Offering special interest work-

shops were Roy Dillon, University ofNebraska; Michael

A. Jackson, Agri Business Group; Kim Havens, National

FFA Foundation; David C. Thomas, American Institute

of Cooperation; Steven McKay, 1986 Agriscience

Teacher of the Year, and the Dale Carnegie Institute.

Agriscience Teacher

of the Year
Sponsored by ICI Americas Inc.

Lloyd L. McCabe of Chowchilla, Calif., was named

the FFA's top high school teacher of agriculture sciences.

The Agriscience Teacher of the Year Award is pre-

sented to an outstanding agriculture instructor who places

emphasis on agriscience in the classroom — a hi-tech

learning tool. Four national finalists received a clock,

plaque, $ 1000 and a trophy for their school. An additional

S2000 and a plaque was awarded to the national winner.

National Finalists:

CENTRAL-Soulh Dakota: James Chiton, Florence; EASTERN-Ohio:

Sleven J. Gratz, Westerville; SOUTHERN -Florida: John McCracken, Avon

Park; WESTERN-Calilomia: Lloyd L McCabe, Chowchilla;

Regional Winners:
CENTRAL-lllinois: William G. Weeks. Byron; CENTRAL-North Dakota;

Steve Zimmerman, Towner; EASTERN-New York: Douglas A. Wright,

Buffalo; EASTERN-Wesl Virginia: EdselE. Redden, Daniels; SOUTHERN-

South Carolina: Darrell W. Ricketls, Nichols; SOUTHERN-Louisiana:

Charles E. Hogan, Sr„ Choudrant; WESTERN-New Mexico: Jon L Nunn,

Las Cruces; WESTERN-Washington: Andrew J, Delegans, Marysville;

Slate Winners:
ALABAMA: Ivan W. Smilh, II, Prattville; ARKANSAS: Charles Harvill,

Paragould; CONNECTICUT: Charles J- Maurelion, Suffield; DELAWARE:

Russell D. Stinson, Jr., Clayton; GEORGIA: David S. Burton, Nashville;

HAWAII: David T. Kanemolo, Waipahu; INDIANA; Dean M. Warren,

Columbia City; IOWA: Duane M. Fisher, Ml. Auburn; KANSAS: Vertyn

•Lee" Weis, Williamsburg; KENTUCKY: Joe Frank Duncan, Rockfield;

MASSACHUSETTS: Dense L. Megiel, Taunton; MICHIGAN: Ronald K.

Stevens, Woodland; MISSISSIPPI: Monte Ladner, Carthage; MISSOURI:

Barbara Rolhenberger, Columbia; NEVADA; Thomas H. George,

Winnemucca; NEW HAMPSHIRE: Arthur I. Winsor,Jr„ Winchester; NEW
JERSEY: Cynthia A. Roszel, New Egypt; OKLAHOMA: Joe Stafford,

Tipton; OREGON: Marc K. Slein, Portland; PENNSYLVANIA: Dr, William

SheaHer, Beavertown; TENNESSEE: Jonathan Pierce, Athens; TEXAS;

RickVaculin, Conroe; UTAH: Carl D. Swenson, Payson; VERMONT:

Richard F. Lutz, Bennington; VIRGINIA: John E. Downing, Franktown;

WISCONSIN: Gary C. Anderson, Sun Prairie.
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National Agricultural Career Show
Twenty-two years ago the National

Agricultural Career Show was created. The
National FFA Organization joined forces

with agribusiness firms, educational institu-

tions, professional societies and trade asso-

ciations to inform FFA members about ca-

reer opportunities. Exhibitors demonstrated

new products, answered questions and gave

conventioneers an overview oftoday's agri-

cultural industry from products to career

opportunities.

Exhibitors
Ag Ed Network/Agridata Resources, Inc.

Affiliated Laboratories

Ag-Pac

Agri Pro-Nickerson American Plant Breeders,

Inc.

Agri-Education, Inc.

Agricultural Communicators in Education

Agridata Resources, Inc.

Agri-Sat

Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity

Alla-Laval Agri, Inc.

American Angus Association

American Association of Nurserymen

American Breeders Service

American Farm Bureau Federation Young

Farmer and Rancher Activities

American Gelbvieh Association

American Maine-Anjou Association

American Morgan Horse Institute

American Polled Hereford Association

American Quarter Horse Association,

American Salers Association

American Group Sales

American Simmental Association

American Society ol Farm Managers and Rural

Appraisers

American Soybean Association

American Veterinary Medical Association

American-International Charolais Association

Aubum University

Bartlett

Beef Promotion 8 Research Board

Bel-Rea Institute of Animal Technology

Big Sky Racks, Inc.

Bob Jones University

Bureau of the Census

Case IH

Chevrolet Motor Division

Chrysler Corporation—Truck Division

Coca-Cola, USA
Colby Community College

Concord, Ire.

Cook College, Rutgers University

Cornell University, N.Y.S. College of Ag.

Cyanamid Agricultural Division

Dataline

Delmar Publishers, Inc.

DICKEY-john Corporation

Diversified Marketing Association, Inc.

Dow Chemical U.S.A.

Dupage Horticultural School

Evans Bio Control, Inc.

Farmhouse Fraternity

Federal Aviation Administration

Florida Department of Citrus

Florida, University of

Harwood Enterprises

ICI Americas Inc.

Illinois, University of

Instructional Materials Lab

International Brangus Breeders Association

International Minerals and Chemical Corp

Interlec Publishing Corp., Book Div.

Iowa State University

John Deere

Kaiser Agricultural Chemicals/Estech

Kansas State University

Lakeshore Technical Institute

Lincoln University

Maryland, University of

Metropolitan Community College

Mid America Dairymen, Inc.

Minnesota, University of

The National FFA Career Show (above)

began in 1965 with only six companies.

This year 189 companies, agri-firms and

universities participated. (At left) FFA
members visit with company representa-

tives to learn about career opportunities.

Hall of States
Alaska Nebraska

Arkansas Nevada

Connecticut North Carolina

Delaware New York

Hawaii Ohio

Idaho Oklahoma

Illinois Pennsylvania

Indiana Puerto Rico

Kansas South Carolina

Maine South Dakota

Maryland Tennessee

Massachusetts Utah

Montana Wisconsin

Missouri Wyoming

Mississippi

Minnesota-Waseca, University of

Missouri Chapters of Fisheries Society &

wildlife Society

Missouri, University of

Mobay Corporation

Modesto Junior College

Na-Churs Plant Food Company

Nashville Auto Diesel Collge

National Agricultural Aviation Associabon

National Association ol Stale Universities and

Land Grant Colleges

National Cattlemen's Association

National Farmers Organization

National FFA Foundation

National Food & Energy Council, Inc.

National Grain & Feed Association

National Guard Bureau

National Pork Producers Council

National Rifle Association

National Vocational Agriculture Teachers

Association

Navy Recruiting Command

Nebraska-Lincoln, University of

North American Limousin Association

North Dakota Stale University

Northeast Louisiana University

Northwest Missouri Stale University

Ohio Agric. Ed. Curriculum Materials Ser. Inc.

Ohio Slate University

Oklahoma CIMC/MAVCC

Oklahoma Slate University

Pecan Valley Nut Company, Inc.

Penn State—College of Agriculture

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.

Postsecondary Agricultural Students

Purdue University

Remington Arms Company, Inc.

Renco Corporation

Ruritan National General Fund

Seald-Sweel Growers, inc.

Select Sires, Inc.

Society of American Florists

Society for Range Management

Society of American Foresters

Sunkist Growers, Inc.

Surge-Babson Bros. Co.

Texas A&l University

Texas A&M University

Texas Tech University

Tri-Stale Breeder Cooperative

Tuskegee University

U.S. Army

U.S. Air Force

U.S. Marine Corps

Upjohn CompanyTuco Division

USDA-Federal Crop Insurance Corporation

USDA-Foresl Service

USDA-Soil Conservation Service

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & Stale University

Vo-Tech Ed Consortium ol States

Weasler Engineering

Wisconsin, University of

Wisconsin-Madison, University of

wix Fitters

Yamaha Motor Corp., U.S.A.
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Entertainment
National

FFA Band
Sponsored by Manna Pro Corporation

and Landmark Genetics, inc.

With cymbals crashing and trumpets gleaming, the

National FFA Band once again proved to be a convention

favorite. Musicians from across the country were chosen

to perform beautiful music under the direction of Roger

Heath of Boulder, Col., and Gene Englcrth, assistant

director.of Webberville, Mich. Alan and JoAnn Barber of

Burlington, Col. and Mary Heath served as chaperones

and assistants.

