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Our campus is distinctive within the state of Indiana for its excellence in health education.  

CSL is proud to routinely support the engaged work of faculty, staff, and students in the

health professions.  There are countless examples of excellence in our midst. 

Service-learning classes in the health professions provide benefits for the community and

for student learning (Seifer, 1998).  For example, students in Public Health work with Indy

Parks to incorporate a health impact assessment of residents who use the parks; graduate

students in Occupational Therapy collaborate with other pre-professionals at the Wishard

S.T.O.P. program to address child obesity; and fourth-year Dental students learn the value and techniques of advocating for social

policies and equitable access to dental care (Yoder & Edelstein, 2012).  PARCS is another well-established service learning program

that provides physical activity to residents in low-resourced communities and schools. Each of these service learning classes and

programs is dependent upon the dedicated leadership of faculty and staff who recognize the value of community engagement in

preparing civic-minded professionals.

Students as well recognize the benefit and deep satisfaction that comes through community engagement.  A stellar example is the IU

Student Outreach Clinic (IUSOC), a free student-run community clinic located within the Neighborhood Fellowship Church on East

10th Street.  This inter-professional clinic involves students from Medicine, Dentistry, Law, Physical Therapy, Social Work, as well as

the Butler School of Pharmacy in voluntary and pro-bono service on Saturday mornings.

Undergraduates from the IUPUI Timmy Foundation Student Organization also volunteer to greet community members at the front

desk.  The clinic, now entering its fifth year, is a testimony to student leadership and the professional commitment to this project

through the Office of Medical Service Learning. 

The Community-Campus Partnerships for Health is a national organization of more than 2,000 health care professionals.  They have

a monthly newsletter, and their 13th annual conference will be in Chicago, April  30-May 3rd, 2014.  There is a short window of time

for IUPUI faculty and staff to submit proposals (due Monday Sept. 30th).  Several CSL staff will be attending, and perhaps we can

find a deal on the Mega Bus and head north to share our good work with others. 

For those interested in presenting, the CSL offers small grants to support increased dissemination of scholarly work associated with

civic and community engagement.  Please contact, Mary Price at price6@iupui.edu if interested.

Service learning classes and outreach programs are well-aligned with many of the goals for inter-professional education including

collaborative and community-based learning.  Our partnership with those in the health professions bodes well for advancing health

and for the well-being of our community.
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