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[K. Christopher] Hi, I’m Kaitlyn Christopher, and this is the April 2nd edition of IUPUI’s The 
Spot.  
 
April is Pacific Islander Month, which means there will be a lot of events happening on campus! 
Throughout the month you can attend film screenings, fashion shows, discussions, and see 
keynote speakers. We spoke with David Suzuki about his presentation.  
 
[D. Suzsuki] Actually, the month, the month itself was designated by Congress to be May and 
May was chosen because the first Japanese, um, immigrant landed here in the 1800’s in May, 
and also the completion of the transcontinental railway which was due to the backbone and sweat 
of a lot of Chinese working on that was completed in May. So, May is actually the official month 
but here at IUPUI and I think, in Bloomington, we celebrate it in April. Some of the events that I 
think should be on people’s minds – there’s one on the 10th called Crisis in Burma, impact on 
IUPUI and Indianapolis is one of 3 major cities in the United States that are major resettlement 
cities for refugees from Burma and so we will have a project later in April where we are trying to 
help refugees from Burma and during the month of April IUPUI students can help with that so if 
they attend this Crisis in Burma event on the 10th, they can learn more about it. I’ll also be 
talking about the imprisonment of Americans of Asian decent and that refers to the imprisonment 
of Japanese-Americans during WWII, and though that was more than 50 years ago I think the 
issue and the history is still current because it has implications post 9/11 for the imprisonment of 
Muslim-Americans.  
 
[K. Christopher] Deepak Jacob, a senior in the school of science, told us about other events that 
will take place.  
 
[D. Jacob] Asian-American, Pacific Islander Month is just a collection of events that Campus 
and Community Life has organized for the IUPUI campus and the community just to highlight 
what the different ethnicities and the communities of Asian background here at IUPUI are. So, 
some of these events include, that I’ve specifically been interested in, that I would recommend, 
would be the discussion forum on April 16th regarding the imprisonment of Asian-Americans in 
the post 9/11 era, especially those of Middle Eastern decent, and also the event on April 24th 
talking about trans-racial adoption and the different dynamics of adoption from different ethnic 
backgrounds.  
 
[K. Christopher] For more information on Pacific Islander Month, see the website.  
 
Last Friday IUPUI had it’s annual recognition dinner for the Top 100 undergraduate students. 
The IUPUI Alumni Council and Student Organization for Alumni Relations recognized the Top 



100 as well as the Top 10 females, Top 10 males, and the Top male and Top female from those 
groups. This year Christopher Hardin, and Rachel Meyer received the top awards.  
 
On April 9th there will be a dedication ceremony for the new Campus Center from 3-5pm in the 
Multipurpose Room. In the weeks following the ceremony many other events will take place in 
honor of the building’s opening. On the 16th there will be an open house for the student 
organization, CUBE. And on the 23rd actress Lisa Ling will be giving a presentation on 
journalism and positive social change. For more information about the events see the Campus 
Center’s website.  
 
This Thursday be sure to attend the Student Health Fair in the Campus Center Room 450C. 
Several health screenings, including cholesterol and body fat analysis will be available as well as 
ergonomic information, free 10 minute massages, and sample food from the food court. Check 
out health.iupui.edu for more details.  
 
IUPUI held their Women Leadership Awards last Thursday for 2008 to conclude Women’s 
History Month. Recipients for Outstanding Female Student were Joy Agbonhese, Julie Elam, 
Jasmine Parson, and Laura Robertson. And for Outstanding Faculty, the winners were Trudy 
Banta, Senior Advisor to the Chancellor for Academic Planning and Evaluation, and Khadija 
Khaja, Assistant Professor, IU School of Social Work—Indianapolis  
 
Experience the vibrant and growing international identity of IUPUI at the 4th annual IUPUI 
International Festival on Tuesday, April 8th. The festival will include an open mic for 
international music and dance, a photography exhibit by IUPUI Study Abroad Students, a best-
dressed contest, interactive displays and information tables, free ethnic food, and more! Fanta 
Mayaki gave us more information.  
 
[F. Mayaki] The International Festival is a yearly event organized by the IUPUI Office of 
International Affairs where different cultures are displayed through different events such as 
ethnic dances, music and food. We’re having an event added to this year’s festival, it’s a brand 
new event and a very exciting event. We’re going to have an International Parade. The parade 
basically will have people dressed up in different ethnic clothing and we will be parading, or 
walking from the room 450 in the Campus Center, down through the stairs and through the first 
floor student lounge/lunch area, up back to the 4th floor. People will be dressed up - we’re 
asking people to come and join in the parade, everyone is welcome, whether you’re dressed up in 
ethnic clothing, or in American clothing, we’re asking people to come, you can join in the group 
and enjoy the parade.  
 
[K. Christopher] If you haven’t registered to vote in Indiana’s upcoming primary yet, you can 
next Friday from 9am-4pm in the courtyard during the Rally for Social Justice.  
 
That’s The Spot for this week. Check us out each Wednesday on our podcast at jagtv.iupui.edu. 
See you later!  
 