T"¥

ALABAMA: Kristy Evans, Scottsboro, Bass Clarinet; Cindy Hankey,

Cullman, Trumpet; Tony Payne, Grant, Trombone; ARKANSAS:

Eari Thurston, Hot Springs, Horn; CALIFORNIA: Russell Callahan,

MiraLoma, Percussion; GEORGIA: Michelle Oyster, Homerville,

Clarinet; IDAHO: Christine Hill, Nampa, Rule; Ned Quigley, Buhl,

Alto Sax; Toni Sulton, Midvale, Trumpet; ILLINOIS: Susan

Johnson, Elmwood, Clarinet; Kelly Marshall, Speer, Trumpet; Trish

McLouth, Bushnell, Alto Sax; Mary O'Brien, Lefloy, Clarinet; Phil

Silas, Bushnell, Horn; INDIANA: Jed Alberts, Remington, Tuba;

Julia Brown, Greenfield, Trumpet; Eric£hastain, Remington, Horn;

Trade Goodnight, Frankfort, Clarinet; Scott Lewis, Huntington, Tuba;

Brian White, Morganlown, Trombone; Robert Zolman, La Grange,

Baritone; IOWA: Chris Brown, Seymour, Percussion; Lisa De Haai,

PleasantviPe, Bass Sax; Emily Earwood, Lohrville, Flute; Jody

Green, Castilia, Tuba; Brian Poltebaum, Masonville, Percussion;

Kim Slagel, Brooklyn, Horn; KANSAS: Monty Clark, Eskridge, Alto

Sax; Brian Davidson, Delphos, Trombone; Dennis Fry, Fort Scott,

Clarinet; Doug Messer, Alma, Trumpet; Todd Schmidt, Mt Hope,

Tuba; KENTUCKY: T. J. Hale, Franklin, Horn; Mark Morgan,

Princeton, Baritone; LOUISIANA: Kai GriHin, Cut Oil, Bass Guitar;

MICHIGAN: Becky Catchall, Jonesville, Tenor Sax; Dar Howard,

Remus, Baritone; Nelson Storms, Centreville. Trumpet; MINNE-

SOTA: Heidi Anderson, Buffalo Lake, Bass Clarinet; Dawn Bondhus,

Storden, Clarinet; Spring Halland, Storden, Flute; Joanie Hinder-

scheit, New Prague, Flute; Jason Shippy, Ivanhoe, Trombone;

MISSISSIPPI: Keith Thompson, Magee. Trumpet; MISSOURI: Scott

BurdiM, Hunnewell, Percussion; Buffy Eckhoff, Sweet Springs. Alio

Sax; Bobby Garrett, Sweel Springs, Trumpet; Chris Huffman, Troy,

Tuba; David Hunziger, Linn, Trumpet; Mary Husmann, Buffalo, Flute;

Phil Schmidt, Troy, Trumpet; Stanton Warren, Dawn, Alto Sax; Allen

Ziebarth, Macon, Tuba; MONTANA: Susanne Bolslad, Winifred.

Flute; Sara Hougen, Melstone, Horn; Slacy Simmons, Judith Gap,

Clarinet; James Walls, Fairview, Trombone; NEBRASKA: Brian

Mlady, Verdigre, Clarinet; Sonya Schreiner, Norfolk, Bass Sax;

Stephanie Sutton, Alliance. Bass Clarinet; NEW HAMPSHIRE:

Tammy Woodell, Alstead, Bass Clarinet; NEW YORK: Lori Sayah,

Aftona, Clarinet; NORTH CAROLINA: Tim Baldwin, Bladenboro,

Tuba; Danell Mullis, New London, Trombone; NORTH DAKOTA:

Gretchen Anderson, Carringlon, Horn; David Schlecht, Burlington,

Trumpet; OHIO: Wayne Dellinger, Milford Center, Trumpet; Nathan

Drummond, Ml Sterling, Trombone; Jennifer Jacobs, Monclova,

Flute; Brad Larrick, Byesville, Percussion; OKLAHOMA: Corinna

Dolezal, Billings, Clarinet; David Gregg, Tecumseh, Trombone;

Marni Hannah, Stillwater, Trumpet; Richard Swaim, Walonga,

Trumpet; Shannon Thiele, Perry, Trumpet; Susan Thompson,

Shawnee, Horn; OREGON: Amy Barnes, Pendleton, Alto Sax;

Chrissy Hayhursl, Culver, Flute; Mark Knight, Forest Grove,

Trombone; PENNSYLVANIA: William Lahr.Lykens, Tuba; SOUTH
DAKOTA: Donna Lee, Arlington, Clarinet; Steve Moeller, Brookings,

Trombone; Elden Rand, Hartlord, Tenor Sax; Kari Welter, Harris-

burg, Trumpet; TENNESSEE: Angela Lee, Cleveland, Twirler;

Henry Richerson, Bolivar, Trombone; TEXAS: Geri Masur,

Rockdale, Clarinet; Gale Rask, Oakwood, Baritone; Kim Ware,

League City, Clarinet; UTAH: Jim Wilson, Lehi, Baritone; WASH-
INGTON: Ed Stocklin, Elma. Trumpet; WISCONSIN: Bob

Birnschein, Sturgeon Bay, Baritone; Ken Brandt, Cuba City,

Trombone; Mark Hennes, Hubertus. Percussion; Blane Huppert,

River Falls, Trumpet; Tricia Olson, Marion, Tenor Sax

National FFA
Chorus

Sponsored by Fori Division -Ford Motor Company

Since 1948, the National FFA Chorus has delighted

convention-goers, and this year was no exception. Under the

direction of Stan Kingma, Stephens City, Va., the accompa-

nist and assistant director, Owen Robbins, Philadelphia,

Penn.; assistant directors Marilyn Kingma and son Joe

Kingma, Blacksburg.Va., the chorus opened the convention

with Vespers and closed it with special music on Saturday

afternoon. FFA members from coast to coast were selected

from audition tapes prior to the convention.

ALABAMA: Michael Bankston, Opelika; Lisa Peavy, Uriah; ARIZONA:

Melody Langlord, Wellton; ARKANSAS: Terra Jellress, Louann;

FLORIDA: Kimberly Thornton, Bradley; IDAHO: Mike Sutton, Midvale;

ILLINOIS: Kevin Ayres, Jerseyville; Teresa Benson. Cortland; Carrie

Grilfen.Payson; Matt Harmston, Stockton; Brian Klinge, Port Byron;

David Shireman, Pleasant Hill; INDIANA: John Routh, Cloverdale;

Melinda Schultz, Argos; Teresa Schweikhardt, Wanen; IOWA: Angela

Ballanger, Piano; Jason Carrico, Hedlield; Barbie Jo Cook, Center-

Point; Joni Fatchett, DeWitt; Jason Grave, Guttenburg; Todd Heck,

Coon Rapids;Richard Lorenzen, Buckingham; Mark Ney, Ossian; Kurt

Osmundson, Nashua; CorySomson, Exira; Daniel Striegel, Delta;

Andrea Stromer, Klemme; Glenn VanHorssen, Maurice; Leslie Wells,

Milton; KANSAS: Scott Aberle, Morrill, Stanley M.llikcn, Williamsburg;

KENTUCKY: Sara Frazer, Marion; MICHIGAN: Rebecca Dine,

Alto; Kelly Wright, New Lothrop; MINNESOTA: Dulcie Anderson,

Buffalo Lake; Chris Bans, Dover; ChrislineHenning, Okabena;

Michael Henning, Brewster; Paul Neumann, Ada; Shannon

Nohl.Hancock; Barry Weslman, Rush Crty; Becky Weslrom, Ebow

Lake; MISSISSIPPI: Michael McGivney, Carthage; MISSOURI:

Kevin Bueker, California; Brian Davis, Marionville; Alisa

Forrester.Memphis; Shane Geib, Thayer; Angela Hampton,

California; Julie Hendrickson.Sedalia; Dewayne Hull, Sparta; Arlise

Johnston, Rutledge; Ginger Johnstone.Hartville; Amy Jones,

Hallway; Scott Lane, Liberal; Walter Miller, Arbela;Shannon

Rothweiler, Monroe City; Randy Sproat, Wanensburg; Shaun

Sweiger.Weatherby; Brian Thomas, Eagleville; Trudy Trantham,

Willard; Timothy Tmllinger, Grant City; MONTANA: Clancy

Johnston, Garneill; NEBRASKA: GinaAlber, Blue Hill; Holly

Placek, Swanton; Dustin Premer, BlueHill; Dane] Sandall, Bassett;

NEW YORK: John Hajdasz, Evans Mills; Maria Puller, Sidney

Center; NORTH CAROLINA: Ronald Clodlelter, Slatesville; OHIO:

Dan Cox, Eaton; Joseph Durkin, Manslield; Lynn Huges, Gambter;

BridgetKadel, Covington; David Rodgers, London; OKLAHOMA:

Tammy Bond, Durant; Bobbi Meyer, Lamont; Amy Paul, Stratford;

TawanaScotl, Pawnee; Tava Seilert, Enid; OREGON: Emly

Donigian, Elgin; SOUTH CAROLINA: George Ulmer, Cope;

SOUTH DAKOTA: Darin Bitlner, Woonsocket; Palriece Laisy.

