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West Washington Street is the westward thoroughfare to Downtown Indianapolis. Once

 the “Main Street” of Indianapolis, it carried thousands of  pioneers westward to new

territories as a National Highway.  Today, the role and identity of Washington Street

remains very significant at the local level as a primary transportation arterial to employment

centers and neighborhoods, as well as providing direct accessibility to rail, bus, and air

transportation. In addition to transportation, Washington Street also houses a number of

Indianapolis’ cultural and visitor attractions including the Indianapolis Zoo, The Lawn at

White River State Park, Eiteljorg Museum, Indiana State Museum,  and Indiana Repertory

Theatre.       

In the fall of 2012, a Technical Assessment was conducted on behalf of the Near West Collaborative to identify a direction for

improvements on West Washington Street from the White River Parkway to South Tibbs Avenue. The Technical Assessment

assessed physical conditions and conducted a business survey to understand the areas in need of improvement. Physical conditions

revealed that the lack of infrastructure maintenance, streetscape design, parking, and vacant property maintenance were a hurdle to

reinvestment. Survey responses from business owners and employees emphasized the need to improve the public safety, pedestrian

streetscape, and perception of West Washington Street.  There was also a strong interest in forming a merchant’s coalition that would

work toward improving West Washington Street; eighty (80%) percent of businesses surveyed confirmed their desire to be involved.

Key stakeholders in the West Washington Corridor have formed a core group to follow up on the recommendations formulated by the

technical study.  These organizations include the Hawthorne Community Center, West Indy Collaborative, West Community

Development Corporation, Local Initiatives Support Corporation ( LISC), IUPUI Center for Service and Learning, and the Purdue

Extension in Marion County.

The Purdue Extension in Marion County is providing a bilingual and bicultural organizer to support the business during the initial steps

of creating a strong business coalition. The organizer works closely with the other partner organizations and especially with the IUPUI

Center for Service and Learning, which provides resources and support to the organizing process.

The creation of the West Washington Business Coalition (WWBC) began in March 2013; currently the organization has 19 registered

members. This core group of participants has decided that their mission is to improve the quality of life in the community by creating a

thriving West Washington Street Commercial Corridor. The organization has outlined four main objectives to accomplish their mission

and vision: build a stakeholder consensus, nurture a positive identity for the corridor, improve the infrastructure, and attract new

investment.

For more information about the WWBC, contact Starla Officer at officers@iupui.edu.

http://www.nearwestindy.com/
http://csl.iupui.edu/doc/8X11_FinalReportWestWashington.pdf
mailto:officers@iupui.edu.
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