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Beginning in 2012, Indiana University adopted the IU Public Safety Policy for Programs

Involving Children (PIC) in order to increase the safety and protection of children taking

part in university-sponsored programs and activities. The PIC policy, which results from a

review of procedures and practices by legal, planning and public safety staff, has broad

implications for all IU sponsored programs involving children, including credit-bearing

components of service learning courses that involve university students and staff working

directly with children.

The impetus for the creation of the PIC policy was  the child abuse scandal that rocked Penn State University in 2011. IU is one of a

growing number of campuses that have either updated or created new policies to safeguard children and campuses.

The Center for Service and Learning has worked closely with the IU Office of Public Safety to interpret and provide guidance on the

policy implications for credit-bearing service learning courses. The campus goal is to continue to support excellence in community-

based programs that serve youth in Central Indiana.  We have created the following document to assist in determining what steps

faculty and their respective departments need to take to ensure compliance with the policy.

Teaching and learning that involves children under the age of 18 years creates meaningful learning opportunities. At the same time,

these situations may also expose instructors, students, and the university to increased liability and risk. The creation of this PIC policy

is an important step in ensuring that our community’s children are protected while continuing excellence in university sponsored

programs.

CSL will host an informational workshop led by Nick DauSchmidt from the IU Office of Public Safety on Friday, September 27 from
10:00-11:30 am in IP 206 for faculty who teach service learning courses and program staff to learn more and to have questions

answered.

Participants will leave this workshop with valuable information and strategies needed to navigate and comply with the new PIC policy.

This session will include significant time for dialogue, so participants should come with questions related to their specific context.

Other state universities that have recently expanded or crafted new policies designed to safeguard children include:

Auburn University

Ohio State University

Purdue University

University of Kansas

University of Minnesota

University of Wisconsin

http://policies.iu.edu/policies/categories/administration-operations/public-safety-institutional-assurance/PS-01.shtml
http://policies.iu.edu/policies/categories/administration-operations/public-safety-institutional-assurance/PS-01.shtml
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/08/142111804/penn-state-abuse-scandal-a-guide-and-timeline
http://www.npr.org/2011/11/08/142111804/penn-state-abuse-scandal-a-guide-and-timeline
http://www2.csl.iupui.edu/Documents/Child%20Safety%20Policy.pdf
http://events.iupui.edu/event/?event_id=9291
http://www.auburn.edu/academic/provost/pdf/Final%20Report-%20Committee%20to%20Review%20and%20Establish%20University%20Policies%20Regarding%20Minors%20on%20Campus.pdf
http://hr.osu.edu/policy/policy150.pdf
http://www.purdue.edu/policies/human-resources/vib2.html
https://documents.ku.edu/policies/Chancellor/CrimeReporting.htm
http://regents.umn.edu/sites/default/files/policies/Safety_of_Minors.pdf
http://www.uwsa.edu/bor/policies/rpd/rpd20-19.htm
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