Madison; Mark Miller.Huriey; TENNESSEE: Leah Carden, Johnson

City; TEXAS: Clay Edmonds. Anahuac; Cris Stephenson, Liberty;

UTAH: Richard Harris, Rkmfield; WASHINGTON: Katrina Bohnet,

Wilson Creek; Heather Garman, Snohomish; ScotlHeitstuman,

Uniontown; WISCONSIN: Amy Dobesh, Denmark; Bill Emery,

Haser City; DeWayne Fossum.lndependence; Marie Lee, Elk

Mound; Rock Meinholz, Marshall; Dan Odeen.Viroqua; Kimberly

Olson, Albany; Robert Quinnell, Friendship;

National FFA
Talent

Sponsored by Ford Division Ford Motor Company

National FFA Talent Directors Don and Martha

Erickson from Makoti, North Dakota, have coordinated a

unique convention program for 39 years. They organized

and arranged schedules for talent groups, placing FFA
bands, soloists and other entertainers in performances at

various convention functions. Pastperformers were reunited

Thursday evening at a reunionhosted by the Erickson's.

ALABAMA: Chris Campbell, Logan; Waylon Campbell, Logan; Scott

McCormick, Vinemont; Michael Johnson, Cullman; ARKANSAS: Max

Phillips, Hunlsville; Renea Roberts, Wickes; Melissa Daniels, Lake

Hamilton; ARIZONA: Rochell Salterfeld, Glendale; John Biship, Higley;

Natalie Moore, Mesa; DELAWARE: Karen Timmons, Camden;

HAWAII: Hasting Albo, Hilo; IOWA: Bradley VanHorn, Sheffield; Kelly

Ann Miller, Essex; Brenda Plagge, Denison; INDIANA: Jason Funer,

Reynolds; Mike Smolek, Idaville; ILLINOIS: Darnisha Cowen. Chicago;

Kenneth Hill, Chicago; Maria Poelinitz, Chicago; Mamita Stennes,

Chicago; KANSAS: Lori Lalouette, Florence; Laura Marks, Gypsum;

Annette Janzen, Moundridge; MAINE: Kelley Harmon, Caribou;

MICHIGAN: Ron Zdrojewski, Palms; Lisa Lemanske, Ubly; MINNE-

SOTA: Rodney Krell, Blooming Prairie; Rodney Pesch, Waltham; Kerry

Schneider, Waltham; Dan Ladwig, Elbow Lake; Gregory Sperr.

Herman; Jonathon Olson, Elbow Lake; Becky Weslrom, Elbow Lake;

Janice Miller, Herman; Greg Hukriede, Long Prairie; Mike Hukriede,

Long Prairie; Glen Pesta, Long Prairie; Randy Schotl, Grey Eagle;

Charlie Burgess, Long Prairie; Mike Guggenberger, Long Prairie; Rick

Klinkhammet, Long Prairie (Alternate); Kim Bruder, Long Prairie

(Alternate); MISSOURI: Karen Sue Cox, Gower; Christine Sundahl,

Myrtle; Renee Olbricht, Thayer; Pamela Allison, Flemington; MON-

TANA: Colleen Robertson, Judith Gap; Leigh Snell, Miles City; NEW
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MEXICO: Michael Ware, Las Cruoes; NORTH CAROLINA: Perry

O'Neal Rape, Fork Road; NORTH DAKOTA: Jolene Henke, Gackle;

Brian Bendickson, Garrison; Shannon Schutt, Jamestown; Bruce

Jorgenson, Powers Lake; Chris Holmen, Powers Lake; Lane Titus.

Powers Lake; Kayo Grubb, Powers Lake; Britt Evenson, WIslon;

Kari Rossland. Williston; Dusti Borsheim, Wiiiston; OHIO: Tracy

Carter, Bowling Green; Sharon Walls, Weslon; Jill Scott, Tonto-

gany; Rick Bachman, Grand Rapids; Jenny Limes. Bowling Green;

Holly Long. Rudolph; Charlyn Chambers, Swanlon; OKLAHOMA:

Kelli Banks. Brislow; Melissa Hembree, Shawnee; Amy Palmer,

Stillwater; Eric Jemigan, Red Oak; OREGON: Stacie Lyn Saxon,

Paisley; TENNESSEE: Jason Luckey, Humboldt; Jimmy Melton,

Hendersonville;TEXAS: Gtenda Ellis, Friona; Jason Blackman,

Blum; David McPherson, Blum; Lanny Martindale, Grandview;

Darren Rape, Blum; Allison Moore, Duncanville; Marc Robinson,

Cleburne; Karen Lawler, Hariingen; UTAH: Kecia Phillips, Nephi;

WASHINGTON: Lisa Thorn, Snohomish; Rob Enbody; WIS-

CONSIN: Jennifer Kapinos, Denmark; WYOMING: Thea Slack,

Kinnear.
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Special Guests

Dr. Bonnie Guiton, Assistant Secretary for Vocational

and Adult Education, USDE, and Jobn Pope
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New At The 60th
'A Glory Piece for FFA"

Sponsored by The Wrangler Brand and American Group Sales, Inc.

Nashville songwriter Alan Ross has created

a catchy rock interpretation of FFA—and pro-

vided background music for this year's theme

show.

"America—We Are The FFA", anew video,

premiered to a thunderous response Thursday

morning. The five and one-half minute anthem,

introduced on screen by Larry Gatlin, captures

the excitement ofFFA in a language that appeals

to the youth audience.

Information Intern Jeri Matties says, "We
are trying to gel away from the plows and cows

image in recruiting new members. Weexpectthe

video will be used extensively by chapters."

The video is available in VHS format from

the National FFA Supply Service and as a 16mm
film from Venard Films Ltd.

Computer

Central
Upstairs, away from the

bustle of the FFA newsroom, a

long row of Macintosh computers

ushered the convention into the

world ofdesktop publishing. Both

the FFA Times and Convention

Proceedings were written and laid

out with the latest in equipment

Atwood Convention Publishing

ofKansas City, Mo., increased the

ease and efficiency of producing

the publications by helping with

design and production.

They Believe in Promotion
Sponsored by Beef Promotion and Research Board

The FFA Times is in good company these days. Their new sponsor—the Beef Promotion and

Research Board—is also responsible for those tasty beefadvertisements starring Cybil Sheperd and

James Gamer. Known for their innovative promotions, the group administers the beef check-off

program.

FFA Sneaks Back

In the Classroom
Sponsored by Kraft, Inc.

Elementary school students across the nation will soon be

treated to a new film about the production of food and fiber.

Because of it's young audience, however, "The Case of the

Sneaky Snack" is not your typical documentary.

Raimondi Films of Washington, D.C., put together an

amusing, tongue-in-cheek detective spoof about a missing

boy. With crumbs as clues, our detectives are led to the wise

Dr. Freund, who gives some pertinent agricultural lessons.

"The Case of the Sneaky Snack" may be borrowed, free of

charge, from Venard Films, Ltd. or purchased from the Na-

tional FFA Supply Service.

Composer Alan Ross and his wife Ann McCarty Ross

Live from Kansas City—It's FFA
Sponsored by Zenith, John Deere, Suzuki and CIBA-GEIGY

Years of dreaming have paid off. For the first time in FFA history,

portions of the convention were broadcast live.

Via satellite uplink, convention excitement was conveyed into homes
across the nation. Satellite dish owners were able to watch speakers

George Bush, Lee Iacocca, William Bennett, Roger Staubach and Robert

Dole, along with the National Prepared Public Speaking Contest, the

National Agricultural Proficiency Awards Pageant and the election of

1987-88 national officers.

AGRI-SAT of Belmont, Wis., coordinated the 15 hours of coverage

and broadcast students from the University ofWisconsin-Plattevillemade

up the film crew. Former national officer David Pearce served as anchor

and past Colorado state President Troy Whitmore covered special interest

stories. Says Pearce, "Now the convention's notjust for the 10,000 people

in the auditorium—it's for a nationwide audience."

New Award

• m
The first recipient of the "Outstanding American"

award was Lee Iacocca, chairman and chief executive

officer, Chrysler Corporation.

Three Million and Counting
When Crystal McDaniel put in a jacket order with the Na-

tional FFA Supply Service, she had no idea she'd end up on stage

at her first National convention.

McDaniel, from Evadale, Texas., gave her new jacket back

to theFFA in a special presentation. Herjacket then wenton dis-

play in the auditorium lobby throughout the convention.

Incidentally, McDaniel didn't go home empty-handed. The

Supply Service has provided her another blue and gold jacket
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Official

Delegates

ALABAMA: Curl Lee, Jasper; Brian Petty,

Harlselle; Keith Phillips, Ozark ALASKA:

Maria Mason, ; Susan Muncy, Palmer

ARIZONA: Tami Austin, Mesa; Cody

Goswick, Humboldt ARKANSAS: Stephen

Black, Prairie Grove; Eric Hughes, Gurdon

CALIFORNIA: Dennis K. Albiani, Elk Grove;

Kathy M. Almond, Rio Oso; Kathleen M.

Binns, Quartz Hill; Janel D. Holman, Santa

Rosa COLORADO: Geoff Baumgartner,

Wiggins; Denise Tappy, Stoneham

CONNECTICUT: Robin Burns, Andover;

Laura Wimpfheimer, East Granby DELA-

WARE: Estella Stanton, Milford; Mike

Whealley, Smyrna DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA: Georgia Coleman, Washington; Tisa

McRae, Washington FLORIDA: Becky

Shaw, Mayo; Sonja Jo Muffins, Ocala

GEORGIA: Tim Coleman, Twin City; Tissy

Tinsley, Homerville HAWAII: Sonia

Crampton, Kailua; Kell Matsuda, Kapaau

IDAHO: Sieve Hines, Kuna; Allan Fuller,

Blackfoot ILLINOIS: Dean Huff, Brighton;

Alvie McCormick, Ava INDIANA: Scott

Crouch, Trafalgar; Matthew Rekeweg,

Trafalgar IOWA: Robert A. Hanson,

Castana; Matt Anderson, Stuart KANSAS:
Michael Coe, Soldier; Justin McKee, Edna

KENTUCKY: Brian Eadens, Bowling Green;

Regina Swift, Shelbyville LOUISIANA:

Tammy L. Augustine, Kinder; Carey D.

