
Curricular Adjustment for MA in Sociology 
 
Can our department implement the following change without getting approval from higher 
levels?    
  
1.  Allow students to take any 12 credits of graduate level sociology courses rather than having 
them take all 12 of those credits in an area of concentration?   
  
We currently have students choose a concentration area and take four courses that fall within that 
area.  However, we have always allowed students to petition our graduate committee to take 12 
sociology graduate credits that do not clearly fall into one of our concentrations.  Several 
students have done this due to personal interests, due to work/life conflicts that have made it 
difficult for them to take the 12 concentration credits in a timely manner, or due to their desire to 
take courses from different professors (we have had situations where one professor teaches 3 of 
the 4 concentration courses).   
  
Rather than have students continue to petition our Department graduate committee, we have 
decided to just make it a regular part of our program.  We think it may help students progress 
faster and make our program more attractive by having greater flexibility in the Sociology 
courses students would need to meet these 12 credits.   
  
This change would require very minor edits to the Graduate School Bulletin, our MA Graduate 
Handbook, and our MA advertising materials.   
  
Here is our blurb from the Graduate School Bulletin under Course Requirements: 
 
“A total of 36 credit hours, distributed as follows: 12 credits of basic sociology courses 
(sociological theory [R556 or R557], quantitative methods [R551], qualitative methods [S659], 
and sociological statistics [R559]); 12 sociology credits in one area of concentration(medical 
sociology; family and gender studies; work and organizations); 6-9 credits of electives (any 
graduate courses approved by the University Graduate School); 3-6 in thesis or internship credits. 
(An undergraduate statistics course [R359 or the equivalent] is a prerequisite for R559.)” 

  
Our edits would involve the addition of the words highlighted in yellow below: 
 
“12 additional graduate level sociology credits(with the option to focus these courses in one area of 
concentration --  medical sociology; family and gender studies; work and organizations)”; 
 
 


