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Martin Luther King Jr., once said, "I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere

can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture of their minds, and

dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits."  Paw’s Pantry, a student run food pantry at

Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, is striving to ensure everyone on

IUPUI’s campus has an adequate food supply to live a healthy life while attending college.

Because of tuition, textbooks, and other educational costs, some students struggle to pay

for both schooling and living expenses.

Paw’s Pantry is a collaboration between the Student Organization for Alumni Relations (SOAR), the Center for Service and  Learning

and the Office of Student Involvement.  This effort has been ongoing and was inspired by a major news story which aired in 2011.

The story highlighted college campuses that have a food pantry and the students who utilize them. Jenn Boldig, a student director for

SOAR, was the first student to lay the groundwork for what Paw’s Pantry is today. She graduated in December 2012. The current

student co-directors are Joe Spaulding and Erin Sass, along with a committee of eight students.  In addition to the student committee,

students are able to volunteer their time to serve clients and organize the pantry.  To volunteer, please visit: http://tiny.cc/pawspantry. 

The pantry is located on the second floor of the Campus Center, CE 220.  Paw’s Pantry is open the second and fourth Wednesday of

each month and clients only need their Jag Tag to access the pantry.  Paw’s Pantry has recognized that many IUPUI students have

unmet financial needs that can lead to students sacrificing grocery store trips for textbooks.

Donations are also always welcome and appreciated.  Food donations can be brought to the front desk in the Office of Student

Involvement in the Campus Center, CE 370. Monetary donations can be sent to the IU Alumni Association at IUPUI c/o Jayme Little,

340 West Michigan Street, Indianapolis 46202. Donations are tax deductible as a charitable contribution to the IU Alumni Association. 

For more information on Paw’s Pantry, please visit facebook.com/IUPUIPawsPantry and Twitter @IUPUIPawsPantry.  Emails are also

welcome: jagsfood@iupui.edu
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