Martin, Frierson MAINE: Frank Winslow,

Presque Isle; Lynwood Winslow, Presque

Isle MARYLAND: Dana Gates, Thurmont;

Brenda Irwin, Finksburg MASSACHU-
SETTS: Michele Gouveia, Berkley; Jeffrey

LaFleur, Taunton MICHIGAN: David Byrum,

Onondaga; Charles Scovill, Fennville

MINNESOTA: Brian Hegland, Peterson;

Dan Sorum, Lanesboro MISSISSIPPI: David

Smith, Sleens; Wayne Thompson, Magee

MISSOURI: John Martin, Centralia; Debbie

Business

Powell, Reeds MONTANA: Shawn Egan,

Columbus; Craig Taylor, Miles City

NEBRASKA:Brian Thompson, Lincoln; Bill

Smith, Ashland NEVADA: Thad Ballard,

Wells, Patty Howell, Wells NEW HAMP-

SHIRE: Allan Scholtz, Hampton; Tina

Woodell, Alstead NEW JERSEY: Ann

Andrews, Ml. Holly; Michele Mora, Cream

Ridge NEW MEXICO: Heidi Bannon,

Folsom; Marvin Pounds, Corona NEW
YORK: William Fobare, Rensselaer Falls;

Glenna Teator, Greenville NORTH CARO-

LINA: Brian Davis, Taylorsville; Gene

Mottolo, Newport; Amanda Hill, Cary

NORTH DAKOTA: Kelly Linster, Berthold;

Will MacDonald, Bismarck OHIO: Dan

1987 Official Delegates

Schraer, New Bremen; Dave Collins, Arcanum;

Scott Streber, New Vienna OKLAHOMA:

Norman Ladd, Cushing; Janet Shinault, Noble;

Shane Stewart, Stillwater OREGON: Mike

Knutz, McMinnville; Ed Rohne, Astoria PENN-

SYLVANIA: Lamar Gockley, Mohnton; Melissa

Spayd, Fleetwood PUERTO RICO: Elsie M.

Soto, Lares; Marisol Villalobos, Ciales RHODE
ISLAND: Scott Ketlelle, N. Kingstown; Julie

Teftt, West Greenwich SOUTH CAROLINA:

Bernard Hampton, Pendleton; Al Harman,

Gilbert SOUTH DAKOTA: David Fuhr, Elkton;

Michael Knulsen, Volga TENNESSEE:

Elizabeth Daniel, Brighton; Randy Sutherland,

Cottontown TEXAS: Joey Dollins, Kaly; Cory

Loudermilk, Stephenville; Toby Miller,

Whilharral; Ronny Nauert, Austin; Leanne

Rogers, Bryan; Mitchell Thomas, Raymondville

UTAH: Gregory Miner, Springville: Douglas K.

Stott, Meadow VERMONT: Amy Pease,

Tunbridge; Rene Roy, Charleston VIRGIN

ISLANDS: Jay Alexander, St. Croix; Rafeal

Rawlins, St. Croix VIRGINIA: Scot Lilly,

Mechanics*; Kathy Lineburg, Middletown

WASHINGTON: Pat Oster, Enumclaw; Sandi

Williams, Lind WEST VIRGINIA: Roy Hedrick,

Petersburg; Alex Sowers, Augusta WISCON-
SIN: Tim Hegg, Marshfleld; Jenny Nowak,

Oshkosh; Ed Peck, Madison WYOMING: Tina

Guest, Hawk Springs; Monty Trumbull,

Newcastle

Committee Reports
Alumni

Committee
We, the Alumni Committee, wish lo ex-

press our sincere thanks to Woody Cox, Jim

Sipiorski, Eldon Witt, Mildred Moore, and Rick

Metzger for valuable contributions to our

committee. We have been enlightened by the

knowledge these individuals have presented to

us. We feel that the development of the FFA
Alumni afffiliaies thoughout the country will

certainly aid in the preservation and promotion of

vocational agriculture.

We suggest and support the following

1. National Leadership Conferences for

State Officers

We recommend to the National Staff and

the National Officers to include Alumni pro-

grams and presentations at these conferences.

This will allow the National Alumni to reveal

information and resources available to state offi-

cers, so they can become better educated about

the Alumni organization.

This will promote a belter understanding

between FFA and the FFA Alumni and how they

can work together to support vocational agricul-

2. Washington Conference Program

The WCP Staff should initiate programs

that will be educational to the FFA members

present, concerning the FFA Alumni. This will

also help to inform the Alumni aboutthe FFA and

its activities. We also encourage the WCP Staff

to also include programs that will be motiva-

tional and educational for the alumni members

present.

3. State Alumni Conventions

We feel that state FFA conventions and

state FFA Alumni conventions should be sepa-

rate functions, based on the success of leading

Alumni states. This would allow the Alumni to

give one hundred percent support at both the

Slate FFA Convention and the State Alumni

Convention. We feel confident that this will

increase the alumni attendance at both conven-

4. Increase Membership
We feel the best way to increase member-

ship on all levels is through the visibility of the

FFA Alumni. We feel the National FUTURE
FARMER Magazine, along with state and local

publications, should allow the promotion of the

FFA Alumni through articles and advertisement.

We feel that the National Organization,

state associations and local chapters, should send

information regarding alumni membership to

graduating students and adult vocational educa-

tion groups.

Due lo the examples set by National and

State officers, we feel they should continue their

i with vocational agriculture by be-

coming lifetime Alumni members.

The Alumni is ready and willing to continue

theirsupportofFFA and Vocational Agriculture.

We, as the Alumni Committee sincerely believe

that if implemented, these items would benefit

the FFA as well as the FFA Alumni.

Respectfully Submitted,

Scott Crouch, Indiana: Chairman

Will MacDonald, North Dakota: Co-Chairman

Tina Woodell, New Hampshire

Tim Heeg, Wisconsin

Becky Shaw, Florida

John N. Martin, Missouri

Mitch Thomas, Texas

Norman Ladd, Oklahoma

Kathy Lineburg, Virginia

Auditing

Committee
We the Auditing Committee of the 60lh

National FFA Convention recommend to the

National FFA Organization:

1. The audit report of Stoy, Malone and

Company found satisfactory and meeting the

requirements of Public Law 740 for the fiscal

years September 1, 1986 to August 31, 1987 be

accepted.

2. Place a copy of the budget in the delegate

convention packages sent to the official dele-

gates and the State FFA staff, before arrival in

Kansas City.

3. Continue to distribute a condensed finan-

cial report in each delegate package that is re-

ceived upon registration in Kansas City and

encourage these delegates to share this informa-

tion with their fellow state officers.

4. Continue to provide copies of the Stoy,

Malone and Company report available upon

request from the National FFA Center.

5. We thank Mr. David Miller, national

treasurer, and Mr. Wilson Cames, administrative

director, for the knowledge and wisdom they

each provided.

Respectfully submitted:

Brian Davis, North Carolina (Chairman)

Douglas Stott, Utah (Co-Chairman)

Charles Scovill, Michigan

Kell Matsuda, Hawaii

Julie Tefft, Rhode Island

Donald Noorda, Nevada

Scott Ketlelle, Rhode Island
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Committee Reports

National Awards Committee
We, the members of ihc National Awards

Committee, have reviewed the following pro-

grams: Achievement Awards, BOAC, the De-

gree programs, National Chapter, National

Safety, and Proficiency Awards program. These

arc our recommendations to the Contests and

Awards standing commitlee and the National

FFA Board of Directors to strengthen the current

programs and insure that they are an important

part of the instruclional program for ALL FFA

members.

1. We recommend recognition by placing

for the top ten chapters in the National Chapter

,md National Safely awards programs.

2. We believe thai attempts should be made

to bring the level of National Chapter and Na-

tional Safety awards exposure and awareness up

to the level ofBOAC.
3. We recommend die implementation of

an Individual Award within the National Safety

Awards Program.

4. We encourage the exploration of more

sponsorship for the National Chapter and Na-

mnal Safety programs.

5. We believe that there should be increased

continuity amongst the different proficiency

applications.

6. We recommend an increase in weight for

marketing in the evaluation of proficiency

awards.

7. We encourage an expanding of topics

covered by our proficiency awards program.

Ideas might be to split sales and service, add

s or promotions areas and imple-

t agri-maikcting area.

8. We believe that attempts should bemade

to evaluate proficiency and star awards on the

basis ofgrowth and development rather than size

9. Werecommendareviewingof the appli-

cation and handbook for the American Farmer

Degree to make them less intimidating and easier

to understand.

10. We advocate the importance of the

Achievement Award program and believe that

attempts should be made to increase awareness

and understanding in the program.

11. We recommend that chapter, state, and

national award winners receive a blank thank-

you note along with their award to increase the

amount of appreciation directed toward our

sponsors.

12. Werecommcndthatthemcmbersofthe

FFA extend a tremendous thank you to the Na-

tional program specialist as well as their assis-

tants for their service and commitment to our

organization.

We also extend a word of appreciation to

our two consultants Laurie Cunningham, Vir-

ginia and Larry Redding, Pennsylvania,

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Hanson, Iowa (Chairperson)

Mario Flores, California (Co-Chairperson)

Sandi Williams, Washington (Secretary)

Michele Gouveia, Massachusetts

Tim Coleman, Georgia

Whitney Bruno, Alaska

Cory Loudermilk, Texas

Career Show promoting the interest in post-

secondary education for high school students.

3. Have other members more ducctly in-

volved with Collegiate FFA Chapters and agri-

cultural education serve as consultants on this

Collegiate Agriculture Education

Development Committee
We. the members of the 1987 Collegiate Ag

Ed Committee, after having been briefed on the

current conditions of the collegiate level of

membership, feel that the guidelines listed in the

Official FFA Manual be more specifically up-

dated by the Constitution and By-laws Commit-

tee as follows:

The Collegiate FFA will be an integral part

of an ag ed instructional program in two or four-

year institutions where agricultural education

courses are taught. Other majors in colleges of

agriculture wishing to continue as members in

FFA would be enrolled in either active or alumni

levels of membership.

After specifying more clearly the guide-

lines as listed abvove, we feel that the following

recommendations can be applied:

1. Develop a national contest format for

Collegiate members such as debate, public

speaking, etc.

2. Have a booth allhe National Agricultural

We, the members of the Collegiate Ag Ed

Committee, feel that these recommendations

will provide a sound basis for national growth for

the Collegiate FFA organizations.

Special thanks to Mr. Jack Pilzer, St., Editor

ot\heNaiionalFUTURE FARMER, forallofhis

help and advice concerning our committee work.

Respectfully submitted,

Leanne Rogers, Texas (Chairman)

Elizabeth Daniels, Tennessee (Co-Chairman)

Ronny Nauert, Texas (Secretary)

Dean Huff, Illinois

Glenna Teator, New York

David Byrum, Michigan

National Information

Service Committee
Wethemembcrsof the 1987National Infor-

mation Service Committee, make the following

recommendations to improve and further de-

velop the information services of the National

FFA Organization.

1. Put emphasis on modem technical equip-

ment (video etc.), thus reducing printed materi-

als.

A. Produce a video from sponsoring compa-

nies and public figures' points of view on why

they support our organization.

B.Encourage slate officers to utilize na-

tional video tapes at stale and district meetings.

C. Make public relations tapes of non-tradi-

tional proficiency award winners success stories,

cspically focusing on specialty areas such as

agribusiness, agriscience, and compulcr-rclalcd

fields.

D. Produce videos promoting the national

judging contests to promote awareness of FFA's

hands on experience with careers other than

farming.

E. Encourage states to promote their state

convention activities, just as the national FFA

organization, l>y dm ml: viJco equipment

2. Utilize the FFA Reporters Handbook by

starting a State Reporters Workshop possibly in

conjunction with State Presidents Conference.

3. Provide a Reporters Handbook in video

form lohelptrain individual chapters with public

relations.

4. Produce a computer disk that would aid

chapicrs in recruitment lo be to be included in the

recruitment program packet.

5. Encourage sponsors to publicize the

National FFA Organization on their products.

(Example, "Proaid Sponsors of National FFA

Organization" on the back of a milk carton.)

6. Establish display at the Agricultural

Career Show at the National FFA Convention in

order that every state could participate and share

ideas related to public relations.

7. Recommend lo the National Future

Farmer Magazine lo initiate a pull out section in

the magazine to promote recruitment.

We thank die staff of information services:

Mr. Bill Stagg, director; Ms. Jeri Maitics, intern;

and Mr. Bob Juncker. executive secretary Indi-

ana Association; for their hard work during the

National FFA Convention as well as the many

programs ihe National Information Service has

initiated this past year.

We challenge ihe National Information

Service lo take these recommendations into

strong consideration and keep up the good work.

Respectfully Submitted:

Dan Schroer , Ohio (Chairman)

Dan Sorum, Minnesota (Co-Chairman)

Cody Goswick, Arizona

Lamar B. Gockely, Pennsylvania

Dave Fuhr, South Dakota

Keith Phillips, Alabama

Dcnise Tappy, Colorado

Estella Stanton, Delaware

Consultants:

Bob Jucnker

Bill Stagg
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Convention Managers Put It All Together

Tony Hoyt

Program

Coleman Harris

National Executive

Secretary and Convention

General Manager

Geroge Verzagt

National Agricultural

Career Show

Lennie Gamage
International and

Registration

CPw^llly

Bernie Stailer Robert C. Seefeldt

Sponsors Awards Dennis Sharer

Supply Service

Committee Reports National Leadership Conferences Committee

International Committee
We, the members of the International Pro-

grams Committee, with the purpose of develop-

ing agricultural relationships with countries

abroad and educating students in agricultural

production methods of other countries, present

the following recommendations to the 60th Na-

tional Convention ofFuture Farmers ofAmerica:

1. Provideavideoforrecruiting sponsors as

well as promoting the international program.

2. Have state associations utilize returning

WEA students to give presentations on work

experience at stale conventions.

3. Request that a detailed information

packet, similar to BOAC and Food for America,

be made available to individual chapters through

the National FFA Supply Service.

4. Work with members of the Washington

Conference Program staff to allot a time for

international interns to present a program on

international exchange.

5. Recommend to state governing officials

that they recognize participants in the interna-

tional exchange program.

6. Compilealistofexchange students from

theU.S. and participants from inbound countries

who will be willing to make presentations on
their trips.

7. Gather a list of chapters that are willing

to host inbound exchange students on a short

term basis and provide the list to inbound stu-

8. SetagoalforlOOpercentparticipationof

ilates in the international exchange program.

9. Mail promotional information for pres-

ite presidents.

10. Invite host families to state conventions

and recognize them for their participation.

11. Advertise in order to encourage partici-

pants to seek college credits for their interna-

tional experience.

12. Encourage state foundations and

aiumni organizations to develop scholarships for

international exchange program.

13. Initiate an exchange program with

Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands,

We, the International Committee, extend

sincere thanks to sponsors and commend the

NationalFFA Foundation for theirsupportofthis

program. Also, we thank the International Pro-

gram Specialists for their work in rapidly devel-

oping this program.

Respectfully submitted.

Randy Sutherland, Tennessee, (Chairman)

Ed Peck, Wisconsin, (Co-Chairman)

Greg Miner, Utah

Ann Andrews, New Jersey

Michael Knutsen, South Dakota,

Susan Muncy, Alaska

Kathleen Binns, California

Mike Wheatley, Delaware
Melanie Burgess, Consultant, Program

Specialist

We, the members of the National Leader

ship Conference Committee, have carefully

lyzed and evaluated the 1987 Washington Con-
ference Program and State Presidents' Confer-

ence, with our primary objective being

prove, the leadership training at.these confer

ences for our fellow FFA members. We do

hereby submit the following recommendations:

Washington Conference Program
1. We recommend that there be more emphasis

placed on historic sites and national monuments

in our promotional brochure.

2. The promotional brochure should be worded

so that it includes an invitation to any member
interested in becoming a chapter leader.

3. Provide the opportunity for participants to

learn and become more aware of other state's

structures and chapter activities.

4. Provide practical, hands-on leadership experi-

5. During theML Vernon visit, have aprogram to

emphasize the leadership qualities of George

Washington.

6. Patriotism should continue to be stressed

throughout the program.

7. FFA be promoted as a "positive" organization

and make a great emphasis on the area of

changes, and opportunities in FFA today so the

participants can utilize these ideas in their own

chapter and state.

8 . The following areas be considered for individ-

ual workshops:

a. Self esteem/confidence

b. National pride

c. Leadership participation

d. Positive public image of FFA

e. Goal setting

f. Team work and effective communication

g. Etiquette

h. Morals

i. Peer Pressure

j. Chapter needs - problems and answers

k. Careers

I. Opportunities

9. Have a National Officer present at least one

full day during the week.

10. Place strongeremphasis on advisor participa-

tion by:

a. Providing idea exchange workshops

b. Providing information about awards and

c. Providing special advisor brochures

State Presidents' Conference

1. Allow participants more time at the National

FFA Center.

2. Provide handouts on sponsor recruitment for

the state level.

3. Create better alumni awareness by utilizing

top program leaders and topical workshops.

4. Split state officers and state leaders during

Issues and Answers discussion.

5. Have more pic tutes ofparticipants during slide

6. Possibly extending the conference by one day

allowing for better utilization of time and loca-

In closing, we would like to commend the

1987 Washington Conference Program staffand

the national officers for excellent leadership and

Continued onpage 26

National Future Farmer Magazine Committee
We, the members of the 1987 National

Future Farmer Magazine Committee, on behalf

of the membership of the National FFA Organi-

zation wish to express our sincere thanks and
appreciation to the National Future Farmer

magazine staff and commend them on a job well

After intense discussion and organized

planning, we submit the following suggestions:

I. State Reporters should compile a monthly
report including photos on their respective state

for the National Future Farmer staff.

We stress that other state officers, alumni,

state staff, and FFA members are also part of the

magazine and should send in articles.

II. We suggest the use of vivid color throughout

the magazine, which includes photos, titles, and

headings.

III. If members are not receiving their magazine,

or would like to receive the magazine at home,

they should consult their chapter advisor and

request to have it sent directly to their home.

IV. Graduating seniors are encouraged to con-

tinue membership after high school in the FFA
and subscribe to the magazine in order to stay

informed about FFA issues.

V. The following ideas for articles were recom-

mended for future issues, and items, lettered A,C,

and H, will need input from FFA members:

A. Question and answer column

B. Pros and cons of current FFA issues

C. Acreative comer, where fictional stories,

poems, or drawings can be submitted by FFA

members

D. Explanatory (how-to) articles

F. Personal columns featuring a national

officer, which will include an update on their

G. Current agricultural issues and how they

affectFFAmembers and the agriculture industry

H. Regional reports, featuring one state

within the region

I. Self-confidence and motivation-building

articles that members can link directly to them-

selves

J. Dealing with peer pressure and selling a

positive example,

VI. Photo ideas include:

A. Humorous photos in the joke page sec-

Contintted on page 26
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Committee Reports

Magazine Conimued/rom page 25

B A cluster page full of photos that arc the

covers of past issues of the National Future

Farmer magazine.

C. Action Photos

A longer and more detailed report was compiled

for the National Future Farmer magazine staff.

Respectfully submitted

Kathy Almond, California (Chairperson)

Michelc Moro, New Jersey (Co-Chairpcr;

Kelly Luister, North Dakota

Carey Martin, Louisiana

Steve Hines, Idaho

Heidi Bannon, New Mexico

Amanda Hill, North Carolina

Consultants:

Andrew Markwart

Glenn D. Luedke

Leadership Conferences Continuedfrom page 25

promotion of agriculture's new spirit. We would

also like to commend the National Board of

Directors for their development of the National

FFA Personal Development Conference,

Respectfully submitted,

Shane Stewart, Oklahoma (Chairman)

Ed Rohne, Oregon (Co-Chairman)

Elsie Soto, Puerto Rico

Melissa Spayd, Pennsylvania

Al Harman, South Carolina

Lynwood Winslow, Maine

Debbie Powell, Missouri

Scott Streber, Ohio

Membership Development Committee
We, the members of the 1987 Membership

Development Committee, wish to express the

importance of recruiting new members into our

organization.

We feel thai even though our organization

has an outstanding record of achievement and a

large number of members, it is vital lo create an

influx of new members lo both allow more stu-

dents to gain the numerous benefits of FFA
membership and to maintain the high standards

that have always been synonymous with our or-

ganization.

With this purpose in mind, we wish to

submit ihe following report. We firmly believe

that if these guidelines are followed, they will be

of invaluable assistance to future recruitment

endeavors.

1. Recommend that a full eighth grade

program be established as well as exploratory

classes for grade levels lower than eight.

2. Strongly encourage 100% membership

by making membership automatic with enroll-

ment in high school agriculture.

3. Recommend thai professional organiza-

tions, such as die NVATA be encouraged to

provide workshops for agriculture instructors

dealing with FFA recruitment and the use of

recruiung tools, such as die Monsanto program.

4. Recommend a communication at the

national level from the FFA organization to the

Department of Education concerning and sup-

porting an accreditation program for high school

agriculture students and FFA members in aca-

demic areas pertaining lo vocational agriculture.

5, Encourage the development of a four

year block membership for post-graduate mem-
bers to be obtained in their senior year.

6. Suggest that an end of the year report be

provided to the 1988 Membership Development

Committee concerning the actions taken on the

above recommendations and their discemable

We feel lhat if the previously discussed

guidelines are followed in the coming year that

this organization will not only continue to pro-

vide leaders for the new fields of agriculture, but

also play a predominate role in shaping the agri-

culture industry of America through

Agriculture's New Spirit.

Respectfully submitted,

Scot E. Lilly, Virginia (Chairman)

Laura Wimpfheimer, Conn. (Co-chairman)

Alan Brown

Dana L. Gates, Maryland

Wayne Thompson, Mississippi

Craig Taylor. Montana

Jenny Newak, Wisconsin

Brian Petty, Alabama

Dave Collins, North Dakota

National Issues Committee
We the members of the 1987 National Is-

sues Committe propose the following recom-

mendations:

1. Name of the Organization

We recommend that the name of the organi-

zation should not be changed. We do recognize

that an image problem docs exist; however, it is

the opinion of the committee lhat the name of the

organization is not the source of the problem. It

is fell lhat increased public awareness of our or-

ganization would be more beneficial and more

practical than changing the name.

2. National Board of Directors

We feel lhat the national officers should be

placed on the National Board of Directors. We
also feel that state supervisors' term of service

should be increased to provide more stability

within the board. These recommendations

should be compared to the provisions of Public

Law 81 -740 to determine what changes may be

required in the law.

3. Regional Organization

After reviewing the number of states and

members within each region, the committee fee Is

that there is no applicable solution to the problem

of their distribution.

4. Limits on the American Farmer De-

gree

The committeerecommends that the quotas

be removed and that the minimum requirements

of the American Farmer remain the same.

5. N.L.CS.O. Dates

The committee feels that all N.L.CS.O.

meetings should be held prior to the State

President's Conference to allow for equalized

training for all participants.

6. American Royal Queen Contest

The committee recommends lhat the

American Royal revise the current American

Royal Queen Contest to include both sexes, and

it not bejudged in any way on the basis of physi-

cal appearance.

7. Chairmen, Co-Chairman, and Nomi-

nating Committee Member Selection

The committee recommends that the selec-

tion process for delegate committee chairman,

co-chairmen, and Nominating Committee mem-

bers be set up on a rotational basis of slates to

allow for equal state representation for these

positions.

8. Relationship to Alumni.

The committee discussed the current status

of alumni membership. We feel that adequate

information was not available lo come to a con-

clusion.

The Issues Committee feels that these rec-

ommendations should be strongly considered by

the members. The commiuee would be more ef-

fective if a formal process was established for

submiuing issues and information, and to

National Contest Committee
We, the National Contest Committee of the

60th National FFA Convention, bring forth the

following recommendations:

1. That the National FFA Board of Directors

maintain efforts to promote contest opportunities

and participation.

2. That current and future contests change with

the times by including updated tests dealing with

ihe new technical developments in dial area of

the agricultural industry.

3. Due to evolving changes in agriculture, we

recommend that all contests be periodically

evaluated to determine their appropriateness.

4. Once policy has been established for adding,

deleting, or changing contests, we recommend

that consideration be given to the following

possible National Contests:

a. Crops Contest

b. Land Use Judging

c. Parliamentary Procedure with an element

of debate on current agricultural issues.

d. Horse Judging

5. We recommend that an appropriate commit-

tee consider other dates and siies for National

Contests when it is determined not to be feasible

to hold the contest(s) in Kansas City during the

National Convention.

If such a situation should arise, we also rec-

ommend that:

a. the winner(s)of thai contest be awarded a

trip to the National Convention and

b. where they will be recognized as die

Nauonal Winners.

We would like lo commend the contest

superintendents and sponsors for mauitaining a

level of excellence in the quality of our National

Contests.

The committee as a whole would also like to

express our thanks lo die special committee for

National Contests, particularly committee chair-

man Dr. Kirby Barrick of Ohio State University,

for all their efforts throughout the course of die

past 16 months on issues facing National Con-

Respectfully submitted,

Alvie McCormick, Blinois (Chairman)

Dennis Albiani, California (Co-Chairman)

Gene Mottolo, North Carolina (Secretary)

Stephen Black, Arkansas

Alex Sowers, West Virginia

Bernard Hampton, Soulh Carolina

National Leadership Conference for

State Officers Committee

: would like lo com-

mend the national officers and the national

staff on an excellent job in planning and con-

ducting this year's National Leadership Con-

ferences for State Officers.

Below are some suggestions and opin-

ions that we feel should be taken into consid-

eration for next year's conferences:

I. Issues and Answers Sessions

Thecommittee felt that some unit on dis-

cussion was good but also felt that each topic

should be covered thoroughly

U. Scheduling of N.L.C.S.O.

The committee feels this is extremely

important and feels that each stale in each

region should have an equal opportunity to

participate. The committee would recom-

mend that each host slate should submit a

location and a first and second choice on the

conference date to the national committee lo

ensure complete slate participation.

m. FFA Knowledge at N.L.C.S.0

We feel that more stress needs to be put

on basic knowledge of FFA and more time

spent on the issues that state officers will be

confrontedwiththroughouiiheyear. Wealso

feel that the "playing with a full deck" system

was very effective and recommend lhat it be

used again in future years. We also feel that

more stress be put upon public speaking, oral

is skills, and also more infor-

n be given about the FFA Alumni Asso-

Continued on page 27
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IV, N.L.CS.O. Content

The committee felt that each state and arc i

should have an N.L.C.S.O. that is adapted to their

area. We realize that this may mean more work

for the national officers but we feel it is necessary

and could be accomplished by Ihem meeting

with the state coordinator two months before the

conference instead of two weeks.

V. Chapter Visits

The committee feels that more emphasis

needs lo be placed on actual preparation of the

stale officers for chapter visits. We fell (he

national officers needed to actually give "mock"

presentations and other activities to ihe partici-

pants and then eventually have the slates give

their own presentations and at the end of the

conference, have a critique of both the national

Off] I

VI. Discussion Periods

We felt that each N.L.C.S.O. should break

the state officers into groups and have a discus-

sion period where the states could compare prob-

lems and share ideas. Thecommittee felt thai this

is one of the most important items thai should be

included in the conference. Some examples of

these topics could be school policy, chapter vis-

its, public relations, workshops, i

and motivation

VII. Game Plan

The committee felt that every state should

receive a "planning packet" that is developed by
the national officers in order to give the state

officers a plan to use also. We also felt that a

three-ring bindershould be handed out bytheNa-
tional FFA, (a sponsor should be looked into for

that) in order lo keep our information organized.

This committee felt that the National FFA
should keep the slate coordinators involved and

keep up the good planning techniques. We also

feel that this year's national officers were very

qualified and were able to relate to the members.

In order lo have an effective conference that is an

essential and we would like to commend this

year's national officer team on the job lhat was

done with extreme excellence.

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Guest, Wyoming (Chairman)

Brian Thompson, Nebraska (Co-Chairman)

Tami Austin, Arizona

Brian Eadens, Kentucky

Shawn Egan, Montana

Sonja Mullins, Florida

Amy Pease, Vermont

National Convention Committee
We the members of the 1987 National

Convention Committee, representing the dele-

gate body, have dedicated ourselves to reviewing

and observing the 60th National FFA Conven-

tion. After careful consideration, we extend our

utmost appreciation to all who contributed thcir

time and themselves to this special anniversary

Conventions.

1. We wish the newly elected National FFA Officers

a terrific year as they show agriculture's new ipirit.

2. We recommend that more ume be spent on prepa-

ration and organization when state delegates are

needed to sit on siage in future National FFA Conven-

Kevin Eblen, Kevin Yost, DarrenCoppock,

Dean Harder, Jones Loflin, Jayme Feary, Dr.

Larry Case, Coleman Harris, David Miller,

Tony Hoyt, Rick Malir, Richard L,_Berkley.

Bob MacGregor, Dr. Bonnie Guiton, Ford

Division, Ford Motor Company, National FFA
Chorus, Landmarks Genetics Inc., Manna Pro

Corporation, Roger Staubach, the Honorable

William Bennett, and the Honorable George

Bush.

Sponsors of the FFA and the National FFA
Foundation, Robert Lanphier ID, members of

the 1987 Foundation Sponsors Board, Joseph

Downey, Lee lacocca, Kaye Lani Rae Rafko,

judges, timekeepers, Courtesy Corps. Stan

Kingma, Roger Heath, Don and Martha

Erickson, Sponsors, participants and exhibitors

at the 1987 National Agricultural Career Show,

BradVanHom, inspiring speakers atallthevari-

ous meals and leadership programs, FFA
members and guests who attended the 60th Na-

tional FFA Convention, Dr. Duane Nielsen,

David Okerland, the Honorable John Block, the

Honorable Robert Dole, Charley Pride, the staff

of the FFA TIMES and PROCEEDINGS, Beef

Promotion and Research Board, Janie Fricke,

Sawyer Brown, Sweethearts of the Rodeo.

The National FFA Alumni Organization,

Woody Cox, National FFA Chorus, Band, and

Talent Program, BillStagg, Educational Tours,

and William Alan Ross.

We also submit the following suggestions for

improvements orchanges in future National FFA

3. We recommend thai delegation pictures not be

taken during the business session so lhat stale dele-

gales can be in Ihe picture.

4. We highly recommend that all FFA members show
proper respect to the official dress at all limes.

5. We recommend thai propercourlesy be shown Wall
convention speakers and to members and guests who
want to listen to their message.

6. Include maps of Kansas City and convention center

in program.

7. We recommend the continuation of the highly

artistic cover of the convention program.

8. We recommend irui the lasL session be punctual and

adjourn at noon if possible.

9. We recommend that procedures be developed and

implemented for assuring a quiet, orderly, concert

atmosphere for the joint band and chorus program

proceeding the Friday evening general session.

1 0. We recommend thai national and state leadership

be exercised to achieve maximum participation at the

ms, workshops, and other

:

11. The National FFA Convention Committee highly

encourages the 417.000 FFA members to continue to

realize the importance of our organization to the future

of agriculture, America and the world and wish every-

one success as you Wive lo achieve your goals in 1988.

Respectfully submitted;

Rene Roy, Vermont—Chairman

Janet Shinault, Oklahoma—Co-Chairman

Marvin Pounds, New Mexico—Secretary

Brian Hegland, Minnesota

Curt Lee, Alabama

Allan Scholtz, New Hampshire

Jon George, Nevada

Jane Alexander, Virgin Islands

Consultant—Duane Nielson, USDE

National FFA Adult Leadership
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Larry 0. Case, Chairman, National FFAAdvisor, Dhnson

of Vocational Education. U S. Department ol Educatio-

Washington, DC.

C. Coleman Harris. Secretary. National FFA Executive

Secretary. Division ofVocational Education, U.S. Depart-

ment of Education, Washington, D.C

David A Miller, National FFA Treasurer. Chief, Locai

Planning and Regional Coordination Section. Division of

Vocational-Technical Education. Slate Department of

Education, Baltimore, MD
Duane M. Nielsen, Deputy Director, Division of Innova-

tion and Development, U.S. Department of Education,

Washington, D.C.

Leslie L Thompson, Branch Chief, Slate Administration

Branch, Division ol Vocational Education, U.S. Depart-

ment of Education, Washington, D.C

Alfred J. Mannebach, Professor of Education (USDE

Representative), University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT
William T. Woody, Vocational Agriculture Teacher

(USDE Representative), Lorena, TX

John Denmark, State Program Director. Agribusiness

and Natural Resources Education. Stale Department of

Education, Tallahassee, FL

Richard Karelse, Occupational Specialist, Secondary

Unit, State Department of Education, Lansing. Ml

C. L Keels. Chief Consultant, Agricultural Education,

Stale Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh, NC
Leonard Lombard!, State Specialist, Agncullural Edu-

cation, Office of Public Instruction, Helena, MT

CONSULTANTS

MD
Richard Aide. Vice President, NVATA, Fox Lake, Wl

Jim Wells, Vice President, NVATA Rogersville, TN
Richard M. Foster, Associate Prolessor, Agricultural

Education, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. NE
Stacy A. Gartin, Assistant Professor, Agricultural Edu-

cation, Wesl Virginia University. Morganlown, WV
Jeffrey W. Moss, Assistant Professor, Agricultural &

International Education, Louisiana State University, Ba-

ton Rouge, LA

Carl L Reynolds, Associate Professor, Agricultural

Education, University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY

FOUNDATION BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Larry D. Case, President, Division of Vocational Educa-

tion, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C.

C. Coleman Harris, Secretary, Division of Vocational

Education, U.S. Department of Education, Washington,

D.C.

David A. Miller, Treasurer, Chief. Local Planning and

Regional Coordination Section, Division of Vocational-

Technical Education, State Department ol Education,

Baltimore, MD
Leslie L Thompson. Vice President, Branch Chief,

State Administration Branch, Division of Vocational

Education, U.S. Department of Education, Washington,

D.C.

Duane M. Nielsen, Deputy Oiredor, Division of Innova-

tion and Development U.S. Department ol Education,

Washington, D.C.

Robert C. Lanphier, III, President and Chairman of the

Board, DICKEY-john Corporation, Auburn, H.

Joseph L Downey, Vice President, Dow Chemical

Company, Indianapolis. IN

Jack D. Michaels. Executive Vice President, Planning

and Engineering, Case IH, Racine. Wl

MD
Richard M. Foster, Associate Professor. Agricultural

Education, University ol NebrasKa. Lincoln NE
Richard Karelse, Occupational Specialist, Seconoa'v

Unit, State Department of Education, Lansing, Ml

C. L. Keels. Chief Consultant, Agricultural Educatio

Slate Department of Public Instruction, Raleigh, NC
Jchn Denmark. State Program Director, Agribusiness

and Natural Resources Education. State Department oi

Education, Tallahassee, FL

Leonard Lombardi, State Specialist, Agricultural Edu

cation, Office of Public Instruction. Helena, MT
Jeffrey W. Moss, Assistant Professor, Agricultural Etiu

cation, Louisiana State University Baton Rouge, LA

R. James Erti. State FFA Executive Secretary, Student

Organization Center, Inver Grove, MN
Douglas Daley, Stale FFA Executive Secretary, Voca

lional Education Section, Phoenix. AZ
Kevin L Eblen, National FFA President, Creston, Iowa

National FFA
Foundation Sponsors'

Board Executive Council
Robert C. Lanphier, III, Chairman, Chairman and CEO.

DICKEY-john Corporation

Joseph Downey, Chairman-elect 1 968, President, Dow
Consumer Products

Nicholas C. Babson, Chairman-elect 1989. President

and Chairman of the Board, Babson Bros. Co.

Bill Munsell, Past Chairman, Chairman, Cresweil.

Munsell, Fultz & Zrbel, Inc. and Executive Vice Presi-

dent, Young & Rubicam U.S.A.

National FFA Center Staff
Larry D. Case, National Advisor

C. Coleman Harris, National Executive Secretary

David A. Miller, National Treasurer

Wilson W. Cames, Administrative Director, FFA
Dwlght Horkhelmer, Program Specialist Educational

Technology

Robert W. Cox, Executive Director, National FFA
Alumni Association

Ted Amlck, Program Specialist, Contests and Member-

ship Development

Robert SeefehJt, Program Specialist Awards and State

Services

Tony Hoyt, Program Specialist, Leadership and Per-

sonal Development

Bill Stagg, Director of Information

Lennls H. Gamage, Program Specialist International 4

Organizational Development

John M. Pllzer, Senior Editor/Electronic

Communications, The National

FUTURE FARMER
Andrew Marfcwart, Associate Editor, The National

FUTURE FARMER
Glenn D. Luedke, Director of Advertising, The National

FUTURE FARMER
Dennis Shaler, Director, National FFA Supply Service

George Verzagt, Director, Agricultural Career Show

National FFA
Foundation Staff
Bemle Staller, Executive Director

Kim Havens, Assistant Executive Director

Doug Butler, Assistant Executive Director

Tom McKlttrick, Assistant Executive Director

Tim Bailey, Assistant Executive Director

Jeff Brazo, Assistant Executive Director

Taking Care of Business
Wednesday afternoon, official delegates discussed issues concerning the future of

the FFA. Dues for the next year will remain at $3. A resolution, submitted by the Iowa
Association, to change the name was defeated. Committee reports were accepted as read.

National Program of Activities Committee Report
We the members of the 1987 National FFA

Program ofActivities Committee, have analyzed

thecontemofthe FFA's National ProgramofAc-

tivities, and respectfully submit the following

recommendations for its improvement:

1

.

The National FFA Organization make an

effort to establish stronger ties with far reaching

areas out of the continental United Stales.

2. Encourage thattheNationalFFAOrgani-

zation look into the establishment of agribusi-

ness, sales and service, and job interview type

contests not directly related to production agri-

culture.

3.The National FFA Board ofDirectors and

staff establish criteria for a National Parliamen-

tary Procedure Contest.

4. Encourage agriculture teachers torename
the traditional agriculture class to appeal to stu-

dents, is necessary.

5. That the National Foundation re-evaluate

the standards for travel funds for teams traveling

to the National Convention to compete in na-

6. The national staff disseminate details

concerning arrival times and more precise sched-

ules for the convenience of the National Conven-

tion delegates.

7. Commend national staff for providing

inservice instruction during WCP, SPC,

NLCSO, and state staff members conference.

We further commend the national staff for the es-

tablishment of intern positions at the National

FFA Center. It is also our recommendation to

encourage the staff to continue these services in

the future.

8. Develop a motion picture or video cas-

sette geared toward assisting perspective local

FFA Alumni Affiliates on how to become organ-

ized and established.

9. Provide for greater awareness and recog-

nition of National FFA Academic Scholarships.

10. Consider the establishment of an inter-

stale FFA exchange program similar toWEA for

exchange and work experience among FFA
members within the U.S.

11. Establish a more concise format for the

explanation of the Computers in Agriculture

Awards Program.

It is a concensus of the committee that the

National Program of Activities in and of itself is

a superb document that needs no major changes,

onlysomeminor revisionstorecharmel the direc-

tion of energy towards more specific commit-

In closing, wehave found the formatand or-

ganization of the National Program of Activities

to be very acceptable, and we commend the

National FFA staff for keeping this document

orderly and up to date.

Respectfully Submitted,

Justin M. McKee, Kansas (Chairman)

Roy A. Hedrick, West Virginia (Co-chairman)

Mike Knulz, Oregon (Secretary)

Brenda S. Irwin, Maryland

Marisol Villalobos, Puerto Rico

Alan S. Fuller, Idaho

Frank A. Winslow, Maine

Joey Dollins, Texas



1987-1988
National FFA

Officers
lx elli Evans of Nebraska has been elected Na-

tional FFA President. Evans, from Hayes

Center, Nebraska, served as state vice presi-

dent. She has been involved in various FFA
leadership, public speaking, parliamentary

procedure and agricultural judging contests.

She raised sheep and beef cattle, and started her

own rodeo and horse training business for her

FFA program. Evans also works as a research

and teaching assistant at the University of Ne-

braska-Lincoln where she is a junior in agricul-

tural economics. The daughter of Jack and

Linda Evans is an FFA member at the Curtis Medicine Valley chapter.

Her chapter advisor is Dave Creger.

Kelti Evans

B ill Hollis, 19, of Bushnell, Illinois, will

serve as National FFA vice president of the

Central Region. Hollis was the Illinois state

president. His FFA activities included direct-

ing the Illinois State Leadership Camp and

various leadership, public speaking and agri-

cultural judging contests. His FFA agriculture

programs includes swine, poultry and a beef

breeding herd. Hollis is a freshman at the

University of Illinois in animal science with

intentions of going to veterinary school. The

son of Murrel and Kathy Hollis, he is a mem-
ber of the Bushnell Prairie City FFA chapter. Jeff Bryan and C. Eugene

McGrew are his chapter advisors.

Bill Hollis

Kevin Ochsner

IV evin Ochsner, 20, of Fort Collins, Colo-

rado, has been elected National FFA Secretary.

Ochsner served as Colorado FFA president. In

1983, Ochsner won second place in the national

FFA prepared public speaking contest. He has

also been involved in FFA parliamentary proce-

dure and agricultural judging contests. Ochsner

raises registered Limousin cattle and received

the Colorado FFA beef proficiency award. He

is a sophomore at Colorado State University

majoring in agricultural journalism/agricultural

business. He is the son of Ken and Roberta

Ochsner and is a member of the Larimer County FFA chapter. His FFA
advisor is Larry Siegfried.

M ickey McCall, 19, of Balsam Grove, North

Carolina, was elected National FFA vice presi-

dent from the Eastern Region. McCall served

as state FFA president and was his chapter's

president for three years. He has been involved

in various leadership, public speaking and

agricultural judging contests, and was a mem-

ber of the 1984 state-winning forestry judging

team. His FFA agriculture program is a Christ-

mas tree farm of 1 1 ,000 trees owned by McCall

and his father. McCall was selected the 1986

North Carolina Forest Management Proficiency

award winner. The son of Wayne and Shirley McCall is a sophomore at

North Carolina State University, majoring in agricultural education. He is

a member of the Rossman FFA chapter where Richard Gates is his chapter

advisor.

Terri Hames

Mickey McCall

I erri Lynn Hames, 20, of Norman, Okla-

homa, was elected National FFA vice presi-

dent of the Western Region. Hames served as

the Oklahoma state president and secretary.

She was the state public speaking winner, state

judging contest winner and represented Okla-

homa at the National Swine Judging Contest in

Austin, Minn. Hames' FFA agriculture pro-

gram includes registered Hampshire and

Suffolk sheep, commercial sheep and commer-

cial mixed steers and heifers. Hames is a

junior in agricultural communications at Okla-

homa State University where she also works on the campus morning farm

show. She is the daughter of David and Sharon Hames and is Noble FFA
chapter member where Dale Horton is her chapter advisor.

P. Dunn LeDoux II, 20, of Denham Springs,

Louisiana, will serve as the National FFA vice

president of the Southern Region. LeDoux

served as the Louisiana state sentinel. He has

been involved in various leadership, public

speaking and judging contests. He was also the

national FFA champion livestock showman.

LeDoux's main FFA agriculture program is a

firewood business. He also works on agricul-

tural photography and is a research coordinator

at Southeastern Louisiana University. The son

of Paul and Gwyn LeDoux is a junior in agri-

cultural business at SLU. He is a member of the Denham Springs FFA

chapter and Donald Ray Gill is his chapter advisor.

P. Dunn LeDoux II

We, the Nominating Committee, have given

running for national office. Thecommiite<

delegates of the 60th National Convention

ful and deliberate consideration to all applican

the following slate of candidates to the

National Officers for the year 1987-88.

President Kelli L. Evans

Secretary Kevin Kenneth Ochsner

Vice President Central Region BUI Hollis

Vice President Eastern Region Michael W. McCall

Vice President Southern Region P. Dunn LeDoux

Vice President Western Region Terri Lyim Hames

National Treasurer David Miller National Executive Secretary C. Coleman Harris

National Advisor Larry D. Case

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Johnson (Chairman)

Julie K. Christensen (Secretary)

Jeff Isom

Jennifer Barber

Jim Priichard

Rose© C. Vaughn (Consultant)

Monty Trumbull (Co-chairman)

Barry W. Cabiness

Jim Swanson

Dana M. Soukup

James P. Claus (Consultant)

Arnold B. Cordes
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